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" Separation of a colony. If we separate,

for ever ; and instead of having one
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R iy copabl
: gt havo £ petty states whose mutua
e od jealonsy will probably seriously eripple

o of cxpanding into a great mation,
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’ c;Pansi\'e power of both. Let us keep this
B efore us—that we are legislating not only
»  ihe present, but for the future.

o o grent esample which it is urged we should
L is that afforded by the colonies of Australia.
. s endenvor to draw a correct parallel between
. e indl theirs,

: Ihgjuﬁsdicﬁon of New South Wales may be
B.iiio have originally extended over the whole
B et of New Holland ; afleast there were no
. bounds or limits to the colony. Western
i and South Australin were founded on

v émion;a of that territory in which no occupation

l: ylos yet taken place, and the foundation of the
2 iter wos defined by geographical boundaries by

Bt of Parliament.  Port Philip was colonized by
3

8 ilers from New South Wales and Tasmania, and
B poverned from Sydney until i had actually
eome 0 soparate colony. By becoming a separate
au!ox;y, we menn, that the Custom Ilouse, Post
oo, Supreme Court, &e. were all local; that 1t had
vdireet communieation and trade with England,
it in fact, ol the business of the place and all
7 t political interest of the place had really con-
&nfmtcxl in the local capital, Melbourne, instead
i tho distant and nominal eapital at Sydney.  The
grat fact to be borne in mind is that the Separa-
ton in the Government simply followed a Separa-
im which lud taken place in fact long before.
3l Victoria became n separate eolony from New Seuth
'v W&]CE,' not by the act which scparated the
8 Grvernments of the two communities, but by tho
ferious history and existing condition of the
stiement, which the politicnl necessities of
B lovernment simply followed or snccambed to.
Pl’?cisply the same may be said of Moreton {Bay.
Broon es there was . commercial and political
h'depeudcnce of the community, and the union
B8 vith New South Wales had become one of which
tothing but the name “and legal ties remained,
g ten Moreton Bay clamoured for and obtained a
kpirate Government.

In Both these cases ome of the distinctive
fatures was, (hat it was the subordinate com-
¥ wnity which demanded Separation, because it
gt that its interests wore being sacrificed to the
dder settlement. The spirit which led to the
limemberment- of New South Wales was the
e gpirit ag that which drove Hawke’s Bay to
| §¢t free from Wellington, and Marlborough from
Nelson, an Southland, from Otago. It was the
% port which felt its interests sacrifieed to thosc
of the metropolis,

Aguin, we must remember in these cases there
¥ no pessibility or even supposed possibility of
thanging the seat of Government. No one
fincied thyt any alteration of the seat of Govern-
Reat from the shores of Port Jackson would
iy the wants of Melbourne and Geelong.

T i i
tame may be suid of Brisbane in Moreton
Bay. Tt s g case of &

cparation or no Separa-

tion ; there was no rival scheme of any kind
possible or suggested.

Now s there any kind of analogy between that
state of things and the present condition of New
Zealimd?  New Zealand never has had one me-
tropolis which stood to lier in the position in
which Syduey stands to New South Wales, The
five settlements of New Zealand were in reality
Mr. distinct

colonies.

what them—fire

Fox cnlled
They had each its own enpital, own
direet communication with England, its own
central Post Olfice, owning no allegiance to my
head central office; its own Courts of Law; its
own Custom ITouse, and so on.  Not the slightest
claim of any kind can be urged by any one town
more than another to be the seat of Government
of the whole. The Auckland people chim the
seat of Government simply ns o matter of trade.
Tt is n good specudation for them. They have
never ventured to urge any claiim on politieal
grounds. In fact, the placing the scat of Governe
ment ab Auckland at all was always thought a
gross injustice to Wellington ; and as to the
Middle Tsland, it had no existence as a colony af
the time.

A state of things is here disclosed for which
there is no analogy in other colonies. The nearest
approach to a similar state of circumstances is in
the colony of the Windward Islands, where tht
unity of the colony may be said to be mercly
nominal, and to be represented by s Governor-in-
Chief, with an almost nominal jurisdiction, tho
several islands being each under its own separate
Government.

The proposal to separate from the Northern
Island, then, involves two things: it involves not
only the separation of one part of the colony
from the other, but the amalgamation of the part
that remains into one, and the amalgamation of
the part separaling into one. When Victoria
separated from Sydney, it was a homogencous
mass which flew off'; hiere tlie mass is anything
but homogeneous : and it was a homogencous
mass which remained ; but here a part left is still

more disunited thon that which leaves it.

The problem then presents new features not
precisely unalogous to any which has preceded it,
and receiving little light from former examples.

That the character of the populations.in the two
parts of the colony are different; that different
laws prevail ; that different langnages are spoken,
sre no conclusive arguments for Separation.
Were it so, there could be no unity in the Govern-
ment which presides over Ireland, Scotland, and
England; or in that whick rules the English and
French population of Canada; or in that which
governs the Caffre, Hottentot, Dutch, and English
population of the Cape: or in that which com-
bines the Negro amd Huropean clements in the
West Indies.

The geographical features are no obstacle ; for
there is moro communication between Nelson and
Wellington than between Nelson and Canterbury,
and twice the intercourse between Nelson and
Auckland that there is between Southlind and
Nelson.

There is but one conceivable permanent obstacle
to a union between the various parts of the colony,
vnd that is—permanent hostility of interests, re-
quiring a permanent difference of political action.

But uo such hostility of interests has ever existed.

All the provinces have the same career, the sume
tusk—to colonise these Tslands as speedily as pos-
sible, under much the same civeumstances.  There
are no greater differences of circumstances in New
Zealand than those between the agricultural and
mining and manufactaring populations at home.
Such differences of oecupations and interests
tend ratlier to produce n closer and more com-
prehensive unity in a people, by enlarging the field
of its sympathivs and its expericence, and teaching
Liow not an identity of interests, but a mutual
reliance of different interests one on another,is the
bond which cements communities into & united

nation:

THE WIST COAST.

The following letter from Mr. Ilnast to his
Honor the Superintendent contains full details of
his lato expedition to the West Coast i—

Makarora Bush, March 3, 1863,

Sir—T have the honor to communicate to you
that T returned last night safely with my wholo
party, from my expedition to the West Coust to
this our starting point, having reached the sen on
the 20th Febroary, As without doubt it will in-
terest you to bevome scquainted as soon as pos-
sible with the natuml features of the conntry
traversed by me, till at present entircly unknown,
T beg to offer you the following preliminary re-
port, hefore continuing my researches in another
direction. .

From Messrs, Wilkin and Thompson's station
on the Molyneux, I travelled along the shore of
Lake Waonaka, as far as the station of Messrs,
Stuart, Kinross and Co. Here Mr. W. Young,
Assistant Surveyor, joined me as topographical
assistant, who, at my request, had been attached
to me for this expedition by the Chicf Surveyor.
Huving ascertained that it would be impossible to
continue my journey overland to the head of the
Loke with my horses, T availed myself of the
kindness of Mr. 1. 8. Thomson, partner of the
snid firm, who pluced o bost at my disposal
during my stay in this part of the country.

In order better to wnderstand what I have to
sy in the sequel, it will be necessary to give a
general outline of the fentures of Lake Wannka
and of the river by which it is formed. This
beautiful lake, about 27 miles long, and on the
avernge 2% miles brond, much indented, and of
which the upper portion for a distance of 2} miles
lies in our province, is formed bya fine river, to
which the Maori'nume of Makarorn has been
preserved, This fine lake, quite ditferont by its
low position and other features from our other
Alpine lakes, hus also the peculinrity that the
river at its entrance, unlike our other lakes, has
not formed any extensive swamps, well grassed
Innd reaching to the very margin of the water,
which, had we no other proof, would be alone
evidence of its great aepth, There is no doubt
that it lies equally in the rewarkable rent or
fisswre in which, in the Provineo of Otugo, tho
Molynenx flows, being in fact its continuation to
the north.

The Makarorn, which during its whole course
runs 8.8, W.* i3 joined three miles above its en-
trance into the Laoke by another main branch,
which I called the Wilkin, containing about an
equal amount of water as the former river above
its junction. The valley of the Wilkin, coming
from the central chain, for several miles runs
nearly in o W. and E. direction ; it then divides
in several vulleys, of wlich the most southerly
seems to come from the northem continuation of
Mount Aspiring or its neighborhood, and the most
northetly to keep & 8.K. by 8. direction.

Having ascertained in former years from the
West. Coast Mnorics that n pass exists at the head
of Lake Wanaka, by which former generations had
travelled ncross the island, but not being able to
gather anything positive about this road from
them, T went on my journoy up to the Waitemate
bush to consult an old Mnori on the subject,
with which I was informed he was well ncquainted.
From him I heard that the frack lay by this latter
branch of the Wilkin, and that it would bring me
in two days to the mouth of the Awarun River
on the West Coast ; but when on tho spot, and
examining the physical festures of the country,
I was led to the conclusion that there was some
error in his description. Obscrving at the same
time that the main chain at the head of the Maka.
rore wna singularly broken, I thought that tho
remarkable rent, in which also the Makarora was
flowing, might possibly continue through tie
central chain, I determined therefore to eross the
Alps at the Mukarora, and the result has shown
that my anticipations have been verified.

Wo tracked our boat to the Makarora bush, s
distance of seven miles from the Lake, and started
from there carrying with us four weeks provisions
on our backs.

* All the courses of rivers, &c., are calculated
from the true North, if not stated otherwise.

The valley of the Mukarora for about 12 miles
is 1} miles broad on the nverage; to the foot of
the mountains the vegetation consists of grass and
serub, whilst the mygged mountaing on both sides
ure clothed with forest from  their base to an alti-
tude of 4500 feet, above which the rocky pinnacles
rise abruptly. On ascending the river further,
the deltas of two opposite tributaries meet, covered
with forest, and throngh which the river pursues
its winding course.  For two miles this vogotation
prevails, at which distance another impovtant
strenm joins the main river from the enst; the
valley opens again, and n flat of about four miles
long oveurs, covered with grass, which offered us
good travelling ground,  Above the termination
of this open spot the hase of the mountaing on
both sides approach nearer and nearer, till at g
distance of 14 miles they form a gorge, the river
rushing between immense blocks of vocks, which
lie senttered in its chanuel, and on tho wonntain
sides.  Twenty miles*ahove the mouth of the
Mukarora it enters the fisswee coming from tho
east in a deep chasm of vertienl olifts from the
central chain, showing by its semi-oprque bluish
colour its glneial origin, but the rent still continues
in the same direction, a tributary which I havo
called the Fish Stream fowing through it, joining
the Makarora on the cntrance of the latfer.
After half o mile travelling, wo found it im-
possible to proceed up the bed of this strenm,
vertieal eliffs rising abraptly from the edge of the
water, which fulls down over immense rocks, We
were thereforo obliged to ascend to n considerablo
altitude on its eastern bank, and to continue our
Jjourney through dense bush along the steep sides
of tho mountains. After travelling for threo
miles, partly over very rugged ground, we again
met the Fish Streum coming from the west, and
still flowing in n deep and rocky channel; but
observing still the opening before us, we again
went forward in tho samo divection, and arvived
in nnother mile on the bank of a very small water-
course, which we followed for about a mile.
Observing that its banks consisted of debris, about
15 feet high, sloping as it scemed to me to the
north, I ascended, und found to my great satis-
faction that the. level of tho swumpy forest had
veally o slight fall in that direction.  Soon the
small water holes botween the sphagnum (swam
moss) increased, a small watorcourse was formed,
which ran in a northerly direction, and thus o
most remarkable pass was found, which in a chain
of such magnitudo ns'the Southorn Alps of New
Zealand, and where no break or even available
saddle occurs during their cowrso north of this
point in our vrovince, is probably withont parllel
m the known world.  After three observations on

this pass, ealeulnting the uvernge stand of
the barometer at the sea level, and the .
altitude  of Lako Wamaka (974 feet) as

given by McKerrow of Otago, with which my
own observations closoly correspond, tho altitude
of the pass is 1612 feet nbove the lovel of tho sea,
or 638 feet above Lake Wanaka, - Asbefore stated
there is properly speaking no saddlo over which o
traveller Lins to go, being only obliged to cross from
ono watorcourse to another, nsconding a bank of
about 15 fect of loose shingle thrown ncross the
rent, ond arviving on a flat” of very small slope,
covered with open forest, which in half-a.-mile
brings him to another small watercourse flowing
north. I mny hero add that at this point the
mountnins on both sides reach their highest
clovation, being covered with porpetual snow and
glaciers of large extent. This singular break in
the central chain sceounts in o great measure for
tho low position of Lake Wanaka, and its fine and
peculiar climate, notwithstanding there is ovidence
that in the glacial period glaciers extended also to
this lake, ns shewn by the high sloping terraces
in the Makarorn, cut n the mountain sides to an
altitude of at least 5000 feet, besides many other
indications. On the evening of January 24th, we
reached o larger stream, which I ‘vumed the
* Leading Stream,” coming from the W., bein
soon joined by several tributaries from the ]Eg
For three miles we followed this stream, flowing
ina N.N.I. direction through a eomparatively
open valley, with oceasional sall patches of grass
on its sides, and arrived ot its junction with n
larger stream of glacinl origin of the size of the
Makarors which came from the eastorn central
chain, and to_which, after your direction, I gave
my name.  Next day, accompanied by Mr. Young,
I nscended the mountain, which I named Mount
Browster, as o topographical station' and - for
geological examination, the glaciers of which give
riso to the ‘ Hnast! Makavos, aud Hunter, tha
lntter forming the head wators of Loke Hawes,
T may here stato thet all glaciers, ss far as 1 have
observed them, on the westorn side of the Alpg
belong to the second order, the mountain sim
heing very abrupt, gnd the vcileys short and stesp.
On the :ivpee of Mount Brewstor, from an alti-
tude of about 6000 feet, we had a most magnifl-
cont and extensive view over the Alps, from Loke
Wanska in the south, to the Moorhouse range in
the north-oast, as far as the coast ranges, and it
was with no little pleasure that I recognised many
pesks in the central chains, which I had observed
near the sources of the rivers forming Lakes Qhou,
snd Pukski, being: thus enabled to connect last
year's survey with the present. It became ovident
to me, looking over the largo extent of country
drained, that the river before it reaches the eas
coast must bo very considerablo; and another

-
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peculiar featurs concerning the Alps was revealed,
10 which I shall devote a few words. From the
sources of the Raknia to the southern termination
of the Moorhouse range, the Alps consist of one
main chain, sending off divergent chains which
become gradunlly lower; but here a change oc-
curs; at the southern end of the Moorhouse
range, the Alps divide into two almost eiual
chains, of which the castern one extends along the
western bank of the Hopkins to Mount Ward,
from whence it turns ina S.W. by W. dircction
towards Mount Brewster.  On the western side of
the fissure, the continuation of Mount Brewster
is to be found in Mount Stuart on the wesicrn
sido of the Makarora. ‘Lhe western chain of the
Alps commnence also at the end of the 3Moorhouse
rauge, which latter, near the sources of the Hop-
kins, loses considerable in sltitude, but afterwards
rises aguin to a great height, being formed by a
magnificent range which I ealled the Gray Range.
It runs in n S.W. divection, till it is broken
through by the wain river after the junction of
the Clark, the broad valley of the latter occupying
the space or bason between these two Alpine
chains,  After this second break on the Ieft side
of the river, the Alps ngain rise to a considerable
altitude, covered with perpetunl snow, and which
as it seemed united aguin’ nt Mount Stunrt, run-
ning down in one longitudival chain towards
Mount Aspiring, the southern point of our bound-
ary, but it is notwithstanding teue that the Alps,
south of the Moorhous: range, begin to lose their
continuity, being broken m sharp pyramidieal
peaks, seldom attuining an altitudo of 10,000 feet,
with desp but generally inaccessible saddles
between them.

When retuming on the evening of the 26th
Januory. from our mountain nscent, heavy rain sct
in, which continued nlino:t without infermission
till February 13th, and during which time, under
many difficultios, we were able to advance only
11 miles down the river, watching & fuvourable
-opporfunity when tho river fell to cross from one
eide to the otuer, when necessary. 'This part of
our journcy occurred nnfortunately at the same
Jtime when wo erossed the most inaccessible part

.of our route, being in fact the most rugged pieco
.of Now Zealand ground over which, during my
long wanderiugs, 1 ever passed before.

- From the junctivn of the lending stream with
.tho Huast, the valley of the ltter is still so broad
and the fall of the water comparatively slight,
thet rupids nre formed, nllowing us to foﬁow the
tiverbeds, erossing and recrossing from side to side;

- but then it secizs as if the viver had cut across the
range, both mountain sides presenting exceedingly
steep slopes, whilst the river at the samo time con-

. tinwes to flow in a suceession of fu 1s nnd cataracts,

. Which contiuue for about 6 miles. On bhoth sides
of the river tho rocks riso perpendicular, and the

_#mall channel through which the water finds its

| Wway is still encumbered by enormous rocks, often
sovoral tous in weight, nmongst and over which
the river fulls ronring and fouming. At the same
time the mountain sides, which we were contin-
ually obliged o ascend and deseend, for many
Jumdred feet, were partly covered with blocks of
rock of oqual magnitude, the largo fissures between
them often overgrown with moss and roots, the
ltter sometinies rotten, eo that o lasty step
threw the heedless between the fissures, giving Lim
great trouble to extricaio himslf, No level placo
of sufficient size to pitehour tent was licre to bo
found, cithér on the hill side or in the river bed,
exoept in places linble to be flooded, ns, to our
discomfiture, wo found out on this occasion during
the night. Amongst other curious places we were
camped for eight days under au enormous over-
hanging  reck, with a verlical precipice of 150 feet

-niear us, and the thundering und deafening roar of
the swollen main river, forming here o large fall

-a8 its companion.

Thegeneral direction of the river afterits entrance

.into the fissure is for 5 wmiles N.N.W., after which
it is joined by aunother river of considernble size,
which I huve numed the “ Wills, coming with
4 WS W. courso from Mount Ward. As it was
impossible t2 cross this river, evenin fine weather,
being very deep, we had to wateh an opportunity
to cross to the Heft- bunk of the main river, above
the juuction of the Wills, From this point we
travelled for 6§ miles in o N.W. dircetion, steep
mountzin sides, , vertieal ¢liffs, waterfalls and
cataracts, enlarged by the heavy fresh, being still

_the usual featwres of the country.  But we conld
already observo that wo camo to lower regions,
totara, vimu, matai (black pine), often of fing size,
hecamo mixed with the fagus (black bireh) forest,
which hitherto, without intermission, clothed the
monntain sides, Fern trees scon made their ap-
poarance, forming small groves in the deep moist
valleys, and which, considering we were etill in
the heart of tho Alps, gave a st range aspeet to the
scenery around us.

At last wo left this region of rocks, precipices,
and cosondes behind s, and » fine river entered
from the W.8.W., which I called the “Burke.”
Wo renchied the conftuence of it on the evening of
FYobruary 12; fine weather sot in at last, and the
barometer showed me thet we were only 250 or
300 foet ubove the ses level. The Itiver Burke is
broad and decp, and das o slow course at its
Junction, the main river, the full of which is more
rapid, hoving as at the Wills thrown i bar neross
its entrance, by which the level of these tributaries
hns been raised.  From this Spot o most mngmi-
ficent view over the southern termination of the
distant Moorhouse and Gray ranges was obinined,
"the more heautiful, as the janges on both sides of

-the valley wero covcraiiusfwmtoforc toan altitude
of 4500 fect with forest, and the forearound con-
sisted of fine pino trees, which lower down the
valley grow on the bank of tho main river.

Xt was only on the worning of February 14th
that we were able to continus our jowrny's the
Burke, although little flaoded, we found o be fi-

~ passable, and tho main river ghove its juucl‘io;x,
after several trials, wo also found still too high to

mss?ld; d tre ing u ¢

Jnaran of dead trecs to cross the N

sticks be":ﬁ obtainable to make g u]foll)\l;hf’ ‘1\{;)1:“ at

Jaat the falling of the main river allowed wsto cross
. eafely,  After the junction of the Burke t'e cona.

changes again, the river rumning for 7 miles iy o

N.E.direction ; the valley opens more, and the fall
of the water is much less, oftering good fords, so
a8 to allow us to use the shingle banks to travel
on. Now and then small grass patelies of n fow
acres in extentuppear. It was towards the middle
of the day when we observed that the river before
its junction with another large river, namely, the
Clnrke, set ugainst its left bank, Leeping close
under vertical ¢liffs to this junction, aml that after-
wurds the united waters continued to flow in the
same wny, I determined therefore to cross this
important river above the junetion, but when we
came to its shingle bed, which is here about n mile
and a llf broad, we found the water of the first
branch ruch discolowred,  The day being hot
and the sky cloudless, I mistook this occurrence
for the usual discolouring of n glucial stream near
its source, from the effects of n hot day ; we there-
fore proceeded, and afier come difficulty found a
ford over this first branch, but branch affer branch
succeeded, each one larger than the former, and it
was near evening when we were trying to cross the
last branch which proved to be the largest;
several times we failed, but at last succeeded.
Although we crossed in the Maori fushion, with a
long pole between us, two of miy parly were
washed away when newr the opposite bank, and
had to swim to shore with their loads on {heir
backs. Huad I not taken the precaution to have
none but experienced swimmers in my party, a
sad aecident might liere have happened.  As I
afterwards discovered, the river at our first
crossing haud been still in a state of fresh, and
although on returning from the West Const we
found the water low and elear, the river, according
to marks eet, having fallen considerably, we had
still to cross it in five branches, some of them very
deep, broad, and swift. Tho size of this im-
portant river, which drains the Southern Alps,
from opposite {he' Muller glicier to the NV,
slopes of Mount Ward, is at least equal to
that of the Rokaia in the plains. Tts valley is
about two miles broad, which, six miles abovo the
Junetion, is divided into two main branches; on
its western bank a flne grass flat oceurs, about
1000 acres in extent, where we camped, and
which is a renl onsis in this constant wilderness of
forest. This is without doubt the open grass
country of which some old Muori spoke to mo as
existing in the interior, judging ite value not by
its extent, but by the great number of wekas
(wood-liens) and kakepos (ground parrots), which
up to the time of our arrival had here enjoyed an
undisturbed cxistence, and which constitutes this
spof. & true Maori Zilysium.

After travelling two miles over this open grass
flat, we again arrived on the bank of the river,
below the junction, being here divided into two
branches. ~Although the mountains on both sides
continued to be very high and covered with suow,
from whioh numerous waterfalls descend, the river
has now a much slower course, being, when
flowing in one stream, 300 to 400 fect broad, and

To Le continned.

IMPORTANT FROM TARANAKI.
By the Storm Bird which arrived in Lyttelton
about 3 o'clock this morning, we have reeeived
Wellington papers to the 28th inst., containing
the following important news from Taranaki :—
MILITARY MOVEMENTS,

Some excitement prevailed in town on Wednes-
Inst, when it tranepired that a foree of military
were under orders for Waircka, On that day
bullocks and carts were pressed for immediate
service, and other signs given which meant that
& movement to some part of the Province was
intended. On Thursday morning ot 8.30 o’clock,
800 of the 57th Regt., under Colonel Waurre, C.B.,
together with Lieut, Ferguson and n detachment
of the Royal Engincers, marched. off by the Grent
South Road towards Omata. His Excellency
Sir Georgo Grey, General Cameron, and  suite,
followed, The troops reached Waireka at 10
o’clock, and encamped on Wilkinson’s farm, near
the Southern boundary of the Owmuata block, where
o stockade is to be erected. A number of the
Taranaki tribe havo heen for several days at
Waiiny, a native settlement between Omata and
Tataraimuks, who no doubt were surprised by the
sudden occupntion of tho territory said by them
to be theirs by conguest in 1860-61, and it has
given rise to considerable conjecture as to their in-
tentions.  The smoke of large fires, supposed
to be signal fires, wos seen at Totaraimake and
bevond it nfter the arvival of the troops. It was
bringing back old times when the well-remembered
picket bugle eall of the Volunteers was sounded
on Thursday evening, and 120 men were told off
for inlying picket and blockhouse duty, and were
marciied off to their respective posts, The regu-
lation eystem of guards and pickets has been re-
established, the Volunteers alone having as yet
been called upon, but as some of the blockhouses
are now garrisoned by them, o portion of the
Militia, we presume, will have to take a shure of
the duty.  The detachment of the 65th, under
Captain Gresson, came in from the rifle practice
ground at Waiwakaiho on Thursday, and is
stationed in the Marsland Hill Burracks nnd
Mount Lliot. Six of the Voluzteers, under
Sergeant F. Mace, have been appointed mounted
orderlics to nttend upon the Governor and Genernl
Cameron.  We understand that the road will bo
at ance made by the military between the Putoko
pa and the Omata stockade. It is quite impos-
sible to say what will be the issuc of His Excel-
lency’s movements at Omata, or whether the
natives will interfere with Lim, but it is not pro-

bable that they will.

Sir Gieorge Grey, General Cameron, and staff,
together with the Colonial Sccretary and the
Native Minister, have duily visited the camp and
the Putoko. It is said that on Thursday two
delegates from the Taranakis met the Governor at
the Putoko, We have not been made acquainted
with tlie object nor of the result of their mission,
but hear that they told 1lis Excelleney that they
claimed all the European land around the town,
when Sir George replied that they had better also
claim the sun moon and stars.  We¢ hear alo
that they informed His Excellency that they
should be willing to give up Tataraimaka if all the
runangas north and south wished it, and if he
gave Wuitara to them.

LATEST FROM THE CAMP.

The military lave commenced a redoubt on
Wilkinson's farm, on a hill overlooking the Putoko,
aud surrounding country, which they are rupidly
constructing.  Natives are to be scen on one of
the spurs of the ranges~—Zaranaki Heiald,
Murch 14.

The ¢ Taranaki News' of the 19th coutaius the
following :—*The Harrier arrived this morning,
Jjust before our hour of publication, bringing 200
of the 70th Regt. 'We have been favored with 2
sight of the *New Zealinder’ of yesterday’s
date, which states that 100 men of the Artillery
ure also destined for Taranaki to serve ns a
mounted force. They, however, have not arrived
by the Harrier, and there is a report that the
Airedale has been taken up for an intermediate trip
which may have relation to bringing them.”  The
*Wanganui Chronicle” says that several armed
partics of Waitotaras and Ngatiruanuis have gone
north to the scene of aetion,

LYITELTON.

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE'S COURT,
March 31, 1863.
[Before W. Doxirp, Esg., R.M.]

Gosnell v. Murphy.—This was an actiom to
recover the sum of £15 15s from the defendant
for board and lodging. Mr. 'Oyley, who up-
peared for the plaintiff, siated that the amount
was a balanee of account for board and lodging at
the Victoria Hotel from the 27th July to 13th
September, 1862, and from 13th to 27th J unuary,
1863. Defendant had said that he should receive
money from Mr. Gee, and would pay the plaintiff
ag soon as he did so, but afterwards broke lis
promise. Defendant said e considered it to be
an overcharge, and denied having boarded in the
hotel, e uéknowlcdged having had about ten
cups of tea, and oceasionally a kind of wmeal, but
certainly not one for which le could be expected
to pay 35s. per week.  From plaintifl”s statement
it appeared that if defendant did not eat heartily
he took it out in other refreshments, J udgment
for plaintiff for £12 12s. and costs.

‘Ward and Reeves v. Ricl,—to recover the sum
of £17 1s. 9d. for printing and advertising.—
Scttled out of court.

Slinger v. Thomson—to recover the sum of
£1 6s, bulance of renton cottage in London-strect.
No appearance.

Lyon v. Hervine—This case was adjourncd
from last week. The parties not appearing,
Plaintiff was nonsuited with costs.—{By telegruph
we learn that this case was settled by arbitration
in favor of defendant.}

Trave Weport,
* Press’ Oflice, Tuesdny night,
March 31, 1863.

We mentioned a dny or two ago that maize had
made its appearance in the warket, and that more
was likely to make its appearance. We thiuk it
right to mention that one parcel of excecdingly
fine looking maize hns turned out to be full of
weevils, and there is cause to fear that the whole
of the importations from Sydney will be more or
less affected by this curse to the miller. At all
events it may not be undesivable to cantion pur-
chasers, in order if possible to prevent the per-
wancut establistonent in this colony of an iusect
which has been found to inflict such licavy loss
to the millers and storers of guain in Australin.

The corn trade still continues dull, but without
alteration in price.  There is at present a dispo-
sition to purchuse wheat for the Wellington
market on account of so many vessels leaving the
Heatheote for Wellington in  ballust, to return
with timber ; but present prices will not pay half
afreight, consequently nothing has been done.

Cattle nre still changing hands at former rates.
We hear one lot of 110 Lead of fair mixed fat
and store eaitle delivered on the north bank of
the Rakuia fetched £9 10s per head.  Also, a lot
of inferior store cattle delivered on the north
bank of the Rakaia fetched £7 3s per head.  Two
large mobs of good fat and store bullocks are
reported as on their way from Nelsen to the
South, but it is questionable if 2 large portion of
the beef will pass us without finding customers at
good prices.

Mr. H. E. Alport cffected a sale this day of the

lease of Essex House in Caslgl.
structions from tlje Sheriff,
not feteh its value from ay €IToneoy,
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L,\'ltelton,

ARRIVED,

The Mary Ann Cliristing,

IN JIARROLR,
Shalimar, Allen, loading wan) fyy
Mermaid, Rose, loading
Avalauche, discharging

Volga, loaging wool,
Heather Bell, Woud, ready for sca.

March a,;, ™

L"J:ldun
wool for Lundun

EXPECTED AXRivays,
Steamer Stormbird, Mundle, fr

o Well;
hourly, “Hington, Expiegeg

Steamer Gothenburg, Muckie,
Dunedin,  Expected hourly,

Steamer Airedale, Kennedy,
Fxpeeted hourly,

Steanter Geelong, from the southern popg

Ship Huntress, from London, wity, ilmni"r:m[

Brig, Louis and Mirjam, shartly froy S:dne N

8ylph, from the Chatham Islands, T

Vistala, from Melbuurne,

EXPECTED DXIARTUREg,
Brig Heather Bell, fur Syduey,

from l\lelboume, vidg

from the Dorthery pon

RIVER SHIPPING,

Lyttelton,

Steamer Mullogl,
general cargo.

Tuesday t¥ening,

i Mare)
Symmonds, for the Hearp, o

Cole) with o
IN IIARBOUR,
Maid of the Yarra,
Annie,
Eagle,
Margaret,
Australian Maid,
Waterlily,
Xymph of*the Seas,
Herald,
Yawn.
Maid of the Mill
Foam.
City of London,
leatheote Ferry, Tuesday cvening|
Mareh 31,
TASSED INWARDS,
Sarah,
Munareh, steamer, from Lyttelton,
Julia,
Exeelsior,

MARRIED,

On the 31st March, at Christchureh, Ly the Rev, Juge
Builler, Captain Allardyee, of ort Chalmers, to Miss By
Murison, of Christehurch,

SALES TIIIS DAY.

Messrs, Nathan and Co. : coal, Hollownys megid
cines, sponge, flour ; unreserved clearing saldd
of boots, shoes, drapery, clothing, wines
spirits, and groceries, at the City Auction
Mart, Sale at noon.

Messrs, Ollivier and Son : furniture and effects, 1
ILigh-street, adjoining Mr. Grant's. Salke
noon, :

Advertisements,
THIS DAY.

CITY AUCTION MART.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1.

100 TONS COAL,
1 TUXNRESERVED !
HOLLOWAY'S MEDICINES,
UNHESERVED !
OXE CASE SPONGE,
USNRESERVED!
OXE AND A [HALF TOXS FLOTR.

ESSRS, L. E. NATITAN & CO. are in
M structed to sell by Unreserved Auction, Ing
ther Mart, on the above date— '

100 Tons Conl .

An invoice of Hollowny's patent medicines

1 case sponge. :

Oune amd o half tons of flour.

Without any rescrve.

Sale at 12 o'clock.

TYWYWELLING HOUSE containing six' ntoms, _
D with garden of one acre, le}blk- m]lll :obc
&c., situate in Lichtield-strect, Christehureh, :
Let,

Arax & Wirsos.
UVILDING SITES, Cl{msrcul'kg,
B fronting Colombo-strect, near the proposci
Railway Station, to be Let. L
AnyaN & Wiso¥.
; Stockyard postd a{ld
rails £6 to £8 per 100, and fenm'u'g 50;“
nnd rails £4 Js. to £310s. per ditto, d_ch\crn
the Wrimakarivi opposite Felton Ferry ]
Ajuway & WILsos-
) ACRES LAND fronting Rnccm‘: Ay
23 near Kaiapoi, fenced in and culta

e Rdld)
10 L Soid, price £230.

I)OSTS AXD RAILS

Argaray & Wizsot

pLETE
LACKSMITI'S FORGE dfﬁﬁ’g}f; e
v, bellows, m()li_ls-’m?;:lé steel, for Sale by

sst imurovencnts -
the latest improve samas & W ILS0%.
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FULLY EXPECTED AND RICHLY
DESERVED.

The following article frem the *Times® ex-
presses what we will venture to state will be the
unanimous verdict of England on the address of
the House of Representatives :

THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND.

The peculiar constitution of the colony of New
Zealand has become s matter not only of Jocal, but of
imperial importance. We have given the colonya
bad constitution, and we are, with some justice,
enlled upon to make good such evils as can be
traced to the faulty machinery which we ourselves
have created.  Theeonstitution of New Zealand
hos been framed on the assumption, to which in
ite abstract form it is very difficult to give assent,
that government is such a good thing that it is
impossible to have too much of it. In this small
country—fir smaller than it eppears in the map,
since the interior of tho Northern Island is oc-
cupied by innccessible mountains—wo have created
a pomplete system of double government. Each
province has its governor and ‘its Assembly, and
thare is besides another government and two
Chambers to exercise jurisdiction over the whole.
As if this was not sufficient, we have created yet

. onother government hesides all those. The
govornor in New Zealand is n constitutional king,
whose duty it is to excrcise the functions of o King

England in the period immediately following
the Revolution of 1688, during which the regal
veto had not yet fallon into disuse. Perhaps the
most important part of the functions of the govern-
ment consists in managing the warlike and tur-
bulent ruce who inhabit these stormy islands, It
is above all things the affair of the settlers, whose
lives and property must pay for any error that
sy be committed in the treatment of the natives,
and yet, whilo gbsolutely overloading the people
of New Zealand with a superfluity of govern-
“mental machinory, this, the most important snbject
‘of all; is witlidrawn from the loeal Parliament, and
vésted ‘entirely in the governor. Thus the poople
have'no voice In what may be called the foreign
policy of the State. The responsibility. for & war
with the natives is taken from them, and a subject
which ‘vequires above all others local knowledge
and experience is placed, without any responsible
advice, in the hands of a governor who must, at
any rate at the commencement of his carcer, be
profoundly ignorant of the native character. Of
course, the offect of such an arrangemont has been
“to'deprive the governor in caso of war with the

ngtives of much of the moral support which it is | hopes to have none hereaftor, to employ the mili-
in- the power of the colonists to give him, and to | tary forces in any active field operations, Our
farmish them with o very convenient cxcuse for | Policy. in New Zealand towards the natives is
taking io share in a war about which thoy lave | comprised in a single word—wait. Temporising
ot been consulted. We are glad to find that this | ©xpedients, delays, dilatory negotiations, all man-
evil i'about to be put an end to, and that in the | ner of doviees which are of little avail in ordinary

‘way which we have always maintained was alone

practicable, -

‘The papers on the subject of New Zealand | behalf of a race that is continually increasing. It

presentod to Parlisament to August last contain a
déapatch frout the Duke of Newcastle to Sir
George Grey which is destined to exercise o very
important influence on the future fate of that
7ifing community, The management of native
affairs, somewhat assisted by its cognate topic, the
o8t of New Zesland wars, has at length forced
itself on the attention; not only of the Governon
but of the Executive .Council, or responsible
Miniéty, of New Zealand. They have deliberated
eaméstly on the subject, and furnish the Seeretary
of Btate for thie Colonies with five propositions
for the'better future regulation of those two
quiestions. The first poposition is that the governor
thall henceforth deliberats on' the conduct of
native affuirs with the advico of the respousible
Ministry, and that the notion of setting up him-
gelf or any other power between the natives and
the General Assembly, with a view to the more
efBcient ‘protection of the aborigines, shall bo nl-
together abandoned. Wo are glad to seo that the
Beerotary of Btate for the Colonies nssents to this
proposition, sdmiting candidly that the attemp
to! vest this power in thie governor alone hag
failed~~he might ‘have added, could not possibly
sudcesd. * It lias always been found that it is vain
to’ withhold from o popular Assembly, frecly
elected, hving tho control of the public purse snd
the Ministry responsible to it, rny power which it
may wish to possess. The powers which it possesses
already uro 8o great and ample that they suffice to
wrest from the most unwilling executive anything
that it may bo disposed to withhold, To deviso a
forni of government which makes it necessary for
the governorto obey tho deliberately cxpressed will
of the people, axd then to attempt to withhold from
the control of the peoplethe most important subject
of all, involves a gross practical absurdity, and can
only énd in the compulsory swrender of that
which it would have been more groceful and more
politic to give up at first, without needlessly crea
tinig a strugglo in which the success of the popular
aide is certain and unguestionable,

(Y

The result of this despatch is s solemn address

Representatives of a nature totally unexampled in
coloninl history. Instead of accepting with
gratitude the right conceded 1o them by the
Colonial Minister, the New Zeuland Assembly
respectfully decline to undertake the task imposed
upon them. They recognise the difficulty of
governing the two races by two ugencicvs respon-
sible to different authorities, but they cannot
accept the power offered them if it is to be at.
tended with any greater linbility than at present
for their own defence. They ignore the fact that
the proposition came originally from their own
responsible ministers, and they quote the unsatis-
factory condition of affuirsin New Zealand at the
present moment as a reason why the system under
which that unsatisfactory state of affairs has arisen
ought to be indefinitely continued. We have never
seen a public document less convincing in its
statement, or more entirely divested of the graces
of modesty and self-respect. The simple meaning
is that the colenists have got a good thing, and
intend to keep it.  They alone of all the people of
the carth have the privilege of making war at
other people’s expense. The quarrels which arise
with the natives are their quarrels, not ours. The
expense of fighting out those quarrels they claim
should be our expense, not theirs. Those on the
spot, who have in their hands the power of war
and peace, are to have no responsibility ; we,
separated by the whole bulk of the globe, are to
have the wholeof it. Hitherto the responsibility
has been thought to be n salutary check on power,
Henceforth, as far, at least, as New Zealand is
concerned, those two things are to be studiously
kopt apart from ench other. We have no wish
that the colonists should be called upon te contri-
bute to the expense of the impérial force main-
tained in Now Zealand, but we confess ‘the very
strongest desive that our forces should be ma-
terially reduced, The colony has now the man-
agement of native affairs. If war does not bring
troops from England to carry it on and a large
commissariat to kecp up ‘prices, the settlers will
find some means to remain at peade, or, which is
the next best, thing, to defend themselves. There
will be no peace so long'as war is attended with
gain and immunity from military service. We
lave a right to demand on behalf of the heavily-
taxed peoplo of this country that this burden
shall be removed from their shoulders, and we
therefore rejoice to find that Sir George Grey, in
his speech to the New Zealand Parliament, an-
nounces that he hus hitherto had no occasion, and

cases, are of the greatest wse when we have to
doal with a race that is continually decreasing on

is ensier to grow into the undisturbed soveroignty
of Now Zenland than to conquer it.—Times,
(January 19.)

The ‘Morning Post,’ of January 22, in an arti-
clo on the same subject, observes :—*1t is quite
clear that the General Assembly altogether fails
to appreciate tho position in which it is placed,
and utterly ignores the matorial fact of the case
when it afflems that the manorialists had always
been, and ever shall remain ready “to take as
large a share a3 our means will allow’ of the duty
of providing for our own defence. It is matter of
public notoriety that the settlers of New Zealand
have always been forward in the extreme to in-
voke the aid of Imperial troops and the influx of
Imperial contracts, That neither are without
their temptations in a colony which is still com-
paratively in its infancy, we fully and freely ad-
mit. But the gratification is one which, palatable
a8 it may be to the reccivers, we are unable to
afford any longer. That & change of the present
system would involve the readiustment of the
relations between the two rces is likely enough,
But it is rather late in the day for the New Zea-
land Legislature now to disclaim responsibilities
for which they have previously exhibited unmis-
takeable, hankerings (becouso they find that there
are duties attached to them. We can conceive
reasons why the Natives should be consulted
beforo their destinies are placed in the hands of
the colonists. But if no diffculties exist upon
this score, we cannot sec lhow the colonists can
eonsistently decline to manage their own afluirs,

dnd, as o naturnl sequence, to bear their own
burdens.”

TARANAKI.

The deputation appointed at the public mecting
on the 26th February, waited on Sir George Grey
by appointment on Wednesday last, Mr. Domett
and Mr. Bell being present at the interview.
After g fow preliminary remarks, they submitted

to the Queen from the New Zcaland House of

had prepared. His Excellency said this question
was of such great importance that he could not
answer jt without serious consideration, but de-
sired that the whole of the questions ehould be
read, which was done. His Excetlency then .re-
quested to have them in writing. The deputaflon
stated that if His Excellency wished the questions
to be put in writing, they would re-write ﬂ“fm’ a8
in the present form some of them were contmg_cnt
upon answers that His Excellency might give.
The Governor said he wished to have them in
writing, as he could then give written unswers to
them, so that all misunderstanding would be
avoided. The deputation thanked His Excellency,
and enid that would be the course that they
would profer. His Excellency said the questions
were of such great importance that they would
probably take a considerable timo to answer. He
regretted that the usual course which had been
always followed in every other place he had been
in, was not followed in this instance. The custom
he referred to was for the leading gentry of the
place, whether appointed by a public mecting or
not he could not tell, to wait upon him and ac-
quaint him with the state of the place, to tell him
what were their grievances and what mensures
they thought would remedy them. In this instance
he was quite in ignorance of the state of things
here, and wished to be made acquainted with them
and what the deputation would suggest as o
remedy. He wished to hear the matter discussed
by persons having local knowledge ; even where
differcnce of opinion existed he often gained much
ueeful knowledge. The deputation replied that
they thought His Excellency was fully acquainted
with the position of the settlement, both
from the memorials and addresses to His Es-
cellency and Her Majesty, and also  from
his own officers; but that if he was ignorant
of the state of the province, the deputation
would willingly give him a written state-
ment of it. With regard to the remedy to
be applied to the disease, they had not
dared to suggest any, as they understood it to bo
their duty to lay their grievances beforc His Ex-
cellency, and for him to dovise measures to give
them redress.

The Governor said he had seen in n memorinl
to the Queen that Her Mnjesty's” Representativo
had been forbidden to make roads on the Queen's
land. This statement wans untrue, and he should
be obliged to contradict it : he had not been for-
bidden to make roads on European lands. The
deputation said that it was not their duty to
defend the memorial; that if there were any in-
correct statements in that memorial, the scttlers
would, of course, have to suffer for them. With
regard to the case referred to by His Excellency,
the settlers knew this much, that the men were
ordered ‘to commence the road, that the order was
countermanded, the rebel natives telling the settlers
at the same time that they had forbidden the
carrying on of the road.

The severnl members of thé deputation then
related fucts that were within their own know-
ledge, illustrating the state of the settlement, at
some of which His Excellency expressed much
surprise, saying he had never known them beforo.
The deputation replied that had the settlers sup-
posed that his officers were 80 remiss in informing
His Excellency of what occurred, they (the depu-
tation) would undoubtedly have made him ac-
quainted with it,

Tho fact of armed Natives crossing the bush
from north to south within the last day or two
wns mentioned to His Excellency, who said he
was assured that these Natives had gone south
with the most laudable intention.'

The subject of the murder of the boys at Omata
was then spoken of, and His Excellency said that,
with regard to Manahi, he had cvery reason to
believe that he was not concerned in the murders.
If Manahi could be advised to come in and stand
his trial, he thought it would be a very good
thing, which, if he was innocent, he no doubt
would do. With regard to the stolen property,
he was decidedly of opinion that any one found
with any should be dealt with by the civil powers
us the law directs ; but thought it very doubtful
how the law would deal with such a case.

With respect to the case mentioned by the
chairman, which was brought before him as Cattle
Ownership Commissioner, he did not think that
s the owner had recovered the bullack, it would
be advisable to proceed further in the matter.
[The case referred to was one in which a butcher
in this place had bought of a native a bullock,
afterwards proved to have been stolen during the
war]. The deputation replied that now they
knew His Excellency’s desire in the matter, they
would use every endeavour to secure the man
who had sold the bullock in this case, and any
other similar case that might occur. His Excel-
lency repeated that he did not consider this at all
a good casc to try the question upon ; if done, it

to the Governor the first of the questions they

-~

would be quite against his sdvice. His Excel-

lency said the whole question w:
great diffieulty. He had foung
possession of a Native a¢ Waikato
into the matter at once, but w
Nu_tiv'es, Wh? said, * You et Punish y ¢
thieving, while you allow the pakeha to koep 00’ :
property. There is Commodore Seymour 1 o g
BbOl.l.t on one of our best horses, ang Colone] Gaj |
has just sold two: you can’t punish yg and
the pakeha.” e felt the foree of this, and d;: ‘
not proceed further, Ie thought the Iaw g 0 g
perhaps cut both ways; that perhaps the best ¥
plan would be to find an Euwropean wigy, i
Native ?roperfy., and then try the question, Ty,
dcputaho‘n replfed that they saw no objection 15
the question being tried in any way that Hig .
cellency thought best. They must telt him ghy
they knew not a horse or cow taken from g, §
rebels was held by the settlers; every on (g, §
was taken was, by a brigade order, directe] oty
given up to the. military authorities, Al o B
perty taken dum}g the wnr was considered ',
belong to Her Majesty, and npplied to the yge o
Her Majesty’s troops, while all the Property log
belonged to th.u settlers ; the eettlers, therefore,
were very anxious that the question should by
brought to an issue.

In the course of conversation the deputation
complained of the thistles growing on Native
lands, which the settlers could, and the Native
would not keep down, and which did the foryer
great injury. His Excellency said an opintion had
lutely been given by the law officers of the Crowy
to the effect that the Natives were not legally the
owners of any land, and he expressed o douh
therefore, whether they could be called upen to
perform the duties of land owners.

Respecting the £200,000 o long conversation
took place, which can be only summarised,
His Excellency stated that he must take th
opinion of the law officers upon its besring, and
then submit it to the Executive Council, He was
of the opinion, which he still holds, that the settlers
should have received compensation in full for thejr
Tosses, and said os much to Ministors during the
Session. The case was not anslogous to that of
Kororareka. That was a sudden attack upon &
town ; whereas, here, Taranaki had been delibe.
rately chosen by the Government as the field m
which certain questions should be tried which it
was deemed necessary to the welfare of the colony
to have tried. It was not fair that men should ke
used like chess-men, and thrown away when not
wanted. He had grave doubts, however, whether
the Loan Act granted compensation. His Exeel-
leney to show the interpretation he put upon it
and that he had thought it might bo apphied
to other purposes than making good the
sottlers Jlosses, said that at one tine ho
had formed a plan involving o large civil and
military expenditure, which he lhad only net
brought forward because he found the £200,000
would be insufficient to carry it out. He believed
it could be appropriated to other purposes, buf
would;take the opinion of the law officer, by which
ho must be bound. Mr. Bell stated thet if the
Eseccutive Council differed on this subject, he
should advise the Assembly being called togethen
and the sense of the House taken upon i 1
which His Excellency ngreed.

On stating his intention of moving treop. i
Poutoko on the following morning to mﬂf“#
road, His Excellency said, in snswer to reimatki
about tho danger to be upprehended by nich
settlers as were away from the town, that he,r
8o sure that he was doing what he had s pﬂﬁ‘;
right to do, that hoe could not believe thero woull
be any objection. He said, also, that wo mush
indeed, be in a degrading position if he could ot
move Her Mnjesty's troops to ony part of Her
Mejesty's land. iy

His Excellency stated that the nationsl 0P1m$
of the Maori people was that Tatarsimako sho
bo occupied,. and he thought thes.e Southem
Natives might sce-the advisbility of it. APW;
brought about quictly and gradually was et
than hostilities. od

In answer to & question, His Excellency tz'h;1
that he was prepared to assist those who wb:t
to go away, to the cxtent of a free paSSﬂgevﬁm
depreeated this action on the part of the setd o
as the abandonment of the settlement would. i
the deepest degradation to the British name, an
he would be ashamed to govern s colony if @ '
oceurred ; in fact he should not continué (}o\'.
erhor, he showld most probably resign his comm

e 1 thmughbad
mission. Mr, Hulke said it all arose

overnment, .
¢ After nearly four hours conversation the dept
tation withdrew.— Herald, March 14
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80me
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THE WEST COAST. )
our last.
(Coneluded from ks open gross

After travelling two miles over f_ he rivel
flat, we agnin arrived on the b“dtjl\l.‘i;:dt into w0
below the junction, being here ¢ on both sides
branches. ~Although the mOuntamsed with enow
contunued to be very high, and cover

the river
from which numerous waterfalls descend,
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much slowor course, being, when

A bas 007 & fect broad, and
: Rl tream, 300 to 400 fect broa » and

ﬂ;fhmgei‘zré Z?ot]:ereMo]yneux. Here all the signs
B ofibe

t floods were viaib]:} whic]éelmd o:tcloxflcid
in the gorges; n v
ids and shingle islands covered

yero all ﬂ“; fﬂgi.‘i(fl':trees, mmglzy of them having
8 vith masees n folinge, but nleo along the sides of
: their gﬁi};sand-‘ were prevailing, which gave
. 3e£n‘;‘;ggvg no little trouble. Atlmmi'v P)uw}es
N " the forest on a shingle reach,
B d!lemergmguj;ﬁmdisuppoimcd to find 1i,mt, after
w weIe g;e warter of the distance over which
X m‘eum;g.nde(tll we found decp bacwaters, with
ﬁ?."k;xm'i o rct’urni“g go far upwards from the next
_l‘t obliéi“g us to return to the forest along the
i o tain sides, where travelling is very diflicult.
i cou o after the junction of the Clarke, runs
i mf,“::’nme miles it o W.N.W. dircction, when
-ﬁ){n‘:ined by a large mountain torren_t comi‘ng

.- l“s.lin a catarnct from the western chain, The
g:;; of the river someimes cxtending, level for
8 7 » mile to the foot of the mountains, are
@ erlly covered witll dense forest, in which
: e rimu rivals in magnitude the still prevailing

Jok birch,  But small patches qf open serub
- also, whichl oﬂ‘t'alr occasxonnll{ better
: e evound 3 the =01l on many spots 1s ve
‘ melh:;dgrt‘;lc river, from the ju)nctlion of tﬁ
i ﬁ‘e to its mouth, favourable for mfting.  Now
i then o Tocky point, the outrunning spurs of
§ e mountains, reachog the river, agninst which
B 1 water sets, and which we had to climb over,
f 11t generally a Jev:l travelling ground was preva-
kit, Having as;]ed t]nls1 lmi%)orltuut llnlognlmn
B o which 1n the smallest fresh would be un-
; mﬁe, the river ngain changes its dircctiqn
8 o rovs for 6} miles S.S.W. The forest still
# mitimuing to be open, we pursued our wuy in
B méﬂdf(l weather, till we arrived a]t a ])\?1{1‘5 wh\c‘re

sriver changes its course to the N.W. We
111 some trouble to cross the point rising almost
mcal from the waters’ edge to a great altitude,
Mt hoving conquercd this diffieulty, we were
8 mitified to observe that the mountains gradually
B irensed-in nltitude, and that we were not for
- gmm the sen. For 6 miles we continned in the

YW, direction, meeting with the usual travelling
B ponnd, shingle reaches with  backwaters and
qitksands, the forest now beginning to be encum-
M terod with supplejucks, nnd sometimes nountain
des covered with large blocks of rock, which,
wthey were very steep, and the whole vegetation
N iterlaced with suppleincks, we had at times hard
Wik, We reached at lnst a spot whelrc the 1'i;er
ldextended in width, and where a large tribu-
wy which I nomed the ¢ Thomas,’ cnter%d from
e NE, the valley of which divided the
wast range from the higher mountains inland.
Un February 18th, while crossing the last spur
Mttich extended from the coast range into the
rrer, we wero at last rejoiced {o obeerve the sen
@llrizon, over o largo plain covered with dense
frest, in which small conieal hills only a few hun-
ted feet high rose, nnd with renewed ardour we
ptinued our journey, but we did not anticipate
in} still  very arduous task lay before us, From
iy point we were about six miles distant from the
4, the distance from the confluence of the river
Thomas to the mouth of the main river being 103
loles with 2 NW., by N. course. ‘The river bed,
tichupto the crossing of the lust spur lad
fred us between the mountains occnsional
Mingle renches, dey watercourses, open scrub, and
nmparatively good forest travelling, set now
Runstits morthern bank, continuing so to its
gy mouth.  As it was impossible to travel along

Danks, we liad to keep entirely to tho forest,
ch;nowl became 1:dmost impenetrable. At
iy spots large kahikaten swamps occurred with

sual nccompnnimcnts of kilq)zkie, high fern,
méaneh\:ork of eupplejacks ; at other places the
Qimst consisted of finie rimu. trees, but without
its charucter of west coast density which

g ¢les description. 1t occupied us nearly two days
jtoll and eut our way through this region, where
. l@rer'(hvidcd into two branches, of which one
grungin the sbove named dircetion, after o
= m r?{x a mile fallls into the sea, whilst the other,
g urtiern one, the right bank of which was
t elothed with forest of the same description,
s exit 1} miles north of the former.

. (::8 1:]01‘0 a gotl)]d ford of about 200 yargs in

o €T the northern branch, we crossed to
W ! and soon stood in the surf giving three
1ty cheers,

I‘lll:l};\g be nowfgellkto offer a few remarks on
fpearance of Jackson’s Bay, Without doubt
."l::;e:illt the mouth of whic]fw’e were standing
W b" mes called the Awnmn,. although the
m‘n;““dm'y river of our provinco bears the
1 e ;. but in order to fix its position better
U8y observe that the most northern point about

' ﬁ; E]:?mnmg us so long

wiles distant, benrs N, 30 deg. K ic

» s . g. E. (magnetic)

mﬂb% Arnott point. From here gltlo S.
7,

s & distance of about 85 miles, an
. o ¥6 plain stretches from the se to tho basc
. ‘fhve;mlrt Funges, containing nbout 80,000 acres
@ 1d, the whole s far a5 I could observe,
: ) angn-h dense forests, in which rimu (red
8 kahiknten (whito pine) are the prevail.
el At the latter point a large open valley
; "lsm the soutls, which with many other
i ististed to form this extensivo plain,
Hﬂentﬁn?t 1 only the large united delta of
B Foy, t}‘lers which here enter the sen.
! fe fouth two other points were to be
: %i,ﬂ'edg Of which the first, the termination of a
8. 62 deg. W, mag.; the other, n
58 more resembling o sloping table-
er g o W. nug. ; two rocky islands, the
- ll(;trer one being about 5 miles distant,
it g 1 deg, W, mag. from our position,
aon by BT one rising just above the scn
b of th‘: "3 62 deg. The coast range
"“‘-‘mbling ‘_;“‘1‘, rbout 4000 to 5000 fect high,
Bug., ¥ much the Thirteen Mile Bush
o
B2 §

F

S”ggg

E
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nearly to the summit of the highest emi-
hec:ovsaed with forest, whilst its coxg\tinuutioxl
00 ¢, 65001?\“ bank rose to an nltitude of about
i‘“!“nlhe' ]let. cquaily clothed with forcst to
: ﬂummm""&' it As far 95 the eve could reach,

MBS were egvered with dense {orests,

one single conieal mountain partly covered with
suow, which rose prominently ¥, 24 deg. W. over
the const range. ~ Another peculinr feature was
& number of small conical hills which roso abovs
the alluvial plins -distant from any other
mountains, and of which T have to speak more
fully when treating wmore fully of the geology of
this part of the prosince. I mny thus fairly stato
that, with the exception of a small flat of 800
to 1000 acres near the head of the Makarors, and
one of the samo extent on the right bank of the
Clarke, no grass land is anywlere to be found,
Fugus, (black birch) forest on the mountains,
mixed with pinos in the lower regions, is the only
covering of the country toan altitude of 4500
feet ; but notwithstanding, I think that in future
years a large portion of it mny be made available,
Inving ouly seen the southern mouth of the river
T cannot judge of the other entrance, but during
our stay ot the sen shore, the weather being
extremely fine, a whalo boat or small vessel could
have ensily crossed the bar, finding sufficient
shelt'cl: ma small backwater on the south side,
but it is very possible that the mouth of the nortl;
branch, which brings the larger amount of wator
to the sen, would probably offer a botter entrance,
The river is only for a short distance sffected by
the tides, its fall to the last Dalf mile being stiil
considerable,

Being very short of provision we had to return im-
mediately, and were fortunate to be still favoured
with{ine weather till we were two days journey from
the Clarke, when the weather becamo agaln un-
settled, so we travelled on with all speed, crossed
the Clarke just in time, and found our small pro-
vision depot in good order, and arrived at the
Jjunction of the Burke on the evening of 25th
Febrnary.  Showery weather had set in, which,
fortunately, rosc the rivers only slightly, so that
although the crossing was often not without diffi-
culties and we had to travel continually in the
rain, we arrived nt our starting point, the Maka-
rora Bush, on the evening of March 2nd, having
been nearly six weeks absent,

The geolegy of the country traversed by me
has proved fo be exceedingly interesting, and not-
withstanding I fear to extond the limits of this
report to too great a length, I cannot omit to give
a general outline of it.

In a former report which I had the honor to

lay before you last October, I remarked that a
zone of voleanic and eruptive rocks stretched
almost without interruption from Thmaru to the
Kaikoras, surrounding Banks' Peninsula, in our
provinee, like the scgment of a circle. After
muny observations which I was nble to make
during this journey, I may now state that the
sedimentary rocks west of this zone strike gene-
rully in its direction, and that the further the
observer recedes from the zone the more the
rocks become metamorphic. Whilst the meta-
morphic rocks in the Otago province generally dip
at a low angle, we find, as soon as we approach
the voleanic region in our province, that they
become more clevated.  Whilst at the mouth of
the Malmrora, on its eastern side, metamorphic
rocks are still to be found, which strike nearly
N.and 8., with s dip of 71° towards E. Ten
miles higher up the river, truo old clay, slates,
and sandstones make their appearance, which have
not been at all affected by plutonic action, For s
long time the strata, consisting of the same sind-
stones and slates, run . parallel with the rent or
fissure, varying in their strike between N. and 8.,
and N.N.E. to 8.3 W, witha dip of 61° to 82°,
gencrally towards E., although western dips oceur
also. East of tho fissure in Mount Browster we
meet only sandstones and slates, flagstones and
pebble beds, while on the western side, opposite
this enormous mountain, thoe rocks have already a
much greater metamorphic appearance, being
very micaccous, with numerous quartz layers
between them, and intersected by a great many
quartz veins. If it were not over precipitate, I
would pronounce my conviction that this remark-
able rent, where the rocks at many spots are dis-
similar on both sides, notwithstanding their equal
strike and dip, has, in-a great mensure, been ocea-
sioned by o large eruptive zone which runs on its
western side, parallel to it, at a distance of two or
three miles, It consists of greenstones of great
variety, traps with a eryptocrystalline structure,
diorites highly crystalline, dioritic porphyries,
with Inrge crystals-of white felspar (albite), and
crystal of black hornblende and amygdaloids with
very intercsting crystals and concretions. They
have broken through the stratified rocks, sending
veins through them in all directions. At the con-
tact tho changes are highly instructive; fine fissile
slates aro changed into a black homogeneous rock,
or they resemble some of tho schnalsteins of the
European continent.  Sandstones have been
changed into cherts of ditlerent colours, and all
the rocks in the neighbourhood seem impregnated
with ferruginous matter. But I may also observe
that the change in the grent axis of the island,
running probably parallel with the Southern Alps,
will, without doubt, play equally & great part in
the formation of this fissure.
East of this ecruptive zone, which four miles
below the junction of the Clarke. with the Haast
strikes across to the northern bunk, sedimentary
rocks have, although metamorphic, not such a
typicnl character that we can name them real mica
slate, gneiss, &e. Their structure is sometimes
crystalline, although the former characteristics of
sedimentary rocks.are not entirely effaced, but
west of this eruptive zone, which forms the
swnmit of somo of the highest peaks 8.W, of
Mount Brewster, the strats begin to assume a
real metamorphic appearance,

Dioritic slates are followed by very thin bedded
mica slates, which, advancing west, becomes more
and more erystalline, striking 12 miles from the
sen, from N.N.W. to 8.8.E,, and dipping alter-
nately to both sides, with an angle between 76 ©
and 81°. Advancing towards the coast these
micn schists change insensibly to true gneis,
which, near the western termination of the coast
range, proves to be a true gumeis-granite, almost
vertieal, but now invariably dipping to the E.
When viewing first the isolated conical hills
rising so_conspicuously above the plains, I was

Caks visihla above 6500 feet high, except

reminded of similar hills in the Nelson province,

.

on tLo plaius of the River Grc}'. rising there to a
niitch greater altitude, and which consist of true
granites. My examination has shown that these
hills:in the plains of Jackson'’s Bay consist of the
same rocks.  Ona of these hills, rising about 500
fect above the plain, near the river, three miles
from the ses, and which I called Mosquitoo Hill
(it well deserved the namc), consists for the
greater part of a beautiful white gruite, with
large eryastals of white felspar (orthoclnse), white
quartz, and black micn. At other places the mica
is repliced by mugnificent well-formed crystals of
black hornblende.” 1 observed also zones where,
besides black micea, white micrn, in large conere-
tions, occurs.  Another granite, without doubt of
Founger origin, passes through that first deseribed,
in large veins, being finely grained and of a blnck
and white colour ; both again are intersected by
veins of beautiful crystalline quartz. There is
not the least doubt that this granite zono has
greatly assisted in the metamorphism and up-
henval of the rocks on the western side of our
province, and I am happy to see that some formor
conclusions to which { arrived by induction, have
thus been verified.

Till at present I have not spoken of any indi-
cations of gold, and what may be auriferous rocks.
Iere, agnin, the structure of our provineo diffors
entirely from that of our more fortunate Southern
neighbour, the large voleanic zone having in-
fluenced the structure of its more immediate
neighbourhood,

1 may, notwithstanding, state that thero is not
the least doubt that a very large portion of our
West Coast ranges will prove to be auriforous,
although resembling more the Nelson mountains on
its western part, and in which ultimately rich gold-
fields will be discovered. We were, unfortunately,
detained so long by rain in the gorges, that our
provisions were sadly diminished, notwithstanding
the grestest economy, and thus I was compelled
to Icave the mining tools behind, which we had
carried with va so far. The main river, after the
junction of the Clarke, is o true shinglo river,
where it would be diflicult to conie to awriferous
deposits ; but many streams will prove to be
auriferous, amongst others the Thomas, and
many smaller ones. When in this region wo
could not lose a single day to nscend one of theso
tributarics, every spare moment being fully oc-
cupied with surveying and geological examination.
Should you think it advisablo to have this western
part of tho provinee prospécted, it would be neces-
swy to sond o vessel round from Lyttelton, with o
good sized canoe, and a few Maoris, so that pro-
visions could be taken up the main rivers. We
prospected only at one spot before we crossed the
saddle, viz., at the confluence of the Burke. We
devoted o few hours to it, and notwithstanding tho
spot was rather unfavourable, having to take our
washing stuff from between loose stones in the
eiver bed,we found in nearly every dish a few
minute specks of gold, so that, technicnlly speaking,
the colour was obtained. That the westorn tribu-
taries of tho Makarorn and the Wilkin arc
suriferous, has since been proved by some partios
of diggors, who only through want of provisions;
had to return; but starting in a fow days to
examine more closely this part of the province, I
hope soon to report more satisfuctorily on the
subject.

The collection of geological specimens for our
museum hos  hitherto been very small, the
roughness of the ground not allowing us to carry
ony quontity back with us; notwithstanding I
procured a sot of complete but very small speci-
mens, showing the gradations from the granite and
gneiss granite into the true graywacke rocks.

In botany, actively assisted by Mr. W, Young
and one of my compruions, Mr. K. Holmes, I hove
been able to collect many very interesting un-
deseribed specimens, which will not only be
valuable for completing more fully Dr. J. Hooker's
admirable New Zealand *Flora,” but will also
offer a valuable addition to our own herbarium,

For tho zoologienl department I preserved
several fine specimens of the strigops (kakepo),
not only for our own Museum, but also for ox-
change with other collections. I wwas besides so
fortunate as to obtain an apterix (kiwi) of emall
size, which T believe will prove to be a new
species.

Finally, allow me to acknowledge thankfully
the zeal and exertions of Mr. William Young.
who, with great perseverance, and under manifold
dificulties, conducted the typographical survey,
and of every member of my party; everyho
submiiting eheerfully to the small rations whic
the long continued wet weather compelled me to
enforce, and without which it would have been
impossible to obtnin the desired result.

I have the honour, Sir, to remain,
Your most obedient servant,
Jurirs Hassr, M.D,, &0,
Provincial Geologist.
To His Honor W. 8. Moorhouse, Esq,,
Superintendent Province of Canterbury,
Now Zenland.

Correspondente,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ' PRESS.
81r,—The article in Saturday’s * Press " on
¢ Darwin and the Novelists,” was a freaf, and I
for one, wish you might be prevailed upon to
favour the public, your readers, by yielding to them
more of such gratification.

My more immediate object is to ask whether
Darwin's great theory could not be adopted——with-
out any inconsistency—to apply to the whole
living creation except man; for we happen to
Enow that man was created in a certain image—
in one particular guise, and that he is specislly
distinguished above all animals. In this way the
philosopher’s scheme would be freed from the
everlasting stumbling block of man being included.
It is probably at the outset & mistake to rank man
at all among the animals the author has to con-

sider and diseriminaté, I venture to belicveitis'a

scioutific orror terming him animal. But even
were there 1o record of the mannor of his origing
the fact of man being rensonable should at any
rate raiso 4 question whother tho prineiplo
natwral sclection is not wrongly roferred to his
body instead of his mind, which is the only mode
of making Darwin's theory—hewerer it might be
strained—possible of applieation to human beings.
Wo havo some warraut in supposing a progressiv,
and extending improvement from age to age in
men's minds, that is to say, in men, sinco the
“mind's the standard of the man,” whereas wo
Inck dota as to any improvement in physical
powers. Profano history appears to cover too
short a period for affording ground for an opinion
on the Iatter point. However, modorn changes
progress more rapidly, and in our present highly
wrought civilisation we may bettor hopo to wit-
ness some resulting change of man’s conformation,
For instance, wocan expeot to behold fucos needing
no razor, and hair “parting” of iteelf, at the side
or over tho brow according to one’s sex.  Possibly
it hins been olready overlooked that a bow
legged man is & native horso rider, and thosoe with
¢yes oblique are creatures born to do two jobs at
once.

This age chiefly longs to be bl to fly, ap-
parently ; and Mousiour de Groof, & mellowed
man, I presume, is said to have accomplished
already what forms the aspiration of so many.
Why should we not expect to find cro long infant
Ariels among us?

The fact of man being a ereature with a mind
affects the theory awkwardly in all aspects. If
we shall bo what we mostly would be, behold
“ quot homines, tot sententim™ burs the way ; for
although as n general thing power of flight be
agroed to bo desirable, yot when the fushion op
the wings comes under debate, o stoppage im,
mediately cnsues, ospecially by renson’ of the
ladies’ senfentice, unlass & compromiso like a kiwi's
is effected.  Cortainly, to judge by the poucity
and retrogression of Quaker notions, the aspira-
tions to have wings like a dove’s would awake but
feeble response. . :

It moy be gravely doubted whether men wero
over other than they are in form, 1 assume that
the “principle of selection” relates to utility
solely, and for that reason littlo weight seems due
to the opinion of my Lord Monboddo’s. Those
animals only have the caudsl appendage which
olways or sometimes travel pronealong the ground.’
the appendage serving I opino as balance to facil;.
tate making a turn. Indeed it would be no
wonder to me if some aceurate inquirer observed.
‘that o mouso, for exaraple, with its “tail cut off,
was at an immense disadvantage ns compared with
0 mouse not so amputated. And this probublo
fact throws light on the motive of the farmer's
wife who we all know, who “cut off their” (the
‘mice’s) “tails with affcarving knife.” Howover,
what T seck to arrive at, is, that man being up-
vight would renlly obtain no advantage from a
prolongntion bolund,  Why then, assume
that he cver \had any? ~ The asswmption:
that ho wore it away by sitting, sounds too
littlo likely to induce us to suppose its former
presence meroly for the sake of that assumption.
For it will not hold equally with respect to Manx
cats and many creaturcs in precisely the same.
prodicament as ourselves, and who cannot by any
one be belioved to have sat their tails clean off.
Nay, if it is to ho yiolded that men were once so
graced, it becomes fairly questionable whether the
nppendage did prolong the vertebrm at all,
Nothing is without a cause; and surely the
former fashion of queues in England ought to
indicato something, and the mode in China to
this very day. Belicve me there must be more
in a quouo than wmeets the cursory eye or has
hitherto been imagined. A sharp observation
might be advisablo when the records of the
Celestial Empire become some day at length dis-
closed to barbarian scrutiny; but meanwhile T
apologizing for this long intrusion, must continue
croditing myself as one

NiMmER BESCHWERIPT.

Christchurch, 30th March, 1863.

Trade Weport,
¢ Pross’ Offics, Wednesday night,
April 1, 1868.

Mesars. Aikman and Wilson repert the sale of
10 acres of land, portion of section 239, sitoats on
the south extension of Colombo-street, one section
from the Town Belt, for the sum of £1200. The
purchasers are the Canterbury Agricultural and
Pastoral Association, who intend erecting per-
manent buildizgs on the above land for their
annual show of stock and implements.-

Mr. Ollivier's salo of household effects in High-
street was well attended, and fair prices were
obtained.

Messrs. Luck and Clark, among recont sales,
report the following :— o

A plot of land on the Rangiors direct road, :
being part of rural section No. 1588, for £1¢+
cash,
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