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R. discussed with the Prince the paper His High-
ness wrote for the Royal Society, and which R.
has had to judge. The Prince departed in high
good-humour.”

In 1838 Owen wrote a paper, which was the
nucleus of his great work on teeth—the ¢ Odonto-
graphy.’ This paper was entitled: ‘On the
Structure of Teeth, and the Resemblance of
Ivory to Bone, as illustrated by the Microscopical
Examination of the Teeth of Men and of various
Existing and Extinct Animals. (‘ Report of the
British Association, 1838.")

Amongst the descriptions which Owen made
of the fossil mammalia collected by Darwin in
the voyage of the ‘ Beagle’ may be mentioned that
of the Zoxodon skull. The toxodon was a gigantic
extinct mammal, presenting great peculiarities
and having points in common with various orders
of Mammalia.

The following account of the toxodon in the
autograph of Charles Darwin was found amongst
Owen’s papers, from which an extract is now
given :—

‘The head was found embedded in whitish
earthy clay on the banks of a small stream which
enters the Rio Negro, and is situated 120 miles
to the N'W. of Monte Video. The head had
been kept for a short time in a neighbouring
farm-house as a curiosity, but when I arrived it
was lying in the yard. I bought it for the value
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of eighteen-pence.® The people informed me that
when first discovered, about two years previously,
it was quite perfect, but that the boys had since
knocked out the teeth and had put it on a post as
a mark to throw stones at. They showed me the
spot where it had been found after a sudden flood
had washed down part of the bank. Several
fragments of bone and of an armadillo-like case
were lying at the bottom of the almostdry water-
course. Some of these I collected, but from the
disturbed state of the country the box in which
they were packed was delayed on the road, and
was afterwards sent direct to England.

¢ For this reason the temporary marks by which
I had distinguished these bones from another set,
found at the distance of several leagues, were lost,
and I am now unable to say which are the frag-
ments. . . . . This river (Rio Cancarafia) has
been celebrated. since the time of the Jesuit
Falkner for the number of great bones and large
fragments of the armadillo-like case found in its
bed. The inhabitants told me that they had
made gate-posts of some leg bones, and I myself
saw two groups zz sztu of the remains of a mas-
todon projecting from a cliff. But they were in
so decayed a state that 1 could only bring away
small portions of a molar tooth.’

From the same collection Owen described the

* This skull would probably entire skeleton is figured in
now fetch mapy pounds. An  Natural Science, 1894, p. 119.
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