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“Yesterday was very fine and mild here, and [ walked about all
day, chiefly on the outer wall of the docks, where I at once commanded
a view of the enormous number of ships (for this is the third port in
England), the Humber, and of the opposite or Lincolnshire coast,
This is likely to be a fine day also, s0 as soon as my letters are dis-
posed of I shall start for another walk, if all be well.”

A letter of Darwin's in Nature, on * Perception in the
Lower Animals,” attracted Pengelly’s attention. The well-
authenticated stories alluded to in the following letters were
verified with much care, and were included in a paper read by
Pengelly before the Torquay Natural History Society, under
the title of “Notes on the Sagacity of the Infra-Human
Animals.”

Lengelly to Charles Darioin,
* Lamorna, Torquay, March 17, 1873
“Your letter on * Perception in the Lower Animals® in Nafwre of

the 13th has induced me to send you the enclosed slip. I trust you
will pardon this intrusion by an almost entire stranger.”

“Tur Horer Doc,—(Copy of a letter from Mr. R. Fry, formerly of
Woodgate, now of Exeter. )

* Woadgate, near Wellington, 12th mo. 8, 1830,

“There is a wvery pretty light tawny-coloured dog, with a fine
bushy tail, at the Queen’s Hotel, Exeter, that has attracted my attention
by his sagacity as well as his beauty.

“T watched his contrivance a week or two ago to get out of the
coffee-room. The door is a double swinging door, opening either way,
but so stiffly that the dog has not strength enough to put it open with
his nose. He therefore walked back several yards, and ran against the
door. This manceuvre opened the door, but not wide enough to please
him ; he therefore repeated the act, taking a longer run than the first,
and having acquired a greater impetus. This done, he opened the door
wider, and then passed through.

“On speaking to his owner about the cleverness of the dog, he said
the dog had learnt by experience that it was unsafe to attempt to pass
through if the door was not pretty far opened, for he had twice had his
tail caught and pinched from the door falling fast before he was com-
pletely through. Is not the above an exhibition of something more
than instinct 7"

“THE IsLe oF WicHT Doc.—(Copy of two letters from Mr, Kirk-
patrick, Banker, Honiton. )

“ Honiten, November 10, 1865,

“In compliance with your wish expressed by you when I had
the pleasure of meeting you in the train on Tuesday last, [ will now
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recapitulate the little anecdote I told you about the terrier dog belong-
ing to my late father, Joseph Kirkpatrick, of St. Cross, Isle of Wight.

¢ About the commencement of the present century, before the days
of quick coaches and railways, my father crossed from Cowes to
Southampton with his horse and terrier, and rode to London zia
Basingstoke. On reaching town he put up his horse at an inn in
Westminster, and, as he was going into the city, directed the ostler
to tie up, and take care of, his dog.

“When he returned from the city, he found the dog had broken
loose and disappeared. Exactly twenty-four hours afterwards the dog
arrived at St. Cross.

¢ About a month after this my father was at Cowes with the dog,
and on meeting Captain Stevens of the Zox cutter, which plied as a
passage vessel between Cowes and Por#smoutlr, Stevens remarked, ‘Is
that your dog, sir?’ ‘Yes, was the reply. Stevens then added, ‘He
was my passenger a few weeks ago from Portsmouth to this place’
(Cowes), *and on the vessel sailing into Cowes harbour, without waiting
to get into the boat, jumped overboard and swam ashore.’

““ This is the story I have often heard my father relate.”

““ Honiton, November 20, 1868,
“I quite forgot to tell you in my note of yesterday that the
terrier to which I referred was born in the Isle of Wight, and had
never been out of the isle till the day my father rode to London by
Southampton.”

Charles Darwin to Pengelly.

““Down, Beckenham, Kent, March 19, 1873.
“l am much obliged to you for so kindly sending me the
very curious account of the sagacity of dogs. 1 can believe almost
anything about them. You must forgive me for differing from you on
one point, when you call yourself ‘an almost entire stranger,” for I, at
least, have a lively and very pleasant remembrance of seeing you some
dozen years ago at Torquay.”

It will have been seen that Pengelly, who was always desirous
to benefit all classes of the community by the dissemination of
scientific knowledge, found some of his most interested hearers
amongst the skilled artisans of the manufacturing towns, the
shrewd Scottish people, and the miners of his native county of
Cornwall. He writes on one occasion :—

‘“I have frequently been much pleased at the interest manifested by
working men—especially miners—in geological questions and discus-
sions. With a geological friend, I once left a large mine accompanied
by the captain or chief superintendent—a well informed, thoughtful
man, who had risen from the ranks. He had shown us over the
works, and was walking with us to the neighbouring town, about four
miles distant. Our road lay through a district of considerable interest,



