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well how to employ, and for the rest the hook is composed of little
but description and dialogue of the most everyday character, In this dia-
logue the author is at a disadvantage from his apparent inability to re-
produce bygone fashions of conversation, Certainly no people in Eng-
land, at the time all England wes arming to the teeth to resist the projected
invasion of Napoleon, talked or expressed their thoughts in the way the
people in this book do, No prople eould talk so who were not thoroughly
familiar with the verse and prese of the nineteenth contery, and there was
not yet time for this at the period of the story.  Festus Derriman’s oaths and
braggadocio have a somewhat antique favor, but even Festus's lanpuage is a
jumble of old and new. Notwithstanding these defects the book has the
charm of all Mr. Hardy's novels, in presenting a pleasing pictwe,  The
chametlers may T antificially drawn, but they stand out in distinct relief
from the canvas. Their groupine is pleasing to the eye, their action natural,
The puzzle is how any writer with the delicacy of perception and touch pis=
sessed by Mr, Hardy can in detail betray so much want of perception. It is
impossible to avoid coming to the conclusion that a great deal of this uneven.
ness in Mr, Hardy's style comes from carelessness : but whatever the cause,
the result is a jar almost like that produced by discords in music, There is,
by the way, a constant suggestion both of pictorial and musical effe:t in Mr.
Hardy's writing ; his deseriptions bring (hings vividly before the eye, while
at the same time he is fond of making the last note of expression vibrate for
the ear. The resalt is a style peculiar to the point of eccentricity—a style at
times natural to Aatness, and again artificial to a degree that car only be
characterized as affectation. Whether such novels are liked or aot must
depend a good deal upon individual wete,  There is much in them to please
an educated taste, just as there is much in them to repel the ordinary reader,

In reviewing, some time sinee, the *Wreek of the Grosvener," in these
columns, we expressed the opinion that the book must have been written by a
thorough seaman,  Mr., Russell now says in his preface that the very last
misgiving he had was that the acearacy of the story would be questioned, and
adds that he has passed eight years of his life at sea in the merchant service,
and therefore thinks that his crities should admit the probahility that he knows
what he is writing about, He vouches for the truth of all the ncidents
related in the * Wreck of the Groseener,” and assures us that there js nothing
in *A Sailor's Sweetheart’ that is not cqually true.  We are perfectly
willing to take his word for it, for, startling as many of the events are, the
most noticeable thing about both the books is the accent of truth which per-
vadec thom. The differcuce between the two novels is still very great, We can-
not. imaging ‘A Sailor's Sweethewt ! ever exciting the interest which the au-
thor's first story did, and this mainly for reasons which have nothing todo with
.the aceuraey or probability of the rarrative, The really remarkable thing about
the first story was the manner in which the interest was sustained from the first to
ithe last. Tt wasa connected, coberent, and complete tale of peril and adven-
ture at sea, and for ourselves we confess to having found it impossible to lay
the book down after having once taken it up. This literary excellence was g0
strongly marked that we were misled into supposing that the author had
entirely concealed himself behind the character who was made the sarrator,
and that he must be as accomplihed a writer as he evidently was a seaman,
* A Sailor’s Sweetheart,” however, shows that this is not the case, but that
Mr. Russell has very much to leam in the art of novel-writing, The interest
is not euatnined at all. There are plenty of startling and sensational inei-
dents, the madness of Captain Flanders i3 graphically described, and the in-
cident of the water-logged brig has all of the vividness of reality, but the
story as a story does not possess a continuous interest, And, besides this, Mr,
Russell has apparently made the nistake of imagining that his forte is that of
a writer of love-stories,  This was the one weakness betrayed in the * Wreck
of the Grospenor,’ and this weakness is exaggerated to a sickening poiat in * A
Sailor's Sweetheart,” Helen Williams is a most admirable woman and made
of the right stuff for a sailor's wife, but there is a great deal too much of
her., With all its drawbacks, kowever, ‘A Sailor's Sweetheart® will be
found a good story, and we confidantly recommend it to the nautical eritic of
one of our esteemed contemporaries who devoted a good deal of valuable time
& year or two ago to showing that the author of the * Wreck of the Graszenor'
lenew nothing about the mavigation of ships.

While there is a strong family resemblance between all the stories of Jules
Verne, there is an immense variety in his plots.  This is partly owing to the
fact that he draws upon all the stores of modern seience, supplemented and
corrected by a peculiarly vivid imagination. In his last novel the teene is
laid in China, and the adventures are those of 2 Chinese gentleman, Kin-Fo
by name, Kin-Fo is young, wealthy, and engaged to the Leautiful La-Oo,
He has, however, never had a great misfortume, and, consequently, has never
known the full meaning of life. This vital psychplogical defect is made known
ta him by Wang, a philasopher, through whom Kin-Fo is in the end 1o leam
the secret of the great riddle. At the opening of the story he learns that the

' A Sailor's Swesthenrt : An Account of the Wreck of the Sailingship Walderthare, From the
Narratlve of Mr, William Ler, Second Mate. By W, Clark Russell.”” New York : Fros.

* The Tribulations of 5 Chinaman, . Hy Jdes Verne, Translated Hy Ellen E, Frewer, Ilustrated
iy L Bengin Maw Work s E, I, Dutten & Co, 4801, 3
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Central Bank of Califarnia, in which all Lis property is invested, has failed,
and he is consequently almost o beggar, Proceeding to ths office of the Cena
tenarian Fire and Life Tnsurance Company with his remaining loose cash, he
purchases a policy in this company for $200,000, the rid covering snicide,
which he very frankly informs the com pany he proposes to commit.  Securing
#50,000 1o the philosopher Wang, and 150,000 to La-Oq, Kin-Fo prepares
for death, determining, however, to die in such a way as o procare for him-
self the utmost emotior possible, He therefore explains to his friend Wang
the situation of affairs, ind bege that philosopher to kill hin without any pre-
viows waming. This commission Wang undertakes, but shortly afterward
disappears. At the same time the news comes that the Central Bank has
not failed, and Kin-F» now desires to live no much az he had for meily de-
sited to die. The insirance company has been from the first anxious to
preserve his life, and hes deputed two spies to watch over and preserve him
at all hazards in the interest of the corporation.  Great publicity is given to
the matter, Kin-Fo becomes a noted character, and, accorpanied by the two
spies, starts out on a voyage of discovery after Wang. Tn the end Kin-Fo,
after incredible adventures, finds Wang, his life is saved, he marries La-Oo,
and everything ends happily. The anthor has introduced into his story
the Boyton life-saving suit and the phonograph, which sppears as a ens-
tomary means of comespondence in China,  There is no limit to Jules
Verne's audacity, and his popularity shows how little people care for scientific
accuracy in fiction. The French have always been famens for their ignd-
rance of foréign countres, and at one time were noted for their indifference
to reality in romance ; but Jules Werne's audience ic quite as much English
and American as French, and the secret of his popularity with Anglo-Saxon
readers is, we fancy, simply to be found in their universil love af stories
of adventure,

Lhe Poweraf Movenent in Plants. By Charles Darwis, LL.D., F.R.S.,
assisted by Francis Darwin, With illustrations, {London : John Murcay.
1880.)—Let no one be misled by his memory of the great rin of ¢ The Origin
of Species’ and * The Deseent of Man ' into the suppositien that the present
volume is a book for popular reading and dinner-table discussion, It i5 in-
teresting and curious in its way, but it is a strictly scientific treatize, the
record of a vast number of experiments contrived with characteristic ine
genuity for eliciting decisive answers to critical questions—experiments
eonducted will Immeme patlence, and described in ths volume with a
particularity and iteraticn which may well be tiresome to the non-professional
reader, Let such, however, give their attention to the introduction and the
summaries, and they wil find that the seemingly simple and dull annals of
plant-life, when explored by a master, abound in curions and maving in-
cidents, many of them till now unnoticed. They will learn that most simple
structures suffice for varied, complex, and wondrous actions ; that the tiny
root of a seedling, in addition to what was thought to be its only and passive
instinct for growing dewnward, exhibits at least three d:fferent and inde-
pendent kinds of movement : that the initial stemlet rising out of the ground
continually circumnutates—te use Darwin’s well-chosen word : that, besides
this general bowing of stem in all directions, there is a special bending, in
maost eases toward the light (heliotropism), in some away from it ; while, again,
eertain atema and most roots respond In o mysterious way lo the influence of
gravitation and turn earthward {geotropism) ; that almost all leaves, even
seed-leaves, circumnutate, at least when young, and some keep up their
gyratory exercises quite io old age ; that shoot and leaf-stalk and the atalk of
leaflet move independently, either in conjunction or otherwise ; that the
changes of position comelated with day and night—as in what is called the
sleep of plants and their waking—and both the movements and the special
sensitiveness exhibited by climbing plants (so ably investigated by Mr, Dar-
win in a former volume) are only specialized modifications and more ex-
tensive, or at least more conspicnous, exhibiitions of faculties which every
seedling is now known to manifest,

*If we look, for instance, at a great acacia-tree, we may feel assured
that every one of the innumerable growing shoots is consiantly describin
small ellipses, as is cach petivle, subpetiole, and leaflet, ., |, . I we cou
but look beneath the groand, and our eyes had the power of a microscope,
we should see the tip of each rootlet endeavoring to sweep small ellipses or
circles, as far as the presure of the surrounding earth permitted.  All this
astonishing amount of movement has been guiu]? on year after year since the
time when, as a seedling, the tree first emerged from the groand."”

Indeed, the reot-tip of a seedling—quite out of all ordinary expectation
or surmise—is most richly endowed with faculties of a sort which were until
recently held to be exclusively animal. Our author says ;

“We believe that there is no structure in plants more woaderful, as far as
its functions are concerned, than the tip of the radicle. If the tip be lightly
pressed or burnt or cut, it transmits an influence to the u per ad_jaini;ng part,
causing it to bend away from the affected side ; and, what is still mare sur-
prising, the tip can distinguish between a slightly harder and a softer object by
whieh it is simultaneously pressed on opposite sides, If, however, the radis
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cle is pressed by a similar object 2 little above the Lip, the pressed part does
not transmit any inflaence to the more distant parts, but hends nhr tly to-
wards the object. If the tip peceives the air to be moister on one side than
on the othiér, it likewise transmits an influence to the upper :1{]_1m|1u.£r part,
which bends toward the source of moisture. When the tip is exated by
hght + + « the adjoining part bends. from the light ; but whcn excited by gravi-
tation the same part bends towards the centre of gravity.”

Add to these movements the circumnutation of rootlets (which Darwin
elaborately demonstrates and describes, and by which the growing tip turns
or presses to all sides in successicn), and, after reading the summary account
of the part which these various novements play in the economy of the plant
{wlen as a scodling it s subjected w porlaps il awosk scvere albouggle for life
and needs the most prompt and perfect possible adaptation to its conditions),
consider that ** the course pursued by the radicle must be determined by the
tip,"” and we shall perhaps be lec to agree with the author in his suggestion
of what at first would seem to be the most fanciful analogy—viz,, * thav it is
hardly an exaggeration to say that the tip of the radicle, thus endowed and
having the power of directing the movements of the adjoining pasts, acts
like the brain of one of the lower animals.” Here let us note a character-
istic difference between Mr. Darvin's views and conclusions and thos: of the
modern school of »egela.b]e ph) aologists, of which Sachs is the leader, This
school is disposed to attribute all such actions as are manifested in obedience
to gravitation, light, ete., as direct mechanical consequences of thes agen-
cies. Mr. Darwin concludes—we suppose more wisely—** that ]_EghL or the
alternations of light and darknesss, gravitation, etc., . . . do not directly
cause the movement ; they merwely lead to a temporary increase or diminn-
tion of those spontanecus changes in the turgescence of the cells which are
already in progress.” And, mome puinlcd]:p; “ Gravity does not appear to
act in a more direct manner on a radicle than it does on any lowly oxganized
animal, which moves away when it feels some weight or pn:rg.:g.ure_" Thrwin-
ism: is nothing if not teleological ; and our avnthor shows that **in almost
every case [even in the nyctotropic, or so-called sleeping, state of lecves] we
can clearly perceive the final purpose or advantage of the several movemenis."
We cannot tarry to point them ont.

The bearing of the investigalons here published upon Mr. Darwic’s gene-
ral thesis is not remote, although in this record of cx]mrimema[ workil is no=
where ingisted on. Here, at lepst, there is nothing to alarm the most sensi-
tive religions prejudices.  As the sdume theafogicom has been declared to be
inversely as the dislance belween respectlve creeds, so the Jealous dislike
which some hear to the doctrine of the derivation of man from inferior ani-
mals may be extreme, while conversely the ever-increasing approximation of
the vegetable to the animal nature will be viewed with the ubmost composure,
Let us, in conclusion, welcome the appearance of the second name vpon the
title-page of the present volume, and congratulate the father that his labors
are shared and lightened, and hi researches ably supplemented, by the son,
wha is moreover proving his worthiness for this honoer by his independently
published investigations,

A MWanual ﬂ'f Classical Lileratiore, omnpri:ii.u.g biographical and critical
notices of the principal Greck and Roman authaors, with illustrative extracts
from their works ; also, a brief survey of the rise and progress of various
forms of literature, with descriptions of the minor authors. By Charles Mor-
(Chicago : S. C. Griggs & C». 1880, 12mo, pp. 418, )}—Itisnot an easy
thing to compose a history of lterature for schools which shall enable the
student at once to appreciate and enjoy the several authors, and to nnder-
stand ﬂ'm:mgh them the intellectual life of the nation to which they belong.
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Talking about authors, and giving elaborate criticisms of them and their
woarks, amounts to very litle until the student has already some familiarity
with them, Any such study, to be profitable, must be at first fand, must be
directed primarily to the anthors themselves. The text-book cn afford little
more than a sketch of their lives and principal works ; and the more personal
this i, the more aboundirg in characteristic incident, the hetter it will ac.
complish the end in view. The thing fo be done is to stuly the anthors
themselves ; but it is notcrious how unsatisfactory '* elegant extracts ™ are as
illustrations of authors. They are like the brick which *“ Scholasticos™ car
ried about as a specimen of his house. And if they are very unsaiisfaclur:.r
in one’s native literature (ve do not say they are not indispensable. and at
any rate better than nothing, or than mere talle about the authers), how much
more when they are strained throngh the medium of 2 foreign tongue, as
mnzt be the case in the history of any foreign literature. The student does
not know whether he is reading Homer or Pope.  In any case the rule should
he to talk as little as possible about the authors, but to let them speak for them-
gelves, Here is Mr. Morris's principal fault ; his intreductioss are too long
and discursive. There is loa much of such generalizing as: ** Thonght dawns
upon mankind in the form of imaginative wonders and terrors ' (p. 27).  Per-
haps it does; but this is too far away from the concrete literature of the
Greeks and Romans to warrant intreducing it into so compendious a trealise
as this.

Apart from this the beok is on the whole well done,  The remarks, when
to the point, are judicious, the selections made with judgment, and gene-
rally in good translatiors. It is a mistake mot o note just where the
ariginal is to be found ; often the student would like to compare it with
the original, and for this he has mo clue whatever. We wish the edi-
tor had followed the example he himself set, in giving Emzrson’s golden
words about Plato (p. 165), and had given many such brief ciliciems from
modern literature ; it would be a unique and very helpfunl thing, T‘:rhaps
the best portion of his own work is the sketches of the trilogies of Eschy-
lus and Sophocles ; he has told the story very well, but has neglected to
point cut clearly the passsge from one play to another.  Seeing that we have
[P_ 199) such unimportant details as the names of the Alexandrine ** Pleiades,™
it is surprising that we have not the list of the Athenian oratos—no mention
even of Hyperides and Lyeurgns. The early Roman orators, too, are very
inadequately treated,  The treatise L Oradoritias 15 said (p. 387) to be ** pro-
balily a production of Cntilian's "z sarely Mr. Morris should know that the
present opinion among scholars is strongly in favor of its Tecitean author-
ship : let him, for examplz, consult Profi Peck's paper upon the subject in
the last volume of the ¢ Transactions of the American |'|Il]0=-‘1g"l£al Associse
tion.! He cnght toknow, too (p. 350, that Tacitus’ name is now generally ad-
mitted to have been Fublius, not Caios (he always spells this name with a C).
Of misprints we note Seeins for Thecimuos (p. 280) 3 Herodinm for Heroidun

(p. 305); Dendatus for Dewtatus (p. 351); FPactus lor Peefus (p. 374)
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cle is pressed by a similar object a little above the tip, the pressed part does
not transmit any influence to the more distant parts, but bends abruptly to-
wards the object. If the tip perceives the air to be moister on one side than
on the other, it likewise transmits an influence to the upper adjoining part,
which bends toward the source of moisture. When t e tip 1s excited by
light . . . the adjoining part bends from the light ; but when excited by gravi-
tation the same part bends towards the centic of gravity,”

Add to these movements the circumnutation of rootlets (which Darwin
elaborately demonstrates and describes, and by which the growing tip turns
or presses to all sides in succession), and, after reading the summary account
of the part which these various movements play in the economy of the plant
(when as a seedling it is subjected to perhaps its most severe struggle for life
and nceds the most prompt and perfect possible adaptation to its conditions),
consider that *‘ the course pursued by the radicle must be determined by the
tip,” and we shall perhaps be led to agree with the author in his suggestion
of what at first would secem to be the most fanciful analogy—viz., “‘ that it is
hardly an exaggeration to say that the tip of the radicle, thus endowed and
having the power of directing the movements of the adjoining parts, acts
like the brain of one of the lower animals.”  Here let us note a character-
istic difference between Mr. Darwin’s views and conclusions and those of the
modern school of vegetable physiologists, of which Sachs is the leader. This
school is disposed to attribute all such actions as are manifested in obedience
to gravitation, light, etc., as dircet mechanical consequences of these agen-
cies.  Mr. Darwin concludes—we suppose more wisely—*‘ that light, or the
alternations of light and darkness, gravitation, etc., . . . do not directly
cause the movement ; they merely lead to a temporary increase or diminu-
tion of those spontancous changes in the turgescence of the cells which are
already in progress.”  And, more pointedly : “ Gravity does not appear to
act in a more direct manner on a radicle than it does on any lowly organized
animal, which moves away when it feels some weight or pressure.”  Darwin-
isin is nothing if not teleological ; and our author shows that ““in alimost
every case [even in the nyctotropic, or so-called sleeping, state of leaves] we
can clearly perceive the final purpose or advantage of the several movements.”
We cannot tarry to point them out.

The bearing of the investigations here published upon Mr. Darwin's gene-
ral thesis is not remote, although in this record of experimental work it is no-
where insisted on.  Here, at least, there is nothing to alarm the most sensi-
tive religious prejudices.  As the odinm theologicum has been declared to be
inversely as the distance between respective creeds, so the jealous dislike
which some bear to the doctrine of the derivation of man from inferior ani-
mals may be extreme, while converscly the ever-increasing approximation of
the vegetable to the animal nature will be viewed with the utmost composure.
Let us, in conclusion, welcome the appearance of the second name upon the
title-page of the present volume, and congratulate the father that his labors
are shared and lightened, and his researches ably supplemented, by the son,
who is moreover proving his worthiness for this honor by h' *-ependently
published investigations. !
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Talking about authors, and giving elaborate criticisms of them and their
works, amounts to very little until the student has already some familiarity
with them. Any such study, to be profitable, must be at firs¢ hand, must be
directed primarily to the authors themselves.  The text-book can afford little
more than a sketch of their lives and principal works ; and the more personal
this is, the more abounding in characteristic incident, the better it will ac-
complish the end in view. The thing to be doune is to study the authors
themselves ; but it is notorious how unsatisfactory *‘ elegant extracts "
illustrations of authors. They are like the brick which * Scholasticos " car-
ried about as a specimen of his house. And if they are very unsatisfactory
in one’s native literature (we do not say they are not indispensable, and at
any rate better than nothing, or than mere talk about the authors), how much
more when they are strained through the medium of a foreign tongue, as
must be the casc in the history of any forcign literature.  The student does
not know whether he is reading Homer or Pope.  In any case the rule should
be to talk as little as possible about the authors, but to let them speak for them-
selves. Here is Mr. Morris's principal fault; his introductions are too long
and discursive. There is too much of such gencralizing as: ** Thought dawns
upon mankind in the form of imaginative wonders and terrors” (p. 27).  Per-
haps it does; but this is too far away from the concrete literature of the
Grecks and Romans to warrant introducing it into so compendious a treatise
as this.

Apart from this the book is on the whole well done.  The remarks, when
to the point, are judicious, the sclections made with judgment, and gene-
rally in good translations. It is a mistake not to note just where the
original is to be found ; often the student would like to compare it with
the original, and for this he has no clue whatever. We wish the edi-
tor had followed the example he himsclf set, in giving Emerson’s golden
words about Plato (p. 165), and had given many such brief criticisms from
modern literature ; it would be a unijque and very helpful thing.,  Perhaps
the best portion of his own work is the skctches of the trilogies of .1ischy-
lus and Sophocles ; he has told the story very well, but has neglected to
point out clearly the passage from one play to another.  Seeing that we have
(p. 199) such unimportant dctails as the names of the Alexandrine ** Pleiades,”
it is surprising that we have not the list of the Atheaian orators—no mention
even of Hyperides and Lycurgus.  The early Roman orators, too, are very
inadequately treated.  The treatise De Oratoritus is said (p. 357) to be ** pro-
bably a produlen of Quintilian’s""; surely Mr. Morris should know that the
present opinion among scholars is strongly in favor of its Tacitean author-
ship : let him, for example, consult Prof. Peck’s paper upon the subject in
the last volume of the * Transactigns of the American Philological Associa-
tion.” He ought to know, too (p. 390), that Tacitus’ name is now generally ad-
mitted to have been Publius, not Caius (he always spells this name with a C).
Of misprints we note Decius for Decimus (p. 280) ; Zlerodium for Heroidwum
(p. 305); Dendatus for Dentatus (p. 351) Lactus for Laetus (p 374).
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