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HE second volume of Mr. Darwin’s great
work on ‘The Descent of Man®’ relates
chiefly to the interesting subjeot of sexual se-
lection. He argues that the sexes have mutu-
ally » great influence on the development of
each other. The desire of the males to please
the females has produced among animals, and
especially among birds, the superior beauty of
the male ; and his superior strength, size, cour-
age, pugnacity, and his natural weapons, such
as horns and spurs, are attributed to the same
influence. Almost all male birds are extremely
pugnacious, using their beaks, wings, and legs
for fighting together. We ace this every spring
with our robins and sparrows. The smallest
of all birde—namely, the humming-bird—is
one of the most quarrelsome. Mr. Gosse de-
scribes a battle in which a pair of humming-
birds seized hold of each other's beaks, and
whirled round and round till they almost fell
to the ground; and M. Montes de Oca, in
speaking of another genus, says that two males
rarely meet without a flerce aérial encounter.
When kept in cages, * their fighting has most-
1y ended in the splitting of the tongue of one
of the two, which then surely dies from being
unable to feed.” With waders, the males of
the common water-hen, * when pairing, fight
violently for the females ; they stand nearly
upright in the water, and strike with their
feet.” Two were seen to be thus engaged for
half an hour, until one got hold of the head of
the other,(which would have been killed, had
pot the observer interfered j.the female all the
time looking on as a-quiet spectator. The
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males of an allied bird ( Gallicrex cristatus) are
one-third larger than the females, and are so
pugnacious during the breeding-scason that
they are kept by the natives of Eastern
Bengal for the
sake of fight-
ing. Various
other birds
are kept in
India for the
same purpose
—for instance,
the  bulbuls,
which ¢ fight
with great
spirit.”
The polyga-
mous ruff, of
which we give
an illustration,
is  notorious
for his extreme
pugnacity ; and
in the spring
the males,
which are
considerably
larger than the
females, con-
gregate  day
after day at a
particular spot,
where the fe-
males propose
to lay their
eggs. The fowl-

much like game-cocks,

trampled somewhat bare. Here they fight very

their beaks, and striking with their wings.
The great ruff of feathers round the neck is

then erected, and, according to Colonel Mon-
tagu, ‘‘sweeps the ground as a shield to de-
fend the more tender parts;’’ and this is the
only instance known, in the case of birds,
of any struc-
ture serving as
a shield. The
ruff of feath-
ers, however,
from its va-
ried and rich
colors, prob-
ably serves in
chief part as
an ornament.
Like most pug-
nacious birds,
theyseem
always ready
to fight, and,
when clogely
confined, often
kill each other;
but Montagu
observed that
their pugnacity
becomes great-
er during the
spring, when
the long feath-
ers on their
necks are fully
developed, and
at this period
the least move-
ment by any

seizing each other with

ers  discover one bird pro-
these spots by vokes a general
the turf being The Ruft or Macnetes Pugnax (from Brehm's ** Thierieben.") battle.
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Tue FirsT MORTGAGE Six PErR CeENT. GoLD BONDS OF THE CHESAPEAKE
AND OHi10 RAILROAD CoMPANY—of which about $6,000,000 have already been
marketed—are secured upon an East and West Trunk Lige of Road, 427 miles in
length, the greater part of which (227 milcs) is in eamning operation, and the re-
mainder rapidly building. When , it will blish a short, ical
and favorite route between tide-water navigation and the chief railroad and river
cities of the West.

B the i of through traffic between the East and West,
which this Road can d by its habl in grades,
fuel, and unfailing navigable connections, this Road must convey enormous quanti-
ties of the smelting, 1, and bi coals of the Kanawha Valley,
and the iron ores of Virginia and West Virginia, which are in demand at both ends
of the line.

The value of the property, the certainty of a large and profitable business, the
established reputation and credit of the Company, and its able and honorable man-
agement, give to these an of sup value and safety.

They may be had in Conpon or Registered form, and in denominations of

81,000, 8500, and $100.

We have prepared pamphlets, showing the agri 1, and
turing ad ges of the adj y, and the tnﬁc facilities and financial
prospects of the Road, which will be furnished on application.
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