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Imagine going on a scientific voyage for five years and
knowing that the books you bring along are the only ones
you will have access to during the trip. What books would
you bring? Darwin Online brings together in one place
Charles Darwin’s complete publications, private papers, and
manuscripts, along with reviews of his works and works
about him. With the recent completion of the Beagle Library
Project (2012-14), one can see on Darwin Online the works
that Darwin could not do without on his voyage. Invaluable
reference works, such as Werner’s Nomenclature of Colours,
and those he brought for his own pleasure, such as Milton’s
Paradise Lost, are available through Darwin Online. According
to the websites “What’s New” section, the Beagle Library
Project doubled the searchable text on Darwin Online. While
the site’s aesthetics seem dated, it is easy to navigate. Addi-
tionally, as the intent is to “assemble a complete collection of
every edition and variation of Darwin’s published works in
English and translations in 30 languages in both electronic
text and scanned image forms,” the site is still expanding. A
must for anyone studying Darwin or evolutionary biology
or whose imagination is captured by the idea of the Beagle’s
voyage, Darwin Online is an enjoyable journey into Darwin’s
work.—Mary Wilke, Center for Research Libraries
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