
1846.] 383Notices of New Works.

We had hoped to give a review of Munford's Homer, in
the present Messenger; but it will have to be deferred
another month; when our readers may expect one of great
beauty and ability.

AN INTroduction to ENToMology; or Elements of the
Natural History of Insects. With plates. By Rev. Wm.
Kirby, M.A., F. R. S. and L. S., and Wm. Spence, Esq.,
F. R. S. and L. S. From the sixth London Edition.
Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard. 1846, pp. 600 large
8 vo.

Entomology, or the Natural History of Insects, has long

had to contend with prejudices, so that, though it has had
distinguished and enthusiastic prosecutors, they have been
forced to bestow no little pains in vindicating the dignity

and utility of their favorite pursuit. And indeed prejudi
ces may be excited by the derisive epithet of “bug-hunt
ing,” which many scientific researches can not eradicate.
Pliny, Reaumer, Sulzer and others, including the au
thors before us, have deemed it essential to devote much
of their writings to proving, that the study of Insects is not
a frivolous amusement, nor devoid of utility. When Sul
zer showed his works, prepared with great labor, and il
lustrated with plates, to two very “sensible men,” a

ll

the
encouragement h

e

received was, -one said the plates
would d

o

to amuse children and keep them out o
f

mis
chief; the other, that they might furnish very pretty pat
terms for ladies' aprons. In England, a

n attempt was made

to set aside Lady Glanville's will, on the ground of lunacy,
because she was ſond o

f collecting insects; and Ray had
to appear as a witness of her sanity.
Now, however, Entomology is treated with more respect,

and followed with more sympathy. We know little o
r

nothing o
f it; but rejoice in the exploration o
f every de

partment o
f nature, however small it
s subjects. With the

view that these authors have, nothing in nature can b
e

found useless or insignificant. They lead u
s “in the mir

ror of the creation to behold and adore the reflected glory

of the Creator.” Our own country has had and still has
her Entomologists, who have advanced the Science; and
from her extent and varied climes and localities, she must
present to them a

n inviting field.
The work before u

s

is a handsome one, and contains

much curious and interesting information respecting the
metamorphoses, food, stratagems, habitations, societies,

motions, noises, hybernation, instincts, &c., o
f

the insect
tribes. Drinker & Morris have it for sale.

The LIFE AND Woy AGEs of Americus Vespucius; with
Illustrations concerning the Navigator and the Discovery

of the New World. By C
.

Edwards Lester, and Andrew
Foster. New-York: Baker and Scribner. 1846.

This work must prove acceptable to our public. The
materials were collected b

y

Mr. Lester, during his residence

a
t Genoa, a
s U. S
. Consul; and have now been wrought b
y

him into this very handsome volume, with the aid o
f

Mr.
Foster, o

f Boston, to whom h
e applied o
n

account o
f

his
acquaintance with the languages and literature o

f

Modern
Europe. Mr. Lester is a warm advocate and eulogist o

f

our great namesake, and justly so; yet there is scarcely
any need o

f arraying him and Columbus.
We are disposed to think that the honor o

f conferring a

name upon this continent was hardly due to Americus; but

it was an honor which h
e

and his friends may b
e proud o
f

his having enjoyed; and we never conceived that the great
navigator was liable to the least imputation o

r disparage

ment on account o
f

his name having been bestowed upon

the New World. Drinker & Morris have the work, which

is published in a very handsome manner, and embellished

with an engraving from a celebrated portrait o
f

the Dis
coverer.

WILLARD's Histories; comprising,

Universal History in Perspective;

History o
f

the United States; and

An Abridged History of the United States; a
ll by Mrs.

Emma Willard. New-York: A. S
.

Barnes & Co.

Mrs. Willard's long experience, a
s principal o
f

the Troy
Female Seminary, must have rendered her ſamiliar with
the wants and deficiences existing in relation to school his
tories, and given her great advantage in attempting to sup
ply them. We are a good deal o

f

the opinion, that the in
terest and utility o

f history depend greatly o
n

it
s

fulness

and expansion. Yet in examining, cursorily, the works
before us, we have been struck with some highly merito
rious characteristics. Though the facts and events o

f his
tory are necessarily much condensed and abridged, yet they

are so rapidly grouped, and linked so well, with a vigor o
f

narration, that they are not only devoid o
f dulness, but pos

sess considerable interest. To catalogue, as it were, the
epochs o

f history, and at the same time keep u
p

the interest

o
f

the reader, is o
f

n
o easy attainment.

In treating o
f

our own more recent history, summaries o
f

the views and arguments o
f

the opposing parties are given,

and for the most part, with ability and impartiality.

These merits, to which may be added their decided pat
riotic tone and tendency, increase our confidence in the

works generally. They are accompanied and illustrated

b
y

chronographic plans ard charts, and a perspective view

o
f

the “Temple o
f Time,” which fasten much knowledge

in the mind, b
y

“clear arrangement and devices addressed

to the eye.” These works may be ordered through Drinker

4
. Morris.

Napoleon AND his Marshalls. By J. T. Headley. 2

vols. New York: Baker & Scribner. 1846.

Mr. Headley's pen is well qualified to impart a
ll

the in
terest with which his very engaging themes are fraught.

He boldly avows his entire change o
f opinion a
s regards

the character and career o
f Napoleon; whose wars h
e

now declares to have been waged for liberty, and in self
defence. No doubt the zeal and ſervor o

f
a new convert

will lend additional warmth and eloquence to his pen.

Drinker 4. Morris have the work.

HARPER & Brothers have just added to their “New
Miscellany,” Nos. X and XI, containing,

Darwin's Voyage o
f
a Naturalist. 2 vols.

It is a Journal, b
y

Charles Darwin, F. R
. S., o
f

Researches

into the Geology and Natural History o
f

the countries vis
ited during a voyage round the world, in the British ship,
Beagle, under the command o

f Capt. Fitz Roy, R
.

N
.

The
voyage was undertaken, for scientific objects, under the di
rection, and a

t

the expense o
f

the British Government.
The results are here given in a popular form.

One o
f

the most important services that Harper 4 Broth

e
rs

render the reading public, is in the number and excel
lence o

f

their juvenile publications. They have just issued,


