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February 14th, 1837.
William Brown Scott, Esq., in the Chair.

A letter was read from M. Julien Desjardins, a corresponding

member of the Zoological Society, dated from the Mauritius, 15th
July, 1836. The letter was accompanied by two copies of a memoir
on the late Charles Telfair, Esq., President and Founder of the
Natural Himry Society of that island. The memoir was written
by M. Desjardins.
A letter dated Capetown, July 5th, 1836, from the Rev, James
Adamson, a corresponding member, was read; the letter acknow-
ledged the receipt of the printed Proceedings and Transactions of
the Society, with thanks from the South African Literary and Scien-
tific Institution.

A letter was also read from C. R. Read, Esq, a corresponding
member, dated Si 2nd, 1836, ing a pre-
sent of 56 skins of birds, and the skm of an alligator of large size,
which have been received.

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Waterhouse brought under
the notice of the Meeting numerous species of the genus Mus, form-
ing part of the collection presented to this Society by Charles Dar-

win, Esq., a C ding Member. The placed on the
h.hla had been collected at various parts of the S ou!hem Coast of
South America, viz. Coquimbo, Valparaiso, Port Desire, Maldonado,
Bahia Blanca, &c.

Most of these numerous species were considered by Mr. Water-
house as hitherto undescribed, and drawings were exhibited by him
illustrative of the modifications observable in their dentition.

The specific characters of the species above referred to are as
follows

Mus Tumipvs. M. brunneus, nigro lavatus, rostro ad a])icem,

Iabii.v, mento, guld, pectore, abdomineque albis, naso supra ni-

5 mystacibus atris; capite magno ; auribus mediocribus

'mlvndaas, pdu nigris et griseis intermixtis, vestitis ; corpore

caudd capite corporeque breviore, pilis nigricantibus,

:ubtus albescentibus prope basin, vestitd ; artubus pedibusque

grisescentibus ; vellere longo, molli ; pilis dorsi ochruceo aniu-

latis apicibus nigris ; pilis laterum apicibus fuscescenti-griseis
pilis omnibus ad basin plumbeis ; unguibus longis.

une. lin,

Longitudo ab npme rostri ad caude basi 9
————CMUAR ......c0000r000nn 5 4
—— apwe rostri ad marginem oculi 0 9
ab apice rostri ad basin auris .... 1 8

tarsi dzglmrumque 16

Q7

Hab. Maldonnd?
No. L. and LL=Procernines of THE. Zooropean Spetty.
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Mus. xasutus. M. supra obscurc fluvescenti-fuscus, ad latera ful-
wescens; subtis obscurd fulvo tijictus : pedibus pilis obscure fis-
cis tectis ; !mgmbus longis ; auribus mediocribus ; caudd cor-

pore breviore, suprd fuscd, subtiis sordidé albd: rhinario pro-
i longo et molli.

c. lin.
Longitudo ab aplce T T W W
ORI s s o i S 2 8
———— b aplce rostri ad marginem oculi.. 0 73
———— ab apice rostri ad basin auris 18
tarsi dxg;tnrumque D 1 0%
o e 05

auri
Hab Mnldunﬂdu.

supra subtus fl
;;edzbu obsouré fuscu- 3 uniguibus lanymwulu SN et
cribus; caudd corpore breviore, supra nigrescente, subtus sordidé
albd : vellere medioeri, molli.
Lwﬁldub apice rostri usque ad caudz boxm

5

. 2
nbnpmemstnadmnrgmemocnl. 06

1

0

0

ab apice rostri ad basin auris

———— aui
Hab. Maldonado.

Mus LoxcieiLis. M. supra obscuré griseus, flavo lavatis ; subtus
griseus; pedibus fuscis, unguibus longiuseulis, auribus mediocri-
bus ; caudd corpore breviore, supra migrescente, subtivs fusces-
cente ; rhinario sub-producto : vellere longissimo, molli.

unc. lin.

Longitudo ab npn:e rostri usque ad cauda basin 5 4
e OBMIE <. ocomne s ey 1
h apice rostri ad marginem oculi. . 0 6%
ab apice rostri ad basin auris .. .. 1 2
tarsi dzgunrumque 1 0}
auris. s 0 6}

Hab. Coquimbo.

Mus orivaceys. M, corpore supra subolivaceo, subtiis cineres-
cente; auribus mediocribus, rotundatis, pilis pareulis fusces-
centibus obsitis ; caudad corpore breviore, pilosd, ot squamas osten~
dente, supra fused subtics albescente ; pedibus pilis fuscescentibus
tectis.

c. lin.
Longitudo ab upice rostr usque ad candie b L
T coude 2 8

———— ab apice rostri ad marginem oculi. 0 6

ab apice rostri ad basin auris ... 1 2
tarsi digitorumgue. . oo
— auris, S 0 5
Latitudo auris . p 0 5}
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Hujus speciei pili corporis omnes longi sunt, laxi, mollesque, plum-
beo colore, sed in dorso ad apicem flavescente ; abdomine, albes-
centes ; pili longiores dorsales apicem versus nigricantes, cineras-
centes desinunt: mystaces pilos tenues ostendunt cinerco colore, sed
ad basin nigrescentes.

Hab. Valparaiso.

Mus microeus. M. suprd cinerascenti-fuscus flavo lavatus ;
subtis obscuré flavo tinctus ; ped:bw pilis sordideé albis tectis,
antipedius paroulis ; auribus mediocribus ; caudd, quoad lon-
gitudinem, corpus feré equante, supra fuscd, subtus sordidé albd.

une. lin

Longitudo ab aplce rostri nsque ad caudz basin 6 0
— 3 8
i aplce rostri ad marginem oculi.. 0 7}

— — ab apice rostri ad basin auris . 14
tarsi digiturumque - 1 03

auris ..ovoiiien e 0 6

Hab. Sum,a Cruz.

Mus sracuionts. M. suprd obscuré fuscus, subtivs obscurd griseo
tinctus ; pedibus grisco-fuscis ; auribus parvulis ; caudd, quoad
longitudinem, corpus feré equante : vellere longo et molli.

une. lin,
Longitudo ab nylce rostri usque ad caudwbasin 4 9
e apice rostri ad marginem oculi.
ab apice rostri ad basin auris .. ..
mm dxyztorumgue

w:m&m

co~ot

Hib-To tnntih parosdh spd Midebip By, Ghionos Archipelago.

Mus xantiormiNus. M. supra griseus, subtis_albus, rhinario
wo ; auribus parvulis, intis pilis flavis obsitis 5 mystacibus
longis, canis, ad basin nigrescentibus : caudd corpore breviore,
supra fused, ad latera flavescente, sublis sordidé albd : pedibus
anticis tarsisque flavis, digitis albis : vellere longo, ol

unc.
Longitudo nb aplce e R
— caude ...... aee .20
nb up!cc rostri ad margmem oculi, | 0 5
ab apice rostri ad basin auris . 1 0;
tam‘ diyitmmgue 5 09
0 33

S FS il ald g
Hab. Santa Cruz,

Mus canescexs. . supra canescens, sublis albus pallide fivo
lavatus ; oculis flavido cinctis ;_auribus parvulis, pilis pallidé
flavis et plumbeis obsitis; mystacibus mediocribus, canis, ad basin
nigricantibus ; caudd vix corpore breviore, supra fusco-nigrd,
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subtus sordide albd ; pedibus canescentibus ; vellere meds
modli, supra pilis pailide et sordic? flavis, nonnulli chblasriscih
bus intermixtis.

une. lin.

Longitudo ab apice rostri ad caudze basin

ab apice rostri ad marginem oculi. .
ab apice rostri ad basin auris
tarsi digitorumque.
—— auris . o
Staturd muri mnsculo i\ppropmquat
Hab. Port Desire.

coococwe
A

Mus ArENICOLA. M. suprd fuscus, subtis cinerascenti-albus, pal-
lide flavo tinctus; awribus mediocribus rotundatis, pilis flavis
fusesque obsitis : caudd quod ad longitudinem pertinet orpus
@quante, pilis subvestitd, squamisque apparentibus, supra fused,
infra albescente; pedibus obscuré albis. Vellere longo, molli ;
pilis ad bases plumbeis, illis capitis, dorsi, laterumque apicem
versus sordidé flavo et fusco-nigrescente variegatis ; mento, guld,
pectore, abdomineque, pilis ad apicem flavo-albidss ; myxhu-zbus
plenis, brevibus tenerrimis ad basin fuscescentibus, ad apicem
grisescenti-albis.

5
H
z

u
Longitudo ab apwe rostri usque ad caudze basin

4

2
ab nplce vostri ad marginem culi . 0 53
ab apice rostri ad basin auris 10 ’
tarsi digitorumque . . 010
——-—— auris .0
Hab. M&ldonadm

Mus BimacuLATus. M. vellere pallidé ochraceo, pilis nigrican-
tibusadsperso, his ad latera sarioribus; rostri lateribus, notd
magnd pone aurem utramque, corporeque subtis miveis : mys-
tambux albis, ad basin myrescentzbm auribus majusculis, pilis
Sflavis atque albis intermiztis obsitis : caudd, quoad longitudinem,
corpus feré @quante carned, pilis albis brevissimis obsitd ; artu-
bus albis; pedibus_pilis albis sparsim tectis ; tarsis ad calcem
pilis argenteo-candidis obsitis.

une. lin,
Longitudo ab apice rostri ad caudse basin. 81
— caude 1

ab aplce rostri ad marginem oculi. 0 43
———— ab aplce rostri ad auris basin .0
———— tarsi digitorumgue. . . ...

o o
Hie species mure musculo minor ; auribus paululim grandiori-
bus ratione ad totam magnitudinem habitd ; pili gule, pectoris ab-
dominisque albi sunt usque ad radices.
Hab. Maldonado.

© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin ¢
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Mus ruseans. M. supra flavus, vellere pilis fuscescentibus ad-
sperso, lis ad latera et prope oculos, rariorius : pilis pone
aurem iramue, abis, corpore subtia, pedibusqus iveis . ai-

ribus magnis, intis p rterné, ad partem fis-
cis obsitis : ibus, ad apicem all b
caudi napl: corpareque paula longiore, p!lu albis, i, uprs. 2 fuusces-
centibus, obsitd : tarsis longis, ad caleem pilis albis
e
Innglmdnablpmememldmudzbann".. 37
S - - s 8 9
nb apice rostri ad marginem oculi. 0 6
ab apice rostri ad basin auris 10
tarsi dlyh‘orumque . 010
auri 0 6

Haee species etarird soun mesctla appropinquat.  Vellus in guld
usque ad radicem album, in abdomine pallidé cinereum ad basin.
Hab. Bahia Blanca.

Mus craciLiees. M. suprd fuscus flavo-lavatus; hoc colore apud
in artubus latiore; ‘pilis que, labiis, cor-
poreqm subtis, albis : pedibus parvulis, gracilibus, curneis, supra
et ad caleem pilis albis tectis : caudd gracili, carned, pilis albis in-
structd : auribus majusculis, pilis flavescentibus obsitis: vellere
mediocri amllt, ‘Zs omnibus ad basin_plumbeis : mystz;.;fnw

5 ol o o s Alhis,

i 4
une. lin.

Longitudo ab apce rosriad caud basia . 10

s.h np)ce rostri ad ma:gmem oculi .
— ab apice rostri ad basin auris .
tarsi digitorumgue.

————— auris
Hab. Bahia Blanca.

ooco»—-w?.
N
i

oo
B

Mus rravescess. M. supra colore cinnamomeo, lateribus capitis,
corporisque, @que ac pectore, auratis ; guld abdomineque fla-
wvescenti-albis : pedibus albis: auribus mediocribus rotundatis,
pilis flavis obsitis ; illis ad marginem superiorem cxtrinsecis
intensé fuscis ; caudd corpore capiteque longiore, gracili, supra

Suscd, Subtiss sordide albe.

une, lin.

Longitudo apice rostr usque ad eaudebasin 3 9
i i e 13
o :mee rostri ad marginem oculi. 0 5%

ab apice rostri ad basin auris ... 1 0

taet digiorumgue.. 10

R 0 4

——— auris
‘Hab. Maldonado.

Mus srevirostris. . supra fuscus fulvo lavatus; ad latera
Slavescens, subtiis sordidé ochraceus; auribus magnis, pilis indi-
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xtm('tt obsitis, illis internis auratis; cauddi capitem corpusqie

feré @quante, pilis parcé tectd; supra obscuré fuscd, subtus pal-

licdé fused;; pedibus fuscescentibus, digitis albicantibus; mystaci~

bus fusco-nigris : vellere brevi, molli ; capite parvulo, brevi.
in.

Longitudo ab apxce rostri ad caudz basin

o apme rostri ad marginem oculi
b apice Tostri ad basin auris . . , .
[arsz digitorumque. . . . .

ccocow®wd
b b 0 0E S
~ e C VR

Hixe species muri musculo appropinquat; differt attamen' capite
minore, (ratione ad magnitudinem habitd,) rostro breviore, tarsisque
Tongioribus.

Hab, Maldonado.

Mus Mavurus. M. pilis subrigidis, supra purpurascenti-nigris,
sultics fuusco-plumbeis; capite fusconigro, rostro fusco; auribus
sordids albis, pilis minutissinis pallidé fuseis obsitis

caudd corpues. fne a,-q-mntz, mym. pilis Jpar.w wumw pe{bbus

fuscis ; my ad apicem g
une. lin.
Longitudo ab apice rostri ad caudze basin .. 11 3
—— caude o 7
———— ab apice rostri 10
———— ab apice rostri ad basin auris . 2 2
—_— tars; digitorumgue, 18
ris . 0 6}

Hzec species culore muri Tatto appropinquat, at purpurascenti-
fusco tincta. Quoad staturam murem decumanum pergrandem aquat;
vellus quoad texturam ferd est ut in mure decumano; et ad basin
Flumbeum ; pmnnm in dorso ]nwnbusque intersparsis.

Hab. Maldonadc

« Though in u,e foregoing desenpuon I have retained the ge-
meric title Mus, 1 have here to state that the above species natu.
rally divide tk into several subordinate groups, the ch:
of which are sufficiently evident, not only between themselves, but
also between each group and that to which the term Mus ought, I
conceive, to be restricted, and of which our common mouse (Mus
musculus) may be regarded as the type. To these groups I shall here
assign subgeneric titles, and at the same time point out their chief
distinguishing characters without entering into any minute details
Tespecting them, as Ishall shortly have an opportunity of illustrating
my views by means of drawings both of the teeth and of the animals,
without which it is impossible to convey a clear idea of the subject.”

Subgenus 1. ScapEnoNTS*,
Molars with enamel deeply indented in the crown. In the front
molar of the lower jaw the enamel is indented twice on the outer

* Scapteromys, from Sxamrng, a digger, and Mug.
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margin and three times on the inner; in the second molar the enamel
is indented once on the outer margin and twice on the inner; and
in the last molar once on the outer, and twice on the inner. Fur
long and soft. Tail moderate, well clothed with hair. Claws long,
but slightly curved and formed for burrowing. Fore-feet mode-
rately large. Thumb furnished with a distinet claw. Ears moderate,
well clothed with hairs.

Species Mus (Scapteromys) tumidus.

Subgenus 2. OxvavcrErus *.

Molars with the folds of enamel penetrating deeply into the body
of the tooth. Front molar of the lower jaw with three indentations on
the inner side and two on the outer ; second molar with two on the
outer side and the same number on the inner; the last molar with
one indentation of the enamel on each side. Fur long and soft.
Claws long, but slightly curved, and formed for burrowing. A di-
stinet claw on the thumb. Tail short, moderately furnished with
hair. Nose much elongated and pointed.

Species Mus (Oxymycterus) nasutus.

Subgenus 3. Apnormnrx t.

Folds of enamel penetrating deeply into the sides of the molars.
The front molar of the lower jaw has three folds of enamel on the
inner side and two on the outer; the second molar has two on the
inner side and one on the outer; and the last molar has one on cach
side. Fur long and soft. Tail short, well furnished with hair.
Thumb with a short rounded nail. Ears well furnished with hair.

Type Mus (Abrothriz) longipilis.
Species 2 HMus (AB.) obscurus.
——~ olivaceus.
— 4 ——— micropus.
— 5 ———brachyotis.
—— 6 ———— aanthorhinus.
7 canescens.
— arenicola.

In general appearance e

Subgenus 4. Caroays.

Fur moderate, soft. Zarsus almost entirely clothed beneath with
hair.  Front molar with three indentations of enamel on the inner
side and two on the outer; second molar with two on the inner
and two on the outer; and the last molar with one on each side.

Type Mus (Calomys) bimaculatus.
Species 2 Mus (Cal.) elegans.
gracilipes.
Mus maurus and M. brevirostris 1 regard as belonging to the re-
stricted genus Mus. In Mus flavescens the dentition differs stightly
from that of the ordinary mice.
* Oxymyeterus, from Ofv, sharp, and Muxrg, nose.
+ Abrothriz, from ' A@gos, soft or delicate, and ®g:, hair.
1 Calomys, from Ko, beautiful, and Moe.
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r. Gould exhibited, in continuation, the Fissirostral Birds of
Mr. Darwin’s collection, recently presented to the Society, and
characterized from among them the following new species :

CAPRIMULGUS BIFASCIATUS. Cap. migro, fusco, et fulvescente
ornatus ; caudd albo bifasciatd, fascid terminali lato: primd
angustd ; primariis nigrescentibus fascid angustd albd ad medi-
wm : alis spuriis maculd albd notatis ; gutture lunuld albd ;
secondariis tectricibusque alarum maculd Sfulvescente ad apicem ;
crisso pallidé rufescente ; rostro pedibusque fuscis.

Long. tot. unc., 9%; adle, 6}; caude, 5 ; tarsi, .

CAPRIMULGUS PARVULUS. Cap. intensé fuscus, guttis minutis
cinereis ornatus ; vittd rufd cervicem mnyem gutture xca;m-
laribusque ad ad_apicem
pectore et abdomine lineis fusts transversis ; primariis mgrcs-
centibus, tribus fasciis ingqualibus pallide ruféscentibus; caudd
fasciis et ornatd.

Long. tot. unc., 7} ; ale, 5; caude, 4 ; tarsi, §.

Hiruxpo FrONTALIS. Hir. vertice plumis auricularibus dorso
et lunuld pectorali nitidé caruleo viridescentibus, notd albd super
nares guld corporeque subtus albicantibus, crisso niveo, alis cau-

laque fuscis viridi tinctis, rostro nigro, pedibus intensé fuscis.

Long tot 43 unc. ale, 43 ; caude, 2; tarsi, .

Hab. Montevideo.

HiruNDO cONCOLOR. Hir. nitidé carulescenti niger.
Long. tot. 54 unc. ale, 5; caude, 24 tarsi, }.
Hab. in insulis Galapagorum.

HaLcyos EryTHRORHYNCHUS. Hale. vertice plumis auricularibus,

et nuchd i-cinereis, guld pectore et abdomine medio albis,
{ateritus abdomine imo crissoque castaneis, lis hurnemqve nigris
dorso medio caude metal-

lice viridibus, caruleo tinctis, caudd caruled superne, subtus fus-
cd, rostro pedibusque rubris.

Long. tot. 74 unc. ; rost., 2; ale, 33; caude, 2% ; tarsi, &.

Hab. in insuld St. Tago.
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