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12 Hyaeiuths plauted, six lowered, producing handsome
" but scanty flowers, :
“In the decidedly eold parts of India, as Simlah and
Durjeeling, they suceeaded better. At the former place
" saveral Hyacinths flowered, but no Tulip sncceeded in
doing s0, though the bulbs attemptad it ; at Darjeeling
iﬂuuphing six larger bulbs), of a despatch of 30, 24
_ Bowered—the flowers were not eonsidered so handsome
a3 De, Campbell had sean them in England.

% The preatest success attended thea bulba in the
Dayra Doon.  Capt. Kirke eonsidared the double Hya.-
elnths pecfact, but they did not produce more than from
four to six flowers each. The Tulips only sprouted,
attributed by Capt. Kirke to their being planted late
in the season,

® With regard to the tital failure in the move tropical

arts, we arve not experienced enough to say whether it
Iy attributable to bad bulbs or bad climate, Neither as
rogards the colder parts, to what extent the want of
success is fairly attributable to the bulbs being planted
too late.

“ The upshot of the whole is, taking it for granted that
the bulbs were of the best quality, that such kinds of
balbs will not succeed in any part of India not enjoying
& tempoerate spring. 1f bulbs be required in the hotter
parts of India, then they should be ehosen from the
rapid growing kinds, natives of rather hot countries,
Ia this regard itis a i:it_‘f that GaPLuiu Wheler does not
give the names of two lovely ones (he calls them Lilies)
which flowered with him. The bulbs for Simlab, Dar-
jesling, &e., should arrive there early in November,”

These facts are interesticg, not only as epnnected
with the prastical bearinga of the guestion, but also as
showing how the climate influences peographical distri-
bation of plants.—F. I,

FPROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE,

I nore that the influential among us will take the
hint B0 often given in your evlumns, te be up and
doiug, in respect to the cultivation of the soil, and
that gardeners will point out the best means of erop-
ping allotment and small gardens, From observing
many still allowing their bit of land to lie idle because
they still adhere to the old system of eropping with
Potatoes in April and May, I am induced to offer the
following remarks, 2

I would just inquire of such what sort of future they
expect under such circumstances. There will be but a
poor produee, I fear, from Potatoes this season ; indeed,
in my opinion, they will droop and die from a month to
six weeks earlier than they did last year ; consequently,
should the spring be unfavourable, there will be but a
scanty produce from the early varielies, and the late
kinds cannot tuber or kern, as it is termed here, at all, I
oould forward abundant specimens to prove this state of
things, were it required, and it is a pity that men should

ist in following the old customs until distress arvives
at their doors. In this loeality Potatoes have been the
staff of life ; hardly a meal was made without Potatoes
by hundreds of pour families and small landholders :
pigs and poultry, horses and cows, &c., were all fed on
Polntoes, but, notwithstanding all this, it is of no use
weiting, imagining next year's erop will be better than
the last. Some substitute must be found without loss of
time, or matbers will be serious indeed, and want of
food, starvation, and pestilenee will arrive in gquarters
in whieh it is now least expected.

It is really miseralie to observe the system upon
which cottrge gardens and small holdings are cultivated
in some discricts ; Potatoes were so easily grown that
they were thrust into the soil at any time, and by any-
body, and after the ground was elenved of its produce it
was often left withuut forking, ridging, or trenching,
all the winter, until planting time again arrived, Only
a few of such cultivators have any idea in what good
cultivation consists; or even when to sow ordinary
gerden seeds, far lesa when to sow Swede Turnips, so
a8 to have strong plants in readiness to erop vacant
round with between Middummer and September.

any, it is true, plant a few Cabbages, but on a poor
system, and often employ an inferivr variety. Had there
been generally established, throughout the kingdom, sueh
a cottagers’ society as L established at Chislehurst, in Kent,
some years ago, offering prizes for the best cultivated cot-
wge garden, prizes fur the best root and other vege.
tables, 1 am warrant.d in sayiong, no such distress as
we see and hear of would now exist. Much, certainly,
is done by our superiprs to alleviate distross by distri.
bution of food, eluthibg, and fuel, and also by giving
away money. Buot it bas long beea my opinion that
the main-spring of charity, and to render it of perma.
nent duration, would be to establish loeal societies,
offering premiums for the best cultivated gardens, al-
lotments, or small heldings, and giving small prizes for
the best parden productions in season. Premiums
might also be offered to the housewives who keep the
neatest order and eleanliness in and about their
cottage and family, and 'also for any improvement
made on tools of husbandry, many of which; now in use,
are most awkward aod unwieldy, retlecting butb little
eredit upon what is termed an enlightened eountry.
Moreover; the best varieties of vegetables should be
purchased by somebody appointed for the purpose, and
digtributed gratoitously by the Society, or retailed at
prime cost. A list should be given ous in due seazon of
such articles as have been obtained. Useful books
should be introduced eontaining practical pardening
directions, which should be read by somebuody onge a
week throughout the year in the parish school-room on
an evening appointed for the purpose. Some good

gardener would be found in every locality, who, I have
but litile doubt, would readily put his shoulder to the
wheel of a0 good a cause, and who would impart ocea-
sionally some usefu]l information as regards the beat
system of cultivation, and the best kinds of seels to
procure ; prizes, in striking cases of industry and good
eonduet, could likewise be distributed, in the shape of
improved gardening implements,

I am confident were such encouragements generall
held out matters would mend astonishingly ; cleanli-
neés and methodical habits would become estalilished ;
general knowledge as to the best method of cullivating
the soil would be gained, and a much greater iuterest
taken than hitherto. Many a hungry family would be
furnished with wholesome food in abundance, and there
would be some to spare for the cow, pig, or poultry ; but
if the small holdings of land alluded to above are allowed
tolie idle, and if the occupiers are bereft of those uzeful
animals, how is reut to be paid? how is the back to be
elothed ? how arethe familyand home to befurnished with
many little necessary requisites 7 how is the shopkeeper
and tradesman to be paid ! or how is manure to be
produced for future erops, a failure in which must canse
serious distresa 1 The nation's prosperity so much
depending on the abundant products of the earth, it
is now time for the most thoughtless to consider
seriously what prospect there is of a fruitful and abun.
dant season, for it is to a great extent through lack of
enerpy and want of knowledge that the hitherto de-
plorable systom of cultivation has been earvied on, and
prejudice against what is termed the new-fangled
syatema and things is fostered,

The winter has been Ling and severs, and unluckil
the few Cabbage planta and other greens in this loeality
have been devoured to a serious extent by the immense
flocks of larks and other hungry migrating birds during
the last snow, nevertheless, the soil generally was never
previously known to be in better condition ; the fruit-
buds, too, of all kinds of fruit-trees are most abundant,
strong, and healthy ; Wheat is; however, sald to be
thin, but moere favourable weather will, no doubt,
soon alter its appearance and eause it to tiller strongly,
—James Barnes, Biclon Gardens, Sidmouth, Devon,

FPOMME ROYALE.

A Frencn variety of Russet, which deserves notice,
on aceount of its being, not only a good bearer in ordi-
nary seasons, but even in the past it produced a heavy
crop, when many varieties had few or none; and its
quality entitles it to rank as a very good dessert Apple.

Russeted,

The flesh is greenish-white, juiey, and rich. In per
fection from the end of December till March. The tree
is healthy, and of vigorous growth. Shoots of a chest-
nut eolour with few spots. Leaves large, roundish-
cordate, abroptly acuminate, serrated ; petioles short,
very woolly, and rather deeply tinged with red. Flowers
large ; petals roundish.—R. T

SUBSTITUTE FOR POTATOES.
We have been favoured with the following letiers :—
" Dule-street, Portland.place,
Feb, 27, 1547,

#2im,—1 beg to ¢nclose you a lotter from His Grace the Dukes
of Portlawd an the subject of & substitute for the Potato: ag
this recommendation iz founded on his Grace's own experience
it should at once be made known to all persons interested in
providing for the present and apparently increasing calamity,
and as a valuable suggestion, I trost youw will give it immediate

ublicity, ]
X 1 am, Sir, your very gbedient servant, Lioyes Boora,"”
' Welbeck, Feb, 26, 1847.

“ Sin,—It i certain that the Potato disease has again
appeared in the same manner as it appeared last year at
thiis season ; no man, therefore, in common prudence,
¢an depend upon & erop of that root this summer, I
venture, with great confidence, to sugpest a substitute,
viz,, the Swedish Turnip. Till within these eix weels
I was not aware that Swedish Turnips were pood human
food, much superior to the eommon Turnip! I have
since eaten them, and I think them much more sub.
stantial food than Potatoes. Having had much experi-
ence in the use of Potatoes as food for cattle, I am sure
that Swedish Turpips are the betler food of the two.
In point of quantity they yield larger erops, I have
grown here 22 tons per acre ; I have no doubt that in

milder climates larger crops may be obtained. The cul-

tivation of the Turnip is less expensive ; comparatively, | being even 3 or 4 inches square.

the seed costs almost nothing. As they need not be
sown very early in the spring, they do nut auffer from
early frosts, and in the autumn and winter no frost will
hurt them. I do not knoW that on the same land they
will bear repetition continvally as Potatoes will; they
are, also, liable in sand lands to be hurt by the grub.
These two last are the only disadvantages to which they
are liable; when well enltivated, on the whole, I con-
sider them a superior crop, and to be preferred even if
there was no such thing as the Potato disease.—Scorr
PorrLirDp.” -

[It gives us great plensure to find the recommenda-
tion of our correapondent * W. W.," whose letter we
published on the 4th of April last year, supported by
such valoable testimony as that of the Duke of Portland. ]

Home Correspondence.

Covering Vinr-borders with (ilass, — During the
forcing season of 1820, whilst | was acting as foreman
to the late Mr, Thompson, in the gardens of the Duke
of Portland, at Welbeck, that indefatigable cultivator,
fully satisfied (from the extensive and wellknown ex-
periments he had made on the flow of the sap), of the
necessity of a reciproeal action being maintained’ be-
tween the roots and branches of the Vine during the
period of growth, and with that prineiple in view, had a
glass roof placed over the border of a very early Vinery,
and a hot-water apparatus erected for heating its sur-
face ; and although I was fully aware that this could
have been muel’ simplified by being attached to-the
same source as that by which the house was warmed,
I was not much impressed with its efficiency, as I con-
sidered the heat thus imparted to be far too drying in
its effects, and altogether unlike that given out by
stable-dung and leaves which I have employed in my
subsequent practice. Were a glass roof erected over
the description of covering, it would keep the ferment-
ing material at o more equable temperatore; cause it
to retain its heat for a longer period, and prevent the
chilling effects of rain and snow besides, Its superior
appearance must be of considerable importance in every
well-regulated garden. I conszider the heat from'fer-
menting materials far superior to any other description
of heat that ean be applied io Vine borders, whether
from steam, flues, or hot-water pipes, inasmuch as the
heat generated is of & better quality, and it requires
much less attention. The saving, too, in point of
fuel for a whole winter's foreing, in a district-such
as this, where coals are expensive, is a matter of

{no mean importance, The system I pursue with

Vine borders intended for early forcing is
to cover them up in the autumn, so as to pre-
vent as much a8 possible the radiation of that
heat which  had been absorbed during the
summer “months, and when foreing eom-
mences [ begin with the border first, s0 as to
have the roots somewhat in advance of the
branches, and endeavour to keep up a heat in
the masa' of fermenting inaterials, ranging
from B80° to 90°, until the froit 8 nearly
ready to cut.—James Duncan, Basing Park,
March 1.

Barley Bread.—I feel it neces to maka
& reply to your correspondent W. Elliott,
" on the subject of Barley bread. My ob-

servations on that article applied more par-
ticularly to the counties of Cumberland, West-
moreland, and of Laneashirve, -whose
housewives, [ doubt mot, will fully bear me
out in my statement. Barley scons (griddle
cakes) are only used occasionally as a make-
shift by the Cumberland housewife, and are
consilered by her as the result of bad manage-
ment —J. H.

Fnrru:f'sﬁ'y:.!‘am ﬂ_f S;nkfﬂy Wells,—Sinee the
subject of M. Fauvel's valuable improvement in boring
was named at the Southampton meeting last year, I have
been looking out for further information respecting it,
and was gratified to see soma aceount of it lately invour
eolumns, But it is not stated where the machine can
be hired, bought, or who can give any information about
it. Now, on my estate I have many motives for boring,
and would have employed this mode of aseertaining the
depth of eoal, of marl, of fuller's earth, &e., had it not
been for ‘the ruinous expence of boring by the old
method, equal to 30 times greater than by M. F.'s plan,
You will therefore oblige me, and 1 am sure others, by
stating where the terms for its use may be obtained, &e.
— A, Feb, 28, [We do not know. ]

Sawgy Cabbage.—1 would strongly advise those whe
plant Potatoes this season to keep the rows a yard
apart, and interline them with Savoy Cabbages. I cut
two on the 1st inst, each measuring 46 inches in eir-
cumference, and, the weight of both was 1 st. 6 1b.—
two of thelirgest ever kuown to have been grown in
this neighbourhood. The superiority of this vegetable
over many others, i3 beeause it will-stand the severest
winter without protection. DBesides the Potatoes inter-
mixed with other erops were not so much diseazed as
those grown in large squares by themselves—ud. A.,
Helmingion Hall, March 2,

Salt (see p. 117.)—Your correspondent “ W, B.N™
must, 1 think, have seen salt from olher salinas than those
describied by me ; probably (as 1 infer from his statement
that the salt is brought into Buenos Ayres in ox-waggons),
from the salinas north of 8. Ventana, Thesalt from the
Rio Negro, from the S. Chiguitas and from San Julian,
instead of being an “amorphous mass,” yielding “a
soft powder,” is coarsely erystallized, some of the cubes
Instead of being
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mixed with much earth, the salt presents an expanse
ns white as newly fallen snow, which, viewed from' a
distance, as [ well remember to my cost, might readily
be mistaken for'a luke. Your corvespondent seems to
think that by the term purity, I imply freedom from
dirt, but in my] work -1 expliin that I mean, * the
abeence of those other saline bodies found in all sea.
water,"—a remarkable fact, which I state after the
eareful analysis of Mr. T. Reeks of the Museum of
Econom. Geology. The salt consists entirely of ehloride
of sodium, with the exception of only 0 26 of sulphate
of lime, and 022 of earthy maifer. This fact havihg
been aseertained, and the mass being well erystallised,
it still appears to me that its lesser value for curing
meat is probably owing to its puriry, in the sense in
which 1 have perhaps inappropriately used the term,
that is, to the absence of those other saline substances
found in sen-ealt. I ehould not, however, hiave ven-
tured on this opinion, had not Prof, [Johnston come
to the conclusion ®that these salts answer best for
preserving cheese which contain most of the deliques-
cent chlorides.” I must yet think that the experiment
- of adding some of the muriates of lime and magnesia to
the ealt from the Rio Negro, would be very well worth
trial by the owners of the Saladeros near Buenogs Ayres,
—C. Darwin. )

Cottage Garden Cropping.—It behoves all persons
of “ station and edueation” to interest themselves and
employ their influence and knowledge in furthering the
object so ably-recommended in last week’s Chronicle,
—the proper and judicious eropping of allotment and
cottage garden land, or another season  of distress
(amongst the peasantry at least) will inevitably be the
result ; unless people of infuence exert themeelves, the
% lazy root "’ will again be essayed, My aequaintance
with the cottagers in this neighbourhood decidedly con-
firms me in this assumption. It is laméntable to see
the folly and obstinacy with which, spite of all warning,
the poor people still eling .in hope to the Potato; not
deterred by the serious lessons of the last two yeirs,
they still think, they tell you, of #giving *em another
trial." No time, therefore, should be lost in employing
arguments aund influence to persuade them to a more
rational course. In many cases the people really are
ignorant of, and unable to obtain proper substitutes for
their favourite root ; gardeners whose situations allow
them should not let pass this opportunity of assisting
their poorer neighbours; advice, and perlaps a little
time might be spared to them ; and wherea good store
of seeds has been saved, a few from abundanee would
be well bestowed ; sets of the Jerusalem Artichoke, and
Cabbage plants might also be given, It isthe gardener’s
interest as well as his duty to exert himselfin assisting
the now-suffering cottagers. The importance of his
profession would be. more Tully acknowledged, and his
individual ability  commended in proportion as the
advantages resulting from such a benevolent exercise
of his skill were made apparent.— W. I., Windsor,
Mareh 1. '

Church Warming, on Hagard’s ﬁqfar:, at East Brent,
—The publie is much obliged to Mz, Denison for the
information which he has so kindly communieated in
the Chronicle of the 13th of Feb,, p. 102 ; and many, 1
am sure, will feel much indebted to that gentleman if e
would state particulars more fully : as to total expense;
a8 to the nature and construction of the flues, or what-
ever conveys the hot air into the grates which open into
the chuarch ; as to whether the apparatus be erected
without or within the walls of the church ; and, as to
continued success of the experiment. And, eould Mr,
Denison obligingly direct attention to any diagrams, or
full eketehes of the plan, similar to what may be found
respecting the “ Candy stoves” in the pages of the
Builder. Infact, Mr. Hazard's plan is unknown, even
by name, as far as I ean ascertain, in the north.—.4
Northern, Feb. 24, [The better way will be to apply
to Mr. Hazard himself, who has a pamphlet on the
Jubject ] :

Economical Soup.—1 am sure your :emlers will be
obliged by the eopy you gave them of M. Soyer's soup.
My cook has been making it, and I can now testify to its
goodness and palatable ('Ewuur. In truth, it is a much
better soup than we often get at our dinner tables, I
have had made two gallons, precisely according to the
reeeipt, to which end I directed my servant to purchase
last evening, in Bath, all the ingredients, and to give me
a note of the cost of each article, so that I may be able to
fi“ my poorer neighbours in the country, as well as my

__farm-servants, not only a plate of it, but the mode and
expeélise of making it, which [ know they will be delighted
with. To a labourer, with five children, such a comfort-
able meal, at 80 low n cost, is really a godsend. M.
Soyer merits every gratituds, It cost 74d., not esti-
timating fire. Had the articles been purchased in larger
quantities, M, Soyer's estimate would have been ar-
rived at, viz. 6d.— A, Feb, 28,

The Shanking of Grapes.~Too rich retentive bor-
ders, imperfectly drained, and exposed unprotected to
the rains of autumn and winter are, I imagine, the
eause of shanking, For late Vines espeeially, such
borders have proved very injurious, eausing them to

W too late in the season, and consequently to pro-

uce badly ripened wood, which'is perhaps the prin-
cipal eause of shanking, I have invariably found
bunches produged by ill-ripened wood to be much more
given to shanking than those upon well ripened wood,
under the same weatment : the former, as might na-
turally be expected, being imperfectly forined, and in
young Vines especially, -having Jong and slender foot-
stalks. It is'with late Vines, too, that shanking is most

general and at a time when the fruit is ditaining the
Vines most, and when the heat of the sun -is decreas-
ing and the nights long, with a moist atmosphere
in the house, and little eirculation of air to
strengthen the footsialks of the berries. Mois-
ture should be carefully guarded against, and no
more should be given by the syringe than is absolutely
necesaary to keep down inseets and promote free growth,
I conceive a free circulation of air to be of the first
importance, To prove this we have only to look at
Grapes grown in the open air, where shanking is
seqreely to be found. To keep the border from be-
coming saturated with wet in winter, cheap covering
might. be made of cotton, painted over with Loiled oil,
and a emall quantity of bees".wax. This should be
placed in & box in the front of the border, and run out
by a roller placed inside the box. Inall Vine-borders,
in addition to cross drains, a main deain filled with
broken stones should be formed in front parallel with
the houses, to carry off superfluous water. Not less
than 2 feet of stones should be used above the drain,
the larger stones being at the bottom, and the smaller
towards the top. This should be covered with a mixtore
of gravel and screenings of lime, and well pressed down
with a roller. When completed, the border should have
a deacent from the back to the front of not less than 12 in.,
and it should be 15 feet in width, and when eompleted
a layer of turf should be placed with the Grassy side
downwards upen it. A light sandy soil from an old
pasture is best, and the border should not exceed 2 feet
in depth on the back, and 15 inches in front. If this
kind of soil, however, cannot be procured, and stronger
goil is employed, it should be mixed with a sixth part
of gravel, flint, {reestone, or limestone. For heating a
late Vinery, the Polmaise system is undoubtedly the
best ; as, under this system, a free circulation of air is
eonstantly maintained, which I have no doubt will be a
means of preventing shanking, and will also preserve
the berries from rotting.—G. Hemsworth, Knowsley
Gardens, Prescof, Lancashire.

fedges,—In the * Amateur Gardener ** various soris
of hedges, &c., are recommended, [ will suggest an
Ivy hedge, as being & very pretty and very useful one.
It may be planted to grow on a rough trellis-work of
any kind, and makes a delightful evergreen wall. 1 have
got one in my parden, of about 7 feet high and of con-
siderable length.— W, B, V., Sevenoaks.

Potatoes not earthed up free from Disease,—1 beg to
observe that I huve for these last eight vears been in
the habit of planting my Potatoes whole in the month
of November, with a dibble, from 20 inches to 2 feet
apart, every way, and from 6 to B inches deep, nnd
never earthing them up, The result has invariably
been a mpst excellent crop, and this last season nome
were diseased except two rows separate from all the
rest, and which had been highly manured with decom-
posed animal matter the previous year,.—FK. Morgan,
Tenby, February 20.

Bees (see p. 86).—The case of * Este’s” bees dying
during winter, and leaving plenty of honey in the hive,
is by no means uncommon, llmu&h it i3 not easy
to say how far it may bs puarded against. Some
apiarians imagine that the bees perish from the honey
becoming ecandied, and therefore too thick to jbe
useful as food ; but I havs known stocks to perish
while the honey remained clear and limpid, the queens
surviving the whole. The bees do not seem to die
either from want of food or from dizease, but fall off
gradually from weakness and old age. The truth is,
such hives are always low in point of numbers, there
not being enough to keep each other in spirits and
courage and genial warmth, The real cause of calamity
in “ Este's” hive is, doubtless, the death or barrenness
of the queen, and the consequent want of young bees to
take the place of those which are worn out, and drop
off from the hive, whose combs not being oceupied, soon
turned mouldy. A careful examination of the brood
combs in autumn might give "ﬁrm‘ning of the danger;
but the remedy, viz. the substitation of a young prolifie
queen, would not be of very easy application.— /.,

The Cultivation of Wegelable Marrow—Cocuzzelli
or Cocozzi of the Italinne—is very easy. [Last year I
planted six seeds in my garden, and transplanted them,
on thei¢ eoming up, to differént parts, and I had an
endless crop of them, some on a wall and some on the
ground, covering many square yards, Klany poor
people were thankful for them. 1 have preserved, in
a’cool, dry room, ten of them till now, weighing from
B 1bs. to 121be. each. My cook cut up one yesterday ;
it isgood in soup—as a vegetable by itself—as a preserve
with sugar—or in a pie with Lemon-juice or any such
acid, sugar and a little spice.—aA, Feb, 28. [This is,
we presumie, the Coucourzelle of the French.]

State of the Autumn-planied Potatoes.—1 have seen
several complants respecting antumn-planted Potatoes
being frost-bitten at the depth of 6 and 7 inches under
ground. In the early part of last October I planted
two sacks of different sorts; last week I examined them,
and found each lot in excellent eondition, every one [
took up hiad advanced their eyes the eighth of an inch
at least. The whole of them were planted with a spade,
at the depth of 5 inches ; I do not believe one can be
found so deep as 6 in, ; they were all planted whole, the
earth was lifted up and turned over on them, and after
they were planted, the alleys between were duxg up,
which left the ground in a perfeetly lvose state. Ifthey
had been plantéd in any other way the earth woild
have been closed round them, which would have been
the means of conducting the frost to their winter

quarters, Those I planted in the autumn of 1845 were

ecarcely any of them affected with disease, while these
I planted in the spring of 1846 were nearly all diseased
more or less ; the Aslleaf suffered the most here 3 the
garden is situated on very high ground and much ex-
posed to all weather ; the soil lies on a very dry bottom,
composed of a rather soft sort of rag-stone,— Morris
Todd,_March 3,——1In November last I planted one-
third of an acre with Potatoes, 8 inches deep, manire
laid on the top of them, and then they were covered
with the plough in ridges. Yesterday they were exa-
mined in five places, and found quite sound in all. The
soil is very poor, shallow, and stony ; the upper part of
the pieee is wet from the overflowing of a small stream,
The lowest the thermometer has bieen in this neighbour-
hood was 15°—at Kendal, ? miles off ; my own was
never below 209 here.—T. 8. P, the Craig, Bowness,
Windermere., .

To Keep Rirds from Building in Chimneys.—1I have
a suggestion to make which may be useful for chimneys
in thatched buildings, both to keep birds out and pre-
vent fires. Itis this:—Have an iron frame fixed on
the top of the chimney, flush with the inside ; then
have some thin iron bars (precisely like a Venetian
blind in size, shape, and movement) fixed in the frame,
These would usually stand erect, to let out the smoke,
and close enough to keep out birds ; but in case of fire
in the chimney, which so often proves fatal to out-
buildings and ricks in the country, by having two jack-
chains (one on each side the chimney on tEe inside),
and pulling the one which closes the leaves of the
machine at the top, the fire must hecessarily go out for
want of draught; or, at any raté, no sparks could
"eseape to do irﬁur;.-—f‘. N, Ludlow,

Polmaise Healing.—1 think it due to the eaude of
truth, where so much controversy exists, to state the
result of my experience on a small zeale, and perhaps
an imperfect applieation of the principle. Mine is a
small greenhouse (19 by 15), which was heated (suffi-
ciently to exclude frost) by a smoke-flue passing along
tke back-wall, and returning once on itself into one of
the chimneys of the adjoining dwelling-house. The fur-
nace was built in the wall, and opened into a potting-
shed at the back. I have retained the same il;rnl::e,
altering the flue so as to pass under an iron plate, and
then at the side of and over the hot-air chamber. The
former upper smoke-flue is now converted into a reser-
voir for hot air communicating with the hot.air cham-
ber, and with the house by pigeon-hole openings, I
have omitted the extended air-drains, (being desirous
of ascertaining if they could be dispensed with for so
small a house,) and the cold air from the house passes
through a grating in the back-wall into a sunk space,
which eommunicates with the lowest part of the hot-air
chnmber. Iu other respects I have adopted Mr, Meek's
plan with little variation, but on a much smaller seale,
the whole gpace occupied being only 3 ft. 11 in. by 21ft.
Qin. The result is perfectly eatisfactory. I have by
an inexpensive alteration obtained the command of heat
and moisture sufficient for forcing my Vines at
pleasure.  The eireulation is complete, and -the
temperature throughout the house is nearly umi-
form, the difference of heat between the apex
of the roof and the front bench being not more
than 39, I think that all who feel an interest in horti-
culture are much indebted to you and to Mr. Meek for
the ability and perseverance with which you have sought
to establish a very valuable improvement. To prevent
effectually the eseape of noxious gases, 1 have, in addi
tion to the sand grooves for receiving the returned
edges of the iron plates, placed thin sheet iron ouiside
the brickwork, leaving a space of a quarter of an ineh
which is filled with dry sand. Itappears fully to answer
the intended purpose.—Edward Moore, Pennycombey
rick, Plymouth.

Salt, a Remedy for the Pelato Disease.—If this
application is really useful, it cannot arise from supply-
ing the plant with the nutriment it requires ; for the
Potato contains comparatively small portions of chlorine
and soda, It pmhnl:-l?' results from its antiseptic proper.
ties. Fermenting dung has generally increased the
malady, and salt will check the fermentation, or decom-
position, of any erude manures, Have any of your cor-
respondents tried salt in addition to manure In the
trials which have come under my motice, it has been
used in the place of other applications, and not in con.
Jjunction with them ; so that the effect may have arisen
solely, or chiefly, from the absence of common manure,
—Sigma.

Brewing without Boiling—My atlention has been |
drawn by your remarks on the brewing of malt liquor,
to & promise I made some time ago respecting the
brewing of beer without the troublesome and expensive
operation of boiling ; and it gives me much satisfaction
to state that perfect success has attended the operation
in every instance since I adopted the plan. 1 attribute
its briskness (to the last pint), to the fact of the fixed
air not having been expelled by boiling ; and likewise to
its retaining the full strength of the malt, as I presume
if the steam off some eoppers could be collected and
condensed, it would turn out to be whiskey.— A Craven
Grazier. [See pages 782, 852, 1844.] $

Weeping Holly,—1 lately discovered in the woods *
here a beautiful Weeping Holly, which I had removed
wnto the pleasure ground, where it forms a charming
object, The stem is 8 feet in height, and within §
inches of the top breaks out into tweive branches, each
drvoping down to the ground, and forming a eircle, not
& branch having the least inclinativn to grow upright,
Lt was growing under tall Larch aud Scoten firs, between

large stones that had been reunt asunder ; so that the
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