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3.— On the Origin nf Species, by means of Natural Selection ; or, The Preserva
tion of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. By Charles Darwin. M.A..
anthor of "Journal of Researches during H. M. S. Beagle's Voyage Round
the World." 12mo., pp. 424. New York : D. Appleton & Co.

The origin of species, the mutual affinities of organic beings, or their enbry-
ological relations, geological succession, and other such facts, has long been the

stndy of naturalists, the majority of whom, in showing how the innumerable

species inhabiting this globe have been modified, so as to acquire that perfection

of structure and adaptation to their own particular locality, attribute mainly
the external conditions, such as food, climate, &c., as the canse of the great di

versity. Mr. Darwin admits this only in a limited sense, and endeavors to prove
agencies far more potent than these in the co-adaptation of organic beings to

each other, and to their physical conditions of life. Some of these chapters are

exceedingly interesting, and, we should say, of the highest importance to all—

as determining the present welfare, and future success and modification of the
many animals around us, and showing how a simple being can be changed and

perfected into a highly developed being. It is to the increased attention to the
character of the offspring of our domestic animals, that so much has been ac

complished in the way of improvement, and that we have become witnesses to

the fact, that our own race horses now surpass in fleetness and size the parent

Arab stock ; also that our cattle have much increased in weight and early ma

turity, compared with the stock formerly kept in this country. Mr Darwin
does not jump at conclusions ; on the contrary, his theories evince careful stndy

and research.

4.— Poems. By the anthor of "A Life for a Life," " John Halifax, Gentle
man," etc., etc. 12mo., pp. 273. Boston : Ticknor & Fields.

The most of these poems, the anthor tells us, originally appeared in Cham
bers' Journal, and elsewhere, anonymously. By this time the public ought to
be well prepared to appreciate the claim of Miss Muloch to poetic merit, as

many of her pieces have had a wide circulation as they appeared— some of them

having induced many inquiries as to the anthorship, as those who have admired
" Phillip my King," the first piece in the volume, will well remember. The vol
ume is inclnded in the edition of blue and gold being published by Messrs. Tick
nor & Fields, which has been received with so much favor by the public.

5.— Poems. By Sydney Dorell. 18mo., pp. 544. Boston : Ticknor & Fields.

This Syduey Dobel! is the young poet who some time back had the distinc
tion of being the object of attack and criticism of nearly every magazine and

newspaper in England, but nevertheless, as always happens, he has outlived the
storm, until at last he has become recognized by the higher class of jndges as an

apt aspirant for even the honors of an antocrat of poesy. This volume, in addi
tion to " Balder," and " The Roman," two dramatic poems, contains " Lyrics,"
numbering over forty pieces, comprising sonnets of the war, and other poems,

reflecting the times in which they were written. Many of these pieces we con
sider fine specimens of their class, such as " The Mother's Lesson ," " Tommy's
Dead," etc.


