TENDRILS AND CLIMBING PLANTS.

Slotes from Mr. Farwin,
By THE AUTHOR oOF “ STONE EDGE.”

A SHORT paper upon Tendrils and Climb-
ing Plants was published by Mr. Darwin
some years ago in a scientific periodical which
comes into the hands of few but scientific
men, and is now out of print. It is a perfect
model of accurate and delicate observation,
and the help to be derived frem it towards
the enjoyment of what we ought to see around
us is so great, that a sketch of its contents is
here attempted, in order that a more general
public may share the benefit of Mr. Darwin’s
teaching as to the manner in which nature
should be watched and questioned.

It is a proof of how dull and unobservant
we most of us are, that such beautiful contn-
vances should so long have passed unnoticed.
The absence of intelligent perception among
men in general must indeed be great when
these simple observations of objects which
are before us all were never made untila Ger-
man botanist, M. Hugo Mohl, wrote a paper
upon the revolving motion in tendnl -bearing
plants in 1827. This was followed by two
memoirs in 1843 by a Frenchman, M. Du-
trochet, while the great circle of cosmopolitan
science is carried on by the American
Mr. Asa Gray, and finally by the Englishman

who has thus methodised and interpreted the -
whole subject.

Plants mount and cling by four different
methods.  Firstly, those which twine their
whole bodies round a support, like the Hop,.
the Honeysuckle, and Wistaria ; next those-
which hang on by their leaves, like the Cle-
matis ; thirdly, the “real tendril-bearers,” as
the Passion-flower ; and, lastly, the Hook and.
Root Climbers.

These all have the most determined likes.
and dislikes, and will only do exactly as they
please, wken they please. For instance, one
particularly dainty Australian plant refused
to cling to the thin or thick sticks, branched
twigs, or stretched strings supplied to it by
Mr. Darwin, but hung out its long arms
helplessly in the air, until at length a pot with
a second set of uprights having been placed
alongside, it found what it wanted, ie., a
number of little parallel posts, when it imme-
diately travelled laterally backwards and for-
wards between them quite happily, with a
sort of weaving process, sometimes embracing
several supports at once, such as its parents
had been accustomed to in the thick scrub at
home,
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