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16,000, and there was no reason to suspect their authenticity. The
Finns were especially interesting, from their presumed connexion with
the bruchycephulic populations of Europe; the historical evidence,
though defective, scemed to show that they extended much further
than at present.

The following letter was read from Mr. Murray, of Sydney :—

Sydney, New South Wales, April 20, 1867,

Sig,—Observing a notice of some “ Ancient British Seulptured
Rocks” in the third volume of the Aunthropological Review, 18635, p.
203, it has oceurred to me that there is some similarity between the
firures given therein, and those which appear on an * aboriginal tomb
tablet” which has been sent from this colony to the Paris Exhibition.
I have had no opportunity of comparing them, as the volume I refer
to has only just reached me, and I speak merel}' from recollection of
the carvings on the tablet ; but it occurs to me that the matter may
not be unworthy of attention on the part of the Anthropological So-
ciety, and I trust you will, in consequence, pardun me for intruding
upon you. The tablet is marked as No. 428 in the Catalogue of our
exhibits, a copy of which I send you. The seulptures, 1 observe, are
supposed to be of pre-historic antiquity, and of sepulchral character ;
andd if the similarity exists, it will be interesting to contemplate in it
another instance of man's disposition, all over the world, to act under
like cireumstances in a like wanner. It is possible that the social
condition of the seulptors of those remote ages may not have been
much in advance of that of the Australian aborigines of the present
day. It has been a practice among the latter to place inseriptions,
or rather rude marks, on trees in memory of the dead who were
buried near: I have known it in many eases.

I also observed in a former volume of the same Kewew, that a
question has been raised in your society a8 to the fecundity of Aus-
tralian half-castes. Count Strzelecki, author of 4 Physical Descrip-
tion of New South Wales, was the first to raise a doubt upon this sub-
ject. But my experience, extending over very many years, leads me
to believe that these people would, under equally favourable circum-
stances, be as prolific as any others, Count Strzelecki says, that the
Austrulian aburiginal female will not bear a child to an aboriginal
black man after having had one by a white man. 1 have, however,
known nothing, in a long course of observation of the native races,
to warrant this opinion ; on the contrary, I have seen several black
children who were born after their mothers had had children by white
men. Nor does the race deteriorate by the cross.  Among the half-
castes may be scen as fine models of the human form ns any that are
commonly to be met with in the colony. That they are not more
numercus is not the result of any inherent infirmity in themselves;
it proceeds from other causcs inecident to their peculiar condition in
lifte. The old blacks in the southern districts of New South Wales,
and I believe throughout the colony,—although for this I cannot
vouch from my own “knowled; we,—used, up to a certain period, sys-
tematically to destroy all the half caste boys as they appronched the
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age of puberty.  In 1839, T had occasion, a8 a magistrate, to inves-
tigate a case of this kind on the Murrumbidgee river, in the county
of Murray. The blacks had assembled in the neighbourhood in large
numbers,—they had corrobberees,—severnl half-custe boys were scen
with them ; they retired for a few days to a rugged, hilly, lonely
country some few miles off ; they returned, after an absence of some
days, without these half-caste boys. A stockman gave me informa-
tion, on oath, to the effect that he had come across their bodies burn-
ing in & bough-yard, which the assembled tribes had made near their
late eneampment ; that there were eleven fires burning, and one body
in ench. I went the same evening to see whether a:j of the boys
had heen spared, but could find none. [ asked several of the men,
whom [ knew well, what had become of them, but could get no in-
formation from them. I went next day with a party of police to ex-
amine the loeality where it was stated these murders had taken place.
We found a rude square enclosure, roughly made with boughs, and
within it eleven sepnrate heaps of ashes, ench containing burned, or
the remmants of burned, human bones. I did all in my power to
proseeute the ense to thl: utmost, but could procure no evidence in-
culpating any particular individuals, The case thus broke down
lut the blacks, hearing of the investigation which was taking place,
fled to the mountains, and did not return to that part of the country
for fully two years.

These pructices may nccount, in part at all events, for the paucity
of half-caste men in the colony. Several are to be met with who in
early youth attached themseclves to the stations of the settlers, and
remisin in their service as stockmen or horse-breakers. I never saw nn
wlult half-caste man living in their ordinary state with the aborigines,
Hulf-caste women are eomnmonly to be scen among them, but they too
are subject to the destructive influences which are gradually extermi-
mting the *“autochthones™ of Australia,

I endenvoured, after the ineidents just related, to ascertain why the
Blacks destroyed half-caste boys; but all 1 could learn was that fears
were entertained of their superior influcnce when they would have
grown to manhood. A womnan who had lost a well-grown son on this
seension—he was one of the eleven—was in great grief, and exclaimed
to me several times, ® Cawbawn me sorry massa, cawbawn me sorry ;
black-fellow always like that—black-fellow always like that.” This
woman had then with her a black child, a pure aboriginal, which she
bore subsequently to the birth of the half-caste she had lost.

But notwithstanding such eases s this, namely the destruction of
the half-caste boys when they reach the age of puberty—and others
indicating a cruel disposition, 1 cannot regard the Australian abori-
gines otherwise than as naturally n mild, gentle, affectionate, kind-
hearted race. T could tell many a story within my own experience
in illustration of the correctness of this opinion. In cases of pulbdic
note [ need but refer to the conduct of the wild tribes Captain Sturt
met on his voyage down the Murrumbidgee in 1828 ; to that of Jacky
Jucky towards poor Kennedy in 1848 ; and to the treatment of Mr.
Ring, the sole survivor of Bourke's party in 1860 :—* They appeanred
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to feel great compassion for me when they understood that I wasalone
on the cmek and gave me plenty to eat. * * * They were very
anxious, imwcvcr to know where Mr. Burke lay, and one day when
we were fishing in the water-holes cluse by, I took them to the spot.
On sceing his remains the whole party wept bitterly, and covered them
with bushes.  After this they were much kinder to me than before,™
—{ Fidle King's nurrative.)

I have known o son kill his father, and the cirenmstance was re-
ferred to at the time as a convineing proof of the paturn] and innate
ferocity of the Austrulian savage.  The ense oceurred fully a quarter
of a centnry ago, but I did not then regared it in this light, nor do I
now, The Australian aboriginal scon “melts into sorrow,” scon
“ maddens to erime.”  When a man of any note among them is killed
by the enemy, great is the grief, the humiliation, the mortification, of
the tritwe he belonged to, and great the trivmph and the rejoicing of
the enemy.  In this cuse * Dillatee,” the father, was a very old man ;
he had been o great warrior, snd wany had fallen by his hand ; hia
etiictnivs had vowed his death, und be had el some very narrow
eseipes—one then very rut,ulllh His som “ Timati ™ was alws ays kind
and attentive to the old man—he was himsclf one of the most promi-
nent men in the tribe,  His father's infivmities were inereasing daily;
he was in eonstant anxicty lest their enemies shoald sueeeed, and en-
juv the great trivmph of killing him, and to prevent it, killed him
hivgself,  The feeling which led him to this was akio to that attributed
to the dying Denglas in the ballad—

v Earl Perey seca my fall.”
His sule olijeet was to prevent his falling a vietim to his enemies, But
the tribe did not understand such casuistry, The “lex talionis” is
their lnw,  They formed a great hunting ]mr‘h a few days after for
the purpose of spearing hin, and they did spear him.

Nor have the aborizines in their collisions with the colonists been
one whit more eruel than the eolonists have been to them on the out-
stations. It is a sad day for the savare when he eomes in con-
tact with the * outsiders™ of our civilisation ; and in this respect Aus-
tralia has many a dark tale to tell.

Nor ean I, after ample observation during a period of fully five-and-
thirty vears, regurd the aborigines as by any means so low in the scale
of intelligenee as they are generally represented to be. I have lately
seen, in the Worning Post of the 13th of February, a statement by Mr.
Crawfurd to the eftect that they are ditferent fromn and inferior to all
ather races of mankind., If this is the ease, all other raees of mankind
must he more higlll}' endowed than [, for one, ever thonght they were.
Mr. Carlyle says her Majesty’s subjects, who are spread all over the
world, and include every race, *consist of so many millions, mostly
fools,”  Mr Carlyle is a very profound thinker.

A friend of mine, in my presence, once addressed an aboriginal in
English, but the lutter did not umlerstand him. “Ah," said my friend,
“you are a stupid fellow.,”  “Well,” said the black, “ why do you not
speitk to me in my own language.”  He then addressed the gentleman
in the nboriginal tongue, and ws he did not understand him, retorted,
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# Now you are o stupid fellow.” At alarge party, many years ngo, at
Regentwille, the residence of Sir John Jumieson, about forty miles
from Sydney, one of the guests gave a coat to one of the native hlacks,
He put it on and stratted about in it, apparently regardless of the state
of his nether parts, which had no covering. One of the party asked
him what his gin would say when she saw him in that fine cont. He
answered immediately, *“She’ll say, what for massa not give it trou-
sers too.” T had this from Sir Richard Bourke, then governor, who
wis present.

Were it not for the length to which this letter has already extended,
and my unwillingness to intrude further upon you, I would state some
circumstances which induce me to form a very different opinivn of
the Australian aboriginal from that expressed by Mr. Crawfurd, but 1
may have the honour of addressing you on the subject at another
time,

The interest T feel in the snecess of the Anthropological Socicty
must serve ns my excuse for addressing you at all.  The tombs tablct
to which I have referred, and two caps of elay—No. 422 of the enta-
lomne—worn by aboriginal widows in mourning—shall be guite at
your service after the exhibition for your society's museum if you
should desire at all to have them. [ will write on the sulject in due
time, to Captain Mayne (118 Cannon Street) agent for the govern-
mient of this colony in London, and a commissioner representing it at
the exhibition.

I likewise beg your acceptance of a volume descriptive of the Aus-
tralinn dinlects, which has been printed at my instance for the cxhi-
bition. Philology ought to form part of anthropological science, and
the work for this rensun may be of some interest in your society.  But
my impression is that it can only be interesting in a philologieal point
of view. In the grammatical part there may be much that is ques-
tinmahle, I have the honour to be, Sir, very faithfully yours,

Dr. James Hunt, F.S A, F RS L, T. A. Murray.
President of the Anthropological Society, ete., ete.

I".5.—Some of the fussila referred to in the enclosed extract from
the Sydney Herald may be worth carcful examination.

The Dinecror said that the Couneil were exceedingly sorry that no
earlier opportunity had ocewrred of communicating this important
letter to the Society.

Mr. A. L. Lewis snid that the discovery of the inscribed tablet
wns one of great importance. It was curious that the inscriptions
found on dolmens on the Morbihan were exactly similar to the forms of
the tattooings on the New Zealanders ; in like manner Dr, Seemann
bad found inscriptions on Central American monuments similar to
those in Northmmberland,

Dr. Berw cited some equally curious instances of correlation.

The Directon said that everyone present must have been deeply in-
terested in the paper. The opinions of Count Strzelecki on super-feenn-
dution was a most important point.  He had never before heard of
the practice of destroying half-easte boys, This was an important
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matter for future investigation, Asto Mr. Crawfurd's gencralisations,
they were obviously worthless after the statements of Mr, Murray,
who was unquestionably the more competent judge of the two. It was
evident that Mr. Murray took a warm intercst in the Socicty, and
would prove one of our most valuable local sceretaries.

A report, of which the fullowing is an abstract, was then read by
Mr. Groom Napier, Local Secretury for Bristol, upon two unusually
gifted Mulatresses :—

Mr. Narier thought it desirable to bring these two remarkable
cnses before the society, as illnstrations of the exceptionnl charac-
teristics of half-breeds.  These had enjoyed the benefits of European
education, which, in other cases under his notice, had not resulted in
useful or elevated charncters. The first was a daughter of a white
by a pure negress. She wns successfully educated, from fourteen
years of age to twenty-eight, in Scotland, as a dress and staymuaker.
She suffered from home sickness, and returned to Tobago, a very ex-
ceptional eircumstance in negro races, in whom family ties are uni-
versally spurned. In this case the very reverse took place ; and she
fuithfully performed to her parent the duties of n danghter and fellow
creature, To those who had educated her she ever remained attached
and grateful, in this exhibiting some of the few good qualities to be
found in the negro race.

In the second case, the mulatress was the product of a white planter
through a full black girl. There was considerable intelligence mani-
fested, and the child was educated in England from about her fourth
year. Befure the age of six she was able to read, and soon after to
write. Self-confidence was soon exhibited ; and at eight she was
sent to school, where she remained at intervals until she was sixteen
years of age, and then became a governess.  As in other instances of
negro peculiaritics, musie was strongly exhibited ; and she is now
organist of a parish church, and eapable of conducting concerts. The
religious sentiments are considerably brought out ; and she is extra-
vagant of her pecuniary resources,—a correlation not unfrequently
found to exist in such cireumstances. A low money-value has hence
been assigned to her services, and she has met with little encourage-
ment, Persons inferior to her in everything but colour have becn
preferred to her, and this in & country where, in the eye of the law,
all shades are equally blended.

Her mind, Mr, Napier stated, was not original ; her powers of nssi-
milation were great,and there was considerable pride in her disposition,
evidently a result of the negro afflatus.  Her dignity was of more im-
portance to her than the intercsts of her best friends. Her conduct
exhibited great powers of resistance, and she was very contrary, In
features she closely approximated to pure negro.

In contrast to these two instances of noble characters, he would give
a fow of the reverse from his own notes, which were far more common,
A. N., o white plunter, had a large coloured family. The eldest son
was sent home to England at an early age, and placed in the family
of a medical man at Cambridge. He graduated, and afterwards touk
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a degree in medicine, showing great capacity for languages and
science.  He was taken into partnership, at the age of twenty-cight,
by the surgeon who had brought him up. On finding himself his
own master, he entered into dissipated habits, neglected the practice,
and at last, after eizhteon months trial, his partner had to get rid of
him to prevent absolute ruin,  He died at thirty, worn out with
disense, He was the son of a quadroon. His brothers, C. and M.,
showing less intellizence, were apprenticed to trudes in this eountry,
and hundreds of pounds were spent in establishing them in business
when they had reeeived good cducations. They dissipated their
means, and after having been a burden to their friends for some years,
they died miserable or disappeared.  Their brother A, having had a
Enropean edueation, was sent back to the West Indies. He might
have had a large business as o plumber, and have made a good in-
come ; but he was so indolent and irrewular in his work that, after
muny triads, few planters wonld employ him.  Being quiet and in-
affen=ive, he wis considered the best of the I-:l't[llll'\'_

OF two sisters, who also recvived o educations, one married a
respectable Enclish merchant, and went out to the East Indies. The
second married an Enzlish otheer, but soon cloped, and  afterwards
led an abandened life.  she was remarkable for beanty,

Two yonng men, likewise children of quadroons, were sent to Eng-
land for education.  The first, muned M., after being carefully edu-
citedd, was apprenticed to a merehuut. e went to the West Indies
at the age of twenty-one.  He showed good alilitics, and some apti-
tude for business, and being proadent and anxions to make money, he
went on steadily.  He made o sneeessful marvinge, nnd after a while
retived with a fuir income,  His character, althongh frequently guoted
amony his acguuintances as that of 0 model coloured man, does not
appear to much advantage when eontrasted with any but the most
inferior Europeans.  He 1s vain and prond ; pussionately addieted to
display and frippery, having the manuers of a French hairdresser or
man-wmilliner,—shallow i thought, aud lew in his woral standared,
but with suttivient prudence to prevent him from outraging the usages
of socicty. Like coloured men in general, he is more than half a
woman, without the tenderness and chasteness which become the
better examples of FEuropean females,  Colonred women, on the con-
trary, have the strong passions which in Europe are characteristie of
the male sex, with an amount of tact and cunning not often seen in
the Tentonie rce.

The other example of a respeetable eoloured man who received a
Enropean edueativn, in the first outset of his carver forged an aecept-
ance and decamped, leaving his father and family in great distress,
He had inspired much confidence, and had every prospeet of attaining
wealth and honour ; for he was treated as a son.  Enlisting in the
army as a private, he distinguished himselt for his bravery, and re-
turned at last, erowned with honours, to marry an heiress, and scttle
down into an idle and useless member of socicty.

He had collected about forty instances of coloured people, whose
historics he had known or ascertained, whe received every advantage
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of good European cducations. Of men, there were not more than
one ont of thirtecen who really could be ealled ereditnble members of
soclety, But of twenty-nine women, eleven mizht be considered
tolerable, and two exemplary ; but the remainder were loose eharacters,

The moral characters of coloured persons are so weank, that even
great advantages of good example, and every inducement of interest,
are insufficient to maintain them in a straight course.  With women,
this is less seen: they are not so much ealled on to nct for them-
selves ; manliness is not required, and they are more completely
under the thumb of society, add to which, they are more acute and
spirited than their brothers.

He would give one more instance of the false pride of the coloured
race. A mother, possessed of good means, sent her illegitimate danghter
to England for edueation, and when this was accomplished, came to
England to fetch her.  The danghter would not speak to her, which
s0 aftected the poor mother that she was half-witted ever afterwards,

Knowing that the Hon, James Kivk, of Tobago, had resided there
forty-two years, and is o cureful and practical naturadist, he nsked him
some questions about these people, and received the following answers,
He said that mulattoes and mnlatresses less frequently coliabited,
from motives of pride or convenience, than with either of the puternal
races, and that the number of chillren proceeding therefrom way
smaller; but that they were perfeetly fertile among themselves, and
Lwghed at the idea of their becoming extinet from lack of fecundity.
He thought the moral character of mulattoes inferior to that of either
black or white races; for he had a very bad opinion of the morals of
all West Indian coloured people.  Thus, a man might be convicted
of a notorivus crime, and be iinprisoned for years, and on his relense
be reccived into society with acclamation.  He thonght that some
negroes were capable of gequiring a great amonnt of knowledge ; but
even the most intelligent were prone to use their lewning for un-
worthy purposes, such’ as imitating the handwriting of a kind master
for the purpose of frand, Mr. Keany, the Master in Chaneery for the
Island of Tobago, gave him the same information. A low stato of
morality was apt to prevail especially amongst the Dissenters, even
when very zealous in the promulgation of their ereed, and liberal in
the support of their ministers, or in contributing to the building of
chapels ; for instance, several black brothers preferred their neigh-
bours’ wives to their own.  The black and coloured people of Tobazo
have been mostly peaceably disposed ; the few insurrections known
having been induced from Barbadoes or other neighbouring islands,
A plot was diseovered in due time, some years ago, which had for its
object the massacre of the adult male white population, and the ap-
propriation, by lottery, of the white females among the blacks. Mr.
Kirk considered the negro but a savage,—a friend when excited, and
little to be depended on even in his best moments.  He thought men
of the Governor Eyre stamp could alone successfully deal with negroes
in revolt. He mentioned, however, in extenuation of the negro cha-
racter, that his own overscer, in whom he has had great confidence
for many YOIrE, Wils a pure negro. Mr. Kirk gave him an account of
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