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on thie one hand, and Scrope and Lyell on the other,
. Etha supplied so crucial a test. Nor can we regard the
Few notes of Mr. Rutley on the microscopic characters of
several specimens brought to him by the author, excellent
as they are in themselves, as affording anything like an
adequate discussion of the nature of the Etnean lavas.

There are not, indeed, wanting indications in the work
before us that the author has scarcely succeeded in so far
mastering the scientific questions connected with his sub-
ject as to qualify himself for giving anything like authorita-
tive opinions concerning them. Thus on page 111 wefind
him speaking of a crater as “composed of a prehistoric
grey labradorite, and of doleritic lava.” Again, so far as
can be gathered from the work before us, the hypotheses
of elevation craters and eruption craters are of about
equal value. We are informed simply that “the opinion
of geologists is divided as to the manner in which a
volcano is formed ;” and then followsa statement of the
two rival hypotheses. Surely after the convincing reason-
ing of Scrope, and the patient observations of Lyell on
Etna itself, as detailed in the celebrated memoir read
before the Royal Society in 1858, it is strange to find such
Ianguage used upon the subject, more especially when
we recollect that no attempt was ever made by Lyell's
opponents to discredit his observations or to reply to his
deductions. We should almost as soon expect to read in
amodern work on astronomy that the opinion of astrono-
mers is divided as to whether the earth moves round the
sun or the sun round the earth.

‘We find so much to praise in this little book, especially
in the clear 7ésumé of the history of the mountain and its
eruptions, and the illustrations so carefully selected and
reduced from those of larger works which are not easily
accessible to general readers, that we regret we cannot
express more unqualified approbation of that portion of
the book which calls for especial notice in the pages of
We can only hope that in a second edition

nd an opportunity, which he will not
neglect, of considerably lengthening and very greatly
strengthening this scientific portion of his work ; and in
order to do so, without at the same time impairing its
popular character, we can scarcely suggest a better ex-
ample for him to follow than the work of Prof. Phillips,
to which we have alluded at the commencement of this
article,
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