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CHAPTER ON DARWIN'S DESCENT OF MAN.

et grand old book, still reverenced in
hearts and homes, we find the follow-
sooount of the creation of man : “The Lord
formed man of the dust of tho ground, and
to hig nostrils the breath of life ; and
me & living soul.”  Such is the history
owr as told us in the word of God. In
our lowliness and our tness. . We
mﬁomearth, but allied to heaven ; we
 iormed of dust, but that dust isa.nima.bedbg
Divine breath of life, Made to be lord an
of this world, man was called into exis-

ion from any of them.,
frch.ﬂu s the simple but sublime history hich

g r. Darwin is the originator, and, as
3% the principal teacher in it. He protmuc to
. man & much longer genealogy than the
ol ﬂon him. He supposes him to have de-
.. 25 lorys which came into being when life
* ‘.mﬁdnpon our planet, perhapshundreds
# 3. S000ns of years ago. From this form—no
4 r‘:& h, than lt‘:e larvad o{' t'::;l Ascidian

: i to have developed in some
+ Wyvierions manner into a fish of the Ganoid
) he advances him to an
from the amphibian to the reptile;
to the marsupial; from the
the ape; from the ape to an ape-

from the ape-like creature to man
- Mbonow erjsts, .

i

BipE

; 8suealogy, according to0.Mv. Dar-

, ::;"Mog far more endless and fabulous
And "“’Wnt which Panl warned Timothy.
M{H*M ers of this kind have tho:d na-
i in
lishad _°£tiona; they boast to have estab-
bo o their theory npon & basis whioh cannot
mi they call upon us tauntingly to

e8; their works are re

‘ school of evolution seeks to set
liﬁrhe to nature and to science. Of this’

ing from one of those lowest -

interpret or to correot our Bibles by the new
light which they have shed upon the history of
man. . C

W:“gropose, in a brief chapter, to draw
our ers’ attention to one stage—the last
one—which Mr. Darwin has given in his
account of the long descent of man. * We will
show in a plain and ular manner what
it ie which he describes as having to be
done. We will then point out the manner by
which he says it must and can only have been
acoomplished. We will then show that the very
agency which he has himself selected as effica-

| cious would actually hinder the process of evo-

lution which he sup it would effect. Our
readers will, we bhmﬂf see, even from this brief

per, how vain-glorious is the boasting of Mr.

arwin’s school of evolution. We have npt the
smallest doubt from what we know of it that it
will end in confirming the “authority. of that
Booslzh:dhich at present it claims to have su-

At the period to which we now refer, Mr.
Darwin has brought us to our last s ere we
develop into our perfect manhood. He hesi-
tates to call his extraordinary creatare man.
More than ape, or monkey, less than man in
his lowest savage condition, he calls him ape-
like, semi-human, man before he had attained
to manhood! Our early progenitors of this
period he describes as covered with hair, both
sexes having beards. Their ears he supposes
to have been pointed and capable of movement.
Their bodies were duly provided with tails,
having their proper mnnnres.' Their feet were
prebensile, 80 as to enable them to climb trees
and hold by their branches. They were arborial
in their habits, frequenting some warm, forest-
clad land, finding their food on the trees, and
’rrpending their existence among the woods.

hey were of great strength, and the males
were provided with large canine teeth, like
those of dogs, with which to defend themselves
from their enemies. In intellect they were
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little advanced beyond that of the ape tribe.
Of a moral sense, or the idea of a , they
were wholly unconscious. Such is the extra.
ordinary creature whom Mr. Darwin is tode-
velop into man. The researches of geolo
have as yet failed to discover traces of him in
the rocks. This, however, he attributes to the
imperfection of that new science. He expects,
when it examines the primeval localities of our
- race, that it will supply the present geological
gap between the ape and man. Till then, as its
existence is essential to his theory, he supposes
that it must have existed. At an evident loss
where to fix upon as the birthplace of semi-
human man, he at first selected the warm and
well wooded island of Borneo. Subsequent re-
flection, however, seems to have induced him
to alter man’s original habitat, and, if we un-
derstand him correctly, the forests of Central
Africaare the scene where the immediate proge-
nitor of now existing man first drew his breat
Into theevolution of the mental and moralqua-
lities of this creature into those which now dis-
tinguish our race we have not here time to enter.
While it lost its original instincts, it was to be-
come possessed of a reason which was to subju-
gate the world, of a moral sense which was to
introduce the novel idea of & right and a wrong,
of belief in a Supreme Being which was to raise
the thoughts from earth to heaven, of hopes and
aspirations based on this faith of an everlasting
life to be enjoyed when all those lower oreatures,
to whom yet it was itself onoe no whit superior,
were sleeping the sleep of an eternal and un-
broken death. How all this was to be accom-

Elished we have not space to tell. Wae can but |

well u‘fon the process by which Mr. Darwin
would

qualities to the form and organization
he now exists.

The principal changes to be effected are the
following. QOur g:logonitors wore to lose their
hairy covering while as yet they were nnpro-
vided with any artificial clothing to supply ite
place; they were to absorb in some way their
tails a8 not to be required in the condition to
which they were advancing ; their feet were to
lose their prehensile force, and to alter into feet
capable of walking and unsuitable to olimbing ;
they were to change the character of their food,
and to find it chiefly from the ground instesd of
from trees; they were to exchange their former
dwelling places among the branches, whether for
aesociation or for refuge, for dwelling places on
the ground, while as yet they had no tools for
building the rudest honses and no architectural
ability of the lowest kind; and, lastly, while
they were in this transition state they were to
loee their former natural weapouns of offence and
defenoe, viz., their great canine teeth, while they
were wholly unprovided with any ariificial wea-
pons in place of them, unable as yet from their
conformation to throw with any accuracy the
missiles which in the shape of stones lay at their
feet, and still exposed to the attacks of their
former enemies from whom they had hitherto
defended themselves with their teeth or from
whom they had taken refuge in the branches of
the forests. And all this c! be it remem-
bered, was not to take place rapidly, in & gene-
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evelop his arborial animal in its opbysioa.l ‘

ration, or in a dozen generations. It was,
cording to Mr. Darwin, to take place slowly;
countless generations, thousands and tens of
thousands of years were to elapso ere the sem:
human arborial creature was to be developed
into perfect man.

And how was this wonderful process tobe {-
effected ! Mainly by what Mr. in call
“natural selection.” We find, he truly o
serves, in every species of animal, in some toa
very considerable degree, under human care, ¢
capacity ?f variation, There are varielis o
colour, of strength, of speed, of beauty o
stantly occurring, which djstinguish one o i
more individuals of a species from othens @
Some of these variations would, he obeerre,
render individuals -thus distinguished bettx
able than the rest to sustain life at periods
which every now and then occur; whither
from scarcity of food, from epidemic, from the
attacks of there i o

is a
existence in which the weaker perish and tb
sfropger survive. Thus the more favourndly
distinguished individuals live to hand doms
improved race, and through such a process, &
tinued through vast ages, one species beonss |-
developed into another, the fish intoan ssg |-
bian, the semi-human ¢regture into perfect s
Natural selection, he carefully informs u, e !
jects all such variations as are unfavoursbietos |
creature in its struggle for existence, sud resis |
only such as are mgs and helps toitinswhs
struggle. ’
Now, it is for this very reason thst we sy
that if there were in natare such a powers |
natural selection js sapposed by Mr. B
be, instead of helping on his evolutionsry po
cess, it would absolutely forbid the firstsp® -
wards it, and rigorously stamp it out; frft -

very first step, and e sucoeedi:g gtep &
evolution n:gf it was v:lrtybut concluded, vk l
be, most unfavourable to the existence of the
dividuals who were being thus evalved. T
more severe the struggle for existence, thomr*
difficult to provide food oe to escape frome*
mies, exactﬁ in the degree of all such diffeel?
wo:lald Mr. ultl'win’s nnbuial selegtﬁ;n Obﬂf:
and extinguish every such variation as
oribes to be mecossary in the grest mahd
human evolution. The loss of the natanl @ |
vering of hair when unsupplied by any |
clothing would deprive those who lost it of s -
warmth which their hair supplied, and 8o #o? °
their bodily power. The ion of theirwd
would deprive them of one of the moet usell " .
struments in climbing trees, in finding food.8 :
mpin% from enemies, We know the a5
A \

put to for all these jm guch member
of the monkeg tribe as possess this nwﬂ‘
The loss of the prehensile power of their |
wonld exercise a far more injurions inflaee® .
upon them in all these re Wh!l'»i""'l '
was scarce these unhappy individaals advasdt? |

to manhood would be utterly nnable to come ,
with their leas favoured brethren who still p# :
sessed tails and prebensile feet.
descend from the trees if
starvation, they are
from whom heretofore

oscape into the trees, or
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.~ with their formidable teeth. Alas! they are
" pow unable to olimb swiftly, and they have
 lost, or nearly lost, their canine teeth. As yet
. they are not able even to walk firmly upon their
feet. Iiis quite plain that in the struggle for
existence individuals, varying as Mr, %)arwin
. makes some to vary, in order to advance them
. to perfect manhood, would and must of neces-
. aity perish long era they had reached half way
"~ cn that long march of evolution which he tells
- us they have to take. The purely arborial
~“creature, warmly clad and tailed, with prehen-
* sile feet and formidable « 2eth, would certainly
. “be the survivor in those struggles for existence
— which fake place in nature. Natural selection
~ would exterminate all such individuals as de-
- in any material degree from the original
- 4jpe. In fact, if we had ever been, as Mr. Dar-
-~ win supposes, hairy, well tailed, and arborial
. Creatures, then, by the very agency which Mr.
- quwm suggests to guide our researches into
- animal genealogy, we should have remained
~ creatares of this kind to the present day.
- . Bo convinced indeed was even Mr. Darwin
himself that the creature whom he was educa-
- ting to manhood could not exist amid a scene
¥hers he was exposed to enemies that, in the
< wrlier part of his great work on * The Descent
- of Man,” he places his habitation in the island of
- Borneo, where he would have few dangerous foes
~ tad would readily find an abundance of food.
Why he changes his birthplace from Borneo to
: we cannoi tell, but he does make this
portant change in a later fportion of his book.
; e;rov_venng reasons, we feel satisfied, com-
“pelled him to this change. But we have his
o admission that in & scene of danger his
~ @seent man conld not exist, and in the only
. Tegion where he is enabléd to place him at the
-~ @ost dangerous period of his existence, in that
Africs Ibonndinog with its terrible serpents and
& wild beasts of every description, we find the
- @eature of Mr. Darwin’s imagination placed by
- hinn the most dangerous of all imaginable
-~ 8ituations,
_We think, then, that our readers will agree
with ug that the authority of the Bible is in no
eat danger from Mr. Darwin’s theory of evo-
. Intion, It has survived much more serious at-
: :’h.nnd it will augive ‘this. Indee;lf, ;::n one
respect, the vast amount ow-
mn&nml history which Mr. Darwin
Porsesses enables us successfully to meet the
objection often made to the truth of scripture,
e it describes the various races of men
# sprung from & common progenitor—Adam.

EReckip Aimanac,

“Lond, what wilt Thon have me to do P”—Acrs ix. 8,

, Sameunto Me."—Murr. xi. 28.

And be s2id unto him, Follow Me.”—Luxe v. 97.
0 Gap, the protector of all that trust in Thee,
¥ithont Whom nothing is strong, nothing is
oly, increase and multiply upon us Thy mercy,

ou being our Ruler and Guide, we may

% pass through things temporal, that we finally
lose not, the ¢ ings eternal; grant this, O hea-
‘!m! Father, for Jesus Ohrist’s sake our Lord.
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“The effect of the words, ¢ Come unto Me,’ and
‘Follow Me,’ is very different. The effect of the
first of these words is to draw man to Christ;
the effect of the second of these words is to drive
men from Christ. Most of those who hear the
first of these words think that they obeyit—mean
to obey it—and come to Christ so far as to call
themselves Christians. Most of those who hear
the second of these words do not mean to obey
it, know that they are not obeying it—will not
follow Christ ; and the consequenceis that those
who flock to Christ when He says ‘Come unto
Me,’ desert Christ when He says  Follow Me.’
It was so in Christ’s lifetime. There never was
80 popular—there ncver was so unpopular & mi-
nistry as Christ’s. Never was there so popular
aministry. Christ was surrounded often, as He
was on the occasion spoken of in our text, by a
maultitude. They flocked and crowded round
Him. They did not give Him time to eat bread.
They did not give Him room to move. All
classes of men, high and low, rich and poor,
Pharisee and Sadducee, saint and sinner, all
thronged around Him. Even His enemies,
though they came to dispute and to cavil, could
not help coming to Christ. He drew all men
unto Him. But this was just so long as He
said ‘ Come unto Me’—so long as they heard
gmcious words proceeding out of His mouth

o long as His gracious words of love were
drawing men for what they could receive
from Him they thronged around Him; but
when He spake His other word—when He
said ‘Follow Me,’ and when He told them
what it was to follow Him—when He told
the rich man to leave his riches, when Ha
told the poor man to leave his business, when
He told the sinful man to leave his sin and bade
him follow Him—then the scene changes; the
multitude disperses ; those who came out of the
crowd to join Him go back; the very disciples
walked no longer with Him, and at last when
Christ for the last time says ‘ Follow Me’ we
know they all forsook Him and fled —went eve:
man to his home, and left Him alone—an
Christ, Who had once so many hearers and ad-
mirers, had at last not one follower. If the
multitude come together at the last, it is not to
say * Hosannah,’ but it is to say, ¢ Crucify Him!
crucify Him!" Itissostill, brethren. The gos-

el of Jesus Christ attracts and repels men, as
ghrist did. There is a wonderfully attractive

ower in the gospel of Jesus Christ. ‘I, if I be
Efted up, will draw all men unto me.’ It must
be so from the nature of the gospel. The gos-
pel of Christ has in itself that that attracts all



