The Origin of Species.

Of late years men of science and oth-
ers have wrangied much over Mr. Dar-
win's work on ““The Origin of Species.”
In most of the English and Ameciican
reviews hig treatise has been severely
criticised, as having an infidel tendeney;
not on account of the facts thercin giv-
en, but the conclusion of ihe anthor.—
He appears 1o have been very gencrally
misunderstood, judging from 2 most in-
teresting little work just iesued by D.
Appleton & Co., this city, being the
pubiiction of six lectures delivered to
workingmen, by Thomas H. Huxley, ¥.
R. 8., Protessor of Natural History in
the School of Mines, London. Broadly
stated, the subject of these lectures|
cousisis of an inquiry inio the orivin o!
species and a diseussion on (ke causes
of the phenomona in organic nature, |
The mesning of organic vatace is|
something that grows, has lite and re- |
produciive powers. It is exemplified
in tha seed of a plani in contradistine- |
tion to a grain of sand. Organic nature
embraces the vegetable and animal
kingdom, as entirely distinet in tune-
tions from rocks, flmids, and what chem-
ists call “elemeniary matter.”  Am-
mals and plants are divided by vatural-
ists into groups,and these into kingdoms,
sub-kingdoms,provinees, classes, orders,
families, genera and species. It was
onee very ganerally believed (and many
persons enteriain such views still) that
there was such a thing us spontaneous
generation—inat 1s, mere elementary
matter, such as pure water or mineral
dust exposed in favorable positions, to
light and heat, would bring torth vege-
tation and animalculs spoutaneously.
Heuce it has been asserted that, if there
is such phueomena as the sponiancous
generation of lite, according (o the **de-
velopment theory”” of ome natuialisis
and the views of Mr. Darwin on e
origin of species, man may bave been
developed from the lowest forms of
spontaneous generation.  If such views
were founded on facts in oa ural history,
pantlieism, viz: that “God s nature
and nature is God,"” would be suppor:-
ed upon a very firm foundation.




| ted question thus mppears now 0 bel

Mr. Darwin doss not discuss thel
question of sponianeous generati n at|
all, and science completely silenecs ;
pantheism. Every orgamsm commern-1,
ces existence in au egg-cell or seed, and i
each seed 15 believed o hrve beee)
specially crented, with special fanctions |
and powers of reprodaction, as stated |

|in the Scripures. Al Pasteur, a dii-i |

tinguished Freach chemists, has lately |
made a great samber of earefully con- |
ducied experimenis (o test the theory
of sponianeous generation. The result
of his labors scem to be conclusive .
against the theory; no such propert; ash

spontaneous creation belongs 10 ele-]

mentary matter acted upon by the forees |’
of nature. Au old and biueriy dispu- i'

seutled scientitically. |
Another guestion of much dispute |
seems 10 be settled by Mr. Darwin; u:unt |

| the Caucasian, the Malay, and the Ne-

gro, secording o his fucts, nre varietics | ‘

1ol species and may all bave descended |

from a single pnir, as sei fort bin 'I:el
Scripiures.  On the other hand, Prof,
Agassiz® and othiers believe that they |
have descended from differcnt original|
puirs, and thus they would really be)

diffierent orders. aii 1793, new vorie-
ty of sheep wne produced by Sr!h’

| cidental buck lamb, which had very

| ful breeding he at last sibtained an en-

! this single buck, whieh could no* Jamp

| ent frem others of the same gonus, but

Wright of Massschusetts. He bad a|

./ flock, the members of which were spe-|

cially gifted with the power of jumping|
feuces, And thus tormenting the pro-|
prietor a his neighbors. In one ac-|

short bowed 1°¢s. the acute mind of
Seth Wright saw a remedy for his
troublesome fence-jus persand by care-

ire flock of long bodicd Shor L:!eggmi
sheep, ealled the “otter brecd,” trom

a foot-rail. Variows species of 1S
dogs and pigeons bave been in the saut¢
manner. In siructure they are differ-

psycologically they ave identical. There
is @ well defived Timit (0 organie varie:
lics in apimals.  Two enirely different
races may mix; but their progeny, 48 in
the case of mules, become sterile.  Pro-
fessor Huxley states ligt there is no
reliable exception to this law, :
The rapid powers of production in
plants from = ah;fle specimen, is et
forth by Prof. Huxley as follows : —
'Suppose the habitable part of ihe globe
to be 51,000,000 squure miles, and the
climnte and soil equal over that space,
it may be entirely covered in nine years
from Lhe product of a single plant bear-
ing fifry seeds, each plant requiring one
foot of soil for support.” Itis hardly
conceivable that the whole stated wvail-
wble surface of the earth could be stock-
ed in about nine year< [roma single
plant, {el the ﬁuu*uﬂdumurslrmu such

a possibility.—- Scientific American.




