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The necessity that every one should be a lecturer is do so ; but for the comfort of those who from courtesy

not so urgent, but it is incumbent upon all who have must hear him, for the sake of those who must follow

information to impart to do it passably well,whether in him, for the sake of the reputation of an agreeable and

the society-room or college-hall. In order to accom- interesting speaker, which he may otherwise lose, let

plish the most good in doing this, it is necessary to him not say more than is necessary , that his hearers,

deliver the thoughts extemporaneously ; the mere read when he takes his seat, may rather wish that he would

ing of a written discourse is stupid in comparison to it. continue than stop. Generally our tedious brethren

A lecturer or speaker can always make himself more are not those who are our deep thinkers, and who are

interesting, can have his audience at a better advantage, really the practical men ; they seem to waste their

and can be more impressive, if he trusts rather to the powder in squibs rather than occasionally fire a

inspiration of the moment than to the careful and cannon.

cautious elaboration of his thoughts in his study.

Many a fine lecture has been ruined by a monotonous It is rather a curious fact that our profession, while

reading, and many a poor subject has been redeemed so earnestly and constantly preaching to their patients

by a well-put speech. Most, if not all, of our model the benefits growing out of rest, change of scene, and

lecturers adopt of necessity the extemporaneous plan ; pleasurable exercise, should be so neglectful of their

and despite the objection that there may be danger that own health . Medical men need relaxation as much if

the subject is not as properly studied as if the lecture not more than do the clergymen , and they should not

were written, very general satisfaction is given, and all lose any opportunity, at least once a year, of running

the real requirements of the case are met.
out of town, for a good old -fashioned rural vacation .

But to return to the necessity of being at least speak- There are too many among us who are actually below
ers if not lecturers, we are led to refer to such as do not the par of good health , whose need for just such a

expect to be professors or care about the position. As recreation is imperative. There is a necessity for such

every one cannot be a professor, it is comforting to to be shut out for a time from their little world of

think that there are some who are satisfied without the patients, to be able to sleep far away from the startling

title. Such can be as useful in their sphere as others sound of the midnight bell, and to enjoy that refreshment

who occupy the higher places; and their spheres are to which regular hours, regular meals, and regular rest

be found in our societies. There are comparatively few can alone give. We hope that many of our readers

who speak in our societies ; that is to say, there are many will be able to enjoy the tempting opportunities which

more who should . It is not because there is a lack of the present summer may afford.

ideas, but of self-confidence to deliver them ; and many

an opportunity is allowed to pass by unimproved, never The dentists of this State have reason to congratulate

perhaps to recur. themselves upon the passage of an act according to

We would advise every one for the sake of the sub- them the privilege of granting diplomas, thus making

ject, and for the sake of themselves, not to be so dere- a visible distinction between the skilled and the un

lict in the performance of a duty. It is by no means skilled practitioner. As we understand it, there is power

necessary to do more than stick to the plain facts of a granted for the formation of a State Dental Society,

case, for one may err just as much by excess as by under the same auspices as those enjoyed by the

diminution . Of the two, commend us to the man of Medical Society of the State. If such an association

few words. We deem it advisable to caution beginners be brought to life, it can count upon the hearty support

to court brevity in their remarks; for it is a strange fact, of the profession at large.

that as soon as they discover that they are possessed of

peculiar qualifications for speech -making, they seem de- Reviews and Notices of Books.

termined to ventilate their talent on every opportunity,

much to the gratification of themselves, and much to THE VARIATION OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS UNDER DOMES

the annoyance of their listeners. There is hardly a
By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A., F.R.S. , etc. Au.

society that cannot number some such among its mem
thorized edition , with a preface by Prof. Asa Gray. In

two volumes, 12mo. , with Illustrations. New York :

bers ; gentlemen who at all times, and under all circum Orange Judd & Co. , 245 Broadway.

stances, are determined to be heard, and who will not The subject treated of in the work before us is

sit down until they have satisfied themselves with some always invested with more or less interest to the

very lengthy and very tedious remarks. The conse- scientific mind. The author, although professedly wed

quence is,that much which they might say that might the very collection and discussion of the immense
ded to a theory, has done a real service to science in

be a benefit is entirely lost upon their hearers, whose numberoffacts used to substantiate his views. The

whole thoughts are directed towards the time when the theory itself, which binds all these data into a reconcil

member shall cease . able, harmonious, and ingenious speculation , rests upon

While there is sometimes danger of sayingtoo little, plants are olderand strongermarked varieties originated

an assumption that the present species of animals and

there is always danger of saying too much . Every one under a natural selection of the sorts best adapted to

who has anything to say should consider it a duty to the circumstances and condition of each place and time,
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in a way which may fairly be compared with the

development of our domesticated animals and plants Reports of Societies .

under artificial selection and care.

Domestication , according to his idea, is nothingmore

than the continuation of an experiment which Nature
NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY .

has initiated in the several species ages ago ; the
STATED MEETING, FEB. 26, 1868.

changes brought about being more or less intensified by

the increased change of climate, variety of food, cross DR. W. B. BIBBINS, PRESIDENT, in the Chair.

ing, correlation, etc., etc. The various arguments which ' DR. FINNELL presented a series of specimens removed

he brings forward are ingenious if not conclusive. The from Coroners' cases, the first four being on behalf of

subject of hereditary transmission , as well as the pecu- i Dr. J. Hamilton.

liar effects of breeding in and in , and of crossing, are ofes

pecial interest to medical men , who cannot fail to ob

tain many a useful hint regarding anomalies in nature, The first were two specimens taken from a female,

and the penalties of transgressing her laws. aged thirty -five, who for the past thirteen months had

It is written in a remarkably pleasant and entertain- been a hard drinker, and had suffered with general

ing style for a work upon such an abstruse subject. adema of the lower extremities for the last six months.

LECTURES ON ORTHOPÆDIC SURGERY, delivered at the She was found dead in her bed on the morning of the

Brooklyn Medicaland Surgical Institute. By LouisBAUER, 22dult. The post-mortem showed granular kidneys,
M.D. M. R.C.S. Eng., Prof. Anatomy and Clinical Surgery,an extremely fatty liver, and cystic disease of the ovaries.

Licentiate of the N. Y.State Medical Society,Member of She was a widow woman, and had never had any

N. Y. Pathological Society, etc., etc. Second Edition ,re- children. The appearances of the uteruswere such as

vised and augmented ,with 84 illustrations. New York : gave evidence of recent menstruation.
William Wood & Co. 1868. 8vo. pp. 336 . DR. KRACKOWIZER thought that the cyst said to be

The second edition of Dr. Bauer's published lectures ovarian , was really nothing more than a dilatation of

is a marked improvement over the first, in that the va - one portion of the Fallopian tube, its fimbriated ex

rious subjects are not only treated of more in extenso, tremity having become adherent to the ovary.

but new ones have been added. Among the latter, Dr. Mason stated that he had met with a precisely

that of hip -joint disease may be particularly mentioned. similar case in a dissecting -room subject, not long since.

The attention which he pays to the pathological anato

my of the different affections is a very commendable It

feature of the work, and is the only one upon which
The second specimen was one of mitral lesion.

sound views of treatment can be based . Although who had suffered during the past three yearswith severe
was removed from a female forty -eight years of age,

some of his views in regard to the causes of spinal and

joint diseases are those not generallyheld by authori- angina pectoris. Shedied suddenly in the street cars.
ties, still his right to differ fromtheir dicta is as well At the post-mortem examination there was found thick

supportedas the relation of a fewtypicalcases will ad- eningofthe mitral valves,and ossification of the coro
mit. In the treatment of the various deformities he is pary artery. All the other organs of the body were

healthy.
eminently rational, and when convinced of the correct
ness of hisdiagnosisastotheprecise causeofthe va- lesion (ossification of thecoronaryartery)wasthe

DR. WATTS was disposed to think that the latter

rious deformities, he is as ready to use the knife for the

correction of some as to advise mechanical appliances ring in that view , called the attentionofthemembers
cause of the angina pectoris ; and Dr. Loomis, concur

for others.

The summingup of his views in regard to diagnosis, of the Society toa case ofa similar sort, which hehad

prognosis, and treatment, in the form of axioms, is a
presented some timeago .

very useful feature of the work, and effectually lightens

that ambiguity of expression through various parts of The third specimen was also one of a heart removed

the work which is pardonable in one who has not yet from a female forty -eight years of age, who had suffered

thoroughly emancipated himself from the German with chest symptoms for several years. Death was sud
idiom .

den, and the post-mortem examination disclosed ex

Inregard to the treatment of hip disease and the tensive calcification of the aorta,with dilatation. All

use of apparatus,we are glad to see but very little space the other organs of the bodywere healthy. In that case

devoted to the discussion of the claims of the different the atheromatous degeneration began immediately above

inventors of the bip splints — a subject upon which the the aortic valves, and was found in the opening of the

profession have become heartily tired long ago. coronary artery.

The work, though small, contains much that is of real The fourth specimen showed pericardial adhesions.

value, both in a pathological and therapeutical point of No history of the case could be obtained. The man

view, and is deserving the careful study of the practical died suddenly in the street. At the post-mortem it was

discovered that he had double pleurisy, with fibro

serous effusion in the pleural cavities, to the amount of
Yellow FEVER IN THE MAURITIUS.- The Lancet says a quart in each . The pericardium was adherent to the

editorially of the prevalence of malarious fever in the entire surface of the heart. There was dilatation of the
Mauritius :

aorta, which was covered over its interual surface with

It does not say much for our humanity,nor is it very atheromatous patches. The manner of death was evi

creditable to the Government, that a colony forming dently slow, as the fibrinous clots which filled the left

part of the British dominions should have suffered from ventriclewere so intimately and intricately connected

such a disastrous epidemic without there having been with the cordæ tendineæ .

any official inquiry into all the circumstances, as we

had long ago urged, instituted by persons untrammelled

by local interests, and not by those who, with every Henext exhibited two other specimens on behalf of

desire to get at the truth, are tied and bound by insular Dr. Wooster Beach, Jr. The first of these was an aorta,

prejudices, or distracted by conflicting interests. showing three aneurismal dilatations. The deceased was

CALCIFICATION OF THE AORTA-SUDDEN DEATH.

man ,

ANEURISMAL DILATATIONS OF AORTA.


