Mr, Darwin bas giveu s few hocks more
valunble, mora charnoterialic of his geains,
more truly acientilic in spirit and o scope
than Jha Formaiion of FPepetabls Moald
throvgh the A ction of Warna, (Moremy.) 1t
is & monogeaph ol that mach - deaplesd wuil
that moat oseful creature the earth-worm,
showing what good work it performs fn the
stpnomy of npatare, and how moch indebted
the woeld & to (L for the formation of that
most essentinl part of if, numely, the mould
wiidch covera the earth's surface, The bens-
it which this, the most bombls of wimads,
confers upon humanity s dcarcely Lo be over-
eatimated, "' It may ba donbied,” saps Mr.
Darwin, “whetlier thaze wre many other
ansmale which have played so imporiasnt a
paet ke the history of the world as have theas
lowly-orgunised creatunrea.”  They wro the
architects of that crnst of the saeth which
i the field of agriculiure | withont them there
would bardly be any ploaghing o sowing,
for there would be sothing to ploagh wnd
pothing op which to sow. They are par
petually  delving, draining, and meanaring
the enrth when the farmer is sslesp. Al
vogetable would is, in fack, their work,
They loosen tha soil amdl worte i
taking down bits of loavea and other
decayed litter from thie warface to the rooteof |
plants, and thus providing themn with manire. |
All the looss surfnce of the sarth may be
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All the looss surface of the sarth may be
deseribed in fsct s the acoomuolation of
myrinds of worm-cnsta, snd the procesa fa
being repeated and renewed continoally, so
that cur aoil is, through thisagency, belog con-
stantly chaoged, mived, wod lectilisad, Tho
whaole earth teemes with worma, |t belng calou-
Iited that there nea some B0 K Lo every acre.
Wit only nea they porpetaally dragging leaves |
and vegetable matter below the surfacs, bat |
b Bones of dend animals, the harder parts
of fnmects, the whells of land molluscs, are
before long all baried bensath the weon.
muolsted castings of worms, and are thos
brought in s moes or Jess decayed state
within reach of the roota of plante.” Nt
only do worms perform an important agricul.
tural offien, but they are even potent in effect.
ing geological ehanges. What they eat under.
gora o chemienl netion throogh the noids in
thieir bodies, snd this, cast cut, has vltimately
an efleat aven on hard rocks.  Mr. Darwin
has made oui n cese for the earth.worm auch
ph cught in foture to make us trent it with
more tenderness. In fact, for the fret
fime In soy troe  seose, the worm haa
‘' jurned.”






