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OF THE

StupY of HisToRry.
'LETTER L

Chantclou in Touraine, Nov. 6, 1753,

My Lorp,

[ Ha v e confidered formerly, with a

- good deal of atténtion, the fubject on
which you command me to communi-
cate my thoughts to you: and I practifed
in thofe days, as much as bufinefs and
pleafure allowed me time to do, the
rules that feemed to me neceffary to be
obferved in the ftudy of hiftory. They
were very different from thofe which
writers on the fame fubje& have recom-
mended, and which are commonly prac-
Vou. I. - B ticed,
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ticed. But I confefs to your lordfhip
that this neither gave me then, nor has
given me fince, any diftruft of them. I
do not affe fingularity. On the contrary
I think that a due deference is to be paid
to received opinions, and that a due com-
pliance with received cuftoms is to be
held; tho both the one and the other
fhould be, what they often are, abfurd or
ridiculous. But this fervitude is outward
only, and abridges in no fort the liberty
of private judgment. The obligations of
fubmitting to it likewife, even outwardly,
extend no further, than to thofe opinions
and cuftoms which cannot be oppofed;
or from which we cannot deviate with-

-out doing hurt, or giving offence, to fociety.

In all thefe cafes, our fpeculations ought
to be free: in all other cafes, our practice
may be fo. Without any regard therefore
to the opinion and -practice even of the
learned world, I am very willing to tell
you mine. But as it is hard to recover a
thread of thought long ago laid afide,

- and
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and impofiible to prove fome things and
explain others, without the affiftance of
many books which I have not here;
your lordfhip muft be content with fuch
an imperfe&t fketch, as I amn able to fend
you at prefent in this letter.

" THE motives that carry men to the ftudy
of hiftory are different. Some intend, if
fuch as they may be faid to ftudy, nothing
more than amufement, and read the life of
AristipesorPaocion,of EPAMINONDAS
or Scipio, ALEXANDER or CAEsAR, juft
as they play a game at cards, or as they
would read the ftory of the feven champions.

- ‘Others there are, whofe motive to this
ftudy is nothing bctter, and whe have
the further difadvantage of becoming a
nufance very often to fociety, in propor-
tion to the progrefs they make. The
former do not improve their reading to
any good purpofe: the latter pervert it
to a very bad one, and grow in imper-

B2 ~ tinence
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tinence as they encreafe in learning. 1
think I have known moft of the firft
kind in England, and moft of the laft in
France. The perfon's I mean are thofe -
who read to talk, to thine in converfa-
tion, and to impofe in company : who,
having few ideas to vend of their own
growth, ftore their minds with crude
un-ruminated fa@&s and fentences; and
hope to fupply, by bare memory, the wanﬁ
of imagination and judgment.

BuT thefe arein the two loweft forms,
The next I fhall mention are in onea httle '
higher; in the form of thofe who grow
neither wifer nor better by ftudy them-
felves, but who enable others to ftudy
with greater eafe, and to purpofes morg
ufeful: who make fair copies of fou}
manufcripts, give the fignification of hard
words, and take a great deal of other gram-
matical pains. The obligation to thcfe men
would be great indeed, if they were in
general able to do any thing better, and

fubmitted
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fubmitted to this drudgery for the fake of
the public; as fome of them, it muft be
owned with gratitude, have done, but not

later, I think, than about the time of the
‘refurre@ion of letters. When works of

importance are prefling, generals them-
felves may take up the pick-axe and the
fpade ; but in the ordinary courfe of things,
when that prefling neceffity is over, fuch
tools are left in the hands deftined to ufe
them, the hands of common {oldiers and
peafants. I approve therefore very much
the devotion of a ftudious man at Chrift-
Charch, who was over-heard in his oratory
entering into a detail with GOD, as devout
perfons are apt todo, and, amongft other
particular thankfgivings, acknowledging
the divine goodnefs in furnithing the world
with makers of Dictionaries! Thefe men
court fame, as well as their betters, by
fuch means as, GOD has given them to ac~
qturc it: and LITTLETON exerted all the
genius he had, when he made a di&tionary,
tho StepuEns did not. They deferve
' B3 encourage-
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encouragement however, whil(t they con-
tinue to compile, and neither affect wit,
nor prefume to reafon.

THERE is a fourth clafs, of much lefs
ufe than thefe, but of much greater name,
Men of the firft rank in learning, ahd to .
whom the whole tribe of fcholars ‘bow

“with reverence. A man mutt be as indif-
ferent as I am to common cenfure or ap-
probation, to avow a thorough contempt
for the whole bufinefs of thefe learned lives;
for all the refearches into antiquity, for all
the fyftems of chronology and hiftory, that
we owe to the immenfe labours of a Sca-
LIGER, a BocHART, a PETAvIUs, an
Usuer, andeven a MarsnaM. The fame
materials are common to them all; but
thefe materials are few, and there is a moral
impoffibility that they fhould ever have
more. They have combined thefe into

_every form that can be given to them:
they have fuppofed, they have guefled,

they have Jomcd disjointed paffages of dif-
ferent
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ferent authors, and broken traditions of
uncertain originals, of various people, and
of centuries remote from one another as
well as from ours. In fhort, that they
might leaveno liberty untaken, evena wild
fanta(lical fimilitude of founds has ferved to
prop up a fyftem. As the materials they
‘have ar€ few, foarethe very beft and fuch
as pafs for authentic extreamly precarious;
as fome of thele learned perfons themfelves

confefs.

Jurius Arricanuvs, Eusesius, and
GeorGE the monk, opened the principal
fources of all this fcience; but they corrupt-
ed the waters. Their point of view was to
make profane hiftory and chronology agree
with facred; tho the latter chronology is
very far from being eftablifhed, with the
clearnefs and certainty neceffary to make it.
a rule. For this purpofe, the ancicent
monuments, that thefe writers convey- .-
ed to pofterity, were digefted by them

according to the fyftem they were ta
B4 maintain:.
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maintain: and none of thefe monuments
weredclivercd down, in their original form,
and genuine purity, The Dynafties of
MaNEeTHoO, for inftance, are broken to
picces by EuseBius, and fuch {ragments
of them as fuited his defign are ftuck inta
hiswork. We have, we know, nomore
of them. The Codex Alexandrinus we
owe to GEORGE the monk. We havena
other authority for it: and one cannot fee
without amazement fuch a man.as Sir
Joun Marsnam undervaluing this au-
thority in one page, and building his {yftem
upon\ it in the next. He feems even by
the lightnefs of his expreflions, if I re-
member well, for itis long fince I looked
into his canon, not to be much concerned
what feundation his fyftem had, fo he
thewed his fkill in forming one, and in re-
ducing the immenfe antiquity of the
Egyptians within the limits of the Hebraic¢
calculation. In fhort, my lord, all thefe
{yftems are fo many enchanted caftles,
they appear to be fomething, they are



Of the STupY of HisToRY. 9

nothing but appearances: like them too,
diffolve the charm, and they vanifh from
the fight. To diffolve the charm, we muft
begin at the beginning of them: the ex-
preflion may be odd, butit is fignificant,
We muft examine fcrupuloufly and indif+
. ferently the foundationsan which they lean
and when we find thefe either faintly pro-
bable, or grofly improbable, it would be
foolith to expec any thing better in the
fuper-ftru&ture.  This fcience is one of
thofe that are a limine falutandae. To
do thus much may be neceffary, thatgrave
authority may not impofe on our igno-
rance: to do more, would be to affift
this very authority in impofing falfe fcience

upon us. Ihad rather take the Dar1us
whom ALEXANDER conquered for the fon
of HysTAsPEs, and make as many ana-
chronifms as a Jewifh chronologer, than
facrifice half my life to colle& all the
Jearned lumber that fills the head of an
antiquary._

LET-
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LETTER IL

Concerning the true ufe and advantages
of i,

E T me fay fomething of hiftory in
general, before I defcend into the
confideration of particular parts of it, or of
the various methods of ftudy, or of the
different views of thofe that apply them-

felves to it, as I had begun to do in my
former letter.

THE love of hiftory feems infeparable
from human nature, becaufe it feems infe-
parable
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parable from felf-love. The fame princi=
ple in this inftance carries us forward and
backward, to future and to paft ages.
We imagine that the things, which affect
us, muft affet polterity: this fentiment
runs through mankind, from CaErsar
-down to the parifh clerk in Popg’s mifcel-
lany. Weare fond of preferving; as far
as it is in our frail power, the memory
of our own adventures, of thofe of our
own time, and of thofe that preceded it.
Rude heaps of ftcnes /have been raifed,
and ruder hymns have been compofed, for
this purpofe, by nations who had not yet
the ufe of arts and letters, To go no
_ furthcr back, the tnumphs of OpIN were
celebrated in runic fongs, and the feats
of our Britith anceftors were recorded ii
thofe of their bards, The favages of
America have the fame cuftom at this day:
and long hiftorical ballads of  their hunt-
ings and their wars are fung at all their
feftivals. "There is'no need of faying how
this paffion grows among civilized nations,

3 o Hl
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in proportion to the means of gratifying
it: but let us obferve that the fame princi=
le of nature direGsusasftrongly, and more
gencrally as well as more early, to mgluloc
our own cunoﬁty, inftead of preparing - ta
gratxfy that of others. 'The child harkens
with delight to the tales of his nurfe, he
learns to read, and he devaurs with eager-
nefs fgbulyus lcg»:nds and novels. In riper
years he applies himfelf to hiftory, or.tq
that which he takes for hiftory, to autho-
rized romance: and even inage, the defire,
ofknowing whathashappened toothermen;
yields to the defire alone, of relating what
has happened to ourfelves. Thus hiftory,
true or, falfg, fpeaks tp our paflians always.
What pity is it, my lord, thateyen the befk
fhould fpeak to our underftandings fo fel-
dom? That it does {o, we have nonme. to
blame bpt our felves. Nature has done her
part. She has openedthisftudyto every man
who cag read and think; apd what the has
made themoftagreeable, reafon canmakeths
moftufcful, application ofour minds, Butif
we
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we confult our reafon, we fhall be far from
following the examples of our fellow-crea-
tures, in this as in moft other cafes, who
are fo proud of being rational. We fhall
neither read to foothe our indolence, nor to
gratify our vanity : as little fhall we con-
tent ourfelves to drudge like grammarians
and critics, that others may be able to ftu-
dy, with greater eafe and profit, like philo-
fophers and ftatefmen: as little fhall we
affect the flender merit of becoming great
fcholars at the expence of groping all our
lives in the dark mazes of antiquity. All
thefe miftake the true drift of ftudy, and
the true ufe of hiftory. Nature gave us
curiofity to excite the induftry of our
minds; but the pever intended it thould be
made the principal, much lefs the fole, ob-
je&t of their application. The true and
proper obje& of this application, is a con-
ftant improvement in private and in pub-
lic virtue. An application to any ftudy,
that tends neither directly nor indirectly to
make us better men and better citizens,
2 15

1
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is at beft but a fpecious and ingenious fort
~ of idlenefs to ufe an expreffionof T1LLOT-
soN : and the knowledge we acquire by it
is a creditable kind of ignorance, nothing
more. This creditable kind of ignorance
is, in my opinion, the whole benefit which
the generality of men, even of thé moft
learned, reap from the ftudy of hiftory: and
yet the ftudy of hiftory feems to me, of
all other, the moft proper to train us up to
* private and public virtue,

Your lordthip may very well be ready
by this time, and after fo much bold cen-
fure on my part, to atk me what then is
the true ufe of hiftory ? in what refpects
it may ferve to make us better and wifer?
and what method is to be purfued in the
ftudy of it, for attaining thefe great ends?
I will anfwer you by quoting what I have
read fome where or other, in DioNysius
Havricarn. Ithink, that hiftory is philo-
fophy teaching by examples. We need but
to caft our eges on the world, and we fhall

' fee
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fec the daily force of example : we ‘need
but to turn them inward, and we fhall
* {oon difcover why example has this force,
‘“ Pauci prudentia, ” fays TAciTus, “ ho-
« nefta ab detcr!.or.lbus, utilia ab noxiis difs
‘¢ cernunt : plares. aliorum’ eventis do-
<« centur.” Such is the imperfedion: of
human underftanding, fuch the frail tem-
per of our minds,- that abftract or general
propofitions, thonever {o true, appear ob~
fcure or doubtful te us very often,, till they,
are explained by examples and that the
wifeft leflons in fayour of virtue go but a
little way te convince the judgment, and
determinethe will, unlefs they areenforced
by the fame means, and weare obligedtoap~
ply toourfelves what we fee happen to. othet
men. Inftructions by precept have the fura
 ther difadvantage of coming on the autho-s _
rity of others, and frequently require a long
deductionofreafoning, ¢ Hominesamplits
~ “ oculis quam auribus credunt : longum
« iter eft per praccepta, breve & efficax
¢ perexempla” The reafon gf this judg~
ment,
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ment; which I quote from one of SEnEca’s
epittles in confirmation of my own opinion,
refts I think on this; that when examples
are pointed out to us, there is a kind of ap-
peal, with which we are flattered, made to
our fenfes, as well as our underftandings.
The inftruction comes then upon our own
authority : we frame the precept after our
own experience, and yield to fat when we
refift {peculation. But this is not the only
advantage of inftruction by example; for
example appeals not to our underftanding
alone, buttoour paffions likewife. Example
affwages thefe, or animates them ; fets paf-
fion on thefide of judgment, and makes the
whole man of a piece, which is more than the
ftrongeft reafoning and the cleareft demon.
ftration can do : and thus, forming habits
by repetition, example fecures the obe
fervance of thofe precepts which example
infinuated. Is it not PLiny, my lord,
who fays, that the gentleft, he fhould have
added the moft effetual, way of com-
manding, is by example? < Mitils jubetur
Vor. L. . C ¢« exemple.
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< exemplo.” The hartheft orders are foft-
ened by example, and tyranny itfelf becomes
perfwafive. What pity it is that fo few
princes have learned this way of command-
ing ? But again; the force of examples is
not confined to thofe alone that pafs im-
mediately under our fight: the examples
that memory fuggefts have the fame effect
in their degree, and an habit of recalling
them will foon produce the habit of imi-
tating them. In the fame epiftle, from
whence I cited a paffage juft now, SENEca
fays that CLEANTHES had never become fo
perfe&t a copy of ZeNo, if he had not paf-
fed his life with him ; that PLaTo, ARIs-
ToTLE, and the other philofophers of that
fchool, profited more by the example,
than by the difcourfe of SocraTes. [But
here by the way SExECA miftook ; for So-
crATES died two years according to fome,
and four years according to others, before
the birth of ArisTorLE: and his miftake
might come from the inaccuracy of thofe
who colle@ed for him ; as ERasmus ob-
e s + ferves
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ferves, after QUINTILIAN, in his judgment
-on SENecA.] Butbe this, which was{carce
worth a parenthefis, as it will; headds that
MeTRroDORUS, HERMACHUS, and Po-
LY AENUS, men of great note, were formed
by living under the fame roof with Ep cu-
RUS, not by frequenting his fchool. Thefe
are inftances of the force of immediate ex-
ample. But your lordthip knows that the
citizens ‘of Rome placed . the images -of
their anceftors in the veftibules of their
houfes ; fo that whenever they went in or
out, thefe venerable buftoes met their eyes,
and recalled the glorious actions of the
dead, to fire the living, to excite them to
imitate and even to emulate their great
forefathers. ‘The fuccefs anfwered the de-
fign. 'The virtue of one generation was
transfufed by the magic of example into
feveral : and a fpirit of heroi{fm was main-
tained through many ages of that common-
wealth. Now thefe are fo many inftances
of the force of remote example, and from
: C3z all
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all thefe inftances we may conclude that
examples of both kinds are neceffary.

The fchool of example, my lord, is
the world: and the mafters of this {chool
are hiftory and experience. Iam far from
contending that the former is preferable to
the latter. I think upon the whole other-
wife: but this I fay, that the former is ab-
folutely neceffary to prepare us for the lat-
ter, and to accompany us whilft we are
under the difcipline of the latter; that is,
through the whole courfe of our lives.
No doubt fome few men may be quoted,
to whom nature gave what art and in-
duftry can give to no man. But fuch ex~
amples will prove nothing againft me, be-
caufe I admit that the ftudy of hiftory
without experience is infufficient, but af-
fert that experience itfelf is fo without
genius. Genius is preferable to the other
two, but I would wifh to find the three
together: for how great foever a genius
-may be, and how much foever he may ac-

quire
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quire new light and heat as be proceeds in
his rapid courfe, certain it is that he will
never thine with the full luftre, nor fhed
the full influence he is capable of, unlefs
to his own experience he adds the experi-
ence of other men and other ages. Ge-
nius, without the improvement at leaft of
experience, is what comets once were
thought to be, a bla2ing meteor, irregular
in hiscourfe, and dangerousin his approach;
of no ufe to any {yftem, and able to de-
firoy any. Mere fons of earth, if they
have experience without any knowledge of .
the hiftory of the world, are but half
{cholars in the fcience of mankind. And
if they are converfant in hiftory without
experience, they are worfe than ignorant ;
they are pedants, always incapable, fome-
times meddling and prefuming. The man,
who has all three, is an honor to his
country, and a public blefling: and fuch
I truft your lordfhip will be in this centu-.
ry, as your great-grand-father * was in
the laft,

* Earl of CrarenDoN.

C3 I
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I have infifted a little the longer on this
head, and have made thefe diftinions the
rather, becaufe tho I attribute a great’
deal more, than many will be ready to al-
low, to the ftudy of hiftory ; yet I would
not willingly even feem to fall into the ridi-
culeofafcribing toit fuch extravagariteffects,
as feveral have done, from TurLLy down
to CasauBoN, LA MoTHE LE VAYER,
and other modern pedants. When TuLLy
informs us in the fecond book of his Tufcu-
landifputations, that the firft Scrrio AFr1-
canvus had always in his hands the works of
XEeNoPHON, he advances nothing but what
is probable and reafonable. To fay nothing
of the retreat of the ten thoufand, nor
of other parts of X &NoPHON’s writings; the
mages of virtue, reprefented in that admi-
rable picture the Cyropaedia, were proper.
" to entertain 2 foul that was fraught with
virtue, and Cyrus was worthy to be imi-
" tated by Scrpro. So SELim emulated CaE-
sAR,whofecommentaries were tranflated for
his ufe againft th cuftoms of the Turks:

fo
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fo Carsar emulated ALEXANDER, and
ALEXANDER AcHILLES. There is no-
thing ridiculous here, except the ufe that
is made of this paffage by thofe who quote
it. But what the fame TuLLY faysin the °
fourth book of his academical difputations,
concerning LucuLLus, feems to me very
extraordinary. ¢ In Afiam fatus impera-
“ tor venit; cum effet Rom4 profetus rei
« militaris rudis;” (one would be ready to
afcribe fo fudden a change, and {o vaft an
improvement, to nothing lefs than know-
ledge infufed by infpiration, if we were not
affured in the fame place that they were ef-
feCted by very natural means, by fuch as it
is inevery man’s power toemploy) ¢ partim
«¢ percontando 4 peritis, partim in rebus
¢« geftis legendis.” LucuLLus, according
to this account, verified the reproach on the
Roman nobility, which SALusT puts into
the mouth of Marius. But as I difcover
the paffion of MaR1Us, and his prejudices
to the Patricians in one cafe; fo I difcover,
methinks, the cunningof TuLLy, and his

C4 partiality
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partiality to himfelf in the other. Lucur-
Lus, after he had been chofen conful, ob-
tained by intrigue the government of Cili-
cia, and fo put himfelf into a fituation of
* commanding the Roman army againft Mi1-
THRIDATES: TULLY had the fame govern-
ment afterwards, and tho he had no Mi-
THRIDATES nor any other enemy of con-
fequence oppofed to him, tho all his mili-
tary feats confifted in {urprizing and pillaging
a parcel of highlanders and wild Cilicians,
yet he affumed the’airs of a conqueror,
and deferibed his actions in fo pompous a
ftile, that the account becomes burlefque.
He laughs indeed in one of his letters to
ATTIcUs at his generalthip; but if we turn
to thofe he writ to Coer1us Rurus and to
CaTouponthis occaﬁon ortothofe wherein
he exprefles to ATTICUS his refentment
againft CaTo, for not propofing in his fa-
vour the honors ufually decreed to conquer-
ors we may fee how vanity turned his head,
and how impudently he infifted on obtain-
ing a tnumph Is it any | ftrain now to fup-
pof:
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pofe, that he meant to infinuate in the
paffage I have quoted about LucuLrrus,
that the difference between him and the
former governor of Cilicia, even in military
merit, arofe from the different conjuncture
alone? and that Lucurrus could not have
done in Cilicia at that time more than he
himfelf did? Cicero had red and quefti-
oned at leaft as muci as LucuLLrus, and
would therefore have appeared as great a
captain, if he had had as greata prince as
MITHRIDATES to encounter. But the truth
is, that LucurLus was made a great cap-
tain by theory or the ftudy of hiftory alone,
-no more than FERDINAND of Spain and
AvpuoNnsus of Naples were cured of del-
perate diftempers by reading Livy and
QuinTus CurTIus; a filly tale which
BopiN, AMyoT, and others have picked
up and propagated. LucuLLus had ferved
in his youth againft the Marfi, probably in
other wars, and SyLra took early notice
of him: he went into the eaft with this
general, and had a great fhare in his con-
' ' ' fidence.
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fidence. He commanded in feveral expe-
ditions, It was he who reftored the Co-
lophonians to their liberty, and who pu-
nithed the revolt of the people of Myte-
lene. Thus we fee that LucuLrus was
formed by experience as well as ftudy,
and by an experience gained in thofe very
countries, where he gathered fo many lau-
rels afterwards in fighting againft the fame
enemy. Thelate duke of MARLBOROUGH
never red XENorHON moft certainly,. nor
" the relation perhaps of any modern wars ;
but he ferved in his youth under monfieur
de TurENNE, and Thave heard that he was
taken notice of in thofe early days by that
great man. Heafterwards commanded in
an expedition to Ireland, ferved a campaign
or two, if I miftake not, under king Wit-
r1aMmin Flanders: and, befides thefe oc-
cafions, had none of gaining experience in
war, till he came to the head of our ar-
mies in one thoufand feven hundred and
two, and triumphed, not over Afiatic
troops, but over the veteran armies of

' France,
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France. The Roman had on his fide genjus
and experience cultivated by ftudy : the
Briton had genius improved by experience,
and no more. 'The firft therefore is notan
example of what ftudy can do alone; but

the latter is an example of what genius and
experience can do without ftudy. They
can do much to be fure, when the firft is
given in a fuperior degree. But fuch ex-
amples are very rare: and when they hap-
pen, it will be fill true, that they would
have had fewer blemifhes, and would
have come nearer to the perfection of pri-
vate and public virtue, in all the arts of
peace and atchievements of war; if the
views of fuch men had been enlarged, and
their fentiments ennobled, by acquiring
that caft of thought and that temper of
mind, which will grow up and become
habitual in every man who applies himfelf
early to the ftudy of hiftory as the ftudy of
philofophy, with the intention of being
wifer and better, without the affeCtation
of being morg learned. -
The
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THE temper of the mind is formed,
and a certain turn given to our ways of
thinking ; in a word, the feeds of that
moral chara@er which cannot wholly alter
the natural charater, but may correé the
evil and improve the good that is in it, or
do the very contrary, or fow betimes,
much fooner than is commonly fuppofed.
It is equally certain, that we fhall gather
or not gather experience, be the better
or the worfe for this experience, when
we come into the world and mingle
amongft mankind, according to the tem-
per of mind, and the turn of thought,
that we have acquired beforehand, and
bring along with us. They will tin@ture
all our future acquifitions, fo that the very
fame experience, which fecures the judg-
ment of one man or excites him to vir-
tue, fhall lead another into error, or plunge
him into vice. From hence it follows,
that the ftudy of hiftory has in this refpet
a double advantage. If experience alone
can make us perfe& in our parts, experi-

ence
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ence cannot begin to teach them till we
are actually on the ftage: whereas by a
previous-application to this ftudy, we conn
them over at leaft before we appear there:
we are not quite unprepared, we learn qur
parts fooner, and we learn them better.

Let me explain what I mean by an ex-
ample. - There is {carce any folly or vice
more epidemical among the fons of men,
than that ridiculous and hurtful vanity, by
which the people of each country are apt
to prefer themfelves to thofe of every o-

ther; and to make their own cuftoms’

and manners and opinions the ftandards
of right and wrong, of true and falfe.
The Chinefe mandarians were ftrangely
furprifed, and almoft incredulous, when
the Jefuits fhewed them how fmall a fi-
gure their empire made in the general map
of theworld. The Samojedes wondered
much at the Czar of Mufcovy for not liv-
ing among them: and the Hottentott,
who returned from Europe, ftripped him-~
felf naked as foon as he came home, put on

his

i m g
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his bracelets of guts and garbage, and
grew ftinking and lowfy as faft as he
could. Now nothing can contribute more
to prevent us from being tainted with this
vanity, than to accuftom ourfelves early
to contemplate the different nations of the
earth in that vaft map which hiftory
fpreads before us, in their rife and their
fall, in their barbarous and civilized
ftates, in the likenefs and unlikenefs of
them all to one another, and of each to
itfelf. By frequently renewing this pro-
fpe& to the mind, the Mexican with his
cap and coat of feathers, facrificing a
human vi&im to his god, will not ap-
pear more favage to our eyes, than the
Spaniard with an hat on his head, and
a gonilla round his neck, facrificing
whole nations to his ambition, his ava-
rice, and even the wantonnefs of his cru-
elty. Imight fhew, by a multitude of
other examples, how hiftory prepares us
for experience, and guides us in it: and
-many of thefe would be both curious aqd

important.
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important, I might likewife bring feveral
othet inftances, wherein hiftory ferves to
purge the mind of thofe national partiali-
ties and prejudices that we are apt to con«
tra®t in our education, and that experi-
ence for the moft part rather confirms
than removes; becaufe it is for the moft
part confined, like our education. But
1 apprehend growing too - prolix, and
fhall therefore conclude this head by ob-
ferving, that tho an early and proper ap-
plication to the ftudy of hiftory will con-
tribute extremely to keep our minds free
from a ridiculous partiality in favour of
'our own country, and a vicious prejudice
againft others; yet the fame ftudy will
create in us a preference of affeGtion to
our own country. There isa ftory told
of ABcarus. He brought feveral beafts
taken in different places to Rome, they fay,
and let them loofe before AuGusTus: e-
very beaft ran immediately to that partof
the Circus, where a parcel of earth taken

I ' - from
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from his native foil had been laid.  « Cre=
dat Judaeus Apella”. This tale might pafs
on JosepHus; for in him I believe I red
it: but furely the love of our country is
a leflon of reafon, not an inflitution of
nature. Education and habit, obliga-
tion and intereft, attach us to it, not in-
ftin&. It is however fo neceffary to be
cultivated, and the profperity of all focie-
ties, as well as the grandeur of fome, de-
pends upon it fo much, that orators by
their eloquence, and poets by their en-
~ thufiafin, have endeavoured to work up
this precept of morality into a principle of
paffion. But the examples which we
find in hiftory, improved by the lively
defcriptions and the juft applaufes or cen-
fures of hiftorians, will have a much bet-
ter and more permanent effet than de-
clamation, or fong, or the dry ethics of
mere philofophy. In fine, to converfe
with hiftorians is to keep good company:’
many of them were excellent men, and
thofe who were not fuch have taken care
however toappear fuch in their writings.

4 I
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It muft be therefore of great.ufe to pre-
pare our felves by this converfation for that
of the world ; and to receive our firft im-
.preflions, and to acquire our firft habits, in
a fcene where images of virtue and vice are
tontinually reprefented to us in the colors
that belong properly to them, before we
enter on another fcene, where virtue and
vice are too often confounded, and what
belongs. to one is afcribed to the other.

- Besipes the advantage of beginning our
acquaintance with mankind fooner, and
of bringing with us into the world, and
the bufinefs of it, fuch a caft of thought
and fuch a temper of mind, as will ena~
ble us to make a better ufe of our experi-
ence; there is this farther advantage in
_the ftudy of hiftory, that the improve-
ment we make by it extends to more ob-
jects, and is made at the expence of other
anen: whereas that improvement, which
is the effet of our own experience, is
confined to fewer objets, and is made at
Voo, . D our
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our own expence. To ftate the account
fairly therefore between thefe two ims
provements; tho the latter be the more
valuable, yet allowance being made on
one fide for the much greater number of
examples that hiftory prefents to us, and
deduction being made on the other of the
price we often pay for our experience,
the value of the former will rife in pro-
portion. ¢ I have recorded thefe things,
fays PoLvB1vs, after giving an account of _
the defeat of REGULYs ¢ that they who
«¢ read thefe commentaries may be render-
¢ ed better by them; for all men have two
- ¢ ways of improvement, one arifing from
¢ their own experience, and one from the .
¢ experience’ of others.” ¢ Evidentior
quidem illa eft, quae per propria ducit
¢« infortunia; at tutior illa quae per aliena.”
1 ufe Casauson’s tranflation. PoLyBI-
us goes on, and concludes, ¢ that fince
¢ the firft of thefe ways expofes us to
<« great labor and peril, whilft the fe-
.« cond works the fame good effect, and
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* is attended by n evil circumftance,
“ every one ought to take for grant-
« ed, that the ftudy of hiftory is the
« beft fchool ‘where he can learn how to
“ condu himfelf in all the fituations of
¢« life.” RecurLys had feen at Rome
many examples of magnanimity, of fru-
gality, of the contempt of riches and
of other virtues; and thefe virtues he
practifed. But he had not learned, nor
had opportunity of learning another leflon,
which the examples recorded in hiftory
~ inculcate frequently, the leflon of mode-
ration. An infatiable thirft of military
fame, an unconfined ambition of extend-
ing their empire, an extravagant con-
fidence in their own courage and force,
an infolent contempt of their enemies, and
an impetuous over-bearing fpirit with
which they purfued all their enterprizes,
compofed in his days the diftinguithing
‘charalter of a Roman. Whatever the
fenate and people refolved, " appeared te
the members of that commonwealth both

D2 - pradti-
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practicable and juft. Neither difficulties
nor dangers could check them; and their
fages had not yet difcovered, that virtues
in excefs degenerate into vices. Not-
thhﬁandmg the beautiful - rant which -
Horace puts into his mouth, I make
- nodoubt thatREGuLUs learned at Carthage
;hofe leflons of moderation which he had
not learned at Rome: buthe learned them
by experience, and the fruits of this ex-
perience came too late, and coft too dear;
for they coft the total defeat of the Roman
‘army, the prolongation of a calamitous
war which might have been finithed by
a glorious peace, the lofs of liberty to
thoufands of Roman citizens, and to RE-
cuLus himfelf the lofs of life in the midft
of torments, if we are entirely to credit
what is perhaps exaggeration in the Ro-
man authors;

. Tuere is another advantagc worthy
our obfervation that belongs to the ftudy
of hiftory ; and that T thall mention here,
- ' : e not
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hot only becaufe of the importance of
it, but becaufe it leads me immediately
to fpeak of the nature of the improve-
ment we ought to have in our view, and
of the method in which it feems to me
that this improvement ought to be pur-
fued: two particulars from which your
lordthip may think perhaps that I digrefs
too long. The advantage I mean con-
fifts in this, that the examples which

hiftory prefents to us, both of men and -

of events, are generally complete : the
whole example is before us, and confe-
quently the whole leffon, or fometimes

the various leflons which philofophy pro- '

pofes to teéach us by this example. For
firft, as to men; we fee them at their
whole length in hiftory, and we fee
them generally there through a medium

lefs partial at leaft than that of experi-

ence: for I imagine, that a whig or a
tory, whilft thofe parties fubfifted, would
have condemned in SATURNINUS the fpirit

of fa&tion which he applauded in his own
D 3 tribunes,
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tribunes, and would have applauded in
Drusus the fpirit of moderation which
he defpifed in thofe of the contrary party,
and which he fufpeGted and hated in
thofe of his own party, The villain. who
has impofed on mankind by his power or
cunning, and whom experience could
not unmafk for a time, is unmafked at
length: and the honeft man, who has
been mifunderftood or defamed, is jufti-
fied before his ftory ends. Or if this
does not happen, if the villain dies with
his mafk on, in the midft of applaufe
and honor and wealth and power, and
if the honeft man dies under the fame
load of calumny and difgrace under which
he lived, driven perhaps into exile and
cxpofed to want; yet we fee hiftorical
juftice executed, the name of one brand-
ed with infamy, and that of the other
celebrated with panygeric to fucceeding
ages. ‘ Praecipuum munus annaliom
“ reor, ne virtutes fileantur ; utque pra-
s« vis dictis faéhfquc ex: poﬁerltatc et in-

({4 famla
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« famii metus fit.” Thus according to .
Tacrtus, and according to truth, from
which his judgments feldom deviate, the
principal duty of hiftory is to eret a tri-
bunal, like that among the Egyptians,
mentioned by Dioporus Sicurus, where
men and princes themfelves were tried,
and condemned or acquitted, after their
deaths: where thofe who had not been
punithed for their crimes, and thofe who
had not been honored for their virtues,
received a juft retribution. The fen-
tence is pronounced in one cafe, as it was
in the other, too late to corre® or re-
compence; butitis pronounced in time to
renderthefe examples of general inftruction
to mankind, ‘Thus Cicero, that I may
quote one inftance out of thoufands, and
that Imay dojuftice to the general character
of that great man whofe particular failiny I
have cenfured fo freely; Cicero, I fay,
was abandoned by OcTAvius, and maffa-
cred by ANTHONY. But let any man read
this fragment of ARELL1US Fuscus, and

E D4 chufg
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chufe which he would wifh te have beem;
the orator, or the triumvir? ¢ Quoad
« humanum genus - incolume manferit,
« quamdiu ufus litteris, honer fummae
« eloquentiae pretiumerit, quamdiu rerum
¢ natura aut fortuna fteterit, aut memoria
¢ duraverit, admirabile pofteris vigebis in<
¢ genium, et uno profcriptus feculo, pros
¢ {cribes Antonium omnibus.,”

THus again as to events that ftand re-
corded in hiftory: we fee them all, we:
fee them as they followed one another, or
as they produced one another, caufes oi' )
cffects, immediate or remote. We are
caft back, as it were, into former agesz -
we live with the men who lived before us,
~and we inhabit countries that we never
faw. Place is enlarged, and time pro-
Jonged, in this manner; fo that the man
who applics himfelf early to the ftudy of
hiftory, may acquire in a few years, and
before he fets his foot abroad in the world,
not only a more extended knowledge of

U ~ mankind,
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mankind, but the experience of more
centuries than any of the patriarchs faw.
The events we are witnefles of, in the
courfe of the longeft life, appear to us
very often original, unprepared, fingle,
and un-relative, if I may ufe fuch an ex-
preffion for want of a better in Englith;
. in French I would fay ifol¢z : they appear
fuch very often, are called accidents,
and looked upon as the effets of chance;
e word, by the way, which is in conftant
ufe, and has no determinate meaning.
We get over the prefent difficulty, we
improve the momentary advantage, as
well as we can, and we look no farther.
Experience can carry us no farther; for
experience can go a very little way back
in difcovering caufes: and effeGts are not
the obje@s of experience till they happen. -
From hence many errors in judgment,
and by confequence in condud, necef-
farily arife. And here too lyes the differ-
‘ence we are fpeaking of between hiftory
and “experience. ‘The advantage on the
AR . fide
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fide of the former is double. In ancient
hiftory, as we have faid already, the ex-
amples are complete, which are incom-
plete in the courfe of experience. The
beginning, the progreffion, and the end
appear, not of particular reigns, much
lefs of particular enterprizes, or fyftems
of policy alone, but of governments, of
nations, of empires, and of all the various
fyf’cems that have fucceeded one another '

in the courfe of their duration, In mo-

dern hiftory, the examples may be, and
fometimes are, incomplete; but they have
this advantage when they are fo, that they
ferve to render complete the examples of
our own time. Experience is doubly
defe&tive; we are born too late to feg
the beginning, and we die too foon to fee
the end of many things. Hiftory' fup-
plies both thefe defe@ts.. Modern hiftory
fhews the caufes, when experience pre-
fents the effets alone: and ancient hif-
tory enables us to guefs at the effe@ts, when
experience prefents the caufes alone. Let

me
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me explin my meaning By two examples
of thefe kinds ; one paﬁ:, the other actu-
ally prefcnt.

WHeN the revolution of one thoufand
fix hundred eighty eight happened, few
men then alive, I fuppofe, went farther
in their fearch after the caufes of it, than
the extravagant attempt of king James
againft the religion and liberty of his peo-
ple. His former conduct and the paflages
of king CuarrEs II’s reign might rankle
ftill at the hearts of fome men, but could
not be fet to account among the caufes of
his depofition ; fince he had fucceeded, not-
withftanding them, peaceably to the throne,
and the nation in general, even many of
thofe who would have excluded him from
it, were defirous, or at leaft willing, that he
fhould continue in it, Now this example
thus ftated affords, no doubt, much good
inftruion to the kings, and people of Bri-
tain. But this inftrucion is not entire, be-
¢aufe the example thus ftated, and confined

tg
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to the experience of that age, is imperfeét.
King JAMEs’s mal-adminiftration rens
dered a revolution neceffary and practica-
ble; but his mal-adminiftration, as well
as all his preceding condu&®, was caiifed
by his bigot attachment to popery, and
to the principles of arbitrary government,
from which no warning could divert him,
His bigot attachment to thefe was caufed
by the exile of the royal family; this ex«
ile was caufed by the ufurpation of Crom-
weL: and CRoMwEL's ufurpation was
the effect of a former rebellion, begun not
without reafon on account of liberty,
but without any valid pretence on account
of religion. During this exile, our princes
caught the taint of popery and foreign po-
litics,. 'We made them unfit to govern
ws, and after that were forced to recal them
that they might refcue us out of anarchy.
~ It was neceffary therefore, your lordthip
fees, at the revolution,. and it is more fo
now, to go back in hiftory, at leaft as
far as I have mentioned, and perhaps far-
¢ . ther,
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ther, ‘even to the beginning of king James
the firft’s reign, to render this event a com-
plete example, and to develope all the wife,
honeft, and falutary precepts, with which it
is pregnant, both to king and fubjet.

.. 'TuE other example fhall be taken from
- what has fucceeded the revolution. Few
men at that time looked forward enough,
to forefee the neceflary confequences of the
new conftitution of the revenue that was .
foon afterwards formed, nor of the method
of funding that immediately took place;
which, abfurd as they are, have continued
ever fince, till it is become fcarce poffible
to alter them. Few people, I fay, fore-
faw how the creation of funds, and the
multiplication of taxes, would encreafe
yearly the power of the crown, and bring _
our liberties, by a natural and neceffary -
progreflion, into more real, tho lefs appa-
rent danger, than they were in before the
revolution. The exceffive ill hufbandry
practifed from the very beginning of king
4 WiLLiaM's
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WILLIAMS reign, and which laxd the
foundations of all we feel and all we fear,
was not the effe® of ignorance, miftake,
or what we call chance, but of defign and
fcheme in thofe who had the fway at that
time. I am not-fo uncharitable however
as to believe that they intended to bring
upon their country all' the mifchiefs that
we, who came after them, experience,
and apprehend. No, they faw the meafures
they took fingly, and unrelatively, or re-
latively alone to fome immediate object.
The notion of attaching men to the new .
government, by tempting them to embark
their fortunes on the fame bottom, was a
reafon of ftaté to fome: the notion’ of
creating a new, that is, a monied integeft,
in oppofition to the landed intereft or as
a balance to it, and of acquiring a fupe-
rior influence in the city of London at leaft
by the eftablithment of great corporations,
was a reafon of party to others: and I
make no doubt that the opportunity of

amafling immenfe eftates by the manage-
I - _ ment
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ment of funds, by trafficking in paper,
and by all the arts of jobbing, was a rea-
fon of private intereft to thofe who fup-
ported and improved this fcheme of ini-
quity, if not to thofe who devifed it. They
looked no farther. Nay we who came
after them, and have long tafted the bit-
ter fruits of the corruption they plant-
ed, were far from taking fuch an alarm
at our diftrefs, and our danger, as they
deferved ; till the moft remote and fatal

~ effe@ of caufes, laid by the laft gene-
" ration, was véry near becoming an obje&t
~of experience in this. Your lordfhip, I
am f{ure, fees at once how much a due re-
fleCtion on the paffages of former times, as
they ftand recorded in the hiftory of our
own, and of other countries, would have de-
terred a free people from trufting the fole
management of {o great a revenue, andthe
fole nomination of thofe legions of officers
employed in it, to their chief magiftrate. .
"There remained indeed no pretence for do-
ing fo, when once a falary was fettled on
the
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the prince, and the public revenie was no
longer in any fenfe his revenue, nor the
public expence his expence. Give me
leave to add, that it would have been;
and would be ftill; more decent with re-
gard to the prince, and lefs repugnant if
not more conformable to the principles
and practice’ too of our government, to
take this power and influence from the
prince, or to fhare it with him ; than to
“exclude men from the privilege of repres
fenting their fellow fubje@ts who would
chufe them in parliament, purely becaufe
they are employed and trufted by the
prince. | .

Younr lordfhip fees not only, how much

a due refleCtion upon the experience of
other ages .and countries would have
pointed out national corruption as the na~
tural and neceflary confequence of inveft-
ing the crown with the management of
fo great a revenue, but alfo the lofs of
. Liberty
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liberty as the. natural and neceffary con-
fequence of national corruption.

Thefe two examples explain fufficiently
what they are intended to explain. It only
remains therefore upon this head, to obferve
the difference between the two manners
in which hiftory fupplies the defe@s of
our own experience. It fhews us caufes
as in fac they were laid, with their im-
mediate effects: and it enables us to guefs
at future events. It can do no more in
the nature of things. My lord Bacon,
in his fecond book of the advancement
of learning, having in his mind I fuppofe
what PHiLo and JosepHus afferted of Mo-
ses, affirms divine hiftory to have this
prerogative, that the narration may be
before the fa&t as well as after. But fince
the ages of prophecy, as well as miracles,
are paft, we muft content ourfelves to
guefs at what will be, 'by what has been :
we have no other means in our power,
and hiftory furnifhes us with thefe. How

Vor. I, E we
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we are to improve, and apply thefe means,
as well as how we are to acquire them,
fhall be deduced more partxcularly in anc-
ther letter,

OF
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1. An objeftion againft the utility of
hiftory removed. 2, The falfe and true
aims of thofe who ftudyit. 3. Ofthe
hiftory of the firft ages, with reflec-
tions on the ftate of ancient hiftory

~ prophane and facred,

X TERE thefe letters to fall into
the hands of fome ingenious

perfons who adorn the age we live in;
your lordthip’s correfpondent would be
joked upon for his proje@ of improving
- Ez men
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men in virtue and wifdom by the ftudy of
hiftory. ‘The gereral charatters of men,
it would be faid, are determined by their
natural conftitutions, as their particular
attions ar¢ by immediate obje&ts. Many
very converfant in hiftory would be cited,

"~ who have proved ill men, or bad poli-

ticians; and a long roll would be pro-
duced of others who have arrived at 2
great pitch of private, and public virtue,
without any affiftance of this kind. Some-
thing has been faid already to anticipate
this objection; but fince I have heard
feveral perfons affirm fuch propofitions
with great confidence, a loud laugh, or
a filent fneer at the pedants who pre-
fumed to think otherwife ; I will fpend a
few paragraphs, with your lordfhip’s leave,
ta thew that fuch affirmations (for to
affirm amongft thefe fine men s to reafon)
~ either prove too much, or prove nothing.

IF our géncral chara&ters were deter-
mingd abfolutely, as they are certainly
' - ine

P |
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flusnced; by our conftitutions, and if
our particular actions were fo by imme-
diate objets; ill inftrution by pre-
cept as well as example, and all en-
deavours to form the moral tharater
by education, would be unneceffary. E-
ven the little care that is taken, and
~furely it is impoffible to take lefs, in
the training up our youth, would be too
much. But the truth is widely different
from this reprefentation of it; for what
is vice, and what is virtue? I fpeak of
them in a large and philofophical fenfe.
The former is, I think, no more than the
excefs, abufe, and mifapplication of ap-
petites, defires, and paffions, natural and
innocent, nay ufeful and neceffary. The
latter confifts in the moderation and go-
vernment, in the ufe and application of
thefe appetites, defires, and paffions, ac-
cording to the rules of reafon, and there- |
fore often in oppofition to their own blind
impulfe.

o E 3 W/hat



What now is education? that part,
that principal and moft neglected part of
it, I mean, which tends to form the mo-
ral chara&er? It is, I think, an inftitu-
tion defigned to lead men from their
tender years, by precept and example, by
argument and authority, to the practice
and to the habit of pratifing thefe rules,
'The ftronger our appetites, defires, and
paffions are, the harder indeed is the tafk
of education: but when the efforts of
education are proportioned to this ftrength,
altho our keeneft appetites and defires,
and our ruling paffions cannot be reduced
to a quiet and uniform fubmiffion, 'yet
are not their excefles affwaged ? are not
their abufes and mifapplications, in fome
degree, diverted or checked? Tho the
pilot cannot lay the ftorm, cannot he
carry the fhip by his art better through
it, and often prevent the wreck that would
always happen without him? 1f ALExAN=
pER, who loved wine, and was naturally
- choleric, had been bred under the feverity

o of



Of the STupy of HisTory.  §§

of Roman difcipline, it is probable he
would neither have made a bonefire of
Perfepolis for his whore, nor have killed
his friend. If Scrpio, who was naturally
given to women, for which anecdote
we have, if I miftake not, the authority
of PoryBivus, as well as fome verfes of
Nakevius preferved by A. GeLLius, had
been educated by Orympias at the court
of PaiL1e, it is improbable that he would
have reftored the beautiful Spaniard. In
thort, if the renowned SocrATES had not
corre¢téd nature by art, this firft apoitle
of the gentiles had been a very profligate
fellow by his own confeflion; for he was
- inclined to all the vices ZoPYRus imputed
to him, as they fay, on the obfervation of
his phyfiognomy,

With him therefore, who denies the ef-
feQs of education, it would be in vain to
difpute ; and with him who admits them,
there can be no difpute, concerning that
thare which I dfcribe to the ftudy of hif-

E 4 tory,
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. tory, in forming our moral chara&ers, and
making us better men. ‘The very perfons
- who pretend that inclinations cannot be re-
ftrained, nor habits corre@ed, againft our
- natural bent, would be the firft perhaps to
prove in certain cafes the contrary. A for-
tune at court, or the favours of a lady,
have prevailed on'many to conceal, and
they could not conceal without reftraining,
- which is one ftep towards correcting, the
~ vices they were by nature addicted to the
moft. Shall we imagine now, that the beau-
ty of virtue and the deformity of vice, the
charms of a bright and lafting reputati-
on, the terror of being delivered over as
criminals to all pofterity, the real benefit
arifing from a confcientious difcharge of
the duty we owe to others, which bene-
fit fortune can neither hinder nor take
away, and the reafonablenefs of con-
forming ourfelves to the defigns of Gop
manifefted in the conftitution of the human
nature ; fhall we imagine, I fay, that all
thefe are not able to acquire the fame power
over
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over thofe who are continually called upon
to a contemplation of them, and they who
apply themfelves to the ftudy of hiftory
are f{o called upon, as other motives, mean
and fordid in comparifon of thefe, can
ufurp on other men?

2. THAT the ftudy of hiftory, far from
making us wifer, and more ufeful citi-
zens, as well as better men, may be of
no advantage whatfoever; that it may
ferve to render us mere antiquaries and
~ fcholars, or that it may help to make us
forward coxcombs, and prating pedants,
I have already allowed. But this is not
the fault of hiftory: and to convince us
that it is not, we need only contraft the
true ufe of hiftory with the ufe that is
made of it by fuch men as thefe,. We
ought always to keep in mind, that hi-
tory is philofophy teaching by examples
how to condu¢t ourfelves in all the fitua-
tions of private and public life ; that there-
fore we muft apply ourfelves to it in a

) ' Philo'(
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philofophical fpirit and manher; that we
muft rife from particular to general know-
ledge, and that we thuft fit ourfelves for
the fociety and bufinels of mankind by
accuftoming our minds to - refle®t and
meditaté, on the chara&ers we find de-
fcribed, and the courfe of events we
find related there. Particular examples
may be of ufe fometimes in particular
“cafes; but the application of them is dan-
gerous. It muft be done with the utmoft
circumf{pettion, or it will be feldom done
‘with fuccefs. And yet one would think
that this was the principal ufe of the ftudy
of hiftory, by what has been written
on the fubjecti I know not whether
MacHiAVEL himfelf is quite free from
defect on this account : he feems to carry
the ufe and application of particular ex=
amples fometimes too far. Marius and
CaTutLys pafled the Alpes, met, and de-
feated the Cimbri beyond the frontiers of
]taly Is it fafe to conclude from hence,

. that whenever one people is invaded by
another,
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another, the invaded ought to meet and
fight the invaders at a diftance from their
frontiers? MACHIAVEL’s countryman,
GUICCIARDIN, was aware of the danger
‘that might arife from fuch an application of
examples. PETER of Medicis had involved
himfelf in great difficulties, when thofe-
wars and calamities began which Lewis
SrorzaA firft drew and entailed on Italy,
by flattering the ambition of CHARLEs the
cigth in order to gratify his own, and
calling the French into that country,
PeTER owed his diftrefs to his folly in de-
parting from the general tenor of conduct
his father LAureNcE had held, and hoped
to relieve himfelf by imitating his father’s
example in one particular inftance. At a
time when the wars with the pope and
_ king of Naples had reduced LaurENCE
to circumtftances of great danger, he took
~ the refolution of going to FERDINAND,
and of treating in perfon with that prince,
The rcfolutlon appearsin hiftory imprudent
and almolt defperate: were we informed
3 of
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of the fecret reafons on which this great
man a&ed, it would appear very poffibly
a wife and fafe meafure. It fucceeded,
and LAurRENCE brought back with him
public peace, and private fecurity. As
foon as the French troops entered the do-
“minions of Florence, PETER was ftruck
with a panic terror, went to CHARLES
the eigth, put the port of Leghorn, the
fortrefles of Pifa, and all the keys of the
country into this prince’s hands; whereby
he difarmed the Florentine common-
wealth,. and ruined himfelf. He was de-
prived of his authority, and driven out of
the city, by the juft indignation of the
‘magiftrates, and people: and in the trea-
~ ty which they made afterwards with the
king of France it was ftipulated, that
-PETER fhould not remain within an hun-
dred miles of the ftate, nor his brothers
within the fame diftance of the city of
Florence. On this occafion GUICCIARDIN
obferves, how dangerous it is o govern
ourfelves by particular examples ; fince, to
o have



Of the STrupy of HisToRY. 6%

have the fame fuccefs, we muft have the
fame prudence, and the fame fortune;

‘and fince the example muft not only an-

fwer the cafe before us in general, but in
every minute circumftance. ‘This is the
fenfe of that admirable hiftorian, and thefe
are his words------*¢ ¢ fenza dubio molto
¢« pericolofo il governarfi con gl’ efempi,
¢ {e non concorono, non folo in generale,
“ ma in tutti i particulari, le medefime
¢ ragioni; fe le cofe.non fono regolate con
¢ lamedefima prudenza, & feoltre a tutti
¢’ [j altri fondamenti, non v’ha la parte fua
 la medefima fortuna.” An obfervation
that BoiLEau makes, and a rule he lays
down in fpeaking of tranflations, will pro-
perly find their place here, and ferve to
explain flill better what I would eftablifh,
« To tranflate f{ervilely into modern lan-
« guageanancientauthor phrafe by phrafe,
“ and word by word, is prepofterous:
* nothing can be more unlike the origi-
¢ nal than fuch a copy. It is not to
f fhew, it is to difguife the author: and he

' “ who
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« who has known him only in this drefs,
« would not know him in his own. A good
¢ writer, inftead of taking this inglorious
« and unprofitable tafk upon him, will
« joufter contre Poriginal, rather imitate
v than tranflate, and rather emulate
¢ than imitate: he will transfufe the
+ fenfe and fpirit of the original into his
¢ own work, and will endeavour to
¢ write as the ancient author would have
¢ wrote, had he writ in the fame lan-
« guage.,” Now, to improve by examy
ples is to improve by imitation, We muft
catch the {pirit, if we can, ard conforme
ourfelves to the reafon of them; but we
muft not affst to tranflate fervilely in-
to- our condu&, if your lordfhip will
allow me the expreffion, the particular
condut of thofe good and great men,
whofe images hiftory fets before us,  €o-
pRuUs and the Decri1 devoted themfelves to
death: one, becaufe an oracle had foretold
that the army whofe general was killed,
would be vitorious; the others in com-

pliancc :
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pliance with a fuperftition that bore great
analogy to a ceremeny pradifed in the
old Egyptian church, and added after-
wards, as many others of the fame origin
were, to the situal of the Hraelites,
Thefe are examples of great magnani-
mity to be fure, and of magnanimity
employed in the moft worthy caufe. In
the early days of the Athenian and Roman
government, when the credit of ora-
¢les and all kinds of fuperftition prevailed,
when heaven was pioufly thought to de- -
light in blood, and even human blood
was fhed under wild notions of atone-
ment, propitiation, purgation, expiation,
and fauisfa&ioﬁ; they who fet fuch exam-
ples asthefe aGted an. heroical and a rational
pact too. Butifa general’ thould a& the
fame part now, and, in order to- fecure his
vitory, getkilledasfaft ashe could; he might
pafs for an hero, but ¥ am fure he would
pafs for amadman. Even thefe examples.
however are of ufe: they excite us at leaft
tQ venture our lives freely in the fervice of
our
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our country; by propofing to our imitation -
men who devoted themfelves to certain
death in the fervice of theirs. They fhew
us what a turn of imagination can operate,
and how thegreateft trifle, nay the greateft
abfurdity, drefled up in the folemn airs of
religion, can carry ardor and confidence,
or the contrary fentiments, into the breafts
of thoufands,

THERE are certain oeneral principlés,
and rules of life and condu& which al-
ways muft be true, becaufe they are
conformable to the invariable nature of
things. He who ftudies hiftory as he
would ftudy philofophy will foon dif-
tinguith and colle& them, and by doing
fo will foon formn to himfelf a general fyf-
tem of ethics and politics on the fureft
foundations, on the trial of thefe prin-
ciples and rules in all ages, and on
_ the confirmation of them by univerfal ex-
perience. I faid he will diftinguifh them;
for once more ] muft fay, that as to par-

ticular
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ticular modes of a&ions, and meafurés of
condu&, which the cuftoms of different
countries, the manners of differentages, and
the circumftances of different conjun&ures,
have appropriated, as it were, it is always
ridiculous, or imprudent and dangerous, to
employ them. But this is not all. By
contemplating the vaft variety of particular
chara&ers and events; by examining the
ftrange combinations of caufes, different,
remote, and feemingly oppofite, that often
concur in producing one effe¢t; and the fur-
prifing fertility of one fingle and uniform
caufe in the producing of a multitude of
effe@ts as different, as remote, and feem-
ingly as oppofite; by tracing carcfully, as
carefully as if the fubject he confiders were
of perfonal and immediate concern to him,’
all the minute and fometimes fcarce-per-
ceivable circumftances, either in the cha-
ratters of ators, or in the courfe of actions,
that hiftory enables him to trace, and ac-
cording to which the fuccefs of affairs, even
.thegreateft, is moftly determined; by thefe,

Vor. L ¥ and
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and fuch methods as thefe, for I might de-
fcend intoa much greater detail, a man of
parts may improve the ftudy of hiftory to
it’s proper and principal ufe; he may fharp-
en the penetration, fix the attention of his
mind, and ftrengthen his judgment; he may
acquire the faculty and the habit of difcern=
‘ ing quicker, and looking farther; and of
exerting that flexibility, and fteadinefs,
which are neceflary to be joined in the con-
du& of all affairs that depend on the con-
currence or oppofition of other men.

Mr. Locke, I think, recommends the
ftudy of geometry even to thofe who have
no defign of being geometricians: and he
gives a reafon for it, that may be applied
to the prefent cafe. Such perfons may
foraet cvery problem that has been pro-
poled, and every folution that they or others
have given; but the habit of purfuing long
trains of ideas will remain with them, and
they will pierce through the mazes of fo-
phifin and difcover a latent truth, "where

per?
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K perfons who have not this habit will never
find it.

In this mannef the ftudy of hiftory will
prepare us for action and obfervation. Hi-
ftory is theancient author: experience is the
modern language. We form our tafte on
the firft; we tranflate the fenfe and reafon,
we transfufe the fpirit and force: but we
imitate only the particular graces of the
~original; we imitate them according to the
idiom of our own tongue, that is we fubfti-
tute often equivalents in the lieu of them,
and are far from affe@ing to copy them fer-
vilely. To conclude, as experience is con-
verfant about the prefent, and the prefent
enables us to guefs at the future; fo hiftory
is converfant about the paft, and by know-
ing the things that have been, we become
better able to judge of the things that are,

Tuis ufe, my lord, which I make the
proper and principal ufe of the ftudy of hi-
ftory, isnot infifted on by thofe who have

Fe ' writ
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writ concerning the method to be followed
in this ftudy: and finte we propofe differ-
ent ends, we muft of courfe take different
ways. Few of their treatifes have fallen
into my hands: one, the method of Bopin, .
a man famousin his time, I remember to
have red. Itook it up with much expec-
tation many years ago; I went through it,
and remained extremely difappointed. He
might have given almoft any other title to
his book as properly as that which ftands
before it. There are not many pages in it
that relate any more to his fubje& than a
tedious fifth chapter, wherein he accounts
for the characters of nations according to
their pofitions on the globe, and according
to the influence of the ftars; and aflures
his reader that nothing can be more necef-
fary than fuch a difquifition, ‘¢ ad univer-
« fam hiftoriarum cognitionem, & incor-
¢ ruptum earum judicium.” In his me-
thod, we are to take firfta general view
of univerfal hiftory, and chronology, in
thort abftraéts, and then to ftudy all par-
2 ticular
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ticular hiftories and fyftems. Seneca
fpeaks of men wha fpend their whole lives
in learning how to a& in life, < dum vitae
« inftrumenta conquirunt.” I doubt that
$his method of Bopin would condu& us in
the fame, or as bad a way; would leave
us no time for a&ion, or would make us
unfit for it. A huge common-place book,
whereinall the remarkable fayings and facts
that we find in hiftory are to be regiftred,
may enable 2 man to talk or write like
Bopin, but will never make him a better
man, nor enable him to promote, like an
ufeful citizen, the fecurity, the peace, the
welfare, or the grandeur of the community
to which he belongs. I thall proceed there-
fore to fpeak of a method that leads to fuch
. purpofes as thefe directly and ccrtainly,
without any regard to the methods that
have been prefcribed by others.

I TaiNk then we muft be on our guard
againft this very affeGtation of learning, and

this very wantonnefs of curiofity, which
F 3 : the
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the examples and precepts we commonly
meet with are calculated to flatter and in--
dulge. We muft neither dwell too long
in the dark, nor wander about till we lofe
our way in thelight. We are too apt to#
carry fyftems of philofophy beyond all our
ideas, and fyftems of hiftory beyond all
our memorials. The philofopher begins
with reafon, and ends with imagination.
The hiftorian inverts this order: he begins
without memorials and he fometimes ends
-with them. This filly cuftom is fo pre-.
valent among men of letters who apply
themfelves to the ftudy of hiftory, and has
fo much prejudice and fo much authority
on the fide of it, that your lordfhip muft
give me leave to fpeak a little more par-
ticularly and plainly than I have done, in
favour of common fenfe, againft an abfurs

dity which is almoft fan&ifyed,

REFLECTIONS
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REFLECTIONS
On the ftate cf ancient HisTory.
THE nature of man, and the conftant
courfe of human affairs, render it impofii-
ble that the firft ages of any new nation
which forms itfelf thould afford authentic
materials for hiftory. 'We have none fuch
concerning the originals of any of thofe na-
tions that aGually fubfift, Shall we expet
ta find them concerning the originals of
nations difperfed, or extinguifhed, two or
three thoufand years ago? If a thread of
dark and vuncertain traditians, therefore,
is made, as it commonly is, the introduc-
tion to hiftary, we fhould touch it lightly,
and run fwiftly over it, far from infifting
on it either as authors or readers. Such in-
trodu&ionsare at beft no more than fanciful
preludeé, that try the inftruments, and
precede the concert. He muft be void of
judgment, and tafte, one would think,
who can take the firft for true hiftory, or
the laft for true harmony. And yet fo it
' Fs4 hasg
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has been and foiit is, not in Germany and
Holland alone; but in Italy, in France and
in England, where genius has abounded,
and tafte has been long refined. Our great
fcholars have dealt and deal in fables at leaft
as much as our poets, with this difference
to the difadvantage of the former, to whom
Imayapply the remark as juftly as Seneca
applyed it to the dialeticians----¢ triftius
« inepti funt. Illi ex profeffo lafciviunt;
« hi agere feipfos aliquid exiftimant.”
Learned men, in learned and inquifitive
ages, who poffefled many advantages that
we have not, and among others that of
~ being placed fo many centuries nearer the
original truths that are the objeéts of fo
much laborious fearch, defpaired of find-
ing them, and gave fair warning to pof-
terity, if pofierity would have taken it
The ancient geographers, as PLuT ARCH
fays in the life of TuEseus, when they laid
down in their maps the little extent of fea
and land that was known to them, left

great fpaces void.  In fome of thefe fpaces
' they
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they wrote, here are fandy defarts, in
others, here are impaffible marthes, here is
a chain of inhofpitable mountains, or here
isa frozen ocean. Juft fo both heand othes
hifkorians,. when. they related . fabulous
originals, were not wabting to fet out the
boynds beyond which there was neither
hiftory nor chronology. CENsorINUS has
preferved the diftinGtion of three aeras
eftablithed by Varro. This learned Ro-
man antiquary did not determine whether
thefirft period had any beginning, but fixed
the end of it at the firft, that is, according
to him, the Ogygian, deluge ; which he
placed I think fome centuries backwarder
than Jurius AFRICANUs thought fit to
place it afterwards. T this aera of abfo-
lute darknefs he fuppofed that a kind of
twilight fucceeded, from the Ogygian de-
luge to the Olympic aera, and this he called
- the fabulous age. From this vulgar aera
when Cor AEBUS was crowned victor, and
long after the true acra when thefe games
were inftituted by IpurTus, the Greeks
pretend
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pretend to be able to digeft their hiftory
with fome order, clearnefs, and certainty:
Varro therefore looked on it as the break
of day, or the beginning of the hiftorical
age. He might do fo the rather perhaps,
becaufe he included by it the date he like-
wife fixed, or, upon recolle@ion, thatthe
" elder CaTo had fixed, of the fouridation
. of Rome within the period from which he
~ fuppofed that hiftorical truth was to be
found. But yet moft certain it is, that the
hiftory and chronology of the ages that
follow are as confufed and uncertain, as
the hiftory and chronolagy of thofe which
immediately precede this aera,

1. The ftate of ancient profane hiftory.,

- THE Greeks. did not begin to write

in profe till PueRECIDES of Syros intro=
duced the cuftom: and Capmus MiLE-
s1us was their firft hiftorian. Now thefe
men flourithed long after the true, or
even the vulgar Olympic aera; for Jose-
: PHUS



Of th'c Stupy of HisTory, 23

‘prvsaffirms, and in this he has great pro-
bability on his fide, that CApmus MiLE~
stus, and AcusiLAUS ARGIVUS, ina word’
the oldeft hiftorians in Greece, were very
little more ancient than the expedition of
the Perfians againft the Greeks. As feveral
centuries paffed between the Olympic aera
and thefe firft hiftorians, there pafled like-
wife feveral - more between thefe and the
firft Greek chronologers. TimMoEus about
the time of PToLoMy PHILADELPHUS,
and ERATOSTHENES about that of PToro-
My EVERGETEs, feem firft to have di-
gefted the events recorded by them ac-
cording to. the olympiads. Precedent
writers mentioned fometimes the olym-
piads; but this rule of reckoning was
pot brought into eftablithed ufe fooner. .
The rule could not ferve to render hiftory
mare clear and certain till it was followed:
it was not followed till about five hundred
years after the Olympic aera, There re-
.mains therefore no pretence to place the
beginning of the hiftorical age fo high,
a8
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as VARRO placcd it, by five hundrcd
years

HELLANICUS indeed and others pre-
tended to give the originals of cities and
governments, and to deduce their narra-
tions from - great antiquity, ‘Their works
are loft, but we can judge how inconfi-
derable the lofs is, by the writings of that
age which remain, and by the report of
‘thofe who had’ feen the others. For in-
ftance, HERODOTUS was cotemporary
with HELLanicus. HERopOTUS was in-
quiﬁtivc enough in all con{cience, and pro-
pofed to publith all he could learn of the
antiquities of the Ionians, Lydians, Phry-
© gians, Egyptlans, Babylonians, Medes, and
Perfians ; that is of almoft all the nations
who were known in his time to exift. If
he wrote Affyriacs, we have them not ; but
we are fure that this word was ufed pro-
+ verbially to fignify fabulous legends, foon
after his time, and when the mode of

pub-
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publithing fuch relations and hiftories pre-
vailed among the Greeks.

- In the nine books we have, he goes back
indeed almott to the Olympic aera, with-
out taking notice of it. however; but he
goes back only to tell an old woman’s tale,
of a king who loft bis crown for thewing
his wife naked to his favourite, and from
CanpavuLes and GYGEs he haftens, or ra-
ther he takes a great leap, down to Cyrus.

SomeTHING like a thread of hiftory of
the Medes and then of the Perfians, to the
flight of Xerxes, which happened in his
own time, is carried on. ‘The events of
his own time are related with an air of
hiftory. But all accounts of the Greeks
as well as the Perfians, which precede
thefe, and all the accounts which he gives
occafionally of ‘other nations, were drawn
up moft manifeftly on broken, perplexed,

- and doubtful fcraps of tradition, Hehad

ggither original records, nor any authen--
tic
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tic memorials to guide bim, and yet thefe
are the fole foundations of true hiftory.
Heropotus flourithed, I think, little
more than half a century, and XENorHON
little more than a whole century, after the
death of Cyrus: and yet how various
and repugnant are the relations made by
thefe two hiftorians, of the birth, life, and
death of this prince? If more hiftories had
come down from thefe ages to ours, the
uncertainty and inutility of them all would
be but the more manifeft. We fhould
find that AcusiL Aus rejected the traditions
of Hesiop, that HELLANICUS contri--
dicted AcusiLaus, that EPHoRrus actufed
Herranicus, that TiMAEUs accufed E-
pHORUS, and all pofterior writers TIMAEUS.
This is the report of Josepuus. Butin
order to thew the ignorance and falfhood of
all thofe writers through whom the tradi-
tions of profane antiquity came to the
Greeks, I will quote to your lordthip, 2
much better authority than that of Jese«
PHUS; the authority of one who had no
pre-
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prejudice to byafs him, no particular canfe

to defend, nor fyftem of ancient hiftoryte -

eftablith, and all the helps as well as ta-
lents necéflary to make him a competent
judge. The man I meanis STRABO.

SpeakING of the Maflagetae in his

eleventh book, he writes to thiseffe&t: that
noauthor had given a true account of them,
tho feveral had writ of the war that Cy-
RUS \;vagcd againft them ; and that hifto-
rians had found as little credit in what they
had related concerning the affairs of the
Perfians, Medes, and Syrians. That this
was due to their folly : for obferving that
thofe who wrote fables profefledly were
held in efteem, thefe men imagined they
fhould render their writings more agree-
able, if under the appearance and pre-
tence of true hiftory they related what
they had neither feen nor heard from per-
- fons able to give them true information;
and that accordingly their only aim had

‘been to drefs up pleafing and marvellous

-

I : rela~
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relations: that one may better give credit
to Hestop and Homer, when they talk
of their heroes, nay even to dramatic
poets, than to CrtEesias, HerovoTus,
Herranicus, and their followers: that
it is not fafe to give credit even to the
greateft part of the hiftorians, who writ
voncerning ALEXANDER ; fince they too,
encouraged by the. greater repuitation of
this conqueror, by the diftance to which
he carried his arms, and by the difficulty
of difproving what they faid of acions
petformed in regions fo remote, Were apt to
deceive : thatindeed when the Roman em-
pire on one fide, and the Parthian on the
other, came to extend themfelves, the truth
.of things came to be better known.

You fee, my lord, not only how late
-profane hiftory began to be writ by the
Greeks, but how much later it began to
be writ with any regard to truth : and con-
fequently what wretched materials the

lcarncd men who arofe, after the age of
ALEX-
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ALEXANDER, had to employ, when they
attempted to form fyftems of ancient hi-
ftory and chronology. We have fome re-
mains of that laborious compiler Diopo-
»us Sicurus, but do we find in him any
thread of ancient hiftory, I mean that
which paffed for ancient in his time ? what
complaints on the contrary does he not

" make of former hiftorians ? how frankly

does he confefs the little and uncertain light
he had to follow in his refearches ? Yet

 Droborus, as well as PLuTarcH and

others, had not only the older Greek hifto~
rians,” but the more modern antiquaries,

- who pretended to have fearched into the

tecords and regifters of nations, even at

that time renowned for their antiquity.

Berosus for inftance and MaNETHO, one
d Babylonian and the other an Egyptian
prieft, had publifhed the antiquities of their
countries in the time of the Proromys.
Brrosus pretended to give the hiftory - of
four, hundred eighty years. Priny, if I
remember right, for I fay. this on memory, |

Vor. I, - G -~ fpeaks
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fpeaks to thiseffect in the fixth book of his
natural hiftory: and if it was fo, thefe
years were probably yearsof NaBonassar.
ManEeTHo began his hiftory, Gop knows
when, from the progrefs of Isis, or fome
other.as well afcertained period. He fol-
~ lowed the Egyptian traditions of dynafties
of Gods and Demi-Gods ; and derived his
anecdotes fromthe firft MErcury, whohad
infcribed them in facred chara&ers, on an-
~ tedeluvian pillars, antediluvian at leaft ac-
cording: to our received chronology, from
which the fecond MERCURY had tranfcribed
them, and inferted them into his works.
We have not thefe antiquities; for the
monk of Viterbo was foon detected: and
if we had them, they would either add to
our uncertainty, and encreafe the chaos of - -
learning, or tell us ‘nothing worth our
knowledge. . For thus I reafon. Had they
. given particular and hiftorical accounts con-
‘formable to the fcriptures of the Jews;
JossEpHus, JurLius AFricanus, and Ev-

sEBIUs would have made quite other ex-

’ 2. - . ctralls
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* tra&s from their writings, and would have
altered and contradicted them lefs. The
accounts they gave therefore were repug-
nant to facred writ, or they were defective:
they would have eftablithed Pyrrhonifm,

~or have baulked our curiofity.

2. Of facred hiftory.

WHAT memorials therefore remain to
give us light into the originals of ancient
nations, and the hiftory of thofe agcs, we
commonly call the firft ages? The Bible
it will be faid; that is the hiftorical part
of it in the old teftament. But, my lord,
even thefe divine books muft be reputed
infufficient to the purpofe, by every can-
did and impartial man, who confiders
, either their authority as hiftories, or the
matter they contain. For what ate they ?
and how came they to us? At the time
when ALEXANDER carried his arms into
Afia, a people of Syria, till then unknown,
became known to the Greeks : this people

G2 had




3 LETTER L
had been flaves to the Egyptians, Affyridns,
Medes, and Perfians, as thefe feveral em-
pires prevailed: ten parts in twelve of
them had been tranfplanted by ancient con-
querors, and melted down and loft in the
eaft, feveral ages before the eftablithment -
of the empire that ALEXANDER deftroyed :
the other two parts had been carried captive
to Babylon a little before the fame aera.
This captivity was not indeed perpetual like
the other ; but it lafted fo long, and fuch
circumftances, whatever they were, accom-
panied it, that the captives forgot their
countty, and even their language, the He-

- brew diale& at leaft and charadter: anda

~ few of them only could be wrought upon,
by the zeal of fome particular men, to re-
turn home, when the indulgence of the
Perfian monarchs gave them leave to re-
build their city and torepeople their ancient
patrimony. Even this remnant of the na«
tion did not continue long entire. Another
great tranfmigration followed, and the
Jews that fettled under the protection of
the
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the ProLomys forgot their language in

, Egypt, 45 the forefathers of thefe Jews had
.. forgot thm;s in Chaldea. More attached
" however to their religion in Egypt, for

reafons eafy to be deduced from the new
inflitations that prevailed after the captivity
ambng them, than their anceftors had been
in Chaldea, a verfion of their facred writ-
ings' was made into Greek at Alexandria,
riot long after the canon of thefe fcriptures
had been finithed at Jerufalem ; for many

. years could not iritcrvcne between the death

bf Simon the juft, by whom this canon

was finithed, if he died during the reign
of P'roLOMY SoTER, and the beginning
of this famous tranflation under ProLomy

PurLapereyus.  The Hellenift Jews re-

ported as many marvellous things to autho-
rize, and even to fanéify this tranflation,
as the other Jews had reported about Es-
pRAswho began, and S1Mon the juft wha
fivithed, the canon of their feriptutes.

' Thefe holy romanees flid into tradition, and
‘tradmon becamc hiftory : the fathers of
G 3 our
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our chriftian church did not difdain to em-
ploy them. St. JEROME, for inftance,
laughed at the ftory of the feventy two
elders, whofe tranflations were found to be,
upon comparifon, word for word the fame, -
tho made feparately and by men who had
no communication with one another. But
the fame St. JeroME, in the fame place,
quotes ARISTEAS, one of the guard of
Proromy PHILADELPHUS as a real per-
fonage. :

- Tue account pretended to be writ by
this AR1sTEAs of all that paffed relating to
the tranflation, was enough for his purpofe.
This he retained, and he rejected only the
more improbable circumftances, which had
‘been added to the tale, and which laid it
open to moft {ufpicion. In this he thew-
ed great prudence, and better judgment,
than that zealous but weak apologift Jus-
TIN, who believed the who'e ftory him-
- {elf, and endeavouued to impofe it on man-
kind. ' '
| THus
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THus you fee, my lord, that when we'
canfider thefe books barely as hiftories,
delivered to us on the faith of a fuperftiti-,
ous people, among whom the cuftom and.
art of pious lying prevailed remarkably,
we may be allowed to doubt whether.
greater credit is to be given to what they
tell us concerning the original, compiled
in their own country and as it were out of
the fight of the reft of the world; than we
know, with fuch a certainty as no fcholar
prefumes to deny, that we ought to give to
what they tell us concerning the copy ?

THE Hellenift Jews were extremely
pleafed, no doubt, to have their {criptures
in a language they underftood, and that
might {pread the fame of their antiquity,
and do honour to their nation among their
mafters the Greeks. But yet we do not
find that the authority of thefe books pre-
vailed, or thateventhey were much known
among the Pagan world. The reafon of
this cannot be, that the Greeks admired na-

G 4 - thing -
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thing that was not of their own growth,
¢ fua tantum mirantur :” for on the con-
trary they were inquifitive and credulous
in'the higheft degree, and they collected
and publifhed at leaft as many idle traditi-
ons of other nations, as they propagated of
their own. Josepnus pretended that TrEO-
~ pompus, a difciple of IsocrATES, being
about to infert in his hiftory fo methings
he had taken out of holy writ, the poor
man became troubled in mind for feveral
'days; and that having prayed to God, during
an intermiffion of his illnefs, to reveal to
him the caufe of it, helearned in his fleep
. thatthisattempt wasthecaufe ; upon which
he quitted the defign and was cured. If
Jbs epHUs had been a little mare confiftent
- than he is very often, fuch a flory as'this
would not have been told, by one who was
fond, 25 Jews and Chriftians in general |
have been, to create an opinion that the
-Gentiles took not their hiftory alone, but
their philofophy and all their valuable
knowledge, from the Jews. Notwith-

ftanding
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~ ftanding this ftory therefore which is told

in the fiftecenth book of the Jewith anti-
quitiés, and means nothing, or means to
fhew that the divine providence would not
fuffer anecdotes of facred to be mingled
with profane hiftory; the practice of Jos
sepHUs himfelf, and of all thofe who have
had the fame defign in view, has been to
confirm the former by the latter, and at
any rate to fuppofe an appearance at leaft
of conformity between them. We are
told HEcATAEUs ABDERITA, for there
were two of that name, writ a hiftory fa-
vourable to the Jews: and not to muitiply
inftances though I might eafily do it, even .

ALExANDER PoryuisTor is called in.

He is quoted by Joszpsaus, and praifed by
Eusesius asa man of parts and great va-
riety of learning. His teftimony, about the
deluge and tower of Babel, is produced by
St.CyRriy in his firft book againft Jurian:
and Justin the apologilt and martyr, in
‘his exhortation to the Greeks; makes ufe
pf the fame authonty, among thofe that

mcntlon,
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mention MosEsas a leader and prince of the
Jews. Tho this PoLynis¥or, if I remem-
ber right what I think I have met with in
Suipas, fpoke only of 2 woman. he called
Moso, * cujus fcriptum fit lex hebraco-
« rum.” Had the Greek hiftorians been
conformable to the facred, I cannot fee that
their authority, which was not cotempo-
rary, would have been of any weight.
They might have copied Mosgs, and fo .
they did CTEstas. But even this was not
the cafe: whatever ufe a particular writer
here and there might make occafionally of
the {criptures, certain it is that the Jews
continued to be as much defpifed and their
hiftory to be as generally neglected, nay al-
moft as generally unknown,- for a long
time at leaft after the verfion was made at
- Alexandria, as they had been before. - Ap1-
“on an Egyptian, a man of much erudition,
appeared in the world fome centuries after-
wards. He wrote, among other antiqui-

ties, thofe of his own country: and as he

was obliged to fpeak very often of the Jews,
he
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he fpoke of them in-a manner ' neither
much to their honor nor to that of their
hiftories. He wrote pupofely againft them:
and JosepHus attempted afterwards, but
ArioNn was then dead, to refute him.
Arion pafled, ‘1 know, for a vain and
noify pedant; but he paffed likewife for'a
cnrious, a laborious, and a learned anti-
quary. ~If he was cabaliftical or fuperftiti-
ous, - JosePHU's was at leaft as much fo as
he: and if he flattered CaLlGuLA, Jose-
puvUs introduced himfelf to the court of
NEtro and the favour of PorpaEa, by no
very honorable means, under the prote@i-
on of ALJTURUS a player, and 2 Jew;
to fay nothing of his applying to VEspa-
S1AN the prophefies concerning the Mef-
fiah, nor of his accompanying Tr1TUS to
the fiege of Jerufalem.

IN fhort, my lord, the Jewith hiftory
never obtained any credit in the world, till
chriftianity was eftablithed. The founda-

tions of this fyftem bemg laid partly in
thefe
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thefe hiftories, and in the prophecies join-
ed to them or inferted in them, chriftianity
has refleCted back upon them an authority
which they had not before, and this au--
thority has prevailed wherever chriftianity .
has fpred.  Both Jews and Chriftians hold
the fame books in great venetation, whilft
each condemns the other for not under-
ftanding, or for abufing them. But I ap-
prehend that the zeal of both has done
much hurt, by endeavouring to extend
their authority much farther than is nécef-
fary for the fupport perhaps of Judaifm, but
~ to be fure of chriftianity. I explain myfelf
that I may offend no pious ear.. '

.. SimMoN, in the preface to his critical hi-
ftory of the old teftament, cites a divine of
the faculty of Paris, who held that the in-
fpirations of the authors of thofe books,
which the church réceives as the word of
Gop, fhould be extended no farther than
to matters purely of dorine, or to fuch
as bave a near and neceffary relation ta
’ ’ th_qfc i
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thefe; and' that whenever thefe authors
writ on other fubjects, fuch as Egyptian,
Afiyrian, or other hiftory, they had no -
more of the divine affiftance than any other
perfons of piety. This notion of infpira-
tions that came occafionally, that illumi«
nated the minds and guided the hands of
the facred pen-men while they were writ-
ing one page, and reftrained their influence .
while the fame authors were writing ano-
ther, may be cavilled againft: and what
is there that may not? But furely it deferves
to be treated with refped, fince it tends ta
eftablith a diftinGtion between the legal,
do@tinal, or prophetical parts of the bible,
and the hiftorical: without which diftinc- .
tion it is impoffible to eftablith the firft,
as evidently and as folidly as the interefts
of religion require: at leaft it appears
impoffible to me, after having examined
and confidered, as well as I am able, all
the trials of this kind that have been made
by fubtile as well as learned men. The
cld is faid to be the foundation of the new,

, and
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and fo it is in one fenfe: the fyftem of re-

_ ligion contained in the latter: refers to the

fyftem of religiop contained in the former,
and fuppofes the truth of it. But the au-
thority on which we receive the books of
thenew teftament isfo far frombeing found-
ed on the authority of the old teﬁarhcmj,'
that it is quite independent on it: the new

. being proved, gives authority totheold, but
“borrows none from it; and gives this au-

thority to the particular parts only. Chrift
came to fulfill the prophecies; but not to
confecrate all the written, any more than

- the oral, traditions of the Jews. We muft’

believe thefe traditions as far as they relate
to chriftianity, as far as chriftianity refers
to them, or fuppofes them neceflary; but
we can be under no obligation to believe

~ themany farther, fince without chriftianity

we {hould be under no obligation to believe
them at all.

It has been faid by Assapik, and o-
thers, ¢ That the accidents which have
. - ¢ happened
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« happened to alter the texts of the bible,
« and to disfigure, if T may fay fo, the
« feriptures  in many refpeds, could not
“ have been prevented without a perpe-
¢ tual ftanding miracle, and that a perpe-
“ tual ﬁandmg mlracle is not in the order
« of providence.” Now I can by no
means fubfcribe to this opinion. It feems
evident to my reafon that the very contrary
muft be true ; if we fuppofe that Gop ats
towards men according to the moral fitnefs
of things: and if we fuppofe that he a&s
arbitrarily;,” we can form no opinion at all,
I think that thefe accidents would not have
happened, or that the feriptures would have
been preferved entirely in their genuine pu-
rity notwithftanding thefe accidents; if
they had been entirely dictated by the Holy
Ghoft : and the proof of this probable pro-
~ pofition, according to our cleareft and moft
- diftin& ideas of wifdom and moral fitnefs,
is obvious and eafy, But thefe fcriptures
are not fo come down to us : they are come
down broken and confufed, full of addi-

tions,
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tions, interpolations, -and tranfpofitiafis,
made we neither know when, nor by
whom; and fuch, in fhort, as hever ap«
peared on the face of any other book, onr
whofe authority men have agreed to rely.

- 'Tuis being fo, my lord, what hypothe-
fis fhall we: follow ? Shall we adhere to
fome fuch diftin@ion as I have mentioned?
Shall we fay, for inftance, that the ferip~
tures were written originally by the authors
to whom ; they are vulgarly afcribed, but -
that thefe authors writ nothing by infpira-
tion, except the legal, the do&rinal, -and
" the prophetical parts, and that in every
other refpect their authority is purely hu-
man, and therefore fallible? Or fhall we
fay that thefe hiftories are nothing more
than compilations of old traditions, and
abridgments of old records, inade in later
times, - as they appear to every one who
reads them without prepoffeflion, and
with attention ? Shall weadd, that which
ever of thefe probabilities be true, we may
3 ' believe
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believe, confiftently with either, notwith-
{tanding the decifion of any divines, who
know no more than you er I, or any other
man, of the order of providence, thatall
thofe parts and paffages of the old tefta-
ment, which contain prophecies or mat-
ters of law or dorine, and which were
from the firft of fuch importance in the
defigns of providence to all future genera-
“%ions and even to the whole race of man-
kind, have been from the firft the peculiar
care of providence? Shall we infift that
fuch particular parts and paffages, which
are plainly marked out and fufficiently con-
firmed by the fyftem of the Chriftian re-
velation, and by the completion of the
prophecies, have been preferved from cor-
ruption by ways impenetrable to us, amidft
all the changes and: chances to which the
books wherein they are recorded have been
expofed ? And that neither original writers,
nor later compilers,,‘ have been fuffered to
makeany effential alterations, fuchas would
have falfifyed the law of Gop and the
Vor. L. H principles
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principles of the Jewifh and Chriftian re-
ligions, in any of thefe divine fundamental
truths? Upon fuch hypothefes, we may
affert without fcruple, that the gene-
alogies and hiftories of the old teftament
are in no refpect fufficient foundations
for a chronology from the beginning
of time, nor for Univerfal hiftory. But
then the fame hypothefes will fecure the
infallibility of fcripture authority as far as
religion is concerned. Faith and reafon
may be reconciled a little better than they
commonly are. I may deny that the old
teftament is tranfmitted to us under all the
conditions of an authentic hiftory, and yet
be at liberty to maintain that the paffages
in it which eftablith original fin, which
feem favourable to the doctrine of the Tri-
nity, which foretell the coming of the
Meffiah, and all others of fimilar kind,
are come down to us as they were original-
ly di&tated by the Holy Ghoft.

In
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In attributing the whole credibility of
‘the old teftament to the authority of the
new, and in limiting the authenticity of
- the Jewith fcriptures to thofe parts alone
that concern law, doGriné and prophecy,
by which their chronolagy and the far
greateft part of their hiftory are excluded,
I will venture to affure your lordthip that

1 do not aflume, fo much as is afflumed in_

every hypothefis, that affixes the divine

feal of infpiration to the whole canon; that

tefts the whole proof on Jewith veracity, .

and that prétends to account particularly
and pofitively for the defcent of thefe an-
tient writings in their prefent ftate,

ANOTHER reafon, for which I have in-
fifted the rather on the diftin@ion fo often
mentioned, is this. I think we may find
very good foundation for it even in the
bible : and tho this be a point very lit-
tle attended to, and much difguifed, it
would not be hard to thew, upon great in-
ducements of probability, that the law and

H 2 the
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the hittory were far from being blended
together as they now ftand in the penta-
teuch, even from the time of Mosts down
to that of Espras.  But the principal and
decifive reafon for feparating in fuch man-
ner the legal, doCrinal and prophetical
parts, from the hiftorical, is the neceflity
of having fome rule to go by: and I pro-
teft I know of none that is yet agreed up-
on. Icontent myfelf therefore to fix my
opinion concerning the authority of the old
teftament in this manner, and carry it thus
far only. We-tuft do fo, or we muft
enter into that labyrinth of difpute and
‘contradiction, wherein even the moft or-
thodox Jews and Chriftians have wander-
ed fo many ages, and ftill wander. Itis
ftrange but it is true ; not only the Jews
differ from the Chriftians, but Jews and
.Chriftians both differ among themfelves,
_concerning almoft every point that is ne-
~ceflary to be certainly known and agreed
upon, in order to eftablith the authority
- of books which both have received already

2 ) as
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as authentic ‘and facred. So that who-
ever takes the pains to -read what learned
men have writ on this fubject will find that
they leave the matter as doubtful as they

.took it up. Who were the authors of"
thefe fcriptures, when they were pub--

lithed, how they were compofed and pre-
ferved, or renewed, to ufe a remarkable

expreffion of the famous HueT in his de- -

monftration; in fine, how they were loft

during the captivity, and how they were

retrieved after it, areall matters of contro-
verfy to this day.

IT would be eafy for me to defcend

into a greater detail, and to convince your |

lordfhip of what I have been faying in ge-

neral by an indu&ion of particulars, even -
without any other help than that of a few -
notes which T took when I applyed myfelf

tothis examination, and which now lye be-

fore me. But fuch a digreffion would .
carry me too far: and I fear that you will

think I have faid already. more than enough
H 3 . upon
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upon this part of my fubje®. I go on
therefore to obferye to your lordfhip, that
if the hiftory of the old teftament was as
cxac and as authentic, as the ignorance
and impudence of fome rabbies have made
them affert that it is: if we cpuld believe
with them that Maoses wrote every fyllable
in the pentateuch as it now ftands, or that
. all the pfalms were written by Davip;
nay, if we could believe, with PH1roand
Josepuus, that Moskes wrote the account
of his own death and fepulture, and made
a fort of a funeral panegyric on hxmfelf
as we find them in the laft chapter of
Deuteronqmy; yes flill would T venture
to affert, that he who expeds to find a
fyftem of chronolpgy, or a thread of hi-
ftory, or fufficient materials for either, in
the bopks of the old teftament, expeéts to
find what the authors of thefe books, who-
ever. they were, never intended. They
are extra@ls of genealogies, not genealo-
gxcs, extra@s of hiftories, not hiftories.
The ]cws themfelyes allow their genealo-
glcs
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~gies to be very impérfec, and produce
examples of omiffions and errors in them,
which denote fufficiently that thefe genea-
* logies are extralls, wherein every genera-
tion in the courfe of defcent is not menti-
oned. I have red fomewhere, perhaps in
the works of St. JERoME, that this father
juftifies the opinion of thofe who think it
impofible to fix any certain chronology
on that of the bible: and this opinion will
be juftifyed ftill better, to the underftand-
ing of every man that confiders how grofly
the Jews blunder whenever they meddle
with chronology ; for this plain reafon,
becaufe their {criptures are imperfet in this
refpe®, and becaufe they rely on their
oral, to reftify and fupply their written,
traditions. 'That is, they rely on traditi-
ons compiled long after the canon of their
fcriptures, but dccmcd by them of equal
antiquity and authority. Thus for inftance;
DanieL and Sinmon the juft, according to
them, were members at the fame time of
the great fynagogue which began and
H 4 finithed
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finithed the canon of the old teftament,
under the prefidency of Espras. This
Espras was the prophet Maracui. Da-
r1vus the fon of HysTAsPES was ARTA\-,
ErxESLONGIMANUS; he was AHASUERUS,,
and he was the fame Darius whom
ALEXANDER conquered. This may ferve
as a fample of Jewifh chronology, formed
on their fcriptures which afford infufficient
lights, and on their traditions which afford
falfe lights. We are indecd more corret,
and come nearer to the truth in thefe in-
ftances, perhaps in fome others, becaufe
we make ufe of profane chronology to help
us. But profane chronology is itfelf fo
modern, fo broken, and- fo precarious,
that this help does not reach to the greateft
part of that time to which facred chrono-
logy extends; that when it begins to help,
it begins to perplex us too; and finally, that
* even with this help we fhould not have
had fo much as the appearance of a com-
plete chronological fyftem, and the fame
may be faid of Univerfal hiftory, if learned
men
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men had mot proceeded very wifely, on
one upiform' maxim, from the firft ages.
of chriftianity, whena cuftom of fanctify-
ing prophane learning, as well as prophane.
tites, which the Jews had imprudently:
laid afide, - was taken up by the Chriftians.:

The maxim: I mean is this,. that prophane;

authonty be admntted without fcruple or-

doubt, whenever it fays, or whenever it
can blc‘t_nadc to fay, if net totidem verbis,,
yet - totidem. fyllabis, 'or totidem. literis)
at leaft,. or whenever it gan be. made- byf
any interpretation to mean, ‘what confirms,’
or fuppliesin a confiftent manner, the holy-
writ; and. that the. fame authority be re-:
jeGed, when nothing. of "this kind can be-

done, but the contradiction or inconfift«

“ency remains irsecongcileable;” Such a liber-
ty as this would not be allowed in any other-
cafe; becaufe ‘it fuppofes .the: very thing-
that is.to. be proved. But we fee it taken;-

- very properly to be furé, ix favour .of fa-’

cred and infallible writings, when they are

compared with others,

In
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In order to perceive with the utmoft
evidence, that the fcope and defign of the
author or authors of the pentateuch, and
of the other books of the old teftament,
anfwer as little the purpofe of antiquaries,
in hiftory, as in chronology, it will be
fufficient briefly to call to mind the fum of
what they relate, from the creation of thg
world to the eftablithment of the Perfian
empire. If the antediluvian world con~
tinued one thoufand fix hundred and fifty
fix years, and if the vocation of ABRAHAM
is to be placed four hundred and twenty fix
years below the deluge, thefe twenty cen-
turies make almoft two thirds of the period
mentioned: and the whole hiftory of thexq .
is co,mpnzgd in eleven fhort chapters of’
Genefis; whichis ccrtamly the moft com-
pendlous extract that ever was made.
we examine the contents of thefe chapters,
do we find any thing like an univerfal
hiftory, or fo much as an abridgment of
it? Apam and EvE were created, they
broke the commandment of Gop, they

| - werg



Of the Stupy of HisToRry. 10’7‘

were driven out of the garden of Eden,
one of their fons killed his brother, but
their race foon multiplyed and peopled the.
carth. What geography now have we,.
what hiftory of this antediluvian world ?
Why none. Fhe fons of God, it is faid,
lay with the dapghters of men, and begot
giants, and Gop drowned all the inhabi-
tantsof the earth, except one family. After
 this we read that the earth was repeopled;
but thefechildren of one family weredivided
into feveral languages, even whilft they
lived togcthcr, fpoke the fame language :
and were employed in the fame work.
Out of one of the countries into which
they difperfed themfelves, Chaldaea, Gon
called ABRAHAM fome - time afterwards,
with magmﬁcent promxfcs, and conduced
"him to a country called Chanaan Did
thxs author, my lord mtend an univerfal
hlﬁory? Certamly not. The tenth chap-
ter of Genefis names mdecd fome of the
generations defccndmg from the fons of

NoAH, fome of the cities founded and
fome
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fome of the countries planted by them.
But what are bare names, naked of cir-
cumftances, without defcriptions of coun-
tries, or relations of events? They furnifh-
matter only for -guefs and’ difpute; -and
even the fimilitude of them, which is often
ufed as-a clue to lead us to the difcovery of
hiftorical truth, has notorioufly contributed
to propagate error, and to encreafe the
perplexity of ancient tradition.” Thefe
imperfect and dark accounts have not fur-
nithed matter for guefs and difpute alone,
but a much worfe ufe has been made of
them by Jewith rabbies, Chriftian fathers,
and Mahometan doctors, in their prophane
extenfions of this partof the Mofalc hiftory.
The creation 'of the firft man is defcribed
by fome, as if, Pteadamites, they had
~affifted at it. They tatk of his beauty as
if they had feen him, of his gigantic fize
as if they had meafured him, and of his
prodigious knowledge as’if they had con--
verfed with him, They point out the . °
very: fpot where Eve laid -her head the-
firft
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firft time he emjoyed her. They have

minutes of the whole converfation between

¢his mother of mankind, who damned

her children before {he bore them, and

the ferpent. Some are pofitive that Cain

quarrelled with AszL about a point of

do@rine, and others affirm that the difpute
arofe about & girl. A great deal of fuch

ftuff may- be eafily colleCted about EnocH,

about Noasxt, and about the fons of No-

_AH; but I wave any farther mention of
fuch impertinencies a8 BonzEs or TaLa-
porns would almoft bluth to relate. Up-

on the whole matter, if we may guefs at

the defign of an author by the contents of
his book ; ‘the defign of Mosks, or of the

author of the hiftory afcribed to him in

this part of it, was to inform the people of

Ifrael of their defcent from Noawn by Sem,

and of Noar’s from Apam by SeTH; to

illuftrate their original; to eftablifh their

claim to the land of Chanaan, and to juftify

all the cruelties committed by Josuva in

the conquett of the Chanaanites, in whom,

fays

T
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fays BocHART; ¢ the prophecy of Noait
& was comipleted, when they wete fub-
¢ dued by the Hraclites, who had been fo
< long flaves to the Egyptians.”

Ariow me to make; as I go dlong; a
fhort refleCtioh or twa oh this prophecy,
and the completion of it, as they ftand
recarded ini the pentateuch; ot of many
that might be made: The terms of the
prophecy then are not very cleir: and the
curfe pronounced in it contradicts all our
notions of order and of juftice. One is
‘tempted ta think; that the patriarch was
ftill drunk; and that ho man in his fenfes
could hold fuch language, or pafs fuch a
fentence. Certain it is, that no writer but
a Jew could impute to the oecconomy of
divine providence the accomplithment of
fuch a predi&ion, nor make the fupreme
Being the executor of fuch a curfe.

Hawm alone offended: CHaNAAN was
innocent; for the Hebrew and other doc-

3 ;orgg
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4ors, who would make the fon an accom-
plice with his father, affirm not only with-

out, but againft, the exprefs authority of

the text. CHANAAN was however alone

-curfed: and he became, according to his
grandfather’s prophecy, ¢ a fervant of

¢ fervants,” that is, the vileft and worft
of flaves (for I take thefe words in a fenfe,
if not the moft natural, the moft favour-

able to the prophecy, and the leaft ab-

furd) to SEm, tho not to JAPHET, when

the Ifraelites conquered Paleftine; to one

“of his uncles, not to his brethren, Will
it be faid---it has been faid---that where we
read CHANAAN, we are to underftand

Hawm, whofe brethren SEm and JAPHET

were? At this rate, we fhall never know

what we read: as thefe critics never care

‘what they fay. -Will it be faid---this has
been faid too---that HaM was punithed in

his pofterity, when CHANA AN was curfed,

and his defcendants were extermipated.

-But who does not fee that the curfe, and
the punithment, in this cafe, fell on Cua-

NAAN
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naan and his pofterity, exclufively of the-
Teft of the pofterity of Hamy and were
therefore the curfe and punithment of the
fon, not of the father, properly?. The de-
{cendants of MEesraIM, another:of his
fons, were the Egyptians: and they were
fo far from being. fervants of fervants to
their coufins the Semites, that thefe were
- fervants of fervants to them, during more
than fourfcore years. Why the. pofterity
of CHANAAN was to be deemed an ac-
‘curfed race, it is eafy to account; and I
" have mentioned it juft now. But it is not
fo eafy to account, why the ‘pofterity of
‘the righteous Sem, that great example of
‘filial reverence, became flaves to another
branch of the family of Ham.

It would not be worth while to length-
en this tedious letter, by fetting down any
more of the contents of the hiftory of the
‘bible.  Your lordfhip may pleafe to call
the fubftance of it to your mind, and your
‘native candor and love of truth will oblige

' you
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you then to confefs, that thefe facred books
do notaim in any partof them at any thing
like univerfal chronology and hiftory.
They contain a very imperfect account of
the Ifraclites themfelves; of their fettle-
mcri; in the land of promife, of which,
by the way, they never had entire, and
fcarce ever peaceable poffeflion; of their
divifions, apoftafies, repentances, relapfes,
triumphs, and defeats, under the occafi-
onal government of their judges, and un-
der that of their kings; of the Galilean
and Samaritan captivities, into which they
- were carried by the kings of Affyria, and
of that which was brought on the remnant
of this people when the kingdom of Judah
wasdeftroyed by thofe princes who govern-
ed the empire founded on the union of Ni- -
niveh and Babylon. Thefe things are all re-
lated, your lord(hip knows, in a very fum-
mary and confufed manner: and we learn
fo little of other nations by thefe accounts,
that if we did not borrow fome light from
the traditions of other nations, we fhould
Vor. I, 1 foarce
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fcarce underftand them.. One particular
obfervation, and but one, I will make, to
fhow what knowledge in the hiftory of
mankind, and in the computation of time,
may be expected from thefe books. The
Affyrians were their neighbours, powerful
neighbours, with whom they had much
and long to do. Of this empire therefore,
if of any thing, we might hope to.find
fome fatisfaltory accounts. What do we
find? The feripture takes no notice of any
Affyrian kingdom, till juft before the time
when prophane hiftory makes that empire
toend. Then we hear of Puve, of TEG-
LATH-PHALASSER, who was perhapsthe
fame perfon, and of SALMANASER, who
took Samaria in the twelfth of the aera of
NABONASSER, that is, twelve years after
the Affyrian empire was no more. SENA-
cHERIB fucceeds to him, and AsserRHAD-
DoN to SENACHERIB. What fhall we fay
to this apparent contrariety? If the filence-
of the bible creates a ftrong prefumption
againft the firft, may not the filence of pro-
) ‘ phane
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pha‘me authority create fome agamf’c the
fecond Aflyrian monarchs? The pains that
are taken to perfuade, that there is room
enough between SARDANAPALUS and Cy-
rus for the fecond, will not refolve the
difficulty,  Something much more plaufi-
ble may be faid, But even this will be hy-
pothetlcal and liable to great gontradx&xon
So that upon the wholc matter, the fcrip-
tures are fo far from giving us llght into
general hiftory,” that they encreafe the ob-
feurity even of thofe parts to which they
have the neareft relation. We have there-

fore neither in prophane nor in facred au- .

thors fuch authentic, clear, diftin&, and
full accounts of the originals of antient na-
tions, and of the great events of thofe ages
that are commonly called the firft ages, as
deferve to go by the name of hiftory, . or as

afford fufficient materials for chronology
‘anthhiftory. :

I MiGHT now proceed to obferve to

your lordfhip how this has happened, not.

Iz ~ only
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only by the neceffary confequences of hu-
man 'nature, and the ordinary courfe of
human affairs, but by the policy, artifice,
corruption and folly of mankind. But this
would be to heap digreffion upon digreffi-
on, and to prefume too much on your
patience. I fhall therefpre content myfelf
to apply thefe reflections on the ftate of an-
tient hiftory to the ftudy of hiftory, and to
the method to be obferved init; asfoonas
your lordfhip has refted yourfelf a little
after reading, and Iafter writing fo long a
letter,

OF.
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StTupY of HisToORY,
LETTER V.

1. That there is in hiftory fufficient authen-
. ticity to render it ufeful, notwithﬁanding
all objections to the contrary.

II. Of the method and due reftrictions to

be obferved in the ftudy of it,
.

HETHER the letter I now be-

gin to write will be long or thort,

Iknow not: but I find my memory is re-

frefhed, my imagination warmed, and mat-

ter flows in fo faft upon me, that I have

not time to prefs it clofe. Since therefore

you have provoked me to write, you muft
be content to take what follows.

I HAVE obferved already that we are apt

paturally to apply to our felves what has
| I3 happened
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happened to other men, and that examples

take their force from hence; as well thofe

which hiftory, as thofe which experience,

offers to our reflexion. What we do not

believe to have happened therefore, we

thall not thus apply : and for want.of the

fame application, fuch examples will not

have the fame effe&. Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite
unfit therefore in this refpe& to anfwer the

“ends that every reafonable man fhould pro-
pofe to himfelf in this ftudy ; becaufe fuch

antient hiftory will never gain fufficient

credit with any reafonable man. A ta®

well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well
wrought up, may have a momentary effe&t

upon the mind, by heating the imagina-

. tion, furprizing the judgment, and affe&-

~ ing ftrongly the pafiions. The Atheni-
ans are faid to have been tranfported into
a kind of martial phrenzy. by the reprefen-
tation of a tragedy of AEscHyLys, and to.
have marched under this influence from
the theatre to the plains of MARATHON,
Thefe momentary impreffions might be
o managed



Of the StupY of HisToRY, 119

managed, for aught ITknow, in fuch man-
ner as to contribute a little, by frequent re-
petitions of them, towards maintaining a
kind of habitual contempt of folly, detef-
tation of vice, and admiration of virtue in
well-policed common-wealths. But then
thefe impreflions cannot be made, nor this
little effect be wrought, unlefs the fables
‘bear an appearance of truth. When they
bear this appearance, reafon connives at
the innocent fraud of imagination; rea-
fon difpenfes, in favour of probability,
with thofe ftrict rules of criticifm that fha
has eftablithed to try the truth of fa&: but
after all, fhe receives thefe fables as fables ;

and as fuch only the permits imagination
to make the moft of them. If they pre-
tended to be hiftory, they would be foon
fubjeted to another and more fevere ex-
amination. What may have happencd

is the matter of an ingenious fable: what
has happened, is that of an authentic hi-
ftory : the impreffions which one or the
other makes are in proportion. When
* imagination grows lawlefs and wild, ram-

14 ) bles.
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bles out of the precin@s of nature, and
tells of heroes and giants, fairies and en-
chanters, of events and of phaenomena re-
pugnant to univerfal experience, to out
cleareft and meoft diftin& ideas, and to all
the known laws of nature, reafon does
not connive 2 moment; but far from re-
ceiving fuch narrations as hiftorical, fhe
reje@ts them as unworthy to be placed
“even among the fabalous. Such narrati-
ons therefore cannot make the flighteft
momentary impreffions, on a mind fraught
with knowledge, and void of fuperftition.
Impofed by authority, and afiifted by arti-
fice, the delufion hardly prevails over com-
mon fenfe ; blind ignorance almoft fees,
and rafh fuperflition hefitates: nothing
lefs than enthufiafm and phrenzy can give
credit to fuch hiftories, or apply fuch ex-.
amples. Don QuixoTk believed; but even
_ SancHo doubted.

WhaaT I have faid will not be much con-
troverted by any man who has read Ama-
p1s of Gaul, or has examined our antient

| tradi-

!
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" traditions without prepofleffion. The truth

is, the principal difference between them
‘feems to be this. In AMaDIs of Gaul, we
‘have a thread of abfurdities that are in-
‘vented without any regard to probability,
'and that lay no claim to belief: antient
‘traditions are an heap of fables, under
“which fome particular truths, infcrutable,
‘and therefore ufelefs to mankind, may lie
"concealed ; which have a juft pretence to
‘nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves
~upon us, and become under the venerable
name of antient hiftory the foundations
‘of modern fables; the materials with
which fo many fyftems of fancy have been
erected.

BuT now, as men are apt to carry thelt
judgments into extremes, there are fome
‘that will be ready to infift that all hjftory
is fabulous, and that the very beft is no-
thing better than a probable tale, artfully
contrived, and plaufibly told, wherein
truth and falthood are indiftinguithably
blended together.  All the inftances, and

all
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all the common-place arguments, that
BayLE and others have employed to eftab-
lith this fort of Pyrrhonj{m, will be quoted :
and from thence it will be concluded, that
if the pretended hiftories of the firft ages,
and of the originals of nations, be too im-
probable and too ill vouched to procure
any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater
air of probability and that boaft even co-
temporary authority, are at leaft infuffici-
ent to gain that degree of firm belief,
which is neceffary to render the ftudy of
them ufeful to mankind. But here. that
happens which often happens: the premifes
are true, and the conclufion is falfe ; becaufe
a general axiom is eftablithed precarioufly
on a certain number of partial obfervations.
This matter is of confequence; for it tends
to afcertain the degrees of affent that we
may give to hiftory. '

- T Acree then that hiftory has been
purpofely and fyftematically falfified in all

ages, and that partiality and prejudice have
qeeafioned
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occafloned both voluntary and involuntary
errors even in the beft.  Let me fay with-

out offence, my lord, fince I may fay it

with truth and am sble to prove it, that

.ecclefiaftical autherity has led the way
to this corruption in all ages, and all re-

ligions. How monftraus were the abfur-

dities that the priefthood impofed on the

ignorance and fuperftition of mankind in

the Pagan world, concerning the originals

of religions and governments, their infti-

tutions and rites, their laws and cuftoms ?

What opportunities had they for fuch im-

pofitions, whilft the keeping the records

and colle@ing the traditions, was in fo ma-

ny nations the peculiar office of this order

of men? A cuftom. highly extolled by

Josepnus, but plainly liable to the grofi-

eft frauds, and even a temptationto them.

. If the foundations of Judaifm and Chrifti-
anity have been laid in truth, yet what
pumberlefs fables have been invented to
raife, to embellith and to fupport thefe
firutures, according to the intereft and
tafte of the feveral archite@s? That the
‘ Jews
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Jews have been guilty of this will be allow-
ed: and to the fhame of Chriftians, if not
of Chriftianity, the fathers of one church
have no right to throw the firft ftone at the
fathers of the other. Deliberate fyftema-
tical lying has been praétifed and encou-
raged from age to age; and among all
the pious frauds that have been employed
_ to maintain a reverence and zeal for their
Rchgxon in the minds of men, this abufe
of hiftory has been one of the ‘principal
_ and moft- fuccefsful: an evident and ex-
perimental proof, by the way, of what I
have infifted upon fo much, the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form
our opinions, and to fettle our habits, This
-righteous expedient was in fo much ufe
and repute in the Greek church, that ont
METAPHRASTUS wrote a treatife on the
~ art of compofing holy romances: the fact,
if I remember right, is cited by Barr-
LET in his book of the lives of the faints.
He, and other learned men of the Roman
. Church, have thought it of fervice to their

_ caufe, fince the refurreGtion of letters, to
dete&
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detect fome impoftures, and to depofe, or
to un-niche according to the French ex-
preflion, now and then a reputed faint;
but they feem indoing this to mean no more
than a fort of compofition: they give up
fome fables that they may defend others
with greater advantage, and they make
truthferve as a ftalking-horfe to error. The
fame fpirit,. that prevailed in the Eaftern
church, prevailed in the Weftern, and pre-
vails flill.- A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A fud-
den fury of devotion - feized the people of
Paris for a little prieft*, undiftinguithed
during his life, -and dubbed a faint by the
Janfenifts after his death.” Had the firft
Minifter been a Janfenift, the faint had
been a faint ftill.  All France had kept his
feftival: and, fince there are thoufands of
-eye-witnefles ready toatteft the truth of all
themiraclesfuppofed to have been wrought
at his tomb, 'notwithftanding the difcou-
ragementwhich thefe zealots have metwith

* The abbé Paris,
from
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from the governmenty we niay'idhre out
felves, that thefe filly impoftures would
. have been tranfimitted in all the folemn
pomp of hiftory, from the khaves of this
ageto the fooks of the next,

- Tuis lying {pirit has gone forth from
ecclefiaftical to other hiftorians: and 1
might fill many pages with inftances of
extravagant fables that have been invented
in feveral nations, to celebrate their anti~
duity, to ennoble their originals, and to
make them appear illuftrious in the arts of
peace and the triamphs of war. When
the brain is well heated, -and devotion ot
vanity, the femblance of virtue or real vice,
and, -above all, difputesandcontefts, have
infpired that complication. of paffions we
term zeal, the effe@s are much the fame,
and hiftory becomes very often a lying pa-
* megyric or a lying fatire ; for different na-
tions, or different parties in:the fame mati-
on, belic one another without any refpect
for truth, as they murder one another

without any regard to right or fenfe of
i humanity,
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humanity. Religious zeal may boaft this
horrid advantage over civil zeal, that the
éffe@s of it-have been more fanguinary,
and the malice more '-'ﬁnrc:'lcn'ting. In
another refpe they ‘are more alike, and
keep a nearer proportion : different religi-
ons have not been quite fo barbarous to
‘one another as-fects of the fame religion ;
and in like manner nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party..
Bat, in all théfe controverfiss, men have
pufbéed their rage beyond their own and
their adverfaries lives: ‘they "have endea-
voured to intereft pofterity in their quar-
rels, and by rendering ‘hiftory ‘fubfervient
- to this wicked purpofe, they have done
their utmoft to perpetuate fcandal, ‘and to
immortalize théir animofity. The Hea-
then taxed the Jews even with idolatry; the
Jews joined with the Heathen to render
Chriftianity odious: but'the church, who
beat them at their own weapors during
thefe contéfts, has had this further triutoph
over them, as well s over the feveral fects
- that have arifen within'her own pale; the
works
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works of thofe who have writ again{t her
have been deftroyed; and whatever fhe
advanced, to juftify her felf and to defame
her adverfaries, is preferved in her annals,
and the writings of hc—r do&ors.

THE chargec of corruptxng hlf’cory, in the
caufe of religion, has been always com-
mitted to the moft famous champions; and
greateﬁ faints of each church; and if I
was not more afraid of tiring, than of fcan-
dalizing your lordfhip, I could quote to
you examples of modern churchmen who
have endeavoured to juftify foul language
by the new teftament, and cruelty by the
old : nay, what is execrable beyond ima-
gination, and what firikes horror into every '
mind that entertains due fentiments of the
Supreme Being, Gop himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting Ap am after
his fall. In other cafes, this charge be-
longs to the pedants of every nation; and
the, tools of every party. What accuiati-
ons of idolatry and fuperftition - have ‘not
been brought, and aggravated againft: the

3 Mahometans?
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Mahometans? Thofe wretched Chriftians
who returned from thafe wars, fo impro-
perly called the holy wars, rumoured thefe
ftories about the weit: and you may find,
in fome of the old chroniclers and ro-
mance writers, as well as Poets, the Sara~
cens called Paynims ; tho furely they were
much further off from any fufpicion of
polytheifm, than thofe who called them
by that mame. When ManoMET the fe-
cond took Conftantinople in the fifteenth
century, the Mahometans began to be a
little better, and but a little’ bettet known,
+ than they had been before, to thefe parts
of the world. But their religion, as well
as their cuftoms and manners, was firange-
ly mifreprefented by the Greck refugees
thatfled from the Turks: and the terror and
hatved which this people had infpired by
the rapidity of their conquefts, aid by their
ferocxty, made all thefe mifreprefentations
univerfally pafs for truths. Many fuch
inftances may be colleted from MoraAc-
c10’s refutation of the koran, and Re-
LANDUs has publithed a very valuable trea-

Vor. I, K tife
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tife on purpofe to refute thefe calumnies,
and to juftify the Mahometans. Does not
this example incline your lordfhip to think,
that the Heathens, and the Ariansand other
heretics, would not appear quite fo abfurd
in their opinions, nor fo abominable in their
pra&ice, asthe orthodox Chriftians have
reprefented them; if fome. RerLanpus
could arife, with the materials, neceffary
~ to their juftification, in his hands? He who
reflets on the circumftances that attended
letters, fromthe time when CoNSTANTINE,
~ inftead of uniting the charaGers of emper-
or and fovereign pontiff in himfelf when he

became Chriftian, as they .were united

in him and all the other emperors in the

Pagan f{yftem of government, gave fo

much independent wealthand power to the

clergy, and the means of acquiring fo much

"more: he who carries thefe refleGtions on
through all the latter empire, and through

thofe ages of ignorance and fuperttition,

whereinit was hard to fay which was great-

eft, the tyranny of the clergy, or the fer-
vility of the lalty he who confiders the

extreme
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extreme feverity, for inftance, of the laws
made by TuEoDOsIUsin order to ftifle every
writing that the orthodox clergy, that is
the clergy then in fathion, difliked; or the
character and influence of fuch a prieft as
GREGORY called thegreat, whoproclaimed
war to all heathen learning in order to pro-
mote Chriftian verity; and flattered BRunEe-
HAULT, and abetted Puocas: he who
confiders all thefe things, I fay, will not
be ata lofs to find the reafons, why hiftory,
both that which was writ before, and a-
great part of that which has been writ fince
the Chriftian aera, is come to us fo imper-
fect and fo corrupt.

.~ WHEN the imperfection is due to a total
want of memorials, either becaufe none
were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of coun-
tries, extirpations of people, and other
accidents in a long courfe of ime; or bg-
caufe zeal, malice, and policy have join-
.ed their endeavours to deftroy them pur-
pofely; we muft be content to remain in

K 2 our
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our ignorance, and there is no great harm
in that, Secure from being deceived, I can
fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when

fome have been loft or deftroyed, and

others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived :
and therefore he muft be very implicit in-
deed who receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that
of any fect or party, without having the

‘means of confronting it with fome other

hiftory. A teafonable man will not be
thus implicit. He will not eftablith the
truth of hiftory on fingle, but on coneur-
sent teftimony.  If there be none fuch, he
will doubt abfolutely: if there be a little
fuch, he will proportion his affent or dif-
fent accordingly. A fmall gleam of light,
borrowed from foreign anecdotes, ferves
often to difcover 2 whole fyftem of falf-
hood: and even they, who corrupt hiftery,
frequently betray themfelves by their igno-
rance or inadvertency. Examples where-

of I could "eafily produce. Upon the

whole
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whole matter, in all thefe cafes, we can-
not be deceivedeflentially, unlefs we pleafe:
and therefore there is no reafon to eftab-
~ lith Pyrrhonifm, that we may avoid the
ridicule of credulity.

In all other cafes, there is lefs reafon ftilt
to do fb; for when hiftories and hiftorical
memorials abound, even thofe that are falfe
ferve to the difcovery of the truth. Infpired
by different paffions, and contrived for op-
pofite purpofes, they contradiét; and, con-
tradicting, they convi@ one another. Cri-
ticm feparates the ore from the drofs, and
extras from variousauthors a feries of true
hxftory, which could not have been found
entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it is formed with
judgment, and reprefented with candor.
¥ this may be done, as it has been done
fometimes, with the help'of anthors who
writ on purpefe to deceive; how much
more eafily, and more effectually, may it
be done with the help of thofe who paid a
greater rcgard to truth? In a multitude of

K 3 writers

\
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writers there will be always fome, either
incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring
infamy whilft they feek for fame; or elfe
attached to truth upon a nobler and furer
principle. Itis certain that thefe, even the
laft of them, are fallible. Bribed by fome
paffion or other, the former may venture
now and then to propagate a falfhood, or
to difguife a truth; like the painter that
drew in profile, as Lucian fays, the pic-
ture of a prince that had but one eye.
MoNTAGNE objeéts to the memorials of
Du BeLrAY, that tho the grofs of the
faQts be truly related, yet thefe authors
turned every thing they mentioned to the
advantage of their mafter, and mentioned
nothing which could not be fo turned. The
old fellow’s words are worth quoting.----—
¢ De contournerlejugementdesevenemens -
¢ fouvent contre raifon a notre avantage, &
« d' obmettre toutce qu ’il y a de chatou-
¢ illeux en la vie de leur maitre, ils en
« font méﬁier.” . Thefe, and fuch as thefe,
deviate occafionally and voluntarily from

I truth ;
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truth; but even they, who-are attached to
it the moft religioufly, may flide fometimes

~ into involuntary error. In matters of hi-’
flory we prefer very juftly cotemporary
authority; and yet cotemporary authors
arethe moft liable to be warped from the
ftrait rule of truth, in writing on fubjeéts
which have affeed them ftrongly, ¢ &
¢¢ quorum pars magna fuerunt.” Iam fo
perfuaded of this, from what I have felt
in my felf, and obferved in others, that if
life and health eneugh fall to my fhare,
and I am able to finith what I meditate, a
kind of hiftory, from the late queen’s ac-
cefliontothethrone, tothepeace of Utrecht,
there will be no materials that I thall ex-
amine more {crupuloufly and feverely, than
thofe of the time when the events to be
fpoken of were in tranfaction. But tho
the writers of thefe two forts, both of
whom pay as much regard to truth as the
various infirmities of our nature admit,
are fallible ; yet this fallibility will nqt be
fufficient to give color to Pyrrhonifm.
Where their fincerity as to fact is doubtful,
we ftrike out truth by the confrontation
K4 of
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of different accounts: as we ftrike out {parks.
of fire by the collifion of flints and fleel.
Where their judgments are fufpicious of
partiality, we may judge for our felves; ar
adopt their judgments, after weighing them:
with certain grains of allowance. A little
natural fagacity will propertion thefe grains,
according to the particular circumftances of
the authors, or their general charalers 3
for even thefe influence. Thus Mon-
TAGNE pretends, but he exaggerates a
. little, that Guicc1 ARDIN no where afcribes
any one action to a virtuous, but every one
to a vicious principle. Something like this
hasbeen reproached to Tacrrus: and not-
withftanding all the {prightly loofe obfer-
vations of MoNTAGNE in one of his eflays
where he labours to preve the contrary,
read PLuT AReH'scomparifons in what lan- |
guage you pleafe, I am of BopIn’s mind,
you will perceive that they were made by
2 Greek. In fhort, my lord, the favour-
~ able opportunities of corrupting hiftory
have been often interrupted, and are now
over in fo many countries, that truth pe-
' ’ netrates
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netrates even into thofe where lying con-
tinues Rill to be part of the policy ecclefia
afbieal and civil ;' or where, to fay the beft
we can fay, truth is never fuffered to ap-

. pear, till the has pafied through hands, out
af which fhe feldom returns entire and un~
defiled. ’

Burit is time E fhould conctude this
head, under which I have touched fome of
thofe seafons that thew the folly of endea-
vouring to cftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifm
in matters of hiftory, becaufe there are few
hiftories without fome hies, and none with-
out fome miftakes; and that prove the bo-
dy of hiftory which we poflefs, fince an- -
tient memorials have been fo critically ex-
amined, apd modern memorials have been
fo multiplied, to contain in i¢ fuch a pro-
bable feries of events, eafily diftingui(h-
able from the improbable, as force the affent
of every man who is in his fenfes, and are
therefore fufficient to anfiver all the pur-
pofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I might have
appealed perhaps, without entering i;lhtb

1¢
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the arguinent at all, to any man of candor,
whether his doubts concerning the truth'
of hiftory have hindered him from apply-
ing the examples he has met with in it, -
and from judging of the prefent, and fome-
times of the future by the paft? whether
he has not been touched with reverence and
admiration, at the virtue and wifdom of
fome men, and of fome ages; and whether
he has not felt indignation and contempt
for others? whether EpaMINONDAS, oOr
Puocion, for inftance, the Decir, or
the Scirios, have not raifed in his mind a
flame of public fpirit, and private virtue?
- and whether he has not fhuddered with
horror at the profcriptions of M AR1Us and -
SyLLA, at the treachery of THEODOTUS
and AcHirLLAs, and at the confummate
crueliyof an infantking ? ¢« Quis non contra
“ Marriarma, & contraSYLLAE profcrip-
 tionem concitatur ! Quis non THEODO-
“ To, & AcHILLAE, & ipfi puero, non
‘¢ puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft ?” Ifall
thisbe a digreffion therefore, your lordfhip
will be fo good as to excufe it.

II. WaaT
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II. WrAT hasbeen faid concerning the
- multiplicity of hiftories, and of hiftorical
memorials, wherewith our libraries abound
fince the refurretion of letters happened,
and the art of printing began, puts me in
mind of another general rule, that ought
to be obferved by every man who intends
to make a real improvement, and to be-
come wifer as well as better, by the ftudy
of hiftory. I hinted at this rule in a for-
mer letter, where I faid that we fhould
neither grope in the dark nor wander in
the light. Hiftory muft have a certain de-
gree of probability and authenticity, or the
~ examples we find in it will net carry a force
fufficient to make due impreffions on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to ftrengthen
the precepts of philofophy and the rules of
good policy. But befides, when hiftories
_ have this neceflary authenticity and proba-
bility, there is much difcernment to be
employed in the choice and the ufe we
make of them. Some are to be red, fome
~ are to be ftudied; and fome may be neg-
Jected entirely, not only without detriment,
but
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but with advantage. Some are the proper
obje@s of one man’s curiofity, fome of
others, and fome of all men’s; but alf hi-
ftory is not 4n object of curiofity for any
man. He who improperly; wantonly, and
abfurdly makes it fo, indulges a fort of ca-
nine appetite: the curiofity of one,-like the
hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and
without diftin@ion whatever falls in it's
way: but neither of them digefts. They
‘heap crudity upen erudity, and nourifh and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some
fuch charatters I have known, tho it is not
the moft common extreme into which
men are apt to fall. One of them I knew
in this country. He joined, to a2 more than
athletic firength of body, a prodigious
memory ; and to both a prodigious induftry.
He had red almoft conftantly twelve or
fourteen hours a day,, for five and twenty
or thirty years; and had heaped together
- as much learning as could be crouded into
an head. In the courfe of my acqueint-
ance with him, I confulted him onee or
twice, not oftener; for [ found this mafs
| - of
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of learning of as little ufe 'to me as to the
owner. . ‘The man was communicative
enough, but nothing was diftin¢t in his
mind. How could it be otherwife? he
had never fpared time to think, all wasem-
ployed in reading. His reafon had not the
merit of cemmon mechanifm. When youn
prefs a watch or pull a clock, they anfwer
your queftion with precifion; -for they re~
_ peat exaltly the hour of the day, and tell
you neither more nor lefs than you defire
to know. But when you afked this man
" a queftion, heoverwhelmed you by pour-
ing forth all that the {everal terms or words
of your queftion recalled to his memory:
and if he omitted any thing, it-was that
very thing to which the. fenfe.of the whole
queftion thould have led him and confined
him. To atk him a queftion, was to
wind upa {pring in hismemory, that rattled
on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
till the force of it was fpent: and you went
away with all the noife in your ears,
ftunned and un-inform’d. I never 'left
him that I was not ready to fay to him,
ol « Dieu

rd
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< Dieu vous faffe la grace de devenir moing
« fcavant!” a with that La MoTHe LE
VAYER mentions upon fome occafion or
other, and that he would have done well
to have applyed to himfelf upon many. -

He who reads with difcernment and
choice, will acquire lefs learning, but more
knowledge: ‘and as this knowledge is col-
lected with defign, and cultivated with art
and method, it will be at all times of im-
mediate and ready ufe to him{felf and others.

\

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,

All rang’d in order; and difpos’d with grace:
Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe;

But to be found, when need requires, with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in
our friend’s eflay on criticifm, which was
the work of his childhood almoft; but
is fuch a monument of good fenfe and po-
etry as no other that I know has raifed in
his riper years.

HE who reads without this difcernment
and choice, and, like Bop1n’s pupil, refolves

4 to
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to read all, will not have time, no nor ca-
pacity neither, to do any thing eife. He

will not be able to think, without which it

is impertinent to read; nor to a&, without
which it is impertinent to think. He will
affemble materials with' much pains, and
purchafe them at much expence, and have
neither leifure nor fkill to frame them into
proper f{cantlings, or to prepare them for
ufe. To what purpofe thould he hufband
his time, or learn architecture?. he hasno
defign to build. Butthen to what purpofe
all thefe quarries of ftone, all thefe moun-
tains of fand and lime, ‘all thefe forefts of
oak and deal? ¢ Magno impendio tem-
¢ porum, magna alienarum aurium molef-
¢ tid, laudatio haec conftat, O hominem
¢ litteratum! Simus hoc titulo rufticiore
« contenti, O virum bonum!” We may

add, and SENECA might have added in his

own ftile, and according to the manners

and chara&ters of his own age, another

title as ruftic, and as little in fafhion, « O

“ virum fapientid fua fimplicem, & fim-

“ plicitate fua fapientein! O virum utilem

fibi;
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< fibi, fuis, reipublicae, & hutano ges
¢ neri!” I have faid perhaps already, ‘but
no matter, it cannot be repeated too often,
that the drift of all philofophy, and of all
political fpeculations, ought to be the
making us better men, and better citizens,
Thofe ftudies, which have no intehtion
towards improving out ‘moral charaders; -

have no pretenee to -be fliled philofophi-
cal. ¢ Quiseft enim,” fays Torry in
his offices, ¢ qui nullis officii praeceptis
« tradendis, philofophum fe audeat dicere ?”
Whatever political fpeculation, inflead of
preparing us to 'be ufeful to fociety and to
promate tho happimefs of mankind, are
only fyftetns for gratifying private ambiti-
on, aad promoting private interefts at.the
public expence; allfuch, I fay, deferveto
be burnt, and the authors of them te
ftarve, like MacHIAVEL, in a jail, '

- LETTER
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Y. The great ule of hiftory, properly fo
" called, as difiinguifbed from the writings
of mere annalifts and antiquaries.

II. Greek and Roman bifforians.
111, Some idea of a complete biftory.

IV. Further cautions to be obferved in this

' fudy, and the regulation of it according

~ to the different profeflions, and fitua-

" tions of men: above all, the ufe to be
made of it (1) by divines, and (2) &y
thofe who are called to the fcrvxce of their
country.

ReMEMBER my laft letter ended ab-
ruptly, and a long interval has fince
paffed : fo that the thread I had then fpun -
has flipt from me. I will try to recover
it, and to purfue the tafk your lordfhip
has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your orders, it is like-
L wxfc
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wife of fome advantage to myfelf, to re-
colle@ my thoughts, and refume a ftudy
in which I was converfant formerly. For
nothing can be more true than that fay-

ing of SoLoN reported by PraTo, tho
cenfured by him impertinently enough
in one of his wild books of laws—.A4ffdu¢

addﬁem, ad fenium wenio. ‘The truth

is, the moft knowing man in the courfe

of the longeft life, will have always much

to learn, and the wifeft and beft much to
improve. This rule will hold in the

knawledge and improvement to be ac-

quired by the ftudy of hiftory : and there-

fore even he who has gone to this fchool

in his youth, fhould not negle it in his
age. “Iread in L1vy, fays MONTAIGNE,
«.what another man does not : and PLu-
“ paRcH red there what I do not.” Juft
fo the fame man may read at fifty what
he did not read in the fame book at five
and twenty at leaft I have found it fo,

by my own experience on many- occa-

fions.

By
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By comparing, in this ftudy, the ex-
perience of other men and other ages
with our own, we improve both: we
analyfe, as it were, philofophy. We re-
duce all the abftra& fpeculations of ethics,
and all the general rules of human po-
licy, to their firft principles. With thefe
advantages every man may, tho few men
do, advance daily towards thofe ideas,
thofe increated effences a Platonift would
fay, which no human creature can reach
in practice, but in the neareft approaches
to which the perfeQion of our nature
confifts : becaufe every approach of this
kind renders a man better, and wifer, for
himfelf, for his family, for the little com-
munity of his own country, and for the
great comamunity of the world. Be not
furprized, my Lord, at the order in which
I place thefe objets. Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate
the duties belonging to thefe objects, may
place them in, this is the order they hold

L2 in
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in nature: and I have always thought
that we might lead ourfelves and others
to private virtue, more effeGually by a
due obfervation of this order, than by
any of thofe fublime refinements that
pervert it. ‘

Self-Love but fesves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the fmall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake :
The centre mov’d, a circle ftrait fucceeds,

. Another ftill, and ftill another fpreads ;
‘Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace,
His country next, and next all human race.

So fings our friend Popg, my lord, and
fo I believe. So I fhall prove too, if I
miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to
write to him, in order to complete a fet
.that were writ fome years ago.

A MAN of my age, who returns to the
ftudy of hiftory, has no time to lofe, be-

- caufe he has little to live : a man of your
Lordfhip’s age has no time to lofe, be-
caufe he has much to do. For different
‘-reafcns therefore the fame rules-will fuit
- us,
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us. Neither of us muft grope in the
dark, neither of us muft wander in the
light. I have done the firft formerly a
good deal; ne verba mibi darentur; ne
aliquid effe in bac recondita antiquitatis
Seientia magni ac [fecreti boni judicaremus.
If you take my word, you will throw
none of your time away in the fame
manner : and I {hall have the lefs regret
for that which I have mifpent, if I per-
{fuade you to haften down from the broken
traditions of antiquity, to the more entire
as well as more authentic hiftories of ages
more modern. In the ftudy of thefe
we fhall find many a complete feries of
events, preceded by a deduction of their
immediate and remote caufes, related in
their full extent, and accompanied with
fuch a detail of circumftances, and cha-
ralers, as may tranfport the attentive
reader back to the very time, make him
a party to the councils, and an a@or in
“the whole fcene of affairs. Such draughts
as thefe, either found in hiftory or ex-

L3 tracted
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tracted by our own application from it,
and fuch alone, are truly ufeful. Thus
hiftory becomes what fhe ought to be,
and what the has been fometimes called,
magifira vitae, the miftrefs, like philofo»
phy, of human life. If fhe is not this, °
fhe is at beft nuntia vetuflatis, the ga-
zette of antiquity, or a dry regifter of
ufelefs anecdotes. SueToN1Us fays that
TiBERIUS ufed to enquire of the gram-
marians, quae mater Hecubae, quod Achil-
Ilis nomen snter virgines fuiffet, quid fire-
nes cantare fint folitae? SENEcA men-
tions certain Greek authors, who exa:
mined very accurately, whether Ana-
crEON loved wine or women beft, ‘whe-
ther SAPPpHO was a cemmon whore,
with other points of equal importance :
and I make no doubt but that a man, bet-
ter acquainted than I have the honor to
be with the learned perfons of our own
country, might find fome who have dif-
covered feveral anecdotes concerning the
giant ALBION, concemmg SAMOTHES

the
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the fon or BriTo the grandfon of Ja-
PHET, and concerning BrRuTus who led
a colony into our ifland after the fiege of
Troy, as the others rc-peo{)lcd it after
the deluge. But ten millions of fuch

anecdotes as thefe, tho they were true;
~ and complete authentic volumes of Egyp-
tian or Chaldean, of Greek or Latin, of
Gallic or Britifh, of French or Saxoen re-
cords, would be of no value in my fenfe,
becaufe of no ufe towatds our improve-
ment in wifdom and virtue ; if they con-

tained mothing more than dynafties and
~ genealogies, and a bare mention of re-
markabke events in the order of time,
like journals, chrenological tabies, or dry

and meagre annals,

1 say the fame of all thofe modern -
compofitions in which we find rather the
heads of hiftary, than any thing that de-
ferves to be called hiftory, Their au-

thors are either abridgers or compilers.

'T he firft do neither honor to themfelves
L4 nor
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nor good to mankind; for furcly the
abridger is-in a form below the tranfla~
tor: and the book, at leaft the hiftory,
that wants to be abridged, does not de-
ferve to be red. They have done anci-
ently a great deal of hurt by fubftituting
many a bad book in the place of a good
one; and by giving occafion to men,
who contented themfelves with extrats
and abridgments, to negle@, and through
their negle@ to lofe the invaluable origi-
nals: for which reafon I curfe Con-
STANTINE PORPHYROGENETES as hear-
tily as I do GREGory. The fecond are
of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to
preferve public ad&s, and dates, and the
memory of great events. But they who
are thus employed have feldom the means
of knowing thofe private paffages on
which all public tranfations depend,
and as feldom the fkill and the talents
neceffary to put what they do know well
together: they cannot fee the working of
the mine, but their induftry collects the
/ matter
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matter that is thrown out. It is the bu-
finefs, or it thould be fo, of others to fe-
parate the pure ore from the drofs, to
ftamp it into coin, and to enrich not en-
cumber mankind. When there are none
fufficient to this tafk, there may be anti-
quaries, and there may be journalifts or
annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

IT is worth while to obferve the pro-
grefs that the Romans and the Greeks
made towards hiftory. The Romans had
journalifts or annalifts from the very be-
ginning of their ftate. In the fixth cen-
tury, or very near it at fooneft, they be-
gan to have antiquaries, and fome at-
tempts were made towards writing of
hiftory.” T call thefe firft hiftorical pro-
duions attempts only or effays: and they
were no more, neither among the Ro-
mans nor among the Greeks. Graect ipfi
Sfic initio feriptitarunt, ut nofier Cato, ut
Pictor, ut Pifo. Itis ANTHONY, not the

triumvir, my lord, but his grandfather
‘ the
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the famous orater, who fays this in the fe-
cond book of Tully de oratore: he adds
afterwards, Itaque qualis apud’ Graecos
Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Acufilaus, aliique
permulti, talis nofter Cato, & Piclor, &
Pifo. 1 know that ANTHONY f{peaks
here ftrictly of defett of ftile and want of
oratory. ‘They were tantummodp narra-
tores, non exornatores, as he exprefles
himfelf : but as they wanted ftile and fkill
to write in fuch a manner as might an-
{wer all the ends of hiftory, fo they
wanted materials, PHERECYDES writ
fomething about IPHIGENIA, and the
feftivals of Bacchus. HEeLLANICUS Was
a poetical hiftorian, and AcusiLAus grav-
-ed genealogies on plates of brafs. Pic-
ToR, who is called by Livy feriptorum
antiguifFmus, publithed I think fome fhort
annals of his own time. Neither he nor
Piso could. have fufficient materials for
the hiftory of Rome ; nor CaTo, I pre-
fume, even for the antiquities of Italy.
The Romans, with the other people of

: - that
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‘that country, were then juft rifing out of
barbarity, and growing acquainted with

letters; for thofe that the Grecian colo-
nies might bring into S8icily, and the
fouthern parts of Italy, fpread little, or
lafted little, and made in the whole no
figure. And whatever learning might
have flourithed among the ancient Etru-
rians, which was perhaps at moft nothing

better than augury and divination and fu-

perttitious rites, which were admired and

cultivated in ignorant ages, even that was

almoft entirely warn out of memory. Pe-
dants who would impofe all the traditions

of the four firft ages of Rome, for au-

thentic hiftory, have infifted much on

certain annals, of which mention is made

in the very place I have juft now quoted.

Ab initio rerum Romanarum, fays the

fame interlocutor, ufque ad P. Mucium

pontificem maximum, res omnes fingulorum

annorum mandabat literis pontifex maxi-
mus, efferebatque in album, & proponebat .

tabulam  doms, potg/fa: ut effet populo cog-

nofcends,
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nofcendi, tidemque etiam nunc annales
maximi nominantur. But, my lord, be
pleafed to take notice, that the very di-.
ftin&ion I make is made here between a
bare annalift and an hiftorian : Eras b:-
floria nibil aliud, in thefe early days, i/
annalium confectio. Take notice likewife,
by the way, that Livy, whofe particular
application it had been to fearch into this
matter, affirms pofitively that the greateft
part of all public and private monuments,
among which he fpecifies thefe very an-
nals, had been deftroyed in the fack of
Rome by the Gauls: and PruTarch
cites CLop1us for the fame affertion, in
the life of Numa Pomririus. Take no-
tice in the laft place of that which is
more immediately to our prefent pur-
pofe. Thefeannals could contain nothing
more than fhort minutes or memoran-
dums hung up in a table at the pontift’s
houfe, like the rules of the game in a
billiard-room, and much fuch hiftory as
we have in the epitomies prefixed to the

' books
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books of L1vy or of any other hiftorian;
in lapidary infcriptions, or in fome mo-
dern almanacs. Materials for hiftory they
were no doubt, but fcanty and infuffici-
nt; fuch as thofe ages could produce
when writing and reading were accom-’
plithments fo uncommon, that the prae-
tor was direed by law, clavum pangere,
to drive a nail into the door of a temple,
that the number of years might be rec-
koned by the number of nails. Such in
thort as we have in monkifh annalifts,
and other ancient chroniclers of nations
now in being: but not fuch as can entitle
the authors of them to be called hifto-
rians, nor can enable others to write hif-
tory in that fulnefs in which it muft be
written to become a leffon of ethics and
politics. The truth is, nations like men
have their Infancy: and the few paffages
of that time, which they -retain, are not
fuch as deferved moft to be remembered ;
-but fuch as, being moft proportioned to
that age, made the ftrongeft: impreffions
: on
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on their minds. In thefe nations that
preferve their dominion long, and grow
up to manhood, the elegant as well as the
neceflary arts and fciences are improved to
fome degree of perfetion : and hiftory,
that was at firft intended only to record
the names or perhaps the general charac-
ters of fome famous men, and to tranfmit
in grofs the remarkable events of every
age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer an-
other, and a nobler end.

II. Thus it happened among the
Greeks, but much more among the Ro-
mans, notwithftanding the prejudices in
favour of the former, even among the
latter. I have fometimes thought that
VirciL might have juftly afcribed to his
country-men the praife of writing hiftory
better, as well as that of affording the
nobleft fubje&s for it, in thofe famous
verfes, * where the different excellencies

- of

# Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,
, Credo cquidem, vivos ducent de marmore voltus ;
i ) , Orabunt
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of the two nations are {o finely touched : .
but he would have weakened perhaps
by lengthening, and have flattened the
climax. Open Heropnotws, you are
entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller,
who meant to- entertain, and nothing
more. - Read THucypIpES or XENo-
PHON, you are taught indeed as well as
entertained : and the ftatefman or the
general, the philofopher or the orator,
fpeaks to you in every page. They wrote
on {ubje&s on which they were well in-
formed, and they treated them fully:
they maintained the dignity of hiftory,
and thought it beneath them to vamp
up old traditions, like the wrriters of their
age and country, and to be the trumpe-
ters of a lying antiquity. The Cyro-
PAEDIA of XENOPHON may be objeted
perhaps ; but if he gave it for a romance

‘ not

Orabunt caufas melius, caelique meatus
Defcribent radie, et furgentia fidera dicent :
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, mementoy
Hae tibi erunt artes, pacique imponere morem;

_ Parcere fubjectis, et debellare fuperbos.
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not an hiftory, as he might for aught we
can tell, it is out of the cafe: and if he
‘gave it for an hiftory not a romance, I
thould prefer his authority to that of
HEeropoTus or any other of his country-
men. But however this might be, and
whatever merit we may juftly afcribe to
thefe two writers, who were almoft fin-
gle in their kind, and who' treated but
{mall portioris of hiftory; certain it is in
general, that the levity as well as loqua-
city of the Greeks made them incapable
of keeping up to the true ftandard of
hiftory : and even Porysius and Dio-
Nysius of Halicarnaflus muft bow to the
great Roman authors. Many principal
men of that commonwealth wrote me-
‘morials of their own acions and their
own times: SyrrLA, CAEsAR, LABIE-
Nus, Poirio, AucusTus, and others.
What writers of memorials, what com-
pilers of the materia biftorica were thefe ?
What genius .was neceflary to finith-
up the piGtures that fuch mafters had
2 , fketched ?
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fketched ? Rome afforded men that were
equal to the tafk. Let the remains, the
precious remains, of SALusT, of Livy,
and of TacrTus, witnefs this truth,
When TaciTus wrote, even the ap~
pearances of virtue had been long pro-
fcribed, and tafte was grown corrupt as
well as manners. Yet hiftory preferved
her integrity and her luftre. She pre-
ferved them in the writings of fome
whom: T'acrTvs mentions,. in nane per-
haps mere than his own; every line of
which out-weighs whole pages of fuch a
thetor as FAM1anus STrapa. I fingle
him out ameng the moderns, becaufe he
had' the foolifh prefumption to cenfure
Tacitus, and to write hiftory himfelf:

and your lordthip will fornge this fhort
excurfion in honor of" a favourite au-
thor, o

"~ WHAT a fchool of private and p,):hhc
virtue had been opened to us at thc re~
furretion of letters, if the latter: ‘hifta-

M : rians
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rians of the Roman commonwealth, and
the firft of the fucceeding monarchy,
had come down to us entire? The few
that are come down, tho broken and
imperfe@, compofe the beft body of hi«
flory that we have, nay the only body
of ancient hiftory that deferves to ‘be ap
object of ftudy. It fails ns indeed moft at
that remarkable and fatal period; where
our reafonable curiofity is raifed the
higheft. Livy employed five and forty.
books to bring his hiftory down to the
end of the fixth century, ahd the break-
ing out of the third Punic war : but he.
employed ninety-five to bring it down
from thence to the death of DRusus;
that is, through the courfe of one hun~
dred and twenty or thirty years. Aps
p1aN, Dion Cassius, and others, nay
even PrutarcH included, make us but:
poor amends for what is loft of Livy.
Among all the- adventitious helps by
which we ende;ﬁbur to fupply this lofs
in fome degree, the beft are thofe that
1 c. we
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we find fcattered up ard down in the
works of TurLLy. His orations parti-
cularly and his letters contdin many cu-
rious.anecdotes and inftrutive refle&ions;
concerhing the intrigues and machina-
tions that were cartied on againft liberty,
from CATILINE’S confpiracy to Cak-
saR’s. The ftate of the government,
the conftitution and temper of the fe-
veral parties, and the chara@ers of the
principal perfons who figured at that
- time on the public ftage, are to be feen
there in a ftrofiger and truer light than
they would have appeared perhaps if he
had writ purpofely on this fubje&, and
even in thofe memorials which he fome-
where ipremifes ATTICUS to write, Ex-
éudam aliquod ‘Hraclidium opus, quod la-
teat in thefauris tuis. He would hardly
have unmatked in fuch a work, as freely
as in familiar occafional letters, Pom~
reY, CATY, BRuTUS, nay himfelf; the
four men of Rome, on whofe praifes he

dwelt with the greateft complacency.
M 2 The
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The age in which Livy flourithed
abounded with fuch tmaterials as thefe =
they were freth, they were authentic s if
was eafy to procure them, it was fafe to-
employ them. How he did employ
them in executing the fecond part of his
defign, we may judge by his exocution
of the firfk: and I owa to your lordthip-
I fhould be glad to exchange, if it wero
poflible, what we have of this hiftory
for what we have not. Would yeu not
be glad, my lord, to fee in one fupen-
dous draught the whele progrefs of that-
government from hberty to fervitude ?
the whele feries of caufes and effets,
apparent and real, public and private 2
thofe which all men faw, and &}l good
men lamented and oppefed ot the time;
and thofe which were fo difguifed to the
prejudices, to the partialities of a diwi-
ded people, and even to the eorruption
ef mankind, that mapy did not, and that
many could pretend they did not, difcern
them, till.it was too late to refift them?
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I am forry to fay it, this part of the Ro~
man ftory would be not only more cu-~
rious and more autheatic than the for-
mer, but of more immediate and more
important application to the prefent ftate
of Britain. But it is laft: the lofs is ir-
reparable, and yeur lordthip will not
blame me for deploring it.

- III. Tazy who fet up for fceptxcxfrn
may not regret the lofs of fuch an hi-
ftory : but this I will be bold to affert to
them, that an hiftory muft be writ on
this plan, and muft aim at leaft at thefe
perfcﬁ:ions, or it will anfwer fuﬁicxently
none of the intentions of hiftory. That
it will not anfwer fuﬁicxcntly the inten-
tion 1 have infifted upon in thefe letters,
that of inftruing pofterity by the exam-
ples of former ages, is manifeft: and [
think it is as manifeft that an hiftory can-
not be faid even to relate faithfully, and
inform us truly, that does not relate fully,
end inform us of all that is neceflary to

M3 make
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make a true judgment concerning the
matters contained in it. Naked faéts,
without the caufes that produced them
and the circumftances that accompanied
them, are not fufficient to charalerize
actions or counfels. The nice degrees
of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of
vice, will nat only be undifcoverable in
them ; but we muft be very aften unable
to determine under which of thefe cha-
ra@ers they fall in general. The fceptics
T am fpeaking of are therefore guilfy of
this abfurdity : the npearer an hiftory
comes to the true idea of hiftory, the
better it informs and the more it in-
ftructs us, the more worthy to be re-
jeGted it appears to them. I have faid
and allowed enough to cantent any rea-
fonable man about the uncertainty of
hiftory. I have owned that the beft are
defective, and I wi]l add in this place an
obfervation which did not, I think, oc~
cur to me befere. Conje@ure is not al-
ways diftinguithed perhaps as it ought to
' S be;
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‘be ; {o that an ingenious writer may fome-
times do very innocently, what a malicious
writer does very criminally as often as
he dares, and as his malice requires it:
he may account for events after they have
happened, by a fyftem of caufes:and con-
du&t that did not really produce them,
tho it might poffibly or even probably
have produced them. But this obferva-
tion, like feveral others, becomes a rea-
fon for examining and comparing autko-
rities, and for preferring fome, not for
reje@ing all. Daviza, a noble hiftorian -
furely, and one whom { thould not fcruple
to confefs equal in many refpeéts to Livy,
as I fthould not foruple to prefer his coun-
tryman GuicCIARDIN to THUCYDIDES
in every refpe®; Davira, my lord,
was accufed from the firft publication of
his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpe@ed, of
too much refinement and fubtilty ; in de-
veloping the fecret motives of actions, in
laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of
M4 pro-
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progrefiion too .complicated, and too -ars
titly wrought. Byt yet the fufpicious
perfon who thould rejec this hifterian
upon fuch general inducements as thefe,
would have ne grace to oppofe his fufpi-
cions to the anthority of the firft duke of
Epernan, whq had been an actor, and 3
principal altor too, in mapy of the fcenes
that Davira recites. GIRARD, fecre-
tary to this dyke and np contemptible
biographer, relates, that this hiftory came
down to the place where the old man
refided in Gafcony, a little before his
death that he red it to him, t.hat the
duke conﬁrmed the teuth of ¢he narra-
tions in it, and feemed only furprized by
what means the authar could be fo well
informed of the moft fecret councils and
meafures of thofe times ?

. IV. T uave faid enough on this head,
and your lordfhip may be induced: per-
haps, by what I have faid, to think with
me, that fuch hxﬁor;cs as thefe, whether
, ancient
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ancient or modern, deferve alone to be -
ftudied.- Let us leave the credulous
Jearned to write hiftary without mate-
rials, or to ftudy thofe who do fo; to
wrangle about ancient traditions, and to
ring different changes on the fame fett
of bells. Let us leave the fceptics, in mo-
dern as well as ancient hiftory, to tri-
umph in the notable difcovery of the ides
of one month miftaken for the calends

of another, or in the various dates and
" contradi@ory circumftances which they
find in. weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries, Whilft they are thus em-
ployed, your lordthip and I will pro-
ceed, if you pleafe, to confider more
clofely than we have yet done, the rule
mentioned above ; that I mean of ufing
difcernment and chaice ip the ftudy of
the moft aythentic hiftory, that of not
wandering in the light, which is as ne-
ceffary as that of not groping in the -
dark, ,

MaN
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Man is the fubje of every hiftorys
and to know him well, we muft fee him
and confider him, as hiftory alone can
 prefent him to us, in every age, in every
country, in every ftate, in life and im
death. Hiftory therefore of all* kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient
and modern nations, in fhort all hiftory,
that defcends to a fufficient detail of hu-
man actions and chara®ers, is ufeful to
bring us acquainted with our fpecies, nay
with ourfelves. ‘To teach and to incul-
cate the general principles of virtue, and
the general rules of wifdom and good
policy, which refult from fuch details of
actions and chara&ers, comes for the
moft part, and always thould come, ex-
prefily and dire@ly into the defign of
thofe who are capable of giving fuch.
details: and therefore whilft they nar-
rate as hiftorians, they hint often as phi-
lofophers ; they put into our hands, as
it were, on every proper occafion, the

end

L
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end of a clue, that ferves to remind us
of fearching, and ta guide us in the
fearch of that truth which the example
before us either eftablifhes or illuftrates.
If a writer negle&s this part, we are able
however to fupply his negle&t by our
own attention and induftry: and when
he gives us a good hiftory of Peruvians
or Mexicans, of Chinefe or Tartars, of
Mufcovites or Negroes, we may blame
him, but we muft blame ourfelves much
more, if we do not make it a good leflon
of philofophy. This being the general
ufe of hiftory, it is_not to be neglected.
Every one may make it, who is able to
read and to refle® on what he reads:
and every one who makes it will find,
ip his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contracted in this
manner with mankind, We are not
only paflengers or fojoumers in this
world, but we are abfolute ftrangers at
the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides

are often ignorant, often unfaithful. By
this
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this map of the country which hiftory
fpreads before us, we may learn, if we
pleafe, to guide ourfelves.  In our jour-
ney through it, we are befet on every
fide. We are befieged fometimes even
in our ftrongeft holds. Terrors and temp~
tations, condu@ed by the paffions of
other men, affault us: and our own
paffions, that correfpond with thefe, be-
tray us. Hiftory is a colle&ion of the
journals of thofe who have travelled:
through the fame country, and been
cxpofcd to the fame accidents : and their
good and their il fuccefs are equally’
inftru@ive. In this pulfuit of know-
ledge an immenfe field i fpread to us;
general hiftories, facred and prophane;
the hiftories of particular countries, par-
ticular events, particular otders, parti-
cular men ; memorials, anecdotes, tra--
vels. But we muft not ramble i this
field without difcernment or choice, nor’
even with thefe mui’c we x:amblc too
long ‘ . :
) - ) 'A:g
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" As-to the thoice of authors, who have
writ on all thefe various fubjecs, fa
much has been faid by learned men con-
‘cerning all thofe that deferve attention,
and their feveral charatters are fo well
eftablithed, that it would be a fort of
pedantic affectatian to lead your lordthip
through fo voluminous, and at the fame
time fo eafy, a detail. I pafs it over
therefore in order to obferve, that as
foon as we have taken this general view
of mankind, and of the courfe of human
affairs in different ages and different

- parts of the world; we ought to apply,

and the fhortnefs of buman life confi-
dered, to confing eurfelves almoft en-
tirely in our ftudy of hiftory, to fuch
hiftories as have an immediate relation
to. our ‘profeflions, or to our rank and
fituation in the fociety to which we be-
long. . Let me inflance in the profeffion

of divinity, as the nobleft and the moft
important.




(1) I nave fald fo much concerring
the fhare which divines of all religions
have taken in the corruption of hiftory,
that I thould have anathemas pronounced
againft me, no doubt, in the eaft and
the weft, by the dairo, the mufti, and
the pope, if thefe. letters were fubmitted
to ecclefiaftical cenfure; for furely, my
lord, the clergy have a better title than
the fons of Apollo to be called genus ir=
ritabile vatum. What would it be; if I
- went about to fhew, how many of the
chriftian clergy abufe by mif-reprefenta«
* tion and falfe quotation, the hiftory they
can no longer corrupt? and yet this
tatk would not be, even to me, an hard
one. But as I mean to fpeak in this
place of chriftian divines alone, fo I mean
to fpeak of fuch of them particularly as
may be called divines without any fneer :
of fuch of them, for fome fuch I think
there are, as believe themfelves, and
would have mankind believe; not for

temporal
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temporal but fpiritual intereft, not for
the fake of the clergy, but for the fake
of mankind. Now it has been long
matter of aftonithment to me, how fuch
perfons as thefe could take fo much filly
pains to eftablith myftery on metaphy-
fics, revelation on philofophy, and mat.
ters of fact on abftract reafoning ? A re-
ligion ‘founded on the authority of a di-
vine mifiion, confirmed by prophecies
and miracles, appeals to facts: and the
facts muft be proved as all other fadts
that pafs for authentic are proved ; for

faith, fo reafonable after this proof, is

abfurd before it. If they are thus pro-
ved, the religion will prevail without
the affiftance of fo much profound reafon-
ing ; if they are not thus proved, the
authority of it will fink in the world
even with this affiftance. The divines
object in their difputes with atheifts, and
they object very juftly, that thefe men
require improper proofs ; proofs that
are not fuited to the nature of the fub-

je&,
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je@, and then cavil that fuch proofs are
not farnithed. But what then do they
mean, to fall into -the fame abfurdity
themfelves in their difputes with the-
ifts, and to dim improper proofs in ears
that are open to proper proefs? The
matter 18 of great moment, my lord,
and ¥ make no excufe for the zeal which
obliges me to dwell & little on it. A
ferious and houeft application to the
" ftudy of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and every
part of prophane hiftory and chronology
telative to i, is incumbent on fich re-
verend perfons as are here fpoken of, on
a double account : becaufe hiftory alone
can farnith the 'proper proofs, that the
religion they teach is of God; and be-

eaufe the unfair manner, in which thefe

proofs have been and are daily furnithed,
creates prejudices, and gives advantages
againft chriftianity that require to be re-
moved. No fcholar will dare to deny,
that falfe hiﬁory, as well as fham'mira-
cles, has been employcd to propagate

chnﬂ:xanlty '

i J
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chriftianity formerly : and whoever exa-
mines the writers of our own age will
find the fame abufe of hiftory continued. .
Many and many inftances of this abufe
might be produced. It is grown into
cuftom, writers copy one another, and
‘the miftake that was committed, or the
falthood that was invented by one, is
adopted by hundreds.

ABBADIE fays in his famous book,
that the gofpel of St. MaTTHEW is cited
by CLEMENS bithop of Rome, a difciple
of the apoftles; that BARNABAS cites it
in his epiftle; that IcNaTIUS and Po-
LYCARPE receive it ; and that the fame
fathers, that give teftimony for MAT-
THEW, give it likewife for Mark. Nay
your lordfhip will find, I believe, that,
the prefent bithop of London in his third
paftoral letter fpeaks to the fame effect.
I will not trouble you nor myfelf with
any more inftances of the fame kind.
Let this which occurred to me as I was

Vor. N writing
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writing fuffice. It may well fuffice ; for
- I prefume the fat advanced by the mi-
nifter and the bifhop is a miftake. If
the fathers of the firft century do men~
tion fome paflages that are agreeable to
what we read in our evangelifts, will it
follow that thefe fathers had the fame
' 'gofpels,}bcfor'e them ? To fay fo is a ma-
nifeft abufe of hiftory, and quite inexcu-
fable in writers that knew, or fhould
have known, that thefe fathers made ufe
of other gofpels, wherein fuch paffages
might be contained, or they might be
preferved in unwritten tradition. Befides
which I could almoft venture to affirm
that thefe fathers of the firft century do
not expreflly name the gofpels we have
of MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and
Joun. To the two reafons that have
. been given why thofe who make divi-
 nity their profeflion fthould ftudy hiftory,
particularly ecclefiaftical hiftory, with an
honeft and ferious application ; in order
to fupport chriftianity againft the attacks
- - of
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of unbelievers, and to remove the doubts
and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own-order have rai-
fed in minds candid but not implicit,.
willing to be informed but curious to ex-
amine ; to thefe I fay we may add ano-
ther confideration that feems to me of
no fmall importance. ~Writers of the
Roman religion have attempted to thew,
that the text of the holy writ is on many
accounts infufficient to be the fole crite-
rion of orthodoxy : I apprehend too that
they have thewn it. Sure I am that ex-
perience, from the firft promulgation of
chriftianity to this hour, fhews abun-
dantly with how much eafe and fuccefs
the moft oppofite, the moft extravagant,
nay the moft impious opinions, and the
moft contradiGory faiths, may be founded
on the fame text ; and plaufibly defended
by the fame authority. Writers of the
reformed religion have erected their bat-
teries againft tradition ; and the only
difficulty they had to encounter in this

' N 2 enterprize
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enterprize lay in levelling and pointing
their cannon fo as to avoid demolifhing,
in one common ruin, the traditions they
retain, and thofe they reje@. Each fide
has been employed to weaken the caufe
and explode the {yftem of his adverfary :
and whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid their axes to the
root of chriftianity : for thus men will be
apt to reafon upon what they have ad-
vanced, ¢ If the text has not that authen-
¢ ticity, clearnefs, and precifion which
¢ are neceflary to eftablifh it as a divine
¢« and a certain rule of faith and prac-
« tice; and if the tradition of the church,
“ from the firft ages of it till the days
« of LuTtHeR and CarLviN, has been
«¢ corrupted itfelf, and has ferved to cor-
« rupt the faith and pradtice of chri-
< ftians ; there remains at this time no
¢ ftandard at all of chriftianity. By con-
« fequence either this religion was not
«« originally of divine inftitution, or elfe

“ God has not provided effectually for
' ' 13 pl'C- .
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« preferving the genuine purity of it,
¢ and the gates of hell have actually pre-
« vailed, in contradition to his promife,
 againft the church.” The beft effect
of this reafoning that can be hoped for,
is that men fhould fall into theifm, and
fubferibe to the firft propofition : he muft
be worfe than an atheift who can affirm
the laft. The dilemma is terrible, my
lord. Party zeal and private intereft have
formed it : the common intereft of chri-
ftianity- is deeply concerned to folve it.
Now I prefume it can never be folved
without a more accurate examination,
not only of the chriftian but of the jewith
fyftem, than learned men have been hi-
therto impartial enough and fagacious
enough to take, or honeft enough to
communicate. Whilft the authenticity
and fenfe of the text of the bible remain
as difputable, and whilft the tradition of
the church remains as problematical, to
fay no worfe, as the immenfe labours of
thc chriftian divines in feveral commu-
N 3 nions
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nions have made them appear to be;
chriftianity may lean on the civil and ecs
clefiaftical power, and be fupported by
the forcible influence of education: but
the proper force of religion, that force
which fubdues the mind and awes the
confcience by conviction, will be want-

ing.

I uAD reafon therefore to produce div
vinity, as one inftance of thofe profef~
fions that require a particular application
~to the ftudy of fome particular parts of
hiftory : and fince I have faid fo much on
the fubject in my zeal for chriftianity, 1
will add this further. The refurrection of
~ letters was a fatal period: the chriftian
fyftem has been attacked and wounded
too very feverely fince that time. The
-defence has been better made indeed by
modern divines, than it had been by an-
tient fathers and apologifts. The mo-
derns have invented new methods of de-
fence, and have abandoned fome pofts
that
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that were not tenable : but ftill there are
others; in defending which they lie un-
der great difadvantages. Such are various
fa&s, pipufly believed in former times,
but on which the truth of chriftianity has
been refted very imprudently in more en-
lightened ages; becaufe the falfity of
fome, and the grofs improbability of
others are o evident, that inftead of
anfwering the purpofe for which they
were invented, they have rendered the
whole tenor of exclefiaftical hiftory and
tradition precarious, ever fince a ftrict
but juft application of the rules of criti»
cifim has been made to them. I touch
thefe things lightly; but if your lord-
fhip refle@s upon them, you will find
reafon perhaps to think as I do, that it
is high time the clergy in all chriftian
communions fhould join their for(fcs, and
eftablith thofe hiftorical fa&s, which are
the foundations of the whale fyftem, on
clear and unqueftionable hiftorical au-"
thority, fuch as they require in all cafes

N 4 of
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of moment from others ; rejet candidly
what cannot be thus eftablithed ; and
purfue their enquiries in the fame f{pirit -
of truth through all the ages of the
church ; without any regard to hifto<
rians, fathers, or councils, more than
they are ftrictly entituled to on the face
of what they have tranfmitted to us, on
their own cenfiftency, and on the con-
currence of other authority. Our paf-
tors would be thus, I prefume, much
better employed than they generally are.
Thefe of the clergy who make religion
merely a trade, who regard nothing more
than the fubfiftence it affords them, or
in higher life the wealth and power they
enjoy by the means of it, may fay ta
themfelves that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of flate will pre«
ferve the form of a church when the
fpirit of religion is extin&. But thofe
whom I mentioned above, thofe who
a& for fpiritual not temporal ends, and
are defirous that men fhauld believe and
| practife
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pradtife the dorines of chriftianity as
well as go to church and pay tithes, will
feel and own the weight of fuch confi--
derations as thefe ; and agree that how-
ever the people have been and may be
ftill amufed, yet chriftianity has been in
decay ever fince the refurrection of let-
ters : and that it cannot be fupported as
it was fupported before that aera, nor by
any other way than that which I pro-
pofe, and which a due application to the
ftudy of hiftory, chronology, and criti-
cifm, would enable our divines to purfue,
no doubt, with fuccefs.

" I m1GHT inftance, in other profeffions, -
the obligation men lie under of applying
themfelves to certain parts of hiftory, and
I can hardly forbear doing it in that of
the law; in its nature the nobleft and
moft beneficial to mankind, in its abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the
moft pernicious, A Iawyer now is no-
ghmg more, I{peak of ninety-nine in an

hundred



1% LETTER V.

hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of TuLLY’s
words, nifi leguleius quidam, cautus & acy-
tus, praeco altionum, cantor formularum,
auceps fyllabarum. But there have been
lawyers that were orators, philofophers,
hiftorians: there have been Bacons and
CrLARENDONs, my lord. There will be
none fuch any more, till in fome better
age, true ambition or the love of fame
prevails over avarice: and till men find
leifure and encouragement to prepare
themfelves for the exercife of this pro-
feffion, by climbing up to the ventage
ground, fo my lord Bacon calls it, of
fcience; inftead of groveling all their
lives below, in a mean but gainful appli-
cation to all the little arts of chicane. Till
this happen, the profeffion of the law
will {carce deferve to he ranked among
the learned profeffions : and whenever it
happens, one of the vantage grounds, to
which men muft climb, is metaphyfical,
and the other hiftorical knowledge, They
muft pry into the fecret recefles of the

3 + human

»



Of the Stupy of HisTory. 187

" human heart, and become well acquainted
with the whole moral world, that they
may difcover the abftra&t reafon of all
Jaws: and they muft trace the laws of
particular ftates, efpecially of their own,
from the firft rough fketches to the more
perfe&t draughts; from the firft caufes
or occafions that produced them, through
all the effe@ts good and bad that they
produced. But I am running infenfibly
into a fubje&, which would detain me
too long from one that relates more im-
mediately to your lordfhip, and with
which I intend to conclude this long

“Jetter,

(2) I pafs from the confideration of
thofe profeffions to which particular parts
or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I come to fpeak of the ftudy of hiftory,
as a neceffary mean to prepare men fog
the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is com-
mon to all the membets of every fociety

that
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that is conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard
to the common good. I have met in
St. REAL’s works, or fome other French
book, with a ridicule caft on private men
who make hiftory a political ftudy, or
who apply themfelves in any manner to
affairs of ftate. But the refle@ion is too
general. In governments fo arbitrary by
. their conftitution, that the will of the
prince is not only the fupreme but the
fole law, it is fo far from being a duty,
that it may be dangerous, and muft be
impertinent in men, who are not called
by the prince to the adminiftration of
public affairs, to concern themfelves about
it, or to fit themfelves for it. The fole
vocation there is the favour of the court;
and whatever defignation God makes by
the talents he beftows, tho it may ferve,
which it feldom ever does, to dire¢ the
choice of the prince, yet I prefume that
it cannot become a reafon to particular

men, or create a duty on them, to devote
themfelves
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themfelves to the public fervice. Look
on the Turkifh government. See a fel-
low taken, from rowing in a common
paffage-boat, by the caprice of the prince
fee him invefted next day with all the
power the foldans took under the caliphs,
or the mayors of the palace under the
fucceffors of Crovis : fee a whole em-
pire governed by the ignorance, inexpe-
rience, and arbitrary will of this tyrant,
and a few other fubordinate tyrants, as
ignorant and unexperienced as himfelf,
In France indeed, tho an abfolute go-
vernment, things go a little better. Arts
and f{ciences are encouraged, and here
and there an example may be found of
a man who has rifen by fome extraordi-
nary talents, amidft innumerable exam-
ples of men who have arrived at the
greateft honors and higheft pofts by no
other merit than that of affiduous fawn-
ing, attendance, or of fkill in fome de-
{picable puerile amufement; in.training
walps, for inftance, to take regular flights
: like
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like hawks, and ftoop at flies. The no-
bility of France, like the children of tri-
bute among the ancient Saracens and
modern Turks, are fet apart for wars.
They are bred to make love, to hunt, °
and to fight: and if any of them fhould
acquire knowledge fupetior to this, they
would acquire that which might be pre-
judicial to themfelves, but could not be-
come beneficial to their country. The
affairs of ftate are trufted to othet hands.
'Some have rifen to them by drudging
long in bufinefs: fome have been made
minifters almoft in the cradle : and the
whole power of the government has been -
- abandoned to others in the dotage of life.
There is a monarchy, an abfolute mo«
farchy too, I mean that of China, where-
in the adminiftration of the government
is carried on, under the direétion of the
prince, ever fince the dominion of the
Tartars has been eftablithed, by feveral
claffes of Mandarins, and according to
the deliberation and advice of feveral ors
ders
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ders of councils : the admiffion to which
claffes and orders depends on the abilities
of the candidates, as their rife in them
depends on the behaviour they hold, and
the improvements they make afterwards,
Under fuch a government, it is neither
impertinent nor ridiculous, in any of the
fubje@s who are invited by their circum-
ftances, or pufhed to it by their talents,
to make the hiftory of their own and of
other countries a political ftudy, and to
fit themfelves by this and all other ways
for the fervice of the public. It is not
dangerous neither ; or an honor that out-
weighs the danger attends it: fince pri-
vate men have a right by the ancient con-
ftitution of this government, as well as
councils of ftate, to reprefent to the prince
the abufes of his adminiftration. _ But ftill
men have not there the fame occafion to
concern themfelves in the affairs of the
ftate, as the nature of a free government
gives to the members of it. In our own
country, for in our own the forms of a

’ free
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 free government at leaft are hitherto pré<
ferved, men are not only defigned fof
the public fervice by the circumftances
of their fituation, and their talents, all
which may happen in others: but they
-are defigned to it by their birth in many
cafes, and in.all cafes they may dedicate
themfelves to this fervice, and take in
different degrees fome fhare in it, whes=
ther they are called to it by the prince
or no. -In abfolute governments, all pub-
lic fervice is to the prince, and he nomi«
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In
free governments, there is a diftin& and
a principal fervice due to the ftate. Even
the king, of fuch a limited monarchy as
ours, is but the firft fervant of the peo-
ple. Among his fubjeéts, fome are ap-
pointed by the conftitution, and others
are ele&ed by the people, to carry on the
exercife of the legiflative power jointly -
with him, and to controul the executive
power independently on him. Thus
your lordfhip is born a member of that
order
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order of men, in whom a third part of
the fupreme power of the government
refides: and your right to the exercife
" of the power belonging to this order not
being yet opened, you are chofen into
another body of men who have different
power and a different conftitution, but
who poflefs another third part of the fu-
preme legiflative authority, for as long a.
time as the commiffion or truft delegated
- to them by the people lafts. . Free-men
who are neither born to the firft, nor
eleCted to .the laft, have a right how-
ever to complain, to reprefent, to peti-
tion, and I add even to do more in cafes
of the utmoft extremity, For fure there
cannot be a greater abfurdity, than to -
affirm that the people have a remedy in
refiftance, when their prince attempts to
enflave them ; but that they have none,
when their reprefentatives fell themfelves

and them. ‘

o THE
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. Tne fum of what I have been faying
is, that in free governments, . the public:
fervice is not confined to thofe whem
the prince appaints to different pofts in
the adniindtration under him ; that there
the care of the ftate is the care of multi--
tudes ; that many are called to it in 2 par-
ticular manner by their fank, and by
other circumftances of their fituation;

- and that even thofe whom the prince ap-

points are not only anf{werable to him,

but like him, and before him,.to the na--

tion, for their behaviour in their feveral.
pofts. It can never be impertinent nor.
sidiculous therefore in’ fuch a country,.
whatever it might be in the abbot of Sr..
Rzeav’s, which was Savoy I think ; or in.

Peru, under the Incas, where Gagrcl-:
'LASSO DELA VEGA fays it was lawful for:

none but the nobility to ftudy—for men of
all degrees to inftruét themfelves in thofe.
affairs wherein they may be aors, or
judges of thofe that a&; or controwlers of

7 ' thofe



Of the Stupy of HisTory. 19§

thofe that judge. On the contrary, it is
incumberit on every man to inftruét him-
felf, as well as the means and opportu-
nities he has permit, concerning the na-
ture and interefts of the government, and
thofe rights and duties that belong to
him, or to his fuperiors, or to his infe-
riors. ‘This in general; but in particular,
it is certain that the obligations under
which we lie to ferve our country in-
creafe, in proportion to the ranks we
hold, and the other circumftances of
birth, fortune, and fituation that call us

. to this fervice ; and above all to the ta-

lents which God has given us to per-
form it.

IT is in this view, that I fhall addrefs .

to your lordfhip whatever I have further
to fay on the ftudy of hiftory.

02 LET-
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From what period modern bg]fory 15 pectis
liarly uf eful to the fervice of our coun-
try, viz,

From the end of the fifteenth century fo
the prefent.

The divifion of this into three particular
periods : \

In order to a fketch of the hiftory ond ftate
of Europe from that time,

NINCE then you are, my lord, by
your birth, by the nature of our
government, and by the talents God has
‘given you, attached for life to the fervice
of your country ; fince genius alone can-
not enable you to go through this fervice
with honor to yourfclf and advantage to
your country, whether you fupport or
“whether you oppofe the adminiftrations
that arife ; fince a great ftock of know-
ledge, acquired betimes and continually .
O3 o ime
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improved, is neceffary to this end; and
fince ome part of this fteck muft be col-
lected from the ftudy of hiftory, as the
other part is to be gained by obfervation
and experience, I come now fo fpeak to
your lordthip of fuch hiftory as has an
immediate relation to the great duty and
bufinefs of your life, and of the method
to be obferved in this ftudy. The notes
1 have by me, which were of fome little
ufe thus far, ferve me no farther, and I
have no books to confult,” No matter;
I fhall be able to explain my thoughts
without their affiftance, and fefs liable ta
be tedious, I hope to be as full and as
g£xa& on memory alone, as the. manner
in which [ fhall treat the fubject requires
me ta be.

I say then, that however clofely afs
fairs are linked together in the progref~
fion of governments, and how much fo-
. ever events that follow are dependant on

;ho[e that precede, the whole connexion
' dlmh
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diminifhes to fight as the chain length-
ens; till at laft it feems to be broken,
and the links that are continued from
that point bear no proportion nor any
fimilitude to the former. I would not be
" aunderftood to fpeak only of thofe great
changes, that are wrought by a concur=
rence of extrdordinary events; for inftance
the expulfion of one nation, the deftruc-
tion of one goverament, and- the efta-
blithment of another : but even of thofe .
that are wrought in the fame govern-
ments and among the fame people, flowly

and almoft imperceptibly, by the necef-
 fary effets of time, and flux condition of
human' affairs,. When fuch changes as
thefe happen in feveral ftates about the
fame time, and confequently -affe& other
flates by their vicinity, and by many dif-.
ferent relations which they frequently .
bear to one another ; then is one of thofe
. periods formed, at which the chain {poken
of is fo brokem as to have little or no real
or vifible connexion with that which we
04 fec .
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fee continue. A new fituation, - different
from the former, begets new interefts in

the fame 'proportidn of  difference ; not .

in this or that particular ftate alone, but
in all thofe that are concerned by vicinity
or other relations, as I'faid juft now, in
one general fyftem of policy. New in-

terefts beget new maxims of govern--

ment, and new methods of conduét.
Thefe, in their turns, beget new man-
' ners, new habits,. new cuftoms. The

longer this new conftitution of affairs -

continues, the more will this difference
increafe : and altho fome analogy may
remain long between what preceded and
what fucceeds fuch a period, yet will
this analogy foon become an objeét of
mere curiofity, not of profitable enquiry.
Such a period therefore is, in the true
fenfe of the words, an’ epocha or an aers,
a paint of time at which -you ftop, or
from which you reckon forward. I fay
forward ; becaufe we are not to ftudy in
the prefent cafe, as chronologers coms

: pute,
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pute, backward. Should we perfift to.
carry our refearches much higher, and
to pufh them even to fome other period
of the fame kind, we fhould mifemploy
our time: the caufes then laid having
fpent themfelves, the feries of effects de-

. rived from them being over, and our

concern in both confequently at an end.
But a new fyftem of caufes and effects,
that fubfifts in our time, and whereof
our conduct is to be a part, arifing at the
. laft period, and all that paffes in our time
being dependant on what has paffed fince

that period, or being immediately rela-

tive to it, we are extremely concerned to

be well informed about all thofe paffages.

Ta be entirely ignorant about the. ages

that precede this aera would be fhame-

ful. Nay fome indulgence may be had
to a temperate curiofity in the review of

them. But to be learned about them is

a ridiculous affeCtation in any man who

means to be ufeful to the prefent age.

Down to this aera let us read hiftory;

| from
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from this aera, and down to our owa
time, let us ftudy it.

" Tue end of the fifteenth century feems
to be juft fuch a period as I have been
“defcribing, for thofe who live in the

eighteenth, and who inhabit the weftern.

parts of Europe. A little before, or a
little after this point of time, all thofe
‘events happened, and all thofe revolutions
began, that have produced fo vaft a change

in the manners, cuftoms, and interefts of

- particular nations, and in the whole po-'

licy ecclefiaftical and civil of thefe parts
of the world. I muft defcend here inta
fome detail, not of hiftories, colleGions,
or memorials; for all thefe are well
enough known: and tho the contents
are in the heads of few, the books are
in the hands of many. But inftead of
fhewing your lordthip where to look, I
fhall contribute more to your entertain-

" ment and inftruion, by marking out, as
well as my memory will ferve me to do
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it, what you are to look for, and by fur-
nifhing a kind of clue to your ftudies, I
fhall give, according to cuftom, the firft
place to religion.
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A view of the ecclefiaftical govern-
ment of Europe from the bcgm—
mng of the fixteenth century.

OBgseRVE then, my lord, that the de-
‘molition of the papal throne was not at-
tempted with fuccefs till the beginning
of the fixteenth century. If you are cu-
rious to caft your eyes back, you will .
find BEReNGER in the eleventh, wha
was foon filenced ; ARNOLDUS in the fame,
who was foon hanged; VaLpo in the
~twelfth, and our WickLIFF in the four-
teenth, as well as others perhaps whom
I do not recolle@t. Sometimes the doc-
trines of the church were alone attacked,
and fometimes the doérine, the difci-
pline, and the ufurpations of the pope.
But little fires, kindled in corners of a
dark world, were foon ftifled by that great
abettor of chriftian unity, the hang-man.
When they fpred and blazed out, as in
~ the cafe of thc Albigeois and of the
Hauffites,
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Huffites, armies were raifed to extinguith
them by torrents of blood; and fuch
* faints as DoMiNIc, with the crucifix in
their hands, inftigated the troops to the
utmoft barbarity. Your lordthip will
find that the church of Rome was main-
tained by fuch charitable and falutary

means, among others, till the period
“fpoken of : and you will be curious, I
am fure, to enquire how this period came
to be more fatal to her than any former
con_]un&urc? A multitude of circum-
ftances, which you will cafily trace in -
the hiftories of the fifteenth and fixteenth
centuries, to go no further back con-
curred to bring about this great event:
and a multitude of others, as eafy to be
* traced, concurred to hinder the demoli-
tion from becoming total, and to prop
the tottering fabric, - Among thefe cir-
cumftances, there is one lefs-complicated
and more obvious than others, which
was of principal and univerfal - influence.
The art of printing had been invented
3 ' about
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about forty or fifty years before the pe-
 riod we fix: from that time, the refors
rection of letters haftened on a-pace 5 and
at this period they had made great pro-
. grefs, and were cultivated with great ap<
plication. ManomzT the fecond drove
them out of. the eaft into the weft; and
the popes proved worfe politicians than
 the mafties in this refpet. Nrcmovras
the fifth encouraged learning and learned
men. Sixrus the fourth was; if I mif- -
take net, a great colle@tor of books at’
*leaft: and Leo the tenth was the patron
. of everyart and fcience. ‘The magicians

themfelves broke the charm by which
they had bound mankind for fo many
ages : and the adventure of that knight-
errant, who, thinking himfelf happy in
the atms of a celeftial nymph, found
that he was the miférable flave of an in-
fernal hag, was in fome fort renewed.

As foon as the meéans of acquiring and
fpreading information grew common, it
is no mmier that a fyftem Wwas unra-

: velled,
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velled, which could not have been wo-
ven with fuccefs in any ages, but thofe
of grofs igmorance and credulous fuper-. -
ftition. I might point out to your lord«
fhip many other immediate caufes, fome:
general like this that I have mentioned,
and fome particular. The great fchifm,
for inftance, that ended in the beginning
of the fifteenth century, and in the coun-
cil of Conftance, had occafioned prodi«
gious fcandal. 'Two or three vicars of
CurisT, two or three infallible heads of
- the' church reaming about the world at
2 time, furnithed matter of ridicule as
well as fcandal : and whilft they appealed,
for fo they did in effedt, to the laity,
and reproached and excommunicated one
another, they taught the world what to
~ think of the inftitution as well as exercifé
of the papal authority. ‘The fame leflort
was taught by the council of Pifa that
preceded, and by that of Bafle that fol-
lowed the council of Conftance. The
horrid crimes of ALEXANDER the fixth,

3 the
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the fawcy ambition of Jurius the fe-
cond, the immenfe profuﬁoxi and f{can-"
dalous exattions of LEo the tenth; all
 thefe events and charalers, followingin
a continued feries from the beginning of
one century, prepared the way for the
revolution that happened in the begin-
ning of the next. The ftate of Ger-
many, ‘the ftate of England, and that of
the North, were particular caufes, in
thefe feveral countfies, of this revolution.
Such were many remarkable events that
happened about the fame time, and a
little before it, in thefe and in other na-
tions ; and fuch were likewife the cha-
raGers of many of the princes of that
age, fome of whom favoured the refor-
mation like the eleGor of Saxony, on
a principle of confcience, and moft of
whom favoured it, juft as others oppofed
it, on a principle of intereft. This your
lordfhip will difcover manifeftly to have
been the cafe; and the fole difference
you will find between Henry the cighth .
. : and
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and Francis the firft, one of whom fe-

pardted from the pope as the other ad-

héred to him, is this: HenRy the eighth

divided; with the fecular clergy and his

. people, the fpoil of the pope, and his fa- -
tclhtcs, the monks: Francis the firft

divided, with the pope, the fpoil of his

clergy, fecular and regular, and of his

people. With the faimie impartial eye that

your lordﬂup furvcys thc abufcs of reli-

as well as court of Rome, which brought

on the reformation at this period ; you

will obferve the chara&ers and condu&

~of thofe who began, who propagated,
and who favoured the reformation : and
from your obfervation of thefe, as well
as of the unfyftematical manner in which
it was carried on at the fame time in va-
rious places, and of the want of concert,
nay even of charity; among the reformers,
you will learn what to think of the fe-
veral religions that unite in their oppofi-
tion to the Roman, and yet hate one
Vor, I P " another,
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another moft heartily ; what to think of
the feveral fe@s that have fprouted, like.
fuckers, from the fame great roots; and
what the true principles are of proteftant
ecclefiaftical policy. This policy had no
being till LuTHER made his eftablith=
ment in Germany; till ZwiNGL1US be-
gan another in Swifferland, which ‘CAL-~
vIN carried on and, like AMERICUS VES-
puTivs who followed CHRISTOPHER
CoruMBus, robbed the firft adventurcr
of his honor ; and till the reformation in
our country was perfected under ED-
wARD the fixth and EL1ZABETH. Even
popifh ecclefiaftical policy is no longer
the fame fince that aera, His holinefs
is no longer at the head of the whole
 weftern church: and to kee'p' the part
that adheres to him, he is obliged to
loofen their chains, and to lighten his
yoke. The fpirit and pretenfions of his
court are the fame; but not thc'pow'cr
He governs by expedient and manage-
ment more, and by authonty lefs. His
' 3 © decrees
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decrees and his briefs are in danger of
being refufed, explained away, or evaded,
unlefs he negociates their acceptance be-
fore he gives.them, governs in concert
- with his flock, and feeds his fheep ac-
cording to their humor and intereft. In
fhort, his excommunications, that made
the greateft emperors tremble, are de-
fpifed by the loweft members of his own
communion ; and the remaining attach-
ment to him has been, frem this acra,
rather a political expedient to preferve an
appearance of unity, than a principle of
of confcience ; whatever fome bigotted
princes may have thought, whatever am-
bitious prelates and hireling fcriblers may
have taught, and whatever a people
worked up to enthufiafn by fanatical
preachers may have aéted. Proofs of
this would be eafy to draw, not only
from the condu& of fuch princes as
FerDINAND the firft and MaxiMILIAN
the fecond, who could fcarce be efteemed
papifts the they continued in the pope’s

P2 com-
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communion 5 but even from that of prins
ces who-‘perfecated their proteftant fub:
jects with great violence. Enough has
been faid, I think, t6 thew your lordthip
how littfe meed there is of going up
higher ‘than the beginning of the fixs
teenth centary in the ftudy of hiftory, to
dcquite all the knowledge neceffaty at
this time in ecclefiaftical policy, or-in
civil policy as far as it s relative to this.
Hiftorical monuments of this fort are in
évery man’s hand the fa&fs are fuﬂicicntly
our obfervatxon ‘even that fcene of fo-
lemn refined banter exhibited in the
councxl ‘of Ttent, impofes on no man
who r‘ea:is Paoro, as well as PALLA-
v1ci1, and the letters of Varcas.



Of the STupy of HisToRy. 213

A view of the civil government of
- Europe in the beginning of the.
fixteenth century,

I. In France,

A verv little higher need we go, to
obferve thofe great changes in the civil
conflitutions of the principal nations of
Europe, in the partition of power among
them, and by confequence in the whole
{yftem of European policy, which have
operated fo ftrongly for more than twa
centuries, and which operate ftill. I will
not affront the memory of our Henzy |
the feventh fo much as to compare him
to Lewis the eleventh: and yet I per-
ceive fome refemblance between them ;
which would perhaps appear greater, if
Puirip of Commines had wrote the hi.
ftory of HENRY as well as that of LEw1s;
or if my lord BacoN had wrote- that of
- LEwis as well as that of HENRy. This
P 3 prince
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- prince came to the crown of England 2
* little before the clofe of the fifteenth
century : and LEwrs began his reign in
France about twenty years fooner. Thefe
reigns make remarkable periods in the
hiftories of both nations. To reduce the
power, privileges, and poffeffions of the
nobility, and to increafe the wealth and
authority of the crown, was the princi-
pal objeét of both. In this their fuccefs
was fo great, that the conftitutions of the
two governments have had, fince that
time, more refemblance, in name and in
form than in reality, to the conftitutions
that prevailed before. Lewis the ele-
venth was the firft, fay the French,, qus
mit les rois bors de page. 'The indepen-
dency of the nobility had rendered the
ftate of his predeceffors very dependant,
and their power precarious. They were
the fovereigns of great vaffals; but thefe
vaffals were fo powerful, that one of them
was fometimes able, and two or three of
them always, to give law to the fove-
| reiga,
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reign. Before LEw1s came to the crown,
the Englith had been driven out of their
pofeflions in France, by the poor cha-
ralter of HENRY the fixth, the domeftic
troubles of his reign, and the defection
of the houfe of Burgundy from his alli-
ance, much more than by the ability of
CuARLESs the feventh, who feems to have
been neither a greater hero nor a greater
politician than Henry the fixth; and
even than by the vigour and union of the
French nobility in his fervice. After
Lewi1s came to the crown, EDwARD the
fourth made a fhew of carrying the war
again into Francc but he foon returned,
home, and your lordthip will not be at
a lofs to find much better reafons for his
domg fo, in the fituation of his affairs and
the chara@ers of his allies, than thofe
which Prirnip of Commines draws from
the artifice of LEwis, from his good
cheer and his penﬁons ‘Now from this
time our prctcnﬁons on France were in
gﬁ'c& given up : and CHARLES the bold,
P 4 C the
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the latt prince of the boufe of Burgupdy,

being killed, LEw1s had no vaffal able,
to moleft h1rn He rc-umtcd thc dthhy
of Burgundy and Artois to his crown, hc
acquired Provcncc by gift, and his fon
Bntany by mamage and thus Francq
~ grewin the coutfe of a few years into that
great and compa& body which we be-
hold at thistime. The hiftory of France,

before this PCI’lOd is hke. that of Germany, v
a comphcated hiftory of feveral ftates and
feveral interefts; fomenmes concurring
like members of the fame monarchy, and
fometimes warring on one anather. ‘Sincg

this period, "the hxf’cory of Francc is the
hiftory of one ftate under a more umform
and orderly government; the hxﬁory of
a monarchy wherein the prince is poﬁ'eﬁ-
for of fome, as Well as_lord of all the

great fieffes : and, the authority of many
tyrants centring in one, tho the people
are not become more free, yet the whole
fyftem of domeftic policy is entirely
changed. - Pcacc at home is better fe-
: ‘ ‘ curcd
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~ cured,” and the nation grown fitter to
carry war abroad. The goverpors of
great provinces and of firong fortrefls
bave oppofed their king, and taken arma
againft his autharity and-commiffion fince
that time : but yet there is no more re-
femblance between the guthority and pre-
tenfions of thefe governors, or the nature
and occafions of thefe difputes, and the
authority and pretenfions of the vaffals of
the crown in former days, or the nature
and occafions of their difputes with the
prince and with one another, than there
is between the antient and: the prefent
peers of France. In aword, the confti-
tution is. fo altered, that any knowledge
we can acquire about it, in the hiftory
that precedes this period, will ferve to
little purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory
that follows it, and to lefs purpofe ftill in
affifting us to judge of what pafles in the
prefent age. The kings of France fince
that time, more mafters at home, have
been able to exert themfelves moré a-
| broad :
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abroad : and they began to do fo imme-
diately; for CuarLEs the ecighth, fon
and fucceflor of LEwis the eleventh,
formed great defigns of foreign con-
quefts, tho they were difappointed by
his inability, by the levity of the nation,
and by other caufes. LEwis the twelfth
and Francrs the firft, but efpecially
Francis, meddled deep in the affairs of
" Europe : and tho the fuperior genius of -
FerDINAND called the catholic, and the .
ftar of CHARLES the fifth prevailed againft
them, yet the efforts they made fhew fuf~
ficiently how the ftrength and impor-
tance of this mona;chy were increafed in
their time. From whence we may date
likewife the rivalthip of the houfe of
France, for we may reckon that of Valois
and that of Bourbon as one upon this
occafion, and the houfe of Auftria; that
continues at this day, and that has coft
fo much blood and fo much treafure in
the courfe of it. o

1,
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II. In England.

- Tuo the power and influence of the
nobility funk in the great change that
began under HEnRY the feventh in Eng-
land, as they did in that which began
under Lewis the eleventh in France;
yet the new conftitutions that thefe chan-
ges produced were very different. In
France the lords alone loft, the king
alone gained; the clergy held their pof-
feflions and their immunities, and the
people remained in a ftate of mitigated
flavery. But in England the people
- gained as well as the crown, The com-
mons had already a fhare in the legifla-
ture; fo that the power and influence of
the lords being broke by HeNrY the
feventh, and the property of the com-
mons increafing by the fale that his fon
made of church-lands, the power of the -
. latter increafed of courfe by this change
}n a conﬁxtunon, the forms whereof

were
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were favourable to them. The union of

the rofes put an end: ta the civil wars of

York and Lancafter, that had fucceeded
thefe we commonly calt the barons wars ;
and the humor of warring in France,
that had lafted near four hundred years
under the Normans and Plantagenets, for
plunder as well as conqueft, was fpent,
Our temple of Janus was thut by Henry
the feventh, We neither laid wafte our
ewn nor other countries any longer : and
wife laws and a wife governfnent changed
infenfibly the manners, and gave a new
turn to the fpirit, of our people, We
were no longer the free-booters we had
been. Our nation maintained her repu-
tation in arms whenever the public inte-
reft or the public authority required it;
but war ceafed to be, what it had been,
our principal and almoft our fole profef-
fion. ‘The arts of peace prevailed among
us. We became hufbandmen, manufac~
turers, and merchants, and we emulated

I neigh-
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neighbouring nations in literature. It is
from this time that we ought to ftudy
the hiftory of our country, my lord, with
the utihoft application. We are not much
eéncerned to know with critical accaracy
what Wwere the ancient forms of our
parliaments, concerning which howevér
there §s littte toom for difpute from the
reign of Henry the third at leaft; nor
in thoit the whole fyﬁcm of our civil
tonftitution before Henry the feventh,
and of our ecclefiaftical conflitution be=
f'ore HENRY the élghth But he who
knowledge of them beth, from thefe
Penods down to the prefent time, in afl )
the variety of events by which they have
been affeéted; will be very unfit to judge
or to take care of either. Juft as little
are we concerned to know, in any nice
detail, what the condu@ of our princes,
relatively to their neighbours on the con-
tinent, was before this period, and ata _

time when the partition of power and a
, mul-
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~multitude of other circumftances ren~
dered the whole political fyftem of Eus
-rope fo vaftly different from that which
Jhas exifted fince.. But he who has not
traced this conduét- from the period we
fix, down- to- the prefent age, wants a
~ principal part . of ‘the knowledge that
every Englith minifter of ftate fhould
haye, - Ignorance in the refpe&s here
dpoken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe
we have more and more authcntxc means
of mformatlon concermng thxs, than con-
cernmg any other penod Anecdotes
enow to glut the curiofity of fome per-
fons, and to filence all the captious cavils
of others, will ncver be furnithed by any
poruon of hlﬁory ; nor indeed can they
accordmg to the nature and courfe of
huran affairs: but He who is content
to read and obferve, hke a fenator and a
ftatefman, will find in our own and in
foreign hiftorians as much information as
he wants, concerning the affairs of our

- ifland, hcr fortune at home and her con-
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dut abroad, from the fifteenth century:
to the cighteenth. I refer to foreign.
hiftorians, ‘as well as to our own, for.
this feries of our.own hiftory ; not only
becaufe -it is reafonable to fee in what,
manner the hiftorians of other countries
have related the tranfactions wherein we
have been concerned, and what judg-
ment they have made of our condu&
domeftic and foreign, but for another
reafon likewife. Our nation has fur-
nithed as ample and as important matter,
good and bad, for hiftory, as any nation
under the fun: and yet we muft yield
the palm in writing hiftory moft certainly
to:the Italians and to the French, and I
fear_even to.the Gcrmans The only
two pieces qf hlﬁory we. havc, in any re-
{pe@ to be -compared with the antient,
.are, the reign of HENRY the feventh by
my lord Bacon, and the hiftory of our
civil wars in the laft century by your no-
-ble anceftor my lord chancellor CLAREN-
poN. ‘But we have no general hiftory

0



to be compdred with Yome of othiér cotin=
tries : neither hivd we, which ¥ lament
much inore; patticular hiftoties;" ekcepé
the two I'have ménhonéd, for writers
of memorials, ‘nor oollc&oré of monu-
ments and anccdbtes, to vie in number
or ih merit with thofe ¢hat forcxgl fias
tmnsbanboa.& fromCOMMist, vIcs
ciakoin, By Btu.mr, PAor.o,BavxLA,
Tuvanvus, and a- multitude of ‘othets;
down through the whole period that I
propofe to your lordthip: Bit altho this
Be trte to our {hiame; yet it is trife likes
wife that we want ho neceffary means
of information. They li¢ ‘opeh to our
ndaftry and 6ut difcerninent: Foreign
Wiiters ate fof thie moft patt fearce worth
reading when they fpeak of ‘ur domeftie
#ffairs 3 not are our Englith Writers for
Yhie inoft part oF greater value when they
Tpeak of foreign affairs. ¥ this mutual
defec the writers of other countries are,
1 think, more excufable dmn ours: for
thc nature of oir governnent, the poli-
tical
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tical- principles in which we are bred,
our diftin& intereflts as iflanders, and the
complicated various interefts and humors
of our parties, all thefe are {o peculiar to
ourfelves, and fo different from the no-
tions, manners, and habits of other na-
tions, that it i not wonderful they fhould
be puzzled or thould fall into error, when
.they undertake to give relations of events
that refult from all thefe, or to pafs any
judgment upon them. But as thefe hi-
ftorians are mutually defective, fo they
mutually fupply each others defets. We
muft compare them therefore, make ufe
of our difcernment, and draw- 6ur con-
clufions from, both. If we proceed in
this ‘marmeér; we have an ample fund of
hiftory in our power, from. whence to
colle@ fufficient authentic information :
and we muft proceed in this manaer;
even with our own hiftorians of differens
religions, fes, -and parties, or run the
rifque of being mifled by domettic igno-
rance and prejudice in this cafe, as well
‘Vor. L QU ' as
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as by foreign ignorance and prejudice in
the other.

IIL. In Spain and the Empire.

Spa1n figured little in Europe till the
latter part of the fifteenth.century; till -
Caftile and. Arragon were united by the
marriage of FERDINAND and IsABELLA ;
‘till the total expulfion of the Moors, and
till the difcovery of the Weft-Indies. Af-
~ ter this, not only Spain took a new form,
and grew into immenfe power; but, the
heir of FERDINAND and IsABELLA, be-
ing heir likewife of the houfes of Bur-
gundy and Auftria, fuch an extent of
dominion accrued to him by all thefe
fucceflions, and fuch an addition of rank
and authority by his ele®ion to the em-
pire, as no prince had been mafter of in
Europe from the days of CHARLEs the
- great. It is proper to obferve here how
the policy of the Germans altered in the
choice of an emperor ; becaufe the effects
of
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of this alteration have been great. When
Roporrrus of Hapfburg was chofe in
the year one thoufand two hundred and
feventy, or about that time, the poverty
and the low eftate of this prince, who had
been marfhal of the court to a king of
Bohemia, was an inducement to ele&
him. The diforderly and lawlefs ftate -
of the Empire made the princes of it in
thofe days unwilling to have 2 more pow-
erful head.. But a contrary maxim took
place at this aera: CuArLEs the fifth
and Francrs the firlt, the two moft
powerful princes of Europe, were the
fole candidates ; for the eleCtor of Saxony,
who is faid to have declined, was rather
" unable to ftand in competition with them:
and CHARLEs was chofen by the unani~
mous fuffrages of the electoral college,
if 1 miftake not. Another CHARLEs,
CuARrLEs the fourth, who was made em-
peror illegally enough on the depofition
of Lews1s of Bavaria, and about one hun-
dred and fifty years before, feems to me

Qs .. to
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to have contributed doubly to eftabliffs
this maxim; by the wife conftitutions
that he procured to pafs, that united the
empire in a more orderly form and bet-
ter {yftem of government; and by alie«
nating the imperial revenues-to fuch a
degree, that they were no longer fuffi-
cient to fapport an emperor who had not
great revenues of his own. The fame
maxim and other circumftances have con«
curred to keep the empire in this family
ever fince, as it had been often before ;
and this family having large dominions
in the empire and larger pretenfions as
well" as dominions out of it, the other
ftates of Europe, France, Spain and Eng-
land particularly, have been more con-
¢erned fincs this period in the affairs
of Germany than they were before it :
and by confequence the hiftory of Ger«
many, from the beginning of the fixteenth
eentury, is of importance, and-a neceffary
part of that knowledge which your Iord-

ﬂnp defires to acquire,
T HE
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- T#e Dutch commonwealth was not
formed till near a century later. But as
foon as it was formed, nay even whilft it
was forming, thefe provinces that were
loft to obfervation, among the many that
compofed the dominions of Burgundy
~and Auftria, became fo confiderable 2
part of the political fyftem of Europe,
that 'their hiftory muft be ftudied by
every man who would inform himfelf
of this fyftem.

Soo after this ftate had taken being,
others of a more ancient original began
to mingle in thofe difputes and wars,
thofe councils, negociations and treaties,
that are to be the principal obje&s of
your lordthip’s application in the ftudy
of hiftory. That of the northern crowns
deferves your attention little, before the
laft century. Till the eleGtion of Fre-
pERrIc the firft to the crown of Den-
mark, and till that wonderful revolution

Q3 which
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which the firft GusTavus brought about .
in Sweden, it is nothing more than a
confufed- rhapfody of events, in which
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe
neither had any concern, nor took any
part. From the time I have mentioned,
the northern crowns have turned their
counfels and their arms often fouthwards,
and Sweden particularly with prodigious
offedt , . .

To what purpofe fheuld I trouble your
lordfhip with the mention of hiftories of
other nations? They are either fuch as
have no relation to the knowledge you
would ‘acquire, like that of the Poles,
the Mufcovites, or the Tutks; or they
aye fuch as, having an occafional or a fe-
condary relation to it, fall of courfe inte
your fcheme ; like the hiﬁory of Il;aly
for inftance, which is fometimes a part
of that of France, fometimes of that of
Spain, and fometimes of that of Ger-
many. The thread of hiftory, that you

e
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are to keep, is that of the nations who
are and muft always be concerned in the
fame fcenes of a&ion with your own.
Thefe are the principal nations of the
weft. Things that have no immediate
relation to your own country, or to them,
are either too remote, or too minute, to
employ much of your time: and thei
hiftory and your own is, for all your
purpofes, the whole hiftory of Europe.

‘THE two great powers, that of France
and that .of Auftria, being formed, and
a rivalthip eftablithed by confequence be-
tween them; it began to be the intereft
of their neighbours to oppofe the firongeft
and moft enterprizing of the two, and
to be the ally and friend of the weakeft.
From hence arofe the notion of a bal-
lance of power in Europe, on the equal.
poize of which the fafety and tranquil-
lity of all muft depend. To deftroy the
equality of this ballance has been the
gim of cach of thefe rivals in his turn ;_

Q4 and
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and to hinder it from being deftroyed,
by preventing too much power from fall
ing into one {cale, has been the principlq
of all the wife councils of Europe, rela-
tively to France and to the houfe of Au-
ftria, through the whole period that be-
gan at the aera we have fixed, and fub-
fifts at this hour. To make a careful
and juft obfervation, therefore, of the rife
and decline of thefe poweré, in the two
laft centuries and in the prefent, of the
proje&ts which their ambition formed,
of the means they employed ta catry.
thefe projets on with fuccefs, of the
~ means employed by others to defeat them,
of the iflue of all thefe endeavours in -
war and in negociation, and particularly.
to bring your obfervations home to your:
own country and your own ufe ; of the
¢onduc that England held, to her honor.
or difhonor, to her advéntagc or difad~
vantage, in every.one -of the numerous
and important conjuntures that hap-:
P@ngd—qughg to be thc'pi'inoipul fubjedt.
p - i ofl
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of your lordfhip’s attention in -reading
and refleting on this part of modern hi-
ftory.

Now to this purpofe you will find it .
of great ufe, my lord, when you have a
general plan of the hiftory in your mind,
to go over the whole again in another
method, which I propofe to be this.:
Divide the entire period into fuch parti~
cular periods as the general courfe of af-
fairs will mark out to you fufficiently, by
the rife of new conjunctures, of different
fchemes of condu&, and of different thea-
tres of action, Examiné€ this period . of
hiftory as you would examine a tragedy
or a comedy; that is, take firft the idea
, or a general -notion of the whole, and
after that examine every a& and every
fcene apart. Confider them in. them-
felves, and confider them relatively to
one another. Read this hiftory as you
would- that of any ancient period; but
ﬁudy it afterwards, as it ;Would, nat
. be
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be worth your while to ftudy the other ;
nay as you could not have in your power
the means of ftudying the other, if the
ftudy was really worth your while. The
former part of this period abounds in
great hiftorians : and the latter part is fo
modern, that even tradition is authentic
enough to fupply the want of good hif~
tory ; if we are curious to enquire, and
if we hearken to the living with the fame
impartiality and freedom of judgment as
we read the dead : and he that does one
will do the other. The whole period
abounds in memorials, in colleGtions of
public aéts and monuments, of private
letters, and of treaties. All thefe muft
come into your plan of ftudy, my lord :
many not to be red through, but all to
be confulted and gompared. . They muft
not lead you, I think, to your enquiries,
but your enquiries mutft lead you to them,
By joining hiftory and that which we
call the materia hiftorica together in this
manner, and by drawing your informa-
' tion
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vion from both, your lordthip will acquire
not only that knowledge which many
have in fome degree, of the great tranf-
actions that have paffed, and the great
events that have happened in Europe du-
ring this period, and of their immediate
and obvious caufes and confequences ;
but your lordfhip will acquire a much
fuperior knowledge, and fuch a one as
very few men poffefs almoft in any de-
gree, a knowledge of the true political
fyftem of Europe during this time. You
will fee it in it’s primitive principles, in
the conftitutions of governments, the fi-
tuations of countries, their national and
true interefts, the charalters and the re-
. ligion of people, and  other permanent
circumftances. You will trace it through
all its fluGuations, and obferve how the
objects vary feldom, but the means per-
petually, according to the different cha-
- ra&ers of princes and of thofe who go-
vern ; the different abilities of thofe who
ferve; the courfe of accidents, and a

multitude

LRpe— -
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multitude of other irregular and contine
gent c1rcumﬂ:ances :

THE particular periods into which the
whole period thould be divided, in my
opinion, are thefe. 1. From the fifteenth
to the end of the fixteenth century.
2. From thence to the Pyrenean treaty,
3. From thence down to the prefent
time, .

Your lordthip will find this divifion as
apt and as proper, relatively to the parti-
cular hiftories of England, France, Spain,
and Germany, the principal nations con-
cerned, as it is rclatxvely to the general

hiftory of Europe. -

"THE death of queen EL1ZABETH, and
the acceffion of king James the firft,
made 2 vaft alteration in the government
of our nation at home; and in ‘her con-
du& abroad, about the end of the firfk
of thefe periods. The wars that religion
Co ogcafioned,
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occafioned, and ambition fomented, in
France, through the reigns of FraNcis
the fecond, CHARLESs the ninth, HENRY
the third, and a part of HENRY the fourth,
ended : and the furies of the league were
cruthed by this great prince, about the
fame time. Puiiip the fecond of Spain
marks this period likewife by his death,
and by the exhaufted condition in which
he left the monarchy he governed: which
took the lead no longer in difturbing the
peace of mankind; but ated a fecond part
in abetting the bigotry and ambition of
FerpINAND the fecond and the third.
The thirty years war that devafted Ger+
many did not begin till the eighteenth
year of the feventeenth century, but the
feeds of it were fowing fome time before,
and even at the end of the fixteenth,
Frrpinanp the firft and MAXIMILIAN
had thewn much lenity and moderation
in the difputes and troubles that arofe on
account of religion. Under RopoLpHUS

" and MaTTHIAS, as the fucceflion of
o 3 their
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their coufin FERDINAND approached,
the fires that were covered began to
fmoak and to fparkle: and if the war
did not begin with this century, tlie pre~
paration for it, and the expectation of it
did. y :

Tue fecond period énds in one thou-
fand fix hyndred and fixty, the year of
- the reftoration of CHARLEs the fecond
to the ‘throne of England; when our
civil wars and all the diforders which
CroMwELL’s ufurpation had produced
were over: and therefore a remarkable
point of time, with refpect to our couns
try. It is no lefs remarkable with re~
fpe&t to Germany, Spain, and France.

" AstoGermany; the ambitious projects
~of the German branch of Auftria had
been entirely defeated, the peace of the
‘gmpire had been reftored, and almoft 2
new conftitution- formed, or an old one
revived, by the treaties of Weftphalia,
, ' nay
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nay the lmpcnal cagIe was not only fallen,
but her wings were clxpped

As to Spain; the Spanifh branch was
fallen as low twelve years afterwards, that
is in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty. PuiLip the fecond left his
fucceflors a ruined monarchy. He left
them fomething worfe ; he left them his
example and his principles of govern-
ment, founded in ambition, in pride, in
ignorance, in bigotry, and all the pe-.
dantry of ftate, I have red fomewhere
or other, that the war of the Low Coun- .
. tries alone coft him, by his own confef-
fion, five hundred and fixty-four millions,
a prodigious fum in what fpecies foever
he reckoned. PuiLie the third and
PuiLtp the fourth followed his example
and his principles of government, at home
and abroad. At home, there was much
form, but. nd good order, no economy
nor wifdom of policy jin the ftate, The
chureh continued to devour the ftate, and -

that

z
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that monfter the inquifition to difpeople
the country,” even more than perpetual
war, and all the numerous colonies that
Spain had fent to the Weft-Indies: for
_your lordfhip will find that PaiLip the
third drove more than nine hundred thou-
fand Morifcoes out of his dominions by
one edict, w1th fuch circumftances of in<
humamty in' the execution of it, as Spa-
niards alone couid exercife, ‘and that tri-
bunal, who had provoked this anhappy
race_to revolt, could alone approve A-
broad, the conduc of thefe pririces was
~directed by the fame wild {pirit of ambi-
tion : rathin undertakmg tho flow to ex-
ecute, and obftinate in purfuing tho un-
“able to fucceed, théy opened a new fluice
to let-out the little'life and vigour that re-
‘mained in their honarchy. PuiLip the
fecond is faid to have been piqued againft
his uncle FERDINAND, for refufing to
yield the empire to him on the abdica-
tion of CrrarLEs the fifth, Certain it is,

. that as much as he loved to difturb the
‘ peace
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peace of mankind, and to meddle in every
quarrel that had the appearance of fup-
~ porting the Roman, and opprefling every
other church, he meddled little in the
affairs of Germany. But FerpINaND
and MaxiMiLIAN dead, and the off-
fpring of MAXIMILIAN extind, the kings
of Spain efpoufed the interefts of the
other branch of their family, entertained
_ remote views of ambition in favour of
their own branch, even on that fide, and
made all the enterprizes of FERDINAND
of Gratz, both before and after his eleva-
tion to the empire, the common caufe of
the houfe of Auftria. What completed
their ruin was this: they knew not how
to lofe, nor when to yield. They ac- -
knowledged the independenty of the
Dutch commonwealth, and became the
allies of their antient fubjects at the treaty
of Munfter: but they would not forego
their ufurped claim on Portugal, and they
perfifted to carry on fingly the war againft
France. Thus they were reduced to fuch
Vor. L R a
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a lownefs of power as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in any other cafe: and ParrL1p
the fourth was obliged at laft to conclude
a peace, on terms repugnant to his incli-
nation, to that of his people, to the in-
tereft of Spain, and to that of all Europe,
in the Pyrenean treaty.

As to France; this aera of the entire
fall of the Spanith power is likewife that
~ from which we may reckon that France
grew as formidable as we have feen her
to her neighbours in power and preten-
fions. HEeNRrY the fourth meditated great
defigns, and prepared to act a great part
in Europe in the very beginning of this
period, when Ravairrac ftabbed him.
His defigns died with him, and are rathet
. guefled at than known ; for furely thofe
which his hiftorian PererixE and the
compilers of SurLiy’s memorials afcribe
to him, of a <hriftian commonwealth,
divided into fifteen ftates, and of a fenate
to decide all differences, and to maintain

this
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_this new conflitution of Europe, are too
chimerical to have been really his: but
his general defign of abafing the houfe
of Auftria, and eftablithing the fuperior
power in that of Bourbon, was taken up
about twenty years after his death by
RicueLiev, and was purfued by him
and by MazariN with fo much abi-
lity and fuccefs, that it was effected en-
tirely by the treaties of Weﬁphaha and
by the Pyrenean treaty; that is, at the
end of the fecond of thofe periods I have
- prefumed to propofe to your lordfhip.

- WHEN the third, in which we now
are, will end, and what circumftances
will mark the end of it, I know not:
but this I know, that the great events
and revolutions, which have happened in
the courfe of it, intereft us ftill more
nearly than thofe of the two precedent
periods. I intended to have drawn up
an elenchus or fummary of the three,
~ butl doubted on further reflection, whe-
R 2 : ther
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ther my memory would enable me to do-
it with exa@nefs enough : and I faw that
if I was able to do it, the deduction
would be immeafurably long.  Some-
thing of this kind however it may be
reafonable to attempt, in {peaking of the
laft period : which may hereafter occa-
fion a further trouble to your lordthip.

Bur to give you fome brcathing—timc,
I will poftpone it at prefent, and am in
the mean while, :

My L.O’RD, |

- Your, &c.

LLET-
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LETTER VIL
A jketch of the ftate and hiftory of Eu-

~ rope jfrom the Pyrenean treaty in one

" thoufand fix bundred and fifty-nine, to
the year one tbotg/imd f x bundred and
eighty-eight.

HE firft obfervation I fhall make

on this third period of modern hi-

ftory is, that as the ambition of CHARLES
the fifth, who united the whole -formi-
dable power of Auftria in himfelf, and
she reftlefs temper, the cruelty and bi-
gotry of PuiLIp the fecond, were prin-
cipally objetts ‘of the attention and folici-
tude of the councils of Europe, in the
firft of thefe periods ; and as the ambi-
tion of FERDINAND the fecond, and the
third, who aimed at nothing lefs than
extirpating the proteftant intereft, and
" pnder that pretence fubduing the liber-
ties of Germany, were objecs of the fame
R 3 kind
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kind in the fecond: {o an oppofition te
the growing power of France, or to fpeak
more properly to the exorbitant ambition
of the houfe of Bourbon, has been the
principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period. The
defign of afpiring to univerfal monarchy
was imputed to CHARLEs the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his
ambition and capacity. The fame defign
was imputed to LEwrs the fourteenth,
as foon as he began to feel his own
ftrength, and the weaknefs of his neigh-
bours. Neither of thefe princes was in-
duced, I believe, by the flattery of hig
courtiers, or the apprehenfions of his ad-
verfaries, to entertain fo chimerical a de-
fign as this would have been, even in
that falfe fenfe wherein the word univer-
fal is fo often underftood : and I miftake
very much if cither of them was of a
¢haraéter, or in circumftances, to under-
take it, Both of them had ftrong defires
to raife their families higher, and to ex~
| ‘ tend
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tend their dominions farther ; but neither
of them had that bold and adventurous
ambition which makes a conqueror and
an hero. Thefe apprehenfions however
were given wifely, and taken ufefully.
They cannot be given nor taken too foon
when fuch powers as thefe arife; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are be-
fieged as it were early, by the common
policy and watchfulnefs of their neigh-
bours, each of them may in his turn
of ftrength fally forth, and gain a little
ground ; but none of them will be able
to puth their conquefts far, and much
lefs to confummate the entire proje@s of
their ambition. Befides the occafional
~ oppofition that was given to CHARLES
the fifth by our Hexry the eighth, ac-
cording to the different moods of humor
he was in; by the popes, according te
the feveral turns of their private intereft ;
and by the princes of Germany, accord-
ing to the occafions or pretences that re-
ligion or civil liberty furnifhed ; he had

R 4 from
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from his firft fetting out a rival and an
enemy in Francrs the firft, who did
not maintain his caufe in forma pauperis,
if I may ufe fuch an expreffion: as we
have feen the houfe of Auftria {ue, in out
* days, for dominion at the gate of every
palace in Europe. Francrs the firft was
the principal in his own quarrels, paid
his own armies, fought his own battles ;

and tho his valour alone did not hinder

CuARLE the fifth from fubduing all Euy-
rope, as BAYLE, a better philologer than
politician, fomewhere afferts, but a mul-
titude of other circumftances eafily to be
traced in hiftory; yet he contributed by
his victories, and even by his defeats, to
wafte the {’crcngth and check the courfe
. of that growing power. Lewis the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the
houfe of Auf’cna, nor mdccd any enemy
of this importance to ‘combat, till the
prince of ORANGE became king of Great-
Britain: and he had great advantages in
many other refpc&s, which it is neceflary

-t
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to confider in order to make a true judg-
ment on the affairs of Europe from the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty.
You will difcover the firft of thefe ad-
vantages, and fuch as were productive
of all the reft, in the condu¢t of RicHE-
LIEv and of MAZARIN. RICHELIEU
formed the great defign, and laid the
foundations: MazarIN purfued the de-
fign, and raifed the fuperftructure, IfI
do not deceive myfelf extremely, there
are few paffages in hiftory that deferve
your lordthip’s attention more than the
condué that the firft and greateft of thefe
minifters held, in laying the foundations
I fpeak of.’ You will obferve how he
helped to embroil affairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of ‘Auftria at bay
as it were ; how he entered int6 the quar-

rels of Italy againft Spam, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concern-
ing the fucceffion of Mantua; without
engaging fo deep as to divert him from
another great obje&t of his policy, fubdu-

ing

\
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ing Rochelle and difarming the Hugue-
nots. You will obferve how he turned
himfelf, after this was done, to ftop the
progrefs of FERDINAND in Germany.
Whilft Spain fomented difcontents at the
court and diforders in the kingdom of
France, by all poffible means, even by
taking engagements with the duke of
Rohan, and for fupporting the prote-
flants; RicHELIEU abetted the fame in-
tereft in Germany againft FERDINAND ; -
and in the Low Countries againft Spain.
The emperor was become almoft the
mafter in Germany. CuRisTIAN the
fourth, king of Denmark, had been at
the head of a league, wherein the United
Previnces, Sweden, and lower Saxony en-
tered to oppofe his progrefs : but Curi-
sTIAN had been defeated by T1LLy and
VarsTEIN, and obliged to conclude a
treaty at Lubec, where FERDINAND gave
him the law. It was then that GusTa-
vus Aporpuus, with whom RichEeLIEU
ma,de an alliance, entered into this war

and
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and foon turned the fortune of it. The
French minifter had not yet engaged his
. mafter openly in the war; but when the |
Dutch grew impatient and threatned to
renew their truce with Spain, unlefs
France deolared ; when the king of Swe~
den was killed and the battle of Nord«
lingen loft; when Saxony had turned
again to the fide of the emperor, and
Brandenburg and fo many others had
followed this example, that Hefle almoft
alone perfifted in the Swedith alliance:
then RICHELIEU engaged his mafter, and
profited of every circumftance which the
conjuncture afforded, to engage him with
advantage. For firft he had a double
advantage by engaging fo late: that of
coming frefh into the quarrel againft a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy;
and that of yielding to the impatience of
his friends, who prefled by their necefli-
ties and by the want they had of France,
gave this minifter an opportunity of lay-
ing thofe claims and eﬁabhihmg thofe
; preten-



252 A Sketch of the HisTory

pretenfions, in all his treaties with Hol~
land, Sweden, and the prmces and ftates
of the empire, an which he had projected
the future aggrandifement of France. The
manner in which he engaged, and theair
that he gave to his engagement, were ad--
vantages of the focond fort, advantages of
reputation and credit; yet were thefe of
no {mall moment in the courfe of the
war, and operated ftrongly in fgvour of
France as he defigned they fhould, even
after his death, and at and after the trea-
ties of Weftphalia. He varnifhed ambi-
‘tion with the moft plaufible and popular
pretences. The elector of Treves had put
himfelf under the protection of France :
and, if I remember right, he made this
ftep- when the emperor could not protect
him againft the Swedes, whom he had
reafon to apprchend. No matter, the
governor of Luxemburg was ordered to
furprize Treves and to feize the eleGor:
He executed his orders with fuccefs, and
carried thxs prince prifoner into Brabant.
~ RICHELIEY
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Ricurerieu feized the lucky circum-
ftance ; "he reclaimed the eletor : and,
on the refufal of the cardinal Infant, the
war was declared.  France, you fee, ap-
peared the common friend of liberty,
the defender of it in the Low Countries
againft the king of Spain, and in Ger-
many againft the emperor, as well as the
prote&or of the princes of the empire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegally
invaded, and- whofe - perfons were no
longer fafe from violence even in their
own palaces. All thefe appearances were
kept up-in the negotiations at Munfter,
where MAZARIN reaped what-Ricue-
L1Eu had fowed. The demands that
France made for herfelf were very great ;
but the conjun&ure was -favourable, and
the improved it to the utmoft. No figure
‘could be more flattering than her’s, at
the head of thefe negotiations ; nor more
mortifying than the emperor’s through
the whole ‘courfe of the treaty. The
princes and ftates of the empire had been
treated
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treated as vaffals by the emperor : France
determined them to treat with him on
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported
them ix this determination. Whilft Swe-
den feemed concerned for the proteftant
intereft alone, and thewed no other re-
~ gard as fhe had no other alfiance ; France
affeted to be impartial alike to the pro-
teftant and to the papift, and to have no
intereft at heart but the common intereft
of the Germanic bedy. " Her demands
were exceflive, but they were to be fa-
fisfied principally out of the ‘emperor’s
patrimonial dominions. It had been the
art of her minifters to eftablith this ge-'
neral maxim on many particular experi-
ences, that the grandeur of France was
a real, and would be a conflant fecunty
to the rights and liberties of the empire
againft the emperor : and it is no wonder
therefore, this maxim prevailing, inju-
ries, refentments and jealoufies being freth
on one fide, and fervices, obligations and
confidence on the other, that thg Ger<
| mans
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‘mans were not unwilling France thould
extend her empire on this fide of the
Rhine, whilft Sweden did the fame on
this fide of the Baltic. Thefe treaties,
and the immenfe credit and influénce that
France had acquired by them in the em-~
pire, put it out of the power of one
branch of the houfe of Auftria to return
the obligations of afliftance to the other,
in the war that continued between Franee
and Spain, till the Pyrenean treaty. By
this treaty the fuperiority of the houfe of
Bourbon ever the houfe of Auftria was
not only completed and confirmed, but
the great defign of uniting the Spanith
and the French meonarchies undct the
former was laid, :

Tue third period therefore begins by

a great change of the balance of powe;
in Europe, and by the profpe&t of one -
much greater and more fatal. Before I
defcend into the particulars I intend to
sention,of the courfe of affairs, and of
2 - the
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the political conduét of the great powets
of Europe in thi¢ third period; give me
1eave to caft my eyes ohce mioré back on
the fecond. The refletion I am going
‘to make feems to me important, and
‘leads to all that is to follow.

Tite Dutch made their peace feparates
Iy at Munfter with Spain, whe acknow-
ledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency of their commonwealth. The
"French, who had been, aftér our EL1-
ZABETH, their principal fupport, re-
proached them feverely for this breach
- of faith, They excufed thenifelves in
the beft manner, and by the beft reafons,
they could. All this your lordfhip- will
find in the monuments of that time,
But I think it not improbable that. they
had a motive you will not find there,
and which it was not propet to give as a
reafon or excufe to the French. = Might
not the wife'men amongft them confider
even then, befides the immediate advan-
- : - tages
1
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tages that accrued by this treaty to their -
commonwealth, that the imperial power
was fallen ; that the power of Spain was
vaftly rediced ; that the houfe of Auftria
was nothing more than the thadow of 2 -
great name, and that the houfe of Bours
bon was advancing; by large ftrides, to a
degree of power as exorbitant, and as for«
midable as that of the other family had
been in the hands of CHARLES the fifth,
of Puirip the fecond, and lately of the
two FERDINANDs ! Might they not forea
fee even then what happened. in the
courfe of very few years; when they
~were obliged for their own fecurity to
affift their old enemies the Spaniards
* againft their old friends the French? I
think they might. Our CuarLrEs the
firft was no great politician, and yet he
feemed to difcern that the balance of
- power was turning in favour of France,
fome years before the treaties of Weft-
phalia. He refufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with Spain, if the
- Vor. L S French
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French purfued the defign of befieging
Dunkirk ‘and Graveline, according to a

concert taken between them and the

Dutch, and in purfuance of a treaty
for dividing the Spanith Low Coun-
tries, which RicuHeL1EY had negotiated.
CroMweELL either did not difcern this
turn of the balance of power, long after-
wards when it was much more vifible;
or, difcerning it, he was induced by rea-
. fons of private intereft to a& againft the
treneral intereft of Europe. CROMWELL
Jomed with France againft Spain, and
tho he got Jamaica and Dunkirk, he
drove the Spaniards into a neceffity of
making a peace with France, that has
difturbed the peace of the world almoft
fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well-nigh beggared in our
times the nation he enflaved in his. There
is a tradition, I have heard it from per-
fons who lived in thofe days, and I believe
it came from Tuurro, that CRoMwELL
was in treaty with Spam, and ready to

turn
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turn his arms againft France when he
died. If this fa& was certain, as little
as I honor his memory, I fhould have
fome regret that he died fo foon. But
‘whatever his intentions were, we muft
charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
conlequences of it, in great meafure to
his account. The Spaniards abhorred
the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis the fourteenth. It was on this
point - that they broke the negotiation
L1oNNE had begun: and your lordfhip
will perceive, that if they refumed it af-
terwards, and offered the marriage they
had before reje@ed, CRoMwELL’s league
with France was a principal inducement
to this alteration of their refolutions.

' THE precife point at which the fcales
of power turn, like that of the folftice
in either tropic, is imperceptible to com-
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in
the other, fome progrefs muft be made
in the new direction, before the change

S 2 i
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is perceived. They who are in the fink-
ing fcale, for in the political balance of ,
pewer, unlike to all others, the fcale that
is empty finks, and that which is full
rifes ; they who are in the finking fcale
do not eafily come off from the habitual
" prejudices of fuperior wealth or power,
or {kill or courage, nor from the con-
fidence that thefe prejudices infpire.
They who are in the rifing fcale do not
immediately feel their firength, nor af-
fume that confidence in it which fuccefs-
ful experience gives them afterwards.
‘They who are the moft concerned to
watch the variations of this balance, mif-
judge often in the fame manner, and
from the fame prejudices. They conti-
nue to dread a power no longer able to
hurt them, or they continue to have no
apprehenfions of a power that grows daily
more formidable. Spain verified the firft
obfervation at the end of the fecond pe-
riod, when proud and poor, and enter-
prifing and feeble, fhe ftill thought her-
\ - felf
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felf a match for France. France verified
the fecond obfervation at the beginning
of the third period, witen the triple alli-
ance ftopped the progrefs of her arms,
which alliances much more confiderable
were not able to effe@ afterwards. The
other principal powers of Europe, in their
turns, have verified the third obferva-
tion in both its parts, through the whole
courfe of this period.

- WHEN LEwTs the fourteenth took the
adminiftration of affairs into his own
hands, about the year one thoufand fix
hundred and fixty, he was in the prime
of his age, and had what princes feldom .
‘have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together. Their educa-
tion is generally bad ; for which reafon
royal birth, that gives a right to the
throne among other people, gave an ab- -
folute exclufion from it among the Ma-.
malukes. His was in all refpets, except
one, as bad as that of other princes. He

S 3 | jefted
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jefted fometimes on his own ignerance,
and there.were other defé@s in his cha-
raCter owing to his educationi, which he

did not fee. But MazariN had initia-

ted him betimes in the myfteries of his
policy. -He had feen a great part of thofe
foundations laid, on which he was to
raife the fabric of his future grandeur:
and as MazariN finithed the work that
RicHELIEU began, he had the leffons of:
one, and the examples of both, to in-
ftru him. He had acquired habits of
fecrecy and method, in bufinefs; of re-’
ferve, difcretion, decency and dignity, in
behaviour. If he was not the greateft

king,” he was the beft actor of majefty at

leaft that ever filled a throne. He by no
means wanted that courage which is
commonly called bravery, tho the want

of it was imputed to him in the midft of -

his greateft triumphs: nor that other
courage, lefs oftentatious and more rarely
found, calm, fteady, perfevering refolu-

" tion ; whn;h feems ta arife lefs from the:

temper
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temper of the body, and is therefore called
courage of the mind. He had them both
moft certainly, and I could produce un-
queftionable anecdotes in proof. He was
in one word much fuperior to any prince
with whom he had to do, when he be-
gan to govern, He was furrounded with
great captains bred in former wars, and
with great minifters bred in the fame

fchool as himfelf. They who had worked

under MazariN, worked on the fame
plan under him; and as they had the
advantages of genius and experience over
moft of the minifters of other countries,
fo they had another advantage over thofe
who were equal or fuperior to them : the
advantage of ferving a mafter whofe ab-
folute power was eftablithed; and the =
advantage of a fituation wherein they
might exert their whole capacity without
contradiion ; over that, for inftance,
wherein your lordfhip’s great grand-fa-
ther was placed, at the fame time in
England, and Jou~ DE WiT in Holland..

S4 Among
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Among thefe minifters, CoLBBRT muift
be mentioned particularly upon this oc- ‘
cafion; becaufe it was he who improved
. the wealth; and confequently the power
of France extremely, by the order he
put into the finances, and by the encou-
ragement he gave to trade and manufac-
tures. The foil, the climate, the fitua-
tion of France, the ingenuity, the indu-
firy, the vivacity of her inhabitants are
fuch; fhe has fo little want of the pro-
duét of other countries, and other coun-
tries have fo many real or imaginary
wants to be fupplied by her; that when
fhe is not at war with all her neighbours,
when her domeftic quiet is preferved
and any tolerable adminiftration of go-
vernment prevails, the muft grow rich
at the expence of thofe who trade, and
even of thofe who do not open a trade,
with her. Her bawbles, her modes, the
follies and extravagancies of her luxury,
coft England, about the time we are
chakmg of, httle lefs than eight hundred
' thoufand
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thoufand pounds fterling a' year, and
other nations in their proportions. CoLr-
BERT made the moft of all thefe advan-
tageous circumftances, and whilft he filled
the national fpunge, he taught his fuc-
ceflors how to fqueeze it; a fecret that
“he repented having difcovered, they fay,
when he faw the immenfe fums that
were neceffary to fupply the grow;ng
magnificence of his mafter,

Twuis was the chara&er of Lewis the
fourteenth, and this was the ftate of his
kingdom at the beginning of the prefent .
period. If his power was great, his pre-
tenfions were ftill greater. He had re-
nounced, and the infanta with his con~-
fent had renounced, all right to the fuc-
ceffion of Spain, in the ftrongeft terms
that the precaution of the councils. of
Madrid could contrive. No matter ; he
confented to thefe renunciations, but your
Jordfhip will find by the letters of Ma-
ZARIN and by other memorials, that he,

3 afted
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@&ted on the contrary principle, from the
firft, which he avowed foon afterwards.
Such a power, and fuch pretenfions,
fhould have given, one would think, an
immediate alarm to the reft of Europe.
Puarrip the fourth was broken and de-
cayed, like the monarchy he governed.
One of his fons died, as I remember, du-
ting the negotiations that preceded the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty =
and the furvivor, who was CHARLES the
fecond, rather languifhed than lived from
the cradle to the grave. So dangerous
4 contingency, therefore, as the union.
of the two monarchies of France and
Spain being in view forty years together ;
onc would imagine, that the principal

powers of Europe had the meansof pre--
venting it conftantly in view during the’

fame time. But it was otherwife. France
aGed very fyftematically from the year
- one thoufand fix hundred and fixty, to
the death of king CrarLEs the fecond

of Spam She never loft fight of her

great
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great objec, the fucceffion to the whole:
Spanith monarchy ; and fthe accepted thé:
wil of the king of Spain in favour of the
duke of Anjou. As fhe never loft fighe .
of her great object during this time, fo
the loft no opportanity of increafing her
power, while the waited for that of fuc~ '
ceeding in her pretenfions. The two
branches of Auftria were in no condition:
of -making a confiderable oppofition to-
her defigns and attempts. Holland, whe
of all other powers was the moft conw
cerned to oppofe them, was at that time
under two influences that hindered her
from purfuing her true intereft. Her
true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft.
endeavours to unite clofely and intirhately
with England on the reftoration of king

Crarres. She did the very contrary, -
Jorn pE WiT, at the head of the Louve-

ftein faction, governed. The intereft of

his party was to keep the houfe of Omange

down: he courted therefore the friend-

ﬂup of Frapce, and negle@ed that -of
England.
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"England. The alliance between our na-
tion and the Dutch was renewed, I think,
in one thoufand fix hundred and “fixty--
two ; but the latter had made a défenfive

“league with France a little before, on the
fuppofition principally of a war with Eng-
land. The war became inevitable very
foon. ' CrRoMwWELL had chaftifed them
for ‘their ufurpations in trade and the out-
rages and cruelties they had committed,;
but he had not cured them. The fame
fpirit continued in the Dut;h, the fame
refentments in the Englith : and the pique
of merchants became the pique of nations.
France entered into the war on the fide

 of Holland ; but the little affiftance fhe

gave the Dutch thewed plain enough that
ber intention was to make thefe two
powers wafte their ftrength againft one®
another, whilft fhe extended her con-
quefts in the Spanith Low Countries.

Her invafion of thefe provinces obliged
De Wit to change his condu&. Hi-

therte he had been attached to France in

the
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the clofeft manner, had led his republic
to ferve all the purpofes of France, and
had renewed with the marfhal D’EsTra- .
DEs a project of dividing the Spanifth Ne-
therlands between France and .Holland,
that had been taken up formerly, when
RicueLIEU made ufe of it to flatter their
ambition, and to engage them to prolong
the war againft Spain. _A proje& not un-
like to that which was held out to them
by the famous preliminaries, and the ex-
travagant barrier-treaty, in one thoufand

{even hundred and nine ; and which en-
‘gaged them to continue a war on the
principle of ambition, into which they
had entered with more reafonable and
more moderate views.

" As the private interefts of the two De
WiTs hindered that common-wealth
from being on her guard, as earlyds
‘fhe ought to have been againft France;
fo the miftaken policy of the court of
England, and the fhort views, and the

profufe

-
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profufe temper of the prince who go-
yerned, gave great advantages to LEwis
the fourteenth in the purfuit of his de-
figns. He bought Dunkirk: and your
Jordthip knows how great a clamour was .
raifed on that occafion againft your noble
anceftor; as if he alone had been anfwer-
able for the meafure, and his intereft had
been concerned in it. I have heard our
fate friend Mr. GEORGE CLARK quote a

" witnefs, who was quite unexceptionable,

but I cannot recal his name at prefent,
who many years after all thefe tranfac-
tions, and the death of my lord Cra-

RENDON, affirmed, that the earl of Sand-

‘wich had owned to him, that he himfelf.

‘gave his opinion among many others, -
officers, and minifters, for felling. Dun-
kirk. Their reafons could not be good,
T prefume to fay ; but feveral that might
be plaufible at that time are eafily guef-
fed. A Prince like King CrARLES, who

would have made s many bad bargains

2 ¥
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as any young fpendthrift for money, find-
ing himfelf thus bdcked, we may uflure
ourfelves was peremptorily determined to
{ell: and whatever your great grand-fa-,
ther’s opinion was, this I am able to pro-
nounce upon my own experience, that
his treaty for the fale is no proof he was
of opinion to fell. When the refolution
of felling was once taken, to whom could
the fale be made? to the Dutchi? No.
This meafure would have been at leaft as
impolitic, and in that moment perhaps
more odious than the other. To the
Spaniards? They were unable to buy:
and as low as their power was funk, the
principle of oppofing it ftill prevailed. I
have fometimes thought that the Spa-
niards, who were forced to make peace
with Portugal and to renounce all claim
to that crown, four or five years after-
wards, might have been induced to take
this refolution then; if the regaining
Dunkirk without any expence had been
._aconditiOn propofed to them: and “that

' the
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the Portuguefe, who notwithftanding
their alliance with England and the indi-
re fuccours that France afforded them, .
were little able, after the treaty efpeci-
ally, to fupport a war againft Spam,
might have been induced to pay the price
of Dunkirk; for fo great an advantage as
immediate peace with Spain, and the ex- -
tinction of all forclgn pretences on their
crown. But this fpeculation, concern-
ing events fo long ago pafled, is not
much to the purpofe here. I proceed
therefore to obferve that notwithftanding
‘the fale of Dunkirk, and the fecret lean-
ings of our court to that of France, yet
‘England was firft to take the alarm, when
Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spa-
nith Netherlands in one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty feven: and the triple al-
liance was the work of an Englith Mini-
~ fter. It was time to take this alarm ; for
from the moment that the king of France
claimed a right to the county of Burgun-
dy, the dutchy of Brabant, and other

portions
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. portions of the low countries, as devol-
ved an-lis queen by the death of her fa-
ther PuiLIP the fourth, he pulled off the
mafk entirely. . Volumes were writ to ef
tablith, and to refute this fuppofed right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a
~ controverfy that has employed fo many .
pens and fo many fwords; and I believe
‘you will think it was fufficiently bold in
the French, to argue from cuftoms, that
regulated the courfe of private fucceflions
in certain provinces, to a right of fucceed-
~ ing to the fovereignty of thofe provinces :
and to affert the divifibility of the Spanith
monarchy, with the fame breath with
which they afferted the indivifibility of
their own; altho the proofs in one cafe
~were juft as good as the proofs in the
other, and the fundamental law of indi-
vifibility was at leaft as good a law in
Spain, as cither this or the falique law
was in France. But however proper it
might be for the French and Auftrian
pens to enter into long difcuffions, and

Vo I, T to



274 A Sketch of the HisTory

to appeal on this great occafion to the reft
of Europe; the reft of Europe had =
fhort objection to make to the plea of
France, which no fophifms, no quirks of
law could evade. Spain accepted the re-
. punciations as a real fecurity: France
gave them as fuch to Spain, and in effeck
to the reft of Europe: If they had mnot
been thus given and thus taken, the Spa-
niards would not have married their. In«
fanta to the king of France, whatever
diftrefs they might have endured by the
prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
ciations were renunciations of all rights
whatfoever to the whole Spanith monat-
¢hy, and to every part of it. ‘The pro-
vinces claimed by Frarce at this time
were parts of it. To claim them, was
therefore to claim the whole; for if the
" renunciations were' no bar to the rights
~ accruing to MarY THERESA on the death
of her father PuiLie the fourth, neither
could they be any to the rights that would
accrue to her and her children, on the
' 3 death
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death of her brother CHARLEs the fe-
cond: an unhealthful youth, and who
at thjs inftant was in immediate danger
of dying; for to all the complicated dis
ftempers he brought into the world with
him, the fmall-pox was added. Your
lordfhip fees how the fatal contingency
~ of uniting the two monarchies of France
and Spain ftared mankind in the face
and yet nothing that.I can remember was
done to prevent it : not fo much asa gua-
ranty given, or 4 declaration made, to
affert the validity of thefe renunciations,
and for fecuring the effe@ of them.
The triple alliance indeed ftopped  the
progrefs of the French arms, and pro-
duced the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. But
England, Sweden, and Holland, the con-
tracting powers in this alliance, feemed
to look, and probably did look, no farther.
France kept a great and important part
of what the had furprized, or ravithed, °
or purchafed ; for we cannot fay with any
propriety that fhe conquered: and the

T2 Spa-
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Spaniards were obliged to fet all they
faved to the dccount of gain. The Ger=
man branch of Auftria had been reduced
very low in power dnd in credit under
FerDINAND the third, by the treaties
of Weftphalia, as I have faid already.
Lewis the fourteenth maintained, during
many years, the influence thefe treaties .
kad given him among the prinees and’
ftates of the empire. "The famous capi-
tulation made at Frankfort on the elec~
tion of LeororLp, who fucceeded Fer-
DPINAND about the year one thoufand fix
hundred and fifty-feven, was encouraged

- by the intrigues of France: and the

power of France was looked upon as the
tole power that could ratify and fecure
effeCtually the obfervation of the condi-
tions then made; The league of the
Rhine was not renewed 1 believe after
the year one thoufand fix hurdred and
fixty-fix ; but tho, this league was not
renewed, yet fome of thefe prihccs and
ftates continucd in their old engazements

with
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‘with France: whilft others took new
engagements on particular occafions, ac-
cording as private and fometimes very
- paultry interefts, and the emiffaries of .
France in all their little courts, difpofed
“them. In thort the princes of Germany
thewed no alarm at the growing ambi-
tion and power of LEwis the fourteenth,
but contributed to encourage one, and to
confirm the other. In fuch a ftate of
things the German branch was little able
to affift the Spanith branch againft France,

either in the war that ended by the Py- . °

renean treaty, or in that we are {peaking
of here, the fhort war that began in one’
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-feven, and -
‘was ended by the treaty of Aix la Cha-
pelle, in one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-cight,  But it was not this- alone
- 'that difabled the Emperor from ating
with vigour in the caufe of his family
then, nor that has rendered the houfe of -
Auftria a dead weight upon all her allies
~ ever fince. Bigotry, and its infeparable

: T3 . com-



.28 A Sketch of ‘the HisTory

compamon, cruelty, as well as the tyranny
and avarice of the court of Vienna, created
in thofe days, and has maintained in ours,
almoft a perpetual diverfion of the impe-
rial arms from all effeual oppofition to
France. I mean to fpeak of the troubles
in Hungary, Whatever they bécame in
their progrefs, they were caufed origi-
nally by the ufurpations and perfecutions
of the emperor : and when the Hunga-
‘rians were called rebels firft, they wert
called fo for no other reafon than this,
that they would not be flaves. The da-
‘minion of the emperor being lefs fup-
portable than that of the Turks, this un-
‘happy people opened a door to the latter
to infeft the empire, inftead of making
their country what it had been befora,
2 barrier againft the Ottoman power,
France became a fure, tho fecret ally of
the Turks, as well as the Hungarians, -
and ‘has found her account in it, by keepe
ing the ‘emperor- in perpetual dlarms on
ghat fide, while the has 'ravaged the em~

Pll’ (]
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pire and the Low Countries on the other.
Thus we faw, thirty-two years ago, the
arms of France and Bavaria in poffeffion
of Paffau, and the malcontents of Hun-
gary in the fuburbs of Vienna. In 2
word, when Lewis the fourteenth made
the firft effay of his power, by the war
of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-
feven, and founded as it were the coun-
cils of Europe concerning his pretcnﬁo,ns'
on the Spanith fucceffion, he found his
power to be great beyond what his neigh-
bours or even he perhaps theught it:
great by the wealth, and greater by the
united fpirit of his people ; greater fill
by the ill policy, and divided interefts
that governed thofe who had a fuperior
common intereft to oppofe him. He
found that the members of the triple
alliance did pot fee, or feeing did nat
think proper to.own that they faw, the
injuftice, and :the confequence of his
-~ -pretenfians. -They contented themfelves
#o0 give to Spain an a& of guaranty for
c T 4 fccuring
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fecuring the execution of the treaty of -
Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then
how ill the guaranty would be obferved
by two of them at leaft, by England and
by Sweden. The treaty itfelf was no-
thing more than a compolfition between
the bully and the bullied. Tournay, and

"~ Lifle, and Doway, and other places that

I have forgot, were yielded to him : and
he reftored the county of Burgundy, ac-
. cording to the option that Spain made,
againft the intereft and the expectation
too of the Dutch, when an option was
forced upon her. The king of Spain
compounded for his poffeffion : but the
emperor compounded at the fame time
for his fucceffion, by a private eventual
treaty of partition, which the commander
of Gremonville, and the count of Averf=
~ berg figned at Vienna. The fame Leo-
PoLD, who exclaimed fo loudly in one
thoufand fix hundred and ninety eight
" againft any partition of the Spanith mo-
narchy, and refufed to fubmit to that

which
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which England and Hofland had then
made, made one himfelf in one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty eight, with fo lit-
tle regard to thefe two powers, that the
whole ten provinces were. thrown' into
the lot of France. v

THERE i$ no room to wonder if {uch
experience as LEwsis the fourteenth had
‘upon this occafion, and fuch a face of af-
~ fairs in Europe, raifing his hopes, raifed
his ambition : and if, in making Peace at
Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hun-
dred and ‘feventy two ; the preparations
he made for it by negotiations .in all
" parts, by alliances wherever he found in-
greflion, and by the increafe of his for-
ces, were equally proofs of ability, in-
duftry and power. I fhall not defcend
into thefe particulars: your lordfhip will
find them pretty well detailed in the me-
morials of that time. But one of the al-
Jiances he madc I- muft mention, tho I

mention
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mention it with the utmoft regret and
indignation. England was fatally en-
gaged to act a part in this confpiracy a-
gainft the peace and the liberty of Eu-
rope: nay, againft her owa peace and
her own. liberty; for a bubble’s part it
was, equally wicked and impolitic. For-
give the terms I ufe, my lord: none can
be too ftrong. The principles of the
triple alliance, juft and wife, and worthy
of a king of England, were laid afide.
Then, the progrefs of the French arms
was to be checked, the ten provinces

were to be faved, and by faving them
* the barrier of Holland was to be prefer-
ved. Now we joined our councils and
. our arms to thefe of France, in a proje&d
that could not be carried.on at all, as it
was -eafy ito forefee and as the event

- Thewed, unlefs it was. carried .an againft .

Spam, the .emperor, .and moft of the

princes of Germany, aswell asthe:Dutch:

and ‘which .could not tbe carried on fuc-
pcfsfully, without lcavmg ‘the ten pro-
vinges
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winces entirely at the mercy of France,and
giving her pretence and opportunity of
ravaging the empire, and extending her
conquefts on the Rhine. The medal of
VaN BEUNINGHEN, and other pretences
that France took for attacking the ftates
of the low countries, were ridiculous.
"They impofed on no one: and the true
. objeét of LEwis the fourteenth was ma~
nifeft to all. But what could a king of
England mean? CuARLES the fecond had
reafons of refentment againft the Dutch,
and juft ones too no doubt. Among the -
reft, it was not eafy for him to forget the
affront he had fuffered and the lofs he
had fuftained, when, depending on the
‘peace ‘that was ready to be figned, and
that was figned at Breda in July, he ne-
gle@ed to fit out his fleet : and when that
of Holland, commanded by RuvTer,
‘with CorNELIUS DE WiIT on board as
deputy or commiffioner of ‘the ftates,
" burnt his fhips at Chatham in June. The
famous perpetua) edi®, as-it was called

- but
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but did not prove in the event, againft the
ele@tion of a ftate-holder, which- Joun .
De Wit promoted, carried, and obliged’
the prince of Orange to fwear to maintain
a very few days after the conclufion of
the peace at Breda, might be anothet
motive in the breaft of king CHARLES the
fecond : as it was certainly a pretencé' of
revenge on the Dutch, or at leaft on the
De WiTs and the Louveftein faction
that ruled almoft defpotically in that com-
mon-wealth. But it is plain that neither
thefe reafons, nor others of a more antient’
date, determined him to this alliance
with France ; fince he contracted the tri-
ple alliance within four or five  months
-after the two events, I have mentioned,
happgnéd. What then did he mean?
.Did he mean to.acquire one of the feven
provinces, and divide them, as the Dutch
- had twice treated for the divifion of the
ten, with France ? I believe not ; but this
I believe, that “his inclinations were fa-
vourable to the popith intereft in general,

T and



‘ and State of Evrope. - 283
and that he meant to make himfelf more
abfolute at home ; that he thought it ne-
ceflary to this end to humble the Dutch,
to reduce their power, and perhaps to
change the form of their government ; to
deprive his fubjes of the correfpondence
with a neighbouring- proteftant and free
ftate, and of all hope of fuccour and fup:- _
port from thence in their oppofition to
him; in a word to abett the defigns of
France on the continent, that France
might abett his defigns on his own king=-
dom. This I fay I believe, and this I
thould venture to affirm; if I had in my
hands to produce, and was at liberty to
quote, the private relations I have red
formerly, drawn up by thefe who were.
no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to
~ them. But whatever king CuaRLEs the
fecond meant, certain it is, that his con-
duct eftablithed the fuperiority of France
in Europe.

Bur
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BuT this charge however muft not be
confined to him alone. Thofe who were
pearer the danger, thofe who were ex-
pofed to the immediate attacks of France,
and even thofe who were her rivals for
the fame fucceffion, having either affifted
her, or engaged to remain neuters. A
ftrange fatality prevailed, and produced
fuch a conjuncture as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in hiftory. Your lordfhip will
obferve with aftonithment, even in the
beginning of the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy two, all the heigh-
bours of France acting as if they had no-
thing to feaf from her, and fome as if
they had much to hope, by helping her
to opprefs the Dutch and fharing with
her the fpoils of that common-wealth.
Delenda eft Carthago, was the cry in
England, and feemed too 2 maxim on
the continent.

Ix
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~ IN the courfe of the fame year, you
will obferve that all thefe powers took the
alarm, and began to unite in oppofition to
France. Even England thought it time to
interpofe in favour of the Dutch. The
~ confequences of this alarm, of this fud-
den turn in the policy of Europe, and of
that which happened by the maffacre of
the DE WiTs, and the elevation of the
prince of Orange in the government of
the feven provinces, faved thefe provin-
~ ces, and ftopped the rapid progrefs of the
arms of France. LEewis the fourteenth
indeed furprifed the feven provinces in :
this war, as he had furprifed the ten in .
that of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty
feven, and ravaged defencelefs countries
with armies fufficient to conquer them, if
- they had been prepared to refift. In the
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-’
venty two, he had little lefs than one
hundred and fifty thoufand men on foot, .
befides the bodies of Englifh, Swifs, Ita-
lians,
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lians, and Swedes, that amounted to thirs
ty or forty thoufand more. With this

mighty force he took forty places in forty .

days, impofed extravagant conditions of
peace, played the monarch 2 little while
at Utrecht; and as foon as the Dutch re-
covered from their confternation, and, a-
nimated by the example of the prince of
Orange and the hopes of fuccour, refufed
thefe conditions, he went back to Ver-
failles, and left his generals to carry on
his enterprize: which they did with fo
little fuccefs, that Grave and Maeftricht
alone remained to him of all the boafted
conquefts he had made ; and even thefe
he offered two years afterwards to reftore,
if by that conceffion he could have pre-
vailed on the Dutch at that time to make
. peace with him. But they were not yet
difpofed to abandon their allies ; for allies
now they had. = The emperor and the
king of Spain had engaged in the quar-
rel againft France, and many of the
princes of the empire had done the fame.

Not

—— _
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Not all. The Bavarian continued. obfti-
nate.in his neutrality, and, to mention no-
more, the Swedes.made a great diverfion
in favour. of France in the empire ; where
the duke of Hanover: abetted their de--
figns as.much as. he could, for he was a -
zealous partifan of France, tho the other -
princes of his heufe- acted for the com~ -
mon caufe. 'Idefcend into no:more par- -
ticulars. The war that. LEwis the four-
teenth kindled by attacking in fo violent
a manner the Dutch commonwealth, and
by. making fo arbitrary an ufe of his firft
fuccefs, became general; in the Low -
Countries, in Spain, in Sicily, -on the
upper and lower Rhine, in Denmark, -
in Sweden, and in the provinces of Ger-

many belonging to thefe two 'crowns; on -

the Mediterranean, the Ocean, and the :*
Baltic. France fupported this war-with
advantage on every fide : and when your -
lordthip confiders in what manner it was -
carried on againft her, you will not be -
furprifed that the did fo. Spain had fpirit,
Vor. L. U but
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but too little ftrength te maintain her
power in Sicily, where¢ Meffina had re-
volted ; to defend her frontier on ‘that
fide of the Pyrenees, and to refift the
great efforts of the French in the Low
Countries. = The empire was divided ;
and, even among the princes who acted
againft France, there was neither union
in their councils, nor concert in their
projects, nor order in preparations, nor
vigour in execution : and, to fay the truth, -
there was not, in the whole confederacy,
a man whofe abilities could make him a
match for the prince of Condé or the
marfhal of Turenne; nor many who
were in any degree equal to Luxem-
BURG, CREQU1, SCHOMBERG, and other
generals of inferior note, who commanded
the armies of France. The emperor took
this very time to make new invafions on
the liberties of Hungary, and to opprefs
~ his proteftant fubjeéts.. The prince of
Orange alone acted with invincible firm-
nefs, like a patriot, and a hero. Neither

the
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the feducions of France nor thofe of Eng-
land, neither the temptations of ambition
nior thofe of private intereft, could make
him {werve from the true intereft of his -
country, nor from-the common intereft’
of Europe. He had raifed more fieges, -
and loft more battles, it was faid, than
any general of his age had done. Beit
fo. But his defeats were manifeftly due -
i great meafure to circumftances inde-
pendent on him : and that {pirit, which
even thefe defeats could not deprefs, was
all his own. He had difficulties in his
own commonwealth; the governors of the
Spanith Low Countries croffed his mea-
fures fometimes; the German allies dif-
appointed and broke them often: and it
is not improbable that he was frequently
betrayed. He was fo perhaps even by
SovucHEs, the imperial general ; a French-
man according to BAYLE, and a penfioner
of Louvers according to common' report,
and very ftrong appearances. He had’
nof yet credit and authority fufficient to
' U2 make
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make him 2 centre of union to a whole.
confedcracy, the foul thzt animated and,
direCted fo great a body. He came tq be.
fuch afterwards, but at the time fpoken,
of he could not take fo.great a part upon,
lum. No other prince or general Wwas.
equal to it: and the ‘confequences of this
defe appeared 2 almoﬁ in every operatiop.
France was fuyrounded by a multltudc:,
of ‘enemies, all intent to, demolith. her .
power. But, like the builders of Babel,.
they fpokc different languages: and as
thofe could not b\nld theﬁe could not, .
anoi:ﬁét F rance xmproved th.lq adv;m..
 tage by her arms, and ‘more by her, ne-.
gotiations, Nimeghen was, after Cologn, '
thc fcene of thefe. England was thclme- .
dlatmg power, vand I know net. Wbcthcr
our CrARLES the fecond did not ferve her
Lunder‘ the chara&er of ;ncdxatgp, N
he d1d or could have done by, j joining. .
his. Arms to hcr S5, and a&mg as her allye .
The
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The Dutch were induced to fign a treaty
with ‘him, that broke the confederacy,
.and gave great advantage to France: fof
‘the purport of it was to oblige France
and Spain to make peace on 2 plan to be
propofed to them, and no mcntxon was
made in it of the other allies that I remem-
ber. The Dutch were glad to get out
of an expenfive war. France promifed
to reftore Maeftricht to them, and Maef-
tricht was the only place that remained
unrecovered of all they had loft. They
dropped Spain at Nimeghen as they had
dropped France at Munfter; but many
circumftances concurred to give a much
worfe grace to their abandoning of Spam,
than to their abandoning of France. 1
need not {pecify them : this only I would
obférve. When they made a feparate
peace at Muafter, they left an ally who
was in condition to carry on the war a-
lone with advantage, ahd thcy prefumcd
to impofe no terms upon Kim' when'
thcy made a feparate peace at Nime-
U3 gbcn.
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ghen, they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone,
and who was reduced to accept whatever
terms the common . enemy prefcribed.
In their great diftrefs in one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy three, they enga-
ged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spani-
ards as foon as it thould be retaken; it
was not retaken, and they accepted it for
themfelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France. The
Dutch had engaged farther, to make nei-
ther peace nor truce with the king of
France, till that prince confented to re-
flore to Spain all he had conquered fince
the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keep-
ing this promife in any tolerable degree,
Lewis the fourteenth acquired by the
plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen, be- |
fides the county of Burgundy, fo many

other countries and towns on the fide of
the ten Spanifh provinces, that thefe,

added to the places he kept of thofa.
which had been yielded to him by the

‘ ) treaty
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treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of
little confequence he reftored) put into
his hands the principal ftrength of that
barrier, ‘againft which we goaded our-
felves almoft to death in the laft great
war; and made good the faying of  the
marfhal of ScHoMBERG, that to attack
this barrier was to take the beaft by his
horns. I know very well what may be
faid to excufe the Dutch. The emperor
was more intent to tyrannize his fubjects
on one fide than to defend them on the
other. He attempted little againft France,
and the little he did attempt was ill or-
dered, and worfe executed. The affift-"
ance of the princes of Germany was
often uncertain, and always expenfive.
~Spain was already indebted to Holland
for great fums; greater ftill muft be ad-
vanced to her if the war continued : and
experience thewed that France was able,
and would continue, to prevail againft her
prefent enemies. The triple’league had
ftopped her progrefs and obliged her to
Ug abandor
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abandon the county’ of Burguhdy ; but
Sweden was now engaged in- the war on’
the fide of France, as England had been
in the beginning of it : -and'England was
now privately favourable to her interefts,
as.Sweden had been-in the -beginning of
it. - The whole ten provinces would have
been fubdued in‘the courfe -of a few camh= -
paigns more : and it was better for Spain
and .the Dutch- too, ‘that part thould be
faved by accepting-a fort of ‘compofition,
than the whole be rifqued by refufing it.
This might be alledged to excufe the
- condu& of the States General, it impo-
fing hard ‘terms on Spain; in‘ making
none for their other allies, and in figning
alone : by which fteps'they gave France
an opportunity ‘that -the impraved with
great - dexterity of management, the op-
portunity ‘of treating" with' the confedé-
rates one by one, ‘and of beating them
by detail in the cabinét, if I may fo fay,
as fhe had often dorie in thé field. I thall
not ctompare thefe reafons, which were
T O R
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but too well founded in fadt, and muft
appear plauﬁble at leaft, with other con-
ﬁderatxons that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf
to a few obfervations, which every know-
ing and impartial man muft admit. Your
Tordthip will obferve firft that the fatal
principle of compoundmg with LEwrs
the fourteenth, from the time that his
pretenfions, his power, and the ufe he
ma’dé ‘of it, began to threaten Europe,
prcvaxlcd ftill more at Nimeghen than it
had prevailed at Aix : fo that altho he
did’ not obtain to the full all he attempted,
yet the dominions of France were by com-
o’ confcnt, on every treaty, more and
more extcnded “her barners on all fides
were more and more ﬁrengthened thofc
of her ncxghbours were more and more
weakened ; and that power, which was
to ‘affert one day, againft the reft of Eu-
1opé the pretended rights of the houfe of
Botirbon to “the Spanith monarchy, was
more and more eftablifhed, and rendercd

5 EAEL tr aly

r.
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truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft,
during the courfe of the firft eighteen
years of the period. Your* lordfhip will
pleafe to obferve, in the fecond place, that
the extreme weaknefs of one branch of
Auftria, and the miferable condué of .
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes
of the empife, and the difunion, and, to
fpeak plainly, the mercenary policy of all
of them; in fhort, the confined views,
the falfe notions, and, to fpeak as plainly
of my own as of other nations, the ini-
quity of the councils of England, not’
only hindred the growth of this power
from being ftopped in time, but nurfed
it up into ftrength almoft infuperable by
any future confederacy. A third obfer-
vation is this, If the excufes made for
the conduct of the Dutch at Nimeghen
are not fufficient, they too muft come in
for their fhare in this condemnation even
after the death of the DE WiTs; as they
were to be condemned moft Juﬁly, du-
rmg that adminiftration, for abetting and
- favouring
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favouringFrance. If thefe excufes, ground-
ed on their inability to purfue any longer
a war, the principal profit of which was
to accrue to their eenfederates, for that
was the cafe after the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy-three, or one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy-four, and the
_principal burden ef which was thrown
on them by their confederates ; if thefe
are fufficient, they thould not have acted,
for decency’s fake as well as out of good
policy, the part they did act in one thou-
fand feven hundred and eleven and one
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, to-
wards the late queen, who had com-
plaints of the fame kind, in a much higher
degree and with circumftances much:
more aggravating, to make of them, of
the emperor, and of all the princes of
Germany ; and who was far from treat-" -
ing them and their other allies at™ that
time, as they treated Spain and their
other allies in one thoufand fix hundred
and fevcnty-cxght Immedmtely after the
: Dutch



300 A Sketch of the HisTory

Dutch had made their peace, thet of
pmn ‘Was ﬁgned with France. | The em-
- peror’s treaty with this crown and that
of Sweden was concluded in the follow-
ing year: and LEwis the foutteenth be-
ing now at liberty to affaft his ally, whil&
he had tied up the powers with whom
he had treated from affifting theirs, he
foon forced the king of Denmark and
the cleGor of Brandenburg to reftore all
they had taken from the Swedes, and to
conclude the peace of the north: Inall
thefe treaties he gave the law, and he
- was now at the higheft point of his gran--
deur. Hoe continued at this point for fe-
veral years, and in this height of his-
power he prepared thofe alliances againfk
it, under the weight of which he was at
laft well-nigh opprefled ; and might have
been reduced as low as-the general intes"
teft of Europe required,: ift fome of the-
caufes which. worked now hadnot-conti~
. nued. to. work. in- his: favour, -and:if- his-
encmies-had not proved, in-their turn of
fortune,
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fortune, - as -infatiable-as profperity had
rendered him.

ArTER -he had made peace with all’
the. powers with-whom ‘he ‘had" been in
war,. he continued to vex both Spain and
the .empire; and. to ‘extend his conquefts
in. the, Low: Countries, and on the Rhine,
both by the pen and the fword. He'e-
re&ted the chambers of Metz and of - Bri- -
fach, where-his own fubje@s were pro-
feeutors, witneffes; and judges all at once,
Upon the decifions of thefe tribunals, he
feized into hi¢ own hands, under the no-
tion of. dependencies and the pretence of -
reunions,- whatever towns or diftricts of
~ countyy - tempted: his -ambition, or fuit-
ed-his, conveniency::-and added' by thefe
and by -other-means; in the midft 'of
peacey more territories to " thofe the late -
treaties had yielded to him, than he could*
have got by continuing the War. He -
alted-afterwards in the fupport of all *
this; without any bounds or limits. His -

v glory



302 A Sketch of the HisTory

glory was a reafon for attacking Holland
in one thoufand fix hundred and feventy«
two,and his conveniencya reafon for many
of the-attacks he made on others after-
wards.. He took Luxemburg by force, .
he flole Strafburg, he bought Cafal, and
whilft he waited the opportunity of ae-
quiring to his family the crown of Spain,
he was not without thoughts nor hopes
pqrhaps of bringing into it the imperial
crown likewife. Some of the cruelties
he exercifed in the empire may be afcriba -
ed to his difappointment in this view ; I
fay fome of them,; becaufe in the war
that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen,
he had already exercifed many. Tho the
French writers endeavour to flide over
them, to palliate them, and to 1mputc
them particularly to the Englith that
were in their fervice; for even this one of
their writers has the front to advance : .
yet thefe cruelties, unheard of among ci-.
vilized. nations, muft be granted to have
- been ordered by the councils; and -exe-
T . cuted
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cuted by the arms of France, in the Pa-
latmatc, and in other pa.rts

Ir Lewis the fourteenth could have
contented himfelf with the acquxﬁnons
that were confirmed to him by the treaties
of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-'
eight, and one thoufand fix hundred and -
feventy-nine, and with the authority and
reputation which he then gained; it is’
plain that he would have prevented the
alliances that were afterwards formed a-
gainft him ; and that he might have re-
gained his credit amongft the princes of |
the empire, where he had one family-al-
liance by the marriage of his brother
to the daughter of the elector Palatine, -
* and another by that of his fon to the
fifter of the cle@or of Bavaria, where
Sweden was clofely attached to him, and
. where the fame principles of private inte-
reft would have foon attached others .as
clofely. He might have remained not
only the principal, but the dire&ing pow-

o
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er of Europe, and have held!thxs ranl;.
with all the glory ‘imaginable, till the
death of the king of Spain, orfome other
object of great ambition, had determi-
ned him_ to 4&.another part. But in-
ftead of this, he cortinued to: vex and
‘provoke all thofe-wha were, unhappily
for them, his. neighbours;, and: that in:.
many, mi’canqes for trifles. An e.xamp}le
of the que of Dcux .Ponts, be fqud
that httle moonﬁdcrable - dutchy, , without
anx regard tg' the mdxfputgble Jight pf
the kmgs of, Sweden, ta the fervices, that, |
crown had rcndered huq, or to the want .
he xmght have of tha} alha,nce hereafter. ,
The cgnfeqpence was, that Sweden en-_,
tered with the emperor, the king -of; ,
Spam ~the ele&or of Bavana, apd.the
States General into thc alhance of  gua~ ,
ranty, ‘as it was called, about the year -
on¢’ thoufand " fix hundred ‘and elghty
three, and “into the famous league of
' Aufburg,
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Autburg, in one thoufand fix hundred
and eighty-fix,

-Since I have mentioned this league,
and fince we may date from it a more
general, and more concerted oppofition
to France than there had been before ;
give me leave to recal fome of the re<
fletions that have prefented themfelves
" to my mind, in confidering what I have
red, and what I have heard related, con=
cerning the pafages of that time. They
will be of ufe to form our judgment
concerning later paffages. If the king
of France became an obje& of averfion
on account of any invafions he made, any
deviations from public faith, any barba-
rities exercifed where his arms prevailed,
or the perfecution of his proteftant fub-
je@s; the emperor deferved to be fuch
an obje&, at leaft as much as he, on the
fame accounts. The emperor was fo
too, but with this difference relatively
‘%o the political fyftem of the weft. The
. Ver L X Aus



306 A Sketch of the HisTory

Auftrian ambition and -bigotry exerted
themfelves in diftant countries, whofe
interefts were not confidered as a-part of
this fyftem; for otherwife there would
have been as much reafon for affifting
the people of Hungary and of Tranfylva-
nia againft the emperor, as there had
been formerly for affifting the people of
the feven united provinces againft Spain,
or as there had been lately for affifting

.them againft France: but the ambition
and bigotry of LeEwrs the fourteenth
were exerted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine, in Ttaly, and in Spain, in the
very midft of this {yftem, if I may fay fo,
and with fuccefs that could not fail to
fubvert it in time. The power of the
houfe of Auftria, that had been feared
too long, was feared no longer : and that
of the houfe of Bourbon, by having been
feared too late, was now grown terrible.
"The emperor was fo intent on the ‘efta-
blithment of his abfolute power in ‘Hun-

gary, that he expofed the empire doubly
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to defolation and ruin for the fake of it.
He left the frontier almoftquite defence-
lefs on the fide of the Rhine, againft the
_inroads and ravages of France, and by
fhewing no mercy to the Hungarians nor
keeping any faith with them, he forced
that miferable people into alliances with
the Turk, who invaded the empire and
befieged Vienna. Even this event had
no effe& upon him. Your lordthip will
find, that Soe1esk1 king of Poland, who
had forced the Turks to raife the fiege,
and had fixed the imperial crown that
tottered on his head, could not prevail
on him to take thofe meafures by which
alone it was poflible to cover the empire,
to fecure the king of Spain, and to re-
duce that power who was probably one
day to difpute with him, this prince’s
fucceflion. Tekeli and the malcontents
made fuch demands as none buta ty-
rant could refufe, the prefervation of
their antient privileges, liberty of confci-
ence, the convocation of a free diet or

X 2 parliament,
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parliament, and others of lefs impor=
tance. All was in vain. The war con-
‘tinued with them, and with the Turks,
and France was left at liberty to puth
her enterprizes almoft without oppofi-
tion, againft Germany and the Low
- Countries. The diftrefs in both was fo.
great, that the ftates general faw no
other expedient for ftopping the pro-
- grefs of the French arms, than a ceffa-
tion of hoftilities; or a truce of twenty
years ; which they negotiated, and which
was accepted by the emperor and the
king of Spain, on the terms that Lew1s.
the fourteenth thought fit to offer. By
thefe terms he was to remain in full and
quiet pofleflion of all he had acquired
fince the years one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy-eight, and one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy-nine ; amortg which,
acquifitions that of Luxemburg and that
of Strafburg were comprehended. The
conditions of this truce were fo advanta-
geous to France, that all her intrigues

werg,
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were employed to obtain a definitive
treaty of peace upon the fame conditions.
But this was neither the intereft nor the
intention of the other contra&ting pow-
ers. The imperial arms had been very
fuccefsful againft the Turks.” This fuc-
cefs, as well as the troubles that followed
upon it in the Ottoman armies, and at

the Porte, gave reafonable expetation
of concluding a peace on that fide : and,
this peace concluded, the emperor and
the empire and the king of Spain would
* have been in a much better pofture to
treat with France. With thefe views
that were wife and juft, the league of
Aufburg was made between the empe-
ror, the kings of Spain and Sweden as
princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. This league was
purely defenfive. An exprefs article de-
clared it to be fo: and as it had no other
regard, it was not only conformable to
the laws and contftitutions of the em-
pire, and to the practice of all nations,
X3 but
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but even to the terms of the a&t of truce

fo lately concluded. This pretence there-

fore for breaking the truce, feizing the

eletorate of Cologne, invading the Pala-

tinate, befieging Philipfburg, and carry-
ing unexpected and undeclared war into

the empire, could not be fupported: nor

is it poffible to read the reafons publifhed

by France at this time, and drawn from

her fears of the imperial power, with-

“out laughter. As little pretence was
there to complain, that the emperor re-

fufed to convert at once the truce into

a definitive treaty ; fince if he had done

. o, he would have confirmed in a lump,
and without any difcuffion, all the arbis
trary decrees of thofe chambers, or courts,
that France had ereted to cover her
ufurpations; and would have given up al-
moft a fixth part of the provinces of the
empire, that France one way or other
had pofiefled herfelf of. The pretenfions
of the dutchefs of Orleans on the fuccef-
fion of her father, and her brother, which
' ’ - were
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were difputed by the then eleor Pala-
tine'and were to be determined by the
laws and cuftoms of the empire, af-
forded as little pretence for beginning this
war, as any of the former allegations.
The exclufion of the cardinal of Furften-
berg, who had been elected to the arch-
bithopric of Cologne, was capable of be-

- ing aggravated : but even in this cafe his

moft chriftian majefty oppofed his judg-
ment and his authority againft the judg-
ment and authority of that holy father,

" whofe eldeft fon he was proud to be

called. In fhort, the true reafon why
Lewrs the fourteenth began that cruel
war with the empire, two years after he
had concluded a ceffation of hoftilities for
twenty, was this: he refolved to keep
what he had got ; and therefore he re-
folved to encourage the Turks to conti-
nue the war. He did this effetually, by
invading Germany at the very inftant

‘when the Sultan was fuing for peace.

Noththﬁandmg this, the Turks were in
X 4 treaty
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treaty again the following year : and good
policy thould have obliged the emperor,
fince he could not hope to carry on'this
war and that againft France at the fame
time, with vigour and effe&, to conclude
* a peace with the leaft dangerous enemy of
the two. The decifion of his difputes
with France could not be deferred, his
defigns againft the Hungarians were in
part accomplifhed, for his fon was de-
clared king, and the fettlement of that
érown in his family was made, and the
reft of thefe as well as thofe that he
formed againft the Turks might be de-
ferred. But the councils of Vienna judg-

ed differently, and infifted even at this
critical moment on the moft exorbitant
terms; on fome of fuch a nature, that
the Turks fhewed more humanity and a
better fenfe of religion in refufing, than
they in afking them. Thus the war
went on in Hungary, and proved a con-
ftantdiverfion in favour of France, during
the whole courfe of that which LEwrs
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the fourteenth began at this time; for
the treaty of Carlowitz was pofterior to

that of Ryfwic. The Empire, Spain,,

England, and Holland engaged in the
war with France : and on them the em-.
peror left the burden of it. In the fhort
war of one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-feven, he was not fo much as a
party, and inftead of affifting the king

* of Spain, which it muft be owned he was

in no-good condition of doing, he bar-
gained for dividing that prince’s fuccef-
fion, as I have obferved above. Inthe
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-
venty-two he made fome feeble efforts.
In this of one thoufand fix hundred and
eighty-eight he did ftill lefs: and in the
war which broke out at the beginning
of the prefent century he did nothing,
at leaft after the firft campaign in Italy,
and after the engagements that England
and Holland took by the grand alliance..
In a word, from the time that an oppo-
fition to France became a common caufe

I : in
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in Europe, the houfe of Auftria has been
a clog upon it in many inftances, and of
confiderable affiftance to-it in none. The
acceffion of England to this caufe, which
was brought about by the revolution of
one thoufand fix hundred and cighty-
cjght, might have made amends, and more
than amends one would think, for this
defe@®, and have thrown fuperiority of

power and of fuccefs on the fide of the

confederates, with whom the took part
againft France. This I fay might be
imagined, without over-rating the power
of England, or undervaluing that of
~ France; and it was imiaginted 4t that time.
How it proved otherwife in the event ;
how France came triumphant out of the
war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic,
and tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet
preferved the greateft and the beft part
of her conquefts and acquifitions made
fince the treaties of Weftphalia, and the
Pyrenees ; how fhe acquired by the gift
of Spain that whole monarchy for one

3 of
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of her princes, tho fhe had no reafon to
~ expect the leaft part of it without a war at
one time, nor the great lot of it even by
a war at any time; in fhort, how fhe
wound up advantageoufly the ambitious
{fyftem fhe had been fifty years in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war in which
fhe was defeated on every fide, and wholly
exhaufted, with little diminution of the
provinces and barriers acquired to France,
and with the quiet poffeflion of Spain
and the Indies to a prince of the houfe of
Bourbon : all this, my lord, will be the
fubje& of your refearches, when you
come down to the latter part of the laft
period of modern hiftory.

Enp of the FirsT VoLuME.









—

. g

Faae TIPSR




v, R







s B S -0 o L o S O A A S

-

o«




bazesty GOOGlE



This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.com.sg/books?id=t58TAAAAQAAJ

Digitized by GOOg[Q



R.-{. 3090.

- |

et

UNIVERSITEITSBIBLIOTHEEK GENT
















LETTERS

ON THE

STUDY and USE

OF

HISTORY.

To which are added,

Two other LETTERS, and REFLECTIONS
vpoN ExiLe,



-



LETTERS

STUDY and USE

OF

HISTORY.

By the late RicHT HONORABLE

HENRY ST. JOHN,

LorD ViscouNT BoLINGBROKE.
VOL I

LONDON:
Printed for A. MiILLAR, in the Strand, '
M DCCLII.







LETTER VIIL

The fame fubjeit continued from
the year ome tlrozgfand Sfix bun-
dred eighty eight.

OUR lordfhip will find, that the
obje&ts propofed by the alliance
of one thoufand fix hundred eighty
nine between the emperor and the ftates,
to which England acceded, and which
was the foundation of the whole confe-
deracy then formed, were no lefs than to
reftore all things to the termsof the Weéft-
phalian and Pyrenean treaties, by the war;;
and to preferve them in that ftate after '
the war, by a defenfive alliance and
guarranty of the fame confederate pow-
ers againft France. The particular as
well as general meaning of this engage-
‘ment was plain enough : and if it had
Vor, IL B not
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not been fo, the fenfe of it would have
been fufficiently determined, by that
feparate article, in which England and
Holland obliged themfelves to affift the
¢ houfe of Auftria, in taking and keeping

¢ pofieflion of the Spanith monarchy,
¢ whenever the cafe fhould happen of the
¢ death of CuARLEs the fecond, without
¢ lawful heirs.” This engagement was
double, and thereby relative to the whole
political fyftem of Europe, alike affected
by the power and pretenfions of France,
Hitherto the power of France had been
alone regarded, and her pretenfions feem-
ed to have been forgot: or to what pur-
pofe fhould they have been remembered,
whilft Europe was fo unhappily conftitut.
ed, thatthe ftates at whofe expence fhe in-
creafed her power, and their friends and
allies, thought that they did enough
-upon every occafion if -they made fome
tolerable compofition with- her? They
who were not in circumftances to refufe
conﬁrmmg prefent, were little likely to

take
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take effetual meafures againft future,
ufurpations. But now as the alarm was
greater than ever, by the outrages that
France had committed, and the intrigues
fhe had carried on ; by the little regard
the had fhewn to public faith, and by
the airs of authority fhe had aflumed
twenty years together : fo was the fpirit
againft her raifed to an higher pitch, and
the means of reducing her power, or at
leaft of checking it, were increafed. The
princes and ftates who had negle@ed or
favoured the growth of this power,
which all of them, had done in their
turns, faw their error; faw the neceffity
of repairing it, and faw that unlefs-they
could check the power of France, by
uniting a power fuperior to her’s, it
would be impoﬁiblc to hinder her from
fucceeding in her great defigns on the
Spanifth fucceflion. The court of Eng-
land had fubmitted not many years be-
fore to abet her ufurpations, and the
king of England had ftooped to be her
Bz ~ penfi-
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- penfioner. But the crime was not nati-
onal, On the contrary, the ration had
cried out loudly againft it, even whilftit
was committing : and as foon as ever the
abdication of king JaMEs, and the ele-
vation of the prince of ORANGE to the
throne of England happened, the na-
tion engaged with all imaginable zeal
in the common caufe of Europe, to re-
duce the exorbitant power of France, to
prevent her future and to revenge her

paft attempts; for even a fpirit of re-
- venge prevailed, and the war was a war
of anger as well as of intereft.

UnnAPPILY this zeal wasneither well
conduéted, nor well feconded. It was zeal
without fuccefs, in the firft of the two
wars that followed the year onc thou-
fand fix hundred exghty eight ; and
zeal without knowledge, in both of them,
1 enter into no detail concerning the e-
‘vents of thefe two wars. This only I
obfcrvc on the firft of them, that the

2  treatics
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treaties of Ryfwic were far from an-
fwering the ends propofed and the en-
gagements taken by the firft grand alli-
ance. The power of France, with re-
fpe& to extent of dominions and ftrength
of barrier; was not reduced to the terms
of the Pyrenean treaty, no not to thofe
of the treaty of Nimeghen. Lorrain
was reftored indeed with very confidera-
ble referves, and the places taken or
ufurped on the other fide of the Rhine:
but then Strafbourg was yielded up abfo-
lutely to France by the emperor, and by
the empire. The conceflions to Spain
:were great, but fo were the conquefts
and the encroachments made upon her
by France, fince thetreaty of Nimeghen:
and the got little at Ryfwic, I believe
nothing more than fhe had faved at Ni--
meghen before. All thefe conceffions
however, as well as the acknowledge-
ment of king WiLLram; and others
made by Lew1s the fourteenth after he
’had taken Athand Barcelona, even during

- B3 the
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the courfe of the negotiations, compared

with the lofles and repeated defeats of the
allies and the ill ftate of the confederacy,
furprized the generality of mankind, who
had not been accuftomed to fo much mo-
deration and generofity on the part of this
prince.  But the pretenfions of the houfe
of Bourbon, on the Spanith fucceffion,
remained the fame. Nothing had been
done to weaken them ; nothing was pre-
. pared to oppofe them : and the opening
of this fucceffion was vifibly at hand ; for
CuARLES the fecond had been in imme-
diate danger of dying about this time.
His death could not be a remote event :
and all the good queen’s endeavours to be
got with child had proved ineffeGual.
The league diffolved, all the forces of

the confederates difperfed, and many
difbanded ; France continuing armed, her
forces by fea and land increafed and
- .held in readinefs to a& on all fides, it
was plain that the confederates had

- failed in the firft obje® of the grand

alliance,
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- alliance, that of reducing the power of
France ; by fucceeding in which alone
- they could have been able to keep the
- fecondengagement, that of fecuring the
fucceflion -of Spain to the houfe of
Auftria,

* AFTER this peace what remained to be
done? In the whole nature: of things
there remained but three. To abandon
all care of the Spanifh fucceflion was one;
‘to compound with France upon this fuc-
ceflion: was another; and to prepare, like
her, during the interval of peace to make
an advantageous war whenever CHARLES
- the fecond fhould die, was a third. Now
the firft of thefe was to leave Spain, and
in leaving Spain, to leave all Europe in
fome fort at the mercy of France: fince
whatever difpofition the Spaniards fhould
make of their crown, they were quite un-
able to fupport it againft France : fince
the emperor could do little without his
allies ; and fince Bavaria, the third pre-
| . Bg tender,
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tender, could do ftill lefs, and might find,
in fuch a cafe, his account perhaps better
in treating with the houfe of Bourbon
than with that of Auftria. More needs

- notbe faid on this head ; but on the

other two, which 1 fhall conﬁder toge-
ther, feveral falts are proper to be men-~
tioned, and feveral reﬂexxons neceflary
to be made.

WE might have counter-worked, , ne
doubt, in their own methods of policy,
the councils of  France, who made peace
todiflolve the confederacy, and great con-
ceflions, with very fufpicious generofity, to
gainthe Spaniards : we might have waited
like them, that is in arms, the death of
CHARLES the fecond, and have fortified
in the mean time the difpofitions of the
king, the court and people of Spain, a«
gainft the pretenfions of France: wa
might have made the peace, which was
made fome time after that, between the
emperor and thc Turks, and have obliged

the
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the former at ariy rate to have fecured
the peace of Hungary, and to have pre-
pared, by thefe and other expedients, for
the war that would ‘inevitably break ont
on the death of the king of Spain,

Bu all fuch meafures were rendered
impradticable, by the emperor chiefly.
Experience had thewn, that the powers
who engaged in alliance with him muft
expect to take the'whole burden of his
caufe upon themfelves ; -and that Hun-
gary would maintain a perpetual diver-
fion in favour of France, fince hecould
not refolve to lighten the tyrannical yoke
he had eftablifhed in.that country and
in Tranfilvania, nor his minifters to
part with the immenfe confifcations they
bad appropriated to themfelves. Paft’
experience fhewed this: and the ex-
perience that followed confirmed it
very famlly, But further ; there was
not only little affiftance to be expe@ed
from him by thofe who fhould engage

ll’l
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in his quarrel : he did them hurt of ano-
ther kind, and deprived them of many
advantages by falfe meafures of policy
and unfkilful negotiations. - Whilft:the
death of CHARLEs the fecond was ex-
pected almoft daily, the court of Vienna
feemed to have forgot the court of Ma-
drid, and all the pretenfions on that
crown. : When the count’HarracH
was fent thither, the imperial' councils
did fomething worfe. The king of Spain
was ready to :declare the. archduke
CHARLES his fucceffor ; he was defirous
" to have this young prince fent into Spain:
~the bent of the people was in favour
of Auftria, or it had been fo, and might
have been eafily turned. the fame way
again. At court no cabal was yet formed
in favour of Bourben, .and a very weak
.intrigue was on foot. in favour of the
eleGoral. prince . of Bavaria. Not only
CurAarLES might have been on the f{pot
ready to reap the fucceffion, but a Ger-
_ man army might have been there to.de-
fend
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fend it; for the court of Madrid infifted
on having twelve thoufand of thefe
troops, and rather than not have them
-offered to- contribute to the payment of
them privately : becaufe it would have
been too impopular among the Spaniards,
and too prejudicial to the Auftrian in--
tereft, to have had it known that the
emperor declined the payment of a body
.of his own troops that were demanded
to fecure that monarchy to his fon.
-Thefe propofals were half refufed, and
‘half evaded : and in return to the offer
.of the crown of Spain to the arch-
-duke, - the imperial councils afked the
.government of Milan for him. They
.thought. it a point of deep policy to
fecure the Italian provinces, and to leave
to England and Holland the care of the
.Low Countries, of Spain, and the In-
_ dies, By declining thefe propofals the
-houfe of Auftria renounced in fome fort
the whole fucceflion: at leaft the gave
"England and Holland reafons, whatever
e engage-
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engagements thefe powers had taken,
to refufe the harder tafk of putting her
into poffeffion by force; when fhe might,
and would not procure, to the Englith
and Dutch and her other allies, the eafier
tafk of defending her in this poffefion.

I sAID that the meafures mentioned
above were rendered impraicable by
the emperor ; chiefly, becaufe they were
rendered {o likewife by other circumftan-

“ces at the fame conjun&ture. A prin-
cipal one I fhall mention,  and it fhall

be drawn flom the ftate of our own
country, and the difpofition of our peo-
ple. Let us take this up from king
WirLiaM’s acceflion to our crown,
During the whole progrefs that Lrzwis

the fourteenth made towards fuch exorbi~
tant power, as gave him well grounded
Topes of acquiring at laft to his family the

Spanifh monarchy, England had been ei-
ther an idle fpe@ator of all that paffed on

the continent, or afaint and uncertain ally

againft
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againft France, or 2 warm and fure ally
on her fide, or a partial mediator be-
tween her and the powers confederated
in their common defence. The revolu-
tion produced as great a change in
our foreign conduét, as in our domef-
tic eftablithment : and our nation en-
gaged with great fpirit in the war of
one thoufand fix hundred cighty eight.
But then this fpirit was rafh, prefump-
tuous, and ignorant, ill conducted at
home, and ill feconded abroad : all which
hasbeentouched already. We had waged
no long wars on the continent, nor been
very deeply concerned in foreign confe-
deracies, fince the fourteenthand fifteenth
- centuries. The hiftory of EDwARD the
third, however, and of the firft twelve
or fifteen years of Henry the fixth
might have - taught us fome general
but ufeful leflons, drawn from remote
times, but applicable to the prefent.
So might the example of HENRY¥ the
eigth, who fquandered away great fums
' for
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for the profit of taking a town, or theho-.
nor of having an emperor in his pay; and.
who divided afterwards by treaty theking-:
dom of France between himfelf and.
CuARLEs the fifth, with fuccefs fo little
anfwerable to fuch an undertaking, that it
is hard to believe his Imperialand Englith
majefty were both in earneft. If theywere.
fo, they were both the bubbles of ‘their.
prefumption. But it{feemsmore likelythat
HEenNRY the eigth was bubbled on this oc-
cafion by the great hopes that CuHARLES
held out to flatter his vanity : as he had
been bubbled by his father-in-law Fer-
DINAND at the beginning of his reign,
in the war of Navarre. But thefe reflecti-
ons were not made, nor had we enough
confidered the example of ELISABETH,
the laft of our princes who had made any
confiderable figure abroad, and from
whom we might have learned to a&t with
vigour, but to engage with caution, and
always to proportion our affiftance ac-
cording to our abilities, and the real ne-

ceflities
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ceflities of our allies. The frontiers of
France wese now fo fortified, her com-
merce and her naval force were fo in-
creafed, her armies were grown fo nu-
merous, her troops were fo difciplined,
fo inured to war, and fo animated by a
long courfe of fuccefsful campaigns, that
tthey who looked on the fituation of Eu-
rope could not fail to fee how difficult
" the enterprize of reducing her power
was become, Difficult as it was, we

were obliged, on.every account and by

reafons of all kinds, to engage in it : but

,then we fhould have engaged with more
 forecaft, and have condu&ted ourfelves
in the management of it, not with lefs

alacrity and fpirit, but with more order,

more oeconomy, and a better application

of our efforts. But they who governed

were glad to engage us atany rate: and

we entered on thisgreat {cheme of aion,

as our -nation is too apt to do, hurried

on by the ruling paffion of the day. 1

have been told by feveral, who were on

3 . . the
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the ftage of the world at this time, that
the generality of our people believed and
were encouraged to believe, the war
could not be long, if the kmg was vigo-
roufly fupported : and there is a hum-
drum fpeech of a fpeaker of the houfe
of commons, I think, who humbly de-
fired his majeﬁy to take this opportunity
~ of reconquering his ancient dutchy of
Aquitain, We were foon awaked from
thefe gawdy dreams. In fevenor eight
years no impreffion had been made on
France, that was befieged as it were on
every fide : and after repeated defeatsin the
Low-Countries where king' Wirrram
Taid the principal ftrefs of the war, his
fole triumph was the retaking of Na-
mur, that had been taken by the French
a few years before. Unfuftained by fuc-
cefs abroad, we are not to wonder that
the fpirit flagged at home; nor that the
difcontents of thofe who were averfe to
.the éftablithed government, uniting with

thc far grcater number of thofe who
difliked
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difliked the adminiftration, inflamed the
.general difcontents of the nation, op-
prefled with taxes, pillaged by ufurers,
plundered at fea, and difappeinted at
land. As we run into extreams al-
ways, fome would have contipued this
war .at any rate, cven at the fame rate:
‘but it was not poffible they fhould pr¢-
wail in fuch a fituation of affairs, and
fucha difpofition of minds. They who
.got .by the war, and made immenfe -
fortunes by the neceffities of the pub- -
lic, were not fo numerous nor fo
~.powerful, as they have been fince.
The monied intereft was not yet a
sival able to cope with the landed
dntereft, -either in the nation, or in
parliament.  The great corporations
that had been ereCted more to ferve
the turn of party, than for any real
.national ufe, aimed indeed evén then
;at-the ftrength and influence which they
‘have fince acquired in the Jegiflature ;
-but they had not made the fame pro-

Vouz, II, . C - grefs
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grefs by premoting national corruption,
as they and the court have made fince.
In fhort the other extream prevailed.
The generality of people grew as fond
~ of getting out of the war, as. they

had been of entering intoit: and thus
- far perhaps, confidering how it had
been condu&ted, they were not much
to be blamed.  But this was not all ;/for
. when King WiLL1am . had made the
peace, our martial fpirit became at
once fo pacific, that we feemed . re-
folved to meddle no more in the affairs
~-of the continent, at leaft to imploy our
arms no more .in the . quarrels - that
_-might arife there; and accordingly we
. reduced our troops in England ta feven
thoufand men. :

I nAvE fometimes confidered, in re-

_ fleting on thefe paffages, what I fhould
"havedone, if I had fatin parliament at

.that time; and have been forced to own

myfclf that T fhould have voted for dif-

: . .. banding

-
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banding the army then; as I voted in the
following parliament for cenfuring the
partition treaties, I am forced to own
this, becaufe I remember how imperfe®
my notions were of the fituation of Europe
in that extraordinary crifis, and how
much I faw the true intereft of my own
country in an half light. But, my lord,
I own it with fome fhame; becaufe in
truth nothing could be more abfurd than
- thecondu@® we held. What! becaufe we
had not reduced the power of France by
the war, nor excluded the houfe of Bour-
bon fromthe Spanifh fucceffion, nor com-
pounded with her upon it by the peace;
‘and becaufe the houfe of Auftria had not
‘helped herfelf, nor put it into our power
to help her with more advantageand bet-
.ter profpect of fuccefs——were we to leave
that whole fucceffion opentothe invafions
of France, and to fuffer even the contin-
~_gency to fubfift, of feeing thofe monar-
chies united ? What! becaufe it was be-
come extravagant, after the trials fo lately
’ g 2 * made,
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" made, to think ourfelves any longer en-
gaged by treaty or obliged by good policy
to putthe houfe of ‘Auftria in poffeffion
of the whole Spanifh monarchy, and to
defend her in this pofeffion by force of
arms, were we to leave the whole at the
fmercy of France? If we were not to
do fo, if we were not to do oneé of the
three things that I faid above femained -
to be-done, and if the emperor put it
out 'of our power ‘to do another of them
‘with advantage ; were we to put it ‘ftill -
more out of our power, and tb wait un-
armed for the death of the king of
Spain ? TIn fine, if we had not the pro-
‘fpe&t of difputing with France, o fuccefs-
‘fully as we might have had it, the Spa-
‘nith fucceflion whenever it fhould be
‘open; were we ot only to fhew by dif-
arming, that we would not difpute it at
“all, but to cenfure likewife the fecond
“of " the three things mentioned above and -
which King Wirrram put in pra&ife,
“the compounding with France, to prevent

. n \ J if
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if poflible a war; in which we ‘were
gverfe to engage 2

- Arrow me to pufh thefe reflexions
“ a little further, and to obferve to your
lordthip, that if the propofal of fending
the archduke into Spain had been ac~
cepted in time by the imperial court, and.
taken effect apd become a meafyre of the:
confederacy, that war indeed would
have been protrated ; but France could
pot have hindered the paffage of this.
prince and his German forces, and our
fleet would have been better employed
in efcorting them, and in covering the
coafts of Spain and of the dominions.
of that crown both in Europe and in
America, than it was in fo many un-
meaning expeditions from the battle of
: La Hogue to the end of the war, France
indeed would have made her utmoft ef-
forts to have had fatisfacion on hc: pre~
tenfions, as ill founded as they were. She
would have ended that war, as we begun:
C3 the
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the next, when we demanded a reafona-
ble fatisfaction for the emperor : and tho
I think that the allies would have had,
in very many refpets, more advantage
in defending Spain, than in attacking
France ; yet, upon a fuppofition that the
defence would have been as ill conducted
as the attack was, and that by confe-
quence, whether CnaARrLEs the fecond
had lived to the conclufion of this war,
ot had died before it, the war muft have
ended in fome partition orother; this par-
tition would have been made by the Spa-
. niards themfelves. They had been forced
to compound with France on her former
pretenfions, and they muft and they
would have compounded on thefe, with
- an Auftrian prince on the throne, juft
as they compounded, and, probably
much better than they compounded, on
the pretenfions we fupported againft
them, when they had a prince of Bour-
~ bonon their throne. France- could not
have diftrefled the Spaniards, nor have

3 OVEr»
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over-run their monarchy, if they had
been united ; and they would have been
united in this cafe, and fupported by the
whole confederacy, as we diftrefled both
France and them, over-run their mo-
parchy. in one hemifphere, and might
have done fo -in both, when they were
difunited, and fupported by France alone.
France would not have aéted, in fuch
gegotiations, the ridiculous part which
the emperor acted in thofe that led to the
peace of Utrecht, nor have made her
bargain worfe by neglecting to make it
in time. But the war ending as it did,
tho I cannat fee how king WirLriam
could aveid leaving the crown of Spain
.and that entire monarchyat the difcretion
of Lewis the fourteenth, otherwife than
by compounding to prevent a new war,
he was in no fort prepared to make ; yet it
is undeniable, that, by confenting toa par-
tition of their monarchy, he threw the
Spaniards into the arms of France. The .
§irft partition might have taken place,

- Cs perhaps
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perhaps, if the életoral ptince of Bava-
tia had lived, whom the French and
Spaniards too would. bave feen much
more willingly than. the archduke on
the throne of Spain. . For arhong all the
parties into which that court was dis
vided in one thoufand fix bundred and
ninety eight when this treaty was made,
that of Auftria was grown the weakefk,
by the difguft takenat a German queen,
and at the rapacity and infolence of her
favourites.” The French were looked
upon with efteem and kindnefs at Ma-
drid ; but the Germans were become, or
~ growing to be, objes of contempt to the
minifters, and of averfion to the people.
The eleoral prince died in one tho-
fand fix hundred and ninety nine. The
ftar of Auftria, fo fatal to’ all thofe who
were obftacles to the ambition of that
houfe, prevailed; as the eleGor exprefled
himfelf in the firft pangs of his grief.
"The flate of things changed very much
'by this death. The archduke was to
' have
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have Spain and the Indies, according to
a fecond. partition ¢ and the Spaniards,
who had exprefled great refentment at
the firft,  were puthed beyond their bear-
ing by this, ~ They foon appeared to be
fo; for the fecond treaty of partition
was figned in March one thoufand fevea
hundred 5. and the will was made, to the
beft of my remembrance, in the O&ober
following. I fhall not enter here into

- many particulars concerning thefe great
events. They will be related faithfully,
and I hope fully explained, in a work
which your lordfhip may take the trouble
very probably of perufing fome time or
other, and which I fhall rather leave,
than give to the public. Something how-
ever muft be faid more, to continue and
wind up this fummaryofthchttcrpe-
nodof modern hiftory.

'Fr,mucz then faw heradvantage, and
improved it no dowbt, -tho mot in the
manner, nor with the circumitances,
that fome lying fcriblers of memorials

2 and
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and anecdotes have advanced. ~She had
fent one of the abileft men of her court
to that of Madrid, the marhal of HaR-
courT, and fhe had Ihpulated in the fe -
cond treaty of partition, that the arch-
duke thould go neither into Spain nor the
dutchy of Milan, during the life of
Cuarces the fecond. She was willing
to have her option between a treaty and
a will. By the acceptation of the will,
all kmg WiLL1aM’s meafures were
‘broke. ' He was unprepared for war as
much as when he made thefe treaties to
prevent one ; and if he meant in mak-
ing them, what fome wife, but refining
men have fufpected, and what I con-
fefs I fee no reafon to believe, only to
gain time by the difficulty of executing
them, and to prepare for making war,
whenever the death of the king of Spain
fhould alarm mankind, and rouze his
‘own fubjeds out of their inaivity and
neglect of foreign interefts : if fo, he
was difappointed in that too ; for France
took
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200k pofieffion of the whole monarchy
at once, and with univerfal concurrence,
at leaft without oppofition or difficulty,
in favour of the duke of Anjou. By
what has been obferved, or hinted ra-
ther very fhortly, and I fear a little con-
fufedly, it is plain that reducing the
wer of France, andfecuring the whole:
Spanith fucceffion to the houfe of Au-
ftria, were two points that King WiL-
r1aM, at the head of the Britith and
Dutch common-wealths and of the great-
eft confederacy Europe had feen, was
obliged to give up.  All the acquifitions
that France cared to keep for the main-
tenance of her power were confirmed to
her by the treaty of Ryfwic; and King
Wiiriam allowed, indirectly at leaft,
the pretenfions of the houfe of Bourbon
to the Spanifh fucceffion, as LEw1s the
- fourteenth allowed, in the fame manner;
thofe of the houfe of Auftria, by the trea-
ties of partition, Strange Situation ! in
whxcb no expedient remained to prepare
for
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for an event, vyifibly fo near, and of
fuch vaft importance as the, death of the
king of Spain, buta partitien of his mo-
narchy, without his confent, ar his know-
ledge! If king WiLr1am had not made
this partition, the emperor would have
made ops, and with a5 little regard to
trade, to the barrier of the feven, pro-
vinees, or to the general fyftem of Eu-
rope, as had been fthewed by him when
he made the private treaty with France
alyeady mentioned, in one theufand fix
bupdred fixty eight, The minifters of
Vienna were pot wanting tp infinpate to
thofe of France overtyres of a feparate
treaty, as more conducive to their com-
mon interefts than the acceflion of his
imperial majetty to that of partitien. But

the councils of Verfailles judged very rea-
- fonably, that 2 partition made with Eng-
l'and and Holland would be more effec-
tual than any other; if a partition was
to teke place : and that fuch a partition

would be juft as effectual as one made
' : with
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with the emperor, 'to furnith arguments
to ‘tHe emiffaries of France, and mo.
tives to the Spanifh councils, if a will ia
favour of France could be obtained. I
tepeat it-again I -cannot fee what king
WiLLram could do én Gich “citcunmr
ftances as he found himfelf in after thire
ty years ftriaggle, except whit he did:
neither can I fee how he could do what
he did, efpecially after the refentment
exprefied by the Spahiards, ahd the fu-
tious thémorial 'prefented by Canases -
‘on the conclisfioh of ‘the firft treaty of
ipattition, without apprehending that the
‘confequence would bea will-in favour of
‘France, He was in the wotft of all po-
‘litical circumftancés, ‘in‘that Wherein ro
“one 'good méafure femains to be taken,
-and out of witvich he:left the two nations,
at the head of whom he had been 1o dong,
to fight and ‘negotiate ‘themfelves ‘and
-thieir confederates, 25 well -asthey could.

Wum



30 - A Sketch of the HisTony

Wuen this will was made and ac-
cepted, LEwis the fourtcenth had fuc-
ceeded, and the powers in oppofition to
him had failed, in all the great objeéts of
intereft and ambition, which they had

kept in fight for more than forty years ;.
that is from the beginning of the prefent
period. * ‘The actors changed their parts
in the tragedy that followed. The power,
that had fo long and fo cruelly attacked,
was now to defend, the Spanith monar-
‘chy : and the powers, -that had fo long
 defended it, were now to attack it. Let
-us fee how this was brought about; and
" that we may fee it the better, and make
~ a better judgment of all that pafied from
. the death of CunARLEs the fecond to the
‘peace of Utrecht, let us go back to the.
time of his death, ‘and confider the cir-
cumitances that formed this complicated
. flate of affairs, in three views; a view of
right, a view of policy, and a view of -
power,

Tue
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Tre right of fucceeding to the crown
of ‘Spain would have been undoubtedly
in the childrenof MARIATHERES A, that
is in the houfe of Bourben ; if this right
had not been barred by,the folemn re-
nunciations fo often mentioned, The
pretenfions of the houfe of Auftria were
founded on thefe renunciations, on the
ratification ‘of them by the Pyrencan
treaty, and the confirmation of them by
the will of Philip the fourth. The pre-
tenfions of the houfe of Bourbon were
founded on a fuppofition, .it was indeed
nomore, and a vain one too, that thefe
renunciations were in their nature null,
On this foot the difpute of right ftood
during the life of CHARLES the fecond,
" and on the fame it would have continued

to ftand even after his death, if the re-
nunciations had remained unthaken; if
his will, like that of his father, had
confirmed them, and had left the crown,
in purfuance of them, to the houfe of
- Auftria, But the will of CHARLES the

fecond,
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fecond, annulling thefe renundistions,
took away the fole foundation of the Au-
ftrian pretenfions ; for, however this a&
might be obtained, it wasjuft as valid
as his father’s, und was confrmed by
the univerfal concurrence of the Spanifh
nation to the new fettlement he made of
that crown., Let it be, as I think &
ought to be granted, that the true heirs
could not claim againft renunciations
that were, if I may fay fo, conditions
of their birth : ‘but ‘Cuarres the fe-
cond had certainly as good a right te

. change ‘the courfe of fucceflion agree-

ably to the order of mture and-the con-
dition of that monarchy, -after-his true
heirs were born, as PriLre ‘the Yourth
had to c¢hange it, contrary to -this order
and this conftitution, before they ‘were
bom, or at any other timre. ‘He had as
good a right in fhott te dxfperife with the
Pyrenean “tredty, and to -fet it -afide’in
this refped, as his father had to matke ftz
fo that the renunciations' being anmitied

by
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by that party to the Pyrencan treaty who
had exacted them, they could be deem-
ed no longer binding, by virtue of this
treaty, on the party who had made them,
The fole queftion that remained there-
fore between thefe rival houfes, as to
right, was this, whether the engagements
taken by LEw1s the fourteenth in the
partition treaties obliged him to adhere to
the térms of the laft of them in all
events, and to deprive his family of the
facceffion which the king of Spain open-
ed, and the Spanith nation offered to
them; rather than to depart from a com-
pofition he had made, on pretenfions that
were difputable then, but were now
out of difpute ? It may be faid, and
it was faid, that the treaties of parti-
tion being abfolute, withoutany condition
or exception rclatxve to any difpofition the
king of Spain had made or might make
of his fucceflion, in favour of Bourbon
or Auftria ; the difpofition made by his
will, in favour of the duke of AN jou,
- Var. Il D could
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could not affect the engagements {o. late-
ly taken by Lewis the fourteenth in
thefe treatics, nor difpenfe with a literal-
obfervation of them. This might be
true on firi¢t principles of juftice ; but I
apprehend that none of thefe. powers,
who exclaimed fo loudly againtt the per-
fidy of France in this cafe, would have
been more ferupulous in a parallel cafe.
"The maxim fummum jusef fumma injuria
would have been quoted, and the rigid
Ietter of treaties would have been foften-
ed by an equitable interpretation of their
fpirit and intention. His imperial ma-
- jefty, above all, had not the leaft color
of right to exclaim againft France on this
“occafien; for in general, if his family
was to be ftripped of all the dominions
they have acquired by breach of faith, -
and means much worfe than the accepta-
tion of the will, even allowing all the
invidious circumftances imputed to the
-conduc of France to be true, the Au-
ﬂrxan family WOuld fink from ther "
: - prefent
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prefent grandeur to that low ftate they
were in two er three centurics ago. In
particular, the emperor who had con-
frantly refufed to accede to the treatics of
partition, or to fubmit to the difpofiti-
ons made by them, had net the leaft
plaufible pretence to objet ta LEwis the-
fourteenth, that he departed fromi them,
Thus I think the right of the two
houfes ftood on the death of- CrARLES
the fecond. The right of the Spaniagds,
an independent nation, to regulate their
own fucceflion, or to receive the prince
whom their dying monarch had called to
it; and the right of England and Hol-
land to regulate this fucceffion, to divide,
and parcel out this monarchy in different
lots, it would be equally foolith to go
about to eftablith. One is taa evident,
the other too abfurd, ta admit of any
proof. But enough has been faid con-
cerning right, which was in truth little
regarded by any of the parties concerned
immediately or remotely in the whole
- D2 ~ ceurfe
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courfe of thefe proceedings. Particular
interefts were alone regarded, and thefe
were purfued as ambition, fear, refent-
ment, and vanity dire®ed: I mean the
ambition of the two houfes contending-
for fuperiority of power; the fear of
England and Holland left this fuperiority
fhould become too great in either ; the
refentment of Spain at’ the difmember-
ment of that monarchy projected by the
partition treaties; and the vanity of that
nation, as well as of the princes of the
houfe of Bourbon : for as vanity mingled
with refentment to make the will, vani-
ty had a great fhare in determining the ~
acceptation of it.

. LET us now confider the fame con-
junCture in a view of policy. 'The poli-
cy of the Spamfh councils was this. They
could not brook that their monarchy
fhould be divided : and this principle i
exprefled ftronglyin 1the will of CHARLES
the fecond, where he exhorts his fubjeéts
L3 not
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“not to fuffer any difimemberment or di-
minution of a momarchy. founded by his
predeceflors with fo much glory. Too
weak to hinder this difmemberment by
their own ftrength, too well apprifed of
the little force and little views of the
court of Vienna, and their old allies
-having engaged to procure- this difmem-
-berment even by force of arms; no-
thing remained for .them to do, upon
this principle, but to detach France
from the engagements of the partition
treaties, by giving their whole monar-
«hy to a prince of the houfe of Bour-
“bon. Asmuch as may have been faid
.concerning - the negotiations of France
to obtain a will in her favour, and yet
to_keep in referve the advantages fti-
-pulated for her by the partition-trea-
ties, if fuch a will’could not be ob-
.tained, and tho I am perfuaded that
‘the marfhal of HARCOURT, who helped
to procure this will, made his court to
LEewis the fourteenth as much as the

D3 mar-.,
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snarfhal of TALLARD, who negotiated
the partitions ; yet it is certain, that the
acceptation of the will was not a2 meafure
" definitely taken at Verfailles .when the
- king of Spain died. The altermative di-
-vided thofe councils, and without en-
tering at this timg into the arguments
urged on each fide, adhering to the par-
titions feemed the caufe of France, ac-
cepting the will that of the houfe of
- Bourbon, . . :

- Ir has been faid by men of preat

weight in the ¢ouncils of Spain, and was
4aid at that time by men as little fond of
the houfe of Bourbon, or of the French
nation, as their fathers had been ;. that
if England and Holland had not formed
a confederacy and begun a war, they
would have made Philip the fifth as good
a Spaniard as any of the preceding Phi-
lips, and not have endured the influence
of Fremth councils in the adminiftra-
tion of their government : - but that we
threw
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threw them entirely into the hands of
France when we began the war, be-
caufe the fleets and armries of this crown
being meceffary to their defence, they

could not avoid fubmitting to this in-
flucnce as long as the fame neceflity
continued ; and, in fa®, we have feen
that the influence lafted no longer. But
notwithftanding this, it muft be confefled,
‘that 3 war was unavoidable. The im-
mediate fecuring of commerce and of
barriers, the preventing an union of the
two monarchies in fome future time,
and the prefervation of 3 certain degree
4t leatt of equality in the fcales of power,

~were points too important to England,
Holland, and the reft of Europe, to be
refted on the moderation of French, and

the vigour of Spanifh councils, under &

“prince of the houfe of France. If fatisfac-
tiori to the houfe of Auftria, to whofc

rights England ' and Holland thewed no
_great regard whilft they were better found-

-edthan they were fince the will, had been

D4 -~ alone
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alone concerned; a drop of bldod fpilt, or
five fhillings fpent in the quarrel, would
have been too much profufion. But
this was properly the fcale into which
it became the common intereft to throw
all the weight that could be taken out
of that of Bourbon. And therefore your
lordfhip will find, that when negotia-
- tions with d’Avaux were fet on {foot
in Holland to prevent a war, or rather
on our part to gain time to prepare
for it, in which view the Dutch and.
we had both acknowledged PuiL1p king
of Spain ; the great article on which we
infifted was, that reafonable fatisfaction
fhonld be given the ‘emperor, upon his
pretenfions founded on the treaty of
partition. We could do no otherwife ;
and France, who offered to make the
treaty of .Ryfwic the foundation . of
-that treaty, could do no otherwife than
xefufe to confent that the treaty of
-.partition fhould be fo, after accepting
the will, and thereby engaging to op-
. pofe
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pofe all partition or difmemberment of
the Spanifh monarchy. I fhould men-
tion none of the other demands of Eng-
land and Holland, if I could negleé to
point out to your lordfhip’s obfervation,
that the fame artifice was employed at
this time, to perplex the more a negotia-
tion that could not fucceed on other ac-
counts, as we faw employed in the courfe
of the war, by the Englith and Dutch
minifters, to prevent the fuccefs of nego-
tiations that might, and ought to have
fucceeded. The demand I mean is that of
a  liberty not only to explain the terms

propofed ‘but to increafe or amphfy
¢ them, in the courfe of the negotiation.’
I do notremember the words, but this is
the fenfe, and this was the mcanmg of
.the confederates in both cafes.

- IN the former, king WiLLram was
determined to begin the war by all the
_rules of good policy ; fince he could not
" obtain, nay fince France could not grant
. in
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in that conjun@ure, fior without being
forced to it by a war, whathe was.oblig-
ed by thefe veryrules to demand.- He in-
. tended therefore nothing by this negoti-
ation, if it may becalled {uch, butto pre-
ferve forms and appearances, and perhaps,
which many have fufpected, to have time
to prepare; aslhinted juft now, both a-
broad and at home. Many things con-
curred to favour his preparations' abroad.
The alarm, that had been given by the
acceptation of the wili, was increafed by
every ftep that France made tofécure the
effec of it. Thus, for inftance, the fur-
ptifing and feizing the Dutch- troops; in
the fame night, and at the fame hour, that
‘were difperfed in the garrifons of the Spa-
nifh Netherlands, was not excufed by the.
neceffity of fecuring thofe places to the
obedience of PHILIP, nor foftened by the
immediate difmiffion of thofe troops. The
impreflion it made tas much the fame
“as thofe of the furprizes and feizures of
France in folmer ufurpations, ' Ne-one
‘ knew
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knew then, that the fovereignty of the
ten provinoes was to be yielded up to the
eleGor of Bavaria: and every one faw
that there remained no longer any barrier
between France and the feven provinces.
At home, the difpofition of tlie nation
was abfolutely turned to a war with
France, on the death of king James the
fecond,. by the acknowledgment Lewis
the fourteenth made of his fon as king
,ofEngland 1 know what has been faid
. in excufe for this meafure, taken, as I
believe, on female impertunity ; but cer-
tainly without any regard to public
faith, to the truc inteselt of France in
thole circumftances, or to the true in-
tereft of the prince thus acknowledged,
in any. Itwas faid, that the treaty of
Ryfwic obliging his moft chriftian
majefty only not to difturb king Wit
11am in his pofieflion, he might, without
any violation of it, have acknowledged this
prince as king of England ; according to
thc pnhtu:ll cafuiftry of the Frcnch
3 and
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and the example of France, who finds
no fault with the powers that treat with
the kings of England, altho the kings
of England retain the title of kings of
France; as well as thie example of Spain,

who makes nocomplaintsthat other ftates
treat with the kings of France, -al-

tho the kings of France retain . the ti-
tle of Navarre. But befides that the ex-
-amples are not appofite, becaufe no other
powers acknowledge in form the king of

England to be king of France, mor the

king of France to be king of Navarre;

with what face could the French excufe

this meafure? Could they excufe it by

urging that they adhere to the -ftri
letter of one article of the treaty of Ryf-

wic, againft the plain meaning of that

very article and againft the whole tenor

of that treaty ; in the fame breath with

“which they juftified theacceptation of the
will, by pretending they. adhered to the

fuppofed fpiritand general intention of the

treaties of partition, in contradition to the

' letter,
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letter, to the {pecific engagements, and
to the whole purport of thofe treaties ?
This part of the condu&t of Lewrs the
fourteenth may appear juftly the more
furprifing ; becaufe in moft other parts of
hiscondu¢t atthe fame time, and infome to
his difadvantage, he aGted cautioufly, en-
deavoured tocalm the minds of his neigh-
bours, to reconcile Europe to his grand-
fon’s elevation, and to.avoid all thew of
beginning hottilities.

Tuo king WiLL1AM was determined
to engage in a war with France and Spain,
yet the fame good policy, that determined
him to engage, determined him not to
engage too deeply. The engagement ta-
ken in the grand alliance of one thoufand
feven hundred and one is, ¢ To procure
¢ an equitable and reafonable fatisfaction
¢ to his imperial majefty for his pretenfion
¢ to the Spanith fucceflion; and fufficient
¢ fecurity to the king of England, and the
¢ ftates general, for their dominions, and

¢ fop
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¢ for the navigation and commerce of their
* {ubje&s, and to prevent: the union of the
¢ two monarchics of France and Spain.*
Askingof England, as ftateholder of Hol-
land, he neither could,. nor did engage
any further. It may be:difputed perhaps
among fpeculative politicians, whether the
balance of power in Europe would have
been better preferved by that fcheme of
partition, which the treaties, and particu-
larly the laft of them propofed, or by that
which the grand alliance propofed to be
the obje&t of the war? I think there is
little room for fuch a difpute, as ¥ thalt have
eccafion to fay hereafter more exprefly.
In thisplaccTthall only fay, that thcobjec®
of thit war, which king WirLL1AM medi~
tated, and queen AN waged, was a par--
tition, by which'a prince of the houfe of
Bourbon, ‘already acknowledged by wus
and the Dutch as king of Spain, was to °
be left on the throne of that difmembered
monaschy. The wifdom of thofe coun-
cils faw that the peace:of Eurepe might
. be
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be reftored and fecured.on this foot, and

that. the. libertics of Europe would be in
no dmgcr.

. THE fcales of the balance of power

wxll never-be exaltly poized, nor in the

precife point of equality either difcernible
or neceflary: to be difcerned, It is fuffi-
cient in, this, as in_other human affairs,
that - the deviation -be not-too great.
Some there will always be. A conftant
attention to thefe deviations is there-
fore neceflary,. When they. are-little,
their increafe may be eafily prevented by
carly care and the precautions that good
policy fuggefts. But when they be-
come. great for want :of this care. and
thefe precautions, ar by the force of un-
forefeen events, more vigour is to be
‘exerted, and greater efforts to be made.
But even in fuch- cafes, much reflection
is neceflary. on all the - circumftances
that form. the conjun&ture ; left, by at-
tackuxg with- 111 fucces, the deviation be

0 con-
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¢onfirmed, and the power that is deemed
already exorbitant become more fo: and
left by attacking with  good fuccefs,

'whilft one fcale is pillaged, too much

weight of power be thrown into the
other. In fuch cafes, he who has con--
fidered, in the hiﬁdrics of former ages,
the firange revolutions that time pro-
duces, and the perpetual flux and reflux
of public as well as private fortunes, of
kingdoms and ftates as well as of thofe
who govern or are governed in them,
will incline to think, that if the fcales
can be brought back by a war, nearly,
tho not exatly, to the point they were
at before this great deviation from it, the
reft may be left to accidents, and to the

-ufe that good pohcy is able to make of

them.

‘When CrarwLEs the fifth was at the
height of his power, and in the zenith
of his glory, when a king of France
and a pope were at once his’ pnfoners 5

it
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it muft be allowed, that his fituation and
that of his neighbours compared, they
had as much at leaft to fear from him
_and from the houfe of Auftria, as the
neighbours of LEwis the fourteenth
had to fear from him and from the
houfe of Bourbon, when after all his
other fuccefs, one of his grand-children
was placed on the Spanifh throne. And
yet among all the conditions- of the feve-
ral leagues againft CHARLEs the fifth,
I do not remember that it was ever fti-
pulated, that ¢ no peace thould be' made
¢ with him as long as he continued to
¢ be emperor and king of Spain; nor
“as long as any Auftrian prince conti-
¢ nued capable of uniting on his head .
¢ the Imperial and Spanith crowns.’

IF your lordfhip makes the applica-
tion, you will find that the difference
of fome circumftances does not hinder
this example from being very appofite,
and ftrong to the prefent purpofe.

Vou, IL E - CHARLES
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CuaRrLEs the fifth was emperor and
king of Spain; but neither was LEwis
the fourteenth king of Spain, nor PHi-
Lip the fifth kmg of France. That
had happened in one inftance, which
it was apprehended might happen in the
other, It had happened, and it was
reafonably to be apprehended that it
might happen again, and that the Im-
perial and Spanifh crowns might con-
tinue, not only in the fame family,
but on the fame heads; for meafures
were taken to fecure the fucceflion of
both, to Puirip the fon of CHARLES,
We do not find however that any confe-
deracy was formed, any engagement
taken, nor any war made to remove or
prevent this great evil. The princes and
ftates of Europe contented themfelves
to oppofe - the defigns of CHARLEs the
fifth, and to check the growth of his
power occafionally, and as intereft in-
vited, or neceflity forced them to do;
not conftantly. Thcy did perhaps too

little
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little againft him, and fometimes too
much for him: but if they did too
little of one kind, time and accident
did the reft. Diftin& dominions, and
different pretenfions, created contrary '
interefts in the houfe of Auftria: and
on the abdication of CuARLESs the fifth,
his brother fucceedéd, not his fon, to
the empire. The houfe of Auftria

- divided into a German and a Spanifh
branch: and if the two branches came
to have a mutual influence on one
another and frequently a common in-
tereft, it was not till one of them had
fallen from grandeur, andtill the other
was rather aiming at it, than in pof-
feflion of it. In fhort, PuiLip was
excluded from the imperial throne by
fo natural a progreflion of caufes and
effects, arifing not only in Germany
butin his own family, that if a treaty
had been made to exclude him from it
in favour of FERDINAND, fuch a treaty
' E 2 might -
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might have been faid very probab]y to
have executed itfelf,

THE precaution I have mentioned,
and that was negleted in this cafe with-
out any detriment to the common caufe
of Europe, was not neglected in the
grand alliance of one thoufand feven hun-
~ dred and one. For in that, one of the
ends propofed by the war is, to obtain an
effeCtual fecurity againft the contingent
union of the crowns of France and Spain.
_'The will of CuARLEs the fecond pro-
vides againt the fame contingency : and
this great principle, of preventing toe
much dominion and power from falling
to the lot of either of the families of Bour-
bon or Auftria, feemed to be agreed on all
fides; fince in the partition-treaty the fame
precaution was taken againft an union of
the Imperial and Spanith crowns. King
Wirrram ‘was enough piqued againft
France. His ancient prejudices were
firong and well founded. He had been

' worfted
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worfted in war, over-reached in nego-
tiation, and perfonally affronted by her.
England and Holland were fufficiently
alarmed and animated, and a party was
not ‘wanting, even in our ifland, ready to
approve any engagements he would have
taken againft France and Spain, and in
favour of the houfe of Auftria; tho we
were lefs eoncerned, by any national
~ intereft, than any other power that took
part in the war, either then, or after-
wards. But this prince was far from
taking a part beyond that which the
particular interefts of England and Hol-
land, and the general intereft of Europe,
neceffarily required. Pique muft have
no more a place than affetion, in de-
liberations of thiskind. To have en-
gaged to dethrone PuiLIP, out of refent-
ment to LEwis the fourteenth, would
havebeen a refolution worthy of CHARLES
the twelfth, king of Sweden, who facri-
ficed his country, his people, and himfelf
atlaft, to his revenge. To have engaged
‘ ' E 3 to
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to conquer the Spanifh monarchy for the
houfe of Autftria, or to go, in favour of
that family, one ftep beyond thofe that
were neceffary to keep this houfe an a foot
of rivalry with the other, would have -
been as I have hinted, to act the part of a
vaflal, not of an ally. The former
pawns his ftate, and ruins his fubjects,
for the intereft of his fuperior lord, per-
haps for his lord’s humor, or his
paffion: the latter goes no further than
his own interefts carry him ;. nor makes
war for thofe of another, nor even for his
own, if they are remote, and contingent,
as if he fought pro aris & focis, for his
religion, his liberty, and his property.
Agreeably to thefe principles of good
policy, we entered into the war that
began on the death of CHARLES the fe-
cond : but we foon departed from them,
“as I fhall have occafion to obferve in
confidering the ftate of things, at this
remarkable conjunéture, in a view of
ftrength,

LI

- LeT
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LeT me recal here whas I have faid
fomewhere elfe. They who are in the
finking fcale of the balance of power do
not eafily, nor foon, come off from the
habitual prejudices of fuperiority over
their neighbours, nor from the confi-
dence that fuch prejudices infpire. From
the year one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty feven, to the end of that century,
France had been conftantly in arms,
and her arms had been fuccefsful. She
had fuftained a war, without any confe-
- derates, againft the principal powers of
Europe confederated againft her, and
had finifhed it with advantage on every
fide, juft before the death of the king
of Spain. She continued armed after
the .peace, by fea and land. She in-
creafed her forces, whilft other nations
reduced theirs; and was ready to de-
fend, or to invade her neighbours whilft,
their confederacy being diffolved, they
were in no condition to invade her, and
in a bad one to defend themfelves. Spain

E 4 and
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and France had now one common caufe.
The electors of Bavaria and Cologne
fupported it in Germany : the duke of
Savoy was an ally, the duke of Mantua
a vaffal of the¢ two crowns in Italy. In
a word, appearances were formidable on
that fide; and if a diftruft of ftrength,
on the fide of the confederacy, had in~
duced England and Holland to com-
- pound with France for a partition of the
Spanith (ucce\ﬁ'ion there feemed to be
ftill greater Zeafon for this diftruft af-
ter the acceptation of the will, the .
' peaceablc ahd ready fubmiffion of the
entire monarchy of Spain to PuiLre,
and all the meafures taken to fecure him
in this pofleffion. Such appearances might
well impofe. They did fo an many, and
" on none more than on the French them-
felves,who engaged with great confidence
and fpirit in the war ; when they found it,
asthey might well expectit would be, un-
avoidable. The ftrength of France how-
cver, tho great, was not fo great as the

French
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French thought it, nor equal to the efforts
they undertook to make. Their engage-
ment, to maintain the Spanith monarchy
entire under the dominion of PHiLIP,
~exceeded their ftrength. Our engage-
ment, to procure fome out-fkirts of it
for the houfe of Auftria, was not in the
fame difproportion to our ftrength, If
I fpeak pofitively on this occafion, yetI
cannot be accufed of prefumption’;
becaufe, how difputable foever thefe
points might be when they were points
of political {fpeculation, they are fuch no
longer, and the judgment I make is dic-
tated to me by experience.  France
threw herfelf into the finking fcale,
when. the accepted the will. Her fcale
continued to fink during the whole courfe
of the war, and might have been kept
by the peace as low as the true intereft
of Europe required. What I remem-
ber to have heard the duke of MaRL-
BOROUGH fay, before he went to take on
him the command of the army in the

| Low
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Low Countries in one thoufand feven
hundred and two, proved true. The
French mifreckoned very much, if they
made the fame comparifon between their
troops and thofe of their enemies, as
- they had made in precedent wars, Thofe
that had been oppofed to them, in the
laft, were raw for the moft part when
it began, the Britith particularly : but
- they had been difciplined, if I may fay
fo, by their defeats, They were grown
to be veteran at the peace of Ryfwic,
and tho many had been difbanded, yet
they had been difbanded lately: fo that
even thefe were cafily formed a-new,
and the fpirit that had been raifed con.
tinued in all. Supplies of men to recruit
the armies were more abundant on the
fide of the confederacy, than on that of
the two crowns : a neceflary confequence
of which it feemed to be, that thofe of
the former would grow better, and thofe
of the latter worfe, in along, extenfive,
and bloody war, I believe it proved fo;

and
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and if my memory does not deceive me,
the French were forced very early to
fend recruits to their armies, as they
fend flaves to their gallies. A compari-
fon between thofe who were to dire@
the councils, and to condu& the armies
on both fides, is a tafk it would become
me little to undertake. The event thew-
ed, that if France had had her Conpg’,
her TurRENNE, or her LUXEMBURG,
to oppofe the confederates ; the confe-
derates might have oppofed to her, with
equal confidence, theirEuGENE of Savoy,
their MARLBOROUGH, or their STAREN-
BERG. But thereisone obfervationIcan-
not forbear to make. The alliances were
concluded, the quotas were fettled, and
the feafon for taking the field approached,
when king WiLr1am died. Theevent
could not fail to occafion fome confter-
nation on one fide, and to give fome
hopes on the other ;. for notwithftand-
ing the ill fuccefs with which he made
-war generally, he was looked upon as
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the fole centre of union that could keep
together the great confederacy then
forming : and how much the French
feared, from his life, had appeared a few
years before, in the extravagant "and
indecent joy they exprefled on a falfe
report of his death, A fhort time fhewed
how wvain the fears of fome, and.
the hopes of others were. By his
death, the duke of MARLBOROUH was
raifed to the head of the army, and in-
deed of the confederacy : where he, a
new, a private man, a fubje&, acquired
by merit and by management a more
.deciding influence, than high birth, con-
firmed authority, and even the crown.of
Great Britain, had given -to king Wil-
liam. Not only all the parts of that
vaft machine, the grand alliance, were
kept more compaét and entire; but a
" more rapid and vigorous motion was gi-
ven to the whole : and, inftead of lan-
guithing or difaftrous campaigns, - we
faw cvcry fcene of the war full of ac-
tion,
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tion. All thofe wherein he appeared,
and many of thofe wherein he was not
then an a&or, but abettor however of
their a&ion, were crowned with the moft
triumphant fuccefs. I take with plea-
fure this opportunity of doing juftice to
that great man, whofe faults 1 knew,
whofe virtues I admired’; and whofe
memory, as the greateft general and as

‘the greateft minifter that our country or

perhaps any other has produced, I ho-
nor. But befides this, the obfervation
I have made comes into ‘my fubjelt,
fince it ferves to point out to your lord-
thip the proof of what T faid above,
that France undertdok too much, when:
fhe undertook to maintain the Spanifh
monarchy-entirein the pofleflion of Pu1-
LIP : and that we undertook np more
than what was proportionable ‘to "our
ftrength, when we undertook to weak-
en that monarchy by difmembering it,
in the hands of a prince of the houfe
of Bourbon, which we: had been dif-

' abled
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abled by ill fortune and worfe condu@
to keep out of them. It may be faid
that the great fuccefs of the confede- -
rates againft France proves that their
generals were fuperior to hers, but not
that their forces and their national
ftrength were fo ; that with the fame
force with which fhe was beaten, fhe
might have been victorious; that if fhe
had been fo, or if the fuccefs of the war
had varied, or been lefs decifive againft
her in Germany, in the Low Countries
and in Italy, as it was in Spain, her
firength would have appeared fufficient,
and that of the confederacy infufficient.
Many .things may be urged to deftroy
this reafoning ; ‘I content myfelf with
one. France could not long have made
even the unfuccefsful efforts fhe did
- make, if England and Holland had done
what it is undeniable they had ftrength
to do; if befides pillaging, I do not fay
conquering, the SpanithWeft Indies, they
had hindered the French from going to

the
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the South Bea; as they. did annually-
during the whole courfe of the war, .
without the leaft moleftation, and from.
whence they imported into France in.
that time as much filver and gold as the
whole fpecies of that kingdom amounted
to, With this immenfe and conftant
fupply ef wealth, France was reduced.
in effet to bankruptcy before the end
- of the war., How much fooner muft.
fhe have been fo, if this fupply had been
kept from her? The confeflion of
France herfelf is on my fide. She con- .
fefled her inability to fupport what fhe
had undertaken, when fhe fued for
peace as carly as the year one thoufand.
feven hundred and fix. She made her
utmoft efforts to anfwer the expectation,
of the Spaniards, and to keep their mo-
narchy entire. When experience had
made it evident that this was beyond.
her power, fhe thought herfelf juftified.
to the Spanifh nation, in confenting to a
partition, and was ready to conclude a

2 peace
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peace with the allies on the principles
of their grand alliance., But as France
feemed to flatter herfelf, till experience
made her defirous to abandon an enter-
prize that exceeded her ftrength; you
will find, my lord, that her enemies be-
gan to flatter themfelves in their turn,
and to form defigns and take engage-
ments that exceeded theirs. - Great Bri~
tain was drawn into thefe engagements
little by little; for I do not remember
ény parliamentary declaration' for conti-
nuing the war till Puivip thould be de-
throned, before the year. one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and fix: and then fuch a
declaration was judged neceflary to-fecond
the refolution of our minifters and our.
allies, in departing from the principles of
the grand alliance, and in propofing not
only the reduction of the. French, but
the conqueft of the Spanith monarchy,
as the objeéts of the war. This new
plan had taken place, and we had be-

guntoactupon it, two yearsbefore, when
. th_c
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the treaty with Portugal was concluded,
and the srchduks CHARLES, now empe-
rer, wes fept ipte Postygal firft, and
inte Catglonia afterwards, and was ac-
knowledged and ﬁ;ppmcd W kms 9f
Spml

Wsmi your lordﬂllp pstgfss th¢ Anse-
dotes of the times hers fpoken of, and
confiders the conrfe and event of the grest
‘swar whioch broke oyt on the death of
the king of Spaia, CHARLES the fegond,
and was gnded by the treaties of Utrecht
and Radfats you will find, thatin order
fo form @ #trye judgment oa the whale,
gow anuft capfder very attemtiyely. the
great change made by the new plan that
I have soentioned ; and compare it with
the plan of the grand alliance, relptive-
1y so the genaral intereft of Eurape,
angd the particular infereft of your own
conntry. Xt will not, begapfe it cannot
hedlenied, shat all the ends of the grand
adliance :xtight have Msm ohtained by a
. Ve, AL F peace
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peace in one thoufand feven hundred and
fix, I need not recall the events of that,
and of the - precedent years of the war.
Not only the arms of France had been
defeated on every fide; but the inward
ftate of that kingdom was already -more
exhaufted than it had ever been. She
‘went on indeed, but fhe ftaggered and
recled -under the burden of the war.
Our condition, I {peak of Great Britain,
was not quite fo bad: but the charge
of the war increafed annually upon us.
It was evident that this charge muft con-
tinue to increafe, and it was no lefs evi=
dent that our nation was unable to bear
it without falling foon into fuch diftres,
and contra&ing fuch debts, as we-have .
feen:and felt, and ftill feel. The Dutch
neither reftrained their .trade, nor over-
loaded it with taxes. ‘They foon alter-
ed the proportion of their quotas, and
were deficient even after- this alteration
in them. But, however, it muft beal-
lowcd that they- exerted their whole
. ﬁrcngth
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ftrength ; and theyand we paid the whole
¢harge of the war. Since therefore by
fuch efforts 4s could not be continued
any longer, without oppreﬂing ahd im=
poverifhing thefe nations to a degree, .
that rio intereft except that of their ve-
ry being, nof any engagement of affift=
’ mg an alliance totis viribus can re-
quire, France was reduced, and all the
ends of the war wete become attﬁlnable 3
it will be worth_ your lordfhip’s while - -
to confider why the true ufe was not made
of the fuccefs of the confederates agamﬂ:
France and Spa;n, and why a peace was
not concluded in the fifth year of the war.
When your lordfhlp confiders this, you
will compare in your thoughts what the-
ftate of Europe would have been, and that
of your own country might have been, if
the plan of the grand alliance had been
purﬁied "with the pofiible as well as
certain, the contingent as well as necef-
fary, confcqucnccs of changing this plan
in the manner it was changed. You will

F2 - 'be
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beof. opxmoq, Ithmk and it fccms to me,
after more than twenty ycars of Fecol-
le&xon, re-examination and reﬁe&lon,
that lmpartxal poﬁcnty tnuft be of the
fame opinion ; you will be of opinion, 1
thmk that the war was wife and Juft
before the 'c':lhé{ﬁ'ge becaufc ncceﬂ'ary to
mamtam that cquahty among the povv*ers
of Europe on whxch ‘the pub‘hc peace
and common Profpenty depends : and
that it was unwife and unjuft after this
change, becaufe unneceﬁ'atry to this end,
and direed to other and to contrax:y
ends. You will be- gmded by undeniable
fad@s to difcover through all the falfe
colours, which have ‘béen laid, and
‘which decexvcd many 4t the time, ‘that
the war, after this changc, became
;a war of paffion, of ambition, of ava-
rice, and of private intereft ; the pri-
vate mtercﬁ; of parncular perfons ang
partxcular ftates ; to ! ‘which the gcncral
intéreft of Europe was facnﬁccd fo ‘en-
tirely, that if the terms infifted on by the
con-

~
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cqnfederates had been granted nay if
gven t thofe thch France was r¢ rcduccd t
grant, in one thoufand feven hundrcd anc
ten, had t;een accepted, f'uch a new
fyﬁem of power would have been crca-
ted as mxght havc cxpofqd the balance
of this power to dev1anons, and thc pcace
of Europe to troubles, not mferxor 10
t};qfe thiat the war was deﬁgned whcn
it bcgup, to prevcnt ‘Whil{you obferve
thls in gcneral you v wxll ﬁnd particular
occafion to lament th@ fate of Great
Bntam, in the mxdﬁ of trmmphs that
have Been founded fo !hlgh ‘She had
trmmphcd indeed to the year one ‘thou-
fand feyen . hundrcd and fix mcluﬁvcly :
but What were 1 her }trmrn hs afterwards?
What was hcr fucccfs a.(’fc)er the procccd-
cd on thc new pla,n? 1'thall Gy fome-
th(mg on. that head 1mmeé1atel}y Here
let me qxllly fay, that the glo of tak-
mg towns, and winning ba,ttlcs, ,1s to be
meafured by the utlhty that refults from
thqfc v1&ones. Vl&orics, that bnng ho-
F 3 *'nor
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“nor to the arms, may bring fhame ta
the councils, of a nation, To win a
battle, to take a town, is the glory of
2 gencral and of anarmy. Of this glo-
ry we had a very large fhare in the courfe
of the war, But the glory of a nation
is to proportion the ends fhe propofes,

- to her intereft and her ftrength; the
means the employs, to the ends the pro-
pofes, and the vigour fhe exerts, to both.
Of this glory, I apprcheﬁd we have had

‘ very little to boaft at any time, and par-
 ticularly in the great conj unCture of which
Iam fpeaking. ‘The reafons of ambition,

~avarice, and private intereft, which en-
gaged the princes and ftates of the con-
federacy to depart from thc Prmcnples

‘of the grand alliance, were no reafons
for Great Britain. Shc neither expected

- nor defired any thing more than what
fhe might have obtained by adhering to
thofe principles.. What hurried our na-
tion then, with fo much fpmt and ar-
_dor; into thofe of the new plan ? "Your:

3 . lord-
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dordthip will' anfwer this queftion to
-yourfelf, I believe ; by the prejudicesand
rathnefs of party ; by the influence that
the firft fuccefles-of the confederate arms
.gave to our minifters ; and the popula-
rity that.they gave, if I may fay fo, to
-the war; by antient, ‘and " frefth refent-
ments, which the unjuft and violent ufur-
pations, in fhort the whole condu@ of
-Lewis the fourteenth for forty - years
together, his haughty treatment of other
‘princes and flates,: and even the ftyle
~of his court, had created : and. to men-
tion no more, by a notion, ' groundlefs
but prevalent, that -he was and would
-be mafter, as long as his grandfon was
king of Spain; and that there could be
-no cffe@ual. meafure taken, tho the
-grand alliance fuppofed that there might,
to prevent a future union of. the two mo-
narchies, as long as a prince of the houfe
of Bourbon fat .on the Spanith throne.
‘That fuch a_notion : fhould have prevail-
ed, in the firft confufion of thoughts.
) Fg4 which
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which the death and will of CaAksiss
the fécord produced among the gene-
rality of men, who faw the fleets 2ed -
* armies of France take pofleflion of #ll
the parts 'of the Spaniflh monarchy, is
not Yo bt wondéred at, by thofe that
confider how ill the generality of maf-
kind ar¢ informéd, how incapable they
are of judgihg, and yet how ready %0
pronounce. judpment; in fine, how dn-
cOnﬁ&emtely they follow one ahother
sin any popular qpinién which ithe
heads of party broach,.-or to which the
firft -appearancesof things have given oc-
~cafion. -But, ‘even at this time, thecoun-
-cils -of England and Holland did ot en-
tertdin-this-nbtion. They cted dn quife
«énather, as.might ‘be fhewn in ‘m4ny in-
~A¥ances, -if any ‘other ‘befides 'thit bf ‘the
-grand ailiahcewas meceflary. Wehenthefe
‘couticils 'therefore feemed to entertain
-this 'notion afterwards, 'end ‘acted and
took -engagerhents to -ad ‘updn it, 'We
-muft-conclude-that they -Had «6ther mo-
. tives,
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tives. ‘They could aoct have thefe; for
they knew, that a5 the Spatiards had
been driven by the two treatics of pere
tition to give their mosarchy to a prince
of tht houfe of Bourbon, fo they wert
driven mto the arms of France by the
woar chiat we imade to farce a thisd upe
on than, I we ated nightly on the
Jprinciples of the grand alliance, they 28>
ed rightly on thale of the will: and &
we could not avoid making an offenfive
war, at the expence of forming and main-
taining a vaft confederacy, they could not
avoud puschafing the prbteftion and aflift-
amoe of France in a defenfive war, and
dng to-what T hive forkewhere bferved
already, by yiclding ite the authatity and
admittingrthe infhieace of ithatcaurt in.all
" the affairs wf ‘their ;gowernment.  One
minifters knewthesefore, -that:if anyin-
tferance wres to ibe drawn fxom the firft
rpavtiof -this;nntion, dtaeas for fhortning,
wutiprolenging, she'man; &rdslmnt?;
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the Spaniards as foon as poffible from ha-
bits of union and intimacy with France;
not for continuing them under the fame
neceflity; till by length of time thefe ha-

bits thould be confirmed. As to the lat-

~ter part of this notion, they knew that it
was falfe, and filly. GarTn, the beft
‘natured ingenious wild man I ever knew,
anight be in the right,” when he faid,

“in’fome of his poems at that time,

’ . =.An Auftrian Prince alome
Is.fit ta nod upon a Spanifb throme.

“The fetting an Auftrian prince upon it,
was, no- doubt, the fureft expedient to
prevent an union of the two monarchies
of France and Spain ; juftasfettinga prince
. ‘of the.houfe of Bourbon, on that throne,

~ 'was. the fureft expedient to prevent an
- "union of the Imperialand Spanith crowns.
-But it was equally falfe to fay, in either
“eafe, that this was the fole expedient. It
would be no paradox, but a propofition
eaﬁly proved, . to advance, that if thefe
unions
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unions had been effeGtually provided a-
gainft, the general intereft of Europe
“would have been little concerned whether
Puirip or CHARLES had noded at Ma-
drid. It would be likewife no paradox to
fay, that the contingency of uniting France
and Spam under the fame prince appeared
more remote, about the middle of the
laft great war, when the dethronement
of PuiL1p in favour of CHARLEs was
@adc a’ condition of peace fing qua nen,
than the contingency of an union of the
‘Imperial and Spanith crawns, ' Nay, [
know not whether it would be a paradox
to affirm, that the expedient that was ta-
‘ken, ‘and that was always obvious to be
‘taken, of excluding PHiL1p and his race
“from the fucceffion of France, by creat-
‘ing an intereft in all the other princes of
" the blood, and by confequence a party in
‘ France itfelf for their exclufion, when~
-ever the cafe fhould happen, was not in
-it’s nature more effectual than any that

pould have been taken: and fome muft
a have
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have been taken, nat only to exclude
CrARLE§ from tfle empire whenever the
cafe fhould happen that happened foon,
the death of his brather JosePy withous
‘iffue male, byt his pofterity likewife in -
all futyre va,ca,nsiqs.gs the imperia throne.
The expedient that was taken againft
Prisir at the treaty of Utrecht, they
* who oppofed the peace attempted to'ni-
- dicule ; but forme of them have had occa-
fion finge that time to fee, tho the cafe
has got happened, .ho.\v@ﬁ'@@ml ityould.
frave been if it had : ande, who fhovld
go shoutto sidiculejt pfter opr p¥perience,
- wouldonlymake himfelf ridicyloys. Not=
 withftanding all this, he, hograntports
himfelf back to that time, mpft acknow-
ledgs, thatthe.confederated powers in ge-
meral canld ot bptbe of GAR T's mind,
And think it mare agresable to the com-
_mon intereft .of Fucope, that.a brangh
«of Auftrja, than p branch of Bouchoo,
dhoyld gather the $panith fucceflop,

‘and that :the  maritime powess, as
- o they
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they atécalted Snpettinthtly eough with
fefett 't6 the Tuperiority 6f Great Britaih,
snight chink it Was Yor their particalar ine
terett to have 2 prite, dependant for Yorne
tine at teaft 'on chem, king of Spain, tas
ther ‘than 4 privcé Whofe dépendatice, a5
lé‘n‘g 2% hie ftdod §n‘any, thoft be tratarafty
oh Fratice. 1'do not By, 45 fome have
donk, A prifice Whofe family ‘Was an -old
alty, ‘rither than ‘a pritiee whofe Fanily
Wias an old enemy ; becmafe 1 tay mb
Yoeight on the ‘gratitide ‘of princes, ‘andl
% % triuch perfadded thit “#h Auftriah
king of Spainwould Havenade us Yetuirtis
of ‘thiat Tort 1n o dther propottion ‘thith
‘of *hiis ‘weirlt oF ifs, ‘a5 1 amh thdt Prr-
LYP ind 'his rice Will titake ‘fio ‘othet 'te-
‘tiitns-of the Tinie Toft 10 France. Ff'this
affalr hid beeh ¢titire thetdfore, -on'the.
‘death ‘of the ing ‘Sf 'Spain ; 4f we had
tiidde nio ‘pattition, ‘dr e aty Wwill, ‘the
\whle ‘ficitarcty ‘df Spin ‘would 'Have
‘Been'itic prize to'Be fotight ‘R ¢ “arid ‘otlr
“williés, “and 'fudh ¢ffofts 15 e ‘wers dble

‘2 : to
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* to make, in the moft unprovided conditior
imaginable, muft have been on the ﬁdc
of Auftria. But it was far from bemg
entire. A prince of the houfe of Auftria
might have been on the fpot, before the .
king of Spain died, to gather his_fuccef-
fion ; but inftead of this a prince of the
houfe of Bourbon was there foon after-
wards, and took poffefion of the whole
monarchy to which he had been_called
by the late king’s will, and by the voice
of the Spanith nation. ‘The councils of
England and Holland therefore prefcrred
very wxfcly, by their engagements in the
grand allxance, what ,Was more pra&xca—
- ble tholefs ehgxble, to what they, deemed
‘more eligible, but faw_become by _the
courfe of events, if not abfolutely ime
pracicable, yet an enterprize of more
length, more difficulty, and greater ex-
pence of blood and treafure, than thefe
nations were able to bear ; or than they
ought to bear, when their fecurity and
that of thc reft of Europe. might be fuf-

ﬁcxent{y
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ficiently provided for at a cheaper rate.’
If the confederates could not obtain, by.
the force of their arms, the ends of the
war, laid down in the grand alliance, to'
what purpofe would it be to ftipulate fot;
more 7 And if they were able toobtair
 thefe; it was evident that, whilft they dif-
membered the Spanith: monarchy, they
mutt reduce the power of France. . This
happened; the Low Countries were con
quered ; the Freach were. driven out of
Germany. and Italy: and Lewis the
fourteenth, who had folong and ‘o late-
ly fet mankind at deﬁancc ‘was reduced
to fuc for peace.
R Lo {
Ir it hadbce’n. granted him in one thou-
fand feven hundred and fix, on what foot
muft it have been granted ?* The. alliep
had already in their power all the ftates
that were to compofe the reafonable fatif~
faGtion for the emperor. Ifay, in their
power ; becaufe” tho Naples and -Sicily
- were not actually reduced at that .time,
' yet
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yet the expulfion of the French out of
Italy, and the difpafition of the people of
thofe kingdoms, confidered, it was plain
the allies might reduce them whea they
.pleafed. The coofedenate arms were (i
perior till then in Spain,and feveral poow
vinces acknowledgod Cuaryes the third.
If the reft bad betn yiclded to him by
 toenty, all ‘that the new plan requised bad
becn cbtsised. If the French would
wot et bave zhandaned PriL1p, as we
had fonad that the: Cadtilians would nat
everi when onr anny was at Madeid, ail
thet the oid pla, the plan of the grand
alliance required, had been abtpined ; bat
fill France and Spain had given nothmg ,
to purchafe @ peroe, and they werein
gircumflences mot to exped it without
gparchafing it. They-would have punchafod
it, myslard : and France, aswell as/Spain,
swaiild have contributed @ darger thascaf
the price, :rather than continue the we=
in her rexhanfted fige. Buch a treaty.of
poaoe wanld hawe ibeen a: uhm:lmaty of

partition
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" partition indeed, but vaftly preferable to
the two former. The great objetion to
the two former was drawn from that
confiderable increafe of dominion, which
the crown of France, and not a branch
of the houfe of Bourbon, acquired by
them. Iknow what may be faid fpcci-
ouﬂy enough to perfuade, that fuch an in«
creafc of dominion would not have aug-
mented, but would rather have weakened
the power of France, and what examples
may be drawn from hiftory to countenance
fuch an opinion. ¥ know likewife, that
the compa& figure of France, and the con-
tiguity of all her provinces, make a very
effential part of the force of her monarchy.
Had the defigns of CuARLES the eighth,
Lswis the twelfth, Francis the firft,
and HEnRrY the fecond, fucceeded, the do-
minions of France would have been more
extenfive, and I believe the ftrength of
her monarchy would have been lefs. I
have fometjmes thought that even the lofs
of the battle of St. QuenTIN, Which
G obliged
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obliged HENRY the fecond to recal the
duke of Guist with hisarmy out of Italy,
was in this refpe& no unhappy event. But
the reafoning which is good, I think,when
applied to thofetimes, will not hold when
applied to ours, and to the cafe I confider
here ; the ftate of France, the ftate of her
neighbours, and the whole conftitution
of Europe being fo extremely different.
The objection therefore to the two trea-
ties of partition had a real weight. The
power of France, deemed already exor-
bitant, would have been increafed by this
acceflion of dominion, in the hands of
Lewis the fourteenth : and the ufe. he
intended to make of it, by keeping Italy
and Spain in awe, appears in the article
that gave him the ports on the Tufcan
coaft, and the province of - Guipufcoa.
This king WiLL1AM might, and I quef-
tion not did fee; but that prince might
think teo, that for this very reafon LEw1s
the fourteenth would adhere, in allevents,
to.the treaty of partition : and that thefe

con-
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confequences were more remote, and
would be lefs dangerous, than thofe of
making no partition at all. The partition,
" eventhe worft that mxght have been made,
by a treaty of peace in one thoufand feven
hundred and fix,would have been the very
reverfe of this. France would have been
weakened, and her enemies ftrengthened,
by her conceffions on the fide of the Low
Countries, of Germany, and Savoy.. If
a prince of herroyal family had remained
in poffeffion of Spain and theWeft-Indies,
no. advantage would have accrued to
her by it, and effe&ual bars would have
been oppofed to an union of the two .mo-
narchies. The houfe of Auftria would
have had a reafonable fatisfation for that
{hadow of right, which a former partition
gave her. She had no other after the
will of CHARLES the fecond : . and this
.may be juftly termed a fhadow, fince
England, Holland and France could con-
fer no real right to the Spanifh fuccef~
fion, nor to any part of it. She had de-
G2 clined
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clined acceding to that partition, before
France departed from it, and would have
preferred the Italian provinces, without
'Spain and the Welt-Indies, to Spain and
the Weft-Indies without the Italian pro-
vinces. The Italian provinces would have
fallen to her fhare by this partition. The
particular demands of England and Hol-
land would have fuffered no difficulty,
and thofe that we were obliged by treaty
to make for others would have beea eafy
to adjuft. 'Would not this have been e-
nough, my lord, for the public fecurity,
for the common intereft, and for the
glory of our arms? To have humbled
and reduced in five campaigns a power
that had difturbed and infuited Europe al-
‘moft forty years ; to have reftored, in fo .
fhort a time, the balance of power in Eu-
rope to a fufficient point of equality, af-
ter it had been more than fifty years, that
is from the treaty of Weftphalia, in a gra-
dual deviation from this point ; in (hort
10 have retrieved in one thoufand feven
L hun-
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hupdred and fix, 3 game that was be-
come defperate at the beginning of the
century. To have done all this, before
the war had exhaufted our ftrength, was
the utmoft fure that any man could defire
who intended the public good alone : and
no honeft reafon ever was, nor ever will be
given, why the war was protracted any
longer? why we neither made peace after
a fthort, vigorous and fuccefsful war, nor
put it entirely out of the powerof France
to continue at any ratea long one? I have
faid, and it is true, that this had been en-
tirely out of her power, if we had given
greater intefruption to the commerce of
old and new Spain, and if we had hin-
dered France from importing annually,
from the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and two, fuch immenfe treafures as
the did'import by the fhips fhe fent, with
the permiffion of Spain, to the South Sea.
It has been advanced, and it is a common
opinion, that we were reftrained by the
jealoufy of the Dutch from making ufe of
G 3 the



86 A Sketch of the HisTorY

the liberty given by treaty to them and us,
and which, without hisimperial majefty’s
leave, fince weentered into the war, we
might have taken, of making conquefts
. in the Spanifh Weft-Indies.  Be it fo.
- But to go to the South Seas, to trade there
if we could, to pillage the Weft-Indies
without making conquefts if we could
not, and whether we traded or whether
we pillaged, to hinder the French from
trading there ; was a meafure that would
have given, one ought to think, no jea-
loufy to the Dutch, who might, anditis
to be fuppofed would, havétaken their part
in thefe expeditions ;- or if it had given
them jealoufy, what'could they have re-
plied when a Britith minifter had told
them: ¢Thatit little became them to find
- ¢ fault that we traded with or pillaged-the
¢ Spaniards in theWeft-Indies to the detri-
¢.ment of our common enemy, whilft we
¢ connived at them who traded with this
¢ enemy, to his and their great advantage,
¢ againft our rcmonﬁrances, and in viola~
’ ¢ tion
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¢ tion of the condition upon which we had
< given the firftaugmentation of our forces
¢ in the Low Countries?’ We mighthave
purfued this meafure notwithftanding any
engagement that we took by the treaty
with Portugal, if I remember that treaty
right: but inftead of this, we wafted our
forces, and fquandered millions after mil-
lions in fupporting our alliance with this
crown, and in purfuing the chimerical pro-
jec which was made the object of this al-
liance. I callit chimerical, becaufe it was
equally fo, to expect a revolution in fa-
vour of CraRLES the third on the flender
authority of fuch a trifler as the admiral of
Catftile ; and when this failed us to hope
to conquer Spain by the affiftance of the
Portuguefe, and the revolt of theCatalans, -
Yet this wasthe foundation upon which the
new plan of the war wasbuilt, and fo ma-
. ny ruinous engagements were taken.
The particular motives of private meh,
as well as of princesand ftates, to protract
the war, are partly known, and partly
G 4 guefled
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guefied at this time. But whenever that
time comes, and I am perfuaded it will
come, when their fecret motives, their
fecret defigns, and intrigues, can be laid
_open, I prefume to fay to your lord(hip
that the- moft confufed fcene of iniquity,
and folly, that it is poffible to imagine,
will appear, In the mean while, if your
lordfhip confiders only the treaty of bar-
ricr, as my lord TowNsHEND figned it,
withont, nay in truth, againft orders;
for the duke of MARLEOROUGH, tho
joint plenipotentiary, did not : if you con-
Aider the famous preliminaries of one
thounfand feven hundred and nine, which
we made 2 mock thew of ratifying, tho
we knew that they would not be accept-
ed; for fo the marquisof Torcy had told
the penfionary before he left the Hague,
as the faid marquis has affured me very
often fince that time : if you enquire into
the anecdotes of Gertruydenberg, and
if you confult other authentic papers
that are extant, your lordfhip will fee
3 : the
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the policy of the new plan, I think, in
this light, Tho we had refufed, before
the war began, to enter into engage-
ments for the conqueft of Spain, yet
as foon as it began, when the reafon of
things was flill the fame, for the fuccefs
of our firft campaign cannot be faid to
heve altered it, wo entered into thefe
very engagements. By the treaty where-
in we. took thefe engagements firft,
Portugal . was brought into the grand
. alliance; that is, fhe confented to em-
ploy her formidable forces againft Purrip,
at the expence of England and Holland :
provided we would debar-ourfelves from
making any acquifitions, and the houfe
of Auflcia promife, thit (he fhould ac-
quire mapy important. places in Spain,
and an immenfc extent of country in
America; By fuch bargains as this, the
whole confederscy was formed, and held
together. Such means were indeed effe- -
‘Gual to multiply encmies to France and
Spain; buta proje@ fo extenfive and fo
difficult
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difficult as to make many bargains of this

kind neceffary, and neceffary for a great

number of years, and for avery uncertain

‘event; wasa projet into which, for this ve-

ry reafon, England and Holland fhould

not have entered. It is worthy your obfer-

vation, my lord, that thefe bad bargains
would not have been continued, as they

were almoft to our immediate ruin, if the

war had not been protracted under the pre-
tended :neceffity of reducing the whole

Spanith monarchy to the obedience of the
houfeof Auftria. Now, as nootherconfe-
derate except Portugal was to receive-his
xecompence by any difmemberment. of
dominions in old or new Spain, -the en-
- ‘gagements we took to. conquer thiswhole
anonarchy had nowvifible neceflary caufe,
but the procuring the acceffion -of this
~ power, that.was already neuter; ‘to the
grand alliance. ‘This acceffion, - as I have
faid before, ferved only to make us negle&
immediate- and ‘certain advantages, for
-remote and uncertain hopes ;. and chufe
: to
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to attempt the conqueft of the Spanifth
nation at our own vaft expence, whom
we might have ﬁiged, and by ftarving,
reduced both the French and them, at
their expence, '

Icarrep the neceflity of reducing
the whole Spanith monarchy to the obe- -
dience of the houfe of Autftria, a pretend-
ed neceffity: 'and pretended it was, not
real, without doubt. But I am aptto think
your lordfhip may go further, and find
fome reafons to fufpect, that the opinion
itfelf of'this neceflity was not very real,
in the minds of thofe who urged it ; in
the minds I would fay of the able men
among them; for that it was real in fome
of our zealous Britith politicians, I do
them the juftice to believe. Your lord-
thip may find reafons to fufpe&t perhaps,
that this opinion was fet up rather to oc-
cafion a diverfion of the forces of France,
and to furnith pretences for prolonging
the war for other ends,

3 - Berore
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. Beroxe the year one thoufand feven
hundred and ten; the war was kept
alive with alternate fuccefs in Spain;
and it may be faid therefore, that the
defign of conquering this kingdom con-<
tinued, as well as the hopes of fucceeding.
But why then did the States General re-
fufe, in one thoufand feven hundred and
niie, to admit an article in the barrier
treaty, by which they would have obliged
themfelves to procure the whole Spanith
monarchy to the houfe of Auftria, when
that zealous politician my lord Town-
suEND prefled them to it 2. If their opi~
nion of the neceflity of carrying on the
war, till this point could be obtained,
was real ; why did they rifque the ime~
menfe advantages given them with fo
much profufe generofity by this treaty,
rather than confent to an engagement that
'was fo conformable to their opinion ?

ArTER the year on¢ thoufand feven
hundred and ten, -it will net be faid, I
, - pre-
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- prefume, that the war could be fapported

in Spain with any profpect of advantmge
on our fide. We had fufficiently experi.
enced how little ‘dependance could be

had on the vigour of the Pcrtnguezc;

and how firmly the Spanifh nation in ge-
neral, the Caftiltansin particular, were at-
tached to Puirip. Our armics had been
twice at Madrid, this prince. had beea
twice driven from his capital, his rival
had been there, none ftirred in favour of
the vi&orious, all withed and a@ed for
the vanquifhed. Infhort, the falthood of
all thofc lures, by which we had been en-
ticed to make war in Spain, had appeared
fufﬁcient\ly in one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fix; but was {o grofily evident
in one thoufand feven hundred and ten,
that Mr. CraGis, who was fent towards
the end of that year by Mr. STANROPE
into England, on commiffions that he ex-
ccuted with mach good fenfe and much
addrefs, owned to me: that in Mr, STAN-
HOPE’s opinion, and he was not apt tode-
fpond



94 A Sketch of the Hls'ro#y

fpond of fuccefs, efpecially in the execu-
tion of his own projects, nothing could
be done more in Spain, the general at-
tachment of the people to PuiLp, and
their averfion to CHARLEs confidered #
that armies of twenty or thirty thoufand
men might walk about that country till
doem’s-day, fo he exprefled himfelf, with-
out effe®: that wherever they came, the
people would fubmit to CHARLESs the
third out of terror, and as foon as they
were gone, proclaim PrrLIp the fifth a-
gain out of affetion : that to conquer Spain
required a greatarmy; and to keepit, a

- greater,

Was it poffible, after this, to thinkin
‘good earneft of conquering Spain, and
could they be in good eameft who centi-
nued to hold the fame language, and to

_infift on the fame meafures?. Could they
. be fo irf the following year, when the em-
peror JosePn died? CHARLES was be-
come then the fole furviving male of the

houfe
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houfeof Auftria, and fucceededtotheem-

pire as well as to all the hereditary domi-

nions of that family, Could they be in

earncft, who maintained even in this con-

jun@ure, that ¢ no peace could be fafe, ho-
< norable, or lafting, fo long as the king-

¢ dom of. Spain and the Weft-Indies re-

¢ mained in the poffeffion of any branch
< of the houfe of Bourbon? Did they

mean that CHARLESs fhould be emperor

and king of Spain? In this proje they

would have had the allies againft them.

Did they mean to call the duke of Savoy

“to the crown of Spain, or to beftow it on
fome other prince? In this project they

 would have had his imperial- majefty
- againft them. In either cafe the confede-
racy would havebeen broken: and how
then would they have continued the war?
- Did they mean nothing, or did they mean
fomething more than they owned, fome-
thing more than to reduce the exorbitant
powet of France, and to force the whole
Spamih
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Spanifh monarchy out of the houfe of
Bourbon ? .

BoTH thefe ends might have keen ob-
tained at Gertraydenberg : why were they
net obtained? Read the preliminaries of
onc thoufand feven hundred and nine,
which were made the foundation of this
. treaty. * Inform yourfelf of what pafled

there, and obferve what followed. Your
lordfhip will remain aftonithed. I remain
“fo every time I refle@ upon them, the
I faw thefe things at ne very great di-
flance, even whilft they were in tranfadii-
on; and tho ¥ know moft certainly that
France loft two years before, by the
little fkill and addrefs of her principal
* minifter, in anfivering overtures made
during the fiege of Lifle, by a prin-
cipal perfon among the allies, fuch an
opportunity, and fuch a correfpondence,
as would have removed fome of the ob-
ftacles that lay now in her way, have pre<
vented others, and have procured her

* CHAMILLARD. peace.
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peace. An equivalent for the thirty-fe-
venth article of the preliminaries, that
is, for the ceflion of Spain and the Weft-
Indies, was the point to be difcufled at
Gertruydenberg. Naples and Sicily, ' or
even Naples and Sardinia would have con-
tented the French, at leaft they would have
accepted them as the equivalent. Buvs
and VANDERDUSSEN, who treated with
them, reported this to the minifters of the

allies : and it was upon this occafion that =~

the duke of MARLBoROUGH, as Buys
himfelf told me, took immediately the
lead, and congratulated the affembly on
the near approach of a peace; faid, that
- fince the French were in this difpofition,
it was time to confider what further de-
mands fhould be made upon them, ac-
cording to the liberty referved in the pre-
liminaries; and exhqrted all the minifters
of the allies to adjuft their feveral ulterior
pretenfions, and to preparetheir demands.

THis proceeding, and what followed,
Vor, IL H put
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put me in mind of that of the Romans
with the Carthaginians. The former were -
refolved to confent to no peace till Car-
thage was laid in ruins. They fet a treaty
~ however on foot, at the requeft of their
old enemy, impofed fome terms, and re-
ferred them to their generals for the reft.
Their generals purfued the famemethod,
‘apd by referving ftill a right of making
ulterior demands, they reduced the Cartha-
ginians at laft to the neceflity of abandon-
ing their city, or of continuing the warafter
they had given up their arms, their ma-
chines, and their fleet, in hopes of peace.

France faw thefnare, and refolvedto
fun any rifque rather than to be caught
in it. 'We continued to demand, under
pretence of fecuring, the ceflion of Spain
and the Weft-Indies; that LEwis the
fonrteenth fhould take on him to dethrone

“his grandfon in the fpace of two months;
and if he did noteffet it in thattime, that
we fhould be at liberty to renew the war,

' ' without
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without reftoring the places that were to be
putinto our hands according to the preli-
minarias ; which were the moft important
places France poflefled on the fide of the
Low ‘Countries. LEw1s offered toabandon
his grandfon ; and, if he could not prevail
on him to refign, to furnith money to the
allies, whomight at tlie expence of France
force him toevacuate Spain. The propofi-
tion made by the allies had an air of inhu-
manity; and the reft of mankind might
be fhocked to fec the grandfather obliged
to make war on his grandfon. But Lew1s
the fourtsenth had treated mankind with
too much inhumanity in his profperous
days, to haveany reafon to complain even
of this propofition. His people indeed,
whoase apt to have great partiality for their
kings, might pity his diftrefs. This hap-
pened, and he found his account in it.
Puivip muft have evacnated Spain, I
think, notwithftanding hisown obftinacy,
the {pirit of his queen, and the sefolyte
attachment of the Spaniards, if his grand- .
Hz2- father
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father had infifted, and been in earneft to
force him: but if this expedient was, as it
was, odious, why did we prefer to conti-
nue the war againft France and Spain, ra-
ther than accept the other? why did we
neglec the opportunity of reducing, ef-
feGtually and immediately, the exorbitant
power of France, and of rendering the
conqueft of Spain practicable? both which
might have been brought about, and con-
fequently the avowed ends of the war
" might have been anfweréd, by accepting
the expedxent that France offered. ¢ France, -
¢ it was faid, was not fincere : the meant
¢ nothing more than to amufe; and divide.’
This  reafon was given at the time; but
- fome of thofe who gave it then, I have
feen afhamed to infift on it fince. France
was not in condition to act the part the
had aced in former treaties: and her di-
ftrefs was no bad pledge of her fincerity
on this occafion. But'there was a better
ftill. The ftrong places that fhe muft
have put ‘into the hands "of the allies,
would
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would have expofed her, on the leaft
breach of faith, to fee, not her frontier
alone, but even the provinces that lie be-
hind'it, defolated: and prince EuGENE
might have had the fatisfaction, it is faid,
Iknow nothow truly,hedefired, of march-
ing with the torch in hishand to Verfailles..

Your' lordfhip will obferve, that the.
conferences at Gertruydenberg ending in
the manner they did, the inflexibility of
- the allies gave new life and fpirit to the

~ French and Spanifh nations, diftrefled and
exhaufted as they were. ‘The troops of
the former withdrawn out of Spain, and
the Spaniards left to defend themfelves as
they could, the Spaniards alone obliged us
to retreat from Madrid, and defeated us in
our retreat. But your lordfhip may think
perhaps, as I do, that if LEw1s the four-
teenth had bound himfelf by a folemntrea-
ty to abandon his grandfon, had paida fub-
fidy to dethrone him, and had confented
.toacknowledgeanother king of Spain, the

H; Spa-
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Spaniards would not have exerted the fame-
zeal for PurLip; the a&ions of Alme-
nara and Saragoffa might have been
deciftve, and thofe of Brihuega and Villa
Viciofd would not have happened. After
all thefe events, how could any reafonable
man expeltthat a war fhould be fupport-
ed with advantage in Spain, to which the
court of Vienna had contributed nothing
from the firft, fearce bread to their arch-
duke; which Portugal waged faintly and
with deficient quotas, and which the
Dutch had in a mmanner renounced, by
neglecting to recruit their forces ? How
was CHARLES to be placed on the Spanifh
throne, or ParL1p at leaft to be driven out
of it? By the fuccefs of the confederate
arms in other parts? But what fuccefs,
fufficient to this purpofe, could weexpeét?
‘This queftion may be anfwered beft, by
ﬂ)ewmg what faccefs we ha'd

- PorTUGAL and Savoy did nothing
before the death of the emperor Josern;
‘ and
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and declared in form, asfoon as he was
dead, that they would casry on the war
no longer to fet the crown of Spain onthe
head of CHARLES, fince this would be to
fight againft the very principle they had
fought for. The Rhine was a fcene of
ima@ion. The fole efforts, that were to
bring about the great event of dethroning
Puivrip, were thofe which the duke of
MARLBOROUGH Wwas able to make. He.
took three towns in one thoufand feven
hundred and ten, Aire, Bethune, and St.
Venant: and one, Bouchain, in one thou-
fand feven hundredandeleven. Now this
conqueft being in fact the only one the
confederates made that year, Bouchain
may be faid properly and truly to have
coft our nation very near feven millions
~ fterling ; for your lordfhip will find, Ibe-
lieve, that the charge of the war for that
year amounted to no lefs. It is true that
the duke of MARLBOROUGH had pro-
pofed a very great projeét, by which in-
curfions would have been made during the
H 4 wine
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winter into France; the next campaign
might have been opened early onourfide;
and feveral other great and obvious advan-
tagesmight have been obtained: but the
Dutchrefufed tocontribute, even lefs than
their proportion, for the queenhad offered -
totake the deficiency on herfelf, to theex~
pence of barracks and forage; and difap-

pointed by their obftinacy the whole
defign.

Wz were then amufed with vifionary
{chemes of marching our whole army, in
a year or two more, and after a town or
two more were taken, . direétly to Paris,
oor atleaft into the heart of France. But
was this fo eafy or fo furea game? The
‘French expected we would play it. Their
.generals had vifited the feveral pofts they
‘might take, when our army fhould enter
.France, to retard, to incommode, to di-
Atrefs usin our march, and eyen to make
-a decifive ftand and to give us battle.
I take what fay here from indifputable

authority,
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authority, that of the perfons canfulted and
employed in preparing for this great di-
ftrefs. Had we been beaten, or had
we been forced to retire towards our
own frontier in the Low Countries, af-
ter penetrating into France, the hopes
on which we protracted the war would
have been' difappointed, and I think the
moft fanguine would have then repent-
ed refufing the offers made at Gertray-
denburg.  But if we had beaten the
French, for it was fcarce lawful in thofe
days of our prefumption to fuppofe the
contrary ; would the-whole monarchy of
Spain have been our immediate and cer-
tain prize ? Suppofe, and I fuppofeit on
good grounds, my lord, that the French
had refolved to defend their country inch
by inch, and that Lew1s the fourteenth
had determined to retire with his court
to Lions or elfewhere, and to defend
the paflage of the Loire, when he
could no- longer defend that of the
Seine, rather than fubmit to the terms

3 , impofcd ,
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impofed on him : what thould we have
done in this cafe? Muft we not have
accepted fuch a peace as we had re-
fufed ; or have protratted the war tilt
we had conquered France firft, in or-
der to conquer Spain afterwards ? Did
we hope for revolutians in France 2 We
had hoped for them in Spain: and we
fhould have been bubbles of our hopes
in both. ‘That there was a fpirit raifed
againft the governmient of LEwis ‘the
fourteenth, in his court, nay in his fa-
mily, and that ftrange fchemes of pri-
vate ambition were formed and form-
ing  there, I cannot doubt: and fome
effe@s of this f{pirit produced per- -
baps the greateft mortifications that
he fuffered in the latter part of his
. rergn. o

A r1GHT inftance of this fpirit is all

I will quote at this time. I fupped in
the year one thoufand feven hundred
and fifteen, at a houfe in France, where
two
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two * perfons of no fmall figure, who
had bceu in great company that night,
arrived very late. The converfation
turned on the events of the precedent
war, and the negotiations of the late
peace. In the procefs of the converfa-
tien, onc of them < broke loofe, and
faid, directing his difcourfe to me, Fous
auriez pu nous ecrafer dans ce temps-la :
pourquai me Favez wous pus fait?. 1 an-
{wered him coolly, Par ce que dins ce
temps-la, nows wavons: plus craint vitre
puwiffance. ‘This anecdote, too trivial for
hiftory, may find its place in a letter,
and may ferve to confirm what 1 have
admitted, that there were perfons even
in France, who expefted to find their
private account in the diftre(s of their
country, But thefe perfons were a few,
men of wild imaginations and ftrong
paffions, more enterprizing than capable,
and of more name than credit.  In ge-
* The dukes de la FEuiLLADE and MarTEMAR.
4 La Feurane, (
: neral,
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neral, ‘the endeavours of Lewis the
fourteenth, and the facrifices he offered to
make in order to obtain a.peace, had at-
tached his people more than ever to him :
and if LEwis had determined not to go
farther than he had offered at Gertruy-
denberg;, in abandoning his grandfon,
the French nation would not have aban-
doned him, .

BuT to refume what I have faid or
hinted already, the neceflary confequences
of protracting the war in order to de-
throne PuiL1p, from the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and eleven inclufive-
ly, could be no other than thefe: our de-
fign of penetrating into France might
have been defeated, and have become. fa-
tal to us by a reverfe of fortune: our
firft fuccefs might not have obliged the
French to fubmit; and we might have
had France to conquer, after we had
failed in our firft attempt to conquer
- Spain, and even in order to proceed to a
fecond : the French might have fubmit-

: ted,
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~ ted, and the Spaniards not ; and whilft
the former had been employed to force
the latter, according to the fcheme of the
allies; or whilt, the latter fubmitting like-
wife, PuiL1p had evacuated Spain, the

‘high allies might have gone together by
the ears about dividing the fpoil, and dif-
pofing of the crown of Spain.  To thefe
iffues were things brought by protracting
the war ; by refufing to make peace, on
the principles of the grand alliance at
worft, in one thoufand feven hundred
and fix ; and by refufing to grant it, even
on thofc of the new plan, in one thou-
fand feven hundred and ten.  Such con-
tingent cvents as I have mentioned ftood
in profpect before us. The end of the
war was removed out of fight ; and they,
who clamoured rather than argued for
the continuation of it, contented them-
felves to affirm that France was not e-
nough reduced, and that no peace ought
to be made as long as aprince of the
houfe of Bourbon remamcd on the Spanith

- throne,
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throne., When they would think France
. enough reduced, it was mpoﬁihle to
guefs. Whether they intended to join
the Imperial and Spanith crowas on the
head of CrarLEs, whe had declared his
irrevocable refolution to continue the war
till the conditions infifted upon at Ger-
- truydenberg were obtained ? whether
they intended to beflow Spain and the
Indies on fome ather prince ? and how
this great alteration in their own plan
fhould be effeted by common confent ?
how poficflion fhould be given to
CuaRrLES or to anydther prince, not only
of Spain but of all the Spanith dominions
out of Europe; where.the attachment to
PaiL1p wasat leaft as frong as inCatlile,
and where it would ftot be fo eafy, the di-
ftance and extent of thefe dominions con~
fidered, to oblige the Spaniards to fubmit
1o another gavernment ? Thefe points, and
amany more equally neceflary to be deter-
mined, and equally difficult ¢o prepare,
‘were neither determined nor prepared ;

‘ ' - fo
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fo that we were reduced to carry on the
war, after the death of the emperor Jo-
sEPH, withoutany pofitive {cheme agreed
to as the fcheme-of the futare peace by
the allies. That of the grand alliance,
we had long before renounced. That of
the new plan was become incligible; and
if it had been cligible, it would have
been impracticable, becaufe of the divi-
fion it would have created among the al-
kies themfelves : feveral of whom would -
not have confented, notwithftanding his
irrevocable refolution, that the emperor
fhould be king of Spain. I know mot
what part the protra&ers of the war, in
the depth of their policy, intended to
take. Our natipn had contributed, and
aced fo long under the direftion of their
councils, for the grandeur of the houfe
of Auftria, like one of the hereditary
kingdoms ufarped by that family, that i
is lawful to think their intention might be
to unite the Imperial and Spanifh crowns.
But I rather think they had no very de-
3 terminate
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terminate view, beyond that of continu-
ing the war as long as they could. The
Iate lord OxFoRrb told me, that my lord
SoMEeRs being prefled, I know not on
what occafion nor by whom, on the un-
neceflary and ruinous continuation of the -
war ; inftead of givingreafons to thew the
neceflity of it, contented himfelf to reply,
that he had been bred up in a hatred of
France. This was a ftrange reply for a
wife man:and yet I know.not whether he
could havegiven a better then, or whether
any of his pupils could give a better now.

Tue whig party in general acquired
great and juft popularity, in the reign of
our CHARLEs the fecond, by the cla-
mour they raifed againft the condu& of
that prince in foreign affairs, They who
fucceeded to the name rather than the
principles of this party, after the revoluti-
on, and who have had the adminiftration
-of the government in their hands with very
little interruption ever fince, pretending to

ad

~



- -and S'ATE of EUROPE, Irj3

-a@ onthe fame principle, have run into an
extreme as vicious and as contrary to all -
the rules of good policy, as that which
their predeceflors exclaimed againft: The
. ©ld whigs complained of the inglorious fi~
gure we made, whilft our court was, the
bubble, ‘and our king the penﬁoner of
France; and mﬁﬁed that the growing am-
bitionand power of LEw1s the fourteenth
(hould be oppofed in time. The modern
.whigs boafted and ftill boaft, of the glori-_
.ous figure we made, whilft we reduced
ourfelves, by their councils, and under
.their-adminiftrations, to be the bubbles of
.our penfioners, thatis of our allies :-and
-whilft we meafured our efforts in war,
-and the continuation of them, without any
.regard to the interefts and abilities of our
own country ; without a juft and foberre-
;gard fuch an one as contemplates objects
.in their true light, and fees them in their
-true magmtude, to the general fyftem of
.power in Eyrope ; and, in fhort, witha
. prmcnpal regard merely to particular ints-
-Vor. I, 1 refts
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refts at home and abroad. Ifay at hiome
and abroad; becaufe it is not 1efs true; that

they have facrificed the wealth of ‘theif

country to the forming and mdintaining &
partyathome, than thatthey have dohe o
to the forming and maintaining, béyond
all pretences of neteffity, alliancesabtoad.
‘Thefe gentral affertions ay be eafily juf-
tified without having recoutfe to private

anecdotes, as your lordthip will ind when

you confider the whole feries of 6ur éon=
du in the two wars ; in that which pre-
'ceded, and that which fucceedsd imine-
' dlately the beginniing of the prefbnt con~
tury;. but above all in the laft of them.
In the adminiftrations that preceded the

revolution, trade had floutithed, and our .

nation had grown opulent : but the gene-
ral intereft of Burope had been too rauch
neglected by us; and flavery, undet the

umbrage of prerogative, had been well- ~

nigh eftablithed among us. In thofe that
have followed, taxes upon taxes, and
debts upon debts, have been perpetually

accu-
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accumulated, till a fmall number of fa-
milies have grown into immenfe wealth,
and national béggary has been brought
upon us ; under the fpecious pretences of
fupporting acomrhon caufe againft France,
rcducing het exorbitant power, and poiz- ..
ing that of Europe more equally in the
publit balance : laudable defigns no doubt,
- as far as they were real, but fuch as, be-
ing converted into mere pretences, have
been prodoctive of much evil ; fome of
which we feel and have long felt, and
fome will extend it’s confequences to our
lateft pofterity. The reign of prerogative
was fhort: and the evils and the ddngers,
to which we were expofed by it, ended
with it. But the reign of falfe and {quana
dering policy has lafted long, it lafts fll,
and will finally complete our ruin. Beg-
_ gary has been the confequence of fla«
very in fome countries : flavery will be
probably the confequence of beggafy in
ours; and if it is fo, we know at whofe
door to lay it. If we had finithed the
: I2 war
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war in one thoufand feven hundred and
fix, we fhould have reconciled, like a W1fc
pcop]c, our foreign and our domeftic in-
terefts as nearly as poffible : we fhould
have fecured the former fufficiently, and
not have facrificed the latter as entxrely
4s we did by the profecution of the.war
afterwards, You will not be able to fee
without aftonithment, how the charge of
the war encreafed yearly upon us from
the beginning. of it ; nor how immenfe
a fum we. paid in the courfe of it to fup-
ply the deficiencies of our confcdcrates.
Your aftonithment, and indignation too,

will increafe, when you come to coms

pare the. progrefs that was made from the
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix,
exclufively, with the expence of more,
' than thirty millions (I do not exaggerate,
tho T write upon memory), that this pro-,
grefs coft us, to the year. one thoufand,
feven hundred and eleven. mcluﬁvely
perfuadcd that 1t was blgh tlme to té:ke
2 . ’ Ihe

v A

i
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the .refolution of making peace, when:
the queen thought fit to change her mi-
niftry towards.the end of the year one
thoufand feven hundred and ten. It was
high time indeed to fave our country
from abfolute infolvency and bankruptey,
by putting ant end'to a fcheme-of  con-
dué&; which the prejudices of a party, the
whim{y of fome particalar men, the pri-
yate intereft of more,--and the-ambition
- and avarice: of -our allies, who had been
invited as. it 'were to a fcramble by the
.prelnmnanes of one thoufand feven hun:
_dred and nine, alone maintained.  The
perfons therefore, who came into power
~at this time, hearkened, and they did
well to hearken, to.the firft overtures that -
were made them.. The difpofition of

their enemies invited them to dofo, but
that of their friends, and that of a party at
home who had nurfed, and been nurfed
by the war, might have deterred them
from it; for the difficulties and dangers,
to whlch they muft be expofed in:carrying

13 for-
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forward this great work, could efcape
none of them. In a letter to 2 friend it
may be allowed me to fay, that they did
not efcape me: and that I forefaw, as
contingent but not improbable events, a
good part of what has happened to me
fince.” Tho it was a duty therefore that
we owed to our country, to deliver her
from the neceflity of bearing any longer
{o unequal a part in fo unneceflary a war,
yet was there fome degree of merit in
performing it. . I think fo flrangly in
this manner, I am fo incorrigible, my
lord, that if I could be placed in the fame
circumflarices again,- | would take the
fame refolution, and a& the fame part.
Age and experience’ might enable me to
‘act with more ability, and greater fkill ;
‘but all I have fuffered fince the death of
the queen fhould not hinder me from act-
ing. Notwithftanding this, I fhall not
be furprized if you'thipk that the peace
of Utrecht was not anfwerable to the fuc-
cefs of the war, nor to the efforts made
oo in
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in it, I think fo myfelf, and have ak-
ways owned, even when it was making
and made, that I thought fo. Since we

had commxttcd a fuccefsful folly, we
'pught to bave .reaped more advantage
from it than - we did : and whether we
had left Puivrip, or placed angther prince
" on the throns of Spain, we onght to have
reduced the power of France, and to have
ftrengthened her neighbours, much more
than we did. We cught to haye reduced
her power far generations to come, and
not to -have contented ourfelves with a
mementary reduction of it. France was .

exhaufled to a great degree of men and
money, and her government had no cre~
dit: but they, who took this for a fuffi-
cient reduction of ber power, Jooked but
a little way before them, and reafoned
too fuperficially, Several fuch there were
however ; far as it has been fzid, that
there is no extravigamey which fome
philofopher or other has not maintained,

fo your experience, young as you are,
I4 muﬂ:
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muft have fhewn you, that there is né
‘abfurd- extreme, into which our party-
polmclans of Great Britain are not proné
to fall, concerning thé¢ ftate and condu@
‘of publicaffairs, But if France was ex:
‘haufted ; fo were*we, and fo were the
Dutch.: Famine rendered her condition
‘much mote miferable than -ours, atoné
‘time, in appearance and in reality too.
" ‘But as foon as this accident; that had dif=
trefled the French and frightened’ LEwrs
‘the fourteenth to the utmoft degree; and
‘the immediate confcquencés ‘of ‘it weré
“over ; it was'obvious to obferve, tho few
made the obfervation, that whilft we weré
unableto raife in a year, by fome millions
atleaft, the expences of the year, theFrench
were willing and able to bear the impofiti2
on of the tenith, over and aboveall the other
taxes that had been laid uponthem, “This
obfervation® had the weight “it'deferved ;
‘and futely it déferved to have fome among
thofe who made'it, at the time fpoken of,
and who did not think that the war was to
el ak ’ { 1 bc
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, becontinuedas long as a parhamcnt -could
. beprevailed on to vote money. But fuppof=
. ing it to havedeforved none, fuppefing the:
power of France to have been reducedas; ’
low as you pleafc, with refpeét to. her in~:
ward ftate ; yet ftill I affirm, that fuch 2’
reducion could not- be ‘permane¢nt; and:
was not therefore -fufficient.. - Whoever
knows the nature of her government, the'

" temper of her people; and the natural ad~
. vantages {he has in commerce over all the:
 pations that furround- her, : knows thatan?
. arbitrary government, -and the tempér of
her people enable her. on . particular . oc<
cafions to throw off a load of: debt: much.
more eafily, and with confequences much:
lefs to be feared, than any of her neigh-
bours cani': ' that “altho, | in: the: genéral
courfe of things, trade be cramped and:
induftry vexed by this arbitrary govern~
ment, yet neither.one nor the other is op-
prefled; and the temper. of the people, and
‘the natural advantages of the country, are
fuch, that how great foever. her diftrefs,
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-be as any point of time, twenty years of
tranguillisy. (affice to re-eftablith her af-
fairs, 8nd to enfich her agpin at the ex-
penee of all the sations of Eyrope. If
any ene doubts of this, let him confider
the condition in which this kingdom was
lefiby Lawis the faurteenth ; the firangs
poasks the late duke of Orleans played,
duripg his regency and adminiftration,
with the whole fyftem of public revenue,
and privete property 3 and then let him
tell himfelf, that the revenues of France, -
the tenth taken off, execed all the axw
ponces of her gavernment by many mil-
lions of livres already, and will exceed
thom by many mese in another year.

low and exhaufied flate to which France
was reduced, by the laft great wer, was
but:a momentary reduétion of her power:
and whatever real and more lafting re-
dution the treaty of Utrecht brought
about in {fome inftances, it was not fyffici-

ent,

'ﬁUi;ér':; the wh,élo matter, my..lerd;thc ]
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ent. ‘The power of Prance weuld not have
appeared as great gs it did, when Englnd
and Holland armed themfelves and armed
all Germany againft her, if the had lain as
open to the invafions of her enemies, as
her enemies lay to her’s. Her inward
frength was great; but the firength of -
thofe frontiers which LEwis the four-
teenth was almoft forty years in forming,
and which the folly of all his neighbours
in their turns fuffered him to form, made
this firength as formidable as it became.
The true reduction of the exorbitant
power of France, I tak¢ no notice of

_chimerical proje&ts about changmg her

government, cenfifted therefore in d1f~
arming her frontiers, and fortifying

barriers againft her by the ceffion and "
demolition of many more places - than
the yielded up at Utrecht ; but not of
more than fhe might’ havc been obhged
to facrifice to her own immediate re-
lief, and to the future fecurity of her
neighbours, That the was not obliged -
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to make thefe facrifices, Iaffirm wasowing
folely to thofe who oppofed the peace =
- and I'am willing to put my whole credit.
with your lordfhip, - and the whole merits.
of a caufe that has been fo much-conteft-
ed, on this iffue. =T fay a caufe that has
been fo much contefted ; for in truth I
- think it is no longer a doubt any where,
except.in Britith pamphlets,” whether the
conduét- of thofe who neither declined,
treating, as was ‘done in one thoufand
feven hundred and fix ; nor pretended to
treat without a defign of concluding, as
" was done,in ene: thoufand feven hun-
dred nine and ten, but carried’ the great
work of the peace forward to its confum-
- mation; or the condu&of thofe who op-
. pofed this work in every flep of its pro~ -
. grefs, faved.the pawer of France from a
-greater and a fufficient reduction at the
treaty of Utrecht?. The very minifters,
who were employed in this fatal oppofi-
tion, are obliged. to confefs .this truth,
-How-thould they deny it ? Thofe of Vi:

. enna
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gnna may complain that the emperor had
pot the entire S_pamfh monarchy, or thofe
of Holland that the ftates were not made
mafters dire&ly and mdlre&ly of the
wholc Low Countncs But neither they,
nor any one elfe that has any. fenfe of
Ihame about him, can, .deny ‘that- the late
queen, ‘tho the was' refolved to treat
becaufe the was refolved to ﬁm{h the
war, yet was to the utmoft degree de-
firous to treat in a perfe& umon Wlth
her allies, and to procure them . all ‘the
reafonable terms they could expe& ; and
much better than thofe they rcducecf
themfelves to- the necefﬁty of acccpt-
mg, by cndeavourmg to w:cﬁ the ng-
gotlatxon out of hcr hands.  'The dif-
union of the allies gave France the" ad-
vantagcs the 1mprovcd "The fole qucﬂ:lon
is, who'caufed this d1f union? and that
wxll be eafily decided by every 1mpart1ar,
man, “who informs himfelf carcfully of
the pubhc anecdotes of that time. - If
the private anecdotes Were to be laxd opcn

,as
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aswell as thofe, and I think it almoft time
~ they thould, the whole monftrons - feerma
would appear, and fthock the eye of every
honeft man, - I do not intend to defeend
into many particulars at this time : but
whenever I, or any other pet'fon as
.. well informed a5 I, fhall defcend into 4
full dedu€tion of fuch particulats, it
 will become undenizbly evident, thut -
the mioft violent oppofition imagina-
ble, carried on by the Germans and the
Dutch in league with a party in Britain, -
begart as foon as the firft overtures were
made to the queeri; before fhe had fo
much gsbegun to treat ¢ and was therefore
an oppofition not to this or that plan of .
‘tréaty, but in truth to all treaty ; and
efpecially to ofic wherein Great-Britaini
took the lead, ot was to have any patti-
¢ular advantage. ‘Thatthe Impetialifts
ineant no tréaty, unlefs a preliminary and
impracticable condition of it wasto fet
the crown of Spain on the emperor’s
head, will appear from this; that prince
2 - EUGENE,
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'Eucint, when He ¢amie itfo England,
long after the death of JosEPH and eleva-
tion of CHARLEs, upefi 4n errand moft
unwoithy of fo great 2 man, treated al-
ways on this fuppofitiotr ¢ and Ireménber

~ with how tiawch inward impatience I affift-
‘ed 4t conferences held with him ¢otrcern-
ing: quotas for renewing the warin Bpuit,
in the very fameé roomn, at the cockpit, where
the queet’s minifters -had been told ih
plain termms, 4 little before, by thofe of other
allies, * that their mafters would hot con-
¢ fentthatthe Irhperial atid Spanifthctowns
* fhould unite on the farne head.* That
the Dutch were fiot averfe fo all treaty, but
ment none wherein Great Britain was to
have any patticular advantage, will appedr
from this; that theit- minifter dectared
himfelf ready and: authotized to ftop the

bppofition made te the queen’s reaftires,
by prefenting a mermorial, whertin he
would declare, *©that his maftets eritered
¢ info them, and wererefolved not to con-
¢ tinue the war for the ret:overwa Bpain,

¢ provided
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< provided the queen- would «confent that
L ' they fhould garrifon Gibraltar and Port-
. mahon jointly with us, and fhare equally
“ the Affiento, -the South Sea thip, -and
* whatever fhould be granted by the Spani-
¢ ards to the queenand her fubjecs.” That
the whigs engaged in this league with
foreign powers: a.ga.mft their country, as
_well as-their queen,, and with a phrenzy
Amore unaccountable than that which made
.and maintained the - folcmn league -and
covenant formerly, will appear: from this;
that their attempts were directed not on-
ly to wreft the negotiations out of the
.queen’s 'hands, - but to oblige their coun-
try to carry on the war, on the fame une-
.qual foot that had coft her already aboyt
swenty millions, more than.fhe ought to
-have contributed to it." For they not only
cont.mucd to abet the emperor,' whofe in-

-ability to fupply his quota was confefled;
:but the, Dutch likewife, aftcr the ftates
had refufed to ratify the treaty their mi-
mﬁet figned at London towards theend
. of
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of the year one thoufand feven hundred
and eleven, and by which the queen
united herfelf more clofely ‘than ever to
them; engaging to purfue the war, to
conclude the peace, and to guaranty it,

‘when concluded, jointly with them ; ©pro<

¢ vided they would keep the engagements
¢ they had taken with her, and the conditi-
¢ onsof proportionate expence under which

< our nation had entered into the war.”

‘Upon fuch fchemes as thefe was the op-
‘pofition to the treaty of Utrecht carried
on : and the means employed, and the
means projeCted to be employed, were
worthy of fuch fchemes; open, dire&t,
-and indecent defiance of legal authority,
fecret confpiracies againft the ftate, and
bafe machinations againft particular men,
who had no other crime than that of en-
deavouring to conclude a war, “under the
authority of the queen, which a party in
the natign endeavoured to prolong, againft
her authority. Had the good policy of
concluding the war been doubtful, it was
- Vor. II. K certainly
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certainly as lawful for thofe who thought
it good to advife it, as it had been for thofe
who thought it badtoadvife the contrary :
and the decifion of the fovereign on the
throne ought to have terminated the con-
 teft. ‘But he who had judged by the ap-
pearances of things on one fide, at that
time, would have been apt to think, that
putting an end to the war, or to Magpa
Charta, was the fame thing; that the
queen on the throne had no right to
governindependently of her fucceffor ; nor
any of her fubjeds aright to adminifter
the government under her, tho called
to it by her, except thofe whom fhe had
thought fit to lay afide. Extravagant as
thefe principles are, no other could juftify
the conduét held at that time by thofe
who oppofed the peace: and as I faid juft
now, that the phrenzy of this league was
more unaccountable than that of the fo-
lemn league and covenant, I might have
added, that it was not very many degrees
lefscriminal, Some of thofe, whocharged

2 the
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the queen’s minifters, after her death,
with imaginary treafons, had been guilty
during her life of real treafons: and I
can compare the folly and violence of
the f{pirit that prevailed at that time, both
before the conclufion of the peace and
under pretence of danger to the fuccefi-
on after it, to nothing more nearly than to
the folly and violence of the fpirit that
feized the tories foon after the acceffion
of GeEoRrGE the firft. The latter indeed,
which was provoked by unjuft and impo-
litic perfecution, broke out in open rebel-
lion. The former might have done fo,

if the queen had lived a little longcr

But to return,

THE obftinate adherence of the Dutch
to this league, in oppofition tothe queen,
rendered the conferences of Utrecht,
when they were opened, no better than
mock conferences. Had the men who
. governed that commonwealth been wife
and honeft enough to unite, at leaft then,

R cor-

—
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cordially with the queen, and fince they
could not hinder a congrefs, to act in ebn-~
cert with her init; we thould have been
ftill in time to maintair a fufficient union
among the allies, and a fufficient fuperi-
ority over the French. All the fpecific
demands that the former made, as well as
the Dutch themfelves, either to incumber
the negotiation, or to have in referve;
according to the artifice ufually employed
on fuch occafions, certain points from
which to depart in the courfe of it with
- advantage, would nothave been obtained ;
but all the effential demands, all in parti=
cular that were really neceflary to fecure
the barriers in the Low Countries and of
the four circles againft France, would
have been fo. For France muft have con-
tinued, in this cafe, rather to fue for
peace, than to treat on an equal foot.
The firft dauphin, fon of LEwis the
fourteenth, died feveral months before
this congrefs began: the fecond dau-
phin, his grandfon, and the wife and the
eldeft
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eldeft fon of this prince, died, foon after
it began, of the fame unknown diftem-
per, and were buried together in the fame
grave, Such family misfortunes, follow-
ing along feries of national misfortunes,
made the eld king, tho he bore them
with much feeming magnanimity, defi-
rous to get out of the war at any
tolerable rate, that he might.not run the
rifque of leaving a child of five years old,
the prefent king, -engaged in it. The
queen did all that was morally poffible,
except giving up her honor in the ne-
gotiation, and the interefts of her fubjets
in the conditions of peace, to procure this
union with the ftates general. But all the
could do was vain; and the fame phren-
zy, that had hindered the Dutch from
~ improving to their and to the common'
advantage the public misfortunes of
France, hindered them from improving to
the fame purpofes the private misfortunes
of the houfe of Bourbon. They conti-
nued to flatter themfelvesthat they fhould-

" K3 force
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force the queen out of her meafures, by
théir intrigues with the party in Britain
who oppofed thefe meafures, and even
raife aninfurre&tion againft her. But thefe
intrigues, and thofe of prince EvGEng,
were known and difappointed ; and mon-
fieur Buvs had the mortification to be re-
proached with them publicly, when he
came to take leave of the lords of the
council, by the earl of OxForD ; who en~
tered into many particulars that could not
be denied, of the private tranfattions of
this fort, towhich Buvs had been a party,
in compliance with his inftru&ions, and
as I believe, much againft his own fenfe
and inclinations. As the feafon for taking;
the field advanced, the league propofed.
to defeat the fuccefs of the congrefs by
the events of the campaign, But inftead
of defeating the fuccefs of the congrefs,
the events of the campaign ferved only
to turn this fuccefs in favour of France..
At the heginning of the year, the queen.
and the ftates, in concert, might have

' given
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givén the law to- friend dnd foe, with
great advantage to the former; and with
fuch a detriment to the latter, asthe cau-
fes of the war rendered juft, the events
of it réafonablé¢, and the objets of it ne-
 ceflary.  Atthe end of the year, the al-

lies were no longer in a flate of giving,
nor the French of receiving the law;. and
the Dutch had recourfé to the queen’s.
~ good offices, when they could oppofe and

durft infult heér no longer. Even then,
thefe offices were employed with zeal,
and with fome effe&, for them.

THus the war ended, much more fa-
vourably to France than fhe expected, or
theéy who put dn end to it defigned. The
queen would have humbled and weakened
this power. The allies who oppofed her
would have crufhed i, and have raifed -
anothér as exorbitant on the ruins of it.
- Neithier one nor the other fucceeded, and
they who meatit to ruin the French pow- -
o K4 ¢
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er preferved it, by oppofing thofe who

meant to reduce it.

~ Since I have mentioned the events of
the year one thoufand feven hundred and
twelve, and the decifive turn they gave
to the negotiations in favour of France,
give me leave to fay fomething more on
this fubject. You will find that I fhall do
fo with much 1mpart1ahty ‘The difaftrous
events of this campaignin the Low Coun-,
tries, and the confequences of them, have
been 1mputcd to the feparation of the Bri-
tith troops from the army of the allies.
‘The clamour againft this meafure was
greatatthat time, and the prejudices which
this clamour raifed are great ftill among
fome ‘men. But as clamour raifed thefe
prejudices, other pre_)udlces gave birth to
this clamour : and it is no wonder they
{hould do foamong perfons bent on conti-
nuing the war; fince Iown very freely,
that when the firft ftep that led to this fe-
paration came to my knowledge, which
. was
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was not an hour, by the way, before I |
writ by the queen’s order to the duke of
ORMOND, in the very words in which the
order was advifed and given, ¢ that he
¢ fhould not engage in any fiege, nor ha-
¢ zard a battle, till further order,” I was
furprized and hurt, Somuch, that if Thad
had an opportunity of {peaking in private
to the queen, after I had received monfieur
DE Torcy’s letter to me on the fubject,
and before the went into the council, I
fhould have fpoken to her, Ithink, in the
firft heat, againftit.- The truth is how-
ever, thatthe ftep was juftifiable at that
point of time in every refpe, and there-
fore thatthe confequences are tobecharg-
ed to the account of thofe who drew them
. on themielves, not to the account of the
queen, nor of the minifter who advifed
her. The ftep was juftifiable to the allies
furely, fince the queen took no more up-
on her, no not fo much by far, in making
it, as many of them had done by fufpend-
ing, or endangering, or defeating operati-
ons
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ons in the heat of the war, when they
declined to fend their troops, or delayed
the march of them, or neglected the pre-
parations they were obliged to make, on
the moft frivolous pretences. Your lord-
thip will find in the courfe of your enqui-
fies many particular inftances of what is
here pointed out in general. But I cannot
help defcending into fonie few of thofe
that régard the emperor and the flates
general, who ¢ried the loudeft and with
the mioft éffe, tho they had the léaft
reafon, on account of their 6wn conduét,
fo complain of the queen’s. With what
face could the emperor, for inftance, pre-
fume to complain of the orders fent tothe
_duke of OrMonD? I fay nothing of his
deficiericies, which were fo great, that hé
had at this very timé little more than one
regiment that could be faid properly toact
againft France and Spain at hisfole charge;
as1 affirmed to prince EUGENE before the
fords of the couricil, and demonftrated
upon paper the next day. Ifay ricthing
' of
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of all that preceded the year one thous
fand feven hundred and feven, on which
I {hould have much to fay, But I defire
your lordthip only to confider, what yow
will find to have pafled after thé famous
year one thoufand feven hundred and
fix. 'Was it with the queen’s approba-
tion or againft her will, that the emperor
made the treaty for the evacuation of
Lombardy, and let out fo great a number
of Frenchregimentstime enough to recruit
themfelves at home, to-march into Spain,
and todeftroy the Britith forces at Alman~
za? Was it with her approbation or
againft her will, that inftead of employ-
ing all his forces and all his endeavours,
to make the greateft defign of the whols
war, the enterprize on Thoulon, fucceed,
he detached twelve thoufand: men to*re~
duce the kingdom of Naples, thatmuft
bave fallen of courfe? and that an op<
portunity of ruining. the whole maritimo
- force.of France, and. of ruining or fubdu-
“ing her provinces on that fide, wasloft

: merely
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merely by this unneceffary diverfion, and
by theconduct of prince EvGENE, which
left no room to doubt that he gave occa-
fion to this fatal difappointment on pur-
pofe, and in concert with the court of
Vienna.

TuRN your eyes, my lord, onthe con-
dué of the ftates, and you will find rea-
fon to be aftonithed at the arrogance of
the men who governed in them at this
time, and who prefumed to exclaimagainft
‘2 queen of Great Britain, for doing what
their deputies had done more thanonce in -
that very country, and in the courfe of
that very war. In the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and twelve, at the
latter end of a war, when conferences
for treating a peace were opened, when
the leaft finifter event in the field would
take off from that fuperiority which the
allies had in the congrefs, and when the
paft fuccefs of the war had already given
them as much of - this fuperiority as they

3 wanted -
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wanted to obtain a fafe, advantageous, ho-
norable and lafting peace, the ‘queen
directed her general to fufpend till further
order the operations of her troops. In
one thoufand feven hundred and three,
in the beginning of a war, when fomcthmg
'was to be rifqued or no fuccefs to be ex-
pe@ed, and when the bad fituation of
affairs in Germany and Italy required ina
partxcular manner, that efforts fhould be
made in the Low Countries; and that the
war fhould not langux(h there whilft it
was unfuccefsful every- where elfe ; the
dukeof MARLBOROUGH determined toat-
tack the French, but the Dutch deputies
would not fuffer their troops to go on ;
defeated his defign in the very moment .
of it’s execution, if I remember well,
and gave no other reafon for their pro-
ceeding than that which is a reafon a-
gainft every battle, the poflibility of
being beaten. The circumftance of
proximity to their frontier was urged
Iknow, and itwas faid, that their pro-
vinces
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vinces would be expofed to the incurfi~
ons of the French if they loft the bat
tle. But befides other anfwers to this
vain pretence, it was obvious that they
had ventured battles as near home as this
would have been fought, and that the
way to remove the enemy farther off
was by attion not ina&ion. Upon the
whole matter; the Dutch deputies. ftop-
ped the progreﬁs of the confederate ar-
my at thistime, by exercifing an arbi-
trary and independent authority over the
troops of the ftates. In one thou-
" fand foven hundred and five, when
the fuccefs of the preceding campaign
fhould have given them an entire
confidence in “the duke of Martr.
- porouoH's condu@, when returning
from the Mofelle  to the Low Coun-
tries, he began to make himfelf
‘and the common ecaufe amends, for
the difappointment which pique and
jealoufy in the prince of BapeN, or
Wfual floth and ~negligence in the

Ger-
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Germans, had occafioned juft before,
by forcing the French lines; when he
was in the full purfuit of this advan-
tage, and when he was marching to at-
tack an enemy half defeated, and more
than half difpirited ; nay when he had
made his difpofitions for attacking, and
part of his troops had pafied the Dyle-——
the deputies of the ftates once more tyed
up his hands, took from him an oppor-
tunity toofairtobeloft; for thefe, I think,
were fome of theterms of his complaint:
and in fhort the canfederacy received an
affront at leaft, where we might have ob-

 taineda viory. Let this that has been

faid ferve as a {pecimen of the indepen-
dency enthe queen, her cauncils, and her
generals, with which thefe powers acted
in the courfe of the war; who were not
afhamed to find fault that the queen,
once, and at the latter end of it, pre-
fumed to fufpend the operations of her
troops till farther order. But be it that
they forefaw what this farther order

' yvould
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would be. ~They forefaw then, that as
foon as Dunkirk fhould be put into the
" queen’s hands, {he would confent to 2
fufpenfion of arms for two months, and
invite them:to do the fame,"  Neither this
forefight, nor the ftrong declaration which
the bifhop of Briftol made by the queen’s:
order at Utrecht, and which fhewed them.
that her refolution wastaken not to fubmit
to the league into which they had enter-
ed againtt her, - could prevail on them to
make a right ufe of thefe two months; by
endeavouring to renew -their union - and
good underftanding - with: the "queen ;
tho T can fay with . the greateft truth,
and they could not doubt. of it at the
time, that {he would have gone morethan
half-way to meet -them, - and that her
minifters would have done their utmoft
to bring it about. . Even then we
might have refumed the fuperiority we
began to lofe in the congrefs; for
the queen, and.the ftates uniting, the
prmcxpal allies would have united with

them
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them : and, in this cafe, it would have been
fo much  the intereft of France to avoid
any chance of feeing the war renewed,
that the muft, and the would, have made
fure of peace, during the fufpenfion, on
much worfe terms for -herfelf and for
Spain, than fhe made it afterwards. But
the prudent and fober States continued to
a@ like froward children, or like men
drunk with refentment and paffion; and
fuch will the condu& be of the wifeft
governments in every circumftance, where
a fpirit of faction and of private intereft
prevails, among thofe who are at the head,
over reafon of ftate.  After laying afide all
decency in their behaviour towards the
Queen, they laid afide all eaution for them-
felves. 'They declared “ they would car-
‘¢ ry on the war without her.” Landrecy
feemed, in their efteem, of more im-
portance than Dunkirk : and the oppor-
tunity of wafting fome French provinces,
or of putting the whole event of the war

on the decifion of another battle, preferable °
L to
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to the other meafure that lay open te
them ; that, I mean, of trying, in good
casneft, and in an honeft concert with the
Queen, during the fufpenfion of arms,
whether fuch terms of peace, as ought to
fatisfy them and the other allies, mlght
not be impofed on France?

Ir the confederate army had broke into
France, the campaign before this, or in
any former campaign ; and if the Germans
and the Dutch had exercifed then the
fame inhumanity, as the French had ex-
ercifed in their provinces in former wars;
i they had burned Verfailles, and even
Paris, and if they had diftusbed the athes
of the dead princes that repofe at Saint
Denis, every good man would have felt
" the horror, that fuch cruelties infpire : no
man could have faid that the retaliation
was unjuft. But in one thoufand feven
hundred and twelve, it was too late, in
. every refpe@, to meditate fuch projects.
¥ the French had been unprepared to

defend
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defend their frontier, either for want of
means, or in a vain confidence, that the
peace would be made, as our king
CuarLEs the fecond was unprepared to
defend his coaft at the latter end of his
firt war with Holland, the allies might
have played a fure game in fatisfying their
vengeance on the French, ag the Dutch
did on us in one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty feven; and impofing harder
terms on them, than thofe they offered,
of would have accepted. But this was
not the cafe. The French army was, I
believe, more numerous than the army of
the allies, even before feparation, and cer-
tainly in much a better condition than two
or three years before, when a deluge of
blood was fpilt to diflodge them, for we
did no more, at Malplaquet. Would the
Germans and the Dutch have found it more
eafy to force them at this time, than it was
at that? Would not the French have
fought with as much obftinacy to fave.
Paris, as they did to fave Mons? and,

L2 with
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with all the regard due to the duke of
OrMonDE and to prince EUGENE, was
the abfence ofthe duke of MARLBOROUGH
of no confequence ? Turn this affair every
way in your thoughts, " my lord, and you
will find that the Germans and the Dutch .
had nothing in theirs, but to break, at any
rate, and at any rifque; the negotiations
that were begun, and to- reduce - Great
Britain to the neceflity of continuing, what
the had been too long, a province of the
confederacy. A province indeed, and not
one of the beft treated ; fince the confe-
derates affumed a right of obliging her to
keep her pacts with them, and of difpenf-
ing with their obligations to her; of ex-
‘haufting her, without rule, or proportion,
or meafure, in the fupport of a war, to
which the alorie contributed more than all
of them, and in which fhe had no longer
an immediate intereft, nor even any remote
intereft that was not common, or, with
refpe to her, very dubious ; and, after
all this, of complaining that the Queen
~ : prefumed
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prefumed to hearken to overtures of peace,
and to fet a negotiation on foot, whilft
their humour and ambition required that
the war fhould be prolonged for an inde-
finite time, and for a purpofe that was
either bad or indeterminate.

Tue fufpenfion of arms, that began in
the Low Countries, was continued, and
extended afterwards by the act I figned at
Fontainebleau. The fortupe of the war
‘turned at the fame time: and all thofe
difgraces. followed, which obliged the
Dutch to treat, and to defire the afliftance
of the Queen, whom they had fet at de-
fiance folately. Thisaffiftance they had,
as effetually as it could be given in the
circumftances, to which they had reduced
themfelves, and the whole alliance: and
the peace of Great Britain, Portugal, Savoy,
Pruffia, and the States General, was made,
without his Imperial majefty’s concurrence,
in the {pring of one thonfand feven hun-
dred and thirteen; as it might have been

Lj made,
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made, much moreadvantageoufly for them
all, in that of one thoufand feven hundred
and twelve. ~Lefs obftinacy on the part
of the States, and perhaps more decifive
refolutions on the part of the Queen,
would have wound up all thefe divided
threads in one, and have finifhed this
great work much fooner and better. I
fay, perhaps more decifive refolutions on
the part of the Queen; becavfe, altho
I think that I fhould have conveyed her
orders for figning a treaty of peace with
France, before the armjes took the field,
- much more willingly, than I executed
them afterwards in figning that of the
ceffation of arms ; yet I do not prefume
to decide, but fhall defire your lordfhip to
do o, on a review of all circumiftances,
fome of which I fhall juft mention,

~ TuE league made for protracting the
war having oppofed the Queen to the ut-
moft of their power, and by means of every
fort, from the firft appearances of a nego-
' tiation ;
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tation ; the general effe&, of this violent
oppofition, on her and her minifters was,
to make them proceed by flowerand more
cautious fteps: - the particular effe@ of it
was, to oblige them to open the eyes of
the nation, and to inflame the people with
a defire of peace, by thewing, in the moft
public and folemn manner, how unequally
we were burdened, and how unfairly we
were treated by our allies. The firfk gave
an air of diffidence and timidity to their
condu&, which encouraged the league,
and gave wvigour to the oppofition. The
fecond irritated the Dutch particulaly;
for the emperor and the other allies had
the modefty at leaft, not to pretend to bear
any proportion in the expence of the warz
and thus the two powers, whofe union
was the moft effential, were the mott at
variance, and the Queen was obliged to
alt in a clofr concert with her enemy
who defired peace, than fhe would have:
done if her allies had been lefs obftinately
bent to protrat the war, During thefe

V L4 tranf-
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tranfa&tions, my lord OxForD, who had:
his correfpondencies apart, and a private
thread of negotiation always in his hands,
entertained hopes that PaiLip would be
brought to abandon Spain in favour of his
father.in-law, and to content himfelf with.
the flates of that prince, the kingdom of
Sicily, and the prefervation of his right of
fucceffion to the crown of France. Whe-,
ther my lord had any particular reafons.
for entertaining thefe hopes, befides the
general reafons founded on the condition
of France, on that of the Bourbon family,
and on the difpofition of LEw1s the four-
teenth, I doubt very much. That LEwis,
who fought, and had need of feeking peace,
almoft at any rate, and who faw that he
could not obtain it, even of the Queen,
unlefs Pu1L1r abgndoned immediately the
crown of Spain, or abandoned immediate-
ly, by renunciation and a folemn a& .of
exclufion, all pretenfion to that of France ;
that LEwis was defirous of the former,
I cannot doubt. That Pxirip would

have
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have abandoned Spain, with the equiva-
Ients that have been mentioned, or either
of them, I believe likewife ; if the prefent.
king of France had died, when his father,:
~ mother, and eldeft brother.did : for they:

-all had the fame diftemper. : But LEwis-
would ufe no violent means to force his. -
grandfon ; - the Queen would. not continue
the war to force him ;. PHiL1P Was too-
obftinate, and his wife too ambitious; to:
quit the crown of Spain, - when they had:
difcovered our weaknefs, and :felt theit-
own ftrength in that country; by their:
fuccefs in the campaign of one thoufand:
feven hundred and ten : after which ' my:
lord STANHOPE himfelf was convinced
that Spain could not be conquered, nor
kept, if it was conquered, without a much
greater army, than it was poffible for us
" to fend thither. ~ In'that fituation it was
wild to imagine, as the earl of Oxrorp-
imagined, or pretended to.imagine, that:
they would quit the crown of Spain, for
3 remote and uncertain profpect of fuc-
eeeding to that of France, and to content.

them-
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themfelves to be, in the mean time, princes
of very fmall dominions. PuiLip there-
fore, after ftruggling long that he mighe
not be obliged to make his option till the
fucceffion: of France lay open to him,
was obliged to make it, and made it, for
- Spain. Now this, my lord, was the very
crifis of the negotiation: and to this point
I apply what I faid ‘above of the effet
of more decifive refolutions on the part
of the Queen.. It was plain, that, if fhe
made the campaign in concert with her
allies, fhe could be no longer miftrefs of
the negotiations, nor have almoft a chance
for conducting them to the iffue the pro-
pofed. Our ill fuccefs in the field would
have rendered the French lefs traltable
in the congrefs: our good fuccefs there
would have rendered the allies fo. On
this principle the Queen fufpended the
aperations of her troops,.and then conclud-
ed the ceffation.

© ComPARE now the appearances and
cffe@ of this meafure, with the appear-
: ances
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“ances and effe®, that another meafure
~ would have bad. In order to arrive at
any peace, it was neceflary to do what
the Queen did, or to do more: and, in
order to arrive at a good one, it was ne-
ceffary to be prepared to carry on the war,
as well as to make a thew of it; . for fhe
had the hard tatk upon her, of guarding
againft her allies; and her enemies both.
But in that ferment, when few men con-
fidered any thing coolly, the condut of
her general, after he took the field, the
he covered the allies in the fiege of Quef~
noy, correfponded ill, in appearance, with
the declarations of carrying on the war
vigoroufly, that had been made, on feveral
occafions, before the campaign opened. .
It bad an air of double dealing; and as
fuch it pafied among thofe, who did not
combine in their thoughts all the eircum-
ftances of the conjuncure, or who were
infatuated with the notional neeeflity of
continuing the war, ‘The clamour could
not have been greater, if the Queen had

figned
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figried her peace feparately : and, I think,
the appearances might havebeen explained
as favourably in one cafe, as in the other.
From the death of the emperor Josepu,.
it was neither ourintereft, nor the common
wtereft, well underftood, to fet the crown
of Spain .on the prefent emperor’s. head.
As foon therefore as Puirip had made
his option, and if fhe had taken this refo-,
lution early, his.option would have been
fooner made, I prefume: that the Queen-
might have declared, that fhe would not
continue the war :an hour longer to pro-
cure Spain for his; Imperial majefty ; that
the engagements, fhe had taken whilft he
was archduke, bound her no more; that,
by his acceflion to the empire, the very
natyre of them was altered ; that the took
effetyal meafutes to- prevent, in any fu--
ture time, an union of the crowns of
France and Spain; and, upon the fame
principle, would not confent, much lefs
fight, to bring about an immediate union
of the Imperial and Spanifh crowns ; that,

. they,
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they, who infifted to protra&t the war,
intended this union; that they could in-
tend. nothing elfe, fince they ventured to
break with her, rather than to treat, and
were fo eager to put the reafonable -fatif-
faQion, that they might have in every
other cafe without hazard, on the uncer-
tain events of war ; that fhe would not be
impofed on any longer in this mannér, and
that fhe had ordered her minifters to fign
her treaty with France, on the furrender
of Dunkirk into her hands; that the pre-
tended not to prefcribe to her allies, but
that fhe had infifted, in their behalf,- on
certain conditions, that France was obliged
togrant to thofeof them, who fhould fign
their treaties at the fame time as the did,
or who fhould confent ‘to an immediate
ccﬁ'ati\'on of arms, and during the cefation
treat under her- mediation. - There -had
been more franknefs, and more dignity in
this proceeding, and the effe@ muft have
been more advantageous. . France would
bave granted more for a feparate peace,
. ) than



158 A Sketch of the History

than for a ceffation : and the Dutch would
have been moreinfluenced by the profpect
of one, than of the other ; efpecially fince
this. proceeding would have been very dif+
ferent from theirs at Munfter, and at
Nimeghen, where they abandoned their
allies, without any other pretence than the
. particular advasitage they found in doing
fo. A fufpenfion of the operations of the
Queen’s troops, nay a ceffation of arms
between her and France, was not defini-
tive ; and they might, and they did, hope
to drag her back under their, and the
German yoke. This therefore was not
fufficient to check. their obftinacy, nor to
hinder them from making all the unfor-
tunate hafte they did make to get thems
felves beaten at Denain.  But they would
poffibly have laid afide their vain hopes,
if they had feen the Queen’s minifters
ready to fign her treaty of peace, and thofe
of fome prmcnpal allies ready to fign at the
fame time; in which cafe the mifchief,
that followed had been prevented, and

bettCt
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better terms of peace had been obtained
.for the confederacy: a prince of the
houfe of Bourbon, who could never be
king of France, would have fat on the
Spanith throne, inftead of an emperor:
the Spanifh fcepter would have been
weakened in the hands of one, and the
Imperial fcepter would have been ftrength-
ened in thofe of the other : France would
have had no opportunity of recovering
from former blows, nor of finifhing a long
unfuccefsful war by two fuccefsful cam-
paigns: her ambition, and her power,
would have declined with her old king,
and under the minority that followed :
one of them at leaft might have been fo
reduced by the terms of peace, if the de-
feat of the allies in one thoufand feven
hundred and twelve, and the lofs of fo
many towns as the French took in that
and the following year, had been prevented,

that the other would have been no longer
formidable, even fuppofing it to have con-
tinued ; whereas I fuppofe that the tran-

quillity
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quillity of . Europe is more -due, at this
time, .to want of ambition, than to want
of power, on the part of France. But,
to carry the comparifon of thefe two mea-
fures to the end, it may be fuppofed that
the Dutch would have taken the fame
part, on the Queen’s declaring a feparate
peace, as théy. took on her declaring a
ceffation. The preparations for the cam-
paign in the Low Countries were made ;
the Dutch, like the other confederates,
had ajuft confidence in their own troops,
and an unjuft contempt for- thofe of the
encémy ; they were tranfported from their
ufual fobriety and caution by the ambitious
profped of large acquifitions, which had
been opened artfully to them ; the reft of
the confederate army was compofed of
Imperial and German troops: fo that the
Dutch, the Imperialifts, and the other -
Germans,havi inganintereft to decide which
was no longer the intereft of the whole
confederacy, they might have united a-
gainft the Queen in one cafe, as they did
’ - in



and STATE of EurROPE: 161

in the other; and the mifchief, that
followed to them and the common caufe,
might not have been prevented: This
might have been the cafe, no doubt.
They might have flattered themfelves
that they fhould be able to break into
France; and to force Purrip, by the
diftrefs brought on his grandfather, to re-
fign the crown of Spain tq the emperor,
even after Great Britain, and Portugal,
and Savoy too perhaps, were drawn out
of the war; for thefe princes defired as
little, as the Queen, to fee the Spanifth
crown on the emperor’s head. But, even
in this cafe, tho the madnefs would have
been greater, the effect would not have
been worfe. The Queen would have
been able to ferve thefe confederates as
well by being mediator in the negotia-
tions, as they left it in her power to do,
by being a party in them: and Great
Britain would have had the advantage of
being delivered fo much fooner from
a burden, which whimfical and wicked
- Vor. IL. M politics
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politics had impofed, and continued upon
her, till it was become intolerable. Of
thefe two meafures, at the time when we
might have taken either, there were per-
fons who thought the laft preferable to the
former, But it never came into public
debate. Indeed it never could; too much
time having been loft in waiting for the
option of PH1rL1p, and the fufpenfion and
ceffation having been breught before the
council rather as a meafure taken, than a
~ matter to be debated. If your lordfhip,
or any one elfe, fhould judge, that, in fuch
circumftances as thofe of the confederacy
- in the beginning of one thoufand feven
-hundred and twelve, the latter meafure
ought to have been taken, and the Gordian

knot to have been cut, rather than to

fuffer a2 mock treaty to languith on, with

{o much advantage to the French as the

difunion of-the allies gave them ; in fhort,

if flownefs, perplexity, inconfiftency, and

indecifion fhould be objetted, in fome

inftances, to the Queen’s councils at that

time ;
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time ; if it fhould be faid particularly, that
the did not obferve the precife moment
when the condut of the league formed -
" againft her, being expofed to mankind,
would have juftified any part fhe fhould
have taken (tho fhe declared, foon after
the moment was pafled, that this conduct
had fet her free from all her engagements)
and when fhe ought to have taken that of
drawing, by one bold meafure, her allies
out of the war, or herfelf out of the con-
federacy, before fhe loft her influence on
France : ifall this fhould be objeted, yet
would the proofs brought to fupport thefe
objections fhew, that we were better allies
than politicians ; that the defire the Queen
had to treat in concert with her confede-
rates, and the refelution fhe took not to
fign without them, made her bear what
no crowned head had ever borne before ;
and that where fhe erred, fhe erred princi-
pally by the patience, the compliance, and
the condefcenfion fhe exercifed towards -
them, and towards her own fubje&s in
Mz league
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~ league with them. Such objections as
thefe may lye to the Queen’s condut, in
the courfe of this great affair; as well as
objeGions of human infirmity to that of
the perfons employed by her in the tranf-
actions of it; from which neither thofe
who preceded, nor thof: who fucceeded,
have, I prefume, been free. But the
principles on which they proceeded were
honeft, the means they ufed were lawful,
and the event they propofed to bring about
was juft. Whereas the very foundation of
all the oppofition to the peace was laid in
injuftice and folly: for what could be
more unjuft, than the attempt of the
Dutch and the Germans, to force the
Queen to continue a war for their pri-
vate intereft and ambition, the difpropor-
tionate expence of which opprefled the
commerce of her fubjeCs, and loaded
them with debts for ages yet to come?
a war, the obje& of which was fo changed,
that from the vear cne thoufand feven
hundred and eleven fhe made it not only
. ' without
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without any engagement, but againft her
own, and the common intereft? What
could be more foolith; you will think
that I foften the term too much, and you
will be in the right to think fo: what
could be more foolith, than the attempt
of a party in Britain, to protract a war
fo ruinous to their country, without any
reafon that they durft avow, except that
of wreaking the refentments of Europe
on France, and that of uniting the Im-
perial and Spanifh crowns on an Auftrian
head ? one of which was to purchafe re-
venge at a price too dear ; and the other
was to expofe the liberties of Europe to
new dangers, by the conclufion of 2 war
which had been made to affert and fecure
them ? ‘

I uave dwelt the longer on the con-
du&t of thofe who promoted, and of thofc
who oppofed, the negotiations of the peace
made at Utrecht, and on the comparifon

M 3 of
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of the meafure purfued by the Queen with
that which the might have purfued, be-
caufe the great benefit we ought to reap
from the ftudy of hiftory, cannot be reaped
unlefs we accuftom ourfelves to compare
the condu& of different governments, and
different parties, in the fame conjunctures,
and to obferve the meafures they did pur-
fue, and the meafures they might have
purfued, with the atual confequences
that followed one, and the poffible, or
probable confequences, that might have
followed the other, By this exercife of
the mind, the ftudy of hiftory anticipates,
as it were, experience, as I have obferved
in one of the firft of thefe letters, - and
 prepares us for action. If this confidera-
tion fhould not plead a fufficient excufe
for my prolixity on this head, I have one
more to add that may. A rage of war-
ring poflefled a party in our nation til]
the death of the late Queen: arage of
negotiating has poflefled the fame party
of men, ever fince. You have feen the
: con-
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confequences of one: you fee actually
thofe of the other. The rage of warring
confirmed the beggary of our nation,
which began as early as the revolution;
but then it gave, in the laft war, repu-
tation to our arms, and our councils too.
For tho I think, and muft always think,
‘that the principle, on which we acted
after departing from that laid down in the
grand alliance of one thoufand feven hun-
dred and one, was wrong ; yet muft we .
confefs that it was purfued wifely, as well
as boldly. The rage of negotiating has
been a chargeable rage likewife, at leaft
as chargeable in it’s proportion. Far from
paying our debts, contracted in*war, they
" continue much the fame, after three and
twenty years of peace. The taxes that
opprefs our mercantile intereft the moft
are ftill in mortgage; and thofe that op-
prefs the landed intereft the moft, inftead
of being laid on extraordinary occafions,
are become the ordinary funds for the
current fervice of every year. This is

M 4 grievous,
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grievous, and the more fo to any man,
who has the honour of his country, as
well as her profperity at heart, becaufe
we have not, in this cafe, the airy con-
folation we had in the other. The rage
of negotiating began twenty ycars ago, un-
der pretence of confummating the treaty
of Utrecht: and, from that time to this,
our minifters have been in one perpetual
mzze. They have made themfelves and
us, often, objeis of averfion to the powers
on the continent: and we are become
at laft obje&ts of contempt, even to the
Spaniards. What other effe& could our
abfurd condu¢t have? What other return
has it deferved? We came exhaufted out
of long wars; and, inftead of purfuing
the meafures neceffary to give ys means
and opportunity to repair our firength and
~to diminifh our burdens, our minifters
have a&ted, from that time to this, like
men who fought pretences to keep the
nation in the fame exhaufted condition,
«nd under the fame load of debt. This

may
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may have been their view perhaps; and
we could not be furprifed if we heard the
fame men declare national poverty necef-
fary to fupport the prefent government;
who have fo frequently declared corrup-
tion and a ftanding army to be fo. - Your
good fenfe, my lord, your virtue, and your
love of your country, will always deter-
mine you to oppofe fuch vile {chemes,
and to contribute your utmoft towards the
cure of both thefe kinds of rage ; the rage
of warring, without any proportionable
interet of our own, for. the ambition of
others; and the rage of negotiating, -on
every occafion, at any rate, without a
fufficient call to it, and without any part
of that deciding influence which we ought
to have. Our nation inhabits an ifland,
and is one of the principal nations of Eu-
rope ; but, to maintain this rank, we muft
take the advantages of this fituation,
which have been negleted by us for al-
moft half a century.: we muft always
gemember, that we arc not part of the

con~
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continent, but we muft never forget that
we are neighbours toit. I will conclude,
by applying a rule that HorACE ‘gives
for the conduc of an epic or dramatic
poem, to the part Great Britain ought to
take in the affairs of the continent, if
you allow me to transform Britannia into
a male divinity, as the verfe requires.

Nec Deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit.

If thefe refle@ions are juft, and I fhould
not have offered them to your lordthip
bad they not appeared both juft and im-
portant to my beft underftanding, you
will think that I have not fpent your time
unprofitably in making them, and exciting
you by them to examine the true intereft
of your country relatively to foreign af-
fairs; and to compare it with thofe prin-
ciples of condu&, that, I am perfuaded,
have no other foundation than party-de-
figns, prejudices, and habits ; the private
intereft
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intereft of fome men, and the ignorance
and rathnefs of others.

My letter is grown fo long, that I fhall
fay nothing to your lordfhip at this time
concerning the ftudy of modern hiftory,
relatively- to the interefts of your country
in domeftic affairs; and I think there will
be no need to do fo at any other. The
Hiftory of the rebellion by your great
grandfather, and his private memorials,
which your lordfhip has in manufeript, -
will guide you furely as far as they go:
where they leave you, your lordthip muft
not expect any hiftory ; for we have more
reafon to make this complaint, ¢ abeft
« enim hiftoria litteris noftris,” than
Turry had to put it into the mouth of
AtTicus in his firft book Of laws. But
where hiftory leaves you, it is wanted
leaft : the traditions of this century, and
of the latter end of the laft, are frefh..
Many, who were actors in fome of thefe
events, are alive; and meny who bhave

con-
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converfed with thofe that were actors in
others. The public is in poffeflion of fe-
veral colletions and memorials, and feveral -
there are in private hands. You will want
no materials to form true notions of tranf-
actions fo recent. Even pamphlets, writ
on different fides and on different occafions:
in our party difputes, and hiftories of no
more authority than pamphlets, will help
you to come at truth. Read them with
fufpicion, my lord, for they deferve to be
fufpeCted: pay no regard to the epithets
given, nor to the judgments pafied ; negle&t
all declamation, weigh the reafoning, and
advert to fa&t. With fuch precautions,
even BURNET’s hiftory may be of fome
ufe. In a word, your lordfhip will want
no help of mine to difcover, by what
progreflion- the-whole conftitation of- our
country, and even the charater of our
nation, has been altered: nor, how much
a worle ufe, in a national fenfe, tho a better
in thefenfe of party politics, the men called
Whigs have made of long wars and ncw
fyftcms
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fyftems of revenue, fince the revolution ;
than the men called Tories made before
it, of long peace, and ftale prerogative.
When you look back three or four gene-
rations ago, you will fee that the Englifh
- were a plain, perhaps a rough, but a good-
natured hofpitable people, jealous of their
liberties, and able as well as ready to de-
fend them, with their tongues, their pens,
and their fwords. ~ The reftoration began
to turn hofpitality into luxury, pleafure
into debauch, and country peers and .coun-
try commoners into courtiers and men of
mode. But whilft our luxury was young,
it was little more than elegance: the de-
- bauch of that age was enlivened with wit,
and varnithed over with gallantry. The
courtiers, and the men of mode, knew
what the conftitution was, refpected it,
and often afferted it. Arts and {fciences
flourithed, and, if we grew more trivial,
we were not become either grofsly igno-
rant, or openly profligate. Since the re-
volution, our kings have been reduced

* indeed
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indeed to a feeming annual dependance

on parliament ; but the bufinefs of par- -

liament, which was efteemed in general a
duty before, has been exercifed in general

as a trade fince. The trade of parliament,

and the trade of funds, have grown uni-

verfal. Men, who ftood forward in the

world, have attended to little elfe. The -

frequency of parliaments, that increafed

their importance, and fhould have in-

“creafed the refpe@ for them, has taken
off from their dignity : and the fpirit that

prevailed, whilft the fervice in them was

duty, has been debafed fince it became a

_trade. Few know, and fcarce any refpect,
the Britith conftitution : that of the Church

has been long fince derided ; that of the

State as long neglected; and both have

been leftat the mercy of the men in power,

whoever thofe men were. Thus the

Church, at leaft the hierarchy, however

facred in ic’s origin or wife in it’s inftitution,

is become an ufelefs burden on the State:

and the State is become, under ancient

and
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and known forms, a new and undefinable
monfter; compofed of a king without
monarchical fplendor, a fenate of nobles
without ariftocratical independency, and
a fenate of cominons without democratical
freedom. In the mean time, my lord,
the very idea of wit, and all that can be
called tafte, has been loft among the great ;
arts and fciences are fcarce alive ; luxury
has been increafed, but not refined; cor-
ruption has been eftablifhed, and isavowed.
When governments are worn out, thus it
is: the decay appears in every inftance.
Public and private virtue, public and pri-
vate {pirit, {cience, and wit, decline all
together.

THAT you, my lord, may have a long
and glorious fhare in reftoring all thefe,
and in drawing our government back to
the true principles of it, I with moft
heartily. Whatever errors I may have
committed in public life, I have always
loved my country : whatever faults may

be
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be objeCted to me in private life, I
have always loved my friend : whatever
ufage I have received from my country;
it fhall never make me break with her :
whatever ufage I have received from my
friends, I never fhall break with one of
them, while I think hima friend to my
country. Thefe are the fentiments of my
heart. I know they are thofe of your
lordthip’s: and a communion of fuch
fentiments is a tye that will engage me to
be, as longas I live,

My lord,

Your moft faithful fervant.
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A PLAN
FQRA

General Hiftoryof Eurore.

LETTER L

SHALL take the liberty of writing-

to you a little oftener than the three
or four times a year, which, you tell me,
are all you can allow yourfelf to write to
thofe you like beft: and yet I declare to
you with great truth, that you never knew
me fo bufy in your life, as I am at prefent.
You muft not imagine from hence, that
I am writing memoirs of myfelf. The
fubjeét is too flight to defcend to pofterity,
in any other manner, than by that occa-
fional mention which may be made of
any little aCtor in the hiftory of our age.

Vor. 11, N SyLLa,
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Svira, CAEsAR, and others of that rank,
were, whilft they lived, at the head of
mankind : their ftory was in fome fort
the ftory of the world, and as fuch might
very properly be tranfmitted under their
names to future generations, But for thofe
who have acted much inferior parts, if they
publith the piece, and call itafter theirown
names, they are impertinent ; if they pub- -
lith only their own fhare in it, they inform
mankind by halves, and neither give much
inftru&ion, nor create much attention,
France abounds with writers of this fort,
and, I think, we fall into the other extreme.
Let me tell you, on this occafion, what
has fometimes come into my thoughts.
THERE is -har&ly any century in hif-
tory which began by opening fo great a
fcene; as the century wherein we live, and
thall, I fuppofe, die. Compare it with
others, even the moft famous, and you
will think fo. I will {ketch the two laft,
to help your memory. ,
: : Tue
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Tue lofs of that balance which Lav-
RENCE of Medicis had preferved, during
his time, in Italy ; the expedition of -
‘CrARLEs the eighth to Naples ; the in-
trigues of the duke of Mir AN, who fpun,
with all the refinements of art, that net
wherein he was taken at laft himfelf; the
fuccefsful dexterity of FERDINAND the
Catholic, who built one pillar of the Au-
ftrian greatnefs in Spain, in Italy, and in
the Indies; as the fucceffion of the houfe
of Burgundy, joined to the imperial dignity
and the hereditary countries, eftablithed
another in the upper and lower Germany :
thefe caufes, and many others, combined
to form a very extraordinary conjuncture ;
and, by their confequences, to render the
fixteenth century fruitful of great events,
and of aftonithing revolutions,

T HE beginning of the feventeenth
opened ftill a greater and more important
fcene. ‘The Spanith yoke was well-nigh

. - Na2 impofed
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impofed on Ttaly by the famous: triumvi-
rate, ToLEDo at Milan, Ossun a at Naples,
and La Cueva at Venice. The diftrac-
tions of IFrance, as well as the ftate-policy
of the queen mother, feduced by Rome,
and amufed by Spain ; the defpicable cha-
racter of our James the firft, the rathnefs
of the eleGor Palatine, the bad intelligence
of the princes and ftates of the league in-
Germany, the mercenary temper of Joun
GeoRrGE of Saxony, and the great quali-
ties of MaxiMmiL1an of Bavaria, raifed
FerpINanD the fecond to the imperial
throne; when, the malesof the elder branch
of the Auftrian family in Germany being
extinguifhed at the death of MAaTTHIAS,
nothing was more defirable, nor perhaps
more practicable, than to throw the em-
pire into another houfe. Germany ran
the fame riique as Italy had done: Fer-
pINAND feemed more likely, even than
CuakLEs the filth had been, to become
abfolute mafter; and, if France had not
furnithed the greateft minifter, and the
North
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North the greateft captain, of that age, in
the fame point of time, Vienna and Ma-
drid would have given the law to the
weftern world.

As the Auftrian fcale funk, that of
Bourbon rofe. The true date of the rife
of that power, which has made the kings
of France fo confiderable in Europe, goes
up as high a¢ CuaRrLEs the feventh, and
Lewsis the eleventh. The weaknefs of
our HeNnry the fixth, the loofe condu&
of EpwaRrnb the fourth, and perhaps the
overfights of HENRY the feventh, helped
very much to knit that monarchy toge-
ther, as well as to enlarge it. Advantage
might have been taken of the divifions
which religion occafioned ; and fupport-
ing the proteftant party in France would
have kept that crown under reftraints,
and onder inabilities, in fome meafure
equal to thofe which were occafioned
anciently by the vaft alienations of it’s
demefnes, and by the exorbitant power of

N3 i’s
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it's vaffals, But JamEs the firft was in-
"capable of thinking with fenfe, orating
with fpirit. CHARLEs the firft had an
imperfect glimpfe of his true intereft, but
his uxorious temper, and the extrava-
gancy of that madman BuckiNGHAM,
gave RICHELIEU time to finith 3 great
part of his project: and the miferies, that
followed in England, gave MAzARIN
time and opportunity to complete the.
fyftem. The laft great act of this car-
dinal’s adminiftration was the Pyrenean
treaty.

Here I would begin, by reprefenting
the face of Europe fuch as it was at that
epocha, the interefts and the conduct of
England, France, Spain, Holland, and the
Empire. A fummary recapitulation fhould
follow of all the fteps taken by France,
during more than twenty years, to arrive
at the great object the had propofed to
herfelf in making this treaty: the moft
folemn article of which the minifter,

who
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who negotiated it, defigned fhould be
violated ; as appears by his letters, wrigy
from the Ifland of Pheafants, if I miftake
not. After this, another draught of Eu-
rope fhould have it’s place, according to
the relations, which the feveral powers
ftood in, one towards another, in one
thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight:
and the alterations which the revolution
in England made inr the politics of Europe.

A fummary account fhould follow of the
events of the war that ended in one thou-
fand fix hundred and ninety feven, with the
different viewsof king WiLL1AM the third,
and Lewis the fourteenth, in making the
peace of Ryfwic; which matter has been
much canvafled, and is little undérftood.

Then the difpofitions made by the parti-
tion-treaties, and the influences and con-
fequences of thefe treaties; and a third
draught of the ftate of Europe at the death
of CHARLEs the fecond of Spain. All
this would make the fubjet of oneor two
" books, and would be the moft proper
N 4 intro-
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introdu&ion imaginable to an hiﬁory of
&hat war with which our century began,
and of the peace which followed,

THuis war, forefeen for above half a
century, had been, during all that time,
the great and conftant obje&t of the coun-
cils of Europe. The prize to be contended
for was the richeft, that ever had been
ftaked, fince thofe of the Perfian and Ro-
man empires. The union of two powers,
which feparately, and in oppofition, had
aimed at univerfal monarchy, was appre-
hended. The confederates therefore en-
gaged in it, to maintain a balance between
the two houfes of Auftria and Bourbon,
in crder to preferve their fecurity, and to
affert their independance. But with the
fuccefs -of the war they changed their
views: and, if ambition began it on the
fide of France, ambition continued it on
the other. The battles, the fieges, the
furprifing revolutions, which happened in
the courfe of this war, are not to be pa-

ralleled
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ralleled in any period of the fame com-
- pafs. 'The motives, and the meafures, by
which it was protracted, the true reafons
why it ended in a manner, which ap-
peared not proportionable to it’s fuccefs ;
and the new political ftate, into which
Europe was thrown by the treaties of
Utrecht and Baden, are fubje&ts on which
few perfons have the neceflary informa-
tions, and yet every one fpeaks with af-
furance, and even with paffion. I think
I could fpeak on them with fome know-
ledge, and with as much indifference as
PoLyB1us does of the negotiations of his
father LYcorTAS, even in thofe poin's
where I was myfelf an actor,

I wiLL even confefs to you, that I
thould not defpair of performing this part
better than the former. There is nothing
in my opinion fo hard to execute, as thofe
political maps, if you will allow me fuch
an expreflion, and thofe fyften:s of hints,
rather than relations of events, which are

receflury
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neceffary to conne& and explain them
and which muft be fo concife, and yet
fo full; fo complicate, and yet fo clear.
I know nothing of this fort well done by
the ancients. SALusT’s introdu@ion, as
well as that of THucYDIDES, might
ferve almoft for any other piece of the
Roman or Greek flory, as well as for
thofe, which thefe two great authots chofe.
PoLys1us does not come up, in his in--
troduction, to this idea neither. Among
the moderns, the firft book of MacHI-
aveL’s Hiftory of Florence is a noble
original of this kind: and perhaps father
Pavur’s Hiftory of Benefices is, in the
fame kind of compofition, inimitable.

TresE are a few of thofe thoughts,
which come into my mind when I
confider how incumbent it is on every
- man, that he fhould be able to give an
account even of his leifure; and, in the
midft of folitude; be of fome ufe to fo-
ciety.

I xNow
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I xNow not whether I fhall have
courage enough to undertake the tafk I
" have chalked out: I diftruft my abdlities
with reafon, and I fhall want feveral in-
formations, not eafy, I doubt, for me to
obtain. But, in all events, it will not be
poffible for me to go about it this year;
the reafons of which would be long
enough to fill another letter, and I doubt
that you will think this grown too bulky
already, '

Adieu.
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OF THE

TRUE USE

OF

RETIREMENT and STuDY:

To the Right Honorable ,
Lod BATHURST.

'LETTER IL

INCE my laft to your lordthip, this

is the firft favourable opportunity I
have had of keeping the promife I made .
you. I will avoid prolixity, as much as I
can, in a firft draught of my thoughts;
but I muft give you them as they rife in
my mind, without ftaying to marfhal

them in clofe order.
3

A's proud as we are of human reafon,
nothing can be more abfurd than the ge-
neral fyftem of human life, and human

know-
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knowledgc This faculty of diftinguith-
ing true from falfe, right from wrong,
and what is agreecable, from what is re-
pugnant, to nature, either by one a&, or
by a longer procefs of intuition, has not
- Been given with fo fpating an hand, as
many appearances would make us apt to
believe. If it was cultivated, therefore, as
early, and as carefully as it might be, and
if the exercife of it was left gencrally as
free as it ought to be, our common no-
tions and opinions would be more confo-
nant to truth than they are: and, truth
being but one, they would be more uni-
form likewife.

But this rightful miftrefs of human
life and knowledge, whofe proper office
it is to prefide over both, and to direct us
in the condu&t of one and the purfuit of

“the other, becomes degraded  in the intel-
leGtual oeconomy. She is reduced to a
mean and fervile ftate, to the vile drudgery
of conniving at principles, defending opi-
nions, and confirming habits, thatare none

' ' of
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of hers. They, who do her moft ho-

nor, who confult her ofteneft, and obey .
her too very often, are ftill guilty of limit-

ing her authority according to maxims,

and rules, and fchemes, that chance, or

ignorance, or intereft, firft devifed, and

that cuftom fan&ifies: cuftom, that refult

of the paffions and prejudices of many,

and of the defigns of a few : that ape of
reafon, who ufurps her feat, exercifes her

power, and is obeyed by mankind in her

ftead. Men find it eafy, and government

makes it profitable, to concur in eftablith-

ed fyftems of fpeculation, and practice:

and the whole turn of education prepares

them to live upon credit all their lives.

Much pains are taken, and time beftowed,

to teach us what to think, but little or

none of either, to inftrué us how to think,

The magazine of the memory is ftored

and ftuffed betimes; but the conduc of
the underftanding is all along negletted,

and the free exercife of it is, in effe&, for-

bid in all places, and in terms in fome.

" THERE
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THERE is a ftrange diftruft of human
reafon in every human inftitution : this-
diftruft is fo apparent, that an habitual
fubmiffion to fome authority, or other, is
forming in us from our cradles; that prin-
ciples of reafoning, and matters of fad,
are inculcated in our tender minds, before
we are able to exercife that reafon; and
that, when we are able to exercife it, we
are either forbid, or frightened from doing
fo, even on things that are themfelves
the proper objes of reafon, or that are
delivered to us upon an authonty whofe
fufficiency or mfuﬁicxency is fo moft
evidently.

ON many fubjeés, fuch as the general
laws of natural religion, and the general
rules of fociety and good policy, men of
all countries and laniguages, who cultivate
their reafon, judge alike. The fame pre-
miffes have led them to the fame con-
clufions, and fo, following the fame guide, -

they
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.

they have trod in the fame path:: at leatt,
the differences are {mall; eafily reconciled,
and fuch as could not, of themfelves, con-
tradiftinguifh nation from nation, religion
from religion, and fe&t from fe¢t. How
comes it then that there are other points,
on which the moft oppofite opinions are
entertained, and fome of thefe with fo
much heat; and fury, that the men on one
fide of the hedge will die for the affirma-
tive, and the men on the other for the
negative? * Toute opinion eft affez forte
‘¢ pour fe faire époufer au prix de la vie,”
fays MonTAGNE, whom I often quote,
as I do SENEcA, rather for the fmartnefs
of expreffion, than the weight of matter.
Look narrowly into it, and you will find
that the points agreed on, and the points
difputed, are not proportionable to the
comnon fenfe and general reafon of man-
kind, Nature and truth are the fame
every where, and reafon fhews them
every where alike. But the accidental and
other caufes, which give rife and growth
. Vor. II. 0] to
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to opinions, both in fpeculdtion and prac=
tice, are of infinite variety ;and whereever
thefe opinionsare once confirmed by cuftomn
and propagated by education; various, in-
confiftent, contradi@ory as they are, they
all pretend (and all their pretences are
backed by pride, by paffion, and by in-
tereft) to have reafon; or revelation, of
both, on their fide; tho neither reafon
nor revelation can be poffibly on the fide
of more than one, and may be poﬁibly on
the fide of none.

Tuus it happens. that the people of
Tibet are Tartars and Idolaters, that they
are Turks and Mahometans at Conftanti-
nople, Italians and Papifts at Rome ; and
how much foever education may be lefs
confined, and the means of knowledge
more attainable, in France and our own
country, yet thus it happens in great mea-
fure that Frenchmen and Roman Catholics
are bred at Paris, and Englifhmen and
Proteftants at London.  For men, indeed,

* properly
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properly fpeaking, are bred no where:
cvery one thinks the {yftem, as he {peaks
the language, of his country; at leaft there
are few that think, and none that a&, in
any country, according to the ditates of
pure unbiaffed reafon; unlefs they may
be faid to do fo, when reafon dire@s them
to fpeak and a& according to the fyftem
of their country, or fe&, at the fame time
as [he leads them to think according to
that of nature and truth.

Tuus the far greateft part of mankind
appears reduced to a lower ftate than other
animals, in that very refpe@®, on account
of which we claim fo great fuperiority
over them; becaufe inftin@®, that has it’s
due effe@, is preferable to reafon that has
not. I fuppofe in this place, with phxlo-
fophers, and the vulgar, that which I am
in no wife ready to affirm, that other am-
mals have no fhare of human reafon: for,
let me fay by the’way, it is much tnore
likely other animals fhould thare the hu-

- 02 man,
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man, which is denied, than that man
fthould fhare the divine reafon, which is.
affirmed.  But, fuppofing our monopoly
of reafon, would. not your lordfhip chufe
to walk wvpon four legs, to wear a long
tail, and to be called a beaft, with the ad-

- vantage of being determined by irrcfiftible

and unerring inftin& to thofe truths that
are neceflary to your well-being; rather
than to walk on two legs, to wear no tail,,

and to be honored with the title of man,

at the expence of deviating from them
perpetually?  Inflin@ acts fpontaneoufly
wheneverit's attionis neceflary, and direGs
the animal according to the purpofe for

“which it was implanted in him, Reafon

i$ a nobler and more extenfive faculty; fbr
it extends to the unneceffary as well as
ncccﬁéry, and to fatisfy our curiofity as

“well as our wants: but reafon muft be

excited, 6; the will remain una&ive ; the
muft be left free, or the will condu@ us
wrong, and carry us farther aftray from

her own precin@s than we thould go

without



.of RETIREMENT and ‘StuDY. 197

without her help: in- the firft cafe, we
haveno fufficient guide ; and in the fecond,
the more we employ our reafon, the more
unreafonable we are. ‘

Now if all this be fo, if reafon has fo
little, and ignorance, paffion, intereft, and
cuftom fo much to do, in forming our
~opinions and our habits, and in direting
the whole condu& of human life; is it
not a thing defirable by every thinking
man, to have fhe opportunity, indulged to
fo few by the courfe of accidents, the op-
portunity “ fecum efle, et fecum vivere,”
of living fome years at leaft to outfelves;
and for ourfelves, in a ftate of freedom,
under the laws of reafon, inftead of paf-
fing our whole time in a ftate of vaffalage
under thofe of authority and cuftom? Is
it not worth our while to contemplate
ourfelves, and others, and all the things
of this world, once before we leave them,
through the medium of pure, and; if I may
fay fo, of undefiled reafon? Is it not

0] 3 worth
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worth our while to approve or condemn;
on our own authority, what we receive in
the beginning of life on the authority of
other men, who were not then better
able to Judge for us, than we are now to
judge for ourfelves?

TuAT this may be done, and has been
done to fome degree, by men who remain-
ed much more mingled than I defign to
be for the future, in the company and‘
bufinefs of the world, I fhall not deny:
but ftill it is better done in retreat and with
greater eafe and pleafure. 'Whilft we re-
main in the world, we are all fettered
down, more or lefs, to one common level,
and have neither all the lelfure nor all the
means and advantages, to foar above it,
which we may procure to ourfelves by
breakinig thefe fetters in retreat. To talk
of abftracting curfelves from matter, lay-
ing afide body, and being refolved, as’ it
were, into pure mtcllc&, is proud, meta-
phyﬁcal unmeanmg Jargon but to ab-

- fng
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fira® ourfelves from the prejudices, and
habits, and pleafures, and bufinefs of the

- world, is no more than many are, tho all

are not, capable of doing. They who
can do this, may elevate their {ouls in re-
treat to an higher flation, and may take
from thence fuch a view of the world, as
the fecond Scipio took in hisdream, from
the feats of the blefled, when the whole
earth appeared fo little to him, that he
could fcarce difcern that fpeck of dirt, the
Roman empire. Such a view as this will
encreafe our knowledge by fhewing us our
ignorance ; will diftinguith every degree
of probability from the loweft to the
higheft, and mark the diftance between
that and certainty ; will difpe] the intoxi- |
cating fumes of philofophical prefumption,
and teach us to eftablifh our peace of mind,
where alone it can reft fecurely, in refig-
nation : in fhort, fuch a view will render
life more agreeable, and death lefs terrible.
Is not this bufinefs, my lord? Is not this
Plgafur,c too, the higheft pleafure? The
04 world
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.world can afford us none fuch; we muft
‘retire from the world to tafte it with a full
guft; but we fhall tafte it the better for
- baving been in the world. ‘The fhare of
fenfual pleafures, that a man of my age can
‘promife himfelf, is hardly worth attention:
he fhould be fated, he will be foon dif-
abled; and very little refletion furely will
fuffice, to make his habits of this kind lofe
their power over him, in proportion at
leaft as his power of- indulging them di-
-minifhes.. Befides, your.lordfhip knows
that my - fcheme of retirement cxcludes
none of thefe pleafures that can be taken
with decency and convcniency; and to
fay the truth, Ibelieve that Iallow myfelf
more in fpeculation, than I fhall find I
want in practice. As to the habits of
bufinefs, they can have no hold on one
who has been fo long tired with it.  You
may obje&, that tho a man has difcarded
thefe habits, and has not even the embers -
of ambition about him to revive them,
yet he cannot renounce all public bufinefs
' as
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as abfolutely as I feem to do; becaufe a
better principle, a principle of duty, may
fummon him to the fervice of his country.
I will anfwer you with great fincerity.
No man- has higher notions of this duty
than I have. I think that fcarce any age,
or circumftances, can difcharge us entirely
from it; no, not my own. But as we are
apt to take the impulfe 6f our own paf-
fions, for a call to the performance of this
duty ; fo when thefe paffions impel us no
longer, thecall that puts us upon ation
~ muft be real, and loud too. Add to this;
that there are different methods, propor-
tioned to different circumftances and fitu-
ations, of performing the fame duty. .In
the middt of retreat, where ever it may be
fixed, I may contribute to defend. and
preferve the Britith conftitution of govern-
ment: apd you, my lord, may depend
upon me, thit whenever I can, I will,
- Should any on¢afk you, in this cafe, from
whom I éxpe&t myreward? Anfwer him
by dcclarmg to whom I pay this fervice ;
“ Dea
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¢ Deo immortali, qui me non accipers
“* modo haec a majoribus voluxt, fed etiam
s¢ pofteris prodere.”

BurT, to lead tbs: lifc 1 propofe with fa-
tisfaGtion and profit, renouncing the plea-
fures and bufinefs of the world, and break-
ing the habits of both is not fufficient :
the fupine creatyre whofe undesftanding is
fuperficially employed tbroug,h life, about
a few general notions, and is never bent
to a clofe and fteddy purfuit of truth, may
renounce the plcafu,res and bufinefs of the
world, for eyen in the bu.ﬁgpfs of the
world we fpg: fuch creatures often em-
ployed, and may break the habits; nay
he may retire and drone away life in folj-
* tude, like a monk, or like him over the
door of whofe houfe, as if his haufe had
been his tomb, fomebody writ, “ Here
** lies fuch an one,” But no fuch man will
be able to make the true ufe of retirement.
The employment .of his mind, that would
have been agrecable and eafy if he had

aC-
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accuftomed himfelf to it early, will be
unpleafant and 1mpta&1cable late: fuch
men lofe their intelleGual powers for want
of exerting them, and, having trifled away
youth, are reduced to the neceflity of
wrifling away age. It fares with the mind
juft as it does thh the body. He who was
- born, with a tcxturc of brain as ﬂrong as
that of NEwTon, may become unable to
perform the common ryles of arithmetic:
juft as' he who has the fame elaﬁicxty in
his mufcles, the fame fspplenefs in his
joints, and all his nerves and finews as well
‘braced as JACQB Havr, ‘may become a
fat unwxeldy fluggard.  Yet farther, the
implicit creature, who has thought it all
his life needlefs, or unlawful, to examine
the principles or falts fthat he took -origi-
nally on truft, wxll be as little able as the
ether, to nnprovc his folitude to any good
purpofe: unlefs we call it a good purpofe,
for that fometimes happens, to confirm
-and" exalt his prejudlces fo that he may
live and die in one continued delirium.
Thc confirmed pre)udxccs of a thoughtful
- ife
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_ life areas hard to change as the confirmed
habits of an indolent life : and as fome
muft trifle away age becaufe they have
trifled away youth, others muft labour on
in g maze of error, becaufe they have
wandered: there too long to find their way
out. = - -

. 'THERE is a prejudice in China in fa-
vour of little feet, and therefore the feet
‘of girls are fwathed and bound up from
the cradle, fo that the women of that
country are unable to walk without totter-
ing and ftumbling all their lives. Among
the favages of America, there are fome
who hold flat heads and long ears in great
efteem, and therefore prefs the one, and
draw down the others fo hard from their
infancy, that they deftroy irrecoverably
the true proportions of nature, and. con-
tinue all their lives ridiculous to every fight -
but their own. Juft fo, the firft of thefe
characters cannot make any progrefs, and

the fecond will not attempt to make any,
in
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in an impartial fearch after real know-
lcdge -

' To fet about acquiring the habits of
meditation and ftudy late in life, is like
getting into a go-cart with a grey beard,
and learning to walk when we have loft -
the ufe of our legs. In general, the foun-
dations of an happy old age muit be laid
in youth’: and in particular, he who has
not cultivated his reafon young, will be
utter]y unable to improve it old.

¢t Manent ingenia fenibus, modo perma-
“neant ﬁ:udxum & induftria.”

Not only a love of ftudy, and a defire of
knowledge, muft have grown up with us,
but fuch an induftrious apphcatlon like-
wife, as requires the whole vigour of the
mind to be exerted in the purfuit of truth,
through long trains of ideas, and all thofe
dark recefles wherein man, not God, has
hid it,

THis
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“TH1s love and this defire I have fei¢
all my life, and I am not quite a ftranger
to this induftry and application, Thete
hasbeen fomething alwaysready to whifper
in my ear; whilft I ran the courfe of plea-
fure and of bufinefs, ¢ Solve fenefcentemi
“ matare fano$ equam.”

" But mty Genius, unlike the defiroi of
Socr ATk, whifpered {0 foftly, that very
often I heard him not, in the hurty of
thofe paffions by which I was tranfport-
ed. Some calinér hours there were: in
them I hearkened fo him. Refletion had
often it’s turn, and the love of ftudy and
the defite of knowledge have never quite
abandoned me. I am not therefore en-
tirely tinprepared for the life I will lead,
and it is not without reafon that I
promife myfelf more fatisfaction in the
latter part of it, than I ever knew in the
former. '

Your
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Your lordfhip tnay think this perhaps
a little too fanguine, for one who has loft
fo much time already : you may put me
in mind, that human life has no fecond
fpring,” no fécond fummer : you may afk
me what I mean by fowing in autumn,
and whether I hope to teap in winter ?
My asifwer will be, that I think very
differently 'from mhoft men, of the timé
we havé to paft, and the bufinefs we have
to do in this world. I think we havé
more of one, and lefi of the other,
than is commonly fuppofed. Our want
of time; and the fhortnefs of human life,
are foiné of the principal comtnon-place
complaints, which we prefer againft the
eftablithed ordeér of things: they are the
gramblings of the volgar, and the pathe«
tic Jamentations of the philofopher; but
they are impertinent and impious in both.
The man of bufinefs defpifes the man of
pleafure, for fquandering his time away ;
the man of pleafure pitizs or laughs at the
maf
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man of bufinefs, for the fame thing : and
yet both concur fupercilioufly and abfurdly
‘to find fault with the Supreme Being, for
having given them fo little time. The
philofopher, who mlfpcnds it very often
as much as the others, joins in the fame
cry, and authorifes this impiety. TrEo-
PHRASTUS thought it extremely hard to
dic at ninety, and to go out of the world
when he had juft learned how-to live in-
it. His mafter ArisToTLE found fault
with nature, for treating man.in this refpect
worfe than feveral other animals: .both
very unphilofophieally ! and IloveSENECA
the better for his quarrel with the Stagirite
on this head: We fee, in fo many in-
ftances, a juft proportion of things, ac-
cording to their feveral relations to one
another ; that philofophy'fhould lead us to
conclude this proportion preferved, . even
where we cannot difcern it; inftead of
“leading us to conclude that it is riot prc_-
ferved where we do not difcern it ;

where we think that we fee the contrary
‘ To

’
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To conclude otherwife, is fhocking pre--
famption. It is to prefume that the {y-
ftem of the univerfe would have been more
wifely contrived, if creatures of our low
rank among intelletual natures had been
called to the councils of the Moft High;
or that the Creator ought to mend his
work by the advice of the creature.
That life which feems to our felf-love fo-
fhort, when we compare it with the ideas
we frame of eternity, or even with the
duration of fome other beings, will appear -
fufficient, upon a lefs partial view, to all
the ends of our creation, and of a juft pro-
portion in the fucceflive courfe of genera-
tions. The term itfelf is long: we ren-
der it fhort ; and the want we complain
of flows from our profufion, not from our
poverty. We are all arrant fpendthrifts; .
fome of us diffipate our eftates on the
trifles, fome on the fuperfluities, and then-
we all complain that we want the necef- .
faries, of life. The much greateft part
never reclaim, but die bankrupts to God
Vor. IL P and



210 - ‘(')f the true Ufe

and man. Others reclaim late, and they
are apt to imagine, when they make up
their accounts and fee how their fund is
diminithed, that they have not enough
remaining to live upon, becaufe they have
not the whole. But they deceive them-
felves: they were richer than they thought,
and theyare not yet poor. If they hufband
frell the remainder, it will be found fuf-
ficient for all the neceffaries, and for fome
of the fuperfluitics, and trifles too perhaps,
of life : but then the former order of ex-
-pence muft be inverted; and the necel-
faries of life muft be provided, before they
put themfelves to any coft for the trifles
or fuperfluities.

LET us leave the men of pleafure and
of bufinefs, who are often candid enough -
to own that they throw away theis time,
and thereby to confefs that they complain
of the Supreme Being for no other reafom
than this, that he has not proportioned
his beunty to their extravagance: let us

con-
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confider the fcholar and the philofopher;
who, far from owning that he throwsany

time away, reproves others for doing it:

‘that folemn mortal who abftains from the
pleafures, and declines the bufinefs of the

world, that he may dedicate his whole

time to the fearch of truth, and the im-

provement of knowledge. When fuch

an one complains of the fhortnefs of hu-

man life in general, or of his remaining

thare in particular; might not a man, more

reafonable tho lefs folemn, expoftulate thus

with him ? '

. “Your complaint is indeed confiftent
“ with your prattice; but you would not,
¢ pofiibly, renew your complaint if you
“ reviewed your pra&tice. Tho reading
‘“ makesa fcholar ; yet every {cholar is not
“ a philofopher, nor every philofopher a
“ wife man, It coft you twenty years
* to devour all the volumes on one fide of
*¢ your library: you came out a great critic
““in Latin and Greek, in the Oriental

P2 tongues,
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*“ tongues, in hiftory and chronology ; but.
¢ you was not fatisfied : you confefled that
“ thefe werethe ¢ literae nihil fanantes;”
““ and you wanted more time to acquire
« other knowledge. You have had this
“time: you have pafled twenty years
¢ mere on the other fide of your library,
¢« among philofophers, rabbies, commen-
“¢ tators, fchoolmen, and whole legions of
** modern dotors. You are extremely
«« well verfed in all that has been written
¢¢ concerning the nature of God, and of
« the foul of man ; about matter and form,.
“ body and fpirit ; and fpace, and eternal
‘¢ effences, and incorporeal fubftances;
« and the reft of thofe profound fpecula-
‘,‘ tions.- You are a mafter of the contro-
< yerfies that have arifen about nature and
¢ grace,about predeftinationand free-will,
« and all the other abftrufe queftions that
< have made fo much noife in the {chools,
* and done fo much hurt in the world.
« You are going on, as faft as.the infir-
“ mities, you haye contracted, will permit,
<< in

A}
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‘“ in the fame courfe of ftudy; but you
“ begin to forefee that you fhall want
“ time, and you make grievous com-
< plaints of the thortnefs of human life.
 Give me leave now to afk you, how
““ many thoufand years God muft prolong
“ your life, in order to reconcile you to
“¢ his wifdom and goodnefs ? It is plain, at
¢¢ leaft highly probable, that a life as long
““ as that of the moft aged of the patri-
“¢ archs, would be too fhort to anfwer your
“ phrpofcs; fince the refearches and di(-
“ putes in which you are_engaged, have
“ been already for a much longer time
“¢ the objects of learned enquiries, and re-
““ main {lill as imperfe@ and undetermined
“ as they were at firt. But let me afk
““ you again, and deceive neither yourfelf
¢ nor me ; have you, in the courfe of thefe
« forty years, once examined the firft
#¢ principles, and the fundamental fiéts,
“on which all thofe queflions dep=nd,
“ with an abfolute indifference of judg-
¢ ment, and with a {crupulous exa&nefs?

P3 ‘““ with
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« with the fame that you haye employed
“ in examining the various confequences
¢ drawn from them, and the heterodox
¢ opinions about them? Have you not
“ taken them for granted, in the whole
¢ courfe of your ftudies? Or, if you have
*¢ looked now and then on the ftate of the
¢ preofs brought to maintain them, have
¢ you not done it as a mathematician looks
‘ over a demonftration formerly made, to
¢ refreth his memory, not to fatisfy any
« doubt ? If you have thus examined, it
““ may appear marvellous to fome, that
¢ you have fpent fo much time in many
« parts of . thofe ftudies, which have re-
¢ duced you to this he&ic condition, of fo
« much heat and weaknefs, But if you
¢¢ have not thus examined, it muft be evi-
¢ dent to all, nay to yourfelf on the leaft
¢ cool reflection, that you are ftill, not-
‘¢ withftanding all your learning, in a
‘““ ftate of ignorance. For knowledge
“can alone produce knowledge: and
¢ without fuch an examination of axioms

*“and
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“and falts, you can have none about in-
“ ferences.”

IN this manner one might expoftulate
very reafonably with many a great {cholar,
many a profound philofopher, many a
dogmatical cafuift. And it fervesto fet the
complaints about want of time, and the
thortnefs of human life, in a very ridiculous

“but atruelight.  Allmen are taught their
opinions, at leaft on the moftimportant fub-
Jjedts, by rote ; and are bred to defend them
- with obftinacy. They may be taught true
opinions; but whether true or falfe, thefame
zeal for them, and the fame attachment to
them, is every where infpired alike. The
Tartar believes as heartily.that the foul of
Fokinhabits in hisD A1Ro0, as the Chriftian
believes the hypoftatic union, or any article
in the Athanafian creed. Now this may .
anfwer the endsof fociety in fome refpects,
and do well enough for the vulgar of all
ranks : but it is not enough for the man
who cultivates his reafon, who is able to
Py think,
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think, and who ought to think, “for himi-

felf.  To fuch a man, every opinion that

he has not himfelf cither framed, or exa-

mined ftrily and then adopted, will pats

for nothing more than what it really is,

the opinion of other men; which may be

true or falfe for aught he knows. And

this is a ftate of uncertainty, in which no

‘fuch man can remain, with any peace of
‘mind, concerning thofe things that are of
greateft importance to us here, and may

be fo hereafter. He will make them

“therefore the obje@s of his firft and great-
eft attention.  If he hasloft time, he will

lofe no more; and when he has acquired

all the knowledge he is capable of acquir-

ing on thefe fubje@s, he will be the'lefs

concerned whether he has time to acquire

any farther. Should he have paffed his

life in the pleafures or bufinefs of the

world ; whenever he fets about this work,

he will foon have the advantage over the

learned philofopher. For he will foon

have fecured what is- neceffary to his

: hap-
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happinefs, and may fit down in the peace-
ful enjoyment of that knowledge : or pro-
ceed with greater advantage and fatisfac-
tion to the acquifition of new knowledge;
whilft the other continues his fearch after
things that are in their nature, to fay the
‘beft of them, hypothetical, precarious,
and fuperfluous,

BuT this is not the only rule, by ob-
. ferving of which we may redeem our time,
and have the advantage over thofe who
imagine they have fo much in point of
knowledge over your lordfhip or me, for
inftance, and who defpife our ignorance.
The rule I mean is this ; to be on our guard
againft the common arts of delufion,
{poken of already; which, every one is
ready to confefs, have been employed to
miflead thofe who differ from him. Let
us be dithident of ourfelves, but let us be
diffident of others too: our own paflions
may lead us to- reafon wrong ; but the
paflions and intereft of others may ha}t;c

' the
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the fame effe®. It is in every man’s
power, who fets about it in good earneft,
to prevent the firft: and when he hasdone
fo, he will have a confcious certainty of
it. 'To prevent the laft, there is one, and
but one fure method ; and that is, to re-
mount, in ‘thc furvey of our opinions, to
the firft and even remoteft principles on
which they are founded. No refpe&, no
habit, no feeming certainty whatever, muft
divert us from this: any affeCtation of
diverting us from it ought to increafe our
fufpicion: and the more important our
examination is, the more important this
method of condudting it becomes. Let
us not be frighted from it, either by the
fuppofed difficulty or length of fuch an
enquiry ; for, on the contrary, this is the
eaficft and the fhorteft, as well as the only
fure way of arriving at real knowledge;
and of being able to place. the opinions
we examine in the different clafles of true,
probable, or falfe, according to the truth, -
probability, or falthood of the principles
frem
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from whence they are deduced. If we
find thefe principles falfe, and that will
be the cafe in many inftances, we ftop our
enquiries on thefe heads at once ; and fave
an immenfe deal of time that we fthould
otherwife mifpend. The Muffulman who
enters on -the examination of all the dif-
putes that have arifen between the fol-
lowers of OMAR and ALt and other doc-
tors of his law, muft acquire a thorough
knowledge of the whole Mahometan fy-
ftem ; and will have as good a right to
" complain of want of time, and the fhort-
nefs of human life, as any pagan or Chri-
ftian divine or philofopher: but without
all this time and learning, he might have
difcovered that MAHOMET was an im-
- poftor, and that the Koran is an heap of
abfurdities, l

~ In fhort, my lord, he who retires from
the world, with a refolution of employing
his leifure, in the firft place to re-examine
and fettle his opinions, is inexcufable if he
does
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does not begin with thofe that are moft
important to him, and if he does not deal
honeftly by himfelf. To deal honeftly by
himfelf, he muft obferve the rule I have
infifted upon, and not fuffer the delufions
of the world to follow him into his retreat,
Every man’s reafon is every man’s oracle:
this oracle is beft confulted in the filence
of retirement ; and when we have fo con-
{fulted, whatever the decifion be, whether
in favour of our prejudices or againft them,
we muft reft fatisfied : fince nothing can be
more certain than this, that he who follows
that guide in the fearch of truth, asthat was
given him tolead himto it, will have amuch
better pleato make, whenever or wherever
he may be called to account, than he, who
has refigned himfelf, either deliberately or
inadvertently, to any authority upon earth,

; WHEN we have done this, concerning
God, ourfelves, and other men ; concern-
ing the relations in which we ftand to him
and to them ; the duties that refult from

‘ thefe
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thefe relations, and the pofitive will of the
Supreme Being, whether revealed tous in
a fupernatural, or difcovered by the right
.ufe of our reafon in a natural way — we
have done the great bufinefs of our lives.

Our lives are fo fufficient for this, that they
afford us time for more, even when we
begin late: efpecially if we proceed in
every other enquiry by the fame rule. To
difcover error in axioms, or in firft prin-
c1ples grounded on fads, is like the break-
ing of a charm. The enchanted caftle, the
fteepy rock, the burning lake difappear:

and the paths that lead to truth, which
we imagined to bz lo long, fo embarraffed,
and fo difficult, thew as they are, fhort,
open, and eafy. When we have fecured
the neceflaries, there may be time to amufe
ourfelves with the fuperfluities, and even
with the trifles, of life. “ Dulce eft defi-
¢ pere,” faid HorAcE : « Vive la baga-
“telle!” fays SwirT. I oppofe neither;

not the Epicurean, much lefs the Chnfhan
phllofopher but I infift that a principal

part
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part of thefe amufements be the amufe~ -
ments of fludy and refleGtion, of reading
and converfation. You know what con-
verfation I mean ; for we lofe the true ad-
vantage of our nature and conftitution, if )
we fuffer the mind to come, as it were,

to a ftand. When the body, inftead of

acquiring new vigour, and tafting new
pleafures, begins to decline, and is fated
with pleafures or grown incapable of taking

them, the mind may continue ftill to im-

prove and indulge itfelf in new enjoyments.
Every advance in knowledge opens a new

fcene of delight; and the joy that we feel

in the actual poffeffion of one, will be
heightened by that which we expett to
find in another: fo that, before we can ex-
hauft this fund of fucceffive pleafures, déath
will come to end our pleafures and our
pains at once. ¢ In his ftudiis laboribof-
‘¢ que viventi, non intelligitur quande ob-
¢ repit fencCtus: ita fenfim fine fenfu
« aetas fenefcit, nec fubito frangitur, fed
* diuturnitate extinguitur,”

- ThHis,
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Tuis, my lord, is the wifeft, and the
moft agreeable manner in which 2 man |
of fenfe can wind up the thread of life.
Happy is he whofe fituation and circum-
ftances give him the opportunityand means
of doing it! Tho he thould not have made-
any great adyances in knowledge, and
thould fet about it late, yet the tafk will
not be found difficult, unlefs he has gone
too far out of his way; and unlefs he
continues too long to halt, between the
diffipations of the world, and the leifure
of a retired life.

— Vivendi re@e qui prorogat horam,
Rufticus expeat dum defluat amnis, —

You know thereft. Iam fenfible, more
- fenfible than any enemy I have, of my
natural infirmities, and acquired difadvan-
tages: butl have begun, and Iwill perfift ;
for he who jogs forward on a battered
horfe, in the right way, may get to the end

of .
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of his journey ; which hecannot do, who
gallops the flecteft courfer of New-Market,
out of it. ,

Ap1Eu, mydear lord. ThoIhavemuch
more to fay on this fubjed, yet I perceive,
and I doubt you have long perceived, that
I have faid too much, at leaft for a letter,
already. The reft fhall be referved for
converfation whenever we meet : and then
I hope to confirm, under your lordfhip’s
eye, my fpeculations by my pra&ice. In
the mean time let me refer you to our
friend Pore. He fays I made a philofopher
of him : Tam fure he has contributed very
much, and I thank him for it, to the
making an hermit of me,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

T HAT the public may not

be impofed upon by any
lame and unequal tranflation, of
the followmg treatife, from the
French, in which language part
of it has been lately printed, and
retailed in a monthly Mercury;
it is judged proper to add it here,
at the end of this fecond volume,
from the author’s original manu-

fcrlpt as he himfelf had ﬁmﬂled
it for the prefs.
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ISSIPATION of mind, and

length of time, are the remedies to
“which the greateft part of mankind truft
in their affliGtions. But the firft of thefe
works a tempatary, the fecond a flow, ef-
fe& : and both are unworthy of a wife man,
Are we to fly from ourfelves that we may
Ry from our misfortunes, and fondly to

* Several paffages of this little treatife are taken
from SENECA : and the whole is writ with fome
allufion to his ftyle and manner, ¢¢ quanquam non

¢ omnino temere fit; quod de fententiis illius
¢¢ queritur Fabius,”” &c. Eras. De fen. jud.
' xmagmc
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imazine that the difeafe is cured becaufe
‘we find means to get fome moments of
refpite from pain? Or fhall we expett from
time, the phyfician of brutes, a lingering
and uncertain deliverance? Shall we wait
to be happy till we can forget that we are
miferable, and owe to the weaknefs of our
faculties a tranquillity which ought to be
the effect of their ftrength ? Far otherwife.
Let us fet all our paft and our prefent af-
flittions at once before our eyes*, Let us
refolve to overcome them, inftead of flying
from them, or wearing out the fenfe of
them by long and ignominious patience.
Inftead of palliating remedies, let us ufe
the incifion-knife and the cauftic, fearch
the wound to the bottom, and werk an
immediate and radical cure.

Tue recalling of former misfortunes
ferves to fortify the mind againft later. He
muft bluth to fink under the anguith of -
one wound, who furveys a body feamed

* SEN, De con. ad Hel.
' over
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over with the fcars of many, and who
has come viGtorious out of all the conflits
wherein he received them. Let fighs,
and tears, and fainting under the lighteft
ftrokes of adverfe fortune, be the portion’
of thofe unhappy people whofe tender
minds a long courfe of felicity has ener-
vated : while fuch, as have paffed through
years of calamity, bear up, witha noble
and immoveable conftancy, againft the
heavieft. Uninterrupted mifery has this
good effe®; as it continually torments; it
finally hardens. :

Sucw is the language of philofophy
and happy is the man who acquires the
right of holding it. But this right is not
to be acquired by pathetic difcourfe. Our
conduc can alone give it us: and there-
fore, inftead of prefuming on our ftrength,
the fureft method is to confefs our weak-
nefs, and, without lofs of time, to apply
ourfelves to the ftudy of wifdom. This
was the advice which the oracle gave to

Q4 ZENo,
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ZeNo *, and there is no other way of
fecuring our tranquillity amidft all the ac-
cidents to which human life is expofed.
Philofophy has, I know, her THR Asos, as
well as War : and among her fons many
there have been, who, while they aimed at
‘being more than men, became fomething
lefs. The means of preventing this danger
are eafy and fure. It is,a good rule, to
examine well before we addict ourfelves
to any fe& : but I think it is a better rule,
.to addi& ourfelves to none, Let us hear
them all, with a perfet indifferency on
which fide the truth lies: and, when we
come to determine, let nothing appear fo
venerable to us as our own underftandings.
Let us gratefully accept the help of every
one who has endeavoured to corret the
vices, and ftrengthen the minds of men ;
but let us chufe for ourfelves, and ylcld
univerfal affent to none. Thus, that I
may inftance the fe& already mentioned,
when we have laid afide the wonderful

* D1oG. LAERT.
and
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and furprifing fentences, and all the para-
doxes. of the Portic, we fhall find in that
fchool fuch doctrines as our unprejudiced
reafon fubmits to with pleafure, as na-
ture dictates, and as experience confirms,
Without this precaution, we run the rifque
of becoming imaginary kings, and real
flaves. With it, we may learn to affert
our native freedom, and live mdependcnt
on fortune.

In order to which great end, it is ne-
ceffary that we ftand watchful, as centinels,
~ to difcover the fecret wiles and open at-
tacks of this capricious goddefs, before
they reach us*.  Where fhe falls upon us
unexpcéted it is hard to refift; but thofe
who wait for her, will repel her with eafe.
The fudden invafion of an enemy over-
throws fuch as are not on their guard ;
but they who forefee the war, and prepare
themfelves for it before it breaks out, ftand,
without difficulty, the firft and the fierceft

* SeN. De con. ad Hel.
onfet,
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onfet. I learned this important leflon
long ago, and never trufted to fortune
even while the feemed to be at peace
with me. The riches, the honors, the_
reputation, and all the advantages which
her treacherous indulgence poured upon.
me, I placed fo, that fhe might fnatch
them away without giving me any dif-
turbance. I kepta great interval between
me and them. She took them, but fhe
could not tear them from me. No man
fuffers by bad fortune, but he who has
been deceived by good.  If we grow fond
of her gifts, fancy that they belong to us,
and are perpetually to remain with us,
if we lean upon them, and expe@ to be
confidered for them ;' we fhall fink into
all the bitternefs of grief, as foon as thefe
falfe and tranfitory benefits pafs away,
as foon as our vain and childith minds,
unfraught with folid pleafures, become
deftitute even of thofe which are imagi-
nary. But, if we do not fuffer ourfelves

to be tranfported by profperity, neither
' fhall
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fhall we be reduced by adverfity. Our
fouls will be of proof againft the dangers
of both thefe ftates: and, having explored
our ftrength, we fhall be fure of it; for
in the midft of felicity, we fhall have tried
how we can bear misfortune.

It is much harder to examine and
judge, than to take up opinions on truft ;
and therefore the far greateft part of the
world borrow, from others, thofe which
they entertain concerning all the affairs
of life and death®*. Hence it proceeds
that men are {fo unanimoufly eager in the
purfuit of things, which, far from having
any inherent real good, are varnithed over
with a fpecious and deccitful glofs, and
contain nothing anfwerable to their ap-
pearancest. Hence it proceeds, on the
~ other hand, that, in thofe things which

* Dum' unufquifque mavult ¢redere, quam ju-
dicare, nunquam de vita judicatur, femper cre-
ditur.  SEN. De vita beat.

+ Sen. Dé con. ad. Hel.
are
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are called evxle there is nothmg fo hard
and terrible as the general cry of the
world threatens. The word exile comes
indeed harth to the eédr, and firikes us
like a melancholy and execrable found,
through a cettain perfuaﬁon which men
have habitually concurred in. Thus the
multitude has ordained. But the greateft
part of their ordinances are abrogated by
the wife.

RejeeTinG therefore the judgment
of thofe who determine according to po-
pular opinions, or -the firft appearances
of things, let us examine what exile real-
ly is* It is, then, a change of place;
and, left you fhould fay that I diminith
the objet, and conceal the moft fhocking
- parts of it, I add, that this change of
place is frequently accompanied by {fome
or all of the following inconveniences:
by the lofs of the eftate which we enjoy-
ed, and the rank which we held; by the-

* SEN. De con. ad Hel. : I .
" ofs
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lofs of that confideration and power which
we were in pofleflion of ; by a feparation
from our family and our friends; by the
contempt which we may fall into ; by the
ignominy - with. which thofe who have
driven us abroad, will endeavour to fully
the innocence of our characters, and to
juftify the injuftice of their own con-
du&. '

ArL thefe fhall be fpoke to hereafter.
In the mean while, let us confider what
evil there is, in change of place, abﬁraét-
edly and by itfelf.

- 'To live deprived of one’s country is in-
tolerable *. Is it fo? How comes it then
to pafs that fuch numbers of men live out
of their countries by choice? Obferve
how the ftreets of London and of Paris
are crowded. Call over thofe millions
by name, and afk them one by one, of
what country they are: how many will
* Sen. De con. ad Hel.
‘ you
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you find, who, from different parts of the
earth, come to inhabit thefe great cities,
which afford the largeft opportumtxes and
the largeft encouragement, to virtue and
to vice? Some are drawn by ambition,
and fome are fent by duty; many refort
thither to improve their minds, and many
to improve their -fortunes ; others bring

their beauty, and others their eloquence,
to market. Remove from hence, and go
to the utmoft extremities of the Eaft or
the Weft: vifit the barbarous nations of
Afnca, or the inhofpitable regions of the.
North: you will find no climate fo bad,

no country {o favage, as not to have fome
people who come from abroad, and in-
habit there by choice.

AMonG numberlefs extravagancies.
which have pafled through the minds of
men, we may juftly reckon for one that
notion of a fecret affection, independent of
our reafon, and fuperior to our reafon,

“which we are ﬁ‘ppofed to have for our
country,
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country; as if there were fome phyfical
virtue in every fpot of ground, which ne-
ceffarily produced this effect in every one
born upon it.

¢ —Amor patriae ratione valentior omni*.”

As if the heimvei was an univerfal dif-
temper, infeparable from the conftitution
of an human body, and not peculiar to the
Swifs, who feem to have been made for
their mountains, -as their mountains feem
to havebeen made for them+-, This no-
tion may have contributed to the fecurity
and grandeur of ftates. It has therefore
been not unartfully cultivated, and the pre--
judice of education has been with care put -
on it’s fide. Men have come in this cafe,
as in many, from believing that it ought
to be fo, to perfiade others, and even to.
believe themfelvesthat itis fo. Procorius
relates that AsGarus came to Rome,
* Ov. De Ponto, ElL iv.

+ Card. BEnTI. Let.
: and
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and gained the efteem and friendfhip of
AvcusTusto fuch a degree, that thisem-
peror could not refolve to let him return.
home: that ABGARuUs brought feveral
~beafts, which he had taken one day in
hunting, alive to AuGusTus: that he
placed in different parts of the Circus fome
of the earth which belonged to the places
where each of thefe animals had been
caught : that as foon as this was done, and ,'
they were turned loofe, every one of them
.ran to that corner where his earth lay
that AucusTus, admiring their fentiment
of love for their country which nature
has graved in the hearts of beafts, and
ftruck by the evidence of the truth, grant-
ed the requeft which ABcARUS imme-
diately prefled upon him, and allowed,
tho with regret, the tetrarch to return to’
Edefla. But this tale deferves juft as
much credit as that which follows in the
fame place, of the letter of ABGARUS to
Jesus CurisT, of our Saviour’s anfwer,
and of the cure of ABGARuUs. There is
nothing,
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nothing, furely, more groundlefs than the
notion here advanced, nothing more ab+
furd. We love the country in which we
ate born, becaufe we rcceive particular,
benefits from it, and becaufe we have par-
ticular obligations to it: which ties we
thay have to another country, as well as
to that we ate born in ; to our country by
eleion, as well as to our country by
birth. In all othet refpects, a wife man
looks on himifelf as a citizen of the world:
‘and, when you afk him where his country
lies; points, like ANAXAGORAS, with his
finger to the heavens.

TuERE ate other perfons, again, who
have imagined that as the whole univerfe
fuffers a continual rotation, and nature
feems to delight in it, or to preferve her-
felf by it, fo thereis in the minds of men
a natural reftleffnefs, which inclines them
tochange of place, and to the fhifting their
babitations*. This opinion has at leaft -

* SeN, De con. ad Hel.

Vor. II. R an
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an appearance of truth, which the other
wants ; and is countenanced, as the other
is contradicted, by experience. But, what-
ever thereafonsbe, which muft have varied
infinitely in an infinite number of cales,

and an immenfe fpace of time; true it is

in fa&, that the families and pations of
the world have been in a continual fluc-
tuation, roaming about on the face of the
globe, driving and driven owt by turns.
What a number of colonies has Afia fent
into Europe ! "The Phoenicians planted the
coafts of the Mediterranean fea, and pufth-

ed their fettlements even into the ocean.

The Etrurians were of Afiatic extraction;
and, to mention no more, the Romans,
thofe lords of the world, acknowledged a

Trojan exile for the founder of their em-

pire. How many migrations have there
been, in return to thefe, from Europe into
Afia? They would beendlefs to enumerate;
for, befides the Aeolic, the Ionic, and others
of almoft equal fame, the Greeks, during
feveral ages, made continual expeditions,

and
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and built cities in feveral parts of Afia.
‘The Gauls penetrated thither too, and
eftablifhed a kingdom. The European
Scythians over-ran thefe vaft provinces,
“and carried their arms to the confines of
Egypt. ALEXANDER fubdued all from
the Hellefpont to India, and built towns,
and eftablifhed colonies, to fecure his con-
quefts, and to eternife his name. From
both thefe parts of the world Africa has
received inhabitants and mafters; and what
fhe has received fhe has given. The Ty-
rians built the city, and founded the repub-
lic, of Carthage; and Greek ‘has been the
language of Egypt. In the remoteft anti-
quity we hear of BELus in Chaldaea, and
of SEsosTR1s planting his tawny colonies
in Colchos: and Spain hasbeen, in thefe
later ages, under the dominion of the Moors.
If we turn - to Runic hiftory, we find our
fathers, the Goths, led byWopEeN and by
‘THOR, their heroes firft and their divini-
ties afterwards, from the Afiatic Taytary
info Europe: and who can affure us that
- Ra2. this
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this was their firft migration? They came

into Afia perhaps by the eaft, from that

continent to which their- fons have lately

failed from Europe by the weft: and thus,

in the procefs of three or four thoufand

years, the fame race of men have pufhed

their conquefts and their habitations round

the globe: at leaft this may be fuppofed,

as reafonably as it is fuppofed, I think by

GroT1vus,that America was peopled from

Scandinavia. The world isa great wilder-

nefs, wherein mankind have wandered and

joftled one another about from the creation,

Some haveremoved by neceflity, and others -
by cheice. One nation has been fond of
feizing what another was tired of poffef-

fing : and it will be difficult to point out the

country which is to this day in the hands
~of it’s firft mhabltants

Tuus fate has ordained that nothing
fhall remain long in "the fame ftate : and’
what are all thefe tranfportations of people,
‘but fo many public Exiles ? VARRo, the

moft
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moft learned of the Romans, thought, fince
Nature* is the fame wherever we go, that
this fingle circumftance was fufficient to
remove all objetions to change of place,
taken by itfelf, and ftripped of the other
inconveniences which attend exile. M.
BruTusthoughtit enough that thofe, who
go into banifhment, cannot be hindered
from carrying their Virthe along with them,
Now, if any one judge that each of thefe
comforts is in itfelf infufficient, he muft
however confefs that both of them, joined
" together, are able to remove the terrors of
exile. For what trifles muft all we leave
behind us be efteemed, in comparifon of
the two moft precious things which men
can enjoy, and which, we are fure, will
follow us wherever we turn our fteps, the
fame Nature, and our proper Virtue 4} ?
Believe me, the providence of God has e-
ftablifhed {uch an order in the world, that
of all which belongs to us the leaft valuable
parts can alone fall under the will of others,

. * SeN. De con. ad Hel. + Ib.
R3 What-
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Whatever is beft is fafeft ; lies out of the
reach of human power ; can neitherbegiven
nor taken away. Such is this great and
beautiful work of nature, the world. Such
is the mind of man, which contemplates
and admires the world whereof it makes
the nobleft part. Thefe are infeparably
ours, and as long as we remain in one we
thall enjoy the other. Let us march there-
fore intrepidly wherever we are led by the
courfe of human accidents. Wherever
they lead us, on what coaft foever we are
thrown by them, we fhall not find our-
felves abfolutely ftrangers. We fhall meet
with men and women, creatures of the
fame .ﬁgurc, endowed with the fame fa-
culties, and born under the fame laws of
nature. We fhall fee the fame virtues and
vices, flowing from the fame general prin-
ciples, but varied in a thoufand different
and contrary modes; according to that in-
finite variety of laws and cuftoms which
is eftablifhed for the fame univerfal end,
the prefervation of fociety. We fhall feel
the
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the fame revolution of feafons, and the
" {ame fun and moon * will guide the courfe
of our year. The fame azure vault, be-
fpangled with ftars, will be every where
- fpred over our heads. There is no part
of the world from whence we may not ad-
mire thofe planets which roll, like ours, in
different orbits round the fame central fun;
from whence we may not difcover an ob-
je& fill more ftupendous, that army of
fixed ftars hung up in ‘the immenfe fpace
of the univerfe, innumerable funs whofe
beams enlighten and cherith the unknown
worlds which rollaround them: and whilft
I am ravithed by fuch contemplations as
thefe, whilft my foul is thus raifed up to
heaven, it imports me little what ground
I tread upon.

* Prur. Of banilhment. He compares thofe
who cannot live out of their own country, to the
fimple people who fancied that the moon of Athens
was a finer moon than that of Corinth.

= labentem coelo quae ducitis annum.,
Vir. Geo.

R4 BruTus
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BruTus* in the book which he writ
on virtue, related that he had feen MAR-
CELLUS in exile at Mytxlenc, llvmg m all
the happinefs which human nature is ca-
pable of, and cultxvatmg, with as muchaf-
fiduity as ever, all kinds of laudable know-
ledge. He added that this fpectacle made -
him think that it was rather he who went
into bam{hment ﬁncc he was to return
without the other, than the othcr who
remained init. OMARCELLUSs, far
more happy when BRuTus approved thy
exile, than when the commonwcalth ap-
proved thy confulﬂnp ! How great a man
muft thou have been, to extort adm 1rat10n
from him who appeared an objec of ad-
miration even to his own CaTo! The
fame BruTUSs reported further, that
Cazrsar overfhot Mytilene, becaufe he
could not ftand the fight of MARCELLUS
reduced to a ftate o unworthy of him.
His refioration was at length obtained by
. % Sen. De con. ad Hel, '

the
{ o
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the public interceffion of the whole fenate,
‘who were dejected with grief to fuch a
degree, that they feemed all upon this
occafion to have the fame fentiments with
‘BruTus, and to be fuppliants for them-
felves, rather than for MARCELLUS *
“This was to return with honor; but futely
he femained abroad with greater, when
BruTus could not refolve to leave him,
nor CAESAR to fee him ; for both of them
bore witnefs of his merit.” BruTuUs
grieved, and CaEsar bluthed to go o
Rome thhout lnm.

Q. MeTeLLus NuMmipicus had un-
dergone the fame fate fome years before,
‘while the people, who are always the fureft
inftruments of their own fervitude, were
laying, under the condu& of MaRr1uUs, the
foundations ‘of that tyranny which was
perfc&cd by CAESAR. METELLUS a-

* MARCELLUS was aﬂ'aﬁ'mated at Athens, in his
return home, by CHILO, an old friend, and fellow-
foldier of his. The motive ‘of CHILO is not ex-

plained in hiftory.” CAEsAR was fufpeéted, but he
feems to be Juﬁxﬁed by t‘he opnmon of Baurvs .
; o lonc,
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lone, in the midft of an intimidated fenate,
and outrageous multitude, refufed to fwear
to the pernicious laws of the tribune Sa-
TUrRNINUs, His conftancy became his
crime,and exilehis punifhmcnt. A wild and
lawlefs fation prevailing againft him, the
beft men of the city armed in his defence,
and were ready to lay down their lives that
they might preferve fo much virtue to their
country. Buthe, havmg failed to perfuade,
~ thought it not lawful to conftrain. He
judged in the phrenfy of the Roman com-
monwealth,asPL ATo judged in the dotage
of the Athenian. METELLUsknew, that
if his fellow-citizens amended, he fhould
~ berecalled ; and if they did not amend, he
thought he could be no where worfe than
at Rome. He went voluntarily intoexile, -
and wherever he pafled he carried the fure
fymptom of a fickly ftate, and the certain
prognoftic of an expiring commonwealth.
- 'What temper he continued in abroad will
beftappear by afragment of one of his letters
which GELL1Us*, in a pedantic compila-

* Lib. xvii. cap. 2.
tion
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tion of phrafes ufed by the annalift

CrAuD1Us, has preferved for the fake of
the word Frunifcor. * Illi vero omnijure
<¢ atque honeftate interditi: ego neque
€¢ aqua neque igne careo ; et fumma gloria
¢¢ frunifcor.” Happy MeTELLUS! happy
in the confcience of thy own virtue ! happy
in thy pious fon, and in that excellent friend
who refembled theeinmeritand in fortune!

" RuTirius had defended Afia againft
the extortions of the publicans, according
to the firi& juftice of which he made
profeffion, and to the particular duty of his
office. 'The Equeftrian order were upon
this account his enemies, and the Marian
fation was fo of courfe, an account of his
probity, aswell asout of hatredto METE L-
rus. The moft innocent man of the city
was accufed of corruption. The beft man
was profecuted by the worft,by Aricius;
a name dedicated to infamy*, Thofe who~
had ftirred up the falfe accufation fat ag

* There was another ApICIUS, in the reign of
T1BERIUS, famous for his gluttony, and a third
in the time of TRAJAN,

judges,
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judges, and pronounced the unjuft fentence
againft him. He hardly deigned to defend
his caufe, but retired into the Eaft, where
that roman virtue, which Rome could not
‘bear, was received with honor *, Shall
" RuTrIrius now be deemed unhappy,
when they who condemned him are, for
that aion, delivered down as criminals
to all future generations ? when he quitted
his country with greater eafe than he would
fuffer his exile to finith? when he alone
durft refufe the di®ator SyrLra, and being
recalled home, not only dechned to go,
but fled farther off?

WurAT do you propofe, it 'may be faid,
by thefe examples, multitudes of whxch
are to be colleted from the memorials of
formerages? 1 propofe to fhew that as
Change of Place, fimply confidered, can
render no man unhappy, fo the other evils
which are obje@ed to exile, either cannot
happen to wife and virtuous men ; or, if’
they do happen to them, cannot render

, * * SN, L. De prov. cap. 3. " :
. cm
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them miferable. Stones afe hard,and cakes
of ice are cold : and all who feel them, feel
them alike®. But the good or the bad
events, which fortune brings upon us, are
felt according to what qualities we, not
they, have. They are in themfelves in-
different and common accidents, and they
acquire ftrength by nothing but our vice
or our weaknefs.  Fortune can difpenfe
neither felicity nor infelicity unlefs we co-
operate with her. Few men, who are un-
happy under the lofs of an eftate, would
be happy in the poffeffion of it : and thofe,
who deferve to enjoy theadvantages which
exile takes away, will not be unhappy
when they are deprived of them.

IT grieves me to make an exception to
this rule ; but TuLLy was one fo remark-
ably, that the example can be neither con-
cealed, nor pafled over.. This great man,
who had been the faviour of his country,
who hadfeared, in the fupport of that caufe,
neither the infults of a defpcrate party, nor
the daggers of affaflins, when he came to

* PLur. On exile,
fuffer



254 REFLEcTIONs upon ExILE,

fuffer for the fame caufe, funk under the
weight. He difhonored that banithment
which indulgent providence meant to be
the means of rendering his glory complete.
Uncertain where he thould go, or what he
thould do, fearfulas a woman, and froward
as a child, he lameénted the lofs of his rank,
of his riches, and of hisfplendid popularity.
His eloquence ferved only to paint his
ignominy in ftronger colors. He wept
over the ruins of his fine houfe which
Crop1vus had demolithed : and his fepara-
tion from Terentia, whom he repudiated
not long afterwards, was pérhaps an afflic-
tion to him at this time. Every thing be-
comes intolerable to the man who is once
fubducd by grief *. Heregrets whathe took
no pleafure in enjoying, and, overloaded al-
ready, he fhrinks at the weight of a feather.
Cicero’sbehaviour, in thort, was fuch that
hisfriends, as well as his enemies, believed
him to have loft his fenfes . CaEsar

* Mitto caetera intolerabilia. Etenim fletu im-
pedior. L. iii. Ad Attic. ep. 10.
1+ Tam faepe, et tam vehementer objurgas, et
animo infirmo efle dicis. Ib. :
beheld
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beheld, with a fecret fatisfaction, the man,
who had refufed to ‘be his lieutenant,

weeping under the rod of Crop1vus,

Pomre v hoped to find fome excufe for his
own ingratitude in the contempt which the
friend, whom he had abandoned, expofed
himfelfto. Nay ATT1cusjudged himtoo
meanly attached to his former fortune, and
reproached himfor it. ATTICUS, whofe -
great talents were ufury and trimming,
who placed his principal merit in being
rich, and who would have been noted with
infamy at Athens, for keeping well withall
fides, and venturing on none §: evenATT1-
cusblufhed forTuLL Y, and the moft plau-
fible man alive aflumed the ftyle of CaTo.

I mavEe dwelt the longeronthisinftance,
becaufe, whilft it takes nothing from the
truth which has been eftablifhed, it teaches
us another of great importance. Wife men
are certainly fuperior to all theevils of exile.
Butin a ftrict fenfe he, who hasleft any one
paffion_in his foul unfubdued, will not de-

§ Prur. Vit. Solon,
ferve
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fei've that appellation. Itig notenough thaf
we have ftudied all the daties of publivc and
private life, that we are perfectly acquainted
with them, and that we live up to them in
the eye of the world. A paffion that lies
dormant in the heart, and has efcaped out
fcrutiny, or which we have obferved and
indulged as venial, or which we have per=
haps encouraged, .as a principle to exeite
and to aid our virtue, may one time or o-
ther deftroy our tranquillity, and difgrace
our whole characer. - When virtue has
fteeled the mind on every fide; we are in<
vulnerable on every fide: but AcHiLLES
 was wounded in the heel.  The leaft part;
overlooked or neglected, may expofe us to-
receive amortal blow. Reafon cannot obtain
the abfolute dominion of our fouls by one
viGtory. Vice has many referves, which
muft be beaten ; many ftrongholds, whickh
muft be forced; and we may be found.
of proof in many trials, without being fo
in all. We may refift the fevereft, and
yield to the weakeft attacks of fortune.

We may have got the better of avarice,
the
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the moft epidemical difeafe of the mind,
and yet be flaves to ambition.* We may
have purged our fouls of the fear of death,
and yer fome other fear may venture to
lurk behind. This was the cafe of Ci-
CERO. Vanity was his cardinal vice.t It
~ had, I queftion not, warmed his zeal,
quickened his induftry, animated the love
of his country, and. fupported his con-
ftancy againft CATALINE: but it gave
to CLop1us an entire viory over him.
He was not afraid to dye, and part with

' eftate,

* SENECA fays the contrary of all this, according
to the Stoical fyftem, which however he departs
from on many occafions, - ¢ Si contra unam quam-
<¢ libet partem fortunae fatis tibi roboris eft, idem
¢ adverfus omnes erit.—Si avaritia dimifit, vehe-
¢ mentiffima generis humani peftis, moram tibi am-
¢¢ bitio non faciet. Si ultimum diem, &c. De Con.
ad Hel. .

Non fingula vitia ratio, fed pariter omnia profter-
nit. In univerfum femel vincitur, fbid. ,

Nec audacem quidem timoris abfolvimus : ne pro-
digum quidem avaritid liberamus. D¢ Benef. 1. 4.
€. 27 -

. Q7ui autem habet vitium unum, habet omnia. 15,
. . c. I .

-fln anismo autem gloriae cupido, qualis fuit Cice~
ronis, plurimum potett, Vel Pat. 1, 1.

~Vour. II S
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¢ftate, rank, honor, and every thing '
which hé lamented the lofs of: but he
" was afraid to live deprived of them. « Ut
vivus haec amitterem.”* He would pro-
bably have met death on this occafion
with the fame firmnefs with which he
faid to Poprrios LAENASs, his client and
his murderer, < approacﬁ veteran, and,
% if at leaft thou canft do this well, cut
« off my head.” But he could not bear
to fec himfelf, and to be feen by others,
ftripped of thofe trappings which he was
- gccuftomed to wear. This made him
break out into fo many fhameful expref-
fions. -« Poflum oblivifci qui fuerim ?
“ fion fentire qui fim * quo caream ho-
< nere  qui glorid ?” And fpeaking of"
“Kis brother — ¢ Vitavi ne viderem; ne
« aut illius lutum fqualoremque -afpi--
“ cerim, aut me quem ille florentif-
“ fimum reliquerat perditum' illi afflic~
* tumque offerrem.” He had thought
of death, and preparcd‘ his mind for it.

There

* Ep. ad Attic. 1. 3. ep. 3, 7, 10. ¢t paflim,
k. 3. Ep. 10. ad Auic.
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'There were occafions too where his va«
mty might be flattered by it.  But the
fame vanity hindered him iri his profpe-
rous eftate from fuppofing fuch 4 reverfe
as afterwards happened to him: When
it came, it found him unprcpared it fur-
prized him, it ftunned him ; for he was
ftill fond of the pomp and hurry of
Rome, "‘ fumum, et opes, ﬁrepxtumque
Romae,” and unweaned from all thofe
things which habit tenders neceffary, and
which natare has left indifferent.

WE. hdve enutherated them above, and
it is time to defcend into a more particu-
~ ldr éxdmination of them. Change of
place theh may be borne by every man.
It is the delight of many. But who can
bear the evils which accompany exile ?
you who afk the queftion can bear them.

Every one who confiders them as they .

are in themfelves, inftead of looking at -
them thro the falfe optic which preju-
dice bolds before our eyes. For what ?

S2 ‘ you  °
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you have loft your eftate: reduce your
defires, and you will perceive yourfclf to
be as rich as ever, with this confiderable
ddvantage to boot, that your cares will
be diminithed.* Our natural and real
wants aré confined to narrow ,Bounds,_
whilft thofe which fancy and cuftom
create are confined to none. Truth lyes
within a little and certain compafs, but
error is immenfe. If we fuffer our de-
fires therefore to wander beyond thefe
Bounds, they wander eternally. ¢ Nefcio
“ quid ¢urtae femper abeft rei.” We be-
come neceffitous in the midft of plenty,
and our poverty encreafes with our riches.
Reduce your defires, be able to fay with
the apoftle of Greece, to whom Eras-
Mmus was ready to addrefs his prayers;
“quam multisipfe non egeo!” banith outof

your

* Naturalia defideria finita funt : ex falfd opinione
nafcentia ubi definant non habcnt, nullus enim ter-
ntinus falio eft.  Sen. Ep. 16. . v

.Excerp. ex Lib. Sen. falfely fo ca]lcd

Si-ad naturam vives, nunquam eris pauper ; fi ad
opinionem, nunquam dives. Exi guum Natura. defi- -
&erat, opinio imumenfuna, Sen Ep. 10,
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your exile all imaginary, and you will
fuffer no real wants, The little ftream’
~ which is left will fuffice to quench the,

thirft of nature, and that which cannot’

be quenched by it, is not your thirft, but
yéur di&émper; a diftemper formed by
the vicious habits of your mind, and not
the effe of exile.” How great a part of
mankind bear poverty with chearful-
nefs, becaufe they have been bred in
it, and are accuftomed to it? * Shall
we not be able to acquire, by reafon and
by refleGtion, what the meaneft artifan
poflefles by habit ? Sh@ll thofe who have
fo many advantages over him be flaves to
wants and neceflities of which he is. lg-
norant ? The rich whofe wanton appe-p
tites neither the produce of one country,
por of one part of the world can fatisfy,
for whom the whole habitable globe is
ranfacked, for whom the caravans of the
eaft are continually in march, and the re-

moteft feas are covered with fhips ; thefe

pampered creatures, fated with fuperflui-

S 3 ty,'f .

* S¢a. de Con. ;ad Hel,
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ty, are often glad to inhabit an humblg
cot, and to make an homcly meal. They
run for refugc into the arms of frugality.
Madmcn that they are to live always in
fear of what they fomcnmes with for, and
to ﬁy from that life which they find it
luxury to ;rmtatc' Let us caft. our eyes
backwards on thofe great men who lived
in the ages of virtue, of __ﬁmphonty, of -
frugality, and let us blufh to think that
we enjoy in banifhment more than they
were maﬁers of in the midft of their
glory, in the utmoft affluence of their
fortune Let us 1magme that we behold
a great dx&ator giving audlence to the
Sammtc ambaﬁ’adors, and preparing qQn.
the hcarth his mean repaft with the fame
hand Whlch had fo often fubdued the
enemies of the commonwealth and borne
the trlumphal lawrel to the capxtol Let
qs remember that PLATO had but * three

S ; fervants,

* PLAT0’s will, in Diog. Lacr, mentions four fer~
Xants, befides Dxana, to whom' he gave her free~
pm,
APULEIUS makes his eftate confift in a little gar-
den near the academy, two fervants, a patten " for

)
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ftrvants, and that Zeno had none.* Soe
€RATES, the reformer of his coungry, wap
maintained, as MENENIYS AGRIPPA, the
arbiter of his country was buried, by
contribution.+ While ArTir1vs REGU-
Lus beat the Carthaginians in Afric, the
flight of his ploughman reduced his fa-
miily to diftrefs at home, and the tillage
of his little farm became the public care.
Scirio dyed without leaving enough to
marry his daughters, and their portions
were payed out of the treafury of the

S 3 4 {tate 3
facrifices, and s much gold as would ferve to make
car-rings for a child.

#* ZEN0 was owner of a thoufand talents when he
came from Cyprus into Greece, and he ufed to lend
his money out upon fhips at an high intereft. He
kept, in thort, akind of infurance-office. He loft this
eftate perhaps when he faid, < re&¢ fané agit fortu-
“ na, quae nos ad philofophiam impellit.” Afterwards
he received many and great prefents from Antigo-
nus.  So that his great frygality and fimplicity

of life, was the effet of his c¢hoice, and not of ne-
eeflity. Vid. Dio, Laer,

+ Diog. Laer, vit. Soc. quotes Ariftoxenus for af-
firming that Socrates ufed to keep a box, and lived
upon the money which was put intoit : ¢ Pofitd igi-
tur arcula, colligiffe pecuniam quae daretur; con-
fumptd autem ¢a, rurfus pofuiffe.” "
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ftate; for fure it was _]llﬂ: that the people.
of Rome fhould once pay tribute to him,
who hdd eftablithed a perpetual tribute
on Carthage. After fuch examples fhall
we be afraid of poverty ? fhall we . dif-,
dain to be adopted into a family which
has fo many illuftrious anceftors ? fhall.
we complain of banithment for taking,
from us what the greateft philofophers,_

and the grcateﬁ heroes of antiquity never.
enjoyed ?

You will find fault pcrhapé, and at=
tribute to artifice, that I confider fingly
misfortunes which come all together on,
the banifhed man; and overbear him
with their united weight, © You could’
fupport change of place if it was not ac-.
" companied with poverty, or poverty if it.
was not accompanied with the feparation

from your family and your friends, with.
" the lofs of your rank, confideration, and’
power, with contempt and ignominy..
Whoever he be who reafons in this man~.

ncr, lct him take. thc followmg anfwer..' |

“'The
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The leaft of thefe circumftances is fingly.
fufficient to render the man miferable
who is not prepared for it, who has
not divefted himfelf of that paffion upon’
which it is direéted to work. But he
who_has got the maftery of all his paf=
fions, who has forefeen all thefe acci~
dents, and prepared his mind to endure
them all, will be fuperior to all of them,
and to all of them at once as well a5
fingly. He will not bear the lofs of his
rank, becaufe he can bear the lofs of his
cftate ;" but he will bear both, becaufe
he is prepared for both; becaufe he i®
free from pride as much as he is from'
avarice. :

Youl are feparated from your family: -
and your friends.  Take the lift of them,’
and look it well over. How few of your:
family will you find who deferve ‘the
name of friends? and how few amorig
thefe- who are really fuch? Erafe the
names of fuch as ought not to ftand
on the roll, and the VOlummous cata~

logue




266 RrrrréTioNs upon Exire.
logue will foon dwindle into a narrow
compafs. Regret, if you pleafe, your
feparation from this fmall remnant. Far
be it from me, whilft I declaim againft
a thameful and vicious weaknefs of mind,
. to profcribe the fentiments of a virtuous
friendfhip. Regret your feparation from
-your friends; but regret it like a.man
who deferves to be theirs, -~ This is
ftrength, not weaknefs of mmd ; -t 18
virtue, not vice, .

~ Burt the leaft uneafinefs under the lofs
ef the rank which we held is ignomi-
nious. ‘There is no valuable rank among
~ men, but that which real merit affigns.
The princes of the earth may give names,
and inftitute ceremonies, and exa& the
obfervation of them; their imbecillity
and their wickednefs may prompt them-
to cloathe fools and knaves with robes of
hanor, and emblems of wifdom and.vir-
tue: but no man will be in truth fupe-
rior to another, without fuperiof merit ;
and that rank can no more be taken from

L)
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us, than the merit which eftablithes it.
/(Thc fupreme authority gives a fititious
- and arbitrary value to coin, which is
therefore not current alike in all times
and in all places ; but the real value re-
fnains invariable, and the provident man,
who gets rid as faft as he can of the drofly
piece, hoards np the good filver. . Thus
merit will not procure the fame confide-
ration univerfally. But what then? the '
title to this confideration is the fame, and
wijll be found alike in every circumftance
By thofe who are wife and virtuous them-
felves. If it is not owned by fuch as are
otherwife, nothing is however taken from
us; we have no -reafon to complain,
‘They confidered us for a rank which
we had ; for our denomination, not for
our intrinfic-value. We have that rank,
‘that denomination no longer, and they:
confider us no longer: they admired in
us what we admired not in ourfelves, If
they learn to negle@ us, let #is’ learn to
Plty them  Their affiduity was impor-

3 _ tunate;
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tunate : let us not complain of the eafe
which this change procures us; let us
rather apprehend the return of that rank
and that power, which, like a funny day,
would bring back thefe little infeés, and
make them {warm once more about us.
I know how apt we are, under fpecious
pretences, to difguife our weaknefles and' -
our vices, and how often we fucceed not-
only in deceiving the world, but even in
deceiving ourfelves. An inclination to da-
good is infeparable from a virtuous mind,-
and thereforé the man, who cannot bear’
with patience the lofs of that rank and
power which he enjoyed, may be willing.
to attribute his regrets to the impoffibility-
which he fuppofes himfelf reduced to of
fatisfying this inclination. But let fuch-
an one know, that a wife man contents-
himfelf with doing as much good as his'
fituation allows him to do ; that there is:
no fituation wherein we may not do a
great deal ; and that when we are de-
prived of greater power to-do more good,

.. we
¥ Sen, de Con, ad Hel,
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we efcape at the fame time the tempta-
tion of doing fome evil.

" THEe inconveniencies, which we have
mentioned, carry nothing along with
them difficult to be borne by a wife and
virtuous man ; and thofe which remain
to be mentioned, conternpt and ignominy,
can never fall to hislot. It is impofiible
that he who reverences himfelf fhould
be defpifed by others : and how can igno= |
miny affe the man who colle&s all his
ftrength within himfelf, who appeals
from the judgment of the multitude to
~ another tribunal, and lives independent of
mankind and of the accidents of life?
CaTo loft the eleion of praetor, and.
that of conful; but is any one blind
enough to truth to imagine that thefe
repulfes refleted any difgrace on him?
The dignity of thofe two magiftracies
would have been encreafed by his wear-
ing them, They fuffered, not CaTo.

-You have fulfilled all the duties of a
good citizen, you have been true to your
truft,
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truft, conftant in your engagements, and
have purfued the intereft of your country
without regard to the enemies you creat-
ed, and the dangers you run, You fe-
veréd her intereft as much as lay in your
power from thole of her fa&ions, and
from thofe of her neighbours and allies -

too, when they became different. She o

reaps.the benefit of thefe fervices, and
you fuffer for them. You are banithed .
and purfued with ignominy, and thofe
whoni you hindered from triumphing at
her expence revenge themfelves at yours.
- The perfons, in oppofition to whom you
ferved, or even faved the public, con-
fpire and accomplith your private ruin.
TRefe are your accufers, and the giddy
ungrateful crowd your judges. Your
name is hung up in the tables of pro-.
fcription, and art joined to malice endea- -
vours to make your beft ations pafs for
crimes, and to ftain your charater. For
this purpofe the facred voice of the fenate
is made to pronounce a lye, and thofe re-
cords, which ought to be the cternal mo-
| * numents
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numents of truth, become the vouchers
of impofture and calumny. Such cir- -
cumftances as thefe you think intolera-
ble, and you would prefer death to fo
ignominious an exile. Deceive not your=-
felf. The ignominy remains with them
who perfecute unjuftly, not with him
who fuffers unjuft perfecution.  Recal-
citrat undique tutus.” Suppofe that in
the a&t which banithes you, it was de-
clared that you have fome contagious
diftemper, that you are crooked, or
otherwife deformed. This would ren-
der the legiflators ridiculous.* The other
renders them infamous. But neither one
nor the other can affe& the-man who, in
an healthful well proportioned body en-
joys a confcience void of all the offences-
afcribed to him. Inftead of fuch an exile,
would you compound, that you might
live at home in eafe and plénty, to be the
inftrument of blending thefe contrary in-

terefts

~ * The dialogue between Cicero and Philifcus, Disn.
Caf; ). 38.
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terefts once more together, and of giving
but the third place to that of your coun~ -
try ? Would you proftitute her power to

the ambition of others, under the: pre-
- tence of fecuring her from imaginary -
-dangers, and drain her nches into the

pockets of the meaneft and vileft of 'her
citizens, under the pretence of paying her
debts ? If you could.fubmit to fo infa-
mous a compofition, you are not the
man to whom I addrefs my difeourfe, or
with whom I will have any commerce 2
and if you have virtue enough to difdain
it, why fhould you repine at the other
alternative ? Banithment from fuch a
country, and with fuch circumftances is
like being delivered from prifon. Dio-
GENEs was driven out of the kingdom
of Pontus for counterfeiting the coin,

~ and STRATONICUS thought that forgery

might be committed in order to get ba-.
nifhed from Scriphos.  But you have ob-
tained your liberty by domg your duty.

' N BANISH-

——
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BaN1sHMENT, with all its train of evils,
is fo far from being the caufe of contempt,
that he who bears up with an undaunted
fpirit againft them, while fo many are de-

jeGted by them, erets on his very misfor-
tunes a trophy to his honor : for fuch is
the frame and temper of our minds, that
nothing ftrikes us with greater admiration
than a man intrepid in the midft of mif-
fortunes. Of all ignominies an ignomi-
mious death muft be allowed to be the
greateft, and yet where is the blafphemer
who will prefume to defame the death of
SocraTEs * ? This faint entered the pri-
fon with the fame countenance with which
‘he reduced thirty tyrants, and he took
off ignominy from the place; for how
could it be deemed a prifon when Socra-
TEs was there? ARIsTIDEs was led to
execution in the fame city ; all thofe who
met the fad proceifion, caft their eyes to
the ground, and with throbbing hearts
bewailed, not the innocent man, but Ju-
* Sen. de con. ad Hel.

Vor. 1L T ftice
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ftice herfelf, who was in him condemned;
Vet there was a wretch found, for mon-
fters are fometimes produced in contra-
diction to the ordinary rules of nature,
who fpit in his face as he pafled along.
. ArisTipes wiped his cheek, fmiled, turn~
ed to the magiftrate, and faid, *“ Admonifh
this man notto be fo nafty for the future.”

Ionominy then can take no hold on
virtue * ; for virtue is in every condition
the fame, .and challenges the fame refpe.
~We applaud the world when fhe prefpers ;
and when fhe falls into adverfity we ap-
plaud her. Like the temples of the
- Gods, fhe is venerable even in her
ruins. After this muft it not appear a
dcgree of madnefs to defer one moment
acqmrm g the only arms capable of defend-
ing us againft attacks, which at every mo-
ment we are expofed'to ? Our being mi-
ferable, or not miferable, when we fall
into misfortunes, depends on the manner
in which we have enjoyed profperity. If

* Sen. de con. ad Hel.
we
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we have applied ourfelves betinies to the
ftudy of wifdom, and to the practice of
virtue, thefe evils become indifferent ; but
if we have negle@ted to do fo, they be-
come neceffary.  In one cafe they are
evils, in the other they are remedies for
 greater evils than themfelves. Zeno * re-
joyced that a fhip-wreck had thrown him
on the Athenian coaft: and he owed to
the lofs of his fortune the acquifition which
he made of viitue, of wifdom, of immor-
tality. There are good and bad airs for
the mind as well as for the body. Prof-
perity often irritates our chronical diftem-
‘pers, and leaves no hopes of finding any
fpecific but in adverfity. In fuch cafes
banifhment is like change of air, and the
evils we fuffer are like rough medicines
applied to inveterate difeafes, What + A-
NACHARsIs faid of the vine, may aptly
enough be faid of profperity.  She bears
the three grapes of drunkennefs, of plea~
fure, and of forrow: and bappy it is if

* Dio. Laer. + Sen.
T 2 , the
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the laft can cure the mifchief which the
former work. When affliGtions fail to

 have their due effec, the cafe is defperate,

They are the laft remedy which indul-

gent Providence ufes: and if they fail,

we muft languith and dye in mifery and
contempt. Vainmen! how feldlom do
we know what to with or to pray for?

When we pray againft misfortunes, and

when we fear them moft, we want them

moft. It was for this reafon that PyTHa-
coras forbid his difciples to atk any thing
in particular of God. The fhorteft and
the beft prayer which we can addrefs to

him, who knows our wants, and our ig-

norance in afking, is this: ¢« Thy will

be done.” 4

TuLLy fays, in fome part of his works,
that, as happinefs is the object of all phi-
lofophy, fo the difputes among philofo-
phers arife from their different notions of
the fovereign good. Reconcile them in
that point, you reconcile them in the reft.

‘ 2 The
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The {chool of Zeno placed this fovereign
good in naked virtue, and wound the
principle up to an extreme beyond the .
pitch of nature and truth. A fpirit of op-
pofition to another do&rine, which grew
into great vogue while Zeno flourithed,
'might occafion this exce’s. EPICURUS
placed the fovereign good in pleafure. His
terms were wilfully, or accidentally mif-
taken. His fcholars might help to per-
vert his do&rine, but rivalfhip enflam-
ed the difpute ; for in truth there is not
fo much difference between ftoicifin re-
duced to reafonable intelligible terms, and
genuineorthodox epicurifm, as is imagined.
The faelicis animi immo:a tranquillitas,
and the voluptas of the latter are near
enough a-kin : and I much doubt whether
the firmeft hero of the Portic would have
borne a fit of the ftone, on the prin-
ciples of ZEno, with greater magnanimity
and patience than Ericurus did, on
thofe of his own philofophy. How-

T 3 ©ever,
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ever *, ARISTOTLE took a middle way,
or explained himfelf better, and placed
happinefs in the joint advantages of the
mind, of the body, and of fortune. They
are reafonably joined; but certain it is, that
they muft not be placed on an equal foot.
We can much better bear the privation of
the laft than of the others; and poverty
itfelf, which mankind is fo afraid of,
¢ per mare pauperiem fugens, per faxa,
_ ¢ per ignes,” is furely preferable to mad-
nefs or the ftone, tho 4 Curysirrus
thought it better to live mad, than not tq
live! If banithment therefore, by taking
from us the advantages of fortune, can-
not take from us the more valugble ad-
vantages of the mind and the body, when
we have them ; and if the fame accident

* Compare the reprefentations made fo frequently
of the doctrine of volupty taught by EP!CURUS, with
the account which he himfclf gives in his letter to
MenoEcEUs, of the fenfe wherein he underflood
this word. Vid. Diog. Laer. :

+ In his third book of nature, cited by Pru-
TARCH, in the trcatlfc on the contmdx&nons of the
Stoics,

1s
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is able to reftore them to us, when
we have loft them, banithment is a very
flight misfortune to thofe who are already
under the dominion of reafon, and a ve-
ry great blefling to thofe who are ftill
plunged in vices which ruin the health
both of body and mind. It is to be with-
‘ed for, in favour of fuch as thefe, and to
‘be feared by none. If we are in this cafe,
let us fecond the defigns of Providence in
our favour, and make fome amends for
neglecting former opportunities by not
letting flip the laft, * Si nolis fanus,
curres hydropicus,” We may fhorten
the evils which we might have prevent-
ed, and as we get the better of our
diforderly pafiions, and vicious habits, we
fhall feel ouranxiety diminithin proportion.
All the approaches to virtue are comfort-
able. 'With how much joy will the man,
who improves his misfartunes in this man-
ner, difcover that thofe evils, which he
attributed to his exile, {prung from his
vanity and folly, and vanifh with them?
T 4 He
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He will fee that, in his former temper of
mind, he refembled the effeminate prince
who could drink no 4 water but that of
the river Choafpes ; or the fimple queen,
in one of the tragedies of EuRIPIDEs,
who complained bitterly, that the had not
lighted the nuptial torch, and that the
river Ifmenus had not furnifhed the water
at her fon’s wedding. Seeing his former
ftate in this ridiculous light, he will labour
on with pleafure towards another as con-
trary as poffible to it ; and when he arrives -
there, he will be convinced by the ftrongeft
" of all proofs, his own experience, that he
was unfortunate becaufe he was vicious,
not becaufe he was banithed.

~ Ir I was not afraid of being thought to
refine too chh, I would venture to put
-fome advantages of fortune, which are
due to exile, into the fcale againft thofe
~which we lofe by exile. One there is
which has been neglected even by great

| + Plut. on banifhment. :
' and
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and wife men.” DeMETRIUS PHALEREUS,
after his expulfion from Athens, became
firft minifter to the king of Egypt; and
TuemistocLEs found fuch a reception
at the court of Perfia, that he ufed to
fay his fortune had been loft if he had not
been ruined. But DEMETRIUS expofed
himfelf by his favour under the firft PTo-
LEMY to a new difgrace under the fecond :
and TueMIsToCLES, who had been the
captain of a free people, became the vaf-
fal of the prince he had conquered. How
much better is it to take hold of the pro-
per advantage of exile, and to live for our-
felves, when we are under no obligation
of living for others ? SimrvLts, a captain
of great reputation under TrRAJAN and
ADRIAN, having obtained leave to retire,
pafled feven years in his retreat, and then
dying, ordered this infcription to be put
on his tomb: that he had been many
years on earth -, but that he had lived only
feven. If you are wife, your leifure will

4 Xiphil.
be
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be worthily employed, and your retreat
will add new luftre to your charaler.
Imitate TaucypIipEs in Thracia, or
Xenopuon in his little farm at Scillus,.
In fuch a retreat you may fit down, like
ene of the inhabitants of Elis, who judged
of the Olympic games, without taking
any part in them, Far from the hurry
of the world, and almoft an unconcerned
“fpeQator ‘of what paflfes in it, having
_payed in a public life what you owed
_ to the prefent age, pay in a private -
life what you owe to pofterity. Write,
s you live, without paffion; and build
your reputation, as you build your hap-
pinefs, on the foundations of truth. If
you want the talents, the inclination, or
" the neceffary materials for fuch a work,
fall not however into floth., Endeavourta
copy after the example of Scirro at Lin-
ternum. Be able to fay to yourfelf,

¢ Innocuas, amo delicias doGamque
quictem.”

1 | Rural
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Rural amufements, and philofophical me-
ditations will, make your  hours glide
fmoothly on; and if the indulgence of
* Heaven has given you a friend like Lex, 1Us,
nothing is wanting to make you com-

pletely happy.

Thefe are fome of thofe reflexions which -
may ferve to fortify the mind under ba-
nithment, and under the other misfortunes
of life, which it is every man’s intereft to
prepare for, becaufe they are common to
all men *; I fay they are common to
all men; becaufe even they, who efcape
them are equally expofed to them. The
darts of adverfe fortune are¢ always levelled
at our heads. Some reach us, fome graze
againft us, and fly to wound our neigh-
bours, Let us therefore impofe an equal
temper on our minds, and pay withoug
murmuring the tribute which we owe tq
humanity. The winter brings cold, and
we muft freeze. The fummer returns
with heat, and we muft mclt The iny
* Sen. Ep. 107.

cle~
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clemency of the air diforders our health,
and we muft be fick. Here we are ex-
pofed to wild beafts, and there to men
more favage than the beafts: and if we
efcape the inconveniencies and dangers of
the air and the earth, there-are perils by
~water and perils by fire. This eftablithed
courfe of things it is not in our power to
change; but it is in our power to affume
fuch a greatnefs of mind.as becomes wife
and virtuous men; as may enable us to
encounter the accidents of life with for-
titude, and to conform ourfelves to the
order of nature, who governs her greéf
kingdom, the world, by continual muta-
tions., Let us fubmit to this order, let
us be perfuaded that whatever does hap-
pen ought to happen, and never be fo
foolifh as to expoftulate with nature. The
beft refolution we can take is to fuffer
what we cannotalter, and to purfue, with-
out repining, the road which Providence,
who dire@ts every thing, has marked out
to us: for it is not enough to follow ; and

he
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he is but a bad foldier who fighs, ‘and
“marches on with relutancy, We muft

receive the orders with fpirit and chear-
~ fulnefs, and not endeavour to flink out of
the poft which is affigned us in this
beautiful difpofition of things, whereof
even our fufferings make a neceffary part.
Let us addrefs ourfelves to God, who go-
verns all, as CLeanTHEs did in thofe ad-
mirable verfes, which are going to lofe part

of their grace and energy in my tranflation
of them.

®.rent of nature! Mafter of the world !
Where’er thy Providence directs, behold

My fteps with chearful refignation turn.

Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on.’
Why fhould I grieve, when grievingI muft bear?
Or take with guilt, what guiltlefs I might thare ?

Thus let us fpeak, and thus let us act.
Refignation to the will of God is true
magnanimity. ‘But the fure mark of a
pufilanimous and bafe fpirit, isto ftruggle

~againft
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againft, to cenfure the order of Provi-
dence, and inftead of mending our own
condu&, to fet up for corrcé'tmﬂ that of
our Maker. :

THE
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