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Stltuul and Qiullzge.

ON Thursday of this week will occur at

the Academy of Music in this city the fourth in

the series of annual intercollegiate oratorical

contests. The origin of them was. perhaps, a

suggestion of Col. Higginson's, and Princeton

College was the first to take it up, followed by

Williams, whose president, Hopkins, is said to

have remarked that he “ believed in that sort

of a skull race.” Princeton and Williams

called the first convention in 1874. Fourteen

other colleges responded; but, owing to one

cause or another, but live colleges sent in

essays, and but six took part in the oratorical

contest which took place Jan. 7th, 1865.

Since that time there have been annual

contests in oratory and competition for

essays on philosophical or literary subjects,

and for ' proficiency in Latin, Greek,

and mathematics. The association now ex

ists under a charter, and embraces twelve

colleges-namely, College of the Cir y of New

York, Cornell, Lafayette, Madison, North

western, Syracuse, Princeton, Rutgers, St.

John's, University of the City of New York,

Wesleyan, and Williams. The contest of this

year, says The liorld, includes oratory, essay

writing, Greek, Latin, mathematics, and men

tal sciences. In each of the last four branches

a first prize of $250 and a second prize of $150

is offered. The first-prize orator will receive

$150 and the second 875. Two first prizes of

$150 will be given for essays. The subjects for

essays this year are, lst, “ The Advantages and

Disadvantages of the American Novelist”; and

2d, "The Growth and Progress of the Polit

ical Partles of the United States since the

Foundation of the American Union.” Twelve

essays were handed in, the majority upon the

former subject. The total number who ap

plied to the tribunal this year desiring to com

pete was fifty-seven. They were all declared

eligible.

. .. .Gov. Rice, of Massachusetts, in his annual

message states that the school statistics show

that many thousand children in the state are

not availing themselves of the advantages

which the schools ailord. He recommends

that the compulsory law and the laws relating

to habitual truants should be thoroughly en

forced by local authorities, so that every child

of school age, whose physical constitution will

permit, shall be required to attend school

regularly. On the question of school hygiene

he says: “ The duty of the state to provide for

the physical, as well as the mental training of

the rising generation is becoming every year

more and more fully recognized. School

committees and school teachers are, as a rule

quire aware of the responsibility which rests

upon them of seeing not only that the health

of the children committed to their charge

suflers no detriment, but that the whole nature

of the pupils, physical, as well as mental,

is developed harmoniously. Unfortunately,

however, school officers, even with the best

intentions, often find themselves unable, owing

to a lack of technical and professional knowl

edge, to accomplish all that could be desired

in this direction. To meet these and other

similar defects in our school system, it seems

desirable that a law should be enacted author

izing and in large cities requiring school

boards to appoint a medical oificer, whose

duty shall he to give advice as an expert on all

questions relating to the sanitary condition of

the school-houses or to the health of the

pupils, and to render such services as an in

spector and examiner as would properly

devolve upon such an oflicer.”

....In England there is held annually what

is called the Conference of Head Masters. The

first of these conferences was held in 1869, the

object being to bring together, for the purpose

of discussing all questions respecting schools

and education, the head masters of the Ligh

schools. Much of the session. this year was

occupied with the question of the professional

training of teachers.

.. . .The Illinois State Teachers’ Association

endorses "with emphasis and without equivo

cation the co-educational system of schools,

primary, secondary, and university, now in

successful operation in this state, believing

that the true interests, physical, mental, and

moral, of both sexes are far better observed by

this plan than by the system of separate in

struction.”

....The University of Minnesota will abolish

its preparatory school in June, 1879, and leave

to the high schools of the state the work of

preparing the students for the University.

. . . .At a conference of college presidents in

Columbus, Ohio, recently, a resolution was

adopted approving military drill in state insti

tutions.

.. ..The estimates for the Massachusetts

schools this year amount to $107,622.

..-..Illinois has 28,000 teachers and 750,000

scholars.

gtiillltfi. ~

A YANKEE editor, in a financial article,

says: “Money is close, but not close enough

toreach.” '

.Those young ladies at fairs who sell

five-cent pin-cushions for three dollars ought

to be arrested for robbing the lIlilll'fl.

. . . .An old bachelor explains the courage of

the Turks by saying that a man with more

than one' wife ought to be willing to face

death at any time.

. . . .“Foregoes ” was the word put out at a

written spelling exercise, by one of our city

teachers recently. And one little boy handed

in: “Go, go, go, go.”

. . . . Candid Husbmd: “ I tell you what, Rose,

it was well I didn't meet that superb creature

before our l‘.Iarria.ge." Wffstwith equal can

dor) : “ It was for you."

.. . .He was from the country, and he came

to town for the first time. As helooked at the

telegraph wires, he said : " Why do you make

your wire-fences so high .' "

....With four metallic qualifications a man

may feel pretty certain of worldly success.

They are gold in his pocket, silver in his

tongue, brass in his face, and iron in his heart.

....A book has recently been published

“How to Live Within Your Income." The

advice is good; but if some benefactor of this

kind would kindly tell people how to live

without it he would confer a boon on thou

sands.

. Country Gentleman (to foreign friend):

" Hi! there. Fire. man! Don’t you see that hare

back there?" Foreigner .- “ Vat? Shoot ze

poor ting down as it retreat? No, no, my good

saire. Vait till he turn about and face me; then

I will." , -

....Anothcr illustration of the dignity of

labor: The workmen employed on the East

River Bridge occupy the most elevated and

commanding positions and'are most looked

up to of any men in either New York or

Brooklyn.

....The Hnwkeye man says that they are now

calling the dollar of the fathers the “ Nevada

Moon”; but just why it is unable to tell, unless

it is because it has four quarters, or because it

is so variable, or because of the lunacy of its

advocates.

....Two men disputing about the pronunci

ation of the word “either"—one saying it

was ee~ther, thd ‘Miler 1'-ther—agreed to refer

the matter to the ilrst person they met, who

happeuedto he an Irishman, and who con

founded both by declaring: “ it's nayther, for

it’s ayther.”

....This is from the Spice column of the

Commercial Bulletin} “We were shown a very

beautifully decorated piece of pottery yester

day. It was a deep red on the outside, and

the inside was decorated with two quarts of

beans and half a pound of pork."

....“Ohl that I were the Balkan Mount

ains I” sighed he to the ticket agent. “ That

is, indeed, a remarkable wish,” replied he.

"And why, pray, would you be anything so

impracticable?" “Because,” returned the

dead-head, “ if I were the Balkan Mountains,

you see, I could have nine passes.”

....A gentleman having boasted that it was

easy enough to “ do" railway companies out

of their fares, and that he had passed from

one station to another of a certain road the

day before without a ticket, was approached

by an officer of the road, who wanted to know

how it was done. The gentleman agreed to

tell for a “consideration." It was paid, and

then the omcer said: “Now tell me how you

did it.” “I walked,” quietly replied the gen

tleman.

.A party of young men were telling what

they would do were they shipwrec ed far out

upon the sea, and left buifeting with the

waves, without a plank to sustain them. Each

one gave his opinion, excepting Paddy Murphy,

who, after being asked for his, replied : “ Bad

cess to ye for a cowardly set of spalpcens

Ye‘d be afther savln’ yerselves, an’ not thryin’"

to save anuther. Why, it's Paddy Murphy

that would swim to shore an’ save himself, an’

thin come back an’ try to save anuther.”

.. . .A painter once a store did keep,

And he was quite a joker;

For when he found his girl asleep,

He with a yellow ochre.

When he with yell awoke that girl,

The painter thought he had her;

But she, though mad when she lay down,

Undoubtedly rose madder.

Y

His girl woke up brimful of mirth,

And joined him in a cotiilioni

He hugged her close, for she was worth

At least a quart of vermillion.

Qliulatnial gzgintct.

BAPTIST.

BARNABY, J., died recently at Harwich, Mass.

BAYLISS. Eowann E., evangelist, called to

Portland, Mich.

BODENHAM, J., lowa Center, oalled to CBS

cade, Iowa.

CARSON, J., removes from Panora to Stuart,

own.

COFFiN, H. W., ord. at Merrimac, Mass.

COLE, A. G., ord. at Marshfield, Mass.

DARGAN, J. H., died recently at Phoenix, S. C.

GALLUP. H. M., removes from Leslie to Co

lumbia, Mich.

HARRINGTON, A. K., settles at Salt River,

Mich.

HENRY, J. M., continues at Williamstown,

Mich.

KEENE, A. C., accepts call to Toulon, Ill.

LATHROP, E., D.D., Stamford, Conn., granted

six months’ leave of absence.

MAUL, W. R., Hoboken,_N. J., accepts call to

Mariner’s Harbor, Staten Island. -

OLNEY, L. W., accepts call to Hyde Park,

Chicago, Ill.

OWEN, E , Portageville, settles at Bennington

Center, N. Y.

OWENS, J. M., ord. at Rocky Creek, Ga.

PERRY, M. H., recognized as pastor of a new

church formed at West Union, Iowa.

RHODES, C. H., Parma, called to Traverse

City, Mich.

SNYDER, A., closes his labors at Bcllvilie,

Mich.

STRATTON, H., D.D., removes from Evans

ville, Ind., to Carrollton,Mo.

WALKER, A. J., West Wardsborough, Vt.,rc

signs, to take effect March 1st.

WEBB, J. N., ord. at Aurora, Neb.

WLLKIE, S. M., ord. and lust. at Paw-Paw,

Mich.

CONGREGATXONAL.

CHASE. Enwarm, inst. pastor Pavilion ch.,

Blddcford, Me.

CODDINGTON, G. S., removes from Medal-y

to Dell Rapids, Dakota.

DICKINSON, H. A., supplies Second ch.,

Huntington, Mass.

DODGE, G. S., Hebron, C0nn.,inst. at Rut

land,Mass.

GARDINER, E. P., enters upon his duties as

acting pastor of Payson Memorial ch.,

Portland, Me.

HADLEY, WILLIS A., Newington, accepts call

to Rye, N. H.

METCALF, H. D., closes his labors as supply

at Worcester, Mass.

MO RSS, G. H., inst. at Clarendon, Vt.

PEARCE, Tnos. G., late of Two Rivers, Wis.,

declines call to Onondaga, Mich.. and ac

cepts invitation to labor with the Church

' J at Armada, Mich.

SCUDDER, Jous l.., Brooklyn, N. Y., ord. at

Shrewsbury, Mass.

STONE, Hanvnr M., Worthington, inst. at

Saundersville, Mass.

STONE, Hauar J., Medford, Mass., supplies

Sanford, Me.

STRONG, C. B., closes his engagement at

Coleraine, Mass., and is now at George

town, Conn.

PRESBYTEBIAN,

ARCKHIBALD, W. .K., called to Pewee Valley,

y.

DAVENPORT, H., New York City, called to

Bridgeport, Conn. -

DOWD. W. W., of Presbytery of Troy, called

to Port Chester, N. Y.

GORDON, THOMAS, Findlay, 0., accents call

to Three Rivers, Mich.

GRAHAM, ROBERT, Christiana, called to Bran

dywine, Del.

KEIGWIN, Hnuar, accepts call to Harrods

burgh, Ky.

MENDENHALL. G. H., Fort Wayne, Ind., ac

cepts cali to Sixth ch., Pittsburgh, Penn.

MOON, S. H., Gilbert-svlile, N. Y., resigns, to

go abroad, on account of his health.

NELLIS, J. V. C.,Gowanda, called to Gilberts

u

ville, N. Y.

SEWALL, G. P.. Cayuga, declines call to Port

Cl16ll.6f, N. Y.

TAYLOR, H. W., removes from Newport, Ky.,

to Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, 0. .

THOMAS, W. D., accepts call to First ch.,

Winona, Minn..

WILSON, G. W., Warsaw, Ind., accepts call

to Cassopolis, Mich.

PBOTBSTANT EPISCOPAL.

AYRES, Nanson, accepts call to Brownsville,

Texas.

BARSN WELL, W. H., ord. priest at Charleston,

. C.

BENEDICT, SAMUEL, D.D., instituted rector

St. Paul’s, Cincinnati, 0.

GALLAGHER, PBYTON, removes from Geneva,

N. Y., to Clifton Station, Va,

JAMES, F. 0., called to Christ Church, Spring

field, Mo.

KAI§CHER, M., accepts call to White Haven,

a.

LEONARD, ABIEL, resigns Grace Church, St,

Louis, and accepts call to Hannibal, Mo.

LYTTON, J. P., accepts call to Sherman,

Texas.

RANDOLPH, Cnantns, ord. priest at Rich

mond, Va.

RIDLEY, J. J., D.D., Brownsville, Texas, re

signs on account of ill health to go to

Somervllle, Tenn.

STEPTOE, R. W., Brandy Station, Va., died

recently from accidentally swallowing a

dose of corrosive sublimate.

STUART, Ronnrrr S., removes from Amlte to

New Iberia, La.

gitmiturz.
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‘DAR‘WIN'S BOPANICAL STUDIES.*

BY PROFESSOR ASA GRAY, LL D.

Times. of Mr. Darwin's volumes relate to

the economy of flowers as regards repro

duction, and to the adaptaiions of many of

them to be benefited by the visits of

insects. These volumes; taken in the

order of publication, are: 1. That on “ The

Various Contrivances by which Orchids are

Fertilized by Insects,” brought out in 1862,

but re-elaborated recently in a second

edition, which appeared early in the past

year; 2. “The effects of Cross and Self

Ferlilizalion in the Vegetable Kingdom,"

which was published in the year preceding;

8. The volume now before us, which con

cludes the series, but which is in part of

much earlier date; about half the volume

being a reprint, with many additions and

some corrections, of two or three papers

which were contributed to the Linnaaan

Society of London and published in its

journal, one of them in the same year in

which the book on orchid fertilization first

appeared. These papers were hardly ac

cessible to general readers, and yet are

necessary to the full presentation of a very

popular and fascinating subject, which Mr.

Darwin has made his own_. Not that this

volume—0r either of the three—-is light,

popular reading; for this, in particular, is

filled with statistics and tables and nu

merical details, and the topic is too remotely

associated with what is called Darwinism

to derive an adventitious interest from the

“ Origin of Species " and the " Descent of

Man." But it has an interest and a value

of its 0wn—one which is shared by two

preceding works of Mr. Darwin, which

should be reckoned in the series—that on

climbing and that on insectivorous plants.

While Darwin's other and more famous

works have opened new channels of thought

and new lines of speculation, these have

led‘ into new fields of observation and of

easy research —not in far-ofi regions, or

under the microscope, which comparatively

few can possess or be trained to use; but in

the common things which are everywhere

around us, in which, with newly-opened

eyes, we may now read new meanings, and

discern plans, adaptations, contrivances

which the philosophers of the past genera

tion never dreamed of, but which are made

so plain that even a child may mainly

understand and be interested in them.

The educational value of this new knowl

edge can hardly be overestimated and is

only beginning to be felt.

Our meaning may be illustrated from the

matter which first presents itself in this

book on The Diferant Forms of Flowers 01'

Plants of the Seine Species. Why should

a plant have two kinds of flowers? When

the two kinds are of opposite sexes—as in

willow trees—the immediate reason why is

obvious enough. But in the cases which

first take our author's attention both kinds

are equally perfect, both have stamens

and pistils, and, therefore, all that is requi

site for seed-bearing. Why should individ

uals raised from seeds of the same pod

differ in their flowers, and yet all the

flowers be perfect? The difference is one

which a casual observer would not be

likely to notice. Not many of those who

adorn their rooms with pots of Chinese

primroses in winter, or of English prim

roses in spring, or who gather Housto

nias in our low meadows, have observed

that, while in the blossoms of one clump

the tip of the pistli projects, in those of

another clump the same position isoccupied

by the tips of the anthers; that when the

tip of the pistil, or stigma, is exposed at

the orifice of the flower the stamens are

situated lower down within; that when the

anthers project the shorter pistil places

the stigma of that flower at the same hight

as the anthers of the other. Still, this

reciprocal relation has long been known to

botanists, and in the case of primroses the

English fiorists have names to designate the

' Tun Dtrrsanrwr l-‘onus or Fnownrzs on Pnaw-rs

orrm-: SAME SPECIES. By Cnannns Danwm. LL13.

London; Murray. New York: D. Appleton &Co., 1877.

Pp. 352.
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two sorts. Mr. Darwin has the credit not

of discovering the two kinds, but of finding

out the meaning of it.

In the first place, he saw that here was

something to be explained. He was not

content, as his predecessors were, with

noting that the thing was so; but he

assumed that there was a reason why.

And he then set to work, in the true induct

ive mode (but not in Lord Bacon's way),

to discover this reason. He conceived an

hypothesis of a general principle which

would completely explain these cases. He

found that it would equally explain a great

variety of other cases; that within its

proper limits it would explain them all;

and he, therefore, inferred that the sup

posed principle was a true one. The prin

ciple is that “Nature ablrors perpetual

self-fertilization"; or, expressed without

metaphor and in its application to the

case in hand, that these flowers, though

consisting of both sexes and capable of

self-fertilization, were intended to act as if

of separate sexes—that the pollen from the

anther of one kind of flower was intended

to reach and fertilize the pistil of the other

kind, and so reciprocally. He then con

firmed this particular supposition by obser

vation; saw that certain insects, habitually

visiting these blossoms for nectar or other

food, actually carried pollen from the

high anthers o_f one flower to the high stig

ma of the other sort, and from the low an

thers of the latter to the low stigma of the

former; that the adjustments and lengths

were such as to secure this cross-fertiliza

tion; and, finally, the intention was made

the more manifest by experiments which

proved that pollen of the one sort would

act promptly and effectively upon the

stigma of the other sort, but less so and

sometimes not at all upon its own stigma.

The illustrations of this principle in various

similar or analogous cases and the confirma

tion of it by evidence, mostly in the way of

experiment, fill the larger part of this

volume.

The conclusion is that there is some ad

vantage in having two sexes in plants, as

well as in animals; that this advantage is

gained sometimes by having flowers of

separate sexes in distinct plants, as in

willows, but there with the disadvantage

that half the trees are barren; or on differ

ent flowers of the same individual, as in

pines and oaks, but still half the flowers

are barren; or, finally, by the recipro

cal fertilization of hermaphrodite flowers,

and here with the economical advantage

that all may be fruitful. Such is the econ.

omy of Nature. But she is multifarious in

her economy. In the book on orchids Mr.

Darwin shows how the same economy is

subserved, and the cross-breeding made

equally srrre, in hermaphrodite flowers of

one sort, the parts of which are so arranged

that the pollen can seldom act at all except

when transported by insects, while then in

most cases it will be transported from one

flower and from one plant to another. In

these publications attention is directed to

various different arrangements—“contriv

ances," as they are fittingly termed-for

securing the general or the occasional

cross-fertilization of flowers in a great va

riety of kinds. which were formerly thought

to close-fertilize. And in the volume on

the effects of cross and self-fertilization it

is shown by experiments, more or less

convincing, that such cross-breeding is

beneficial. We might feel assured that it

was from the manifold and elaborate

arrangements which conspire to secure it.

But, as these depend for success upon extra

neous agencies—uponinsects, winds, etc.-—

and are, therefore, more or less precarious,

they are supplemented by other and seem

ingly contradictory arrangements for a

certain amount of close-fertilization also.

Such are the topics of the book before us

and of the related volumes of the series.

Those who know of the author only ihrough

his writings upon evolution, and who look

on these with misgiving or alarm, may yet

share with us the interest with which we

welcome works like these. To restore the

idea of intention to its rightful place in

natural history is no insignificant achieve

ment. To open fresh fields of observation,

which are accessible to all, old and young,

‘ n which new illustrations of curious con

trivance and beneficial intention may be

discovered in great variety by common

observers, who have comprehended the

principle and learned to use their eyes, is

one of the latest and best contributions of

science to 6(ll1Critl0l1.

HARVARD COLLEGE.

-—'.—

Drr.JAmss Fassrrax Cnanxr-:’s six sermons

on Essentials and Non-essentials in Religion

(American Unitarian Association) is a very

serious and very excellent discussion of the

doctrines of Christian faith from the standpoint

of one who calls himself a Unitarian, but allies

himself with Evangelical believers in his and

their contest against Naturalism or Positivism

or Agnosticism. The chief points which he

makes are as follows: The faith of the Old

Testament worthics was essentially the same as

all true faith—‘‘ a looking up with trust to some

thing higher than themselves; a confidence

that, besides all that, is seen and temporal,

there is something divine, invisible, eternal.”

Christ was: 1. A man, with all human attri

butes; 2. A patriotic Jew, completely emanci

pated from all Jewish prejudices and bigotry,

a Son of Man, rather than son of Abraham;

3. The Way, the Truth,the Life, full of inspira

tion, and having the right to speak with author

ity; 4. One “who came to bring sinners to

God, to hringpardon for sin,” who first revealed

the infinite pardoning love of God, who first

brought in “ the great doctrine of the overcom

ing, all-conquering, omnipresent power of

divine love to redeem the lowest, to save the

most abandoned”: 5. “The Son of God. and

Divine—because fllled full of the Divine truth

and love, as always abiding therein. He, alone

of the sons of men, was always resting on the

infinite love. He has sent the same spirit, in

less degree, into the world,'and enabled us all to

say ‘Our Father.’ ” His divinity consisted

“in living in constant communion with God,

soas to be a perpetual manifestation of the

Divine truth and love.” We will not stop to

quote his defense of miracles against Natural

ism, nor his doctrine of-the inspiration of the

Blble,which is,like much of his writing, less

vague in its denials than in its affirmations,

nor his defense of the Church. One of tie

best chapters is that on conversion, which to

recognizes, as an eclectic theologian like him

might be expected to, to be either by “ catas

trophe” or “ evolution," either consciously

sudden or the growing fruit of early education.

“ it will not do,” he says, “to assume that all

respectable, decent, and well-behaved people

are necessarily going the right way. They may

really be going down, not up—slowly, insensi

bly, perhaps, but steadily. And, if so, they

must be called upon to repent and to make

themselves a new heart and a new spirit. And

that willprobably be a sudden change." But the

conversion is nothing unless its value is proved

by subsequent rlghtlife. "Unless we enterthis

kingdom of truth and love, what good in pass

ing the portalr The only advantage in begin

ning to goon this journey is that we should

keep on and arrive at the end. Is Christianity

is life? Then, in order to live, we must be

born ; but, unless we grow up, what good in

being born ii" The spirit of the book is most

excellent, and what it lacks is deflniteness of

statement. It seems as if it were impossible

for a Unitarian to use such terms as “ divine,”

“atonement," “inspiraiion" in any but the

vaguest sense. It is not now the erroneousness

that we object to, for much error can be-par

doned on subjects about which we cannot

know certainly; but haziness of definition and

statement is an intellectual offense which is

not condoned by the utmost kindliness of ira

ternal and Christian temper. '

. . ..The December Iortfolio has a. delightful

etching by Lhuillier, of Galnsborougb’s por

trait of Lady Georgiana Spencer, as a child;

also a heliogravure copy of an " Annunciation,”

by the old engraver“ W,” whom Prof. Sidney

Colvin supposes to be Woigemut, with whom

Albert Diirer served his apprenticeship ; also

a very pleasant, though quite dark etching by

P. Rnjou, entitled “Prayer,” and representing

an old peasant grandmother, with a Bible open

on her knees, teaching a little girl to pray.

Prof. Colvin’s essay on Diirer, his teachers, his

rivals, and his followers, is the most important

in this number.

Octavius B. Frothingham has pre

pared a tfseful biography of Gen-it Smith (G. P.

Pntr am’s Sons). With his religious and

political views he is familiar and in sympathy ;

but the picturelre draws is none the less accur

ate. With certain limitations, Gerrit Smith

was an honest and uncompromising reformer,

who played no unimportant part in the great

fight against slavery. The book has value as a

contribution to political history; and we are

glad that it has been so competently prepared

that no other life of Smith is needed. A finely

engraved portrait is prefixed.

.. . .We have received Vol. VIII of the ever

welcome Aldine. The -separate numbers have

been increased from twenty-eight to forty

four pages, admirably printed on excellent

paper giving the best effect to the large

American and imported wood-cuts which

adorn the volume. We might wish that more

attention had been paid to the products of the

Centennial, for this volume is for 1876: but it

has been by no means ignored, as some too

few pictures of pottery and porcelain show.

We wish the work had such patronage that it

might provide more full-page engravings of

American origin.

....The Manual of the Imfayetle-street Pres

byterian Church, of Buffalo, N. Y. (late Dr.

Heacock’s), was in its first edition of 1876

one of the most complete works of the kind

we have ever seen. It has been now enlarged,

through the able and kindly services of its

editor, Mr. W. M. Knight; and there has been

added a full account of the character, life, and

death of its much beloved pastor, to whose

faithful labors the church owed so much.

.Prof. H. S. Osborn sends us his Historical

Chart No. 1, a large sheet for the wall in Sun

day-schools. It includes the period from the

Creation to the Flood. The date is indicated

by alternate vertical-bands of white and yel

low, two inches wide, which are crossed hori

zontally by heavy black-bordered red lines,

which represent each of the antediluvian

patriarchs and extend across the centuries of

their life.

. . . .That newly-discovered, though old liter

ary treasure, Charles and Mary Lamb’: delight

ful Ibetry for Children, is republished by

Scribner, Armstrong & Co., in a beautiful

style, though rather too close a copy of Pa]

grsve’s “Children’s Treasury.” it is edited

by Richard Herne Shepherd, the English critic,

who appends Lambls “Prince Dorus,” and

some hitherto uncollected poems of the genial

essayist’s.

....Fr'rm Ground: Thoughts on Life and

Flrith, by George McKnight, is a somewhat

remarkable first volume of poems, for it is

wholly made up of sonnets. These sonnets

are constructed in the strict Italian form, and

in shape and spirit are better than some four

teen-line pieces of more famous authors.

They do not rise to the highest excellence, but

nearly all are good in thought and expression.

....Hobart’s Old Testament Map ofPa.ledi1re

(Logan D. Dameron, St. Louis) is a useful

wall-map for Sunday-schools, on cloth, the

map, exclusive of border, being about two feet

wide by three and a half long. New Testa

ment names do not appear, and those places

that are mentioned in both Testaments appear

in the form of the Old, as Lake Chinneroth.

. . . .Just in time for the holidays comes Jules
lVerue's new story, Hector Servadac (Scribner,

Armstrong & Co.), in the most brilliant of

covers and with very numerous illustrations.

We are inclined to think this wild but ingenious

astronomical story the most characteristic of

the author’s writings.

. . . 17rc Two Supercargocr (J. B. Lipplncottdc

Co.) is a sufficiently exciting story of African

adventure, by W. H. G. Kingston. The author

hopes it will interest young people in a subse

quent reading of the books of Stanley and Cam

eron, which it seems likely to do.

.. ..Mr. John Habberton’s serviceable series

of condensations from the standard British

essayisls of the last century is continued by

the issue of the The Taller, Guardian, and Free

holder, in one volume, the third in the series.

Comfort, by K. H. J. (Anson D. F. Ran

dolph & Co,), is an original collection of devo

tional posms,imbued with the spirit of genuine

piety and deep feeling. Their merits are small,

but so are their claims.

....A Complete Arithmetic (A. S. Barnes 6:

Co.) is added to the list of mathematical works

by Prof. William G. Peck, of Columbia Col

lege. It seems to us a well-arranged and com

prehensive text-book.

———.—

LITERARY NEWS.

Geokge Bancroft is working on the new vol

umes of his “ History of the United States,”

beginning with the era of the Federal Govern

ment.

The King of Sweden and Norway is about to

bring out a drama of which the scene is laid

in Upsala and which deals with early Swedish

history.

Mr. Cobden’s private correspondence, be

ing collected by his daughters, is said to

contain many interesting letters written by him

early in life.

Mr. Mark Twain will think twice or thrice

before he makes another such a speech as he

did at the Whittier Dinner. When Boston

spanks, she spanks hard and long.

The Academy says that SI. Nicholas, which

is now republished in England, is superior to

any English juvenile magazine. It says that

in both letter-press and illustration it “ has no

rival.”

Mr. E. C. Stedmau will have a poem in the

February Atlantic. Its rrtlelwfl not ,.,,,,,1,,,,

us, but we believe that the theme is taken from

the old French romance of “Aucassin and

Nicolette.” '

Dr. J. G. Holland has written a remarka

ble poem, the scene of which is laid in New

England. It is partly a story and partly an al

legory of the human heart, and it is said to he at

once weird and powerful.

An edition of one thousand copies of a

Portuguese translation of "Hamlet," by Don

Luis i, has been printed by the National Print

ing Oflice. His Majesty is now engaged upon

a translation of “ The Merchant of Venice.”

Mr. James Parton has an intention of taking

the life of Voltaire, who has never done him

any harm, that we are aware of..Be as merciful,

James, as you are inaccurate, and remember

that a memoir of Voltaire is not a monograph

on caricature.

Mr. George Parsons Lathrop has in con

templation a volume of verse for the " No

Name” series. Its specialty will be contribu

tions from all the leading poets of America,

whose names will be given, but will not be at

tached to their pieces.

Mr. Henry W. Longfellow is continuing

his popular “Poems of Places,” being row

engaged upon the poetic localities of New En

gland, which has never wanted for poets, from

the doomsday of Wiggieswort-h down to the

shining hours of the busy bee, Aldrich.

Mr. Thomas Edward, the Scotch workman

and naturalist, whose recent memoirs excited

much interest in England and were reprinted

here, is engaged in collecting further reminis

cences of his life, which may, when finished,

form a supplement tr the life, already pub

lished.

Prof. N. B. Shaler, of Harvard, will soon

publish a work entitled "Thoughts on the

Nature of intellectual Property and its Im

portance to the State.” Why on earth a

palreontologist should select this theme we do

not know. Why doesn’t Prof. Child give us a

treatise on the vertebrates?

The publication of a “ Universal Portuguese

Dictionary" was to begin in Lisbon, on Janua

ry 1st. The work will contain numerous en

gravings and will be completed in three quarto

volumes. Besides the usual matter, it will

furnish explanations of terms used in the

dialects spoken in the Portuguese possessions

abroad.

Spenser’s “ Faerie Queen," which is so long

and tedious that very few grown people of

considerable literary pretensions have ever

read it through, has been b riled down by an

English lady, Miss Towrie, into six fairy tales,

something as Charles Lamb did up Shakespeare

for the little folks; and Mrs. Haweis has just

done the same service for Chaucer.

Isn't it about time that somebody started

another mystery like that of Saxe Holm, which

mystifled nobody it For example, who has

read her statement, which is in all the newspa

per otiices in town, and which implicates him

as no white man ought to be implicated. Brrt

grant it true; what then? That is a Shaker

pearian mystery, which drives its ax home.

Mr. R. H. Stoddard has ventured into

the difficult path of light verse, in which we

are not accustomed to seeing him. His first

venture is to illustrate Kaemmerls " Wedding

Under the Directory"; an exquisite picture.

but not suggestive of poetic treatment, we

think, or, if so, suggestive only to the brilliant

imagination of a poet like Austin Dobson.

it was a masterpiece of wit in the mouth of

James T. Ficlds to say that his good frie- d

Whipple was so inapt in the ways of the world

that he used to go to his tailor and order a pair

of clothes i Boston used to laugh at that thirty

years ago. Now she is less element and more

inclement, as Mark knows. Will Mr. Fields

kindly inform us who was the original author

of "Tennyson has done for friendship what

Petrarch has done for love”? It arose like a

Phoenix from the grave of young Hallnm, cel

ebrated in " In Memoriam.”

R. H. Stoddard says in the January Swill

ner’s:

" We have two verbal portraits of Keats. and

both by skillful painters—Leigh Hunt and Ben

jamin Robert Haydon. ‘ He was under the mid

dle hight.’ says Hunt, ‘and his lower limbs

were small in comparison with the u per, but

neat and well turned.’ ‘ His shorrl ers were

very broad for his size. He had a face in which

energy and sensibility were remarkably mixed

up, an eager power, checked and made patient

by ill health. Every feature was at once strong

ly cut and delicately alive. if there was any

faulty expression, it was in the month, which

was not without something of a character of

pugnacity. The face was rather long than

otherwise. The upper lip projected a little

over the under; the chin was bold ; the cheeks

sunken; the eyes mellow and glowing, large.

dark, and sensitive. At the recital of a noble

action or a beautiful thought they would suf

fuse with tears, and his mouth trembled.’

Thus far his fellow poet. ‘He was below the

middle size,’ says Haydon, ' with a a low fore

head, and an eye that had an inward look. per


