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| The first volame of this leng expected work has

at length made its appearance. Itis probably des-

' | tined to exoite the most furious seientific contro-

| veray of modern times. Mankind will not surren-

) | derits descent from Adam and Eve in the Garden

of Eden without a desperate struggle. Of cource

, | in the religious aspect of the question the pewer of

; | the Creator would be as signally manifested in the

|gradual evolution of man from the lowest forms of

| ife as df the special oreation which forms the

- | sroundworkef our religious bslief. Butthe Dar-

' | winian theory necessitates a materialistic plunge

| 20 abhorrent that it will never be taken except

, | upon the clearest demonstration. There is oer-

, ‘iainly & great charm in the style of argument

which Mr. Darwin utes. The candor which he

* | :verywhere displays is, if possible, a more potent

1 | weapon tham his lozie. JIn various places he

frankly admits the difficulties whioh he hus to en-

| oounter. If a particular problem is too hard for
him he has no hesitation in confess ng the faot;
| 7et, notwiihstanding all the ingenulty whioh he
displays,. apparent that in the moet vital parts
of hig. o falls lamentably. Of couree,
one .0of'the greatest cbstacles which he has to

‘| faco™in” his demonstration is the faot that

| the fossil romnl, of those intermediate

| forms necessary for the completion of his
ohain have no whese | diccovered in any
of the stages of evoluWtion which he professes to
| have discovered. If man bo descended from the
champansee, where are those intermediate beings
which should have existed?, Mr. Darwin nowhere
pretends that man, in his present form wasevolved
| st once from the quadrumana. It must be ad-
mitted that he moeets this difficulty with a good
| deal of ingenuity, but an ingenuity at the same
| lime whioh is not suflicient to produce conviction.

He holds that the placs at whioch man firet ap-
| peared on the stage cf life was not Europe or, in

' | fact, any oivilised country, but either Africa or

) | the ialand of Burneo. Of course neither of these

, | places bas yet been geologisslly explored, and

_ | absence of the fosil remains is essily sccounted

i for. But Mr. Darwin might as well have located
the final tes: of his theory in the moon as in the

' | regions indicated. It will be a long time before

| | he can be refuted by sotual explorations in them.

) | [t is not on that line that Mr. Darwin oan be de-

foated at all, It seems to us,however, that therois

another pointin his theory which cannot be suocess-
fully evaded by & retreat to the most inaccessible
parts of the earth. Mr. Darwin eannot pre-
tend that for ages, the whole of the forces of

" | nature were diteoted to the production of a:ingle

| man by the process of evolution, Such an as-
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sumption would be fatal to his whole lelwno‘of
life. Why then are not chimpsnzees now evolvifig
men and women ? Vhy, in short, has evolutign
ocome to a stand-stili? We ought ocertainly to be
able to discover the remains of intermediate forms,
if not thoe formssthemsclves among uon(ahporvy
chimpanzees. It may be regaided ss hesard-

ous to assail his theory before his book is eom- |
pleted. Only the first volume is now before us, but |

in it the whole theory is presented. We have
man; thea the quadrumana é® his immedizte an-
oestors; then the marsapials as tho progenitors of
them; then the monotremata and from them
down to the Ascidians, which are a mere
pouch with two orifices, without the power
of motion, and deriving sustenavce from
the chance food which may float their way
In truth, Mr. Darwin may be said to have am-
bushed mankind. Lord Monboddo blurted out his
ideathat man was descended from the monkoy,
without preparation of any kind. Theworld, 8s &
eensequounce, has not yet osased laughing at hime
Mr. Darwin weat to work in a farshrewder man-
ner. His first work, on tho “Orizin of Speo'es,”
was generally received with respect. There was
no diffibulty in admitticg his generalizations ahout
begs, ants, pigeors, dogs, and animals generally.

one, however, who had studied that work
ocarefally could have been deceived as to the place
at whioh he was bouad finally to pullup. The
“Descent of Man" is nothing but the seguel to the
“Origin of Bpeocies,” yet, now that wehaveitin
black and white, most people will start baock with
horror from his comolusions. When he came to
generzlise on ourseives, s subject wits which we
are all more orle:s conversant, an entire revul-
sion is the natural comsequence. If Mr. Darwin
had even made out his case, his path in this world
weuld not be one of roses.




