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bearing on the interesting and somewhat complex subject of the distribu

tion of species within this State. Several of them , of course, must be

regarded as stragglers : Polioptila cærulea, Eremophila alpestris, Helmi

therus rermivorus, Helminthophaga pinus, H.chrysoptera , Dendlræca cærulea,

Icteria virens, Myiodioctes mitralus, Stelgidopteryx serripennis, Vireo nore

boracensis, Lanius ludovicianus var. excubitoroides, Coturniculus pas

serinus, Pipilo erythrophthalmus, Icterus spurius, Empidonax acaulicus,

Centurus carolinus, Strix flammea var. americana, Zenædura carolinensis,

Ægialitis wilsonia, Nyctiadea grisea var. nævia, Ariletta exilis, Gallinula

galeata , Somateria mollissima, S. spectabilis, Graculus carbo, Larus tridac

tylus, Sterna dougalli, and S. fuliginosa . It is interesting to note that the

last-mentioned bird was killed (“ September 20 , 1876 ” ) about the same

time that nine individuals of the same species were taken in Southern

New England. *

In conclusion , it is but just to say that “ The Ornithological Four” have,

in their ** Revised List of Birds of Central New York ,” not only done

themselves great credit, but have also made a contribution to our science

which must long remain authority concerning the region of which it treats.

I consider it the best list of the birds of any part of this State that has

appeared for many years. — C. H.M.

Hallock's SPORTSMAN'S GAZETTEER. — Mr. Charles Hallock , the

author of several books on field sports, and the editor and founder of

“ Forest and Stream ,” the well-known sportsman's journal, has just

issued a fifth edition of his “ Sportsman's Gazetteer and General Guide.”

This book has become a recognized authority on all subjects of which it

treats,having been already republished in England , France, and Germany.

The naturalist, as well as the sportsman, may find in it convenient direc

tions for reaching desirable localities for the prosecution of his field

work . The ornithological portions were, we believe, prepared by Mr.

George B. Grinnell. — J. A. A.

Coues's BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ORNITHOLOGY. - In the January number

ofthe present volume of the Bulletin (pp. 54-57), in reviewing Dr. Coues's

“ Birdsof the Colorado Valley,” we referred in termsof high praise to the

“ Bibliographical Appendix ” of that work , comprising a “ List of Faunal

Publications relating to North American Ornithology.” This, as was then

stated , forms only the North American section of the “ Faunal Publi

cations” series of a general “ Bibliography of Ornithology,” upon the

preparation of which Dr. Coues is well known to have been for a long

time engaged. That our unreserved commendation of thework.was well

merited is evinced by the subjoined “ Memorial,” signed by the leading

* Merriam , Birds of Connecticut, p . 134 , 1877 ; and Allen, List of Birds of

Massachusetts, p . 30, 1878.
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zoologists of England, and addressed to Dr. Coues as a testimonial not

only to the value and importance of the work he has undertaken , but of

their appreciation of the thoroughness of its execution , and of his fitness

for the gigantic task he has undertaken. Besides being one of the finest

compliments ever paid to an American scientist, it is an appeal to the

" powers that be ” for a recognition from our governmentof the importance

of the work Dr. Coues is doing for the science of ornithology, with the

hope that hemay be afforded every necessary facility for the completion

of the work under the most favorable circumstances. Furthermore , it is

agreeable and conclusive proof that English naturalists are ever prompt to

recognize American ones, and to extend to them a friendly, helping hand ;

and on this account cannot fail to be a gratification to American natural

ists in general, as well as to American ornithologists.

In heartily seconding this appeal to the Surgeon-General of the United

States Army, and to our government, we feel that we merely reflect the

sentiment of all American ornithologists, as we but echo that of the

memorialists, when we say that, aside from the great boon the completion

of the work would confer upon working ornithologists the world over, it

would redound greatly to the credit of our government, which has already

an enviable reputation for the aid it has given science, if it could be com

pleted under its auspices, since without its aid the completion of the work

cannot probably be soon accomplished. – J. A. A.

“ Memorial.

“ To ELLIOTT COUES, ESQUIRE, ASSISTANT SURGEON, UNITED STATES' ARMY.

“ We, the undersigned , beg,leave to express our high appreciation of the

· Bibliographical Appendix ' to your work , · Birds of the Colorado Val

ley ,' beiny No. 11 of the Miscellaneous Publications of the United States

Geological Survey of the Territories , under the charge of Dr. Hayden.

And at the same time we wish to place on record our gratitude to that

gentleman , and to the authorities of the Department to which you are

attached , for the liberality they have shown in granting you permission to

stay at Washington for the completion of this and other important works

upon which you have now been so long and so usefully engaged .

" The want of indexes to the ever increasing mass of Zoologicalliterature

has long been felt by all workers in every department of that science ; but

the enormous labor of compilation has hitherto deterred many from under

taking a task so appalling. It is with no small satisfaction that we recor

nize your readiness to devote yourself to work of this nature. Moreover ,

wefeel justified in hoping that should the instalment now published in the

volume above named be enlarged in a similar manner so as to include a

complete Bibliography of Ornithology, this branch of science will possess

an index to its writings perhaps more complete as to its scope and con

tents than any kindred subject of similar extent.
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“ An undertaking of this sort is beset with formidable difficulties ; not

only is its extent enormous, and the works relating to the subject are

widely scattered through many libraries, public and private : but the

qual tications of a good bibliographer are not easily to be found united in

one person. His application and industry must be untiring, and he must

be thoroughly conversant with the art of Bibliography. In addition to

these requirements, in a case like the present, an equally thorough knowl

edge of the subject under consideration is indispensable. You happily

combine all these qualifications ; your industry has long been approved ,

your knowledge of books is evident from what you have now put before

us, your knowledge of Ornithology has long been known to us.

well believe that the libraries of your own country are better stored than

any others with works relating to the Ornithology of North America, and

that therefore the • List of Faunal Publications relating to North American

Ornitholozy ' could be nowhere better prepared than in Washington ; but

when the ornithological literature of the whole world has to be examined ,

it stems to us almost indispensable that the older libraries of Europe, and

especially of England, France, Italy, Germany and Holland , should be

consulted , if one of the chiefmerits of your work is to bemaintained , viz :

- the consultation at first hand by yourself of every work mentioned

therein .

* This brings us to one of the chief objects of this memorial,which is to

express our sincere hope that time and means will be found you to prose

cute in Europe the great undertaking you have commenced so well, and

bring it to a successful conclusion . Should the authorities who preside

over the Department to which you belong — and especially the Surgeon

General of the United States Army who have hitherto so liberally

granted you facilities for the scientific work you have performed , be dis

posed to furnish you with these means of perfecting your undertaking, we

are convinced that it will reflect great credit to them and the country to

which you belong. We on our part, so far as England is concerned, are

ready not only to welcome a brother Ornithologist, but also to render you

every assistance in our power.

“ [Signed .] W. H. FLOWER, F.R.S., 8c., President of the Zoologi

cal Society of London .

T. H.HUXLEY, Sec. R. S.

Charles Darwin , F.R.S.

Sr.Geo. Mivart, F.R.S., Sec . L. S.

ALFRED R.WALLACE.

A. GUESTHER, F.R.S., Keeper of the Departmant of

Zoology, British Museum .

PHILIP LUTLEY SCLATER, M.A., Ph. Dr., F.R.S., Sec

retary to the Zoological Society of Lonilon .

ALFRED NEWTON, F.R.S., V.P.2.S., Professor of Zo

ology in the University of Cambridge.
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General Notes .

ODD BEHAVIOR OF A ROBIN AND A YELLOW WARBLER. - News

paper ornithology is generally worthy of little attention, but an article

entitled “ A Robin's Persistency,” published in the “ Daily Times ” of

Watertown, N. Y., in the issue of May 24 of this year, comes to me with

private indorsements of such a thoroughly trustworthy character, and the

incident related is so strange, that it seems worth while to give the




