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Farmers are generally aware that the earth-worm luxuriates in rich soil, but they are not
disposed to give him any credit for contributing to its fertility.
[…]
The ground is almost alive with the common earth-worm. Wherever mold is turned up,
there these sappers and miners are turned up with it. They are indeed, nature’s plowmen.
They bore the stubborn soil in every direction, and render it pervious to air, rain, and the
fibers of plants. Without these auxiliaries, “the farmer,” says Gilbert White, “would find
that his land would become cold, hard-bound and sterile.” The green mantle of vegetation
which covers the earth is dependent upon the worms which burrow in the bowels of it.
What conveys a more definite idea of the magnitude of their operations, they are perpetually
replenishing the upper soil, and covering, with soft and fine material, a crust which before
was close and ungenial. They swallow a quantity of earth with their food, and having
extracted the nutriment, they eject the remainder at the outlet of their holes. This refuse
forms the worm-casts, which are the annoyance of the gardener, who might be reconciled
to them if he was aware that the depositors save him a hundred times more labor than they
cause.
Mr. Darwin has shown that in thirteen years, a field of pasture was covered to a depth of
three inches and a half, with the mold discharged from their intestines, and in another
case, the layer that they had accumulated in eighty years, was from twelve to fourteen
inches thick. They therefore play a most important part in the economy of vegetation, and
we see why they teem throughout the surface of the globe.

