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Home Correspondence.

Inanswerto®C. D.’s” questiomson the Guinea-fowl—
The chicks of the white variety of guinea-fowl are white,
not striped. As far as I have observed, the young of
all gallinaceous birds, which are to be white when full
grown, are white, or pale straw-colour (which passes for
white), from the shell ; but the converse of the propo-
sition does not hold good, Like the infant offspring of
man, many birds, apparently spotless in their early days,
become stained and darkened as they advance to matu-
rity. The pied sort is striped like the common one,
and not to be distinguished from it for some time. The
laced fowl I have only seen in its adult state : judging
from experience in similar cases, I should say that this
also would be striped, and scarcely distin%nishable, if at
all, in its younger stage of existence. Inquiry might
be made of the country fowl dealers, who are more likely
to have reared them than those in London ; but,as Mr.
Swainson justly complains, “ they are not persons capa-
ble of writing” (or telling exactly what you want to know)
¢ upon such matters, even had they the inclination to
&eveal what they no doubt consider the secrets of their
craft.” The laced guinea-fowl are quite deserving of a
placeamongst “ Ornamental Poultry™; though the rarest
variety, they are still to be had,and if “ C. D,” is inter-
ested in these points as a naturalist, the most satisfae-
tory thing to his own mind will be to procure a pair and
“ try conclusions.” The young chickens of the several
varieties of poultry are certainly characterized by other
differences than those of mere size. All are covered
with down, but the colours of the down are diversely
arra.nged in the various breeds. For instance, the
speckled Dorkings have three brown stripes down the
back, one darker and broader in the middle, and one on
eachside narrowerand lighter. If* C.D.” watches closely
he will find that this down does not fall off, is not deci-
duous like the annual coating of feathers, but is gradu.
ally absorbed or changed into feathers, as the bird
advances in growth ; so that his term of second plumage
can only be accurately applied after the first moulting.
I hope shortly, in giving the biography of one of the
water-fowl, to suggest some views of the subject which
may be new to many of your readers, and which it
would not be fair to myself to anticipate here.—D.

The Food Question.—Under this designation I have
read the observations of your correspondents, Hewitt
Davis, * Falecon,” and John Willimott. The ques-
tion is, indeed, a momentous one ; and I therefore seek
insertion of the following facts. Thete is, unhappily,
every reason to believe that one-fifth of the Potato erop
of Ireland is deficient this year. The extent of Potato
land, as averaged by M¢‘Calloch, is 2,000,000 acres:
therefore, as there has been only one-fifth the usual
quantity of Potatoes planted, the number of acres un-
cultivated is 1,600,000. Now if Mr. Davis will consult
the following authorities, viz. De Jounes, Kortes, Bous-
singault, Wakefield, Low, Johnston, Kane, &e., he will
find that the average produce of the Continent, England,
and Ireland, will give 9 tons per statute acre. There-
fore the deficiency this year in Ireland is about
14,400,000 tons! The following Tables, which ' are
grounded on the average of the authorities named, will
show the relative quantum of nutritive food and its
component parts, contained in the vegetables named ;
which ¢ Falcon” desires to see published :— -
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Component Parts of Nutrition,
| Wheat.| Oats, | Peas. |Potatoes

Starch and Sugar..........| 8251bs | 8501bs| 8001bs|3427 1bs
Gluten, or protein compound| 1851bs | 2301bs{ 3801bs| 604 1bs
Ou RS B B I EEFRE I EEEITEERERSNFE] *5lbs 951h.. ‘glb’i ‘5 lb.
Total ....|10551bs (1175 1bs/12251bs/4076 1bs

It is proved by the foregoing that an acre of Potatoes
contains of food for man nearly foar times that which
can be had for an acre of Wheat, consequently the loss
as a crop is nearly four-fold ; and taking the weight of
the nutritive material of the Potato, as only one-fourth
the gross weight (which is under the reality), the food
deficient is equivalent to 3,600,000 tons of Wheat.
These are facts which, 1 believe, cannot be controverted,
and I leave your correspondents t> draw their own
conclusions, keeping in mind that Government returns
have shown 4,200,000 persons have hitherto lived upon

the Potato solely, and that, except an increase in the

culture of Mangold Wurzel and Turnips (which, as
general food, will not support human life), there is no
increase of other culture, England having cultivated
but about one-fourth its usual erop of Potatoes, its loss
of food must be in the same ratio, except that the
Potato land has been all brought into cultivation there,
¥hiile it lies idle in Ireland.—Jasper W. Rogers, Not-
tingham-street, Dublin. T

Thin Wheat Sowing.—A pint of Talavera Wheat

contains about 8,850 grains of corn. An aere of land | teach them? If I undertook to teach what

vail,

4 J. B.”” terms them,
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— M. G. [Perhaps you will follow up this calculation. ]

T hin Sowing.—1 beg publicly to thank your corre-
spondent ¢ J. B., of Allesley, Coventry,” for his unan.
swerable condemnation of the larbarous system of
overseeding land with corn. The condemnation of thick
sowing is so convincing even to the most prejudiced,
that, emanating as it docs from the renowned locality
of Coventry, it will effect more towards rational and
systematic cultivation of land, and scientific seeding of
it, than anything else I have yet read. Mr. “J, B.”
says that he harvested 20 acres of Wheat grown after
Clover, which was mown twice last season ; and which
20 acres, he continues to inform us, he sowed with 10
pecks of seed per acre. Here, then, was a fair speci-
men of the old system of ¢ thick sowing;” 10 pecks of
seed per acre on 20 acres of land, or 200 pecks or 50
bushels of seed on only 20 acres of land. And what
was the result !y I will give it in Mr, “J, B)s” own
words, as he wrote them from near—very near Coveu-
try (see p. 6435). * The hue,” he says, * became deeper
until the erop came into ear, so that my neighbours,”
he innocently says in continuance, *remarked that it
would mildew ; and such was the case ; the blight fully
establishing itself when the ears were about half filled ;
and now, instead of having a good sample of Wheat for
sale to the miller, it is of but very little more value
than to feed poultry.” These are Mur. “J. B.’s’’ own
words, and his own description of his own and his
neighbours’ plan of cultivating land and growing corn ;
he sowed 10 pecks of seed per acre on 20 acres. His
crop was not fit for sale to the miller, or, in other
words, was not fit for man, nor hogs, nor dogs, and only
fit for poultry. Of course Mr. “J. B.”” will never pur-
sue the same ruinous and barbarous system again, as
nothing could be more complete and condemnatory of
it than his lucid letter is,and the account of his farming,
Let us, then, turn to the system of the scientific culti-
vators ; to that of Mr. Davis and Mvr. Mechi, and a
host more whom I could mention., In the first place
they have no blight—no mildew ; not a speck of either ;
and never will have or can have. This, then, must be an
advantage, or it is so considered by the ¢ rational
seeders,” a race of farmers whom Mr.“ J. B.” condemns
as ‘“‘enthusiastic ;” but then we know that what he
means to condemn, he in the highest possible manner,
praises ; like DBalaam of old, instead of cursing his
enemies, he blesses them altogether, yea, and they shall
be blessed. Supreme wisdom being with them as their
guide, for the good of mankind they must ultimately pre-
From the system of Mr. ¢ J. B,” then we turn to
that of the scientifie cultivators, the enthusiasts as Mr.
The first of these.is Mr. Davis,
who has no blight like “ J, B.” nor mildew, nor lodged
corn, nor fallow ; yet for his Wheat crops he does not
drill one-third of the seed that “J, B.” informs us he
sowed. Mr. Davis farms of very poor Jand, I think, full
700 acres ; that is, taking it altogether it is very poor
land ; and on so large a scale he is the thinnest seeder
[ know ; yet how beautiful, how luxuriant, how prolific
were all his crops! I saw them twice during last sum-
mer, and never in my life was I more delighted ; indeasd
I could hardly tear myself from a scene which delighted
me 80 much ; every crop was perfeet in its kind, not

like

poor “J. B.’s”” which was oniy fit for poultry, and
would not grind even for hogs. And next to Mr. Davis
we will visit Mr. Mechi ; and here again how convine-
ingly does the Leadenhall-street agriculturist, as « J. B.”
calls him, confirm all that ¢ J. B.”” has written ! I re-
member Tiptree before Mr. Mechi purchased a farm
there. It was the most barren, sterile, and wild wilder-
ness of a place I ever saw, notorious for the low estima-
tion in which it was held. But what is it now? From
a cold, wet, miserable wilderness, avoided and despised

‘and rejected by nearly all, it is now one of the most

beautiful and prolific spots in the whole county of Essex,
if not of the world. And how has this happy change

By pursuing a plan diametrieally opposite to that of
“d. B.’s” of Allesley, Coventry. Mr, Mechi
half his Jand every year with Wheat, and what he has
threshed this year was upwards of 13 and 14 coombs an
acre, and all on the thin seeding system, like Mr. Davis.
From Mr. Mechi's predecessors growing Wheat on not
one-fourth of the farm yearl
bushelsjof seed, which produeced not more than 6 coombs
of crop per acre, Mr. Mechi himself, on the thin seedin
system, has made half the same farm produce annually,
free from blight or mildew, Wheat of the finest quality,
and a quantity equal, if not superior, to anything in
this or any other country. Well then may Mr. “J..B.”
give so sorry an account of thick sowing ; and of course
he is resolved never to practise it more. But again, as
as to my own doings, I drill 2§ pecks of Wheat

er acre,
and I have nearly 13 coombs of fine Wgeat per
acre; and I drill 3} pecks of Barley per acre,

and I have 16 coombs of produce ; and as for blight
and mildew, if 1 could not farm without them I

would mot farm at all. But Mr, “J. B.” seems
to doubt my ability to teach others the system which
I and others are practising ourselves ; but wh{ not

been effected ! by what magic has it been accomplished ? |
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g | knowledge, I am induced to suggest for

did | sound, practical instruction as to the great

T
not understand myself, “J. B.” might mmphi;,';;"l

am only offering to instruct others in m

practice, and, therefore, surely there is not’hi‘::"ll yearly
ful in my being able to do this, 1 do not kng::::"
could teach ““J. B.,” but if any number of gho k 3
will form themselves into a company, and mest

any town in Essex within 20 miles of my own midme. !h
I will teach them, and gratuitously too, how to ewec
Wheat entirely without mildew or blight ; to seed m
land as I do my own, and to have luxuriant crops
year of their lives. This year I had three aqm
Wheat to one of Barley ; my seed on an average of
Wheat and Barley was not three pecks an acre, and
my crops were full 14 coombs an aere, or an inm’:
75-fold. This autumn the same land will be seeded
me again with only one peck of Wheat per acre, and
though it will be the third time of Wheat in four }"eln,
I do not fear a prolific increase of fine and luxuriant
Wheat, and fit for any miller in the world. In conely.
sion, I beg again to thank Mr. “J, B,, near Coventry®
for warning his neighbours and others against his |i-
surd and ruinous system ; and for the honour of agri-
culture I hope he will see the error of his ways, and
henceforth pursue a more rational practice.—G, Wil
kins, Wiz, Manningiree.

Thin Sowing.—The following are the results of some
experiments tried by myself :—October 20th, 1844,
drilled one land, in the middle of an eight acre field,
with Chidham Wheat, at the rate of 1 bushel per acre;
the produce 322 bushels per acre. " The remainder of
the field was drilled with 1 bush. 7 gals. (or 1 bush, 3}
pecks), the produce 303 bushels per acre ; thus s
an increase of 2 bushels per aere from thin drilli
a saving in seed of 33 pecks ; the soil a thin chalk once
ploughed after Clover. October 30th, 1845, drilled half
an acre with Morton’s Red Straw White Wheat in the
middle of an eight acre field with 1 bushel per acre~
produce rather over 40 bushels per acre ; the remainder
of the field was drilled with 13 bushels per acre ; pro
duce 40 bushels per acre; the soil a strong loam and
gravel, once ploughed after Beans. The above experi.
ments were conducted under my own eye ; drilling,
cutting, carting, threshing and dressing, and measuring;
and are as far as can be fair experiments. I have tried
other like experiments, of which I have not the exact
results ; but they are such as to induce me to usea
much less quantity of seed ; some of my best Wheat
this year is from little more than a bushel per acre. I
drill all my Wheat 10 inches wide ; generally roll in
the epring ; always harrow, horse and hand-hoe. Ihave
been led to adopt thin drilling {rom actual e
I formerly drilled near 3 bushels of Wheat per acre;
and on the farm 1 now live the former tenant sowed
from 3 to 4 bushels per acre. What ke grew is wel
known to most people in this neighbourhood ; poor,
miserable crops. I drill all my crop Barley from 13
to 2 bushels per acre ; Oats less than 3 bushels; Deaus
and Peas less than 2 bushels. The best piece of Beans
I have grown was from rather more than 1§ bushe
per acre. Let no one think of drilling his corn thin us-

| less he intends to horse and hand-hoe, and keep his

corn quite free from weeds, or he may resta 3
failure will be the result. I believe thin drilling owes
its success to clean hoeing more than any other thing.
I have no doubt that much less seed is required p
Mr. Davis's system, i.c. Wheat after Beans and ;:
well hoed. I have observed that fallow Bean and
stubbles, where they have been kept clean, ";‘l"h'
much less seed than lea ground, i.e. Grass ?:
ploughed, in which we frequently lose plant. e
hoeing and cleaning erop I know of no better 1
ment than Messrs. Garrett’s horse-hoe of Saxmh:edndhl:l
Suffolk ; all sorts of corn and roots can be -
with this hoe, drilled 9 inches wide and upw e
have used it with the best results for dqstrom!‘ -
four or five years. I believe thin seeding hl.-':"
best in wet summers, of which 1 suppose “mé‘l ot
majority, although we have had three dry met. I be-
of four, namely 1844, 46 and 47 dry ; 1845 Wek
lieve these are exceptions, not the rule,—James
Chawton, Alton, Hanls,
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Sept. 30.—The Council met this day to fcm-h
proposition of his Excellency the Earl Clll't"""'I

contained in the following letter to his Grace 1

of Leinster :— 1847,
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* My Logp DukE,—feeling the deepest anxie

ot
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jects of the Royal Agricultural Improvement tronf’ and kDo¥
I have been honoured with the office of vice-patron
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ticably ameliorating the condition of Ireland, w\i
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your con
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be effected, and valuable assis fal t0
classes at the present time. I think it :“o‘;‘:m wdw
your Grace in your capacity of Prelidenthe amerous brs3
tural Society, as I believe it is through ayricultursl

of that most useful institution thas tbt; g -

can best be reached, and as 1 cmmiderf r: Jond
the condition of the Irish people m?%h :

be looked for in the improvement 0 %
the cultivation of the soil. Between 3 the
harvest works of the preunt.seaao?i an Share
of the operations for the ensuing sp n%.n i
period which, although in a proper €9 t labours, May
occupied by its peu(iuliar .anda :g?‘ff;:n s
sidered, as agriculture 18 C , |
3 of Irelng;ll, to be of comparative inactivity

hat advantage might be taken of tbotlti::"

classes will then have, to supply
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