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The Lloyd Room at Christ’s College was aliveriginally have been shared between about a
with colour and richness on 2February asdozen people and her descriptions of medie-
Penny Price enthralled a large and appreotal working conditions (which must have
tive audience of members and guests with mesembled car production lines) certainly
vivid descriptions of the medieval techniquealispelled any romantic views of manuscript
she employed in preparing a reproduction opeoduction being a leisurely and peaceful
page from the Metz Pontifical for the 2008&ctivity undertaken by solitary scribes in the
Cambridge llluminations exhibition. Penny’privacy of their cells.

final manuscript, together with two preparafter the talk, the audience was able to look
tory leaves, was generously loaned by the examples of Penny's work at close quar-
Fitzwilliam Museum for the talk and sampleters and further manuscripts, from East and
of her inks, pigments and tools were also ¥viest, were also on view in a special exhibi-
display. tion in Christ’s Old Library which was vis-
Penny used slides of her work on the Meated by many members. The Library Group is
reproduction (slides commissioned by theery grateful to Penny and to Christ's Col-
Fitwilliam) to illustrate the many stages inlege Library for a most interesting evening
volved in manuscript production. She makésat was illuminating in every way.

almost all the inks and paints that she uses and
this is invariably very time-consuming. Otheknn
materials, such as vellum, are either obtainidith,
from a rapidly decreasing number of specialiGhrist’s
outlets or are commissioned for specific puGollege
poses, often from commercial firms who seem
delighted to be asked to use their manufactur-

ing expertise to solve medieval problems.

Penny estimates that the approximately 200
hours she spent on the reproduction would

il

Penny Price showing some tools and
materials

On a cold February evening a large group history of the Churchill era and after, docu-
CLG members warmed up in the bar at Chimenting all those fields of public life in
chill College before being welcomed in thwhich Sir Winston Churchill himself played
Jack Colville Hall by Allen Packwood, Di-a personal role or took a personal interest.
rector of the Churchill Archives Centre. There are also collections of scientific papers
Mr Packwood spoke of the range of Chu of individuals with links to the College in-
chill’'s written work and quoted from his cluding Sir John Crockcroft, Frank Whittle
early novelSavrolaand fromThe Dreama and Bondi. The centre is self funded, has a
late piece and an imagined conversation w staff of 12 and includes a conservation work-
his father. Churchill’'s written legacy is paishop. Their website can be found on

and parcel of his political legacy. http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/

The archive of Churchill's papers consists After the talk, the group visited the two pub-
2,500 boxes containing 1 million items, rani lic exhibition rooms and the strong rooms
ing from personal and official correspor and viewed a fascinating exhibition, put out
dence and school reports to drafts of notes by Sophie Bridges and Caroline Herbert,
took 5 archivists 5 years to catalogue the c which included photographs, facsimiles of
lections. The remit of the archives cent correspondence and examples of document
extends to personal papers of other policonservation work. Many thanks to all the
cians within the Churchill era includin¢archives staff who did all the preparation and
Bevan, Thatcher, Kinnock and Enoch Pow: stayed to explain the exhibits and centre.

and to military papers and naval papers, es

cially of admirals. It contains a total of 57 Suzan Griffiths,

collections of private papers covering tt St Catherine’s College




Dr John van Wyhe, Darwin historian at the Universit Cambridge, gave us a fascinat-
ing insight into the story of how he found®drwin Onlineand demonstrated how it
can be useddarwin Online provides Darwin's complete publications, many lvenite

Il ten manuscripts and the largest Darwin bibliographg manuscript catalogue ever
published. There are also over 180 ancillary tefktsn reference works, reviews, obitu-
aries and more.

lun win's works for digitizing. As the Librarian of tHalfour Library, | was very keen to
L} see how books “looked” online and was interestelaetar Dr van Wyhe explain how the
whole project came to fruition. Dr van Wyhe desedbhow he was inspired to make all
of Darwin’s works accessible in one place whenduwis efforts to research Darwin at a
university library in Singapore proved to be veifficult. He could only find one of Darwin’s boolend a web search turned up
an incomplete set of electronic works that weresinig large quantities of relevant information.

Darwin Onlineprovides one single contents page for all of yipes of works included on the website. There age mitroduc-
tory pages for each type of work, which lead readerthe individual works available - to the textimages, or both side by
side. It is also possible to view the actual bigdinwhich is of value to scholars, booksellers lim@rians alike. The format is
very user-friendly and allows readers to browsegend to go off at tangents, so they can realploe® the works in depth.
Alternatively, readers can retrieve a specific wqrkckly by using the search facility. We were givae useful tip on how to
jump quickly to a desired text by selecting ‘Cttldnd then type a word from the title. We were abown a non-academic
entry gateway, which describes Darwin’s major warka more simplistic way.

Dr van Wyhe explained how usage statistics shows#dach terminology used to arrive at the webkibsy long people stay,
and count how many of them visit it. He describleel huge interest that was shown by the press angublic in the website
whenDarwin Onlinewas first launched. Within the first 24 hours, 4@llion people around the world had been told dliba
website and 4 million actually visited it at a rate40 clicks per second. 24 million people haveessed the website to date;
there are 25,000 clicks every day.

Dr van Wyhe was asked abdDarwin Onlinés role in the controversial evolutionary
debate. He explained how the website can be linkdcbm many different sources and
from completely different angles. It will obvioudhe used by people on both sides of th-:on
debate. Dr van Wyhe suggested that bec@as®in Onlinedoes not make reference to
this debate at all, perhaps this is why no onedeasmented negatively about it in that
respect. Dr van Wyhe was also asked about theefugaals forDarwin Online He re-
ferred to the MP3 files that can be downloaded ftbenwebsite. These files consist of a
computer-generated voice reading Darwin’s worksiéldt is hoped that in future more
will become available and that some will be readobg of Darwin’s ancestors. These
files will be of particular use to disabled readers

15 March CLG members
gathered at Hughes Hall for two
enjoyable talks. The president of
Hughes Hall Mrs Sarah Squire
welcomed us and gave a brief but
fascinating introduction to the
history of Cambridge’s oldest
graduate college. Hughes Hall was

Another goal is t | f |
gather book review Appea or volunteers

of Darwin's works

on the website, be\n/oy|d you like to read aloud one of Dar-
cause it would b

good to be able qWin's works? Darwin online is looking for

understand contenfyolunteers to participate in Audio Darwin.

porary reactions t

Darwin’s works ] . . . .
when they were firsj Website: http://darwin-online.org.uk/audio_darwintm|

published. Contact: Dr John van Wyhe

founded in 1885 as The Cambridge
Training College for Women, with

a student body of just fourteen.
The original accommodation was
in two cottages in Newnham. It
was named after the first president,
Elizabeth Hughes (a graduate of
Newnham College) who faced the
challenge of setting up the college.
Although this was a time of

advances in educational
opportunities for women there was
still a great deal of prejudice about

Dr van Wyhe concluded that readers (academic aneanademic) value very highly the \yomen’s training. Hughes
free access to cultural and academic materialthawin Onlineprovides. Scholars will successfully established the college
always have to consult the originals, but they doatherwise be difficult to locate and g4 new buildings were erected on
use; now everyone will be able to see them virguad begin with. the present site in 1895. Hughes
I was struck by Dr van Wyhe’s sheer enthusiasnDiarwin, his works, and how he be- a1 has gone from strength to
lieves they should be made accessible for everybid@yefforts should be commended strength and achieved full college
and if you have a look at the testimonies postethenwebsite, you will see how many giaius in the University in 2006.
people have done so already.

(Continued on page 3)
Clair Castle, Balfour & Newton Libraries, Departrheii Zoology
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The second speaker for the evening was Dr John Baowm
Programme Director for Library and Information Saslat
UCL, who was awarded the CILIP Library History Rritor
2006 for his work on classification in British pidlibraries.
The subject of his talk was ‘James Duff Brown aifmlalry
classification’. Brown was an innovative Scottisbrarian
who, as well as making significant contributionsthe de-
velopment of classification schemes, was respoms$dl the
first open access public library. Born in 1862mé@a Duff
Brown began his library career at the Mitchell laiby in
Glasgow and later moved to Clerkenwell Public LigraBy
1886 there were 125 public libraries in the UK.this time
most were closed access, with books organised uzing
“numerical in main classes” system, which involMadad
subject sections and running numbers. Brown andrjHen
Quinn wrote an article deploring this system antssu
quently produced a scheme which divided classeserium
cally into sub-sections and sub-sub-sections. FBllseme
was intended for use in open access libraries, Brioawing
been impressed by the open access libraries heisiget in
America in 1888. In 1894 he reorganised Clerkenwell
brary according to his new scheme and made ititkiedpen

$

in different areas (such as classifying rabbitzawnlogy,
farming and cookery). Brown’'s Subject Classificatio
placed all aspects of subjects in the same plaegliig to
some rather strange classifications, such as nheig a
sub-section of physics (under acoustics). A majangth
of this scheme was the “categorical tables” whiobvjaled
a way of combining different aspects of a subject.

The use of the Subject Classification spread arotimed
country, with almost 50 libraries adopting it byethate
1930s. The use of Dewey was also spreading rapidtip,
376 libraries using it by 1932. In 1950 the Britidational
Bibliography began publication and used Dewey. iAfftés
many libraries switched to Dewey, with Bournemouth
thought to be the last library using Brown’s sche@mé¢he
1960s. Despite the fact that Dewey is now usedosim
universally in British public libraries, Brown’s otribution
to classification remains evident through the cured use
of his scheme by some local studies collectionse Th
“categorical tables” allow for place to be givenopity as a
subject and for specific topics to be added, makimg
scheme well suited to this kind of collection.

Alice Hine, Divinity

access library in the UK.

Brown’s major achievement was his “Subject ClasaHi
tion”, published in 1906. This used letters for malasses
and numbers for subdivisions. It worked in the agitgoway
to the Dewey Decimal Classification which, as asptct
classification”, places different aspects of thensasubject
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This year | made a new year’s resolution to buyefietnooks, so it may not have
seemed like the best of ideas to go, on a cold, wigiter evening, to the Cam-
bridge University Press bookshop so early in therydt seemed like too good an
opportunity to miss though - a bookshop, a parge food and drink, and a CLG
event all at the same time! Undaunted by the pssfiaring at me from every wall

and window telling me that upstairs hundreds ofksomould be purchased for only
two pounds, | was determined to pass the evenitigpwi buying anything, though

| cheated, having brought no money with me...

In what is becoming an annual event, the stafhef€Cambridge University Press
bookshop hosted the CLG’s Twelfth Night party og ftith of January this year.

Fifty of our members were serenaded with soft atassmusic (barely audible

above the buzz of voices) and treated to wine arg fine canapés, served by

Candace Guite and Chantal Aubin at CUP bookshoMikey Roberts and Mark Hancock.

CUP hosts Chantal Aubin and Emma Beddoe welcomeandstold us something of the history of the bookshbut they
mostly left their guests to mingle, relax, and bsewhe shelves. For over an hour we chatted irghyr(it was refreshing not to
have to talk library business), enjoyed the food drink, and admired the rooms where Tennyson geadings 150 years ago,
and where Thackeray used to lunch. But this weidltadition - a bookshop has traded on this feitdonger than any other in
the UK - never intimidated. The bookshop (and staff need to be thanked for this too) is a relgxioright, and spacious
place, a perfect location for celebrating the fiday of Christmas (though, admittedly, we were yaaffl).

Going back into the night, listening to librarigmsise the bookshop and its staff, it occurred ¢otinat the reason why the
bookshop has been trading since 1581 may not meeshecause Cambridge is the kind of place whevpleaive up books

for the New Year. It may also have something tavith the fact that Cambridge University Pressgbyng us more food than
we could eat, a choice of juices and wines (andghmoks!) in a warm place while the rain fell ba tobbles outside, proved
themselves to be very astute businesspeople. @haps I'm being too cynical - many thanks are tduUP, and | look for-
ward, as I'm sure many do, to the continuatiorhig ainnual tradition.

Colin Higgins, Christ’s College




