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would be best fitted to resist the diseases of the
MRE. DARWIN AND THE ‘ORIGIN OF SPECTES. ’ country, and this accounts for the prevalenoe of the
THE editions of Mr. Charles Darwin's ¢ Origin | dark races. This view of the origin of varieties is

of Species’ are, be says, one Italisn, one Dutch, ' quoted as an explanation of the origin of
two American, two Russian, two Freach, and | as if the negro formed a species. Dean Herbert
four German, to be immediately followed by a fifth, | held, in 1822, that species are only permanent
corrected up to the standard of the present or fifth varieties. Prof. Grant beliaved that species descend
English edition. This English edition is the tenth ' from species. And in 1831 Mr. Patrick Mathew
thousand. How many thousand copies arecontained : published the: view now: assosiated with the name
in the whole. of the eighteen editions is not etated.  of Mr. Darwin: ¢the:differences of Mr. Mathew's
Baut if the foreign editions. are as large as the Eng- | view from mine are not of. much . impostance.”
lish, thirty-six.thousand capies of this book have  ‘The Vestiges of Creation’ prepared - - ground
been distributed among: the libraries of the world.  for the analogous views of * The Origin of Species.’
If we add to this immense publicity the discussions But the merit of repetition, if any merit: there be,
on the origin of species by the preservasion of (l is all that can be claimed by Mr. Mathew, Mr.
favoured races in the struggle for.life in societies Darwin and Mr. Wallace, if, as we are .assured,
and periodioals, by tonguesand types, it willappear = Goethe, Geoffroy St.-Hilaire. and Erasmus Darwin
that an. hypothesis has commanded an .amount of , (the pnetical grandfather of Mr. Charles Darwin),
attention mever yet won by a romance. ing : in addition to Lamarck, them in announc-
for amusement s out of the'question here; and an | ing similar hm_ Respecting the views of
author receives far more and a higher kind of Lamarck, De illes. and Robinet, although the
attention who is not: merely read but is .also .dis- last two ave not. enumerated, thers. cannot: be s
cussed. | doubt. Of physiologists with known names, Prof.
Attention is-not acceptance. Many editions do Huaxley is. tge mest.notable, and he is quoted as if
not mean - real success. The book has sold;. the | hegu; the hypothesis of Mr. Patrick Mathew,

has.been talked ovc_ar;_and the circulstion and '

ussion sum up- the significance of the editions. l
Mir. Darwin prefaces bis fifth. English edition with |

which he.describes ‘‘as unproven and sorely:dam-

aged. by some of its supporters,” because, ho says,
it is: the only ome to which physiology lemds any

an essay, which: he calls ‘ An Historical Sketch of countenance.” Thirty-eight years. have gone 'b
the Recent -of Opinion on. the Origin.of ' since the hypothesis was published by Mr. Pdnci
ﬂ)oaieo,’ Jbut whioh aught to be salled, & Cellection | Mathew. Twenty 'years have elapsed :since Mr.
. Extrasts, from Aristotle to Dr. Dalton Hooker, | Darwin ‘-and ‘Mr. Wallace submitted - their- repe-
auticipatory.or oerreborative of the -hypotb;in of | tition of the view .:; M. Patrick |m§:wneo the
Natural Seleotion.. For no.account is given of any ' Linmean Society, ‘ten years since . Darwin
hestile oginions.- This fact is very significant. This | developed the view in the'first.edition of ‘The
historical sketch thus resembles the !nctonea of the i 9*!81!0( Speocies,”.and Dr. Dalton Hooker: in his
eign of Louis the Bighteenth, published aften the : introduction to the Australian Flora. . In less than
Restoration, from. which the Bepublio and the Em- ! forty years it has been egg, grub and. fly. The
pire,. Robespierre.and Bonaparte, were omitted. refutations of Cuvierand De Blaiuville, Agassin and
rsPposod, has said something ‘which warrnta tho | siwaty titimated amiwed by i+, Charicn Darein
2] . som g W WArEAR e | al inti , Omaif y Mr. es:
regoxd of his:euffrage or vote: in favour of the ! from l{hhintodmhkotch of the reeent progrees of
hypothesis. Denying adaptation and. ascribing all ' opinion-on the origin of species. In his ballot, most
things to accident, and going ‘0':" “&m ::: ' of the Noes ave left out; the- Ayes: are otl:t::rlly
front teeth made to . néed, - -more. ocounted . than
T Ariototle saym 5 AlL the purts of whole | saratiny, sad more:are o b
ppened like as if they were made for the sake of] Mn Darwin -gives a table of additions and cor-
something ; thess were preserved, baving been ' rections in.his: fifthy:edition, but not of omissiona.
appropriatelyeoustilated by an intarnalspontaneity; Vet one at least of the omissions is werthy of note.
perahod and skl porh." - Darwin thike thia | oo the o sdiion. the Fllowing b somtmens
ished-and atill perish.” Mr. in thi is ' from the ition. the wing sem :
‘a shadowing forth of natural selection,” dthougl}' “In Nerth America: the hbhqk m 1::1 :‘m by
Aristotls. is. ing. of imstruments and not of | Hearne swimming. for hours idely-open
species. -Buffon is included in.this counting of . mouth, thus catohing, almost like. a shale, {moou
heads. ‘He is said to have beem the first. author in the water. I see no difficulty.in &race of bears
of modern times who t.ma&ev}l the subject 1; s;a;:; | being rendered by nataral sd?tll"o‘l; ir;ow.::d more
hﬁ: ter buihh"mn& {he truu:f:rnm'nﬁ:n of | m.l‘t:;: mnhmn?e&m wn’;r;dmed as
not enter on the. ) P i ;
gpecies.. Now it. may-be doubted whether this ' monstrous as & whale.” In the fifth edition the
statement oonveys a .correct impression of an ' Iast sentence is-omitted, as indeed it was in prior
author: who, although he. said “it-is not im-! editions; and the omission is s peoof that the
possible” that.all species may have issued.from ’ opiniens of Mr. Darwin have fluctuated. When
a -smal number of- stocks, the effects hesawno difficulty in deriving & whale from & race
of climate, food,.and demesticity in degemerating of black bears, he seemingly held, with Lamarck,
animals, aﬁr::‘: h:st w&f “‘there is. relatively I that 'cmmm.hntl:eq b:blhhmg;oht:o:h;o;ld:on-
to. certain .:.qualitics a biaarre. variation in ap-! ginate:species; but when: he left oul -declara-
pearance. in .the eucoession of. individuals, there is ! &.. he bhad g;.om for:.doing it. In reference to
at. the same. time an-admirable comstancy appa- ' the. woodpecker, he avers in the introduction to his
mtvtil:‘ th:ienﬁrg'lpocies"; u:ldwdth:’t “?ooies | mzbgth;n.ttl:::hx:w:ouu be “pmpostuou_s.” to
are the only-beings, .perpetual, .ancient,.an - attribube its re to mere external conditions,
manent as Nature herself,”—*¢ the impring Ofel:;l . The resuls would scareely xeward the labour, else
species is. a type of which the pri oipaltuitcu‘e,i it might be shown that the-author of the fifih has
engraved -and in characters megsb_ le for ever. varied considerably from tha..g?th'or of the -first
Buffon. it was who. declared . continnous fecundity | edition of ‘The u of Species’and from the
F thi charectarieio s e faaenial orror which | Sosps-—eteg rom Larutnek o o bt
: ic is the: ntal error whic! X rom Lam an
vitiates: all the.speculations of. the .guessors, who | whilst mdm;gmgh Mr. Patrick Mathew.
fancy they have something. to say: on the originl JoEN ROBERTSON,
of species. Geoffroy St.-Hilaire, it is stated, sus-
pected.in 1706 that epecies are varioas degenerations
of thesametype, andin 1828 pubtished hisconviction
that the same forms have not been uated since Glion, Lake of Geneva, August 2, 1869.
the origin of all.¢hings; bus he did not believe that ’ THE first ascent of Mont Blanc this year has
Tie s M. Taidore Gaolroy Be. Tiiuins suys o | ponklomen bob sinie sumcpedog o sasenins o
deemed :the queetion a problem reserved entirely | Matterhorn, from the Italian side. He left Breuil
for futurity, if foturity chose to take any notice of | with three guides and a porter, slept in the hut on
it. Dr. W. C. Wells aa early as 1813, explaining | the mountain, and reached the summit the next
the dark colour of the African races, says they | morning. He intended to descend to Zermatt, but

AMONG THE MOUNTAINS.

there was too much snow on that side of the Mat-
terhorn. Last year the guides of Val Tournanche
fixed some ropes in the course of the ascent from
the Italian side, and these have now been found to
be in good condition. Such a circumstance is favour-
able to future climbers, as it shows that helps and
hand-holdings will endure the winter. AsI informed
you last year, when I sent ‘you a brief notice of
the seven or eight ascents of the mountain which
had then been made, I fully expect that the
Matterhorn will become as thorough a mountain
hobby-horse as Mont Blanc. The two huts, one on
the Italian and the other on the Swiss side, now
form half-way houses, and what with these and
fixed' ropes in" irorr rings, the great difficalties'of
the asoent are gone; nevertheless, the ascent' of the
final ridge on the Swiss side will always be a ter-
rible trial to weak nerves and feeble
A geologist, even while idling at a pension,: ma;
find curious phemomena. At Glion, I hve--diz
oovered some remarkably stristed and- polished
rooks. Ourhost is-exoava stone for & large mew
bhotel, and for the first: time for thousnds of years
the sides of the mouatain or rock that slopes-down
towsrds the lake of Geneva are laid open. Here I
saw:the removal of the mormine or débris of wn
old giacier, and undernesth this the distinctest and
most indisputable soratches on the subjacent rock.
| Phese scratches all- tend dewn 4o the lake, and on
| examinstion I find other $2aves of the: presence of
lt.‘g:‘twghcier filling up -the hollow. Around: the
they have recently had fétes of several kinds.
At Lausamme I attended the féteof the boatmen'of
the lake. Much dancing, drinking and talking
with s few flags and a greas crowd of idlers, Here
we had yesterday a. choral seciety.of amateurs from
Veveyand Lausanne, who sang- pieces from Kormer,
Mlmh-ohn, &oc. very well. The same day.the
members of a tic society dined at Twes
Avents, » capital little pension: for litarary men
with overmuch work, little money, and few wants,
Only it is always full in summer.
] A dinner was eaten at Montesux & fort;l"nghtlgo
or & singular put viz. 4o tnaugurate the garge
or.walley of the Ehndron, wherein the
and diners declared it to be equal to the of
the Trient. I; was open . before Adnm,‘ itt the
feasters thought it necessary to declare ‘it open
now.” “It is curious,” said a lady at our table to
s Swiss gentleman, “that I never heard of the
Clmudn;‘n before.” ¢ How should you, Madame,”
lied he, gravely, * since we have only inau,
r;tped it this month {” 7
Of fétes enough, but, betterstill, we have. now
religious “services on Sundays, even.in: the z08t
heathen hotels, followed someﬁ:’,u ‘by'denoes and
characters at night! In. my hotel, a good Evange-
leal Swise pastor has presched tous. I
to him she story of Shadrach, Meskach, and Acbed-
mego a8 most appropriate to the heat and the room,
the latter being quite a Nebuchadnessar’s farnace,
perhaps a little hotter. The pastor said the subject
was not Evangelical enough. He had an-odd con-
gregation ; oonsisting of two Plymouth sisters, six
Genevese. Rationalists, five Church peopls, one.In-
dependent, and three American Methodists- The
cook attended, but I think he is a Catholic, for he
gives us Kttle : meat on Fyidays: It would' be hard
to gather again such an.assemblage. J. R. L.

OUR MONETARY SYSTEM.
25, Patornoster Row, Aug. 7; 1800,

THE movement' for a decimal coinage has -hang
fire of late. Twenty yoars ago Government made
an attempt in'that direction by issuing the flarin,
value twenty-four-pence, it being the decimal of a
sovereign, or pound steeling; but. it results in &
dead lock —we cannot-decimate the florin.

After this: false move,  we should. now tryihe
other tack. Having the penny, Government cduld
very easily set: us ‘going again' by'issuing & ten-
penny piece—a silver. coin,. wei  about 78
grains. It would be useful, and, if marked on the
reverse: with the distinct: figure of an X' and'the
words ‘‘ten pence,” need never be mistaken for a
shilling, even in the dark. 8uch coin would be of
nearly identical value with the French frano, and
abroad would, no doubt, be called the English frank.
It would also reckon for two dimes in American
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