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tendency which exists towards the gradual production of complete ne
crosis of carious teeth, and the various stages of death of the pulp, and
death of the periosteum taking place without pain or discomfort to the
patient. This condition may, of course, be brought about by a variety
of influences ; but in these special cases he is inclined to think that the
presence of nicotine in the mouth has acted powerfully. The experience
of other speakers in the subsequent discussion appeared to corroborate

object to operative surgery as a means of relief, or of prolonging life ; at

the same time, some have been induced to submit to explorations. for
missiles and other operations. Lately, lateral lithotomy* was performed
on a young Afghan boy by Dr. Kelly, assisted by Surgeon-Major Ches
ney of the 4th Ghorkas, and Surgeon-Major Porter of the Field Hospital.
The operating-table, on this latter occasion, would have afforded con
siderable interest to many ingenious inventors of operation-tables and
that of Mr. Hepburn, except that Mr. Oakley Coles thought the fre other surgical appliances. Devoid of all bolts, screws, levers, straps,
quent changes of temperature probably injurious and tending to produce and double inclines, it consisted of a pair of kajawars (square frame
cracking of the enamel, and Mr. Arthur Underwood thought that works, covered with cord, for the conveyance of cooking utensils on
smoking to the extent of injury to digestion tended to cause recession camels), placed on a foundation of stones. Had the table been one of
of the gums and otherwise to injure the nutrition of the teeth.
Weiss's best, the operation could not have been more successful.

TREATMENT OF DISEASE WITHOUT ALCOHOL.
MR. CHARLES DARWIN.
Dr. Webster, medical officer of the Union Infirmary of the parish of The Royal College of Physicians of London has done itself the honour
St. George's, Hanover Square, has issued a report, in which he states of associating itself with the name of Charles Darwin, by conferring

that in that Infirmary he has, at the request of the guardians, carried out
upon him the Baly medal for Physiology. The President of the Col
his intention of limiting the consumption of alcohol in the Infirmary, and lege, in presenting the medal to Mr. Darwin, at the meeting on June
has, in fact, adopted the non-alcoholic treatment of disease. In a few 26th, said that he felt that there were occasions when silence constitutes

cases, principally of emergency, a small amount of stimulant was ad

ministered ; but he has brought down the expenditure for stimulants in
one year to ?8. During the same period, Chelsea Infirmary, with three
hundred and nineteen fewer inmates, had spent on liquor no less than
,?"341 more; and Poplar, with one hundred and nine less, had spent ^617
more. The medical statistics which he gives tend to show that this has
been carried out without any detriment to his patients. The following
statistics, which he gives, and which he contrasts with those of other

the highest compliment. He should, therefore, only ask Mr. Darwin
to accept the medal which had been awarded to him by the College.
The award formed a fitting pendant to the Harveian Oration, which
had just been delivered by Dr. Wilks, in which the orator had impressed

upon the Fellows the necessity for the physician to follow Harvey's

advice and "search out the secrets of nature". No one has followed
this advice more fully than Charles Darwin.

AMALGAMATION OF THE BRITISH AND INDIAN ARMY MEDICAL
infirmaries where alcohol is freely used, show more favourable figures
I DEPARTMENTS.
than those of the infirmaries in question :
Average number Cost of Ale, Death-rate It is rumoured that the principal difficulties in the way of the long pro
of Patients. Wine, and Spirits, per cent.

Poplar and Stepney Sick Asylum .. .. 450 .. .. ?625 .. ..19

Central London Sick Asylum, Cleveland St. 226 ., .. ?278 .. ..16

St. George's Union Infirmary .. .. 559 .. .. ?S .. .. 12^

Chelsea Infirmary .. .240 .. .. ?349 .. .. 12^

jected amalgamation of the British and Indian Army Medical Depart
ments have been overcome. The financial strain in India is pressing
the subject toward a conclusion. One effect of the amalgamation will

Lambeth Infirmary .. .. .. .. 548 .. .. ?364 ., ., xo%

be the abolition of the existing double administrative medical staff, and
Central London Sick Asylum, Highgate .. 446 .. .. ?612 .. .. ioj|
an important pecuniary saving will be the result of this step. There
Dr. Webster adds that, if St. George's consumed relatively as much

already exists in India a very extensive and influential civil medical
stimulants as Chelsea, the cost would he ?800 per annum.
service, but it is so mixed up with the military medical service as to inter
"One or two facts", he says, " in our year's experience may be de
fere materially both with efficiency and with economy of administration.
serving of mention. Prior to their removal to St. George's Infirmary,
is understood that the new organisation will provide for a complete
more than thirty old women had been bedridden for various spacesItof
and thorough separation of these two services. The Indian civil medi
time, ranging from one to seventeen years. They had all been supplied
daily with brandy or beer, or both. The whole are now able to leave
cal service will be constituted entirely as a local establishment, and will

their beds. Many are able to walk about, some to work. Appetites
afford an opening for a medical career to those natives who have quali
have been developed for solid material ; and an interest is once more
fied for the medical profession, but who are constitutionally unsuited for
taken in the ' surroundings'. I am compelled to ascribe this ameliora
in colder climates. The Indian Army Medical Department
tion of condition to the altered moral state, greater physical energy, occupation
and
will cease to exist as a special department, and will be merged in the
improved food assimilation, brought about by the withdrawal of alcohol.
As an evidence of this better digestion, it might be recorded that on general
the
army medical service. There will then be only one corps of
male side a demand arose for extra oread, although the dietary army
was medical officers, and they will be available for duty in every
slightly superior to the one used at the other institutions. Another in
quarter in wTiich Her Majesty's troops are employed, whether India or
teresting item is that, out of the fifty-nine nurses and female officers, no
elsewhere; while all that concerns the control and administration of
fewer than forty-eight commute their allowance of ale for an equivalent
this united body will be placed in the hands of the Director-General of
in coin, and this quite voluntarily."
WOUNDED AFGHANS.

the Army Medical Department in London and the War Office.

SANITATION IN ZULULAND.
A CORRESPONDENT, writing from Safed Sung, near Gundamuck, says:
A CORRESPONDENT of the Cape Argus writes from Fort Tenedos on
In the conflict on April 2nd, at Futteabad, near Jellalabad, between
some of our forces of the ist Division, under command of General
May 7th that the authorities there seem to study assiduously the easiest
of filling the hospitals. Dead oxen are left to rot about three
Gough, and a large and determined body of Afghans, a large numbermanner
of
the latter were killed and wounded. Since the arrival of Sir Samuel
hundred yards out of camp, filling the air with a poisonous odour, while
the short services of a dozen men for a day would effect the burial of all
Browne and Major Cavagnari at Safed Sung, it has been ascertained
the carcases in the immediate neighbourhood. Then, as a further
that the greater number of the men against whom we then fought came
demonstration of how not to do it, an order has been issued that all
from the neighbouring villages, and that there are now many wounded
suffering severely from their injuries. By showing a desire to be men
kind are to bathe at a particular reach in the river, while all drinking
water is to be drawn below that spot. And, again, for four days a
and a readiness to aid those who fought so gallantly in defence of their
country, many of these unfortunate villagers have expressed a wish dead
for ox was lying in the river immediately at the bathing-place, and, of
course, just above the drinking-water. Some hundreds of men must
the benefit of British surgical skill ; in this they have been encouraged
have seen the carcase ; but it was left for a volunteer officer in the end
by Major Cavagnari, who has placed material at the disposal of Surgeon
Major Kelly of the Guides, under whom many are under treatmentI to
in make
a
a strong representation on the subject, and to finally superin
tent, near the Hospital of the Guides. Afghans, like Turks, as a rule,
[ tend the removal of the body. Contrast with this a solemn meeting of
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