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III. BOTANY AND ZOOLOGY.

1. British National Museums of Natural History~The separation of
the Natural History collections at the British Museum from the library
and antiquities, seems to be inevitable at no distant period.  An influen-
tisl memorial, addressed by leading naturalists to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, strongly recommends this separation to be effected at the
r‘_’f"* time; and it is thought that the recommendation will be adopted.
L® proposed to establish separate museums of zoology, botany, and
mineralogy, and éven to divide exch of these into & typical or popular,
u eeonomic, and a scientific department, the two former open always to
‘h_" public, the latter to men of seience. The zoological and perhaps the
Inineralogical collections it is proposed to concentrate in some part of

fon or the immediate vicinity, probably st Kensington Gore; the
botanical eollection would of course go to Kew, whers the national bo-
Jeniead P,E'W‘ifh.—-bmught to a high state of perfection under Sir Wm,
Hocler’s suparintendence—and o larre museum of economis botany,
tnost sucoessfully established by him, already exist, Thers is likewise an
exeellent horbarium, which was some years ago presented to the estab-
fidhment by Mr. Bentham. There also is the great herbarivm of Sir
Wen, Hooker, perhaps the largest in the world,—certainly far larger than
5 other ever formed in one i time, or by a private person, and the one
Which for tlie last twenty years has contributed more than any other to the
uencement of the science. For almost 20 years the Hookerian herbarium
;"—"’ﬂ more than the Royal Gardens—has made Kew the head

botany, vivalling the imperial establishment on the other side of the

vel, and more useful as well as more freely accessible to botanists from
Y Part of the world than the national herbaria at the British Museum.
48 1o acvessibility, indeed, no fault i to be found with the latters the
Buksian und otfiar herbaria of historical importance eould always be
osulted undep proper regulations. But it must be said that, with the
Eratest botanist of &3 age as their curator, these national collections fora
Suarter of 5 century hiave not contributed to the advancement of botany
1 any thing iike the extent which the Hookerian herbarium, and its de-
s, generous-spirited, and disinterested founder have done. How such
172 harbarinm ean huve been collected and maintained, in perfect
£ order, by a private individual of very moderate menns, it is not

| t0 conceive,” Certainly it js too large and too important for scienc
g:.g. 1% Temain in private hands, It must in any ease be ::ﬂrli{tuﬂd by the
lish Government ; when this and the Benthamian h aritm, with
e provision for their inerease,—supplemented by the Banksian and

i heeial eollections now at the Britigh museum (“w ich should be kept

h';""“"]“Wiii form an unrivalled scientific bofanical museum. A 0.

« On the Coiling of Tendrils ; by Trof, G“”"‘,&I much a8 twenty
i‘:‘ tiro, Moh] sugpested that the eoiling of tendrils 'r&'llll_ﬁd flml'ﬂ an
h&ﬂﬂ'&my excited by contact) In 1850 he remarked that this view has

1o partieular approval to boast of, yet that nothing better has been
Fet iy ity lace,  And in another Wt# of his .dmublerlltlh treat-
it B Vegatable Call (contributed to f's Cyclopmdia of Phys-
¥, he Lriefly says : *In my opinion, a dull irritability exists in the
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stems of twining plants and in tendrils’ In other words, he sggsis
that the phenomencn is of the same nature, and owns the sane cause
(whatever that may be) as the closing of the leaves of the Bensitive:

at the touch, and n variety of simlar movements observed in
The obieet of this note is to remark that the correctueis of this view may
be readily demonstrated.

For the tendrils in several common plants will coil up more ar less
promptly after being touched, or brought with a slight force inm}mﬂ
with a foreign ¥, and in sone plants the movement of v i
rapid enough to be directly seen by the eye; indeed, is
guicker than is needful for bein 'n'si{ . And, to complete the pass
as the leaves of the Sensitive-plent, and the like, after closing
tion, resume after a whils their ordinary expanded paosition, 5 | L
drils, in two species of the Cugurbifaces, or g?;umh family, a:pmmﬂ_'ﬂ
upon, afler calling in consequenc: of a touch, will uncoil nto a siright
position in the course of an hour; then they will eoil up at a seeond
touch, often more quickly than before; and this may be thret
or four times in the conrse of six or soven hours,

My vag; observations have been principally mads ugﬂn the Bor
Cucimber (Siryos angulatus). To ses the movement W ful e
and outstretched tendrils, which have not reached any support,
gelected, and & warm day ; T7° Fabr. is high enuugﬁh ’ X

A tendril which was straight, exeept a slight hook at the tips m'ﬁ
gently touched once or twice with a piece of wood on tha 1% i
coiled at the end into 23—3 turns within a minute and 4 half, A ;
tion began after an interval of several seconds, and fully half of t'hl“
ing was quick enough to be very distinetly seen. After & de;n'd
than an hour had elapsed, it was found to be stright o
taet was repeated, timing the result by the socond-hand of . wak a
coiling within four seconds, and made one circle and lq;':“
wbout four seconds. Tt had straightened again in an hour and U0 ey
utes (perhaps sooner, but it was then observed); and it Pty
time on being touched rather firmly, but not so guickly as befor, V& 24
turns in half a minwte. 1 bave indications of the sanfe mvenEy bt
the tendrils of the grape-vine; but a favorable day has nit Mﬁ‘
the experiment since my attention was accidentally directed t0 e
ject. I have reason to think that fhe movement is 3 A sl
tion of the cells on the eoricave #ide of the coil, but I have not

;?m‘ﬂi% for making & decisive experiment—JZzir. from 4
the Amiim Mﬁny of Arts and Sciences, vol. 1% Mﬁmjﬁ
8. An Husay on the Tupe Worna of Man, giving 3 full accotsh Loy
Kature, Organization, “apc embryonic development, the pltiiﬂf*"ﬂ‘ aln
toms they produce,and the remedies which have proved 895ey o
practics, by D. F. Wansrasp, Ph.D,—t0 which 16 8Cc
Appendix containing a ogue of all Egecina of Hﬂmﬂ‘h‘m Car
found in wan. 94 pp. 8vo, illustrated with original wood €0 g
bw 1858, Metealf d Co—Dr. Weinland is bigh 870 i
all subjects unnuhiwilhlntegﬁna]worma,sndmpémﬂlfﬂﬂ_ aluat
infest man, of which 32 are mow known. This pamphiet ® Tooy of
both pathologically and zoologically. Nothing in the whola P55

.
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