THE CONTRIBETOR.

Original Letters df_cha.rlas Dar-
win to an Australian Bettler.

TO THE EDITOR OF TUE SYDNEY MAIL.

Bir,—DBy the ocomurtcous permissiva of Mr. Thomas
Rawlinson, of Bega, to whom they were handed over by the
family of the late Mr. Sym# Covington, of Pambula, your
readers may have the gratification of porusing somointarest-
ing Ietters of the emioent naturalist and scisatific writer
above named.

1t may be remembered that Mr, Darwin was the naturalist
on H.M.E, BHeagle (commanded by Captain Robert
Fitzroy), whick sailed round the world fa the years 1831-0,
visiting Bydney amopgst other places; and he mads sn
excursion thenos to the Blue Mountains, which is described
in his * Journal;" though the notice ia scarcoly flattering
or indicative of the prominence which the district iaal

esent atinining. ut his grandfather, Dr. Erasmuas
Durwin, beiog gifted with higher fmarinative faculties, had
previpusly predicted the future greatness of our eapital in
thoge favenrite lines :—

Where Bydney Cove ber lucld bosom swells,

Courts her young navies, and the storm tepals . .
There shall broad streets their siately wals exiend,
The eireus widen, and the crescent bend . . .
Tall spires and dmm-nT: towerm, ascend,

And piers and guays thelr masaive structures blend.

Mr., Covington was a shipmate of Mr, Darwin's io the
Beagle (though a comparatively humble On:gl. and had so
won the lulfng regard of the other that they alterwardas
corresponded familiarly and sffectionately over a lengthened

, whilst the latter was writing his great books in
the quiet of an Enpglish home, and the former was follow-
ing far diflerent ccoupations in a very dissimilar placa—in
this Colony—though able once to render help to a work

of his friend, then in progress, by turn him with a
large and much-prised collection of ** barnacles,’” obtained
from the rocks near to Pambula.

Mr, Darwin's share of that correspondence (which I now
enclose) gives insight to the pursuits of a distinguished
literary man and scientist ; contains many allusions to the
famous volumes be was composing from time to time;
shows pomething of the forothought, lsbour, and care
bestowed upon them; onnd (despite his own ill-health)
speaks well for the kindly, generous feelings of their author
towards the comrudes of his earlier life, whether they proa-

or fuiled o the lflr:-lh’ug‘g]ﬂ-—hnﬂml a Coloniad |

vemor, rencowned sailor, or Pambuls farmer. Hias lattors
alio evioce & deep interest in the fortunes of Australia, and
often refer to well-known names connected with it.
They tell us, too, of the difficulty experienced evan b]y
mem of Mr. Darwin's wmark in iding suitable
openfoge for their sons in crowded land, roveal his
own predilecticns for agricultural over professional occupa-
tions (in & new country at least) to those who are both able
and willing to work with their own Nands ; and show that,
bad the discovery of gold led to a dreaded event rather more
than it did, New Bouth Wales might have numbered him-
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#tyle, in the glimpses they Eﬂl‘d of Mr, win's own
patient habits amid the sore trial of sickness, in his genial
remembrance of others, of whatever rank or dnim, with |
whom be had served in former days, and in his nt-ﬂ;dg ;
Australian sympathics—joined to a great love of England,
ber eoldiers acd hor sailors—that the interest and value to
ud of these letters will be found to consist. They furnish
rcme evidence, at the same time, that Mr. Darwin was far |
from being the cold disbeliever which it bas been the fashion
to represent him. And the * Bar" can overlook the no
m{ vourable cetimate which he seems to have entertained
of 1t—ihs more so a8 he gave the hope of hia house to it ;
t h 1 fear the “ Auriste’ will be searcely so forgivine.—

thiully yours, ALFRED M'FARLAND.

Et. Leonards, July 30, 1854,

P.5.—1t is a singular fact, that on the same seaboard as
FPambuls, end at no great distance frum it, there lataly
lived, and for many years previoudy had lived, a dairy
fumer who was an intimate friend, early amanuensis, and
correspondent of Mr. Huskin, se celebrated for his writings
on arias was Mr. Darwin for those on natursl history.— |

The tollowing are the letters in question :—
* Down near Bromley, Keat,

% Dcwber 7, 1815,
hl’H N.L.—This will be my direction for the rest of wy
ife.

¢ Dear Covington,—Your new ear-trumpot has gone by
the ship Sultana; it is enclosed in a box from Messrs, Swith
and Elder (o their corres t, Mr. Evaus (I suppose,
bockeeller), 1 was nol able to get it sent socmer. You
must accept it ne a present from me. | presume you will
bhaveto pay n trifle for Mﬂ.ﬁm 1 recommend you to take
old one to some skilful tinman, and by the aid of an
internal plaister cast 1_have ro doubt he could make them.
All that ie required is an exect resemblance in form. I
should think it would apswer for bim to make one, and hang
it up in his ehop with an advertisement. I was glad to got
your last letter with so good an acoount of yourself, and
that you had made a will. My health is better since I have
lived in the couniry. 1 have now three children. I am
vet at work with the materials collected du the voyage.
y corgl-reef little book has been published for a year—
the subject om which ‘,un copied so much M.B. The

molog of the voyage of the is also complated. I
have latel t the has arrived safe and
sound in the Thames, but [ have no news of any of

the officers. Your friends at Shrewsbury often inguire
after you. I forget whether 1 ever told you that Mre.
Evane is married, and that my father has built them a nica

little house to live in. C Fiiz Hoy, you will have
beard, is gone 1o New Z a8 Governor. 1 beliove he
intended to call at Sydney. With best wishes for your

prosperity, which is sure to follow if you comtinue in vour
old upright prudent course, believe me, yours very faiti-

fully, C. Darwis."
* Down Farnborough, Kent,
< “ Mareh 30, 1849,

i« Dear Covinglon,—It is now some years since [ Bave heard
from you, und 1 hope you will take the trouble to write 1o
we to tell me how you and your family are going on. I
should much mtﬂ hnrmulrt your circomstances
are in tiom, at you are every fortunate.
1 hope that your deafuess has IﬂiMlﬂﬂ“



watercure, und 1 bave already received so much benefit that

I really bope my health will be much renovated. 1 have

finished wy three geological volumes o

ul:IBngla,mdﬂ journal, w

out (o msecond edition, and h:lﬂhldltugr l.lt'l‘h X

am now employed on & ume, describing the ana-
y i hrgnlld-

|

that barnacles are comical lictle shells, with m sort of four-
valved lid on the top. There are others with loog fexib
footetalk, fized to ﬂu“ﬂF t-bjﬂ:fll and pomeiimes cani on
phore. I should be very gind of any specimons, bal do not
give yourseld wuch trouble about « If you do send
e any, they bad beiter be directed 1o the Gealogical Society
Bomerset Houss, nnd a Jetter sent 10 inform me of thom, f
sball not publish my book for 18 months more.

#* | bave now six children—three boys and three girls—and
all, thank God, well and shong, 1 have nol seen of our
old officers for a long time. Captain Fite has the com-
mand of a fine steamer frigate. Captain Buolivan has
cut to settle fora few years, and trado &t the Fal
Inlande, and taken his family with him. 1 know nothing of
the others, You will reniember Evans, my father's butler
at Ebrewsbury ; he and his wife are both dead. 1 should
like to hear what you think ol the prospects of your couns
try. How s Captain King ¥ Should you see Mr, Philip
hu‘:ﬁ. please say that 1 desired to be most kindly remem.
bered to him ; 1 was grieved to hoar soms long time since
that he was out of health, Klas he any family? I often
think how many pleasant walks 1 had with him. Speaking
of wa I fenr my day is done, and [ could never tire wou
ngain. 1 have not becn able to walk s mile for some years,
but now with the water-cure 1 am getting stronger again.

ave

With every hope that you are ha and bali
we, dear Urinnrtun, ]fuir sinoere %—mnmm"

“ Down Farnborough, Kent,
“ November 243, 1850.

“ Dear Coviogton,—1 received your letter of the 12th of
March on the 25th of August, but the box of which you
ndvieed e arrived here only yesterday. The capiain who
brought it made no charge, and it arrived quite safely. I
the &nu very sincerely for the great trouble you must
Lave {aken in coll 80 mapy specimens. I have res
céived a vast number of colliections from different places, but
nover one 80 rich from one loemlity. Omeof the kinds is
most curfous, Itis & new ﬁduof n genns of which only one
specimen is known toexst in the and it is in the British

useum. 1 ses that you amre one of thoss riare faw
who will work as for a friend when sav thousand

milea apart a8 when close at band. Thers are at least peven
Aiffarent kinda in fha box.  Tha eollaction mmat have canand




milea apart as when closé at band. ‘LThers ard at lesst peven
different kinds in the box. The oollaction must have canssd
you much time and labour, and ] again thank you very
sincerely for so kindly obliging me. 1 have been amused by

lcking over two nldénpen you usad in ing up, and in
eeving the names of Ceptain  Wickham, Mr. y, and
others mentioned, 1 i always much interested by your

letters, and take s very sincere pleasure in hearing how you
¢t on, You have an immense, incalculable sdvantags in
iving in & country in which your children are sure (o get om
if induatrionus. 1 sssmre you that, though I am a rich man,
when 1 think of the future I very often ardently wish I wan
ecitled in ome of our Colomies, for 1 have now four sons
{seven children in all, and more coming), and what on sarth
to bring them up to I do not know., A young mam may
here slave for years in any profession and not make a penny.
Many people think that Californian gold will half ruin all
those who live on the interrst of accumulsted gold or capital,
and il that does ha 1 will certainly emigrate. d}hﬂ:
ever you write again tell me how far you think s gentleman
with capital would get on in New South Wales. 1 have
heard that gentlemen imrﬂly on bedly. 1 am sorry
to say that my health keops vrent, and | have given up
all hopes of ever being a strong miﬁlln. 1 orced 10
live the life of & bermit, but natural histery EI.'I::I my time,
and [ am happy in having an excellent wifo ﬂhﬁdru.
Any particulars you choose to tell me about yourself nlng
intereat me much. What interpst can you get for m
n safe fnvestment ¥ How dear is food ; 1 suppose nearly a
dear ns in England ' Jlow much land bave yout 1 waa
pli nsed 1o seathe other day that you have a ruilway commen-
cod, and before they have oue in any part of [talyor anu{.
The Engliah certainly are a noble race, and a grand thine it
is that we bave got securely hold of Australia and New
Zealsnd, Once sgain sccept my thanks for your valuable

collection of barmscles, an me, dear Covington
your sincere friend, "
W, Danwrn," J
“ Down Farabo Keat
Dear Covington,—1 “; ) Lﬁ'u
it Tlear Co y—1 was m a oo
wontbs sgo to receive your min letter of June,

15.“;’:1,1»9{'.FI &n lu‘:luuut Just II.tME Wgﬂ:&mnmﬁt jm}r“
present sinle and prospects oo
the Colony. You mention in your lotter the discovery of
old, but since then you bave had the wonderful

& dircovered. Hawve you carried your plan into executicn
of going to trade at the gold mines ¥ If you have and are
retu and could spare an evening, it would awmuse me
much to hear what you saw there and how the
behave. Many pmﬁlla are proud in England at g
that you Australians have bebaved wonderfully better than
(opied oy ik Tbads sote G0 deyw ago fren yeu
trmpted by s note two ago
brother, My. B, Covington, of * 28, Hardfag Wind-
scr, Liverpoool,’ saying that he was very anxious to hear
news of you; #0 us there was in your letter to me
which you could bave i
him. Hr]liandldr.miu sre s0 uniferm that I ha
really no news to you of I
book on Barnacles, and mgﬂ:g lnEn ish & second
?ﬂm%mqnlh%‘m!tﬁ‘ - ussful and in' they
specimens you sent me, teros
proved. health keepe m;:w. 'l‘hlnll{;;- of
the Beagle that I have seen fur several years
Eulivan, who paid me s visit on bis return latel
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Bulivan, who paid me s visit on bis return lately from the
Falkland lslands, where he and thres othor omen have
#ct up & large cattle farm, und hope it aAnswer very
well. 'With my best wishes for your prosperity and hap-
pincss, believe me your friend,

“Cnances DarwiN,"

* Down Bromley, Ken
. 0@!&5 21, 1853.
¢ Dear Covington,—1 recoived your latter dated May 25,

*0d, ut l‘;::hll-,‘lrm knt D“:;n nmh;# ‘:ﬁﬂl ; hi;
YEl uick. an o s A8
furrl::?:m time been thnting hu‘H'I}'DH wers ing on.
From what we see in the papers, most of us
buave got an awful idea of the state of things at the di
’(i]'au: accoust of the way the Eumrh:“ kept near
veos was very pleasant to hear, On u mast
of course, jlldgﬂﬂ-t. but 1 should have I[keﬁttr h{:i heard
of jour twming up & fine nugget worth some hundred
pounds, snd that would bave repaid you tor your lo
{.I'I.I.III.E]'. which 1 traced by your letter o the . W;ﬁ
daresay it was almost worth your whils once to have seen

or the
misfortupe of losing his wife. I am afraid he lost
money bg his government of New Zealand. I saw also
Captain Bulivan, who has pow balf-a-doren children.
Lastly, the omly other officer I have hesrd Melloish,
has greatly guished himeelf by hard with
lﬁnu-Chh;nmth&Ji lrlll-]] mhl!nﬂoflm-ih
which, may be prevented. ou
H::Ll‘l m.:"::i or three ’-'I'l Bgo wie h@:
by & sealer in the weet of the Straita o
could still mtgut some lish. With ev wish for
yourself and family, prey belisve me your al
“0, Danwin"

“ Down Farnborough, Kent

e  February 28, 1855,

e ety g

a six weeks 8o, 8o an
nﬂr: 1.3 yuu'

;

account of , your children. ¥
bave exactly the same family which we have—five boys and
two girls; but you beat me in bdnﬁlhllh-'zoﬂut yours
are all strong and healthy, which is hardly case with
mine, though none have mjlhwm with them,
How little I:n thought when we at Sydoey,
that you ld one day have land and letting for
£63 perangum. | am very glad to bear the Cclony is pros

grecing 0 well, and that, as yon sy, *our good Queen



::u:ilg #0 well, and that, as yon sy, *our good Queen
as not mare loyal mb;ln.ghinhndnmh‘lﬂnl are the
Australians.” 1 bave lately seem and heard news, mors
eapecially of the gold districts, trom a Mr. Mackonzis, who
wig & schoolmaster at Eydoey and afterwards a surveyor,
has made o nice fortune, and, his wife d there, he has
vome back with his ope l.l.ll.l-ltiltlﬂ' to end ys here, and
has published a little book describing Aosiralia. But ha
mmm Australia. 1 am sure this Iast winter, with
is b boyhood B R are
enoug 8 wish fobeina
warmer and b!ﬂﬂrnlim,;u;. ¢ wero during this time in

E
Eg

of our old shipmates. Captain Fits is head of & depart-
ment for keeping an mmnfgngn—nﬂmam-hd.
, and currects made over all the world. He is
again, but I have nol seen his wile. Captaia
Sulivan aoquired much credit in the Baltic, und he has
now commissioned another small sbip, and will sail again
eocn for the Baltie, and I shall go and see him before he
enils. He hen mow six or seven children, Captain Stokes
is in England. | saw him some montha . 1 hear he
does littls pow Lot shoot sud hunt, There has been
torrible dissatisfaction in Englasd about the mmmmt
of the war, which seems o have been very badly ucted ;
but the men and offioers have behaved most nnhlr,mri
have made the pame of Englishmen a g‘mu.dnr than
ever. Lot ma hoar again from you. To what ou
bring up your boys? I wish to God I knew what to do

with mine.— Believe we, with avery good mg:ﬁd,

i

“ Down Bromloy, En!;. s
* Dear Covin s—1 waa very glad to gel a month or six
weeks sgo ]rm!ﬁm'u{ the 4th o I'.al:'hﬂr, with its In-
teresting nccount of the state of the Colony and your own
aflairs, which I am most truly glad are ao . You
lhdh;:“iuthingwhmn h?:imnm . What a
m ter ot you have lor your sons, bringing them
up ns fmﬂtﬁ h:pplaat and n?mt independent carser a
man can almost bave—comparsd to what they could bave
teem In this old burthened country, with every eoul
strugpling for subalsience, [ have bean talk
good da! ou the subject with Captain Sulivan, who bas
four boys, and who offen scems half-inclined to start for
some Colony snd make his boys farmers. Captain Sulivan
owing to all his practics in the old Beagle (I have heard
tlnlmohllhiﬁ now & colller), was the right hand of the
fleet in the Baltio, and had all the difficult work to do in
Bluing the shipe in the bombardment of Bweabourg, 1
eard of a letter from & seaman in the fleet, bat not in
Captain Sulivan's ship, who said he was the best sailor in
they wosld slack biem: Guplain Blobas'a weriied sgein, 0 &
wou " AT toa
waw, and will never, I believe, go afloat again. i
“1 bave linished my book on the barnacles (in which yon
i the valuable Australian -
¥ new and curious abont
acd the Royal Soc. gave me their great medal
é uite a y Tor it weigha 40 sovereigns), for my
overies in regard to these sbells, which are udm
ehells, but more allied to crube.
"My health is better, but I have & few bad

i
i
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E
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“My health is better, but I have & few bad
days almost every forinight, and cannot walk
far or do any hard work. I am now employed
om & work on the wvariation of species, for
thispurpose am stadying all about our domestic animals
and am keeping alive all kinds of domestic pigeons. poultry,
ducks. Have you ever noticed m&?ﬂd breeds of poultry, or
tig: uduﬁ, imported from China, or Indian, or Pacific
lande ¥ 1f 80, you could not make me & more valuable
present than a skin of such. Bul this, I know, is Dot at all

likaly.

.*"lllnhudren, thank God, areall well, and one an ong
grows older, tocare more for them thaa for anything in this
world. With every pood wish for the health and happinesa

of yoursel! and family, believe me, dear yours
nim:r:: ely, : énmn Dagwin,"
“Down B ol , Kent,
- “ Februoary 22, 1857.

 Dear Cori y—I received a short time since your letter
of September 14, and was glad to hear how you were getting
om, though the account of your affalrs was not ?Iﬂﬁn B0 pros=
perous a8 in somo former lettors, owing, as 1 understand,
chiefly to the expense of your new house. But with your
good sense and steadiness I have hopes that you will
tide over the time of difficulty., You must console yourself
with thinking what a position you would be in here with
¢ix boye and two girls (which is now exactly my number),
I never meet any one who is not perplexed what to do with
iheir children, My eldest boy is almost lmm,lud
i i eie ShdeR bl Il
an e [
Buﬂmﬁmh {t fsn mdﬁﬂn.

*“ Captain Bulivan has been very | and has got llﬂla
place, of £1000 a year, | believe, and has two Admirm
and Ca Fitz Roy, who tried for the same place. By the
way ‘rhin F. with Mrs. F. are coming to-morrow to
lunch with me on their road home from the Marquis of
Camden. Poor Coptain F. has lately lost his only daughter,
& bn;nﬁlrl;;dumﬂr:}mg 'Eiﬂ of about 16 or 17 years old.

“1 late thone of your great potantatas,
Eir W. Macarthur, and heard a good deal of news of Aus-
tralia, and drank some admirable Australlan wine. Yours
i# a fine country, and your children will see it & verv great
ove., With every wish for your health and prosperity,
1 am, dear Covioglon, yours sincerely,

“Cu, Danwin,?
“ Down Browmley, Kent,
* May 18,

‘* Dear Coringron,—1 was glad to get some time ago your
letter of the 19th of August, and 1 should h.lﬂmuﬂm
some time ago, but my bealth has been very indifferent of
late, owing o my working too hard. I have for some
years been g & work for publication which I com«
menced 20 years ago, and for w 1 sometinyes find ex-
tracts in your bandwriting! This work will be my
biggest ; it treats on the of varieties of our domestic
animals and plants, and on the n of species in a state of
nsture. 1 bave to discuss every of natural history
and the work is beyond my strength and tries me sorely. {
huve just reiurned lmmﬂw ot & water-cure

eatablishment, where 1 bathe n d‘.l&..ndlnihr about
lni.u]rnllon‘ doing nothing, and for the time it doss me
wonderful good. suppose you bave mo such thing as

water-oure establishments in Australia ; in
and much out-of-door work such is not roguired, [ suppose.
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“You eny you have fldren ; we beat one,
My aibet 13 bubweets T8 gl 19, 88 I poing 15 Cor Lris
in October to be educated asw Barrister, for want of a bettar
and honester trade. I hope Pambula flourishes; in your
last lotter ex some fear about the rosd being
tnmﬂllnd alha lhl'u injured ; I

oot Emd. ve nol seen s soul of an old shipmate,
€1 q -;g:.in Fitz Roy, for the last year, Ca
van Hf the misfortune to lose & child. When you feel
inclined 1 ehall be always glad tohear of your progress and
well-doing, and with every good wish, 1 yours very
faithtully, Cu. Danwin.”

“Down Bromley, Ken

Ty s ** January 16, 1859,
“ Dear on,— the little book for
but I have only this minute (mm-lﬁ';
tyuuﬁlnﬁuuﬂ&nlﬂw’)t&t asked me to
get two copies. But I really i be nors
-« « = . Astoths Aurist, you may on it that the
man is sn advertising humbug, 1 know of
and bave one relation, very deaf, and Im
would know about mhm’ipnnlmu true. Youm

end on it that besides cortaln casos
:I!:gadi:ﬁitlla or nothing to be hﬁ%

very wise man, said he bad knosn numbers who

wuch injured by Auriste, and none who had been benefited.
A common good surgeon can do all that these humbugs can
do. I mm very sorry to hear about your deafness increas-
ing, it is & very great misfortuns for y but I fear you
mmmhuk;:“lqu tlﬁmrﬂl?l I am -ml:lnttht you
are well ; on can your sons in an
qﬁcﬂﬁrﬂhuthe ‘I'I.l.lhl‘l'zllnﬂnllh for no
life ean ba more bealthy or m‘ﬂw'h" AD Tun-

b summer, my eldest ng been very (Il with
d:pL&h,l u--ndw-jiuummt complaint, aod my

| youngest baby boy having died st the same time of searlot
! }I!‘I-’t'h My lancmdyd;n hter is niso very doliate. After
vur misery we went to Iale of Wight for six weeks fora
change, My bealth keepa rer{ poor, and 1 never know 24
bours’ comfort. I force myself to try and bear this s in-
curable misfortune, We all bave our unhappinessss, only
eome are worse than others. And you have s heavy one in
Fwtg?m“' ood wish for the prowperity of ¢
“'With e wigh for the of yourse
and flrnil;r:.mgeﬁr vée me, desr Corlngmu,ty' are  very
sincerely HCu., Danwin.™






