Novemser 27, 1858.]

pUBLIC HATU'R;L HISTORY COLLECTIONS,
rux following correspondence has just passed with
e Chancellor of the Exchequer :—

—As one of a body of working Naturalists deeply inte-
in the fate of the Natural History Collections now in the

Museam, 1 am requested to transmit for your conside-
the enclosed Memorial, which we believe to express the
of s large number of pe

rsons engaged in the pursuit of

slthough it has not been counsidered to send
for general ture. We also understand it has
someurrence of Sir William Hooker and others whose
situation prevents their actually joining in it, .
w Should you desire to receive any rsonal explanation of
sur YiEWS We shall be happy to il';rmla e l:;ation tot‘:ﬂit upon
whatever time you may appoin
gou ot * I have thephﬂnuur, &e.,

(Signed) “Jonx lLaNpLEY.”

7o the Right Homourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
~The necessity of the removal of the Natural History
from the British Museum having been recently
pmmine-n:}v before the Public, and it being understood
guestion of their reorganisation in another locality is

der consideration, the undersigned Zoologists and Botanists,
_?"‘V or otherwise in the &u:jmlit. of Natural

e

feel it their duty to lay before Her s Govern-
they entertain as to the arrangements by which

. ment the views
e twofold object
= ce,
s general diffusion among the Public—to show how far the
| Museums of the Metropolis and its vieinity, in
; present condition, answer these purposes,—and to suggest
seh modifications or additional arrangements as appear re-
~ guisite to render them more thoroughly efficient.
 fhe Collections or Museums, whether Zoological
- Buotanical,
L

or
required for the objects above stated, may be

under the following heads :—
or r Museum,

and comprehensive Typical
: h'hm;lmminant forms or types of Animals and Plants,
~ pecent or fossil, should be so displayed as to give the Public an
~ jes of the vast extent and variety of natural objects, to diffuse |
- s general knowl of the results obtained by in their
~ mvestigation and classification, and to gerve as a general intro- |
duction to the Student of Natural History. f
2A mﬂm Scientific Muséwm, in which Collections of all
and Plants, and their parts, whether recent
g and of a sufficient number of specimens, should be
- conveniently for study ; and to which should be ex-
. glusively attached an appropriate Library, or Collection of
a.ndmnsﬁnﬁom relating to Science, wholly independent
comprehensive Economic Museum, in which Economic
whether Zoolofcal or Botanical, with Illustrations
processes by which they are obtained and applied to
ﬁ::ldt}:m di:pooed as best to assist the progress of Com-
4. Collections of Li Animals and Plants, or }
i ot ving | ts, or Zoological
The Typical or Popular Museum, for the daily use of the
th. which i?éght !:i:itmtapoud djanmxed to the
useuwm, would req a large , ina
. aity, and accessible situation. The Collections :lﬁuld bou%l;:'-
in u‘mmm}ﬂ galleries, in glass cases, so closed as to pro-
bet them from the dirt and dust raised by the thousands who
*ould visit them ; and sufficient room should be allowed within |
he cases to admit of affixing to the specimens, without con-
sion, their names, and such illustrations as are necessary to
¥ them intelligible and instructive to the Student and
Public.
pend
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- Ihe Beonomic Museums and Living Collections in Botany might

in Natural History can be best adapted to |

hch ent of the Zoological ones.

_ the R, in Zoology as in Botany, is the most
ll. 1tis indispensable for the study of Natural

although not suited for public exhibition. Without

cannot even name or arrange the materials

| Beonomic, or Living Collections, so as to conve
| my information to the Public. The specimens, thougz
in need of the same conditions of light, airiness, &c., as, and
- far more numerous than, those exposed in the Typieal or
- Popular Musewm, would occupy less space ; and they would
, a different arrangement, in order that the specimens
without injury, be frequently taken from their recep-
: es for e on. This Scientific Museum, moreover,
- ¥ould be useless unless an appropriate Library were included
RS
union of the Zoological and Botanical Scientific Musewms
:;0 ﬁmﬂty is of no importance. The juxtaposition of each
ding Living Collection is desirable, but not
m:?ﬁ“fﬁhﬁq Prong B ol B o O < cog
s n e a
. Garden and Economic Museum. o .

The
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Collections accessible to Men of
and to the Public, in or near the Metropolis, are the

15 Botaxy. —The Kew Herbariu ienti
~ - m, as a Scientific Collection,
- ®the finest in the world; and its im ce is universally
: seknowledged Botanists. It has an excellent Scientific
| m‘h? e “t::i it ; (;t, mt l':dlinirabl situated ; and in
FL _ » unaer 1
the B ” -y e mmuiate control of the Head

: it su es the necessity of a se
:ﬂ'ﬁl‘buhm for the use of that Garden and Huieum. ut
part of it ist}mt mpﬁatadf nt;tl;he State; there is no
Permanently appro or its accommodation, an
t'ﬂ? not iqcludg ?ﬁu Cnlle’c:.tiul? of ﬁossil Plants. s
0 ion of the British Museum, consisti
tllm Banksian Herbarium, js important, but venrg
t is badly situated, on account of the dust and
Great Russell ‘Street; and the want of space in the
buildings of the British Museum would prevent its
‘tmm there an adequate advantage in main-
m At the cost of the State, two Herbaria or Scieutific
useums =0 ear

Kew. ear together asthose of London and
lﬂ"on?h]'? Bﬁﬁah Museum also contains a valuable Collection

7 but not more readily available for Science than

t._

of

y at Ietf-, 48 now organised, and the conse-

e
ad to Sk
E _ mm to 1 mi any and ;.thatPnth, are too gene-

of the Botanical Gardens and Museum of

on the part of your

| with newly
exists no Typical or Popular Botanical Museum for | :

cent

Y m&ﬁ foet in diameter, has been dug
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specimens on other days preventing their belug arrangsd
hermetically closed cases.

A Museum of Economic Zoology has been commenced at
South Kensington.

There is an unrivalled Zoological Garden or Living Collec-
tion, well situated in the Regent’s Park, but not the property
of the State, nor receiving any other than indirect assistance,
in the terms on which its site is grantea.

The measures which your Memorialists would respectfully
urge upon the consideration of her Majesty’s Government, with
a view to rendering the Collections really available for the
pu for which they are intended, are the following :—

the Zoological Collections at present existing in the
British Museum be separa

ted into two distinet Collections,—
the one to form a Twpical or Popular Museum, the other to con-
stitute the basis of a complete Scientvic Musewin,
These Museums might be lodged in one and the same build-
ing, and be under one direction, provided they were
in such a manner as to be separately accessible ; so that the
one would always be open to the Public, the other to the man
of science, or ;‘n)gjgemn seeking for special information. This
arrangement involve no more trouble, and would be as
little expensive as any other which could answer its double
as the ical or Popular Musewn might at once be
almost complete, and would require but very slight, if
m{'fwt,'tiﬂm'lan roposed is only a further devel t of
n ep only a further developmen
the system acco - to which the Entomological, Concholo-

gical, and Osteol Collections in the British Museum are

already worked.
That an appropriate Zoological Library be attached to the
0

Scientific totally independent of the Zoologlm.l
of the Library of the British Museum, which, in the gw nion of
your Memorialists, is inseparable from the General Library.

That the Scientific Zoological Musewm and Library be p
under one head, directly responsible to one of her Majesty’s
Ministers, or under an tion similar to that which is
practically found so efficient in regard to Botany.

That the Museum of Economic Zoology at South Kensington be
further developed.

Your Memorialists recommend that the whole of the Kew
Herbarium become the property of, and be maintained by, the
State, as is now the case with a portion of it—that the
Banksian Herbarium and the Fossil E"!a.nt.u be transferred to
it from the British Museum—and that a Frmmant building be

rovided for the accommodation at Kew of the Scientific
useum of Botany so formed.

This consolidation of the Herbaria of Kew with those of the
British Museum would afford the means of includia in the
Botanical Scientific Museum a Geographical Botanical Collection
for the illustration of the Colo egetation of the British

m

Empire, which, considering the extreme importance of ble
products to the commerceof this country, your Mem are
convinced would be felt to be a great advantage.

Your Memorialists recommend further, that in place of the

Banksian Herbarium and other miscellaneous Botanical Collec-
tions now in the British Museum and closed to the Public, a
Typical or Popular Museumn of Botany be formed in the same
building as that proposed for the Zypical or Popular Musewm of
Zoology, and, like it, be open daily to the Public.

Such a Collection would require no t space
inexpensive, besides being in the highest degree instructive ;
and, like the or Po r Zoological Collection, it
would be of the test value to the public, and to the
Teachers and Students of the Metropolitan Colleges. |

That the Botanical Scientiic Musewm and its Bibrary, the
Musewn of Beomomic Botany, and the Botanic Garden, remain,
as at present, under one head, directly responsible to one of
her Majesty's Ministers.

e,

¢ it would be

The undersigned Memorialists, consisting wholly of Zoologists
and Botanists.have offered no suggestions respecting the very
valuable  Mineralogical Collection in the British Museum,
although aware that, in case it should be rvesolved that the
Na "History Collections generally should be removed to
another locality, the disposal of the
come under consideration.

November 18, 1858,

Georce BExTHAM, V.P.L.S.
Georce Busk, F.R.S, and Z.8., Professor of Compara-
tive anatm?ﬂl;xd Physiology to the Royal College of
- Burgeons o land.
Wintiam B. CarpeExTER, M.D,, F.R.8,, and Z.8., Regis-
trar of the University of London.
Cuas. Darwiy, F.R.8,, L.8., and G.8S.
W. H. Harvey, M.D., F.R.8. and Z.8., &c., Professor
of Botany, University of Dublin.
Artaur HexrFrey, F.R.8,, L.8., &c., Professor of Botany,
s College, London.
J. 8. Hexsrow, F.L.S. and G.8,, Professor of Botany in
the University of Cambridge.
Tuomas Hoxrey, F.R.8., Professor of Natural History,
Government School of Mines, Jermyn Street.
Jonx Laxprey, F.R.8. and L.S., Professor of Botany in

University College, London.

——

Home Correspondence.

Planting Wall Trees.—We have a border here about | gro

200 feet in length and 27 in width, with a wall faciu%
south-west, on which are growing Pear trees, which

doubt not are very old; they bave evidently been cut
back within the last few years, as their limbs are
young while their trunks are old; they are unfruitful,
at least, what little they produce is very inferior both
as regards size and quality. The roots are probably
deep in the subsoil, which is something between a stiff

inerals also will probably |

taken out of the holes was spread over Lie bor
cept therank soilfrom the bot]:om which tmum;::
 [We advise you to burn this.] By this means the whole
rder has been semibly raised. 1s there ANY reason
why these preparations should fail to grow good sorts
of Pears well? Of course as the roots extend it may
| be necessary to enlarge the size of the holes. Will the
soil I have used proved suitable of itself for Pears? or
would it have been better to have mixed with it a con.
siderable quantity of the surface soil alluded to above ?
Would it have been wise to have introduced well rotted
manure with the loam in so confined a ? orto
have mixed in rubble for drainage? Will the plan just
described suit Peach trees? And lastly, what sorts of
' Pears are likely to yield a moderate supply in
suceession from so limited a number of trees,
viz., about two dozen. We have also to cover
a high wall about 150 feet in length, with a north
aspect, the half of which I purpose to plant with
Morello Cherries. What kind of trees and what sorts

would sacceed best on the remaining half? If any of

. your ndents deem these questions worthy of
notice I be glad to receive through your columns
any good ical suggestions on the subject, as 1

| have other kinds of wall trees to plant, and I am desirous
of doing so with every possible chance of success,
having available means at bhand for any reasomable
amount of extra labour and e. A. Z.

Water Lilies.—In answer to “ Novice” (see p. 734),
I beg to say that the best means of getting rid of
| these is to cut them with a scythe twice in a season ;
the first cutting is not always sufficient to kill them,
but the second cutting opens the pores, lets in the
water, and kills them. Generally, however, the first
year's cutting is sufficient. W. Henderson, Inventor of
the Pateat Improved Broomhead, Dunkeld.

Musical Mouse.—We hear now and then of things
so unlikely or rather so unlike what have at any time
come within the grasp of our experience and observa.
tion, that, on those nows and thens, one is much more
faithless than believing, still the following is quite true,
however unhkely. ere i8 now in the possession of
Henry Brockhurst, 36, Clinger Street, Hoxton, a mouse
gifted with a canarified power of song. It appears to
have been in the habit of visiting the birds in their
cages, of eating of their food, drinking of their
drink, of listening to their strains, and enjoying them,
until it bethought itself of the propriety of repaying its
entertainers in notes current among them. It
made the attempt and succeeded; timidly at first
in its retreat it commenced its warbling. At
length, however, its song grew richer, ite notes of
melody being poured forth in the cages of the birds.
Caught at last, it now occupies its own cage, and still
at morn, noon, and quiet eve, are its pleasant melodies
performed. Nor would any one not pre-informed to
the contrary say they came from aught but a bird. 1t
is undeniably a four-footed wonder. It makes no
secret of its abilities, Doubtless its sweet music is the
result of lessons received from the canaries, and there
is only about as much difference between its notes and
| those of the birds as there is between the tones of a
Waﬂdaﬂm& Swain, General Post Office.
(We once heard one of these melodious mice, but its
music al;;pmred to our ears very like squeaking. |

Miselto on the Oak.—Miselto is mentioned as grow-
ing upon an Oak on my estate here in your volume for
1850, p. 518, and that bunch of it is still alive and
flourishing. 1 communicate this, becanse there is an
error in your recent notice of this Oak with Miselto in
it (see Nov. 20, 1858, p. 848) which obviously arises
from a misprint of Ledbury for Sedbury in the notice
of it given in 1850. Geo. Ormerod, Sedbury Park,
Chepstow, Nov. 22,—The place near Ledbury where
the Oak carries the Miselto is the park at nor
Castle, the seat of the family of Somers Cocks ; and_ 18

I believe one of very few instances of that te
wing on the Oak. J. B.—I notice in the Gardeners

1

|

Chronicle of Noy. 20 an answer to an inquiry on this
subject, in which it is stated that it may be made to

grow on anything except resinous trees. It is perhaps
inferring more than is absolutely stated to conclu

that the author of this answer meant that it does not
and will not grow on resinous trees, though 1 do not see
why it should be impossible to make it grow upon any
and every tree upon which it grows naturally, unless
experieuce has proved the contrary. That it does

rank loam and clay. My employer wishing to have

better Pears gave me permission to remove the whole

ission
or replant, but instead of that I have adopted the fol-
lowing first

cutting awayi the low:at branrt;_hes
from the growing trees sufficiently so as no to interfere
mplant&d ones for a year or two (upon the
half loaf is better than no bread). I
be dug midway between the tranks
18 inches deep on the
on that furthest

principle that a

then caused holes to
of the old trees 9 feet by 7 feet,
1, and 24 inches debp

side next Itheh:d “

from it; a lay :

thembotboml l: ing them moderately small mﬂ! a
that 1 rammed them down firmly with

hammer. After i
| er: I then mixed up in a tub with
a bricklayer’s rammer ; p -

oy lime, sand, and fine gravel, and
wmmr:l:’bleaqmbibymﬁdentm a hard
Along the front of the border a row
15 feet apart from centre to centre
the same depth as

wall and concreted in the same way. In

these I intend planting Pear trees to form pyramids, All
tmles I havE filled with pure turfy loaw of a some what
2., the top spit and shovellings from old

atare, viz.
;':3‘{1: land. I’shonld have stated that the mould

er of brickbats and stones over | gro

upon resinous trees naturally I have ascertained

personal observation. I have seen it upon the Silver
ir i . and also abundantly upon a
Rhone, which I could not dis-

P
Fir in the valley of the , Dt
J of the Eastern

tingnish from the Secotch. In a valle aste:
Pyrenees to the south of Pau, either of the Eaux
Chandes or the western valley above ; 185

I saw Miselto growing on Silver Fir in such abun-

dance as absolutely to smother and kill the natural
wth of the t?eg?—fmm 30 to 50 plants on a rle
tree ; and a forest of some extent was thus affected. In
1856 1 saw it m&bﬂlﬂﬁm but not so pro-
fusely on a true Pinus, 1 believe Pinus sylvestris, in the
Valais, in the neighbourhood of Tourtmwagne ; and in
this present mtnmn,.l%ﬂ,lﬂwlt g‘lﬁ'ﬂi _ @IFiHIEl
the valley of the Inn—between Sils and Im t, if I recol
lect the exact place rightly. In this case I believe it
was upon a true Pinus, allied to P. sylvestris, but having
previously seen it growing upon one of that highly
resinous section, I did not remark the fact as a novelty
with so much naecuracy 88 in 1856. At all events
Miselto grows naturally upon several species of the
| Pine tribe, and 1 see no reason why it should not grow




