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T0 8gx. By Chi arwin, M. A, F. R. 8, In
two volumss. Vol 1I. New York: D, Appleton
& Co. Forsala by E. B, Biith & Co.

With this volame Mr. Darwin concludes the |

work upon which he has been eo long and ear.

nestly engaged ; & work which, however great |

the differences of opinion it may excile, must
he conceded to be cne of the most thoughtinl
a8 well-as remarkab’a of the present age. The
firat volume, which has already been noticed at
gome length in these eolumas, was devoted

moatly to an  altempt  to  show by
examples, facts ard  probabifities that
InaL is nob o epecial ereation,

but iz gimply oo animal, modified by slow de-

grees, and by various causes and processes ||

extending thelr operations through long perl-
ods of time. Prominent among ihese modily-
lng causes Mr. Darwin finds “aelection in re-
lation to gex,” to the explanation and illustra-

tion of which he devotes the concluding por- |
tion of the first volnmea and all of the second. |

The doctrizeis an offshoot from the doetrine
of natural select
winiam  dialect, ihe
preservation  of  those  individaals
species who are baest :ula.pr.cd to  snr-
rounding cirenmatances. Solection  In
relation. to sex goes & step farther, and 13
based upon a claimed principle; which will be
novel to oppressed and down tredden woman,

the
ol a

tendency fo

betors held, that the man i3 what the swoman
makes him.

Mr. Darwin’s strongest’ illustrations are
taken from Lhe birds, among whom, when the
female showa her preference for a partienlarly
brilliant style of male dress; the euczeeding
generations” of male birds in'a given species

become mora and more addicied to that style, I

the cause being that from each generation the
female selects the most beautifnl specimen,

or the one most accordant to hertasto. In this
manner . Mr. Darwin  traces the origin,
growth and exiension of the peacock’s

gaudy plnmage, and, though he kardly brings

his doctrine dovrn to the test of direct applica- |

tion to mankind in its present state, he urges
very strongly ihat this sexual selection has
played a very important part 1n the trapsfor.
mation af the brate inte the hnmoen being,

To assign Mr. Da: i thele proper |
place, and to asce weight and |

their - bearing man's  hiatory, is |
a task  regmiring | foo  much | patlent B
investigation “to be atlempted” here;

the anthor’s eminence as o siudent of natural
history, the labor he has hestowed upon his

work and the modest earnestuess with which |

he nrges his opiolons—whila they cannot ex-
empt him from the jullest criticism—certainly
entitle him to that ealm examipation which
ehounld ever characte
While wa have, as before intlmated, neither

time nor inclination to enter upon this exami- |§

mation here, it may not be amiss to point out
the prineipal diffienliics in the of a
general ..adoption of Mr. Darwin’s opln-
lona. And the first- of = these s
that  the. . facts. and illustralions  ad-
duoced by BMr. Darwin to show man’s de-
geent from an animal form; seem to atop Iar
short of convietion, advancinz no farther than
tha onter wall of probability: while sthe tes-
timony of the rocks'™ pgoes very far to prove
that man has been, for ages upon ages, as dis:
tinet from the anfhropomorphous ape as he
BOW ia.

Another great difficuliy

wa '.lr'

These
views canmnot be met and conquersed by any ar-

regard to man’s origin and destiny.

goment {rom mere faets, for one of the
prju::ip.’ll strongholds of most rel lrious opln-
jong lies outside the domaln of the natural
sense and  acknowledges no  submis-
misslon to logic. There are other, and

ze the search sfter truth, |

ion, which means, in the Dar- j

|

for it teaches in sutstance, what many have |

perhape graver diffienltles to be overcome be-
fore ihe Darwinian light shall folly shine be- |

fore men, bnt the statement even
of these shows that the palhway of the|
; ; |

new idea is mol a  paved street, nor |
1

even & macadamized thoronghfare, but a rongh |
and thorny road throngh an enemy’s connlry,
Of gome of these diffienlties Mr. Darwin him-
selfgeems not unmindful, and at the close of
his work Lie defines eo well bis position with
regard to cerlain objectors, that'we give him
the privilezeof closing the discussipn in his
own words:

C

&

#The main concluslon arrived at in  this
work, namely, that man ls descended from
gome lowly organized form, will, I regret to
think, be highly distastefnl to many persons.
Bt there can hardly be a doubt that we are
descended from barbarians.  The astonish-
ment which I felt on first seeing & party of
Foeglans on a Wild and broken shore will
never be forgotten by me, for the reflection at
once rushed into my mind—such were our
ancestors, Theee men were absolutely naked,
and bedaubed With paint, their long hair was

tangled, their months frothed wilh exeitement, ||

and their expression was wild, startled and
distrustful. ‘They possessed hardly any
arts, and, like wid animals, lived
on whnt they conid cateh : they
had no government and were merciless to
everyone notof their own emall tribe, He
who has geen & pavege in his native land will
not feel much shame, if forced to acknowledge
that the blood of some more humble creatore
flowe in in hils veins,

little monkey, who braved his drended enemy
in order to save the life of his keeper; or from

that old baboon, who, descending from the

. monntaing, carried away in trinmph his young

comrade from & crowd of aztopished dops—as
from & gavage who delighis to torture his ene-
mies, offers up blc ices, practices in-
fanticide without remorse, treats his wives like
plaves, knowa no decency, and is hannted by
the grossest superstitions.”

It is time, however, to talke leave of Mr.
Darwin,snd we dosowithihe less regret, know-
ing the intelligence ot that public which will
read this book, and feeling convinced that,
whether his cooeclusionz are entirely jnstifien
are not, they foad  for the
Eind of thought which showe, a8 convineingly
a8 anything Mr. Darwin can say, how wuch
man has advanced from his original, whether
snimal or barlml'lau.'-f\:i Elye 7 (L i
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For my own part, I}
wonld as soon be dezcended from that herole

\

MR, DARWIN ON ¢ THE DESCENT
DMAN.?®

Mr. Darwin's new volumes on the ““ Descent of
Man,” which have just been published by Mr,
Murray, form another memorial of that unwearied
research and courageous, if hazardous, speculation

| to svhich science already owes so much. It is now

more than a dozen yearssince, on a certain evening,
two remarkable papers were read to the Linnman
Bociety,
of Varieties fo depart indefinitely from the
Original Type,’* and had been sent hy Mr. A, R,

Wallace from’ the Malay Archipelago. The other | vise. One monkay,
was entitled ** On the Tendency of Species to form | with brandy,
Varicties, and on the Perpetuation of Species |adds Mr.

and- Varieties by Natural Means of Selection,”
and this communication was known to be a chapter
from an unpublished book by Mr. Charles Dar-
win, In the following year this book was pub-

lished, The surprise, the opposition, the admira- | the lowest type of savage Mr.
on ; 0 Many | to be immense—greater, e
scientific men of the highest standing at once | tween Shakespeare and a microcephalons idit |

8 differenca ngil .

tion which it excited wers enormous.

gave in their ‘adhesion, more or less qualified,
to a theory which was supported by clear and

able arguments, and by a formidable array of |

facts, Other scientific men looked askance at
it; and clergymen of tho good old school
rushed forward to declare that theology was some-
how or other threatened by the destruction of the
Divine independence of species, Perhaps thelatter
may derive some consolation from the fact that
Mr, Wallace, the co-originator of the theory, is
the author of a defence of miracles against the
reasoning of Hume., Be this as it may, the new
teachingspread. Ithas been go generallyaceepted as
to become almost a commonplace. We can scarcely
recall the fact that only a few years ago a large
number of the scientific men of the country viewed
with litfle surprise Linneeus's time-honoured
declaration that genera, as well as species, were
primordial ereations. They were, of course, familiar
with Lamarclk’s theory of the transmutation of
species, and the elaborate treatises which had been
written on the fertility of hybrids, and the varia-
tions among cultivated plants and domes-
ticated animals ; but they still-clung, in the
absence of clear proof, to the prevalent notion that
the plants and animals we see around us were
lineally descended from nearly similar plants and

¢ animals, the origin of which had been a sud-

‘den and simultaneous creation.

Mr. Darwin’s
doctrine of Natuoral Selection—or, as Mr. Her-
bert Bpencer prefers  to call it, the BSur-

vival of the l"itftist-—hold]y', if not altogather };ijng read various works on the guhj’gct by o
successfully, grappled with the first problem of ' various writers, one almost feels bound fo protest ||\
against the theory that there is any affinifybe-|
tween man and the ape—as an injury donefothe |
torily explain certain strange blanks and abrupt | ape. na
We cannot enter here into even the briefest |,

physical nature, and applied a theory to the pheno-
mena of the universe, which, if it does not satisfac-

trapsitions, is in itself at least logically consis-
tent. ! B
On the points in discussion betweein M#. Dar-

The one was called ““On the Tendency |

' Then

| baboons, we are informed, are fg

OF || puysiological indications that T

| was not very far wrong, and anoty

Monlodg;
ind oy o0 A

ne brings forward the ¢ |
spondence between the ape and tfﬁﬁlﬁf ¢
them being a Statement which proves that b

15 some meaning in the schoolboy refere o
the time ‘‘ when monkeys smoked tobaegg, il

nd of hee

blunt

HTRUQE

When they drink too much, they
next morning, and relish the ju
probably the nearest approach to brandy gng doda.
water which the African experimentalist
after having becoma intox
would never touch it g e
Dstrv_,'m!: proving himsplf
many ment.i But it is in the direction o
powers and his moral sense that the impartant &
ference exista between man and the ;. -
terval between the highest type of

indeed, than that b

but he maintains that it is
in kind, but in degree. He gives a thousuyg
instances of the intellectual and emotional peeg.
liarities of the lower animals; and affords ps

amongst other thinps, some remarkable defaili ;
about the characteristics of our kinsman the|

monkey. In the Zoological Gardens he onoe saw ¢
baboon which always got into a furiousrage whe

the keeper took oufa book and began toread alou]| ' TR
| —though whether the baboon chjected ta th|"

Hm;m T

have & headay

10¢ of lemopg |

couldide. | -
gain—thyg |
WiSAr fhy|
f his mental|

brutes. Thﬁ 7
monkey gnj| 5%~ e
Darwin admig| .oit=

| sentiment of the book, or to. the pronuneiatios}”
of the keeper, we are not told. An apewhos'™
acguaintance Mr. Waterhouse was permitbed it}

and that pentlemar|™" '
deseribes, with almost a pathetic f«:p]:]ﬁ];u;;gg;J thel
which the monkey gofl

malke, sang excellently ;

accurste  manner in

through its scales, and hit the correct intervalsji: =

{ Then it is a great mistake fo suppose that thej

monkeys donot use tools, The chimpanzee crack
nuts with a stone.
the use of the lever.

The orang isacquainted wthy ===
In their wars, the baboonsfl

hurl down stones on their enemies, just like fhelbldd

Swiss mountaincers—and, by the way, any oma

who has seen a body of Swiss soldiers, will drawj:

his own conclusions, Another monkey covers hi-

[self at night with the leaves of the Pan-jicy
| danus, All this is cheering, We qguu:!g.&* {.:'E E] B,
man by the company he keeps, and somefimes

by the condition of his forefathers. We are glad

tolearn that the lower animals are so kindly, |

prudent, social, affectionats ; and, indetd, aftee

description of the picture of the rise snd progress

of man drawn by Mr. Darwin in these twof

win and his opponents, it is not our province to | Biriking volumes, nor yet of his theory on the de-

say anything controversial. Whether or
his theories are reconcilable with the prin-
ciples of Natural Theology, or with a true
view of the teachings and limits of Revelation,
are questions to which various answers have been
given, One thing is certain: false science can be
refuted only by true sciemes. Vituperation is
worse than useless; if is freason to truth to get
into a passion with error. Without entering our-
selves upon this thorny ground, we may endeavour
within such limits as our space allows to give a
brief account of Mr. Darwin’s latest book, econsi-
dered as a phenomenon in literature and a chapter
in the history of seience. The work may be divided
into two parts, though these are intimately related.
The ome contains an elaborate treatise—full of
minute and painstaking observation—on Sexual
Belection, which may be considered as supple-
mentary to the theory of Natural Selection ; the
other consists of an application of the double
theory to the question of the origin of man. TLet

us state in plain words the conclusion at which |
“ Man is descended from a

Mr. Darwin arrives.
hairy quadruped, furnished with a
pointed  ears, . probably arboreal in  its
babits, and an  inhabitant of the Old
World,” Mr. Darwin bhali apologises for
having given to his fellow-creatures a
pedigree of prodigions length, but ** nob of noble
guality.” Lady readers of his book, however,
will learn with satisfaction that they are not
necessarily related to any existing ape or
monkey. On the contrary, it is more probable
that the ancestors of the SBimian stock (for man is
supposed to have diverged from the Catarhine or
Old World division of the SBimiadse, which bestows
uponus all a pedigree extending rather beyond

tail and

| II i
| phagus!

the time of William the Conqueror) were unlike |

any man or inonkey
Bhoredifeh or the Zoological Gardens, Our pro-
genitors, we are told, probably lived in Africa,

who can now be found in |

and were distingnished by that ornament the

loss of _which received TLord Monboddo's
serious attention, The successive steps by which
Mr, Darwin reaches this climax can only be
briefly and imperfectly summarised hers. In
the first place, he studies such evidence as is found
in the bodily structure of man of his desecent from
some less highly organized form. He points out
the singular prezence of rudimentary stroctures in
man which connect the human being with many
other animals—one of these consisting of certain

a
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| and show & firm intellectual gragp of Bty | 6
| No less full of careful observation, lucid stateméh =%,

| thou

not | velopment of the intellectual and m‘aml facultics
. Of course, he getsTid ot}
| the conventional barrier eréeted befween mstal:lct‘ i
r. Herbert Spencer has cleatly |

during primeval times.

and reason, Mr. H : ety
ghown how an animal 'driven by necessiy

supply certain wants, induces in itself & Corh | =% Mg

modifieation of sbructure, which fer F
gimilar conditions. to become hereditary, 824
in its turn produces anorganic function which ?'9;3,
be attributed to instinct or any other hypothetiea!
gource, Mr. Darwin's chapters on N4t & u"
thinking animal are full of admirable ﬂlzlﬁtl'%_'f_' i
of the subjeth

= . . il |
and clear reasoning are his chapfers ont Iﬁﬁ

Belection, and the influence of thatprilnﬂlﬂﬂt v L
| the races of mankind, As for his general COREZ
| gion on the subject of the Descent o

EMu11,heﬂ1?-'
it will be unpleasant fo many PetEH
who, however, ought to reflect with Pﬂﬁ:'ut";
fashion in which man has reach b ga:*ﬁ
of the organic scale. What was 1 e
Herr Teufelsdriickh said of the a:lElEﬂ St
& glaring fiercely from under his flecce o gt
¢t Render, the Heaven-inspired malu’dmuﬂ ; S
loftiest Serene = Highness; D&Y e,
::mber-lo:;l:ed, gnow-and-rosebloom jﬂi e
worthy to glide sylphlike almost on aP;:aseu-:e-
ovest, worshippest as a I}rﬂnﬁL i 9
ally taken, 8i6 Bl
from that Ellfﬂulhﬁ:',:,.
Ahoritglna;v Antre;

It is needless to BBF, 50
| what an advance even the zlﬂiﬁlfﬂpﬂph“é'ﬂ"
| on 'the Catarhine or Old W orld Simis.

|

ticipates that

| which, indeed, symbolic
descended, like thyself,
pantled, flint-hurling

Wl
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By Charles Darwin, M.A. F.R.5.
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