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COMMON MISTAKES 
BY THE DEFENCE 

Signalling operates on classic 
8 Need to Know principles. When 

partner leads an ace, he wants to 
know whether to continue the suit; 
you tell him - via your "Altitude" 
signal. However there are other 
situations where partner is not in 
the least interested in whether you 

" like the suit: he needs to know how 
many cards you have. M Take this situation (notrumps 

c with no other way to reach 
dummy): 

• 

Entryless Dummy 
You • KJ1052 
•AB4 

Declarer leads • Q. 
You want to win your 4 A on 

declarer's last card. But how many 
cards does he have? 

(A) 
You 
,i,A84 

(B) 
You 
,f,A84 

Entryless Dummy 
,f, KJ1052 Partner 

,f,93 
,f,Q76 

Entryless Dummy 
"' KJ1052 Partner 

,f,963 
,f,Q7 

In (A) you want to win ,f, A on the 
third round, in (B) on the second 

e round. The only way to know how 
many clubs declarer holds is for 
partner to tell you how many clubs 
he holds. Here's the crux: 

With an odd number of clubs (1, 
3, 5) partner plays low. With an 
even number of clubs (2, 4, 6) part­
ner plays high. Or High • Even, 
Low • Odd (think HEW). 

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both 

.863 
¥732 
♦QJ1075 
,f, 75 

.Kl0742 ["J 
m6 � 
,f, J86 •AQ5 

¥AK94 
♦K4 
•AKQ2 

.)9 
¥Ql065
♦932 
• 10943 

W N 

2• (1) Pass 2 ♦ (2) Pass 
3NT end 

(1) 23+ points any hand. 
(2) Negative - any hand with 0-7 points. 
(3) 25-26 balanced. 
Contract: 3NT, Opening lead: •4 

WHAT HAPPENED 

Declarer won West's normal if 
unfortunate spade lead with • Q, 
and led ♦ K. West correctly 
ducked, and East (also correctly) 
played ♦2. Declarer followed with· 
♦4 and West played low again. 
Fatally - for declarer now had a 
second diamond trick and could 
run for home via • AK, • AKQ 
and •A. Nine tricks - game made. 
WHAT SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED 

East's first round ♦ 2 indicates an 
odd number of diamonds, clearly 
three (when it matters). West can 
work out declarer holds two, and 
must win ♦ A on the second round 
(key play). Declarer has now just 
eight tricks (only one diamond), 
and, with hearts.failing to split 3-3, 
ends up down one. 
IF YOU REMEMBER ONE THING ... 

The count signal: High • Even, 
Low· Odd (think HEW). 

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk 

Chess Raymond Keene 

Praeceptor Germaniae 

Dr. Siegbert Tarrasch enjoyed a 
• mighty reputation both as a player 

and as a chess pedagogue. So 
forceful was the power of his 
teachings that he acquired the title 
Praeceptor Germaniae. Woe to any 
player who transgressed against 
the strategic rules which Tarrasch 
had so carefully elaborated. This 
fine game from the first Hastings 
tournament is a superb example of 
the impeccable logic of Tarrasch's 
build up and execution. 

White: Siegbert Tarrasch 

8 Black: Joseph Blackburne 
Hastings 1895 
French Defence 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 dxe4 4 Nxe4 
Nd7 5 NB Ngf6 6 Bd3 c5 7 0-0 
cxd4 8 Nxf6+ Nxf6 9 Nxd4 

Of course Black cannot now 
play 9 ... Qxd4 on account of the 
discovery 10 Bb5+ netting Black's 
queen. 
9 ... Bc510 NB Qc7 ll Qe2 Bd7 

Black fails to understand 
White's attacking scheme. It 
would be better to play 11 ... Bd6 12 • fie�� t� ��S1an of ... Bb7. 

The first conquest is achieved. 
White's knight on e5 cannot now 
be successfully challenged. If 
Black ever plays ... Bxe5 then fxe5 
opens up deadly lines again�! 
Black's king's flank. 
13 ... 0-0 14 Bd2 Rad8 

If 14 ... Qb6+ 15 Khl Qxb2 16 
N c4 Qd4 17 Be3 Qd5 18 Rad! with 
numerous threats. 
15 Khl BcS 16 Rf3 

White brings up the heavy artil­
lery. This is possible due to the 

8 powerful knight on e5. 

16 ... g6 17 c4 Bxe5 
This exchange of bishop for 

knight is a desperate strategy but 
Black clearly wanted to shut off 
the al-h8 diagonal before White 
played Bc3. 
18 fxe5 Nd7 19 Bc3 Nc5 20 Bc2 
Bd721 b3 

An unnecessary refinement. 
The immediate 21 Qe3, threaten­
ing Qh6 and Rh3 is even stronger. 
21 ... Kg7 22 Qe3 Rh8 23 Rafi Bes 
24Bel Qe7 

To prevent BM. 
25 Rf6 h6 26 Bh4 g5 

a b c d c f g h

Tarrasch's strategy has reached 
its apex and now, as so often, he 
uses his strategic advantage to de­
molish Black tactically with a few 
swift strokes. 
27 Rxh6 

Sweeping away the barricades. 
If now 27 ... Rxh6 28 Bxg5 or 27 ... 
Kxh6 White has the choice be­
tween 28 Bxg5+ . Qxg5 29 Rf6+ 
with an ultimate win or the imme­
diate 28 Rf6+ Kg7 29 Qxg5+ Kf8 
30 Rh6 going into an ending two 
pawns up. 
27 ... gxh4 28 Rxh8 Black resigns 

The white queen and bishop 
wiU swiftly combine to give mate. 

This year's Hastings tourna­
. men! start on Sunday. Full details 
are on www.hastingschess.org.uk. 

Winning move 

Black to play. This position is from 
Kosten - Chandler, Hastings 1990. 
Here Black found a very attractive way 
to conclude his kingside attack. Can you 
spot his fine finish? 
Please send your queries, problems and 
games by email to: keenechess@aol.com. 

a b c d e f g h Solution on page 73 

Sussex-village remembers a poet who 
came from the other side .of the world 
Christopher Hawtree 

"A wet and windy village full of rheuma­
tism and beauty," said Enid Bagnold, of 
coastal Rottingdean in Sussex. Since the 
1900s, when there were twice as many 
sheep as residents, various artists and writ­
ers have lived there. Kipling lasted five 
years (but wintered abroad), finally driven 
away in 1902 by his widowed aunt Lady 
Burne-Jones's antics. Not only did she 
foment the parish council but she also 
displayed a pro-Boer banner -despite her 
nephew Stanley Baldwin's marrying into a 
village family. By 1909 William Nicholson 
frequently visited and the once-popular, 
potential Laureate William Watson lived 
on the coast road. 

None noticed 21-year-old, rheumatism­
stricken Kathleen Bowden's arrival in 
March 1910 to stay above a grocer's. By 
August, Rottingdean had turned her into 
Katherine Mansfield. 

Born Kathleen Mansfield Beauchamp, 
daughter of the Bank of New Zealand's 
chairman, she studied in London from 
1903 to 1905. Come 1908, set on writing 
and steeped in Wilde, she returned, with 
cello, from New Zealand after various 
lesbian affairs - and mistakenly feared 
pregnancy en route. 

Despite soon finding passion for the mu­
sician Garnet Trowell, with whose twin 
brother she had a near-romance, she 
suddenly married the singer George Bow­
den in 1909 after three weeks' acquaint-

ance. The bride wore black - and immedi­
ately vanished, joining Trowell and a tour­
ing opera with which she sang. Duly 
pregnant, she miscarried in Bavaria, where 
her visiting mother had left her. 

Early in 1910 Kathleen returned briefly 
to Bowden, who encouraged her stories 
about Bavarian pension life. Soon very ill, 
she went with college friend Ida Baker to 
Rottingdean, near a White Horse Inn and 
Pier both since demolished. Notebook and 
letters also do not survive, but in 1971 Ida 
splendidly recalled that last Edwardian 
summer. (Alas, Brighton's new library, 
widely criticised for scant shelving, keeps 

her book unbrowsably in store.) Even then 
Ida obscured as "rheumatism" a gonorrhea 
undiagnosed until 1918. 

Kathleen was particularly ill while the 
King died in May. Then came a cottage by 
a meadow "full of flowering grasses and 
large white daisies. We took in a small 
stray dog which she loved." 

While Kathleen craved library books, 
"the sun shone and the sea breezes filled 
the house. She had not been able to sit on 
the shore and listen to the sea since she left 
Day's Bay in New Zealand." They illicitly 
explored another, perilously cliff-edge 
house which "was breathing its doom and 
every now and again it shivered with the 
thunder of the waves breaking far below". 
Above their cottage, some lightning made 
Kathleen faint for ten minutes. Energies re­
gained, and now calling herself Katherine 
Mansfield, she began to draw upon New 
Zealand memories. 

A century later residents of Rottingdean 
are petitioning to commemorate this cru­
cial sojourn. The only recorded grocer, Mrs 
Tickner's premises, await the 1911 census's 
full details, and if the cottage remains elu­
sive, the sheep-filled opening of At the Bay 
could be as much Rottingdean as the Antip­
odes, where "the leaping, glittering sea was 
so bright it made one's eyes ache to look at 
it". With the local authority falling short of 
national guidelines for library hours, her 
spirit would eschew a plaque and prefer 
Rottingdean library to open more than 
three days a week. 

Bicentenaries galore in the new year 
Sue Corbett 

Next year is a big one for significant bicen­
tenaries, with Abraham Lincoln, Charles 
Darwin, William Ewart Gladstone and 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson all born in 1809 
(Lincoln and Darwin even arriving on the 
same day, February 12). This high-flying 
quartet also have in common some remark­
ably enduring fan bases, with current 
admirers ranging from US President-elect 
Barack Obama (Lincoln), David Davis, 
MP, (Gladstone) and Poet Laureate An­
drew Motion (Tennyson) to the efferves­
cent Richard Carter and Nigel Longhurst, 
founders of the 2,251-strong (at the last 
count) Friends of Charles Darwin (motto, 
Charlie is my Darwin). 

Along with other present-day followers 
of the four memorable babes-in-arms of 
1809, Messrs Obama, Davis, Motion, Cart­
er and Longhurst will no doubt be interest­
ed in the conferences and festivals being 
staged at UK universities next July to com­
memorate their bicentenaries. 

The first (by a whisker) will be the Uni­
versity of Oxford's The Global Lincoln, 
taking place at St Catherine's College and 
the Rothermere American Institute, Ox­
ford, from July 3 to 5, co-sponsored by the 
university and the Abraham Lincoln Bicen­
tennial Commission and with additional 
funding from the Abraham Lincoln Presi­
dential Library and Museum, the Chicago 
History Museum, the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of America History and the US 
Embassy in London. Aimed to appeal to 
the general public as well as to academics, 
The Global Lincoln will examine Lincoln's 
worldwide legacy, with speakers drawing 
attention to the 16th US President's lasting 
influence not only in the US but in the Brit­
ish Isles, Africa, India, East Asia, Latin 
America and Europe. 

"Lincoln's political principles, his record 
of successful executive leadership in war­
time, his role as the 'Great Emancipator', 
his resolute defence of popular government, 
and the perception of him as an exemplar 
of human brotherhood made him an inter­
national cult figure," says the conference 
convener Richard Carwardine, Rhodes Pro-

fessor of American History at St Cather­
ine's College. "As David Lloyd George put 
it, Lincoln lost his nationality in death. Karl 
Marx admired him, Cuban rebels invoked 
his name, and the Indian statesman Jawaha­
rlal Nehru had just two ornaments on his 
desk, a small statue of Gandhi, and a model 
of the hand of Lincoln." 

Such is the concentration of bicentenar­
ies in 2009 that two historians. Eugenio Bi­
agini from Robinson College, Cambridge, 
and Lawrence Goldman from St Peter's 
College, Oxford, have been engaged to 
speak, first, on Abraham Lincoln at Oxford 
and then on William Ewart Gladstone at 
the Gladstone Bicentenary International 
Conference (from July 5 to 8) at the Univer­
sity of Chester's Centre for Victorian Stud­
ies. Other historians discussing Gladstone 
at Chester will include Lord (Asa) Briggs, 
editor of Gladstone's Boswell: Late Victorian 
Conversations, and Ruth Clayton Wind­
scheffel, a Fellow of St Deiniol's Library at 
Hawarden, which was founded by Glad­
stone in 1889 and now constitutes a nation­
al memorial to him. 

Held in association with St Deiniol's and 

organised by Professor Roger Swift, the 
Chester conference will explore public and 
private aspects of Gladstone's life and 
work, and offers the opportunity for dele­
gates to visit Gladstone's study, the Temple 
of Peace at Hawarden. 

The bicentenary of Darwin's birth and 
the 150th anniversary of the publication of 
his seminal work, On the Origin of Species, 
will be commemorated at the University of 
Cambridge from July 5 to 10 with a festival 
of science, society, literature, history, phi­
losophy, theology, art and music, which is 
aimed at members of the public as well as 
scholars. Sir David Attenborough will give 
the keynote speech at a gala dinner at 
King's College on July 9, and other festival 
speakers will include professors Steve 
Jones and Richard Dawkins, a clutch of 
Nobel Prize winners, and the writers Ian 
McEwan and Antonia Byatt. There will 
also be conducted tours of some of Cam­
bridge's leading Darwinian collections, and 
a chance to view a bicentennial bronze of 
Darwin by a young sculptor Anthony 
Smith at Darwin's alma mater, Christ's Col­
lege. Exhibitions coinciding with the festi­
val will include the Fitzwilliam Museum's 
Endless Forms, which will explore how Dar­
win used visual imagery to develop his 
theories, as well as his influence on visual 
artists of the time. 

The Young Tennyson, the Tennyson 
Society's International Bicentenary Confer­
ence, aimed at both the general public and 
academics, will be held at the University of 
Lincoln from July 16 to 20, with Christo­
pher Ricks, Professor of Poetry at Oxford 
and editor of the definitive edition of Ten­
nyson's poetry, as one of the key speakers. 
Lectures will be interspersed with a reading 
of Tennyson's early poems by the actor 
Gabriel Woolf and a tour of local sites with 
Tennysonian connections. 
'The Global Lincoln": rai.ox.ac.uk/lincoln; 
Gladstone Bicentenary International 
Conference; chester.ac.uk/ 
histo1yandarchaeologylgladstone2009; 
"Darwin 2009 �- The Festival": 
darwin2009.cam.ac.uk; The 
YoungTennyson": lincoln.ac.uk/lwmel 
conferencesltennyson 


