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assistants, guides, porters, cooks and boat crews. More than thirty men were paid 
collecting assistants. Ali was clearly a particularly intelligent, likeable, trustworthy 

and competent young man. He made significant new discoveries for Wallace, helped 
him to learn the Malay language, taught new assistants their duties, and much else. 

Wallace' s results during his expedition and his scientific writings that resulted would 
have been very much poorer were it not for the assistance of Ali. 

Ali was not always a collecting assistant, but first a cook and general servant 

whose abilities gradually saw him change into a hunter and collecting assistant and, 
finally, to Wallace's trusted head man. Ali was not with Wallace for the entire expe­

dition after Sarawak. A significant percentage of Wallace' s impressive tally of 125,660 

natural history specimens must have been collected by Ali, perhaps even the majority 

of the birds. Ali remains a shadowy figure, but no doubt further research will bring 
more to light. Wallace could not have achieved what he did without his 'faithful 

companion', Ali. 
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Ali's Itinerary 1855-1862 

Ali's itinerary is largely identical to Wallace's from December 1855-November 1859. 
In this list, Ali' s trips away from Wallace are noted even if on the same island. Where 
Ali's itinerary differs from Wallace this is indicated with*. For Wallace's itinerary, 
see van Wyhe and Rookmaaker (2013) or van Wyhe (2015). 

Dec. 1855-10 Feb. 1856 
17 Feb.-23 May 1856 
13-15 Jun. 1856 
17 Jun.-30 Aug. 1856 
2 Sept.-18 Dec. 1856 

c.11 September-8 November 1857 
31 Dec. 1856-7 Jan. 1857 
8 Jan.-2 Jul. 1857 
11 Jul.-15 Oct. 1857 
15-20 Oct. 1857 
20 Oct.-19 Nov. 1857 
24-26 Nov. 1857 
28-29 Nov. 1857 
30 Nov. 1857-4 Jan. 1858 
8 Jan.-c.19 Feb. 1858 
c.19 Feb.-1 Mar. 1858 
1-25 Mar. 1858 
26Mar.1858 
28 Mar.1858 
11 Apr. 1858 
11 Apr.-29 Jul. 1858 

26 May-14 June 1858 
15 Aug.-13 Sept. 1858 
14 Sept.-1 Oct. 1858 
2-9 Oct. 1858 
9-10 Oct. 1858 
10-11 Oct. 1858 
11 Oct. 1858 
11-12 Oct. 1858 
13-20 Oct. 1858 
21-30 Oct. 1858 

30 Oct. 1858 
20Apr.1859 
1 May 1859 
before 25 Sept. 1859 c.2-3 months 

Sarawak, Borneo 
Singapore 
Baly (Ball) 
Lombock (Lombok) 
Macassar (Makassar, South Sulawesi)* 
Wallace to Maros* 
Ke (Kai) 
Aru Islands: Wamar, Wokam, Maikoor 
Macassar (Makassar, South Sulawesi) 
Kaisa islands (Sulawesi) 
Macassar (Makassar, South Sulawesi) 
Coupang, Timor 
Banda (Band a Besar) 
Amboyna (Ambon) 
Ternate 
Gilolo (Halmahera) 
Ternate 
Makian (Machian) 
Ganeh, Gilolo (Gani, South Halmahera) 
Mansinam, New Guinea 
Dorey, New Guinea (Manokwari, Irian Jaya) 
Amberbaki, New Guinea* 
Ternate 
Gilolo (Halmahera) 
Ternate 
Tidore 
Mare 
Motir (Moti) 
Makian (Machian) 
Kai6a Islands 
Batchian (Bacan)* 
Ali to Ternate* 
Wallace returns Ternate* 
Wallace departs Ternate* 
Eastern Gilolo* 



c. Dec. 1859? c.2-3 months 
1 Nov.-15 Dec. 1860 
April1861 
4 May-3 Jul. 1861 

10-11 May 1861 
26--29 May 1861 

4-6 June 1861 

10-13 June 1861 
15-16 June 1861 

6--7 Jul. 1861 
9-10 Jul. 1861 
12-13 Jul. 1861 
16 Jul.-15 Sept. 1861 
18 Sept.-1 Nov. 1861 
2-4 Nov. 1861 
8 Nov. 1861-15 Jan. 1862 

15-16 Jan. 1862 
18 Jan. 1862-? 

8 Feb. 1862 

? 

'I AM ALl WALLACE' 131 

Eastern Gilolo* 
Alien Galela and Morotai trip 
Amboyna (Ambon)* 
Bouru (Buru) 
Pelah* 
Cajeli 'sent letter to Com.P for shoes &c.' 'men 
returned with oil.'* 
Cajeli 'Sent for shoes to Cajeli' 'Men returned 
with letter, no shoes!!!'* 
Cajeli 'sent letter for shoes & Letters.'* 

Telaya* 
Ternate 
Menado, Celebes (NE Sulawesi) 
Macassar, Celebes (Makassar, Sulawesi) 

Java (eastern part) 
Java (western part) 
Muntok, Banka (Bangka) 

Sumatra 
Muntok, Banka (Bangka) 

Singapore 
Wallace departs Singapore* 
All returns to Ternate* 


