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the autograph letters of the Royal Family she gave
me are addressed to herself. The Queen (Charlotte)
japanned three little tables; one she gave to the
King, another to the Prince of Wales, and the
third to Lady George, which she has filled with
the letters she has received from the Royal Family,
She told us that about four years ago the Princess
Victoria was made acquainted with her probable
dignity by her mother’s desiring that when in
reading the history of England she came to the
death of the Princess Charlotte, she should bring
the book and read to her, and on coming to that
period she made a dead halt, and asked the Duchess
if it were possible she would ever be queen. Her
mother replied, ¢ As this is a very possible circum-
stance, I am anxious to bring you up as a good
woman, then you will be a good queen also.” The
care observed in the Princess’s education is exem-
plary, and everything is indeed done to bring about
this result. She is a good linguist, an acute foreign
politician, and possesses very sound common sense.
Octolber 3.—Captain Fitz-Roy! came to tea. He

returned yesterday from a five years’ voyage, in

1 Fitz-Roy (Admiral Robert), born 1805. His, and Dr. Charles
Darwin’s published accounts of this voyage are well known.
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H.M.S. Beagle, of scientific research round the
world, and is going to write a book. He came
to see Papa’s dipping needle deflector, with which
he was highly delighted. He has one of Gamly’s
on board, but this beats it in accuracy. He stayed
till after eleven, and is a most agreeable, gentle-
manhke young man. He has had a delightful
voyage, and made many discoveries, as there were
several scientific men on board. Darwin, the “fly-
catcher” and ¢ stone-pounder,” has decided that
the coral insects do not work up from the bottom
of the sea against wind and tide, but that the reef
is first thrown up by a volcano, and they then sur-
mount it, after which it gradually sinks. This is
proved by their never finding coral insects alive
beyond the depth of ten feet. He is astonished
at the wonderful strides everything has made during
the five years afore-passed. '

Octoler 277.—~Lady George Murray gave me an
interesting account ‘of Lady Byron, whom she
challenges anybody to know without loving. The
first present she made to Ada was a splendid like-
ness of Lord Byron, an edition of whose works is
in her library, to which Ada has free access. She

has done nothing to prejudice her against her father.
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