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oal poem, concerning Violantc in the pantry,

gnawing of a mutton-bone, or remind them

how she gnawed it, how she clawed it, when

she found herself alone t All this is a direct

deceit, however, practised upon unsophisti

cated old bachelors, who, when tbey have made

the dainty creatures theirs, find out by the

butcher's book and the ocular proof what

sturdy trencher-women they have married.

Watch a healthy girl at supper, during the in

tervals of dancing : she consumes by instal

ment four times as much as her partner, and

seems, and is, none the worse for it. Our ex

perience tells us that women eat, in proportion

to their weight, as much as men, and are no

more fairies in this respect than in the matter

of weight.

Varieties.

THE reign of paper-money is now strangely

wide. Russia, Austria, Italy, France,

Spain, and the United States, six of the eight

foremost nations in the world, have a legal-

tender paper with a forced circulation. France

and Spain are affiioted by numberless local

currencies of no general acceptance. England

and Germany alone, among t lie great powers,

maintain a specie circulation, and recent events

may well suggest a doubt whether, under dis

asters as trying as those which have lately be

fallen France, they, too, would not saoriflce

their favorite theories to an apparent necessity

or a temporary expediency.

It is worth while to bear in mind that if a

person has swallowed poison, and no recog

nized antidote is at hand, the best thing to do

is to give warm or oold water as fast as possi

ble. Tepid water is the best, as that opens the

pores ot the skin, and causes vomiting, but,

if that is not at hand, do not wait, but give

cold until a physician arrives. While this will

not cure all cases of poisoning, it will cure

some, and benefit in all instances. But always

produce vomiting as soon as possible.

An Irishman was sentenced to be hanged,

and was just leaving the dock when the sher

iff called him back and asked him his age. " Is

it my age you want ? Faith and I think I am

about as ould as I iver shall be," replied the

doomed man. When the sheriff came to con

duct him to execution, and his hands had been

properly tied, he refused to walk. " Do you

think that I'll assist at my own destruction 1

Do you think I'll walk to my death ? If you

want me, you'll have to carry me 1 "

An ignorant man, unable to read or write,

has lately died in Cincinnati, leaving an estate

of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars in

steamboats and things. What a lesson this

circumstance is to those who will fritter away

their time learning to read and write, when they

might be laying up steamboats for their heirs

and assigns !

A miser, worth twenty thousand dollars,

died in Knoxville, Illinois, recently from unin

tentional generosity. He drew a check of five

hundred dollars, instead of five, to present to

a nephew, and, when he found what he had

done, he cried, " I am a ruined man ! " and died

from the effects of the shock.

Gotham Court, a building in New-York

City, two hundred and thirty-four feet long,

thirty-four feet wide, and five stories high, has

a population of two hundred and sixty fam

ilies, numbering twelve hundred and eighteen

people.

A Persian manuscript of great beauty, con

taining sixty full-page miniature illuminations,

and profusely ornamented in gold and colors in

tho highest class of ancient art, was recently

sold in London for ton hundred and twenty-

five dollars.

It is five years since nitro-glycerine came

into use. The seventeen hundred persons

whom it has killed or maimed for life, and the

millions of property which it has dostroyed,

may be styled recommendations of its effi

ciency.

Many of the Parisians made arsennls of

their houses. Abandoned flower-pots, broken

bottles, und pnving-stones, were stored in their

dwellings to be shied at the conquering Ger

mans when they should enter the city.

A sea-captain, invited to meet a committee

of a sooicty for the evangelization of Africa,

when asked " Do the subjects of the King of

Dohomev keep Sunday ? " replied : " Yes, and

every thing else they can lay hands on."

In Indianapolis a charming lady-physician

was called to administer to a gentleman down

with a fever. " You need good nursing," said

the lady. " Nurse me for fife," ropliedthe pa

tient. " I will," was the soft answer.

There are, in round numbers, about fifty-

seven miles of wooden-block pavement in

Chicago, and that city is, without doubt, the

most thoroughly-paved city of its size in the

world.

The danger of too implicitly trusting gen

eral statements or " doctrines of averages'' is

taught by experience ; and the speculations of

scholars, however ingenious, are often ex

ploded by the logic of statistics.

Punch wants to know whether the Germans

will care so much for the "Watch on the

Rhine" now that they have got the great

Strasbourg clock ; and Judy asks whether the

aforesaid watch is made of German silver.

The colored race in South Carolina is rep

resented by three Congressmen, one Lieuten

ant-Governor, eleven State Senators, eighty

State Representatives, and one Judge of the

Supreme Court.

Arrangements ore being made in Edinburgh

to celebrate the one-hundredth birthday of Sir

Walter Scott in an appropriate manner. He

was born August 13, 1771.

The whole length of the Hoosac Tunnel

now opened is thirteen thousand six hundred

and twenty-two feet, which is little moro than

half through the mountain.

Of the forty-four professorships in Harvard

University twenty-four bear the names of the

individuals who founded them, or in whose

honor they were designated.

In the five largest libraries in Paris are

contained one million four hundred and fifty

thousand volumes and eighty-seven thousand

manuscripts.

A Bostonian visiting England, a short time

ago, was inquired of in London " if the Indians

in Boston worshipped at the same churches as

the white residents 1 "

A writer in the Christian Union " fears that

the pulpit does not get its fair proportion of

the ablest men, as compared with the other

professions."

A woman in Newark, New Jersey, supports

a husband and five children on half an acre of

land by raising roots and flowers, and has pur

chased two houses with the surplus profits.

Wyoming produces quantities of precious

stones. The topaz, amethyst, agate, opal, jas

per, chalcedony, garnet, and several others,

abound there, of the very finest quality.

A California professor is writing essays on

the fly's nose. A very ticklish place to write

essays, we should say, though perhaps he

knows it.

Jasper Morgan, of Middletown, Connecti

cut, never called a doctor until he was in his

eighty-eighth year. Then he called one, and

is gathered to his fathers.

A rich old citizen of Cologne, who diod there

during last month, ordered in his will that he

should be buried in his fur coat, being probably

afraid that he should catch oold in his grave.

8winburne, the poet, although only twenty-

flvc years old, is said to look over forty. His

enemies ascribe his aged appearance to the ex

cessive use of black coffee, brandy, and opium.

The annual rent of the Fifth-Avenuo Hotel

is two hundred thousand dollars. The lessees

get back seventy-five thousand dollars from the

rent of stores.

A Philadelphia man bought an elephant at

auction, and she tore down five hundred dol

lars' worth of stable for him the first night.

" The good are taken first " does not apply

at photograph-establishments or barber-shops.

Each must take his or her turn, good or wicked.

Early in life Peter Cooper broke down in

three different kinds of business, and then

tried the manufacture of glue. That stuck.

Mr. Cobb has married Miss Webb. He

knew that they were to be joined as soon as he

spied her.

There aro six thousand and ninety manufac

turing establishments in Philadelphia accord

ing to the late census.

While gold is worth seventeen dollars per

ounce, fine blond hair readily commands twen

ty-five.

The way to treat a man of doubtful credit is

to take no note of him.

It is a mistake to suppose the sun is sup

ported in the skies by its beams.

A man who has tried it says that all the

short-cuts to wealth are overcrowded.

There are four hundred and thirty-seven

lakes in Oakland County, Michigan.

The census of Florida shows an Indian

population of two hundred and two.

There are now more than a score of repub

lics in the world.

A Chicago sausage-maker, with unusual

candor, advertises his wares as " dog cheap."

Eight of the foreign diplomats at Washing

ton are married to American wives.

Austria, according to late census returns,

has a population of 35,943,592 souls.

Among ladies of fashion in New York the

mania for skating seems to have died out.

Western adaptation of the words of the

poet : " Loathe the poor Indian."

Mr. Gladstone has reached his sixty-first

birthday. Mr. Disraeli is sixty-five.

%\t gfjustunt.

THE second volume of Mr. Darwin's great

work on " The Descent of Man " relates

chiefly to the interesting subject of sexual se

lection. He argues that the sexes have mutu

ally a great influence on the development of

each other. The desire of the males to please

the females has produced among animals, and

especially among birds, the superior beauty of

the male ; and his superior strength, size, cour

age, pugnacity, and his natural weapons, such

as horns and spurs, are attributed to the same

influence. Almost all male birds are extremely

pugnacious, using their beaks, wings, and legs

for fighting together. We see this every spring

with our robins and sparrows. The smallest

of all birds—namely, the humming-bird—is

one of the most quarrelsome. Mr. Gossc de

scribes a battle in which a pair of humming

birds seized hold of each other's beaks, and

whirled round and round till they almost fell

to the ground ; and M. Montes de Oca, in

speaking of another genus, says that two males

rarely meet without a fierce aerial encounter.

When kept in cages, " their fighting has most

ly ended in the splitting of the tongue of one

of the two, which then surely dies from being

unable to feed." With waders, tho males of

the common water-hen, " when pairing, fight

violently for the females ; they stand nearly

upright in the water, and strike with their

feet." Two were seen to be thus engaged for

half an hour, until one got hold of tho head of

the other, which would have been killed, had

not the observer interfered ; the female all the

time looking on as a quiet spectator. The



448 [April 15.MUSEUM.

males of on allied bird ( Gatticrex crutatut) arc

one-third larger than the females, and are so

pugnacious during the breeding-season that

they are kept by the natives of Eastern

Bengal for the

sake of fight

ing. Various

other birds

are kept in

India for the

Bame purpose

—for instance,

the bulbuls,

which " fight

with great

spirit."

The polyga

mous ruff, of

which we give

an illustration,

is notorious

for his extreme

pugnacity ; and

in the spring

th e males,

which are

c o n ■ i derably

larger than the

females, con

gregate day

after day at a

particular spot,

where the fe

males propose

to lay their

eggs. The fowl

ers discover

these spots by

the turf being

trampled somewhat bare. Here they fight very

much like game-cocks, seizing each other with

their beaks, and striking with their wings.

The great ruff of feathers round the neck is

The RufT or Macnates Pugnax (from Brehm'i " Thierleban.")

then erected, and, according to Colonel Mon

tagu, "sweeps the ground as a shield to de

fend the more tender parts ; " and this is the

only instance known, in the case of birds,

of any struc

ture serving as

a shield. The

ruff of feath

ers, however,

from its va

ried and rich

colors, prob

ably serves in

chief part as

an ornament.

Like most pug

nacious birds,

they seem

always ready

to fight, and,

when closely

confined, often

kill each other ;

but Montagu

observed that

their pugnacity

becomes great

er during the

spring, when

the long feath

ers on their

necks are fully

developed, and

at this period

the least move

ment by any

one bird pro

vokes a general

battle.
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HARVEY F1SK. A. S. HATCH.

Office of Firk & Hatch, Bankers, ?
No. 5 Nassau Strhet, New York, March 21, 1871. >

The First Mortgage Six Per Cent. Gold Bonds of the Chesapeake

and Ohio Railroad Company—of which about $6,000,000 have already been

marketed—are secured upon an East and West Trunk Lipe of Road, 427 miles in

length, the greater part of which (227 miles) is in earning operation, and the re

mainder rapidly building. When completed, it will establish a short, economical,

and favorite route between tide-water navigation and the chief railroad and river

cities of the West.
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which this Road can command by its unapproachable advantages in distance, grades,
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and the iron ores of Virginia and West Virginia, which are in demand at both ends
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The value of the property, the certainty of a large and profitable business, the

established reputation and credit of the Company, and its able and honorable man

agement, give to these securities an assurance of superior value and safety.

They may be had in Coupon or Registered form, and in denominations of

$lfOOO, $500, and $100.

We have prepared pamphlets, showing the agricultural, mineral, and manufac

turing advantages of the adjacent territory, and the traffic facilities and financial

prospects of the Road, which will be furnished on application.

FISK & HATCH, Financial Agents.
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