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THE LARRA MERINO-A NEW
VARIETY,

By Baumi

I'or many years past it has besn the costom
ol persous eng in the wool trade to make
use of the term ' the Asstralian merino,” as
if spesking of a distinet variety of this breed
of aheep, whereas the only ditferance hithetto
eristing between the Australisn and the
European merino bas leen caoesd by food
and climate. The difemnt character of the
wool grown in the Aunstralisn coloniss, ns
compared with that fron other parta of the
world, i s0 marked ns o almost juatify the
term ueed in the trade. Even in Anstralia
there ia a great divermity of character in the
wool from different portions of the vast
island continent. Wool from the splendid
grazing districts in the western porsonr of
Victoris, where the clinate ia comparativ.),
pool, differs greatly from that grown on the
ahieap reared on the lot plasins of Hiverina,
o in the almost tro climate of the
Cpeensland downs, all, however, the
character known as ‘‘Australian’’ is D.|I.l.|n|j
marked, It is the besaty mnd softness of
the Apstralian wool which have gainad for it
s world-wide fame, The b s of stud
sheep in all the colonier have spared naither
their time nor money © prodoce an animal
a8 mear perfection u8 posaible, and their
patience, akill, and ndusiry have been
amply rewarded, The sheesp produced from
theas stud tlocks have been regarded by
gheepowners, and with considerable show
of reason, aa having Hgher qualities to ro-
commend them than siesp from any other
part of the world. Thereault ia that merino
sheep nre now but rarey imported, and any
owner ol & stud flack weanld be thonght to run
 great risk of deteriorating the character of
his aheep if he wers to use imported rams,
no matter whence they came.

Among coarse-wodlled shesp thers have
been always kuown s great many broeds,
most of them possesing distinet charse-
teristica which sunitec the districta in which
they were bred. O1 tle origin of these many
hreeds of sheep then is no record, The
more distinet varietist have been known for
many years, The chirscter of each breed
was well marked, and wuld be told by experts
with certainty, Bot whether they sre de
woended from distinel sources, or produced
after long years by the effect of food and
climate, combined with selection, is mot
kpown, During the last quarter of a centuty,
however, & great changs has taken place, snd
now such & Al ¥ flock of any of
the old bresds ME not to be lound in
(ireat Britain. Impriversent by sslection
and haa been e ruls, and the result
ham been that the breeders coald have
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distinet breed, and =il crossings with other
breeds have, ma » rue, resulted in disag-
intment. A sross with soms of the coarse
reeds has sometimes been attended with
success, where it has bien smployed to bresd
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| mot be uninterssting.

success, where it has bien empl to breed
an animal for the butower, but tint has,
with one exception, uheays been foand ob.
jectionable in & permansnt tock. The single
axception is the tlock o silky Lincoln shesp,
bred by D, Brown, which are ssid to be true
to type. Thess sheep were uoed by in-
troducing & cross of merino to
of Lincoln sheep, It has always been a
matter of pride with the owners of stud
merino (looks to show lor how many genera.
tions their flocks have existed without the
taint of & cross with animals of fnferior or
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sy, one of thess s carefally
llg:t of pure m that had never besn
known to have a cross
A third instancs of the appearance of
tincs variety of nhaep occurred about 10
g0, in the stud Hock of Mr. Joba L. Cazrie,

:
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ol Larm, of which it is the intention of the
wriler to give someé description., As tha
subject has not besn muoch studied, parhapa
an acoount of the two previous instances will

The firat instance in the history of oar
domestic animals of the spposrance of & new
vizisly ol antirely different cyps to the parent

ovourred in the year 1701, when a ram
lasnly was born in Massuchusetis, U.B A,
having short crooked legs and a long back
like a turnspit dog From this animal che
otter or Ancon breed was obtained, and ma
they oould not laap over lonces it was thought
they would prove waluabla., Thas wariaty
proved remarksbly true to type, bot alter
some yearn they wers gradually replaced by
superior abeop, and at lest eotirely disap-

penred.

The seocond instanos was quite as well
marked and of much greater value, In the
yoar 1525 o am lamb was born in a flock of
pure merioos on the Mauchamp Farm, Com-
muna de Jovincourt (Francs), remarkabls
for it Iogs. smooth, straight, and wsilky
wool, M. Uraax, the propristor of the larm,
entabliahed 31:1"“& of sheep from this ram,
which proved trae to type, navar aho any
dispoeition to returmn to the character of the

t flock. The origioal ram and his
mmediste offapring were of small sizs, with
large headm, narrow chests, and loog flanks,
but thess Lilemishea wars ramoved by jadiclons
aelection, The following extracts will show
how highly the new variety was sstimated - —
Lectures om the Exhibitom of 1851 --{On
Wool, by Richard Owen, F.HE8)—"' The #
cimoos of French wool selected as meritiog
| the reward of the prize medal wers No, 1,240,

Le General Girod de I'Ain ; No. 1,080, from
| the Naticnal Sheep Farm of Ramboaillet ; No,
J54, F, Richsr, pure merino wool, transmitisd
from (Gourix Calvados. Among the sors of |

maoan] ahamen in tha Weanah dardirdmant wara
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from Gourix Calvados. Among the sorus of |

wool ghown in the French de ent ware
gpecimens chrintened by a well skilled Eng.
liah expert a8 ‘s wool of siogular and peco-
linr properties, the hair glossy snd eillky,
mirnflar to mohair, retaining at the same time
ceriain properties of the merino bresd.” Thia
wool was axhibited by M. J. L. Granr, of the
farm of Manchamp, Commane de Juvingourt

| (Adene). ne the prodoos of s pacnlinr variat

of merioo breed of aheep. The jury enter
into an inquiry not only into ita commareisl
valoe and applioation, but into the partl.
cularmof the production of this new kind of
wool, and foond it to ba one of the very few
inatancen in which the origin of & new varisty
of & domestic quadruped can ba satisfactorily
traced, with all the clircumatances nttending
its devalopment wall anthenticated. In the
year 1524, ome of the ewesa of the flock of
merinos, on the Mauchamp Farm, prodaced a
male Iamb, whioch, amit grew up, bscame re.
murkable for the long, Amooth, straight, and
nilky character of the fibre of the wool, and
for the smoothness of ita horoe, 1t waa of
small size, and presented ocertain defects in
its conformation, which have disappeared in
ita descendante.  In 1520 M. Granz employad
this ram, with the view of obtaining other
rama having the same quality of Tha
produce of 1830 included only one ram and
one ewe bhaviog the silky quality ol wool
That of 1531 produced fouar rama and one
ewe with the silky quality of wool. In 183
the rama wera auffiplently numarons to ssrve
the whole flock. In each subsequent year
the lnmbe bave bean of two kinds—ons &n-
serving the charsoteristica of the ancient
mece, only o listle longer and finer in the
wool ; the other ressmbling the rama of the
uaw breed, some of which retained the large
hesd, long neck, narrow chest, and lean
{lankaof theabnormal progenitor, whils othera
combined the ordinary and betier formed
body with fine milky wool, M. Oranx pro.
fited by it resumption of the normal
type, and &t length snoccesded in obialning a
fiock combining the fine, long, silky flsece,
with amaller heada, ahorter necks, broader
flanks,. and more ¢ ous cheats. The fine
silky wool of the achamp merino is re-.
ma: lcable for ite qualities as combing woal
owing to the strecgth as well aa the langth
and finenesa of its fibre. It is found of great
valos in the manufacture of Cashmers shawla,
heing second only to the trus Cashmers
fleoce, mnd in of peculisr utility when com-
bined with Caahmere wool, in imparting to
the manufacture qualities of strength and
consistence, in which Cashmers is deticient,
The quantity of wool yielded by the Mau.
champ merino is amaller than in the ordinary
merino, but the price realised in the market
in 2 par cent. above that of the beat merino
wools,” Im the report of ths jories of the
Paris Exhibition of 1567, the Manocham
marino wool is again very tavoorably no

sud & regret is expressed thast the wool.
growers of France had, from prejudics,
neglected this valuable va of marinoahsep,
Some articles, mannfactured by M. Davin, of

Ml Benee flle el —ess eccs bl odeled
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Some articles, mannfactured by M. Davin, of
Parie, from this wool were greatly admired
for their besuty. From some cause or other,
the French flock-masters donot seem to have
estimated the new variety ol marino at it
trne value, and it is ssid that the ook was
destroyed during the Franoco Prossian war.
The origin of the Larra merino is singolarly

like the two instances aliea:ly mentionsd,
The following sketch will ahow the in
of the parent flock :—In 1808 Mr, Jobn
Macarthur, then lieutenant and natar,
went to Eugland, and, ss & & favoar,
wis parmitted to purchass s tew pure Br.n.hh
merinog from the King's (George IIL) pri.
i exportation of

merinoa from Spain was s o8 crime, and
specimens of the breed coald only be abtained
by Royal lsvour. These aheep Mr. Macarthur

t to New South W lﬁﬂlhitl'lﬂ
mmd&.muﬁnﬂﬂ. rom

dinposdtion thanis neasl with mesinos. Thoeee
qualities would recommend them to sheep-
ownere, gven withoat the supsrior character
of wool. In meversl inatances whare Camdem
sheep have been introduced into Vietoria,
Iamba possemning the silky luostrons charaster
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lamba possemning the silky lostroas charaster
of wool bave been bore, but the ownaers have
not taken much motice of them. In Mr.
Carrie’a flock it ssemsd as if there was a
tent offort om the part of natare to pro-
uce the new variety, which, from ita many
high qualities, bids falr to become the ' Aus-
tralian merino.” In the year 1871 Mr, Carria
sent » couple of fleeces of the *' Lurra
maring” wool to England, in order to have
the opinions of the best experts as to ita
commercial valoa, Of thin wool Moaars.
Jobn Bmith and Sonm, of Beadford, express
tha [ollowing opinion - —

" We have exomined the wool sent by you,
and referred t& lnt l'\'.'l;ll.l'l of the 8th inst. uf'
are very anre that vhe pscaliar straighe, thio,
and eilky fibre cannot b-w apoken
of, and would be h{! ted in the
trade. We must add that, taken with all it
qumﬂuﬂou‘: ftis the bestsample of wool
wa aver sAw,

Messrs. Armytage, Sanderwon, Murray, and
Co.,, London. to whom the wool was saneg
forwarded the fleaces to M. Ed. Richou,

tollowing opinion

" Lo Catean, Dec. 1, 18TL
" J, Banderson, Kaq.

"' My dear mir,—I bave received your lavour
of the 27th November, I have sxamined
carefully the two flssces of Mr. Carrie. They
are most suitable for our purposes, and their
lustre and silkiness give them an advantage
upon the ordioary JI..C. elip. I think that
bules compossd of such n t wool would
tetch o long price. It Is o quality of grest
valoe for light colomrs, or to ba mired with
pilk. The Fremch breed of onllad
Manchamp had not at all the same ¢
It wan more like goat's w and could mot
have suited our parposes. shall be mowt
happy to give vou any other information, if
you want ik Yours, &a,

(Signad) “"Ev. Rirmoo.™

With such favoarable reporta as two ths
valne of the wool, Mr, Carns was indased to
E‘l.r more attention wo the new type of merino,

be original ram proved to be a splendidly-
formed animal, with s heavier earcans tham
oy Ay
on L] st 8 tha
ﬂmﬁr_ and the fleece heavier.
breading proved that the type was constant,
and now Mr, Carrie is o convinced of the

not

[T
esitate to use the rama in his pare flock—a
flock that has been hsld in the highest sati-
mation for many years past by the
mnsters of the A an colonies, and as the

was parchased
Inn__g ﬂgt_:i_._lnuhu igh price of 355 guinsaa,
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National Library of Australia

Australasian (Melbourne, Vic. : 1864 - 1946), Saturday 9 June 1877, page 25 (3)

lsnd flock st the high price of 355 guinsas.

Mr. Currie is of opinion that jadicioun
selsction the peculiar charactar of the Larca
merino will attain & muoch higher develop-
ment than it has yet resched.

The 1esnlt of this attempt to de ina
higher d the moat important indastrial
mﬂit the Australian colonies will bes

ed forward to with the greatest intarest
tbgm“ having the wellare of Auatralis
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