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PREFACE.

THE following pages contain rather suggested thoughts
that may fructify in other minds than distinct proposi-
tions which it is sought argumentatively to prove. In
the later years of life the intellectual vision, if often
clearer, usually grows less coufident and enterprising.
Age is content to think, where Youth would have
been anxious to demonstrate and establish ; and pro-
blems and enigmas which, at thirty, I fancied I might
be able to solve, I find, at sixty, I must be satisfied
simply to propound.

By the severer class of scientific reasoners, (if I
have any such among my readers), it will, I am
aware, be noted with disapproval that throughout
this little book there runs an undercurrent of belief in
two great doctrines, which yet I do not make the
slightest attempt to prove. I have every where, it
will be said, assumed the existence of a Creator and
a continued life beyond the grave, though I give
no reason for my faith in either ; though I obviously
do not hold those points of the Christian creed on the
ordinary Christian grounds ; and though I cannot fail
1o be conscious that these questions underlie, or inex-

A .



iv PREFACE.

tricably mingle with nearly every one of the subjects 1
have treated. I have approached, with some 'preten-
sion to philosophical investigation, a few of the enigmas
of human life, yet have deliberately evaded the two
deepest and darkest of all, and precisely the two, more-
over, whose determination can most satisfactorily solve
the rest. I admit the charge, and my defence is
simply this.

The religious views in which we have been brought
up inevitably colour to the last our tone of thought
on all cognate matters, and largely affect the manner
and direction of our approach to them, even when
every dogma of our early creed has been, if not aban-
doned, yet deprived of its dogmatic form as well as of
its original logical or authoritative basis. Not only
are doctrines often persistently retained, though the
old foundations of them have been undermined or
surrendered ; but beliefs, that have dwelt long in
the mind, leave indelible traces of their residence
years after they have been discarded and dislodged.
It would be more correct to say that they linger
with a sort of loving obstinacy in their old abode,
long after they have received formal mnotice to
quit. Their chamber is never, to the end of time,
quite swept and garnished. . The mind is never alto-
gether as if they had not been there. Whena ““yes” or
“‘no” answer is demanded to a proposition for and against
which argument and evidence seem equally balanced,
the decision is sure to be different in minds, one of
which comes new to the question while the other has
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held a pre-conceived opinion, even though on grounds
which he now recognises as erroneous or insufficient.
It was my lot to inherit from Puritan forefathers the
strongest impressions as to the great doctrines of
Rehglon at a time when the mind is'most plastic and
most tenacious of such i impressions—

¢ Wax to receive, and marble to retain,”

And though I recognise as fully as any man of science

_the hollowness of most of the foundations on which
those impressions were based, and the entire invalidity
of the tenure on which I then held them, yet I by no
means feel compelled to throw up the possession merely
because the old title deeds were full of flaws. The
existence of a wise and beneficent Creator and of a
renewed life hereafter are still to me beliefs—especially
the first—very nearly reaching the solidity of absolute
convictions. The one is almost a Certainty, the other
a solemn Hope. And it does not seem to me un-
‘philosophic te allow my contemplation of Life or my
speculaticns on the problems it presents to run in the
grooves worn in the mind by its antecedent history,
so long as no dogmatism is allowed, and no disprovable
datum is suffered for a moment to intrude.

The question—when stated with the perfect unre-
serve which alone befits it—Ilies in small compass.
Of actual knowledge we have simply nothing. Those
who believe in a Creative Spirit and Ruler of the
Universe are forced to admit that they can adduce no
proofs or arguments cogent enough to compel convic-
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tion from sincere minds constituted in another mould.
There are facts, indications, corollaries, which seem to
suggest the great inference almost irresistibly to our
minds. There are other facts, indications, corollaries,
which to other minds seem as irresistibly to negative
that inference. Data, admitted by both, appear of
very different weight to each. The difficulties in the
way of either conclusion are confessedly stupendous.
The difficulty of conceiving the eternal pre-existence
of a Personal Creator I perceive to be immense ;—the
difficulty of conceiving the origin and evolution of the
actual Universe independently of such Personal Creator
Ishould characterise as insuperable. The Positivist—
the devotee of pure Science—would simply reverse the
adjectives. We can neither of us turn the minor into
the major difficulty for the other without altering the
constitution of his intelligence. =~ He does not say,
¢ There is no God,” he merely says, “I see no pheno-
mena which irresistibly suggest one; I see many
which negative the suggestion; and I have greater
difficulty in conceiving all that the existence of such a
Being would involve than in the contrary assumption.’
I do not say, “I know there is a God ;” I only say I
observe and infer much that forces that conviction in
upon me; but I recognise that these observations and
inferences would not entitle me to demand the same
conviction from him. In fine, neither doctrine can be
proved or disproved—the votaries of neither are en-
titled to insist upon imposing their conviction upon
others, on the plea of its demonstrability. I am
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entitled, however, to retain mine as, to me, the believ-
able one. Lawyers tell us of a title that is unsaleable,
but indefeasible. Scientific men speak of *“ Provisional
Theories,” “ good working hypotheses,” and the like—
the goodness depending upon their value in explaining
and elucidating phenomena, not in their capability of
being demonstrated. There is some analogy in the
case we are considering.

Again, visible and ascertainable phenomena give no
countenance to the theory of a future or spiritual life. It
is a matter of intuitive conviction, or of deduction from
received or assumed doctrines, not of logical inference
_ from established data.* I cannot demand assent to it,

* T have discussed this question fully in the last chapter of The
Creed of Christendom. There is, however, one indication of im-
mortality which was not there dwelt upon, but which ought not to
be left out of consideration, though, of course, its value will be
very differently estimated by different minds. I refer to that
spontaneous, irresistible, and perhaps nearly universal feeling we
all experience on watching, just after death, the body of some one
we have intimately known; the conviction, I mean (a sense, a
consciousness, an impression which you have to fight against if you
wish to disbelieve or shake it off ), that the form lying there issome-
how not the Eco you have loved. It does not produce the effect
of that person’s personality. You miss the Ego, though you have
the frame. The visible Presence only makes more vivid the sense
of actual Absence. Every feature, every substance, every pheno-
menon is there—and is unchanged. You have seen the eyes as
firmly closed, the limbs as motionless, the breath almost as imper-
ceptible, the face as fixed and expressionless, before, in sleep or in
trance,—without the same peculiar sensation. The impression
made is indefinable, and is not the result of any conscious process
of thought:—that that body, quite unchanged to the eye, Is not,
and never was, your friend—the Ego you were conversant with ;
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with any justice or on any plea of cogent argument, from
a reasoner who is destitute of my intuitive conviction,
or who deems my deductions erroneous, or demurs to
the doctrines from which they flow. But, on the
other hand, since I can specify undeniable indications
which point in that direction, and difficulties which to
all appearance that hypothesis only can elucidate, and
since he can in no way demonstrate its untenability or
its contrariety with known truths, I am entitled to hold
it as to me, though not to all, the most credible belief.

These will seem to enthusiastic believers disappoint-
ing and timid positions to take up on such momentous
questions; but the most advanced positions are not
always the most tenable, and the humblest are often
the strongest. The safe position for a candid reasoner,
and the only true one, is not that which is most
menacing to his antagonist, but one from which the
holder cannot be dislodged.

that his or her individuality was not the garment before you plus
a galvanic current ; that, in fact, the EGo you knew once and seek
still was not that—is not there. And if not there, it must be elsewhere
or nowhere ;/—and *‘ nowhere” I believe modern science will not
suffer us to predicate of -either force or substance that once has
been.
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I have a word or two further to say in reference to
each of these main doctrines.

Those who cling most lovingly to faith in a future
life, and would avoid the shocks which close thought
always causes to i, will do well to guard against
every temptation to define or particularise its nature,
mode, or conditions, to realise its details or processes,
to form a distinct or plausible theory regarding it,—

" especially a local, physical, or biological one. Let it
rest in the vague, if you would have it rest unshaken.
For, while it is more than probable that our imagina-
tion is utterly incapable of picturing or conceiving, or
even conjecturing or approaching, the actual truth
about the unseen world, it is certain that our reason
will find no difficulty at all in demolishing or dis-
crediting every concrete and systematic conception we
might form. The Great Idea—fascinating and main-
tainable so long as it is suffered to remain nebulous
and un-outlined—congeals and carnalises, the moment
we endeavour to embody it, into something which is
vulnerable at every point, and which we are forced to
admit is, on one ground or another, unsustainable.

We all recognise instinctively that a semse of
identity, a conscious continuity of the Ego, is an essen-
tial element of the doctrine. A life beyond the grave,
in other worlds and under other conditions of cor-
poreal or spiritual existence, but devoid of this main
feature, would not, it is evident, answer the purposes
of the doctrine, nor fulfil those yearnings of the heart



X PREFACE.

and soul which many writers hold to be its most con-
vincing indication. Apart from this consciousness of
personal identity, a future life would be simply a new
creation,—the beings who came into existence would
be other beings, not ourselves awakened and re-
newed. The curious, but not unattractive, Pytha-
gorean theory of transmigration, reaching, as it did,
both to the future and the past, failed altogether in
this essential. It is probable that the determination
to hold fast by this essential—a determination often
half-unconscious and instinctive—fostered, if 1t did
not originate, the astonishing doctrine of the resurrec-
tion of the body, which has so strangely and thought-
lessly (like many minor dogmas) found its way into
the popular creed. The primitive parents or con-
gealers of that creed, whoever they may have been—
innocent of all science and oddly muddled in their
metaphysics, but resolute in their conviction that the
same persons who died here should be, in very deed,
the same who should rise hereafter—systematised
their anticipations into the notion that the grave
should give up its actual inmates for their ordained
transformation and their allotted fate. The current
notion of the approaching end of the world no doubt
helped to blind them to the vulnerability, and indeed
the fatal self-contradictions, of the form in which they
had embodied their faith. Of course, if they had
taken time to think, or if the Fathers of the Church
had been more given to thinking in the rigid meaning
of the word, they would have discovered that this
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special form rendered that faith absurd, indefensible,
and virtually impossible. They did not know, or they
never considered, that the buried body soon dissolves
into its elements, which in the course of generations
and centuries pass into other combinations, form
part of other living creatures, feed and constitute
countless organisations one after another; so that when
the graves are summoned “to give up the dead that
are in them,” and the sea “the dead that are in it,”
they will be called on to surrender what they no
longer possess, and what no supernal power can give
back to them. It mnever occurred to those ‘creed-.
makers, who thus took upon themselves to carnalise
an idea into a fact, that for every atom that once went
to make up the body they committed to the earth,
there would be scores of claimants before the Great
Day of account, and that even Omnipotence could
scarcely be expected to make the same component
part be in two or ten places at once. The original
human frames, therefore, could not be had when, as
supposed, they would be wanted.

Neither, apparently, did it occur to them that these
bodily shells and frames would mot be wanted.
“ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”
The perishable carcase could have no part nor lot in
the great scene then to be enacted. The perished
carcase could not be needed (like the bone “ Luz” so
queerly invented for the purpose by the later Jews) to
supply materials for “the spiritual body,” and would
not be forthcoming if it were.
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Moreover, what could such incongruous elements as .
nitrogen and phosphates, and sodium and other metallic
bases, be doing in immaterial spheres, and before the
judgment-seat of God? Tt was the soUuLS of men
that were to be the actors in that mighty Drama.
And, again, where were those souls during the
countless ages that elapse between their exit from the
mortal husk and their appearance at the final sum-
mons ? - Speculation has been busy with this problem
for long generations; has been always baffled; has
never had the sense to perceive, or the candour to
admit, that the difficulty was entirely one of its own
gratuitoﬁs creation. Still, in the orthodox creed, or
rather in popular parlance (for real belief was
“nowhere ” in the matter), the soul—which nobody
knew how, even in fancy, to dispose of in the mean-
while — was to be called up from somewhere to
re-inhabit pro hac wvice the body, which it was im-
possible that it should find, and of which it could make
no further use in a world that, in philosophical con-
ception, is spiritual, and, according to Scripture, is
prohibited to flesh and blood! Endeavour to picture
the jumble in the mind of that early Christian who
framed the conception (and had influence enough to
make after ages repeat it with a submission absolutely
servile) of a scene where decayed and dispersed gaseous
elements and atoms, collected from ages and places and
combinations, were put together once more for one
momentary function, and thereafter ——

A more thoughtful age will marvel—as the thought-
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ful of this age marvel now—that the fancy of the
primeval savage, who buries his horse and dog, and
spear and arrows, in the same grave with the departed
chief, that they may be ready for him in the unseen
hunting-grounds whither he is gone, should have been
so nearly reproduced id the creed of the most culti-
vated nation in the most civilised age that human
progress has yet reached.

Other illustrations might be given; one or two may
be just indicated here. If, as Professor Grote sug-
gests, sympathy with all other beings in the next
world will be indiscriminate and perfect, and * undis-
guisedness ” therefore inevitable and absolute, it is
difficult to see how separate entity, still more how
distinct identity, is to be secured.

“ Surely,” as the Spectator argued, “if sympathy
with all is perfect, one of the most effective links of
continuity, the limitation of sympathy, will disappear,
and the mind understanding all and sympathizing
with all equally, all the affections, as we call them,
would cease, and all the relations of humanity be
meaningless. The ancient and beautiful thought
which has cheered so many bereaved ones, that separ-
ation is only for a time, would be without object; for
though we should meet again, it would be in relations
to which the former relations would have no similarity. |
The love between parent and child, for example, so
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far as it is not the result of circumstances and
physical similarity of constitution—all which circum-
stances and similarity must cease at death—is the
product of superior sympathy, which sympathy would
be merged, lost in the universal sympathy of which
Professor Grote has spoken. It may be of course that
the earthly affections are earthly, and end with earth ;
but there is no proof of that, and no reason for a
suggestion which, besides being a melancholy one, is
an additional difficulty in the way of continuity.”

Then, again, if there be a hell to which any whom
we love are doomed, heaven can only be the place of
perfect happiness we picture it, on condition of a
narrowing, a worsening, or at all events a change, in
our affections and moral nature, so vast as to be fatal
to genuine identity.

Lastly, it would seem impossible to frame any
scheme of a future life, at once equitable and rational,
which should include all human beings and exclude
all the rest of the animal creation. Those among us
who are most really intimate with dogs, horses,
elephants, and other élite of the fauna of the world,
know that there are many animals far more richly
endowed with those intellectual and moral qualities
which are worth preserving and which imply capacity
of cultivation, than many men,—higher, richer, and,
above all, more unselfish and devoted, and therefore,
we may almost say, more Christian patures. I have
seen in the same day, brutes on the summit and men
at the foot of the Great St. Bernard, with regard to
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whom no one would hesitate to assign to the quad-
ruped the superiority in all that we desire should
live. Yet, on the other hand, where draw the line,
since admittedly the highest animals taper downwards,
by wholly inappreciable gradations, to the lowest
organisms of simply vegetable life %

Does the following suggestion by an anonymous
writer offer a way out of the difficulty %— 1 appre-
hend, that if man’s immortality be accepted as proven,
a strong presumption may be thence derived in favour
of the immortality of those creatures who attain that
moral stage whereat man becomes an immortal being.
‘What that stage may be we do not presume to guess,
but we cannot suppose the tremendous alternative of
extinction or immortality to be decided by arrival at
any arbitrary or merely physical turning-point such
as may occur at various epochs either before birth or
at the moment of birth. We must believe it to be
determined by entrance on some moral or mental
stage such as may be represented by the terms Con-
sciousness, Self-Consciousness, Intelligence, Power of
Love, or the like; by the development, in short, of
the mysterious Somewhat above the purely vegetative
or animated life for which such life is the scaffolding.
If, then (as we are wont to take for granted), a child
of some six or eighteen months old be certainly an
immortal being, it follows that the stage of develop-
ment which involves immortality must be an early one.
And if such be the case, that stage is unquestionably
attained by animals often, and by some men never.
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“T beg that it may be remarked that this argu-
ment expressly restricts itself to the case of the higher
animals, and thus escapes the objection which has
always been raised to the hypothesis of the immor-
tality of the humbler creatures, namely, that if we

" proceed a step below the human race we have no

-

right to stop short of the oyster. I merely contend
that where any animal manifestly surpasses an average
human infant in those steps of development which
can be assumed to involve existence after death, then
we are logically and religiously justified in expecting
that the Creator of both child and brute will show no
favouritism for the smooth white skin over the rough
hairy coat.”

Half the difficulties which lie in the way of believ-
ing in a Personal God as the Ruler as well as Creator
of the universe are of our own making. They are
wholly gratuitous, and arise out of the inconsiderate -
and unwarranted use of a single word—Omnipotent.
Thoughtful minds in all ages have experienced the
most painful perplexities in the attempt to reconcile
certain of the moral and physical phenomena we see
around us with the assumption of a Supreme Being at
once All-wise, All-good and Almighty. The mental -
history of mankind presents few sadder spectacles than
is afforded by the acrobatic efforts, the convulsive con-
tortions, the almost incredible feats of subtlety and
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force, performed by piety and intelligence combined in -
this self-imposed field of conflict—this torture-chamber

of the soul. Thousands have there made shipwreck

of their faith,—thousands of their truthfulness and

eandour,—thousands upon thousands of their peace -
of mind. 'When the actual facts of the moral and

the natural world came to be fully recognised and

understood, it was felt to be inconceivable how or

why Infinite Love should have created a scene of

teeming life, of which the most salient feature is -
universal conflict and universal slaughter, — every
organic being ceaselessly occupied in trampling down
or devouring its neighbour, and dependent for its own
existence upon doing this successfully. It was felt
to be equally incomprehensible that Infinite Goodness
and illimitable Power should have created a world so
rife with evil,—into which evil entered so easily, and
ruled with so predominant a sway. The origin and
meaning of evil, its whence and its why, has always
been the crux of the sincerest and profourdest thinkers
—the insoluble problem of humanity. It has scat-
tered those who have tried to master it as widely as
the fabled tower of Babel. Some it has driven into
atheism, some into Manicheism, some into denials of
the most obvious facts of life and nature ; some into be-
trayals of the most fundamental principles of morality;
some into elaborate schemes of damnation and redemp-
tion, which to unperverted minds seem almost blas-
* phemous in their audacity.

That problem 48 insoluble. Nature never truly set
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us such contradictions to reconcile. The conditions of
the real problem have been incorrectly stated. What
stateable reason, what quotable warrant, have we for
assuming that the Creator was, or that the Supreme
Being is, “ Omnipotent ?” The word originally implied
no accurate logical conception of absolute or unlimited
power ; but was used to express a relative rather than
a positive idea. It was a natural and a fitting epithet
to use towards, or of, a Being whose power, as compared
with that of man, was simply immeasurable and in-
calculable, and might therefore in ordinary parlance be
called “Infinite.” Those who first used it and those
who adopted it never thought of defining the word;
and, never straining their imagination to dream of boun-
daries or limitations, spoke easily of the boundless and
illimitable ; while the incurable vulgar disposition of
uncivilised minds to flatter the object of their worship
came in aid of the expression, till by degrees the loose
language of an age which defined (précis¢) nothing was
invested with the rigid formalism of an age which sought
to define everything, and the fine vague description of
poetic piety became the hard and therefore false dogma
of the Scholastic creed. That omnipotence, in the
precise, absolute, metaphysical meaning of the word,
should ever have been accepted as an indisputable and
essential attribute of the Deity, is one of the most
curious instances, among the many which may be
traced, of the fatal facility with which in theological
fields one age blindly, thoughtlessly, and uninquiriugly
adopts the notions of its predecessor.
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Yet do divines even now, when they give them-
selves the trouble to question their own minds on the
subject, really and in very truth attribute absolute
omnipotence to the Supreme Being ? Do they believe
that He can combine inherent contradictions ? That
He can cause two and two to make five ? That He
can enable a human creature to be in two places at the
same instant of time? If he cannot do these things
(and no one will assert that He can), then He works
and lives under limitations and condilions; and we
require no further concession than this to deprive the
problem of the existence of evil of half its gloom and
difficulty, and though not to solve it, at least to in-
dicate that it is not inherently insoluble. We have
only to. conceive the Creator, immeasurably, incal-
culably wise, beneficent and mighty—good and power-
ful to a degree which, in reference to human beings,
may fairly be called infinite ; but still “ conditioned,”—
hampered, it may be, by the attributes, qualities, imper-
fections of the material on which he had to operate;
bound possibly by laws or properties inherent in the
nature of that material ;—and we descend, so to speak,
into a breathable intellectual atmosphere at once. We
need not attempt to conjecture what those fettering
laws or attributes may be; we have only to suppose
their existence—a supposition primd facie surely more
probable than its opposite,—and it becomes possible
at once to believe in and to worship God, without
doing violence to our moral sense, or denying or dis-
torting the sorrowful facts that surround our daily life.
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THE contrast between the Ideal and the Actual of
Humanity lies as a heavy weight upon all tender and
reflective minds. Those who believe this contrast to
be designed, incurable, and eternal, are driven by
their dreary creed to despair, to sensual or semi-sensual
egotism, to religion, or that form of religion which is
very nearly irreligion. If the countless evils of life
are irremediable, or capable only of slight and casual
mitigation ; if the swarming multitudes of our race are
destined to remain almost as sinful, as ignorant, as
degraded, and as wretched as at present ; if the im-
provements that human effort can effect upon their
natures and their lot are to be as trifling as most
believe in comparison with the residue of misery and
wrong that must remain, as well as with the Possible
that may be dreamed ;—then, what is left to us but a
selfishness more or less disguised and modified accord-
ing to our several characters? The Stoic will train
himself to bear what he can,-and will leave the scene
when he can bear no longer. The cultured Epicurean
will strive to harden himself against all wariuer, keener,
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and wider sympathies, and to get what joy and smooth-
ness he can out of life without interfering too greatly
with the welfare of those around him. The meaner
and coarser Egotist will seek pleasure and shun pain,
uncontrolled even by that consideration. The Philo-
sopher will speculate, in ever-growing perplexity and
darkness, on the insoluble problem of existence, and on
the attributes and, plans of the Deity who could have
framed so strange a world, till all faith and love dies
out of his baffled intellect ; while the Religious man
—religious either by instinct or by creed—will go on
as of old, will transfer his hopes and projects to an
ideal scene elsewhere, where he can paint any picture
his fancy pleases on the canvas, and seek in a future
existence the realisation of those dreams of universal
virtue and well-being which it seems forbidden to
indulge on earth.

But this creed has always seemed to me as irra-
tional as it is sad and paralysing, and at least as
impious as it is unphilosophical. It could never have
been received as orthodox, or even as probable or
natural, if Priests had not seen fit to congeal and
stereotype into articles of faith the crude conceptions
of some vigorous minds in early times, puzzling over
the problem of life with only a few of its clearly
ascertained facts and conditions before them. Practi-
cally it is a creed which does not go very deep inte our
innermost convictions now. Virtually we give it the
lie or we tacitly ignore it every hour of our lives. Most

of us believe a vast amelioration in the condition of
.

q('
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the world to be attainable, both in moral and material
things. Many of us systematically strive for’ this
amelioration. The efforts of Government, of Legisla-
tion, of Philanthropy, of Science, are all in reality
directed to this end. We have all some ideal—
though it may be poor, near, and partial—towards
which we are pressing, and which we hope more or
less perfectly to realise. Perhaps the actual difference
between the prevalent speculative views on this subject
is that some of us are so much more sanguine than
others, Some hope only to make life tolerable ; others
trust to make it at length as perfect as in its Creator’s
original scheme they believe it was designed to be, or
to become. Some believe only that a considerable
number of human evils may be materialiy mitigated ;
others, more buoyant, have convinced themselves that,
with time, patience, and 1ntelligent exertion, every evil
not inherent in or essential to a finite existence may be
eliminated, and the yawning gulf between the Actual
and the Ideal at last bridged over.

This faith is mine. I hold it with a conviction
which I feel for scarcely any other conclusion of the
reason. It appears to me the only one compatible with
true piety—I mean with a rational conception of the
attributes of the Creator ; for I can perceive no beauty
and no religion in the notion that God placed us in
this world only that we might be for ever working for
and hankering after another. It appears to me, also
—1in spite of the clouds and darkness which are round
about ‘us—the only one which reflection and reason
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will sanction. T am not prepared to give up this life
as “ a bad job,” and to look for reward, compensation,
" virtue, and happiness solely to another. I distinctly
refuse to believe in inevitable evils. 1 recognise in
the rectification of existing wrong and the remedy of
prevailing wretchedness “ the work which is given us
to do.” For this we are to toil; and not to toil in
vain. After this we are to aspire, and not to have our
aspirations for ever mocked by the impossibility of
their final realisation—

“To seek, to find, to strive, and NoT to yield.”

v

Disease, destitution, endemic misery, certainly—sin
and suffering of nearly every sort, probably and mainly
—lie at our door, at the door of the aggregate of our
race, at that of our ancestors or at our own; and I
hold that what man has caused man may cure. Ac-
cidents and death will still remain with the natural
but unexaggerated consequences they entail But
how small a residuum should we have to trace to un~-
avoidable accidents, if we were only as wise and
strong as we might ideally become, and how little of
this residuum could fitly be called ““evil,” we can as
yet only guess. Whether Death be indeed an “evil”
we need not discuss, for Death is the very condition
of our existence here; yet, if it only took its proper
position as one among the many occurrences of life,
and only came (as in the ideal state I contemplate it
only would come) when it was due, in the fulness of
time, we should ‘be amazed to find how rarely it was
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repined at or unwelcomed, .either by the recipients or '
the spectators of the summons.

The true way to realise to our own minds the cura-
bility of all the ills which humanity, individually and
collectively, groans under, is to take them one by
one, or a few of them as samples, in a colloquial
fashion, and ask ourselves if there be any ONE which
must or need have been, which in its inception might
not have been avoided, which, in fact, is not distinctly
and indisputably traceable to our contravention
(through ignorance or wilfulness) of the laws of
Nature which lie plain (or discoverable) before us ;
the physical laws on which health depends, the moral
laws on which happiness depends, and the social and
economic laws on which plenty and comfort depend.
A very superficial survey will bring us to the con-
clusion, which the most profound investigation will
only serve to deepen into settled conviction, that the
world is so constituted that if we were consistently
intelligent and morally right we should be socially
and physically happy. We have, unquestionably, a
terrible inheritance of ancestral errors to redeem,
obstacles to_remove, mischiefs to undo; but the recu-
perative powers of nature are astonishing and nearly
inexhaustible, and we only require steadily to go
right at once and henceforth, in order ere long to
cancel the consequences of having gone wrong for such
countless generations.

The evils of our actual social condition may be
classed under three heads :—Pain and disease, desti-
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tution, and vice or crime. We believe that all three
may be, if not altogether eliminated, yet reduced to
a minimum that would be easily dealt with and easily
borne; and those will be most inclined to agree with
us who reflect first, how curiously the three causes
of our sufferings mutually aid and aggravate each
other; and secondly, with what strange, ingenious,
obstinate perversity we have long laboured—indi-
" vidually and collectively, by law and habit, by
action and by abstinence—to foster and propagate
them all.

I. Consider for a moment how vast an amount of
our personal misery, to say nothing of actual sin
and of the wretchedness which our consequent ill-
temper brings on others arises, from Dyspepsia. = Per-
haps this malady is answerable, directly or indirectly,
for more unhappiness, and does more to lower the
general tone and average of human enjoyment, than
any other. We all of us know something of it, many
of us know it well ; we can estimate in some measure
how much the cheerfulness and brightness of our daily
life is impaired by its pernicious prevalence, how it
saps good spirits, how it sours good temper. Well!
how obvious are its calises; in most instances how
possible its cure ¢ How many of us toil half our life
to earn it, begin early in its cultivation, dig for it as
for hid treasures? We generally lay the foundation
in childhood, or in our first youth, by reckless and
ignorant self-indulgence ;—the fault of parents and
teachers ~you will say, and what they could have:
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checked in time had they known and valued the laws
of physiology. True, but we ourselves are, or have
been, or will be, those very parents and teachers.
Then, do we not ourselves commit much the same
follies as our children ? Wken we eat, as we habit-
ually do, more than is good for us; when we eat, as
most of us do, what we know will disagree with us;
when the pleasures of the palate tempt us to do more
- than satisfy our hunger or recruit our strength;
when we drink alcohol, not because we need it, but
because we like it; when we take a second glass not
because a second was required, but because the first
was very good; when smoking becomes a regular
habit, instead of an occasional indulgence ; in all these
cases we are sowing seeds for an inevitable harvest,
we are diligently earning our wages and incurring a
recorded obligation. If only all wages were as well
earned, and all debts as certain to be .paid! When
we sit lazily in our arm-chair under circumstances
which indicate that we ought to be in active exercise ;
when we sit in close rooms and in a vitiated atmo-
sphere, instead of breathing the clear air of heaven ;
when we go on toiling and thinking long after our
sensations warn us that we have expended the income
and are drawing on the capital of our cerebral strength ;
whenever, in a word, we neglect the plainest physio-
logical laws {which it is difficult not to read whenever
our attention is drawn to them), then we are laying
the foundation of that functional disorder of the
digestive organs which entails so certain and so sad a
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penalty. I am sceptical about stomachic ailments
which a man has done nothing to deserve. I scarcely
believe in any which either he or his progenitors have
not worked hard to generate. I believe, moreover,
that those are few which, however induced originally,
may not be cured or kept in bounds, even after
mature age is reached, by sedulous care, scientifically
directed. We are most of us familiar with the case
of Cornaro, who, awakening at forty years of age
to the consciousness of a shattered constitution, yet
contrived, by sagacious observation and incessant
vigilance, to recover the tone of an outraged and.
enfeebled stomach, and lived in laughing comfort to
a green old age.

Again :—few maladies are more distressing, nor we
fear more upon the increase, than diseases of the heart.*

* ¢ The tendency of modern investigation into the influence of
civilization on longevity seems to show a twofold series of agencies
at work. On the one hand, sanitary improvements and the
lessened mortality from epidemics undoubtedly tend to diminish
the average death-rates ; but, on the other hand, there is practi-
cally much less improvement in total death-rates than might be
expected if these ameliorating causes were not counterbalanced by
the increasing fatality of other classes of disease, such as diseases
of the brain and heart. It is important to recognize the precise
facts. The excess may, probably, to some extent, be regarded as
an unavoidable result of the great mental strain and hurried excite-
ment of these times, in which steam and electricity mark time for
us, in an overcrowded community, where competition is carried to
the highest point, and where the struggle for existence, not to say
for intellectual and other distinction, is carried on with sleepless
and exhausting energy. But an evil recognized is sometimes half
cured ; and the intellectual classes, looking at figures such as
those Dr Quain has digplayed at his interesting Lumleian Lectures
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Nearly all these, it is now understood, where no here-
ditary predisposition is responsible, may be traced,
either to the high pressure and rapid pace of life
generally and in almost all professions, or to violent
and excessive muscular exertion in youth, such as
physiological knowlege would, if consulted, at once
condemn. Where such disorders are inherited, the
tendency may usually be traced to similar neglect of
natural laws by parents or ancestors. The same may
be said of the three terrible and allied maladies which so
extensively corrupt and undermine the health of the
English nation, make so many lives miserable, and so
many deaths premature; viz. :-—consumption, scrofula,

at the College of Physicians on Diseases of the Walls of the Heart,
may well consider the propriety of attending to the hygiene of
their lives, as well as of their houses ; and to remember that, to
enjoy and benefit by even pure air, soil, and water, they must
avoid disabling heart and brain by the incessant labours which too
often make useful lives joyless, and embitter the harvesting of the
crop which has been too diligently sown. These warning figures
tell that, during the last twenty years, the total of deaths of males
at all ages from heart-disease has increased in number from -
5,746 in 1851 to 12,428 in 1870. The percentage of dcaths from
heart-disease for 1,000 of population living was *755 between the
years 1851 and 1855; it has risen to 1:085 from 1866 to 1870.
This increase, it must be observed too, has taken place wholly in
connexion with the working years of active social life. There is
no change in the percentage of deaths from this cause in males
under 25 years of age. Between 20 and 45 years of age it has
risen from *553 to *709, and that almost exclusively in males, for
there is almost no increase in the percentage of females dying
from heart-disease during the 25 years of life from 21 to 45.
These figures convey their own lesson, and warn us to take a little
more care not to kill ourselves for the sake of living."—British
Medical Journal. .
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and gout. The predisposition to these is often, usually
perhaps, an inheritance from progenitors who have
ignored or set at naught the most obvious conditions
of hygiene, even more recklessly than we do ; but no
one who knows how latent tendencies are brought out,
and the seeds of disease fostered and matured by bad
air, unwholesome dwellings, and personal excess, will
doubt that “this man has sinned” as well as his
parents for this thing to have come upon him. The
inherited constitution is no doubt a faulty ome, but
probably the most experienced physicians will estimate
most highly how much may be done to correct and
counteract the fault by careful avoidance of all unsani-
tary conditions, by fresh air, suitable nourishment, and
habitual temperance. Three generations of wholesome
life might suffice to eliminate the ancestral poison, for
the vis medicatriz nature has wonderful efficacy when
“allowed free play; and perhaps the time may come when
the worst cases shall deem it a plain duty to curse no
future generations with the damnosa hereditas which
has caused such bitter wretchedness to themselves.

It is only now that we are beginning to realise how
vast a proportion both of our illnesses and deaths are -
due to purely and easily preventible causes, and the
knowledge has not yet fairly stirred us into action. It
is calculated—and the estimate is probably below the
truth—that in this country, 100,000 deaths annually
can be traced to zymotic diseases and epidemics, gener-
ated or propagated distinctly by foul air, defective
water, and pernicious food—-to filth, noxious gases, and
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the like—all of which originators and agencies might be
extinguished or neutralised by prompt and energetic
" obedience to well known sanitary laws. It is needless
to go into any details on so threadbare a topic. It is
certain, and will not be denied, that, for example, to
take the metropolis alone, if unwholesome overcrowd-
ing were prevented by an adequate supply of dwellings
for the poor; and if all those dwellings were well
drained and ventilated, and furnished with an' ample
supply of good water, not only might pestilences and
epidemics be almost certainly exterminated, but a
number of other evils, now acting and re-acting on
each other, would be eliminated or enormously miti-
gated. First ‘of all, the craving for strong drink, so
constantly created and stimulated almost into a passion
by breathing fetid air, would be removed, and thus
the intemperance arising from that cause would be
cured, and the destitution, brutality, crime, and sick-
ness thence arising would be subtracted from the sum
of human suffering. Next, that further amount of
drinking which is incidental to the habit among work-
ing men of frequenting public-houses because their own
houses offer them no comfortable, warm, cheerful room
to sit in, would be minimised :—and few know for how
much drunkenness this cause is indirectly, and in its
origin, answerable. Then, again, with the universal
establishment of wholesome and decent dwellings for
the poor, we should escape, not only the 20,000 or
30,000 premature deaths caused by the want of such,
and the sapped health and strength of thousands more,
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but the destitution, misery, and insufficient nourish-
ment of countless families where preventible maladies
have swept away the breadwinner, and, in consequence’
and in addition, at least one-half the pauperism which
is eating like a gangrene into the moral and material
well-being of the country. For—and this is the
encouraging feature of this matter—amendment and
reform in one point brings amendment and progress in
all others. You cannot improve dwellings without,

pro tanfo, lessening intemperance and vice; you
cannot diminish drunkenness without diminishing
pauperism and brutality, disease and death ; you can-
not give people comfortable houses, without sobriety,
health, education, virtually if not actually increased
wages, and raised moral feeling, inevitably and by a
thousand indirect channels, advancing also, and aiding
the good work in modes as yet undreamed of. Every
valuable influence put in operation is a potent ally of
every other. If a man’s or a nation’s face is once set
in the right direction and progress once commenced,

unseen influences close in on all sides, half insensibly,
to aid the onward march.

Look for a moment .very briefly, at the perverse
course we have hitherto pursued; how we have
fostered all our social maladies as it were with a sort
of co-operative zeal ; how we have taken every sore
which plagues and corrodes our body politic, and not
merely “let it alone this year and that year also,”
but “dug about and dunged it,” as if we were
determined it should bear ample fruit;—and this, not
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from viciousness, but sometimes from ignorance, some-
times from good feeling gone astray, sometimes from
selfishness and careless neglect, usually from sheer
stupidity. For generations we have seen that most
ominous of all symptoms, that most dangerous if most
natural of all tendencies in a productive and advancing
country, the concentration of the population into
great towns, without—we do not say any attempt to
control or counteract it, but—any effort, or any ade-
quate effort, to provide for it, or forestal its conse-
quences. We have scarcely dreamed of the necessity
for expanding our social garments as our social body
has grown beneath them. The same municipal govern-
ment—or rather the same municipal makeshifts and
neglect—which sufficed for the village or the country
town, we have fancied would answer for the vast
manufacturing hive. The same drainage system, the
same sort of water supply, the same hap-hazard mode
of multiplying buildings which did for a town of 5,000
inhabitants have been applied to the same town grown
to 50,000. Look at London, which needed more
care, skill, science, administrative wisdom than any
other city, and as  the seat of wealth, rank, and the
central government, might have been expected to re-
ceive more, and consider its contiivances for obtaining
gas, water, drainage ; look at its rookeries and its
alleys; its squalid dens; its mingled luxury and
destitution ; its #o government ; its provision for fire,
and against fire. :

Look at pauperism, how we have fed and fostered
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it ;—how we shrank from and spoiled and neutraliscd,
the one really scientific piece of legislation which
England can boast of, the New Poor Law as first pro-
posed ;—how we have kept up and added to those old
medisevally-conceived charities which might have been
innoxious under altogether different conditions, but
which now make mendicancy almost the most profit-
able trade a miscellaneous town population can pursue.
Consider how, when a thorough knowledge and a close
and searching investigation into every case of alleged
want, offer the only possible means of controlling
pauperism and unmasking imposture, we, in our miser-
able vestry spirit of wasteful parsimony, make all such
investigation a mockery and an impossibility by assign-
ing hundreds of families to one relieving officer and an
imbecile Board. Consider how public sympathy has
been perpetually enlisted on the wrong side by the
mingled stupidity and brutality of Boards of Guardians,
unjust alike to the ratepayer and the poor, who at the .
same moment shocked all decent feeling by the cruelty
and stinginess of their treatment of the sick and aged,
and outraged all common sense by the laxity and
feebleness of their dealing with the able-bodied in-
corrigible pauper, the systematic vagrant, and the
drunken casual. Lastly, read and think how the sin
and folly of the charitable and religious have com-
bined to convert the East End of London into about
the most unmanageable heap of squalor, destitution,
drunkenness, 1mpcsture, and artificial wretchedness
_on earth ;—and then some faint idea may be formed



REALISABLE IDEALS. 17

of how this monster evil of our country might be
got under by sound treatment, from watching how it
has been made to ﬁounsh under all this lavish and
perverse manuring. '

Again :—We have fostered our criminal population
just as we have fostered our pauper population, till
this also has become a flourishing established class, to be
numbered, not by tens but by hundreds of thousands.
For generations we have laboured with our usual in-
jurious and ever-varying perversity. There is scarcely
a single contradictory mistake that we have not com-
‘mitted. It was long before scientific inquiry and re-
flection let in any light upon the subject; and when
light dawned at last, folly and sentimentality refused
to follow the guidance of science. For generations our
punishments were so savage that juries would not
convict. Our constabulary were so scanty and ineffi-
cient that crime had practically scarcely any public
foe; and when, less than fifty years ago, something’
like an adequate police began to be set on foot, there
was an instant clamour that the liberties of the subject
were in danger. Due restraint on known and habitual
criminals is still impeded in the name of the same
much abused phrase; and burglars and felons are
allowed  to walk abroad after ‘repeated convictions
because the freedom of Englishmen is too sacred to
be touched. The most mawkish sentimentality is
suffered to prevent the infliction of the only punish-
ments which are really dreaded by the hardened and

the ruffianly, as well as those which alone could rescue
B
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and restore the incipient criminal. We will not hang
the murderer, and have only lately and gingerly
begun to flog the garotter and the mutilator; mnor
will we give adequately long terms of imprisonment
to the less atrocious and confirmed class of male-
factors. 'We persist, in spite of all warning and of all
experience, in turning loose our villains on the world,
time after time, as soon as a moderate term of deten-
tion has finished their education and defined their
future course. All who have really studied the
question teel satisfied that professional crime—and
the class that habitually live by violation of the law
—might be well-nigh exterminated by the perpetual
seclusion of the incorrigible, and by the infliction of
the special penalties which are truly deterrent. Yet
still we go on from day to day, making the criminals
as comfortable as we can, pitying them and petting
them when an opportunity occurs, raising an outcry
against any penalties which are painful ; and thinking
we have done enough, and arguing as if we had done
all we have a right to do, if we tie the hands of the
most practised robber and ruffian for a time. All
wholesomeness of notion in reference to this subject
seemed to have gone out of us, and to be replaced by
sentiment at once shallow and morbid. 'We have been
feeling towards the criminal neither as Christians, nor
as statesmen, nor as philosophers, nor even as men of
the world. 'We neither abhor him, nor cure him, nor
disarm him. We do not act either on the reformatory,
or the retributive, or the purely defensive principle,
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but on a feeble muddle of all three. So he lives, and
thrives, and multiplies ; nourished in the bosom of the
silly society on which he preys.

Consider, again, what might fairly be expected to
be the present state of the civilized world if the whole
influence of the Church had been persistently and
sagaciously directed towards the improvement of the
moral and material condition of humanity on this
earth, instead of towards the promulgation of an
astounding scheme Yor securing it against eternal tor-
ments in a future existence; if, in a word [universal,
not selfish] well-being here, instead of what is called
salvation hereafter, had been the aim and study of the
great organisation called the Church, and of the hun-
dreds of thousands of teachers, both orthodox and un-
orthodox, who for centuries have ostensibly lived and
worked for no other end. It would be rash to say
~ that, on a balance of cousiderations, the Church and
the Clergy of all denominations have in the course of
ages done more harm than good to the Christian
World ; but probably it would be rasher still to assert
the contrary. Certain it is, that in many most mate-
rial points they have worked counter to the progress of
mankind in material and social welfare, and in those
departments of moral improvement which spring
therefrom. They have inculcated almsgiving on the
rich, and (by implication, at least in the matter of
early marriages) improvidence on the poor, and have
thus been the abettors of incalculable mischief. And
they have been able to quote texts in defence of both
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misteachings. To the rich they have said, “ Give to
him that asketh of thee;” to the poor, “ Take no
thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself.”* In former days
they whetted the angry passions of men by conse-
crating them and enlisting them in the service of the
Church and are answerable for countless cruelties and
crimes, perhaps for the very worst that have disgraced
history. Something of this tendency, perhaps, still
remains, and neither charity nor education can do the
good they might, because theology stands in the way.+
The entire theory of the Church is antagonistic to any
concentrated or consistent scheme for raising the
earthly condition of the suffering masses; and if
practice in this respect has been sounder than theory,
the manifest inconsistency of the two has introduced
the further evil of a fearful and fundamental insin-

" * ¢ Apother habit of the same category is that of marrying
early and in trust. Religion has looked favourably on this habit.
¢God himself bade men be fruitful and multiply.’ Let young
. people who fall in love marry, or they may do worse. God will
provide food for the mouths he sends into the world.” Our Lord,
it is urged, exhorted his disciples to a simple dependence on the
heavenly Father who feeds the sparrows, and condemned anxious
care about the morrow. To discourage early marriages on pru-
dential grounds has been stigmatised by religious persons as a hard,
godless, immoral policy.”—Rev. Llewellyn Davies. Cont. Rev.
Jan. 1871. :
t This is the result of much thought and practical experi-
ence in a singularly careful, intelligent and pious man. “In
charity as in Education, the supreme evil is religion—not true
religion, not that love which is the fulfilling of the law—but that
vile, devil-coined counterfeit which the so-called religious world
has stamped with its hall-mark, and agrees to receive as legal tender
in place of the true metal.”—Letters of Edward Denison, p. 229,
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cerity, All this has been so well put by other writers
that I shall prefer their words to my own.

“ With regard to the influence of Christianity it
would seem that there is much exaggeration in the
views entertained upon that subject, and even a mis-
conception of its true stand-point. The recent argu-
. ments upon this subject would, in fact, have been
scarcely intelligible to the early fathers and apologists,
and if they had understood they would have rejected
them. Their conception of Christianity was that it
was a preparation for a coming age, and also for
another world, not an instrument for the improvement
of the present; and this still continues to be the
prevalent opinion among those who consider them-
gelves to be especial Christians, members of the body
and heirs of the Kingdom of Christ. To be wise, or
learned, or rich, or peaceful, or happy, was for the
individual believer rather a snare and a peril than an
advantage. The kingdom of Christ was not of this
world, and its results were not to be looked for here,
unless in so far as they were realised by faith. The
friendship of this world was enmity with God. If the
Christian found himself in harmony with circum-
stances ; if a uniform course of steady and well-directed
industry, and an unselfish regard for the rights
and feelings of others, had produced their natural
consequences of material well-being and social respect,
this .proof of confoimity to the world would at least
raise a presumption that he had, in some degree,
deserved the enmity of God; at the lowest these
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temporal blessings might induce him to rest satisfied
with his present lot, might dim the eye of faith, and
weaken the aspirations or even change the olject of
hope. These moral virtues, too, were insignificant ;
they might be splendid sins. Without faith it was
impossible to please God, and with faith all other
excellences were, at least, implicitly connected ; and
considering the utter insignificance, on the Christian
scheme, of the present life as compared with the
eternity that was to follow, no inconvenience or priva-
tion or suffering was worthy to be regarded for a
moment, if its existence removed an obstacle to the
fuller growth of the inward and spiritual life.

“To improve the moral or physical aspect of society
was, therefore, no part of the Christian scheme. That
it should, in fact, bave done so was no subject of con-
gratulation, but rather to be feared and possibly to be
regretted ; at any rate it was an absolutely insignificant
result. If one soul was lost in consequence, what would
the earthly happiness and virtue of millions weigh if
balanced against that eternal misery; and if not, what
did it matter at the best? No more than a single
smile of an infant in its cradle, procured by some
momentary pleasure, as compared with the happiness
or misery of its whole future life. There may be a
question whether this was the teaching of Jesus, but
there can be no question that this is the spirit of
orthodox Christianity.” *

* The Jesus of History, p. 18, by Sir R. D. Hanson, Chief Justice
of South Australia.
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Another writer observes :—

“In our perplexity we naturally direct our atten-
tion first to the Church, which we have been taught
to look up to as our guide and instructor in all our
most important concerns. What has been its action
on the progress of the world and the happiness of man-
kind ? Startling as the avowal must appear, we can
hardly help arriving at the conclusion that the Church
has been rather a hindrance than a helper in the great
business of humanity; and that she is in a great
degree responsible for the fact that so small progress

~ has been made.

“ Unhappily, the theory on which the Church pro-
ceeds is calculated rather to impede than to promote
man’s happiness and well-being in this world. It
assumes that this world is a fallen world, and man’s
position in it merely a state of preparation for another
and better state of existence ; that man’s happiness
here is a matter comparatively of little moment, and
that his main business on earth is to qualify himself for
happiness in that future state. ..

“To employ the faculties that God has given us in
endeavouring to discover His laws as displayed in His
works, and to do His will by devoting all our energies
to improve the condition of mankind and to alleviate
the misery so prevalent in the world, and which
mainly arises from ignorance or neglect of those laws;
to endeavour by honest labour to raise ourselves in the
scale of society—this, it is said, although it may be
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conducive to man’s happiness and well-being here, is
not the way to, prepare for a future life. We are to
renounce this world—to lay up no treasures here.
Riches are the root of evil; the elements of progress
and civilisation are matters of secondary moment. Our
task here is to endeavour, by patience, humility, repen-
tance, faith in the Redegmer, and through the efficacy
of the Sacraments of the Church, to secure eternal
happiness in Heaven. This is the assumption of the
Church. If it be correct, the more zealous the clergy
are, and the more faithful in the discharge of their
duties, the more will they endeavour to withdraw
attention from what concerns the temporal interests of
those committed to their charge, in order to fix it the
more steadily on that which alone, if the Church’s
theory be true, is of real worth—the securing of their
happiness in a future life.

« It may perhaps be said that though this is the
theory of the Church, yet, in practice, it does not dis-
courage a reasonable attention to the affairs of this
world, and it is true that there is a great deal of in-
consistency between the theory and the practice of the
Church. The clergy do not themselves practise, nor
do they expect their hearers to practise, all that the
theory of the Church requires them to profess. There
is a great deal of conventional insincerity ; but this
very insincerity is one of the serious evils arising out
of the artificial system with which the Church is en-
cumbered. It goes far to explain the discredit into
which the Church has fallen, with the working classes
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especially, and the powerlessness of the clergy to make
any impression by their teaching.” *

Once more :—

“ As regards human life in general, it may be said
that the industrial theory of it has been treated for the
most part as a rival, if not as an enemy, by theological
interests. The old traditional teaching of the Church
represented it as the business of the Christian to pre-
pare himself for the life to come. The things of this
life were snares which he ought, as far as possible, to
shun. The love of money was the root of all evil ; it
was extremely difficult for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of heaven. The man who accumulated wealth
was & fool not to remember that at any moment his soul
might be required of him, Medieval theology, in an
uncompromising spirit, asserted the superior credit and
reasonableness of a simple ascetic life. It was better
that a man should renounce wealth, marriage, comfort,
should withdraw himself from the occupations and
interests of secular society, and devote himself wholly
to the pursuit of salvation. Protestantism recoiled
from such a condemnation of the present world, and its
trumpet has given an uncertain sound on this question.
But its attitude towards industrialism and secular civi-
lization has been generally that of toleration and com-
promise. Its theology has recommended detachment
from the world in the interest of the soul and its salva-
tion. Life is still pictured as a pilgrimage through a

* The Problem of the World and the Church: by a Septuagen-
arian, p. 7.
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trying wilderness to Paradise. But for various reasons
of necessity and expediency Christians may accommo-
date themselves innocently and judiciously to the
exigencies of this world. Making money is a thing of
the earth, earthy; but money is a powerful instru-
ment, and true Christians will not forego the oppor-
tunities it gives for promoting the cause of religion.” *

It will be admitted at once, that in all the matters
above referred to we shall see our blunders, and sooner
or later rectify them, and that a vast improvement in
the general aspect of social life will be the result. But
it may be objected—and the objection indisputably
expresses the general sentiment—after all, even when
we have come to discern what is wise and right, and to
understand thoroughly the unswerving laws which deter-
mine political and individual well-being, and estimate
adequately the consequences of their neglect or violation,
the old, eternal, insuperable difficulty will remain to
confront and dishearten us. Our passions will be still
in the ascendant, speaking'in a louder tone than either
interest or duty, and diverting both personal and col-
lective action from that course which alone could realise
our visions of attainable good. The ineradicable sel-
fishness of man; the ambition of individuals, of nations,
of rulers; the sexual passion (perhaps the most dis-
turbing and unruly of all) will continue to lay waste your
ideal future as they have laid waste the melancholy past.

It may be so. But there are three sets of con-

* Rev. Llewellyn Davies. Cont. Rev. Jan., 187}
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siderations which point to a more hopeful issue :—the
inevitably vast change which cannot fail to ensue when
all the countless influences with hitherto have been
working perversely in a wrong direction shall turn
their combined forces the other way ; the reciprocally
re-acting and cumulative operation of each step in
the right course:—and the illimitable generations and
ages which yet lie before humanity ere the goal be
reached. Our present condition no doubt is discourag-
ing enough ; we have been sailing for centuries on a
wrong tack ; but we are beginning, though only just
- beginning, to put about the ship. What may we not
rationally hope for, when the condition of the masses
shall receive that concentrated and urgent attention
which bas hitherto been directed, permanently if not
.exclusively, to furthering the interests of more favoured
ranks ? What, when charity, which for centuries has
been doing mischief, shall begin to do good? What,
when the countless pulpits that, so far back as history
can 1each, bave been preaching Catholicism, Anglican-
ism, Presbyterianism, Calvinism, Wesleyanism, shall
set to work to preach Christianity at last? Do we
ever even approach to a due estimate of the degree in
which every stronghold-of vice or folly overthrown
exposes, weakens, and undermines every other;—of
the extent to which every improvement social, moral,
or material, makes every other easier ;—of the count-
less ways in which physical reform re-acts on intel-
lectual and ethical progress?

‘What a gradual transformation—transformation al-
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most reaching to transfiguration—will not steal over
the aspect of civilised communities when, by a few
generations, during which Hygienic science and sense
shall have been in the ascendant, the restored health
of mankind shall have corrected the morbid exaggera~
_tion of our appetites ;—when the more questionable
instincts and passions, less and less exercised and
stimulated for centuries, shall have faded into com-
parative quiescence ;—when the disordered constitu-
tions, whether diseased, criminal, or defective, which
now spread and propagate so much moral mischief,
shall have been eliminated ;—when sounder systems
- of education shall bave prevented the too early awaken-
ing of natural desires ;—when more rational because
higher and soberer notions of what is needful and
desirable in social life, a lower standard of expenditure,
wiser simplicity in living, shall have rendered the legiti-
mate gratification of those desires more easy ;—when
little in comparison shall be needed for a happy home,
and that little shall have become generally attainable
by frugality, sobriety, and toil 2* It surely is not too

* Reflect for a moment on these two examples, applicable to
different classes. The (secondary) causes and encouragements of
intemperance are bad air and unwholesome diet, sometimes s bad
constitution, which create a craving for drink; bad company, which
tempts to it ; undue facilities, which conduce to it; adulteration of
liquors, which exasperates their pernicious influences; squalid
homes, which drive men forth for cheerfulness; and the want of
other comfortable places of resort, which leaves them no refuge
but the publican's parlour. What, again, are the consequences of
intemperance? Poverty, squalid homes, brutality, crime, and the
transmission of vitiated constitutions, Who can say that all these
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Utopian to fancy that our children or our grand-
children at least may see a civil state in which wise
and effective legislation, backed by adequate admini-
stration, shall have made all violation of law—all
habitual crime—obviously, inevitably, and instantly a
losing game, and therefore an extinct profession ; when
property shall be respected and not coveted, because
possessed or attainable by all; when the distribution
of wealth shall receive both from the Statesman and
the Economist, that sedulous attention which is now
conf:entrated exclusively on its acquisition ; and when,

are not preventible? Sound administration might prevent the
bad air of unventilated dwellings, the undue multiplication and
constant accessibility of gin and beer shops, and the poisoning of

- wholesome drink. Sound charity might establish, or promote the
establishment of workmen’s clubs, as rival scenes of cheerfulness
and comfort. These, in time, would enormously reduce destitution,
and render home more home-like; and brutality, crime, and
vitiated constitutions would naturally diminish pari passu, till
the residuum would become so small in amount that it could be
easily dealt with. For let us never forget that it is the magnitude
and extent of our social evils that render them so hopeless and
unmanageable.

Then, again, look at that sad blot upon our civilisation which
we have got to call THE Social Evil, par excellence. What are its
secondary causes? The early awakening of desire by our vicious
and careless system of education ; our vast population of idle men,
whose passions are never sobered by the sanitary blessing of severe
toil, and to hundreds of thousands of whom (soldiers and sailors)
‘celibacy is a necessary condition; our want of adequate training
and diffused information and legislative and administrative facilities,
which prevent those for whom there is no adequate opening to
employment and success here from seeking it abroad ; our self-in-
dulgence and intemperate habits, which waste the earnings that,
well husbanded, might have provided means for an early marriage
and a happy horne ; the wretched notions of luxury which prevail



30 ENIGMAS OY LIFE.

though relative poverty may still remain, actual and
unmerited destitution shall everywhere be as com-
pletely eliminated as it has been already in one or
two fortunate and limited communities. Few pro-
bably have at all realised how near the possibility at
least of this corsummation may be. An intellectual
and moral change—both within moderate and attain-
able limits—and the adequate and feasible education
of all classes, would bring it about in a single genera-

through so many strata of society, and frighten away men and
women alike from a blended life that would entail frugality and
self-denial ; the number of women whom our blunders and false
notions make redundant, and the yet greater number whom they
make destitute and dependent ; and, finally, our utterly unsound
moral perceptions on this matter. The working of the social evil
is simply and obviously to aggravate all these things. But is it
quite hopeless to amend our education? Is not the probable ten-
dency of events to diminish the number of mere fruges consumere
nati by a fairer distribution of wealth ; and may we not hope that
we are looking, if not actually marching, towards a sounder public
opinion that will render idleness and dissipation discreditable? Is
it utterly irrational to anticipate the day when the cessation of
wars will disband armies, or convert them into a mere police force,
to the members of which domestic life will be no impossibility ?
Are we not already here and there beginning to perceive that large
means are not absolutely essential to a comfortable and even re-
fined menage? And the moment simplicity and frugality of living
become fashionable, creditable, or even moderately general, at
that moment it will become ‘easy, and comparatively early marriages
will be feasible without imprudence. When this is achieved,
voluntary celibacy will become discreditable, redundant women
will be absorbed, and those whose poverty places them now at the
mercy of the tempter will become fewer and fewer as the other
social improvements which we anticipate begin to operate, and the
premature deaths of the bread-winners disappear before sanified
cities and vanishing intemperance.
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tion. If our working men were as hardy, enduring,
and ambitious as the better specimens of the Scotch
peasantry, and valued instruction as much, and if they
were as frugal, managing, and saving as the French
peasantry, the work would be very near completion,
If any doubt this, let them carefully ponder the lessons
taught experimentally in such narratives as the
Memoirs of William and Robert Chambers, and
Somerville’s 4 utobiography of a Working Man, and
the facts set forth in The Proletariat on a False
+8cent (Quarterly Review, Jan. 1872), and they will
doubt no longer.

It may sound romantic, at the end of a decade
which has witnessed perhaps the two most fierce and
sanguinary wars in the world’s history, to hope that
this wretched and clumsy mode of settling national
quarrels will ere long be obsolete ; but no one can
doubt that the commencement of wiser estimates of
national interests and needs, the growing devastation
and slaughter of modern wars, the increased range and
power of implements of destruction which, as they are
employable by all combatants, will grow tvo tremendous
to be employed by any, and the increasing horror with
which a cultivated age cannot avoid regarding such
scenes, are all clear, if feeble and inchoate, indicatious
. of a tendency towards this blessed consummation.

Europe and England of to-day, and America as
well, it is too true, offer many features calculated to
try severely our faith that the face of the civilised
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world is set towards a better day. Nous avons les
defauts de mos qualites. Our growing tenderness to
suffering is accompanied with a corresponding gentle-
ness towards wrong.* Our morality grows laxer as

* The following extracts are from one of the most remarkable
and suggestive articles I remember to have read, as well as the
most beautiful in its turn of thought and power of expression : —

“ There is the profoundest danger of the collapse of that highest
personal life the glory of which has been shown us, before the
confusion of the half lights and half shadows of the new era.
Complexity of every kind is the great condition of the new life,—
shades of thought too complex to yield up definite opinions,—
shades of moral obligation too complex to yield up definive axioms
of duty,—shades of insight too various to yield up definite sen-
tences of approval or condemnation for the actions of others. On
all subjects not strictly scientific, on all those mental and moral
questions which determine conduct and action, the growing sense
of complexity and difficulty is rapidly producing a relaxing effect
upon the force of individual character. In some sense men are
blinded by excess of light. The simple old moral law, ‘Thou
shalt not kill} ¢Thou shalt not steal,’ ¢ Thou shalt not commit
adultery,” ¢ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s goods,’ is apt to
lose half its meaning before multitudes of distinctions which
gradually shade off forbidden acts into the most praiseworthy and
delicate sentiments, and leave you wondering where the spmt of
the law ends and the letter begins.”

o There is, at all event.s, an immense growth of this spirit, not
amongst those who have most hardship and suffering, but who
have least,—amongst those who have chiefly reaped the advan-
tages of the new sciences and arts in easy life, pleasant tastes,
languid hopes, and feeble faiths. The fear is, that if civilization

_succeeds,—and we trust it will succeed,—in raising the wass of
men to the same level of comparatively satisfied material and
intellectual wants, there will be the same disposition to subside
into the limited life of small attainable enjoymeuts, and to let
alone the struggles for perfect freedom and perfect life in God.
If it were true that with the beating back of great physical wants,
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our hearts grow softer., We are nearly as charitable
to the sinner as to the sufferer. We condemn nothing
very bitterly. We punish nothing very severely.
We scarcely regard anything as wicked which is not
cruel. Our social atmosphere is thick and hazy with
insincerities and unrealities. We bow down before
false gods and we profess ignoble creeds; and, what
is almost worse, we neither heartily worship the one
nor honestly believe the other. We are not exactly
bad, but neither are we strong nor true. The religion
we profess has for one of its most significant and
salient features the denunciation of wealth as a trust
or a pursuit ;—Christianity condemns riches and the
love of riches as a snare, a danger, and almost a sin ;
and even Pagan-nurtured sages and statesmen are
never weary of pointing out how this disastrous
passion vitiates all our estimates of life and its enjoy-
ments, and fosters and exasperates all our social *sores,
Yet in England and America, perhaps the two most
sincerely Christian nations in the world,—one, the

the deepest hunger of human nature is to be laid to sleep, and life
‘to be frittered away in small enjoyments, no one could look upon
human destiny without a sigh.

¢ Perhaps it may be thought almost an answer to this fear to
point out that with the growth of the self-indulgent spirit there is
very apt to grow also a very strong féeling of the worthlessness of
life,—a feeling that nothing enjoyed is worth the cost of obtaining
" it, that life itself is a doubtful good, that the spring and elasticity
of youth once over, and the sense of duty smoth.red in a sea of
speculative doubt, it is rather from indolence than from love of
life, that men prolong the dreary monotony of unsolved problems
and ungranted prayers.”—Spectator, Oct. 19, 1867.

C
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cradle, the other the offspring, of Puritanism—the
pursuit nearest to a universal one, the passion likest
to a national one, is money-getting ;—not the effort
after competence or comfort, but the pushing, jostling,
trampling struggle for vast possessions or redundant
affluence. Yet already we faucy we can see traces,
not so much of positive reaction against these things,
as of that sounder perception and that sick discontent
even in success which precede reaction. Progress,
too, is always fitful, and the errors and backslidings
we see around us now may be merely the casual ebb
of the advancing wave. “Time is on our side.” We
look to advance by slow accretions. We calculate on
eras almost geological in their duration before the full
attainment of an ideal life on earth. The moral
sense will have to be strengthened and purified by
long centuries of increasing good before it can do its
perfect work. But what are centuries in the life-
time of a Race? They are less than as many minutes
of individual duration. “La Providence a ses aises
dans le temps ; elle fait un pas, et des siécles se trou-
vent écoulés”* God, who spent ages in fitting the
earth for the residence of man, may well spend ages more
in fitting rectified man to inhabit a renovated earth.
There are, however, a few recollections and reflec-
tions which justify a fancy that possibly our steps
forward may ere long be incomparably more rapid
than is here supposed. The possibilities of human
progress—what Humanity might achieve if ite known

* Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation,
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powers were steadily applied in a determinate and
already indicated direction—are simply incalculable.
Its actualities even—historically recorded or daily wit-
nessed—are startling enough. Our eras of advance
have been short and fitful; but they have been
wonderful while they lasted, and we can assign no
reason why they meed have ceased. Look back two
and twenty centuries. In about two hundred years
the Athenians raised themselves from the conditions
of a rude and scarcely civilised people to the highest
summit which any nation has yet reached—the cul-
minating point of human intelligence.* Conceive that
rate of progress continued insteud of stopping short,
and applied to all departments of man’s capacities and
wants instead of to a few only, and what might our
Race not have been now ? ‘

Again, few phenomena are more remarkable, yet
few have been less remarked, than the degree in which
material civilization,—the progress of maukind in all
those contrivances which oil the wheels and promote
the comfort of daily life,—has been concentrated into
the present century. It is not too much to say that
in these respects more has been done, richer and’ more
prolific discoveries have been made, grander achieve-

* The summit was attained in the days of Pericles, B.c. 450.
Grote considers that the real histcry of Greece began only in B.c.
776. The Archonship of Kreon, with whom commences the
authentic chronology of Athens, dates B.c. 683; but the real pro-
gress of Athens is comprised between the time of Solon (594) or
that of Pisistratus (560), and that of Pericles (450),—scarcely more
than three generations. The grandfather was born in a rude age; the
grandson or great grandson flourished in the acme of civilisation,
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ments have been realized, in the course of the fifty or
seventy years of our own life-time than in all the pre-
vious life-time of the race, since states, nations, and
politics, such as history makes us acquainted with,
have had their being. In some points, no doubt, the
opposite of this is true. In speculative philosophy,
in poetry, in the arts of sculpture and painting, in the
perfection and niceties of language, we can scarcely
be said to have made any advance for upwards of two
thousand years. Probably no instrument of thought
and expression has been or ever will be more
perfect than Greek; no poet will surpass Homer
or Sophocles ; no thinker dive deeper than Plato or
Pythagoras ; no sculptor produce more glorious marble
conceptions than Phidias or Praxiteles. It may well
be that David, and Confucius, and Pericles were
clothed as richly and comfortably as George III. or
Louis XVIIL, and far more becomingly. There is
every reason to believe that the dwellings of the rich
and great among the Romans, Greeks, and Babylonians
* were as luxurious and well-appointed as our own, as
well as incomparably more gorgeous and enduring.
It is certain that the palaces belonging to the nobles
and monarchs of the Middle Ages,—to say nothing of
abbeys, minsters, and temples,—were in nearly all
respects equal to those erected in the present day,
and in some important points far superior. But in
how many other equally significant and valuable
particulars has the progress of the world been not only
concentrated into these latter days but astoundingly
rapid in its march ?
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Consider- only the three momentous matters of
light, locomotion, and communication, and we shall see
that this generation contrasts most surprisingly with
the aggregate of the progress effected in all previous
generations put together since the earliest dawn of
authentic history. The lamps and torches which
illuminated Belshazzar’s feast ‘were probably just as
brilliant, and framed out of nearly the same materials,
as those which shone upon the splendid fétes of
Versailles when Marie Antoinette presided over them,
or those of the Tuileries during the Imperial magni-
ficence of the First Napoleon. Pine wood, oil, and
perhaps wax, lighted the banquet halls of the
wealthiest nobles alike in the eighth century be-
fore Christ and in the eighteenth century after
Christ. There was little difference, except in finish
of workmanship and elegance of design—little, if any,
advance, we mean, in the illuminating power, or in the
source whence that power was drawn—between the
lamps used in the days of the Pyramids, the days of
the Coliseum, and the days of Kensington Palace.
Fifty years ago, that is, we burnt the same articles,
and got about the same amount of light from them,
as we did four thousand years ago. Now, we use gas
of which each burner is equal to fifteen or twenty
candles; and when we wish for more can have
recourse to the electric light or analogous inven-
tions, which are fifty-fold more brilliant and far-
reaching than even the best gas. The streets of
cities, which from the days of Pharaoh to those of
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Voltaire were dim and gloomy, even where not wholly
unlighted, now blaze everywhere (except in London)
with something of the brilliancy of moonlight. In a
word, &ll the advance that has been made in these
respects has been made since many of us were
children. We remember light as it was in the days
of Solomon, we see it as Drummond and Faraday
have made it.

The same thing may be said of locomotion. Nimrod
and Noah travelled just in the same way, and just at
the same rate, as Thomas Assheton Smith and Mr
Coke of Norfolk. The chariots of the Olympic Games
went just as fast as the chariots that conveyed our
nobles to the Derby, ““ in our hot youth, when George
the Third was King.” When Abraham wanted to
send a message to Lot he despatched a man on horse-
back, who galloped twelve miles an hour. When our
fathers wanted to send a message to their nephews,
they could do no better, and go no quicker. When
we were young, if we wished to travel from London to
Edinburgh, we thought ourselves lucky if we could
average eight miles an hour,—just as Robert Bruce
might have done. Now, in our old age, we feel our-
selves aggrieved if we do not average forty miles.
Everything that has been done in this line since the
world began,—everything, perhaps, that the capacities
of matter and the conditions of the human frame will
ever allow to be done,—has been done since we were
boys. The same at sea. Probably, when the wind
was favourable, Ulysses, who was a bold and skilful
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navigafor, sailed as fast as a Dutch merchantman of
the year 1800, nearly as fast at times as an American
yacht or clipper of our fathers’ day. Now, we steam
twelve and fifteen miles an hour with wonderful
regularity, whether wind and tide be favourable or
not ;—nor is it likely that we shall ever be able to go
much faster., But the progress in the means of com-
munication is the most remarkable of all. In this
respect Mr Pitt was no better off than Pericles or
Agamemnon. If Ruth had wished to write to Naomi,
or David to send a'word of love to Jonathan when he
was a hundred miles away, they could not possibly
have done it under twelve hours. Nor could we to
our own friends fifty years ago. In 1870 the
humblest citizen of Great Britain can send such a
message, not a hundred miles, but a thousand, in
twelve minutes.

Suppose for a moment the advent of another fifty
years during which the activity of the human mind
should be directed towards Chemistry as applied to
Surgery and Medicine and hygienic influences in
general, and some of the highest authorities in
therapeutics tell us that we can scarcely conjecture
the results that might be achieved ;—sleep at will,
with all the uncalculated gain of time which that
implies; the conquest of all pain not needed as
a warning; the prevention of infant and gratui-
tous. mortality ; the extinction of epidemic diseases,
as leprosy and the plague have become exfinct in
Europe.
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But it will be said, all these are material matters,
and the vastest advance may be attained in those
without any consequent approach to your ideal State.
Scarcely :—material victories and achievements make
intellectual and moral ones attainable. But suppose
again—what no reader of History will deem a wild
supposition—suppose the advent of a man, filled and"
fired with “the enthusiasm of Humanity,” and im-
bued with the true conception of progress—the
prophet of a grand yet realisable Ideal. Suppose
such seed as he could sow falling on a prepared and
fertile soil, and in a favourable season. Such prophets
have been raised up in the past, and such happy
conjunctions of suitable conditions have occurred.
Imagine a Statesman or Leader, of fervid eloquence,
convincing logic, with sound conceptions both of ends
and means, preaching to an educated people, at a happy
epoch,—and why should he not inaugurate a genera-
tion of sustained and rightly-guided effort which would
revolutionise for good, and for all time, our entire
social and moral surroundings? Surely Human Nature
is not so changed or sunk that spiritual forces cannot
again work greater marvels than mechanical or chemi-
cal or economic agencies have done. THOUGHT has
not yet grown feebler than electricity and gases in
moulding the destinies of man.*

* The following quotation, in an analogous line of thought,
will be found suggestive, if not acceptable.—(Spectator, Aug, 8,
1868) :— '

‘“We write and chatter, but none of us know what a com-
munity in which the majority was sovereign, and each man was as



L4

REALISABLE IDEALS. 41

There are, however, three antagonistic agencies to
be considered, the tendency of which appears hostile
to all continuous progress or radical and far-reaching
amelioration ; and which, if they be really as persistent
and incurable as they seem, must be fatal to the
realization of our dreams of the ultimate happiness of
mankind, or must relegate that realisation to a world

competent to form an opinion as an average county member now
is, would be like. That is an advance conceivable without. revolu-
tion, and no change we have yet encountered could so completely
transform Western society, its conditions, its ways, and it may well
be, its objects. A happy life might become the ideal instead of a
progressive life, and half the existing social motors cease to act.
All the new experiments in living tried in America have had that
for ultimate end, and have had as chiefs men above the uncul-
tivated class, men usually who have just emerged from the
uncivilized stage. Society as it is, is not the ultimate outcome of
human thought,—if it be, the best thing men can do is to give up
the struggle to improve others, and go in for self-cultivation alone,
as the highest Americans seem disposed to do; but without dream-
ing of social revolutions, let us think what universal and tolerably
equal education really implies.  Well, this, for one thing, that work
shall be paid for in proportion to its disagreeableness, a very prosaic
and undeniable proposition, which of itself and by itself would
grind all existing arrangements into powder. Imagine the man
who carts muck better paid than the man who sells tapes! a change
actually visible in full work in Illinois and Michigan. There is no
need to talk about possible republics and impossible equalities,
about the effect of household suffrage or thedecay of the feudal idea;
education, if we get it, will of itself be a sufficient solvent; and
.getting it, though 1mprobable, is far less 1mposmblc than the extmc-
tlon of feudalism once appeared.

¢ Or suppose a new creed, or new development of the great
existing creed, takes'a strong hold of the masses of the West.
Observers think they see a strong tendency towards secularism,—a
creed that if adopted would pulverize existing society, which, with
all its faults, is not based on the theory of securing the greatest
comfort in this world ;—but let us imagine that history is true,
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of wholly altered conditions. These agencies are,—
first, the alleged perpetual and inevitable struggle
for mere existence,—secondly, the multiplication of
the race from its least eligible specimens, or, as it
has been happily termed, the non-survival of the fittest,
—and, thirdly, the increasing prevalence of demo-
cratic views and institutions—a prevalence which

that men will not live without a religious belief, and that the belief
will probably have some connection with the root faith of the last
few centuries, be, in fact, a new form of Christianity. How great,
—Ilet rectors say,—would be the change produced by a general
impression that we ought to live as Christ lived, or as He said we
ought to live, to take His teaching as it stands, and not as the
learned have for a few centuries declared that He meant it to
stand? How would wealth and poverty face each other then?
Or suppose the enthusiasm of humanity to get a strong hold upon
men, It is odd, but it is true, that the only people who seem now-
adays willing to be * faithful unto slaying "—not, be it noticed,
merely “unto being slain,”—are the enthusiasts, the John Browns,
Garibaldis, and Louis Blancs of all sorts upon whom that en-
thusiasm has descended. How would our social arrangements stand
that new strain? Or suppose the change mainly one of dogma,—
that, for example, Western mankind in general got into its head
the idea, which many English clergymen kave got into theirs, that
the prize offerel by Christiauity és eternal life, that the phrases
eternal life and eternal death are literally true, that man either
rejoins Christ or dies like a flower,—would not that act as a pretty
rapid solvent of institutions? We think we could advance some
strong reasons for believing that of all the heresies current among
us, that is, perhaps the most enticing and most dangerous; but
it is but one of a hundred, any one of which may for a mowment
prevail, and in prevailing make the next half-century a period of
change before which the last half-century will seem stable and un-
eventful.

* That any change of all those that we have indicated will occur
is perhaps improbable, but not one of them is imposcible, and in
each is contained the germ of innovations to which those of our
period of ‘ concentrated progress’ will seem but small and weak.”
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many deem irresistible and fated. The two former I
shall consider in separate chapters; the last, as I
propose to deal with it very briefly, I may as well
speak of here.

The case is simply this. The ultimate realisation of
our ideal depends upon all the influences which deter-
mine the condition and improvement of a community
—its political and social action, its legislation and
administration, the education of the people (using
that word in its widest sense, to include the educa-
tion of life as well as of infancy, the teaching of the
pulpit as well as of the school-room), its sanitary laws,
its municipal government, its property arrangements—
being set and continued in a right direction; that
is, being guided by a sincere purpose towards good,
and by competent wisdom to determine how that
good may most surely be attained, Now, as civilised
and social life gr;)ws daily more rapid and more com-
plex, and the problems with which it has to deal
therefore at once vaster, more difficult, and more
urgent, the largest intellects and the widest know-
ledge are needed to handle them and solve them ;
intellects the least liable to be clouded by interest or
passion, and the most qualified by training and study
to foresee the consequences, and detect the correlations
and reciprocal operation on different classes, of each law
or executive proceeding. The science of Government
is the most intricate and perplexing of all, demanding
mental and moral qualities of a- higher order than
any other., . Self-government, as it is not very correctly
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termed, is assuredly not the simplest form of rule.
Yet at the very time when the influences which
. determine the well-being of the community are grow-
ing more numerous and involved, and the problems
of social life more complicated and more vast, the
spread of democratic ideas and institutions is throwing
the control, the management, the ultimate decision
at least of all these influences and problems, the final
guidance of all administrative and legislative action
in short, into the hands of the numerical majority
—of those classes, that is, which, however their "
condition as to property and education and morals
may be raised, must always be the least educated
portion of the community, the least endowed with
political capacity, the least possessed of either the
leisure, the characteristics, or the knowledge requisite
for the functions assigned to them or assumed by them.
The masses may no longer be very poor, or very igno-
rant, or in any way ill-disposed ; but under no con-
ditions can they help being more ignorant, more en-
grossed with the struggle for individual well-being,
more unqualified to foresee or consider remote and
collateral consequences, more unable to deal patiently,
largely, consistently, and profoundly with the questions
which occupy the statesman and affect the life of
nations, than those other classes to whom wealth gives
leisure to grow wise, The few—intellectually at least,
and in all those moral qualifications which directly .
or indirectly are connected with intellect — must
always. and as it would seem unavoidably, be fitter
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to bear rule, abler to govern nghteously and saga-
ciously than the many.

Yet, unquestionably, the tendency of events in our
days, and in all civilised countries, is to take political
power from the few and confer it on the many ; and
in the view of Tocqueville and his disciples this ten-
dency is absolutely irresistible. If so, what must be
its operation on those who wish to look sanguinely on
the prospects of humanity ? For the few cannot easily
take back power from the many on whom they have

. conferred it: and history records no encouraging in-
stances of the mass voluntarily surrendering a supre-
macy they have once enjoyed. Nor does our observation
of democratic communities—even the most favoured—
do much to alter or impair the conclusions at which &
priori we have arrived. - The United States, France,
and even Switzerland, at present are not consoling
spectacles. '

I have little to urge aguinst the validity of the
above reasoning, or in mitigation of the depressing
conclusions to which it logically points. If democratic
—or I would rather say, ochlocratic—influences and
institutions are to spread and bear sway permanently,
then the day of my cherished vision must indeed be
distant. But I do not believe the tendency to be so
irresistible as is fancied. I am not sure that it may
not contain within it the seeds of a counteracting and
correcting agency. That the concerns and feelings of
the masses are obtaining increased and paramount con-
sideration in our days, is a hopeful sign of the times
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at which we must all rejoice. If this had been always
so—or had been so in time—probably the occasion for
handing over political power to the masses might never
have arisen; nor would the phenomenon have been so
formidable when it did arise. If the interests of the
lower classes are dealt with, even at this eleventh hour,
in a generous, candid, sympathetic spirit, according to
the dictates of simple justice, and on principles of wise
policy and sound economy, I am even inclined to
believe that the potentiality of paramount rule in
political matters, so rashly conferred upon them, may
never be actually realised or exercised. There are two
or three very significant and reassuring circumstances
which it is desirable to note. Neither in England,
nor in America, nor in France, have ochlocratic insti-
tutions (those giving political power to the mere masses,
the numerical majority) been obtained by the masses
by their own strength or on their own demand. In
every instance they have been conceded by the folly,
the weakness, the short-sightedness, and generally by
the sinister and clashing interests, of those above them.
In America, universal suffrage, conferring electoral
rights on Irish and German emigrants before they had
acquired any ene of the qualifications of good citizens,
was the result of unpatriotic and improvident party
conflict, for the sake of obtaining a dear-bought victory
by the help of the foreign vote.” Bitterly have the
Americans paid for their folly, and clearly do they now
recognise the error. In precisely the same manner,
though in a less extreme and obvious shape, is the
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household suffrage we have now established here the
result of the strife for power between Conservative and
Liberal Governments, and perhaps the most pernicious
of its consequences. In France, as is every year becom-
ing more recognised by all students of her history, the
ochlocracy which is now driving her to seemingly
irretrievable downfall is traceable to the fatal weakness
of monarch and ministers alike in February, 1848,
when a Parliamentary demand for a very moderate ex-
tension of a very restricted franchise, was allowed to
become first a street riot and then a mob revolution,
though ordinary determination and consistency of pur-
pose among the authorities might have prevented it
from ever growing beyond the dimensions of a mere
police affair, and have crushed it at the outset.

In England, if the latent electoral power of the masses
ever becomes noxiously formidable—which no doubt
is possible enough, so little wise and patriotic are our
general class of politicians—it will be owing to one of
two things, or to a combination of both; either to a
neglect, or supposed hostility, or disheartening want of
sympathy, on the part of the governing classes to the
wants and interests of those masses; or, more probably,
to the rival factions in the State seeking to use and
organise the votes of the working classes on their own
behalf respectively, as against their antagonists. As
long as property is safe and its rights respected, the
legitimate and inevitable influence it must ever wield,
directly and through the accessories which belong to it
(of which wealth and superior knowledge, refinement,
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and intelligence are the principal) is so enormous that
we cannot doubt its winning an easy victory in any
social struggle, and even warding off the near approach
of any such struggle, provided only the holders of pro-
perty hang together and recognise in time the danger
of division, in their ranks; and there is surely sagacity
and foresight enough to create close union among all
possessional classes at the first serious menace to the
security and sacredness of property. This is the first
safeguard we have to trust to. " The second is a plea-
santer one to think of It is that the great bulk of
the community—engrossed more or less in daily labour,
interested and occupied mainly in the matters that lie
close about them and concern them most urgently,
caring usually for political questions only or chiefly,
inasmuch as these affect, or are supposed to affect,
their own condition—will be willing enough, partly
from indolence and indifference, partly from a vague im-
pression that their superiors understand these matters,
and that they themselves do not, to leave them in the
hands of the upper classes; provided only these classes
are wise and just enough to take care that no manifest
wrong, no irritating or grinding misery, and no un-
sympathetic or insolent neglect, shall ever rouse the
millions, who would otherwise lie contented and quies-
cent, to seize the reins or to upset the coach. * Pour
le peuple, ce n’est jamais par envie d’attaquer qu’il se
souléve, mais par impatience de souffrir.” We might,
perhaps, hope that, just in proportion as the working
classes are comfortable, prosperous, and educated,
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will they be disinclined to meddle in governmental
affairs (which are always laborious and harassing, and
‘seldom remunerative or satisfactory); but this cannot
be predicted with any confidence. It is rational how-
ever, to anticipate that the better the masses are
governed, the less anxious they will be to undertake
the heavy burden and the hard task of governing
themseives.
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MALTHUS NOTWITHSTANDING.






THE hopes of indefinite progress and attainment ex-
pressed in the opening chapters are by no means new.
They have reappeared at different epochs. They
have been cherished by some men in all ages, and by
whole nations and continents fitfully and during short
periods. '

Towards the close of the eighteenth century, more
than two generations since, a sudden glow of this
sanguine faith in man’s future spread over the world.
A new era seemed to be opening for humanity. Not
only the unthinking multitudes, but men of large
experience and devoid neither of great reasoning nor of
great observing ’powers,—no_t only the young and
ardent but the old and the contemplative,—dreamed
of perfectibility as well as of progress ; of an approach-
ing time in which both the moral and the physical
condition of our species should become thoroughly
satisfactory—subject only to the one drawback of
mortality, and of mortality reduced to its simplest
- elements, to the mere fact of death in the ripeness of
age and preparation; of a state of things in which
every man having enough of the necessaries, comforts,
and even luxuries of life, should have no motive to
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“envy or despoil his neighbour, and in which, therefore,
all bad passions would die out from mere lack of
nourishment. In a word, “our young men saw visions
and our old men dreamed dreams,” and they not only
cherished but actually believed in their visions and
their dreams. Men like Southey and Coleridge and
Robert Owen, as in later times and in another country,
men like Fourier and St. Simon, had their pictures
and their programmes and their panaceas,—and not
only men of that stamp, but far soberer and acuter
minds. Those who wish to realise to themselves the
sort of enthusiasm which anticipation of a state of
diffused comfort and universal plenty and well-being
excited in the general imagination and of the bound-
less delight and sweeping confidence with which it was
received, and who have not patience to master tbe
whole social and literary history of Europe from 1783
to 1793, should read Godwin’s * Political Justice,”
and ask their grandfathers to describe the glow of
generous emotion with which they followed the specu-
lations of that singular book.

An answer, however, shortly appeared to Mr God-
win which shattered all his brilliant pictures of an
earthly paradise, and overwhelmed all such philan-
thropic dreamers with despondency and gloom,—and
this cruel shock was administered by a man of singular
benevolence and piety, a clergyman of the Church of
England. Malthus demonstrated,* or was held to

* The first edition of the Essay on the * Principle of Popula-
tion” was published in 1798.
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demonstrate that such a condition of universal comfort
and plenty as was shadowed forth could never be
reached on earth,—inasmuch as there was a constant
and irremediable pressure of population on the means
of subsistence ; that it was in the nature, in the
essence, of human beings to increase in a more rapid
ratio than food ; that as long as and whenever popu-
lation did increase faster than its sustenance, the great
mass of mankind must be in a state of wretchedness ;
and that this incurable tendency could only be counter-
acted by—what were merely other forms of wretched-
ness—viz., profligacy, excessive and premature mor-
tality, or abstinence from marriage,—or, as he phrased
it, by vice, misery, or moral restraint. In other words,
he maintained, and seemed to have proved, that man-
kind could only secure that sufficiency of food for all,
which is the indispensable and main condition of
virtue and comfort, on terms which must be held to
preclude comfort and imperil virtue—with the majority,
with all ordinary men, in fact, to be fatal to both ;—
that is, by seeing most of their children die almost as
soon as they came into the world, or by themselves
and their fellows dying rapidly and prematurely from
defoct of nutriment; or by wilfully preventing children
coming into the world at all; or by resisting and
foregoing, habitually and generally, sometimes alto-
gether, always during the most craving period of life,
those imperious longings of the senses, and that equally
imperious “hunger of the heart,” which, combined,
constitute the most urgent necessity of our nature, and
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which the Creator must have made thus urgent for
wise and righteous purposes.

It is obvious on a moment’s consideration that the
two former of the above three-named terms on which
alone, according to the Malthusian theory, plenty can
be secured for all, may be left out of consideration,
and that practically, the sole condition is the last,—
namely, the postponement of marriage as a rule during
the years when it is usually most desired, and the
abstinence from it in many cases altogether;—in a
word, resolute, self-enforced, and prolonged celibacy,
precisely at that epoch of life, under those circumstances,
and among those classes, in which celibacy is most
difficult ;—that is (as the rough common feelings of
mankind at large would put it), that life in plenty and
comfort can only be obtained by the sacrifice of the
chief comfort in life, and of those joys without which
even a-life of material plenty is a very poor and ques- -
tionable boon. And, be it observed, this is the form
the proposition must inevitably assume in the minds
not of the vicious, the sensual, the weak or the self-
indulgent portion of mankind, but of the natural,
unsophisticated, right-feeling, sensible,—though, if you
will, unregenerate, and unsanctified,—mass of mankind.

No wonder that a proposition, which seemed to con-
demn the human species to such hopeless, universal,
eternal-—nay, ever-increasing pressure and privation,
or to proffer an escape from that lot at a price which
few could pay, and few would think worth paying,
should have staggered and shocked those to whom it
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was first propounded. It sounded like the sentence
to a doom of utter darkness and despair. It seemed
to untrained minds utterly irreconcileable with any
intelligent view of the Divine beneficence and wisdom.
Yet its author appeared to have framed his conclusion
with such caution, and to have clinched it, so to speak,
with such close bands of logic and with such a large
and indisputable induction of facts, that recalcitration
"against it was idle, and refutation of it impossible.
He maintained it after full' discussion and, with some
modifications, to the end of his career ; and nearly all
political economists of positionand repute have accepted
his doctrine as a fundamental and established axiom of
the science.

Malthus never endeavoured to blink the full scope
and severity of his proposition. In an article on
Population, which he contributed to the 8th edition of
the “ Encyclop®dia Britannica,” and which I believe
was the latest of his writings on that subject, he re-
produces it in the most uncompromising terms. He
lays it down as indisputable and obvious, that popu-
lation, if unchecked, necessarily increases in a geo-
metrical ratio, and that food, the produce of the soil,
can only at the outside and under the most favourable
circumstances increase in an arithmetical ratio. That
_ the inhabitants of a given country or area will, as is
seen, actually double their numbers in twenty-five
years, and might easily double their numbers in a much
shorter time ; whereas, even if we concede that in the
same twenty-five years the produce of the soil in the
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same given country or area may be doubled likewise,
it is certain that in the mext twenty-five years, while
the population would again double itself or quadruple
its original numbers, the soil could at the very utmost -
only again add an equal increment to that of the pre-
ceding period, or treble its original yield. What is true
of a given country, farm, or district, he proceeds to say,
must necessarily be true of the whole earth; and
neither emigration, free trade, nor equal distribution of
the land can affect the ultimate result. All that these
could effect would be a temporary alleviation of the
pressure of population and subsistence, and a certain
calculable postponement of the day when the ultimate
limit of possible numbers and the extreme point of
pressure would be reached. ¢ Taking a single farm
only into consideration, no man would have the hardi-
hood to assert that its produce could be made perma-
nently to keep pace with a population increasing at
such a rate, as it is observed to do, for twenty or thirty
years together at particular times and in particular
countries.” This is obvious and undeniable, and may
be conceded at once. But, he goes on to say, “ nothing
but the confusion and indistinctness arising from the
largeness of the subject, and the vague and false notions
which prevail respecting the efficacy of emigration,
could make persons deny in the case of an exten-
sive territory, or of the whole earth, what they could
not fail to acknowledge in the case of a single farm,
which may be said fairly to represent it.” There
must always, everywhere, and to the end of time, he
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maintains—except in the rarest cases, and for the
briefest periods—be pressure of population on the
means of subsistence. ‘It is to the laws of nature,
therefore, and not to the conduct or institutions of
man, that we are to attribute the necessity of a strong
and ceaseless check on the natural increase of popu-
lation.”

Malthus’ doctrine has been accepted as undeniable by
nearly every writer of repute on economical subjects,
and by none more unreservedly than by the latest, and
in some respects the greatest of them all, J. S. Mill
None of''the many authors who have questioned or
agsailed it, such as Ingram, Alison, Sadler, Doubleday,
or Quetelet have been abie to shake in any material
degree its hold upon the public mind. Various
_ theories have been put forward in competition, but
none has obtained any currency, or perhaps. deserved
any. It has remained the fixed axiomatic belief of the
educated world, that pressure of numbers on the means
of subsistence is and must remain the normal condition
of humanity ; that, in consequence, distress or priva-
tion, in one shape or another, must be the habitual lot
of the great majority of our species; since they can
only escape the distress and privation arising from
insufficient food by voluntarily embracing the distress
and privation involved in long-continued, and perhaps
perpetual, celibacy. Reasoning the most careful and
cogent seemed to have made this clear, and the obser-
vation and experience of every day and every land
seemed to illustrate and confirm it.
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Some years ago I hoped to be able to show, in
opposition to this received doctrine, that, however
irrefutable was Malthus’ logic, his premises were im-
perfect, and his conclusions in consequence unsound.
It is with some sadness I am now compelled to admit
that further investigation and deeper thought have
shaken this confidence. I now only venture to suggest
as eminently probable what I once fancied I could de-
monstrate to be certain. I still, however, entertain
little doubt of the future discovery and establishment of
physiological influences or laws, of which Malthus was
not cognisant, and the tendency of which is to counter- -
act and control those which he perceived so clearly ;
but I recognise that at present these are not ascer-
tained; and I must therefore confine myself to the
task of pointing out a few persuasive indications of the
existence of these undiscovered laws, r\the direction in
which they may be looked for, and the vast expanse
both of space and time left open wherein they may
operate and have their perfect work.

1. Some preliminary misgiving, in the first place,
must be aroused by noting that the actual fecundity
of the human race has never equalled, and scarcely
ever even distantly approached, its possible fecundity;
and that this difference is observable when. there is
neither vice, misery, nor moral restraint to account for
it ;—that in the midst of the most ample supply of
food, where there need and can be no anxiety as to the
future, where parents are healthy, where the climate is
good,—where, in a word, every circumstance is as
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favourable as possible to the unchecked multiplication
of the species, where everybody marries, and where
marriages are as early as is compatible with vigour,—
the population does not increase nearly as fast as
theoretically it might do. The most rapid known rate
of augmentation appears to be that mentioned by
Humboldt, in some parts of Mexico, where, judging
from the proportion of births and deaths, he calculated
that, if there were no interfering circumstances, the
- population would double itself in 19 years. This was
in a tropical climate, where the marriages were unusu-
ally early, and the births as numerous as 1 in 17, or
occasionally 1 in 15. In the United States and
Lower Canada, which come next, it is calculated that
when the large immigration is substracted, the period
of doubling by natural increase is 25 years. But both
these fall far short of the possible rate of theoretical
increase ; since, adopting data which are actually
reached and, indeed, exceeded in some instances, the
population’ of a country can double itself in less than
10 years.

Again, the ordinary size of families in England
and Wales, judging by a comparison of the yearly
marriages with the yearly births, is now about 4135
children, and we may fairly assume that with us no
artificial means, of abstinence or otherwise, are em-
- ployed to prevent each marriage yielding its natural
number of offspring. But as this mode of ascertaining
the number of children to a marriage is only strictly
correct- when applied to a stationary population, we
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must add something to the above figures; and there
is, I believe, no reason why we may not take Mr.
Malthus’ calculation, and call the number 4°5. We
cannot with any accuracy ascertain the number of
children born to a marriage in America, as statistics
there are so complicated by immigration, migration,
extension, and other causes, but I believe no one
would place the average higher than 6. There is,
therefore, no reason for believing that the average in
the most favourable circumstances exceeds this. But the
possible number of children to a marriage—the natural
unchecked number under the best conditions is far be-
yond this—certainly four-fold. The child-bearing ages
of women extend over nearly 30 years—certainly over
25, or from 16 to 40, inclusive, on a moderate
estimate. Twenty-five children to each marriage is
therefore no impossibility ; in favourable conditions we
should say no unlikely occurrence. We all of us know
individual cases in which it has been realised. In
Italy such instances are not very unfrequent—even in
England they are not unexampled. In Lower Canada
we find they are by no means uncommon;* from 14
to 16 is a usual number. A recent traveller there
assured us he had met with one woman who had borne
32 children.

Yet how rarely—even when food is abundant, health

* «Qocial Science Transactions, 1862, p. 894,” Mr. Hurlbert's
Paper on Canada. In Belgium, perhaps the most fecund as well
as the most densely peopled of old civilized states, the average
children to a marriage (according to Quetelet) is 4°75 in the least
prolific, and 521 in the most prolific provinces.
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unquestionable, habits good, an entire absence, that is,

both of the preventive and the positive check—do we
see this potential fecundity even approached! Does

not the countrast point to some other, as yet occult,

influence, wholly apart from any of those enumerated

by Mr. Malthus, which operates as a natural and

unconscious limitation on human reproduction ?

2. Some doubt as to the completeness of Malthus’
premises, and the consequent correctness of his con-
clusions, appears to be suggested by the fact that every
‘man is able by his own labour to produce food* enough
not only to sustain himself and those naturally help-
less and dependent upon him, but enough also to
exchange for the shelter and clothing which are as
necessary as food to the human animal ;—and he can
do all this and yet leave himself ample leisure for
other occupations or amusements. Without endorsing
Mr. Godwin’s extravagant calculation that half an hour
a day devoted by every individual in a community to
agricultural labour would suffice to raise an adequate
amount of nutriment, there can be no question that a
very moderate amount of regular industry, whether.
applied to the production of one article or of many,
would secure to man an abundant supply of all the
necessaries, and most of the comforts, of life—at least
in all temperate or tropical climates. In the article in

* In fact the natural rate of increase of man’s food is out of all
proportion greater than man’s own rate of increase. A couple of
human beings multiply three or fourfold in the course of thirty years.
One potato sprout multiplies twenty-fold in a single year,—one grain
of wheat even two hundred-fold in favouring circumstances.
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the Encyclopedia already quoted, Malthus declares
that as long as good land was attainable, “the rate at
which food could be made to increase would far exceed
what was necessary to keep pace with the most rapid
increase of population which the laws of nature in re-
lation to human kind permit.” It was obvious, there-
fore, since every man can produce much more than he
needs, and since, given the land and the labour, food
can be made to increase incomparably faster than popu-
lation, and would naturally do so, all that is wanted
to put man at his ease is a field whereon to bestow
his industry. It is not that population has a natural
tendency to increase faster than food, or as fast, but
simply that the surface of the earth is limited, and
portions of that surface not always nor easily accessible.
III. It was pointed out by the late Mr Senior, -
as another very suggestive fact, that, taking the world
as a whole, and history so far as we are acquainted
- with it, food always has increased faster than popula-
tion, in spite of the alleged tendency of population to in-
crease faster than food. Famines, which used to be so
frequent in earlier ages and in thickly-peopled cbun-
tries, are now scarcely ever heard of, while, at the same
time, the average condition of the mass of the people
has on the whole improved, that is, that they have
more of the necessaries of life than formerly. Probably
the only cases in our days of scarcity of food amounting
to actual famine are to be found where the staple crop
of a whole country has been destroyed by locusts, as
sometimes in Asia; or by drought, as occasionally in
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Hindostan ; or by vegetable disease, as in the potatoe
rot of Ireland. In sparsely-peopled Australia famine
has often supervened; in densely-peopled Belgium
never. “I admit (éays Mr. Senior) the abstract power
of population to increase so as to press upon the means
of subsistence. I deny the habitual tendency. I
believe the tendency to be just the reverse. ~What is
the picture presented by the earliest records of those
nations which are now civilized? or, which is the same,
what is now the state of savage nations? A state of
habitual poverty and occasional famine. . . If a
single country can be found in which there is now less
poverty than is universal in a savage state, it must be
true that under the circumstances in which that coun-
try has been placed, the means of subsistence have a
tendency to increase faster than the population. Now,
this is the case in every civilized country. Even Ireland,
the country most likely to afford an instance of what
Mr. Mill supposes to be the natural course of things,
poor and populous as she is, sufférs less from want,
with her eight millions of people,* than when her only
inhabitants were a few septs of hunters and fishers.
In our early history, famines and pestilences, the con-
sequence of famine, constantly recur. At present,
though our numbers are trebled or quadrupled, they
are unheard of. Whole colonies of the first settlers in
America perished from absolute want. Their successors
struggled long against hardship and privation, but
every increase of their numbers seems to have been

* This was written in 1829,
]
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accompanied or preceded by increased means of sup-
port. .

“If it be conceded that there exists in the human
race a tendency to rise from barbarism to civilization,
and that the means of subsistence are proportionally
more abundant in a civilized than in a savage state —
and neither of these propositions can be denied—then
it must follow that there is a natural tendency in sub-
gistence to increase in a grater ratio than population.”—
(Two Lectures delivered at Oxford by N. W. Senior.
Lect. 11.)

An interesting correspondence between Mr. Senior
and Mr. Malthus followed the publication of these
lectures, and was appended to them, leaving the point
of the controversy pretty much where it originally
stood, viz., that while the theoretic power of population
to increase faster than food was undoubted, the
practical fact was that this power was scarcely ever
exercised ;-—Mr, Malthus, however, holding to his
former doctrine that the reasons of its non-exercise
were to be found solely in the severe and general
operation of the preventive check.

4. Another class of facts which I shall do no more
than allude to, because, though often examined casually,

“they have, as far as I know, never been thoroughly
sifted or brought into a focus, points even more distinctly
to the existence of some cause operating, under certain
circumstances, to limit- human fertility even beyond
what is consistent with the multiplication or preserva-

~ tion of the race, or class, or type. I refer to cases in
which a family or set of families, or a whole variety,
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dies out where no deficiency or difficulty of subsistence
can be alleged as the explanation, and where, therefore,
some other cause, almost certainly physiological, must
be pre-supposed. Such is the case of baronets, whose
titles are perpetually lapsing from the failure of male
heirs—assuredly not from abstinence from marriage,
nor from lack of food. Such, again, is the frequent
extinction of peerage families, of whom plentiful sus-
tenance may at least be predicated®* I am aware
of Mr Galton’s ingenious explanation, based upon the
fact of peers so often marrying heiresses, who of course
ex. vi termini come from comparatively unfertile
families ;—but the expla,naftion itself is a collateral
confirmation of the fact I am pointing out,—for whence
arise these many unfertile but rich families? If the
wealthy who have every facility for prolonging life,
and no motive to abstain from marriage, are so often
barren and liable to see their families die out or
dwindle down to one heiress, does not the, circumstance
point to the operation of some influence other than
Malthus’ “ pressure on subéistencé,” almost antagonistic
to it, and especially potent in the most civilised and
comfortable forms of life ? I know that other less
occult causes of the phenomena in question have
been suggested ;—but they are not such as can be dis-

* A gimilar, but still more decided, process of gradual extinction
of rich and privileged families appears to have been one of the
most constant phenomena in the civilised states of the Ancient
World, —in Italy and Greece at least. For remarkable examples
and ample proof, see Dureau de la Malle, Economie politique des
Romains, i. p. 417, et seq.
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cussed here, nor, I believe, could they do anything
beyond slightly mitigating the force of my conclusion.—
If from classes we turn to races and nations, history
affords examples enough of once populous countries
now inhabited by comparatively scanty numbers where
unwholesomeness and lack of food (or food-producing
soil) will do little to account for the decline.* And
if, instead of the annals of the past, we read the
living history that is before our eyes, we find every-
where savage races dying out with the greatest rapidity,
—and dying out as much from paucity of births (dim-
inished fecundity, that is,) as from increase of deaths,—
even where lack of food, or means of procuring it, can
scarcely be put forward as the reason or an adequate one,
(as in the instance of the Maories and the Polynesians);
—and where after full allowance has been made for wars,

* See Dureau de la Malle, liv. ii. ch. 13. Also Gibbon, 1. ch. 2,
Merivale’s Roman Empire, iv. 433, vii. 602, 604, 608. The process
of depopulation in many provinces of the Roman dominions, since
the time of the Antonines, has been excessive, and unaccountable
on any of Malthus's hypotheses. We may instance especially the
north coast of Africa, so populous in the palmy days of Rome, and
Asia Minor and Syria,—to say nothing of Turkish countries further
east still. According to Merivale, Asia Minor and Syria once
supported 27,000,000 of people. According to M‘Culloch they do
not now contain more than one-fourth of those numbers. Yet we
do not find that they have becowme either unhealthy or unfertile.
Several analogous indications scattered through history point to the
depression of spirits or of nervous energy, which seems to accom-
pany the decline of Nations and the decay of Races, as exercising a
singularly sterilising influence on mankind.

The same wholesale dying out of old families is observable, I
believe, in other countries at the present time. M. de Tocqueville
told me of ene district in France where 200 families had become
extinct, as far as the direct line was concerned, in about a century,
from a variety of causes.
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diseases, and vices, some unexplained residuum is left,
which points to a hidden influence, physiological no
doubt, but belonging to the nervous and not to the nutri-
tive system. Again, nowhere in the United States, one
would suppose, can pressure of population on means of
subsistence be alleged as the true acting cause of non-
increase of numbers or failing fecundity; yet it is
asserted confidently (and there seems every reason to
believe with accuracy), that the native-born citizens of
some of the New England States cannot—at all events
do not—keep up their numbers. * '

When astronomers found the calculable influence of
the law of gravitation on the motions of the planets
disturbed and pro tanto counteracted by some unex-
plained or undiscovered agency, they at once confidently
inferred the existence of an unknown body at an un-
guessed distance but in a specified direction. They
believed in Neptune long before they found him, Why
should not we do in physiology what they did in-
physics 2+

5. Lastly. The repellent character of Malthus’
conclusion has been usually regarded as in itself a
ground for suspecting its truth. Nor do I think this
ground, though confessedly open to question, is per-
emptorily to be put aside as unphilosophical. It is
unphilosophical to reject indisputable and proved con-

* See especially different monographsby Dr Storer, addressed in
the first instance, to members of his own profession, and, I believe,
confirmed by several of them.

t Consult Doubleday's true law of Population, pp. 86., et. seq.,
also ch. x., xi. And more especially Darwin’s Animals and Plants
under Domestication, ii., 148-171,
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clusions because we do not like them, because they
disturb our serenity, shatter our hopes, or run counter
to our prejudices. It is not unphilosophical to doubt
the accuracy or completeness of any course of reasoning
which has brought us to results at variance with other
results which appear at least equally certain, and
which have been reached by similar processes of
thought. Nay, more, it would be unwise mot to
doubt in such cases, not to suspend our judgment, not
to reconsider our inferences and our data. There are
certain truths which the general sense of mankind has
adopted and clings to as undeniable, partly from in-
stinctive conviction, partly from overpowering proof,
partly from religious teaching,—such as the wisdom,
power, and ultimate, essential, universal goodness of God.
It is right and wise to doubt provisionally—not of
course to deny—any doctrine which contradicts or seems
to contradict these truths, and which has been arrived
at by steps of iog'ic. And it is so for this simple reason,
—that, though we may feel confident of the justness of -
our inferences, if scientifically drawn by cautious and
well-trained intellects, and sanctioned after due ex-
amination by other qualified minds, yet we can scarcely
ever feel similar confidence as to the perfect accuracy
and completeness of our premises. Unless we can be
certain that we know everything bearing upon the
subject, that we are in possession of every datum
necessary for framing our conclusions,—a certainty
which is very seldom attainable,—it may well ‘be that
there'is something we do mot know, some facts which
have escaped our observation or research, which, if
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taken into account, would have materially modified, or
altogether overthrown our conclusions. Logic fails far
oftener from defective data than from careless pro-
cesses. Not only therefore is doubt justified by sound
philosophy, where improbable doctrines are sought to
be thrust upon us by even the most close and cogent
steps of ratiocination, but the doctrines may be of such
a character, may be so irreconcileable with beliefs that
have become axiomatic, may so revolt our most carefully
wrought out convictions, that we should be warranted
—not indeed in rejecting them if positively proved but
—in declaring that there must be some deficiency in
the premises, some omitted or undiscovered data, which
the future progress of knowledge would bring to light,
and which, when introduced into the question, would
wholly change its present aspect. Now Malthus’
theory of population was precisely one of those doctrines,
and therefore justly led numbers who could find no
flaw in his reasoning, to feel satisfied that there must
be some error or hiatus in the bases on which it was
grounded ; and who, in consequence, while unable to
refute his conclusions, were equallyunable to adopt them.

Malthus himself felt this so strongly, that he took
much pains to argue that his theory was in no way
irreconcileable with the goodness of God, but on the
contrary harmonised with what we know of His general
dealings with mankind. While admitting that it was
incompatible with the bappiness, if not the virtue, of
the great mass of mankind, that it called upon them
to do violence to their strongest instincts and to some
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of their best and most natural sentiments, and opened
a terrible vista of probable wretcheduess for the future
of the race, he argued that this world was designed to -
be a state of probation, not of enjoyment,—that man
was called upon to keep all his appetites in check, and
was warned and punished by the laws of nature if he
did not,—and that only by the exercise of such check
could he ever advance in civilization or in moral
dignity. The allegations may be quite irrefragable,
the plea has no doubt a certain force, but it is im-
possible not to see and feel that it does not really meet
the objection it was intended to neutralise. For, in
the first place, though Providence may have designed
this world to be a state of probation, he assuredly did
not design it to be a state of misery; and a state of
misery, or at least of distress, to the majority it must
- be, as Malthus repeatedly concedes, if his view of
the laws of nature be correct and complete. In the
_ next place, though man is bound, both as a condition
of progress and under pain of suffering, to comtrol
his propensities and to moderate his appetites and
desires, he is mot bound to deny them. If he is
idle and prefers inordivate rest to reasonable work,
nature says that he shall starve or live miserably;
but nature never says that he shall not sleep or rest at
all, or not during the best years of his life, or the dark
hours of night. If he eats or drinks immoderately,
nature punishes him with dyspepsia and disease, but
nature never forbids him to eat when he is hungry,
and to drink when he is thirsty, provided he does both
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with discretion, Indeed she punishes him -equally if
he abstains as if he exceeds, if he eats too little, or not
at all, as if he eats too much. In the same way, if he
indulges to excess in the pleasures counnected with
reproduction, nature punishes him with premature
exhaustion, with appropriate maladies, with moral
enervation and corruption; but she does not punish
the rational and legitimate enjoyments of love. On
the contrary she does punish enforced and total absti-
nence, occasionallyin the one sex, often, if not habitually,
in the other, by nervous disturbance and suffering, and
by functional disorder. '
Now, if Malthus’ doctrine be correct, the great
majority of men and women, if they are to escape a
condition of perpetual misery and want, must not only
keep within moderate bounds the strongest propensity
of their nature, but must suppress and deny it altdgether,
—always for long and craving years, often, and in the
case of numbers, for the whole of life. Observe, too,
that the desire in question is the especial one of all
our animal wants which is redeemed from animalism
by being blended with our strongest and least selfish
affections, which is ennobled by its associations in a
way in which the appetites of eating and drinking and
sleeping can never be ennobled,—in a degree to which
the pleasures of the eye and ear can be ennobled only
by assiduous and lofty culture. Yet this longing—
which lies at the root of life, which enters largely into the
elements of chivalry, which nature has inextricably inter-
twisted with the holy joys of maternity—is singled out
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as the one, and the only one, which must be smothered,
if we would live in plenty or in peace. Do the laws
of pature say this? If so, they speak in a language
which is wholly exceptional, and which here, and here
only, has to be interpreted in a “non-natural” sense. Is
thereanyotherinstance in which Nature says in the most
distinct and imperious language, “Thou shalt do this?”
—and also in language equally imperious, if not equally
distinct, “1f thou dost, thou shalt be punished as in
other cases those only are punished who transgress my
laws ?” I know of no analogous instance.*

The various considerations suggested above appear
to point irresistibly to the conclusion—though to

* Two antagonistic considerations should be noticed here. It
has been suggested that the paramount and despotic strength
which the instinct in question has now assumed is not natural, but
excessive ; the excess being due to ages of unrestrained indulgence
added to other bad influences in the present. Probably this is so;
to a large extent I have no doubt it is, and this is one reason why
1 venture to entertain better hopes for the future. But it must be
admitted without doubt, I fancy, that at all events the instinct in
man is perennial, not periodic; and that on Malthus' theory the
utmost anticipateable moderation in its exercise would virtually be
just as certain to result in over-population and discomforting
pressure on subsistence, as its present pampered and abnormal
development.

Mr Darwin’s views and researches, again, remind us that the
universal law of all vegetable and animal life is the struggle for
subsistence, and that the conclusion we deprecate and deem impro-
bable is merely the natural inference that man is no exception to
the permanent and general rule. Certainly this is undeniable;
but surely the marvellous primacy of man, cerebrally, and therefore
mentally, renders it at least reasonable to seek to vindicate for him
an exceptional destiny, notwithstanding a common origin.
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justify it, or even fully to develope it, would require
a separate treatise, and not a mere incidental chapter
like the present—that Malthus’ logic, though so
keen and cogent, was at fault, because based on
imperfect and insufficient premises; that in addition
to the positive and preventive checks to over-popula-
tion notified by him, there ewist physiological checks
which escaped his search, and which will prove
adequate for the work they have to do ; that if we were
wise and virtuous, the positive check would entirely
disappear, (with the exception of death, in the fulness of
time), and the prudential check be only called upon to
operate to that degree which is needed to elevate
and purify and regulate the animal instinct, and which
is quite reconcileable with and conducive to virtue,
' happiness, and health ;—in fine, that Providence will
be vindicated from our premature misgivings when
‘we discover that there exist natural laws, whose
operation 18 to modify and diminish human fecundity
in proportion as mankind advances in real civiliz-
ation, in moral and intellectual development; and
that these laws will (unless we thwart them) have
ample time and space wherein to produce their effect,
long before that ultimate crisis shall arrive which the
Malthusian theory taught us so to dread. I briefly
touch upon ‘this point first. '

If any one island of limited extent and already
moderately peopled, Great Britain, for example, were
to be effectually isolated from the rest of the world,
either by natural causes or by human laws, it is
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obvious that, in a comparatively short time,—the
reproductive faculty remaining excessive,” as it is
now, and as it probably would continue to be—popu-
lation would press upon the means of subsistence, and
either increased mortality, or increased privation and
distress from the necessity of an augmerted severity
in the preventive check, must be the result. But
no country is thus completely isolated, and no near ap-
proach to such isolation can arise, except from human
folly, indolence, or ignorance. Such isolation and ab-
solute impossibility of expansion as would render the
Malthusian theory self-evident and indisputably true,
would be traceable, not, as he alleges, to the laws of
nature but to man’s interference with those laws.
Again, since a man can produce from the soil a great
deal more than is needed for his own subsistence, and
since in consequence, food will and may increase faster
than population,—granted only an unlimited supply
of available land,—4t is obvious that there can be
no mecessary pressure on the means of subsistence,
until all the available surface of the globe is taken
up and fully cultivated. ~Any pressure that occurs
before that extreme point is reached, it is clear, can
only be caused by impediments to expansion; and all
these impediments are to civilized man artificial, not
natural—of human, not of Providential origin.\ It is
obvious that a single family or a single tribe, sur-
rounded by an unlimited territory of uninhabited and
productive soil, might go on multiplying indefinitely
and without restraint, on the sole condition of spread-
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ing as they multiplied; and that, so long as they
fulfilled this condition, they would never have an idea
of what pressure of population on subsistence meant,
till they had reached the bounds and exhausted the
resources of the habitable earth.

Now what are the practicable impediments to thls
gradual extension of man over the earth, analysed and
traced back to their source? Why do men not thus
spread as they multiply ¥ Why have they not always
done so? That they have a natural tendency to do
so we know. It is the dictate of nature and of com-
mon sense to take in a fresh field from the outlying
waste, or to extend their forays over a larger hunting-
ground, as children grow up and marry, and as more
mouths have to be fed. It has been the practice of
mankind to act thus in all times and in some form, so
far as history can reach back. There are two ways in
which men may spread : they may either actually dis-
perse and settle on other lands, or they may remain
at home and exchange the products of their industry
for the products of those other lands. The one is
emigration, the other is manufacture and commerce.
The process by which the earth has been peopled has
been usually a mixture of the two, and for the purpose
of our argument it is jmmaterial which is followed, or
in what manner the two are blended. People who
multiply and live in plenty bring new land into culti-
vation, and virtually spread themselves, whether they
cultivate that new land with their own hands, or
through the instrumentality of others whom they
employ and pay.
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The impediments to the spread of man over the
globe are either natural or artificial, physical or moral
The physical ones, properly regarded, will be seen to
be, and to have usually been, nearly inoperative. They
are climate, sea, and distance. As far as distance is
concerned, this is practically an impediment chiefly in
the case of too dense populations situated in the
interior of Continents and Countries, and hemmed in
and kept at a distance from available spare land by
surrounding numbers.  Locomotion, no doubt, is
difficult and costly to the poor; but in civilised States
neither the difficulty nor the cost are insuperable.
In the beginning, of course, a community spreads from
the outside and gradually, and as it spreads, and as civi-
lization increases with numbers and dispersion, roads are
made, and means of communication are opened up in all
directions. Even mountains and rivers are mere dif-
ficulties to be overcome, not obstacles to prevent. Sea,
as we know, operated to check expansion only in the
earliest times, in a very slight degree, and in rare and
isolated spots, such as some of the remoter Polynesian
islands. To civilized man it is a prepared highway, a
channel of communication, not a barrier to migration.
Climate, where, as in all natural cases, the expansion
of the community is gradual, merely directs the course
of population, and does not check it. Man accommo-
dates himself to climate and provides against its rigours
as long as it yields him a fair recompense for his labour.
When it ceases to do this, if he lives according to
nature, he turns elsewhere, and virtually the limits of
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the habitable world, or at least of available land, have
been reached in that direction. '

The real impediments to expansion—the reasons
why man has not spread freely as he multiplied— have
all been of a different order, and have proceeded from
himself alone. The first has been his indolence. He
was too lazy or unenterprising to go far afield for his
food ; he preferred to remain on the land where he
was born ; he chose to be satisfied with scanty food at
home rather than seek plenty a few miles away; he
was willing even in barbarous times to fight with his
brethren for subsistence, or to abstain from marriage,
or to let his children die from insufficient nutriment,
often indeed to kill them, rather than rouse him-
self to the exertion of seeking abundance in a new
home. This indisposition to spread operates every-
where and always in some measure and in some form.
With some it is ignorance of what new fields offer
them, and how easily they can be reached—as with the
Dorsetshire peasants. With others it is mere “concen-
trativeness "—a tendency to the maladie du pays—
as with the French and some Celtic nations. But in
all cases, so long as the land is there, and the means of
reaching it exists, the impediment is buman ; and man
has no right to speak of “ pressure of population on
subsistence,” and to' reproach Providence in his heart.

The second impediment is meeting with hostile
nations who compress each other and forbid mutual
expansion. They may not be to blame ; for as long
as boundless, unoccupied lands exist, each tribe may be
entitled to say to every other, “ Go and expand else-
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where, and leave us alone.” But this impediment,
like the other, is to be surmounted by sense and
energy, and comes not from God but from man.

A third set of obstacles is often interposed by human
laws. Restrictions on migration and restrictions on
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