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PREFACE TOQ THE, FIFTH EDITION.

Em——

Tre importance of a work so constructed as to exhibit a comprehensive and
accurate view of every branch and portion of human knowledge, and human
art, must be too apparent to require any illustration.  Such is the intention of
the EncycLorzDpIa BrITANNICA ; and the publication of five extensive editions
of a work devoted to such objects, at once affords a proof of its eminent utility,
and of the favourable opinion of the public as to the ability with which it has
been executed.

The great superiority of the plan of this work has contributed in no small
degree both to its usefulness and popularity. A very few words will serve to
explain the principles, and to evince the preoeminence of the method which
its compilers have pursued in treatmg the various branches of the arts and
sciences. '

In all former attempts, the alphabet, in place of being employed in the hum-~
ble function of an index to the matter contained in the work, was made supreme
arbiter of the whole arrangement ; and the different sciences, insteadof being
made the subjects of distinct and connected discussion, were cut down into de-
tached parts, out of which no general view of any one science or art could possibly
be formed. In this view, the alphabet, far from conducing to clearness, became
an instrument of disorder; and its only use appeared to be, to save the trouble of
a more commodious or philosophical arrangement. These obvious defects in all
the most popular Dictionaries of arts and sciences were clearly observed by Mr
Chambers, himself the compiler of a well-known work of this kind; and, in
speaking of the labours of his predecessors, he particularly censures the uninstruc-
tive method of their performances. * Former lexicographers (he observes) scarce
attempted any thing like structure in their works; they seem not to have been
aware that a dictionary is in some measure capable of the advantages of a conti-
nued discourse ; and hence it is, that we see nothing like @ whole in what they
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Vi PREFACE.

have done.” For the purpose of remedying this defect in his own work, he in-
forms his readers, that ¢ his view was to consider the several matters, not only in
themselves, but relatively, or as they respect each other ; both to treat them as
80 many wholes, and as so many parts of some greater whole; and to point out
their connection with each other, and with that whole, by reference : so that by
a course of references from generals to particulars, from premises to conclusions,
from cause to effect, and vice versa, a communication might be opened between
the several parts of the work, and the detached articles be in some measure re-
placed in the natural order of science, out of which the alphabetical order had
removed them.” And in order to exhibit a view of the bearings and relations
of the various articles scattered through his Dictionary, he has prefixed to it a
tabular analysis illustrative of their mutual connections and dependencies.

But although it must be admitted, that this table is elaborately and skilfully
oonstructed, and that the arrangement of the Cyclopeedia of Mr Chambers is
mruch preferable to that of any former work of the kind, it is still indisputably
liable to many of those very objections for which this author censures his pre-
decessors. Even if his original plan had been carried into effect with complete
success, and all the articles in different parts of his work had been so managed,
as, when reunited, to have made so many complete systems, the number of refe-
rences was still so great, that no reader could possibly have submitted to the
trouble of combining them. (a).

Of this inconveniency the original compilers of the EncycLoPZEDpIA BRrTAN-
nica were fully aware ; and they resolved, in the conduct of their work, to adopt
such a plan as should completely free it from this objection. They were as fully
convinced as their predecessors of the utility of a separate explanation of every
technical term, and of the necessity also of noticing, in detail, many topics which
it would be proper more fully to illustrate in a general account of the respective
sciences to which they belonged. But without such general treatises, combining

in

(A) Thus, from METEOROLOGY We are referred to A1g and the ATMosPHERE ; including, 1st, The history
of its contents, ZErura, Firx, Varouvr, Exnaratiow, &c. ; 24, MxrxoRs formed therein ; as CLoup, Ra1x,
&c. Smowre, Dsor, Sxow, Har, Dxw, Daup, &c. Ranvsow, Paraxrtoy, Haro, TauNDxR, WaTER-
srouT, Waxps, Moxsoon, HurricAwE, and the like, And as every word printed in capitals is the title of
an article treated separately in the Cyclopsedia, we thust turn backwards and forwards through more than
twenty-four references before we come at the detached topics, which we are directed to unite into a system
of MzTEoROLOGY. The number of articles which must be united in the same manner to constitute the
Compiler’s system of MxTaPRYSICS is upwards of forty-eight ; and those which are referred to Txovoay
above three hundred ! N
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in one view all the related parts of a subject, they deemed it impossible to convey
any thing like complete or philosophical information. They accordingly endea-
voured, in so far as their limits would permit, to exhibit a clear and satisfactory
account of the several arts and sciences under their proper denominations, and to
explain, at the same time, the subordinate articles, under their technical terms.
These articles may be divided into three kinds. The first consists of such as,
not depending very closely on particular systems, admit of a complete explana-
tion under their proper names; the second, of such as require to be considered
in the general account of the sciences with which they are connected, and aleo
under their own denominations; and the third, of such as belong to a great
whole, from which they cannot be separated, so as to be explained in detail.
Articles of the first kind admit, .of course, of no references ; those of the second
sort, being only partially explained under their own denominations, the reader
is referred for more complete information to the article where the subject is
more fully illustrated ; and in articles of the third description, no attempt is made
to explain them, except in connection with the subjects to which they severally
belong, and to which the reader is always therefore referred,

Such is the plan of arrangement adopted m the first, and followed, with some:
improvements in thedetail, throughout every edition of the ENcycLorZDIA BRi-
TANNICA ; and there appears to be no other, by which the great objects of such a
work could be so conveniently and completely attained. Indeed, it seems to be
now pretty generally admitted, in this countryat least, that the best form which
can be given of this kind of Dictionary, is that in which the several arts and sci-
ences are digested into treatises, and the various subordinate and detached parts
of knowledge explained in the order of the alphabet,.

In the first edition. of the ENcycLorPZDIA BRITANNICA, its compilers seem to.
have intended little mere than to furnish a general Dictionary ¢ of Arts and
Sciences’ ; but in the succeeding edition, they took a wider range, so as-to in-
clude the great departments of Geography, History, Biography, and General
Literature. In this way, the work was converted into a Pandect and Reposi-
tory of universal knowledge ; and from three volumes, the form in which it first
appeared, has been gradually extended to a size more commensurate to the mag-
nitude and variety of its objects.

Of the first and second editions of this work, and the twelve first volumes of
the third, it is understood, that Mr Colin Macfarquhar, one of its original pro-
prietors and projectors, was the principal editor. Owing to his death,. the re-
maining six volumes of the third edition were edited by the Reverend Dr
Gleig. This gentleman was peculiarly fortunate, in being honoured with the co-

operation:
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operation of the late Professor John Robison, whose contributions to the latter
volumes of that edition were numerous, and tended essentially to enhance the
character and utility of the undertaking. The fourth edition was wholly edited
by Dr James Miller, under whose superintendence, and with the assistance of
several able contributors, the work received a large addition of new articles and
treatises in all its departments. : :

To enumerate all the contributors to a work which has undergone so many
changes, and of the compilation of which in its successive stages no record has
been preserved, is now beyond any means of information which either the pub-
lishers or any others possess. But they can still afford this satisfaction in regard
to almost all the more valuable treatises which it contains. : . :

The article Agriculture, which, it seems probable, was originally compiled by
the late Mr James Tytler, was re-arranged and improved for the fourth edition
by Robert Forsyth, Esq. advocate. The treatise on Anatomy, originally drawn
up by Mr Andrew Fyfe of the University of Edinburgh, was revised by Dr
Millar. Acoustics, Aerostation, and Gunnery, were compiled by Mr Tytler.
The new discoveries in Acoustics and Aerostation were added by Dr Millar.
Astronomy, compiled also by Mr Tytler for the third edition, from materials fur-
nished by Mr Jones-of London, was more scientifically arranged, with the addi~
tion of the later discoveries, for the fourth. Blind was furnished by Dr Black-
lock and Dr Moyes. Education, Religion, and Society, were composed by Mr
Robert Heron. The lives of Johnson and Mary Queen of Scots, with Instinet,
Love, Metaphysics, Miracle, the history of Ethics under Moral Philosophy,
Oath, Passion, Plastic Nature, Polytheism, Prayer, Slavery, and Supper of the
Lord, were contributed by Dr Gleig ; Grammar and Theology by the Reverend
James Bruce and Dr Gleig ; and Motion by Dr Gleig and Mr Tytler.” Medi-
cine, originb.lly written by Dr Duncan, senior, of the University of Edinburgh,
was revised by him for the fourth edition. The article Musi¢ was partly drawn

“up by Dr Blacklock, and révised for the fourth edition by George Sandy, Esg.
The historical part of this article, originally written by William Maxwell Mori-
son, Esq. advocate, was revised and continued down to the publication of the fourth
edition, by the same gentleman, who also furnished the treatise on Physiognomy.
Mysteries, Mythology, and Philology, were drawn up by the late Dr Doig of the
grammar school of Stirling. Navigation, Parallax, Pendulum, Projection of the
Sphere, and Ship-Building, were furnished by the late Dr Mackay of Aberdeen.
Optics, which was drawn up by Mr Jones,  and revised for the - third edition by
the late Professor Robison, was subjected to another revision for the fourth edi-
tion by Dr Brewster. Percussion, Perspective, Philosophy, Physics, Px;eumatfm»

: . recession



PREFACE: ix

Precession of the Equinoxes, Projectiles, Pumps, Quantity, Resistance of Fluids,
River, Roof, Rope-making, Rotation, Seamanship, Signals, Simson (Robert, life
of,) Smoke-jack, Specific Gravity, Spirituous Liquors, Statics, Steam and Steam
Engine, Stove (the addition to this article in the fourth edition by Dr Millar),
Strength of Materials, Telescope, Tide, Articulating Trumpet, Variation of the
Compass, and Water-Works, were contributed by Professor Robison. Pre-
destination and Providence were furnished by Mr Forsyth ; the History of the
French Revolution by the same gentleman and Dr Gleig; and the Continuation
in the fourth edition by Dr Millar.

All the preceding articles were written for editions prior to the fourth, in
which they only received the improvements or additions which have been respec-
tively specified. The following articles and treatises were contributed; for the
first time, to the fourth edition :

Algebra, Conic Sections, Fluxions, Geometry, Logarithms (description of),
Mensuration, Porism, Series, and Trigonometry, by Mr Wallace, one of the
mathematical professors in the Royal Military College at Sandhurst. Hydro-
dynamics, Free-Masonry, history of Mathematics, and Mechanics, by Dr Brew-
ster of Edinburgh. Ichthyology, Meteorolite, Ophiology, and Ornithology, by
Mr Muirhead, professor of natural history in the university of Glasgow. Africa,
Asia, and Europe, with the continuation of the history of America, and of Bri-
tain, by Robert Forsyth, Esq. advocate. Electricity, Farriery, Geography,
Geology (part of), Magnetism, Mammalia, Man, Materia Medica, Physio-
logy, Prescriptions (extemporaneous), Russia, Science (amusements of ), Scot-
land (geographical and statistical parts), Spain, War (introduction), and Zoo-
phytes, by Dr Kirby of Edinburgh. Continuation of the history of India, by
the late Dr William Tennant. Life and philosophy of Boscovich, by Dr Poole
of Edinburgh. Entomology, by Mr James Williamson of Edinburgh. Mid-
wifery, by Dr Hamilton, junior, professor of midwifery, Edinburgh. Surgery,
by James Wardrop, Esq. surgeon, London. Vegetable Physiology, by Mr Liyall,
surgeon, Paisley. Political Economy and Taxation, by Mr Hugh Murray of
Edinburgh. Cetology, Chemistry, Conchology, Crystallization, Dyeing, Erpe-
tology, Furnace, Galvanism, Geology (part of), Mineralogy, Ores (analysis and
reduction of), Stones (analysis of), and the continuation of Galvanism under the

word Zinc, by Dr Millar.
The favourable reception of the fourth edition encouraged the then proprietor

to proceed with a reprint, which had advanced to the sixth volume, before the
copyright was acquired by the present publishers. They were thereby precluded
from making any material alterations on the present or fifth edition ; but as the

work
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work, after it became their property, was subjected to a revision by the former
editor (Dr Millar), many errors and inaccuracies have been corrected ; and the
improvement of the plates has given it a decided superiority in this capital de-
partment over every former edition. The SuPPLEMENT voLuMES, with which
it is to be followed, will enrich its stock of miscellaneous information with a large
accession of interesting articles; and, presenting a view of the arts and sciences
in their latest state of improvement at home and abroad, will thus render the
Encycror£p1a BrrraNNIcA the most complete repertory of universal knowledge
that has yet been given to the public.

Edinburgh, 1st December, 1817.



ADVERTISEMENT
TO

THE SIXTH EDITION.

Ixn bringing out a New Edition of the EncycLorEDIA BRITANNICA, the Pub-
lishers deem it unnecessary either to enlarge on the utility of such works in ge-
neral, or to dwell on the peculiar merits of that with which they are more im-
mediately concerned, whose established reputation precludes the necessity of
any formal eulogium. The plan of the Work having been described, and the
history of its progress detailed, in the Preface to the Fifth Edition, which is now
reprinted and subjoined, it is only necessary here to give an account of the al
terations and improvements introduced into the present Edition.

In correcting and revising this Edition, it was necessary to keep in view the
additional matter contained in the SuPPLEMENT, now in course of publication.
Scientific articles, relating to subjects upon which there are new treatises in that
work, have received few alterations; but others, which seemed to require it,
have been revised by gentlemen acquainted with the respective subjects. The
Historical articles have been extended, so as to embrace an outline of all the
recent memorable public transactions in both hemispheres. Most of the Geo-.
graphical articles have been carefully revised, and some of them altogether re-
written. This department will be found to contain, besides several entirely new
articles, a great body of additional statistical details, derived from the census of
1811 and other sources ; and all the great changes introduced by the Congress
of Vienna in 1815, and subsequent diplomatic arrangements, have been attend-
ed to, under the heads to which they refer. But what will be found to give a
peculiar value to the present Edition, the titles of all the articles (hitherto pub-
lished) in the SuPPLEMENT, have been inserted at their proper places in the Al-

phabetical order, while numerous references of a more general kind have been
introduced.

Edinburgh, January 1822.






ExcycrLor£EDIA BRITANNICA.

A.

A THE first letter of the alphabet, in all the
— A,

known languages of the world, that of Ethi-
opia excepted, in which it is the 13th. It has de-
servedly the first place in the alphabet, on account of
its simplicity, very little more being necessary to its
pronunciation than opening the mouth.

In the English language, A is the mark of three dif-
ferent sounds, termed, by our grammarians, the broad,
the open, and the slender A. The first resembles that
of the German A, is found in several monosyllables, as
wall, salt, &c. and is pronounced as au in cause. It
is probable that the Saxons expressed only this broad
sound of the letter, as it is still commonly retained in
the northern districts of England, and universally
throughout Scotland ; as, tauk for talk, wauk for walk
or wake.—The open A resembles that of the Italians
in adagio, and is the same with that of a in fatker, ra-
ther, &c. The slender sound is peculiar to the English
language, and resembles the sound of the French diph-
thong a: in pais, or their a masculine, or perhaps it is
a middle sound between them. This is exemplified in
place, waste, &c. also in toleration, justification, and
all other words ending with atron.

A is sometimes added after words in burlesque poetry ;
in which case it only makes an additional syllable with-
out any alteration of the sense, as the interjection O
very often does in our ballads. It is also sometimes
redundant, as in the words arise, awake, &c. which
are not different in signification from rise, wake, &c.

It is sometimes a word, ecither noun or interjection
ip which last case, it is commonly an expression of
grief, and joined with the aspirate, as a2/ When a
noun, it is only with respect to itself; as great A,
httle a, &ec.

A is very frequently used as an article j in which case
it has no plural signification, and is vsed to denote the
number one, as a house, a field, &c. When placed as
an article before any of the vowels, ¥ and w only ex-
cepted, it is joined with the letter #5 as an island, an
orator, &c.—In the three following cases it is a pre-

position : 1. When it goes before a participle, or noun"

derived from a participle ; as, I am a doing this" or
that. 2. When used before local surnames ; as Corne-
lius @ Lapide, Thomas a Kempis, &c. 3. When it
is used in composition; as, a foot, a sleep, &c. In
some instances it denotes the proportion of one thing to
another ; s, s0 much a week, @ man, a head, &ec.

A, among the ancients, was a numeral letter, and

Vor. L. Part 1.

signified 500 ; and when a dash was added on the top 4.

4, §o00.

A, in the Julian calendar, is the first of the seven
DOMINICAL letters. It had been in use among the
Romans long before the establishment of Christianity,
as the first of the eight nundinales litere ;”in imitation
whereof it was that the dominical letters were first in-
troduced.

A is also an abbreviation used with different inten-
tions. Hence,

A, among logicians, is used to denote an universal
affirmative proposition ; according to the verse,

Asserat A, negat E, verum generaliter ambe.

Thus, in the first figure, a syllogism consisting of three
universal affirmative propositions, is said to be in Bar-
bard ; the A4 thrice repeated, denoting so many of the
propositions to be universal, &c. See BARBARA.

A, among the Romans, was used in giving votes
or suffrages.—When a new law was proposed, each
voter had two wooden ballots put into his hand ;
the one marked with a capital 4, signifying antiguo,
q. d. antiquam volo; and the other with U. R. for uts
rogas. Such as were against the law, cast the first into
the urn ; signifying I refuse it, I antiquate it; or, I .
like the ancient law, and desire no innovation,

A, in the trials of criminal causes, also denoted ab-
solution : Whence Cicero, pro Milone, calls A4, litera
salutarss, a saving letter.—Three ballots were distri-
buted to each judge, marked with the letters, 4 for
absolvo, I acquit; C for condemno, 1 condemn ; and
N. L. for non liquet, It i¢ not clear. From the num-
ber of each cast into the urn, the preetor pronounced
the prisoner’s fate. If they were equal in number, he
was absolved.

A, in the ancient inscriptions of marbles, &c. oc-
casionally stands for Augustus, ager, aiunt, &c. When
double it denotes dugusti; when triple aurum, argen-
tum, @s; and sometimes its meaning can only be
known by the rest of the inscription. Isidore adds,

* that when it occurs after the word mules, (soldier), it

denotes him young. On the reverse of ancient medals,
it denotes that they were struck by the city of Argos,
sometimes by that of Athens; but on coins of modern
date, it is the mark of Paris.

A, as an abbreviation, is also often found in modern
writers: as A. D. for anno Domini; A. M. artium
magister, master of arts ; anno mundi, &c. A
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A, the letter a, with a line above it, thus 3, is used
in medical pre-criptions for ana, of each ; sometimes it
is written thus, aa: e. g. B Mel. Succhar. et Mann.
a, vel 3, %j. 1. e. Take of honey, sugar, and manna,
of cach, one ounce.

A, put to bills of exchange, is in England an ab-
Lreviation of accepted, and in France for accepte. It
is likewise usual among merchants to mark their sets
of books with the letters A, B, C, &ec. instead of the
numbers 1, 2, 3, &e.

A.A.A. The chemical abbreviation for Amalgama,
or Amalgamation.

A\, the name of several rivers in Germany and
Swiss: rland. ‘

AACH, a little town of Germany, in the circle of
Suabia, near the source of the river Aach, and almost
eqnally distant from the Danube and the lake Con-
stance. It belongs to the house of Austria. E. Long.
9. 0. N. Lat. 47. §5.

AAHUS, a little town of Germany, in the circle of
Westphalia and bishopric of Munster. It is the capital
of Aahue, a small district ; has a good castle ; and lies
north-east nf Coesfeldt. E.Long. 7. 1. N. Lat. 52. 10.

AAM, or Haawm, a liquid measure in common use
among the Dutchb, containing 128 measures called
mingles, each weighing nearly 36 ounces avoirdupois ;
whence the Aam contains 28; English, and 1483 pints
Paris measure.

AAR, the name of two rivers, one in Swisserland,
and anather in Westphalia in Germany. Itis also the
uame of a small island in the Baltic.

AARASSUS, in Ancient Geography, a town of Pi-
sidia, in the Hither Asia, thought to be the Anassus of
Plolemy:

AARON, high-priest of the Jews, and brother to
Moses, was by the father’s side great grandson, and by
the mother’s grandson of Levi. By God’s command
he met Moses at the foot of Mount IHoreb, and they
went together into Egypt to deliver the children of Is-
rael : he had a great share in all that Moses did for their
deliverance. The Scriptures call him the prophet of
Moses, and he acted in that capacity after the Israelites
had passed over the Red sea. He ascended Mount Si-
nai with two of his sons, Nadab and Abihu, and se-
venty elders of the people ; but neither be nor they
went higher than half way, from whence they saw the
glory of God ; only Moses and Joshua went to the top,
where they staid forty days. During their absence,
Aaron, overcome by the people’s eager entreaties, et
up the golden calf, which the Israelitcs worshipped by
his consent. This calf has given rise ta various conjec-
tures. Some rabbies maintain that he did not make
the golden calf, but only threw the gold into the fire,
to get rid of the importunities of the people ; and that
certain magicians who mingled with the Israelites
at their dcparture from Egypt, cast this gold into
the figure of a calf. According to some authors,
the fear of falling a sacrifice to the resentment of the
people, by giving a refusal, made Aaron comply with
their desire : and they allege also that he hoped to
clude their request, by demanding of the women to
contribute their ear rings, imagining they would rather
chaose to remain without a visible deity, than be de-
prived of their personal ornaments. This affair of the

galden calf bappened in the third month after the Is-
3

2 ]

A AR

raclites came out of Egypt. In the first month of the
following year, Aaron was appointed by God high-
priest 3 which effice be executed during the time that
the children of Israel continued in the wilderness. He
died in the fortieth year after the departure from
Egypt, upon Mount Hor, being then 123 years old;
A. M. 2522, of the Julian period 3262, before the
Christian era 1452.

AARON, the Caraite, a learned Jew who flourished
about the year 1299. He left many works on the Old
Testament, among which there is one entitled, ¢ A
Commentary on the Pentatcuch,” which has becn much
valued. It was written in Hebrew, and printed in folio
with a Latin translation, at Jena, in 1410.

AARON, another Caraite Jew, who lived in the 15th
century, wrote a concise Hebrew grammar, entitled
Chelil Jophi, * the Perfection of Beauty,” which was
printed at Constantinople in 1§81.

Aaroy and JuLivs, Saints, were brothers who suf-
fered wartyrdom together, during the persecution un-
der the emperor Dioclesian, in the year 303, about the
same time with St Alban the first martyr of Britain.
‘We are not told what their British names wecre, it be-
ing usual with the Christian Britons, at the time of bap-
tism, to take new names from the Greek, Latin, or
Hebrew. Nor have we any ccrtainty as to the parti-
culars of their death ; only that they suffered the most
cruel torments. Two churclies were dedicated to the
brothers, in which their bodies were interrcd, at Cacr-
Leon, the ancient metropolis of Wales.

Aarox, or Harun, Al Raschid, a celebrated caliph,
or Mahometan sovercign of the Saracen empire ; whose
bistory is given under the article BAGDAD.

AARSENS, Francis, Lord of Svmeldyck and
Spyck, was one of the greatest ministers for negotia-
tion the United Provinces could ever boast of. His
father, Cornelius Aarsens, was register to the States ;
and being acquainted with Mr Plessis Mornay, at the
court of William prince of Orange, he prevailed up-
on him to take his son under him, with whom he con-
tinued some ycars. Juhn Olden Barneveldt, who pre-
sided over the affairs of Holland and all the United
Provinces, sent him aftcrwards agent into France,
where he learned to negociate under those profound
politicians Henry IV. Villeroy, Silleri, Rossie, Jaon-
nin, &c. and he acquitted himself in such a manner as
to obtain their approbation. Soon after, he was in-
vested with the character of ambassador, and was the
first who was recognized as such by the French court;
at which time Henry 1V. declared, that he should take
precedence next to the Venetian minister. He resided.
in France 1¢ years; during which time he received
great maiks of esteem from the king, who created him.
a knight and baron; and for this reason he was re-
ceived among the nobles of the province of Holland.

However, be became at length so odious to the French .

court, that they desired to have him 1ecalled. He
was afterwards deputed to Venice, and to several Ger-
man and Italiun princes, upon occasion of the troubles
in Bohemia. He was the first of three extraordinary
ambascadors sent to England in 1620, and the second
in 1641 3 in which latter embassy he was accompanied
by the lord of Brederode as first ambassador, and.
Heemsvliet as third, to negociate the marriage of.
Prince William, son of the Prince of Orange, with a

daughter.

Aaren

Anrsens.



Aarsens daunghter of Charles L.

A B A

He was likewise ambassador
extraordinary at the French court in 1624, at the be-

Ab.  ginning of Cardinal Richlieu’s administration, who had

.of the Hegira, and Anno Christi 1092,

a high opinion of him. The memoirs which he has
left, of the negociations in which he was engaged, show
him to have been one of the ablest men of his time,
and worthy of the confidence and trust reposed in him
by his country. But his character is not altogether
without stain, His enmity to the remonstrants was bit-
ter and unrelenting ; and he is supposed to have Igreat-
ly encouraged the violent messures pursued by Prince
Maurice against the venerable Barneveldt, and to have
been the principal adviser for assembling the famous and
persecuting synod of Dordrecht. He died at a very ad-
vanced age; and his son, who survived him, was repu-
ted the wealthiest man in Holland.

AASAR, in Ancient Geography, a town of Palestine,
in the tribe of Judah, situated between Azotus and
Ascalon. In Jerome’s time it was a hamlet.

AB, the eleventh month of the civil year of the
Hebrews, and the fifth of their ecclesiastical year, which
begins with the month Nisan. It answers to the moon
of July; that is, to part of our month of the same
name, and to the beginning of August: it consists of
thirty days. “I'he Jews fast on the first of this month,
in memory of Aaron’s death 3 and on the ninth, because
on that day both the temple of Solomon, and that
erected after the captivity, were burnt; the former by
the Chaldeans, and the latter by the Romans. The
same day is also remarkable among that people for the
publication of Adrian’s edict, wherein they were for-
bidden to continue in Judea, or even to look back when
at a distance from Jerusalem, in order to lament the de-
solation of that city. The 18th of the same month is
also a fast among the Jews; because the lamp in the
sanctuary was that night extinguished, in the time of
Ahaz.

AB, in the Syriac calendar, is the name of the last
summer month. The first day of this month they call-
ed Suum-Miriam, the fast of the virgin, because the
eastern Christians fasted from that day to the fifteenth,
which' was therefore called Fat/r-Miriam, the cessation
of the fast of the virgin.

ABA (or rather ABAU) HANIFAH or HANFA, sur-
named Al-Nooma, was the son of Thabet, and born
at Coufah in the 8oth year of the Hegira. This is the
most. celebrated doctor of the orthodox Mussulmans,
and his sect is held in greatest esteem among the four
which they indifferently follow. Notwithatanding this,
be was not very well esteemed during his life; insomuch
that the caliph Alnansor caused him to be imprisoned
at Bagdad, for having refused to subscribe to the opi-
nion of absolute predestination, whiclh the Mussulmans
call Cadha. But afterwards Abou Joseph, who was
the sovereign judge or chancellor of the empire under
the caliph Hadi, brought his doctrine into such credit,
that it became a prevailing opinion, That to be a good
Moussulman was to be a Hanifite. He died in the
150th year of the Hegira, in the prison of Bagdad:
and it was not till 335 years after his death, that
Melick Schah, a sultan of the Selgiucidan race, erect-
ed to his memory a magnificent monument in the same
city, and a college for his followers, in the 485th year
The most
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eminent successors of this doctor were Ahmed Benali,
Al Giassas, and Al Razi who was the master of Nas-

Aba

sari; and there is a mosque partieularly appropriated to  Aback.

them in the temple of Mecca.

ABA, Abas, Abos, or Abus, in Ancient Geography,
the name of a mountain of Greater Armenia, situated
between the mountains Niphatos and Nibonis, Ac-
cording to Strabo, the Evphrates and Araxes rose from
this mountain ; the former running eastward, and the
latter westward. '

ABA. See ABx. :

ABa, ALBoN, or OvoN, a king of Hungary. He
married the sister of Stephen L. and was elected king
on the deposition of Peter in 1041. The emperor
Henry ILL. preparing to reinstate Peter on tle throne,
Aba made an incursion into his dominions, and return-
ed loaded with booty ; but was next year obliged to
make restitution, by paying a large sum, in order to
prevent a threatened invasion from the emperor. He
indulged in great familiarity with the lower class.of
the people, on account of which, and his severity to
their order, he became universally odious to the nobi-
lity. The fugitive nobles, aided by the emperor, ex-
cited a revolt against him. After a bloody battle,
Aba was put to flight; and was murdered by his own
soldiers in 1044, having reigned three years.

ABAA, a river in Thessaly, supposed by some to be
the Peneus of the ancients. .

ABACZNA, in Ancient Geography, a town of Me-
dia, and another of Caria in the Hither Asia.

ABACZANUM, in Ancient Geography, a town of
Sicily, whose ruins are supposed to be those lying near
Trippi, a citadel on a high and steep mountain not far
from Messina, The inhabitants were called dbaca inz.

ABACH, a market town of Germany, in Lower
Bavaria, seated on the Danube, 12 miles S. W, of
Ratisbon. It is remarkable for Roman antiquities, and
for springs of mineral waters which are said to be good
for various distempers. E.Long. 11. 56. N. Lat. 48. 53.

ABACINARE, or ABBACINARE, in writers of the
middle age, a crucl species of punishment, consisting in
the blinding of the criminal, by holding a red-hot bason
or bowl of metal before his eyes. ’

ABACK (a sea term), the situation of the sails when
the surfaces are flatted against the masts by the force
of the wind. The sails are said to be taken aback when
they are brought into this situation, either by a sudden
change of the wind, or by an alteration in the ship’s
course. They are laid aback, to effect an immediate re-
treat, without turning to the right or left ; or, in the
sea phrase, to give the ship stern-way, in order to avoid
some danger discovered before her in a narrow chaunel,
or when she has advanced beyond her station in the line
of battle, or otherwise. The sails are placed in this
position by slackening their lee braces, and hauling in
the weather ones; so that the whole effort of the wind
is exerted on the fore part of their surface, which rea-
dily pushes the ship astern, unless she is restrained by
some counteracting force. It is also usual to epread
some sail aback near the stern, as the mizen-top-sail,
when a ship rides with a single anchor in a road, in
order to prevent her from approaching it so as to en-
tangle the flukes cf it with her slackened cable, and

thereby loosen it from the ground.
y . Agr: ABACOT,
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ABACOT, the name of aa amcient cap of etate worn
by the kings of England, the upper part whereof was

Abacus. ip the form of a double crown..

ABACTORS, or ABACTORES, a name given to
those who drive away, or rather steal, cattle by berds,
or great numbers at once ; and are therefore very pro-
perly distinguished from. fures or thieves.

ABACUS, among the ancients, was a kind of cup-
board or buffet. Livy, describing the luxury into
which the Romans degenerated after the conquest of
Asia, says they had their abacs, beds, &ec. plated over
with goh{.

ABacus, among the ancient mathematicians, sigui-
fied a table covered with dust, on which they drew
their diagrams; the word in this sense being derived
fiem the Pheenician abak, dust.

ABAcUS, or ABACISCUS, in Architecture, signifies
the superior part or member of the capital of a column,
and serves as a kind of crowniog to both, Vitruvius
tells us the abacus was originally intended to represent
a square tile laid over an urn, or rather over a basket.
8ee ARCHITECTURE, N° 15.—The form of the abacus
is not the same in all orders : In the Tuscan, Doric,
and Ionic, it is generally square; but in the Corin-
thian and Composite, its four sides. are arched inwards,
and embellished in the middle with some ornament, as
a rose or other flower. Scammozzi uses abucus for a
concave moulding on the capital of the Tuscan pedes-
tal 3 and Palladio calls the plinth above the echious,
or boultin, in the Tuscan and Doric orders, by the same
name. -

ABAcUS is also the name of an ancient instrument
for facilitating operations.in arithmetic. It is variously
contrived. That chiefly used in Europe is made by draw-
ing any oumber of parallel lines at the distance of two
diameters of one of the counters used in the calculation.
A counter placed on the lowest line, signifies 1 : on the
2d, 10,; on the 3d, 100 ; on the gth, 1000, &c. In
the intermediate spaces, the same counters are estimated
at one half of the value of the line immediately superior,
viz. between the 1st and 2d, §; between the 2d and 3d,
50, &ec. See Plate L. fig. 1. where the same number,
1802 for example, is represented under both divisions
by different dispositions of the counters. A farther il-
lustration of this mode of notation is given in fig. 2.

National debt, according to Mr Ad-
dington, 15t Feb. 1802,
According to Mr Tierney, -
According to Mr Morgan, - 558,418,628
New sinking fund, - - 3,275,143
Old sinking fund, - - - 2,534,187

ABAcuS is also- used. by modern writers for a table
of numbers ready cast up, to expedite the operations of
aritbmetic. In this sense we have Abacs of addition,
of multiplication, of division. This instrument for
computation is, under some variations, in use with most
nations, as the Greeks, Romans, Germans, French,
Chinese, &c.

Grecian ABacUs, was an oblong frame, over which
were stretched several brass wires, strung with little
ivory balls, like the beads of a necklace ; by the va-
rious arrangements. of which, all kinds of computatians
were easily made.

Roman ABacus was a little varied from the Gre-

.

L.400,709,832
457,154,081
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cian, having, pins sliding in grooves, instaad. of stwings
or wires and beads. '

Chinese Asacus, or SHWANPAN,. like the Grecian,
consists of several series of beads strung on brass wines,
stretched from the top to the bottom of the imstru-
ment, and divided in the middle by a cross piece from
side to side. In the upper space every string has two
beads, which are each counted for §; and in the lower
space every string has five beads, of different values,
the first being counted as 1, the second as 10, the thizd
a8 100, and so on, as with us,

ABacus Pythagoricus, the common multiplication
table, so called from its being invented by Pythagoras.

Apacus Logisticus, is a rectangled triangle, whose
sides, farming the right angle, contain the numbers
from 1 to 60; and its area, the facta of each two of
the numbers perpendicularly opposite.  This is also cal-
led a canon of sexagesimals.

ABacus et Palmules, in the Ancient Music, denote
the machinery, whereby the strings of polyplectra, or
instruments of many strings, were struck with a plec-
trum made of quills,

ABacys Harmonicus, is used by Kircher for the
structure and disposition of the keys of a musical in-
;trument, whether to be touched with the hands or the
eet.

ABacus Major, in metallurgic operations, the name
of a trough used in the mines, wherein the ore is wash-

ed.

ABADDON, is the name which St John in the
Revelation gives to the king of the locusts, the angel
of the bottomless pit. The inspired writer says, this
word i Hebrew, and in Greek significs Amexaves, i. e.
a destroyer. That angel-king is thouglt to be Satan
or the devil: but Mr le Clerc thinks with Dr Ham»
mond, that by the locusts which came out of the abyss,
may be understood the zealots and robbers, who mise-
rably afflicted the land of Judea, and laid it in a man-
ner waste, before Jerusalem wus taken by the Romans §
and that Abaddon, the king of the locusts, may be
John of Gischula, who baving treacherously left that
town a little before it was surrendered to Titus, came
to Jerusalem, where he soon headed part of the zealots,
who acknowledged him as their king, whilst the rest
would not submit to him, This subdivision of the zea«
lot party hrought a thousand calamities on the Jews.

ABADIR, a title which the Carthaginians gave to
gods of the first order. In the Roman mythology, it
18 the name of a stone which Saturn swallowed, by the
contrivance of his wife Ops, believing it to be his new.
born son Jupiter : hence it became the object of relis
gious worship,

ABZA, or ABa, in Aacient Geogruphy, a town of
Phocis in Greece, near Helicon ; famous for an oracle
of Apollo older than that at Delphi, and for a rich tem-

le which was plundered and burnt by the Persians.

ABAFT, asea term, signifying the hinder part: of
a ship,. or all those parts both within and without
which lie towards the stern, in opposition to AFORE ;
which see.—~Abaft, is also used as a preposition, and
signifies further afl, or nearer the sterm : as, the basri-
cade stands abaft ths main-mast, i. e.. behind it, or
nearer the stern,

ABAISSED, abassse, in Hrraldry, an epithet aps
plied to the wings of eagles, &c. when the tip looks

downwards

Abacus
|
Abaissed.
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Abnised dowawarde to the peint. of the shield, or when the

®  wings ave shut; the natural way of bearing them being
Abantias. eytepded.

ABAKA kHAN, the eighth émperor of the Moguls,
a wise and good. prince, ascended the throne in 1264.
He reigned 17 years, and is by some authors swid to
bave been = Christian. It may be admitted, indeed,
that hie joined with the Christians in keeping the feast
of Easter, in the city Hamadan, a short time before his
death, But this is no proof of his Christianity ; it be-
ing common, in times of brotherly love, for Christians
and Mahometans to join in keeping the same feasts,
when each would compliment the other with doing
honour to his solemnity.

ABAKANSKOIL, a town of Siberia, which was
fouuded by Peter the Great in 1707. It is provided
with a garrieon, to protect the hunters who are em-
pleyed in catching martens and foxes on account of
their fure, which are bere an important article of com-
merce. It is situated in E. Long. 94. 5. N. Lat.
‘§3. 30.
saAiiALAK, a small town of Siberia, two: miles from
Tobolek, in E. Long. 64. 10. N. Lat. 57. 1. Abalak
18 famous a8 the resort of many pilgrims who visit an
smage of the virgin Mary, which is annually carried in
processivn to Tobolsk.

ABALIENATION, in Law, the act of transfer-
ring one man’s property to another.

ABALLABA, the ancient name of APPLEBY, a
town in Westmoreland, remarkable only for its anti-
quity, having been a Roman station. W. Long. 1. 4.
N. Lat. 55.-38,

ABALUS, in Ancient Geography, supposed by the
ancients to be sn island in the Germun: ocean, called by
Timseus Basiia, and by Xenophon Lampsacenus Bultia;.
now the peninsula of Scandiva¢ia. Here, according
to Pliny, some imagined that amber dtopped from the
trees.

ABANA, or AMANA, in Ancient Geography, a river
of Pheenicia, which, rising from- Mount Hermon, wash-
ed the south and west sides of Damascus, and falls into
the Phoenician sea to the north of Tripolis, called Chry-
sorrhoas, by the Greeks.

ABANGA. See Apy.

ABANQO, a town of the Paduano, in the republic
of Venice, famous among the ancients for its hot bathe,
' ABANTES, a people who came originaliv from

Thrace, and settled in Phoccea, a- country of Greece, .

where they built a town: which they called 4ba, after
the name of Abas their leader ; and if we may credit
some ancient authors, the Abantes went afterwards in-
to the island Eubcea, now called Negropont : others
say the Abantes of Eubcea came from Athens. The
Abantes were a very warlike people, closing with their
enemies, and fighting hand to hand.

ABANTIAS, or ABANTIS, in Aucient Geography,
a name of the island Eubcea in tlie Egean sea, extending
along the ceast of Greece, from the promontory Sunium
in Attica to Thessaly, and separated from Beeotia by a
narrow streit called: Ewripus. From its length the
island was formerly called Macris; afterwards Abon-
tias or Abamtis, from the Abantes, a people originally
of Thrace, called by Homer exirtwr Kopswsls;, from
wearing their hair long behind, having in a battle ex-
perienced the inconvenience of wearing long: hair be-
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fc’?re. mme cotting their hair before, they were ealled “,iﬁ“
uretes. X

ABAPTISTON, in Swrgery, the perforating part Abaris.
of the instrument called a TREPAN. This instrament, v
which is mentioned by Galen, Fabricius ab Aquapen-
dente, and others, was a conical saw with a circular
edge. Modem practitioners, however, prefer the cy-
lindrical form ; and various contrivances have been re-
commended to obviate the danger that may arise from
want of dexterity, or from rashness, in performing the
operation of trepanning. A new instrument has been
lately invented and: delineated for this purpose, by Mr
Rodman, surgeon in Paisley. This instrument is so
contrived, that it.can be fitted to cat any thickness of
bone without danger of injuring the brain; and as no
pivot or centre pin is necessary, the dreadful accidents
which have sometimes happened by not removing it,
whea-the instrument in common use is employed, are
completely avoided. (Phrlosoph. Mag. April 1802.).

ABARA, a town in the Greater Armenia, under
the dominion of the Turks; it is often the residence of
the archbishop  of Naksivan. E, Long. 46. 25. N..
Lat. 39. 45. ‘

ABARANER, a town of Asia, in the Greater Ar--
menia, belonging to-the Purks: it is seated on the ri-
ver Alingena. K. Long. 46. 30. N. Lat. 39. so.

ABARCA, an ancient kind of shoe used in Spain
for passing the mountains with. It was made of raw
hides, and bound with cords, which secured the feet of
travellers against the snow.

ABARIM, high mountains of steep ascent, separa-
ting the country of the Ammonites and’ Moabites fronr:
the land of Canann, where Moses died. According to
Josephus, they stood opposite to the territory-of Jericho,
and' were the last station but one of the Israelites
coming from Egypt. Nebo and Pisgah were parts of
these mountains. )

ABARIS, the Hyperborean, a celebrated sage of
antiquity, whose history and travels have been the sub-
jeet of much learned- discussion. Such a number of fa-
bulous stories *, were-told of him, that' Herodotus him- * Jamblich,
self seems to scruple to relate them. He tells us on- Y@ Py-
lyt, that this barbarian was said to have travelled ;" /%) ;
with an arrew, and to have taken no sustenance: but cqp, 36.
this: does not acquaint us with the marvellous proper-
ties which were attributed to that-arrow ; nor that it
had' been- given him by the Hyperborean Apollo.

With regard to the occasion of his leaving his native

country, Harpocration  tells us, that the whole earth ¢ Under the
being infested with a deadly plagne, Apollo, upon be- WordACacs
ing consulted, gave no other answer, than that the
Athenians should offer up prayers in behalf of all othex

pations ; upon which, several countries deputed ambas-

sadors to Athens, among whom was Abaris the Hy-
perborean. In this journey, he renewed the alliance

between his countrymen and the inhabitants of the

island of Delos. It appears that be also went to La-

cedzemon ; since according to some writers ||,. he there | Pausaniss,
built a temple consecrated to Proserpine the Salutary, lib-iii. p- 94
It is asserted, that he was capable of foretelling earth-

qaakes, driving away plagues, laying storms §, &c.§ Porphyry
He wrote several books, as Suidas ® informs us, viz.in V#aFy-
Apollo’s arrival in the country of the Hyperboreans ; o U:;u
The nuptials of the river Hebrus ; @uysue, or the Ge- the word

neration of the Gods; A cotlection of oracles, &c. Alepw.
Himerius
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Himerius the sophist applauds him for speaking pure
Greek ; which attainment will be no matter of won-
der to such as consider the ancient intercourse there
was between the Greeks and Hyperboreans,———If the
Hebrides, or Western islands of Scotland, (says Mr
Toland *), were the Hyperboreans of Diodorus ¢,
then the celebrated Abaris was of that country; and
likewise a druid, having been the priest of Apollo.
Suvidas, who knew not the distinction of the insular
Hyperboreans, makes bim a Scythian; as do some
others, misled by the same vulgar error; though Dio-
dorus has truly fixed his country in an island, and not
on the continent. Indeed the fictions and mistakes
concerning our Abaris are infinite : however, it is
agreed by all that he travelled quite over Greece, and
from thence into Italy, where he conversed familiarly
with Pythagoras, who favoured him beyond all his dis-
ciples, by instructing him in his doctrines (especially
his thoughts of nature) in a plainer and more compen-
dious method than he did any other. This distinction
could not but be very advantageous to Abaris. The
Hyperborean, in return, presented the Samian, as
though he equalled Apollo himself in wisdom, with
the sacred arrow, on which the Greeks bave fabulous-
ly related 1 that he sat astride, and flew upon it,
through the air, over rivers and lakes, forests and
mountains ; in like manner as our vulgar still believe,
particularly those of the Hcbrides, that wizards and
witches fly whithcrsoever they please on their broom-
sticks. The orator Himerius above mentioned, though
one of those who, from the equivocal sense of the word
Hyperborean, seem to have mistaken Abaris for a Scy-
tlnan, yet describes his person accurately, and gives
him a very noble character. ¢ They relate (says he)
¢ that Abaris the sage was by nation a Hyperborean,
‘¢ appeared a Grecian in speech, and resembled a Scy-
¢ thian in his habit and appearance. He came to
¢ Athens, holding a bow in his hand, having a quiver
‘ hanging on his shoulders, his body wrapt up in a
¢ plaid, girt about the loins with a gilded belt, and
‘ wearing trowsers reaching from his waist down-
“ ward.” By this it is evident (continues Mr To-
land) that he was not habited like the Scythians, who
were always covered with skins ; but appeared in the
native garb of an aboriginal Scot. As to what relates
to his, abilities, Himerius informs us, that * he was
¢ affable and pleasant in conversation, in dispatching
¢ great affairs secret and industrious, quick-sighted in
¢ present exigencies, in preventing future dangers cir-
“ cumspect, a searcher after wisdom, desirous of
¢ friendship, trusting little to fortune, and having eve-
¢ ry thing trusted to him for his prudence.” Neither
the Academy nor the Lyceeum could have furnished a
man with fitter qualities to travel so far abroad, and
to such wise nations, about affairs no less arduous than

important. And if we further attentively consider his

moderation in eating, drinking, and the use of all
those things which our natural appetites incessantly
crave ; joining the candour and simplicity of his man-
ners with the solidity and wisdom of his answers ; all
which we find sufficiently attested ; it must be owned
that the world at that time had few to compare with
Abaris.

ABARTICULATION, in Anatomy, a species of
articulation, admitting of a manifest motion ; called al-
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so Diarthrosis, and Dearticulatio, to distinguish it Abartice!s-

from that sort of articulation which admits of a very
obscure motion, and is called Synarthrosss.

ABAS, a weight used in Persia for weighing pearls,
It is one-eighth less than the European carat.

ABas, in heathen mythology, was the son of Hypo-
thoon and Meganira, who entertained Ceres, and offer-
ed a sacrifice to that goddess; but Abas ridiculing the
ceremony, and giving her opprobrious language, she
sprinkled him with a certain mixture she held in her
cup, on which he became a newt or water lizard.

ABas, Schah, the Great, was third son of Codaben-
di, 7th king of Persia of the race of the Sophis. Suc-
ceeding to his futher in 1585, at the age of 18, he found
the affairs of Persia at a low ebb, occasioned by the
conquests of the T'urks and Tartars. He regained se-
veral of the provinces they had seized ; but death put
a stop to his victories in 1629, after a reign of 44 years.
He was the greatest prince who had reigned in Persia
for many ages; and it was he who made Ispahan the
metropolis of Persia. His memory is held in the bigh-
est veneration among the Persians,

ABas, Schah, his grandson, gth king of Persia of
the race of the Sophis, succeeded his father Sesi at 13
years of age. He was but 18 when he made himself
master of the city of Candahar, which had surrendered
in his father’s reign to the great Mogul, and all the
province about it ; and he preserved it afterwards a-
gainst this Indian emperor, though he besieged it more
than once with an army of 300,000 men. He was a
very merciful prince, and openly protected the Chris-
tians, He bad formed a design of extending the limits
of his kingdom toward the north, and had for that ef-
fect levied a powerful army ; but death put a stop to all
his great designs, at 37 years of age, A. D. 1666.

ABASCIA, or ABcassia, the northern district of
the western division of Georgia in Asia, situated on the
coast of the Black sea, and tributary to the Turke,
The inhabitants are poor, thievish, and treacherous,
so that there is no trading with them without the unt-
most caution. They trade in furs, buck and tyger skins,
linen yarn, boxwood, and bees wax : but their princi-
pal traffic consists in the sale of their own children to
the Turks, and to one another. They are destitute of
many necessaries of life, and have nothing among them
that can be called a town ; though we find Anacopia,
Dandar, and Czekorni, mentioned in the maps. They
have the name of Christians ; but have nothing left
but the name, any more than the Mingrelians their
northern neighbours. The men are robust and active,
and the women are fair and beautiful ; on which ac-
count the Turks have a great value for the female
slaves which they purchase from among them. Their
customs are much the same as those of the MINGRE-
L1aNs ; which sce. E. Long. from 39° to 43° N. Lat.
from 43° to 45°.

ABASCUS, a river of Asiatic Sarmatia, which, ris-
ing from Mount Caucasus, falls into the Euxine, be-
tween Pityus to the east, and Nosis to the west.

ABASITIS, in Ancient Geography, a tract of Asia-
tic Mysia, in which was situated the city of Ancyra.

ABASSA, THE GREATER and THE SMALLER, two
districts in the vicinity of the Caucasian mountains. The
latter, according to Pallas, is inbabited by six tribes
who were formerly Christians, but the nobles now pfro-
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Abusa  fess the Mahometan religion. In manners, dress, mode

of life, and, in some dcgree, in language, they resemble

Abatis. (he Circassians. They practise agricalture, but chicfly

depend on pasturage for their subsistence. They are

celebrated for a fine breed of large horses. 'They are

frequently barassed aud plundered by the Circassian
rinces.

ABASSI, or ABassis, a silver coin current in Per-
sia, equivalent in value to a French livre, or tenpeuce
halfpenny sterling. It took its name from Schah Ab-
bas IL. king of Persia, under whom it was struck.

ABASSUS, in Ancicnt Geography, a town of the
Greater Phrygia, on the confines of the Tolistobagii, a

ople of Gulatia in Asia.

ABATAMENTUM, in Low, is an entry to lands
by interposition, i. e. when a person dies seized, and
another who has no right enters before the heir.

To ABATE, (from the French abattre, to pull
down, overthrow, demolish, batter down, or destroy),
a term used by the writers of the English common law
both in an active and neutral sense ; as, To abate a
castle, is to beat it down. To adate a writ, is, by some
exception, to defeat or overthrow it. A stranger aba-
teth ; that is, entereth upon a house or land void by the
death of him that last possessed it, before the heir takes
possession, and so keepeth him out : wherefore, as he
that putteth out him in possession is said to disseize, so
he that steppeth in between the former possessor and his
heir is said to abate. In the neuter signification thus;
The writ of the demandant shall abate ; that is, shall
be disabled, frustrated, or overthrown. The appeal
abatetl by covin ; that is, the accusation is defeated by
deceit.

ABATE, in the manege, implies the performing any
downward motion properly. Thus a horse is said to
abate or take down his curvets, when he puts both his
hind legs to the ground at once, and observes the same
exactness in all the times.

ABATELMENT, in commerce, a term used for
a probibition of trade to all French merchants in the
ports of the Levant who will not stand to their bargains,
or refuse to pay their debts. It is a sentence of the
French consul, which must be taken off before they can
sue any person for the payment of their debts,

ABATEMENT, in Heraldry, an accidental figure
supposed to have been added to coats of arms, in order
to denote some dishonourable demeanour or stain, where-
by the dignity of coat armour was rendered of less es-
teem. See HERALDRY.

ABATEMENT, in Law. See To ABATE.

ABATEMENT, in the customs, an allowance made
upon the duty of goods, when the quantum damaged is
determined by the judgment of two merchants upon oath,
and ascertained by a certificate from the surveyor and
land waiter.

ABATIS, an ancient term for an officer of the:

stables.

ABATIS, or ABATTIS, in wmilitary affairs, a kind
of retrenchment made of felled trees. In sudden emer-
gencies, the trees are merely laid lengthwise beside
each other, with the branches pointed outwards to
prevent the approach of the enemy, while the trunks
serve as a breastwork to the defendants. When the
abatis is employed for the defence of a pass or entrance,
the boughs of tic trees are stripped of their leaves and
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pointed, the trunks are planted in the ground, and the Abatis
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branches interwoven with each other.

L]
ABATON, a building at Rhodes, ecrected as a _Abuuzit.

fence to the trophy of Artemisia, queen of Halicarnas-
sus, Coos, &c. raised in memory of her victory over
the Rhodians ; or rather to conceal the disgrace of the
Rhodians from the eyes of the world: for to efface or
destroy the troply was with them a point of religion. -

ABATOR, in Law, a term applied to a person who
enters to a house or lands void by the death of the last
possessor, before the true heir.

ABATOS, in Ancient Geography; an island in the
lake Moeris, formerly famous for its papyrus. It was
the burial place of Osiris.

ABAUZIT, FirMIN, a learned Frenchman, was
born at Usez, in Languedoc, in November 1679. His
father died when he was but two years of age. In conse-
quence of the revocation of the edict of Nantz, in the
time of Louis XIV, to avoid the. rigours of persecution
to which the Protestantsof France were exposed, young
Abauzit’s mother, who was a Protestant, not without
difficulty, escaped with her son to Geneva, where he
remained secure from danger, and enjoyed the benefit
of education. From his 1oth te bis 19th year, his time
was wholly devoted to literature; and having made
great progress in languages, he studied mathematics,
physics and theology. In the year 1698, he travelled
into Holland, where he became acquainted with the
learned Bayle, with Basnage and Jurieu. Thence he
passed over to England, and was introduced to Sir
Isaac Newton, who entertained a very high opinion of
his merit. For this philosopher afterwards sent him bis
Commercium Epistolicum, accompanied with a very ho-
nourable testimony. “ You are well worthy, says
Newton, to judge between Leibnitz aud me.”” The
reputation of Abauzit reached the ears of King Wil-
liam, who encouraged him by a very handsome offer -
to settle in England ; which he declined, and returned
to Geneva. In 1715 he entered into the society form-
ed for the purpose of translating the New Testament
into the French language, and contributed valuable -
assistance to this work. The chair of philosophy in the
university was offered to him by that body in 1723,
which he refused on account of his health and diffidence -
of his talents. But in 1727 he accepted of the office
of librarian to the city, the duties of which were nei-
ther burdensome, nor subjected him to any particular
restraint.

- Abauzit, who was deeply conversant in physical and
mathematical knowledge, was one of the first who em--
braced the grand truths which the sublime discoveries
of Newton exhihited to the world. He defended the
doctrines of that philosopher against Father Castel ;-
and discovered an error in the Principia, which was
corrected by Newton in the second edition of his work.
He was a perfect: master of many languages ; be un-.
derstood history so exactly, that he remembered the
names of the principal characters and the dates of the
events ; his knowledge of physics was deep and exten-
sive, and he was well acquainted with medals and an-
cient manuscripts, The different sciences which he
bad studied, were so well digested and arranged in his
retentive mind, that he could at once bring together
all that he ever knew on any subject. A remark-
able instance of this occurred in a conversation with

Rousseau
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Abauzit Roussean on the music of the ancients, while the latter

*  JAbba.
Y count of ancient music.

was employed in compiling bis Dictionary of Music.

He bad been at great pains in giving an accurate ac-

But how much was be surpri-
sed to find that Abauzit could give him a full and clear
history of all that he bad with much labour collected ;
and the more 8o, when he was informed that 30 years
had elapsed since his inquiries led him to consider that
subject. It was prebably in consequence of this inci-
dent that Roussean addressed to Abauzit ove of the
finest panegyrics which he ever wrote.

A very fine compliment is said to have been paid to
Abauzit by Voltaire. A stranger having addressed
the poet in a flattering manner, by saying he had come
to Geneva to see a great man, Voltaire asked him,
whether he had seen Abauzit ?

This excellent man having enjoyed that otsum cum
dignitate, so much talked of, and so eagerly sought af-
-ter, but rarely obtained, having thus lived uvniversal-
ly respected to the great age of 87 years, died in the
year 1787, lamented by the republic, and regretted by

“the learned.

Abauzit was a sincere Christian ; bis piety was pure
and unaffected ; his benevolence was extensive. Li-
beral in his opinions, he was indvigent and forbearing

-to those whose sentiments and opinions were different
from bis own. Simple and easy in his manners, every
“thing about him, his house, his person, and his way of
life, discovered a strong aversion to show and lnxury.
He carefully avoided the officious observances of ce-
remony, and anxiously withdrew from the fulsome praise
of flattery. His conversation, free from pedantry and
ostentation, instructive and entertaining, was always
‘heard with eagerness, and listened to with attention.

The writings which Abavzit left behind him are
chiefly on religious snbjects. He wrote an ¢ Essay-on
the Apocalypse,” in which he endeavoured to show,
that the predictions in that book were to be applied to
the destruction of Jerusalem. This work was translated
into English ; to which a refutation was added, which
satisfied Abuuzit so much that he was mistaken in his
views, that he ordered an edition then ready fur pub-
lication in Holland to be stopped. His other works
are, “ Reflections on the Eucharist 5 On ldolatry 5 On
the Mysteries of Religion ; Paruphrases and Explana-
tions of sundry parts of Scripture ; Several Critical and
Antiquarian Pieces ; and various Letters.”

ABAVO, in Botany, a synonyme of the ADANSON1A,

ABB, aterm among clothiers applied to the yarn
of a weaver’s warp. They say also 4bb-wool in the
same sense.

ABBA, in Ancient Geography, & town of Africa
Propria, near Carthage.

ABBA, in the Syriac and -Chaldee languages, lite-
-rally signifies a futher ; and figuratively, a superior,
reputed as a father in -respect of age, dignity, or af-
fection. It is more particularly used in the Byriac,
Coptic, and Ethiopic churches, as a title given to the
bishaps. The bishops themselves bestow the title of
A4bba more eminently on the bishop of Alexandria;
which occasioned the people to give him the title of Ba-
ba, or Papa, thatis Grondfather; a title which he bore
before the bishop of Rome. It is a Jewish title of ho-
nour given to certain rabbins called Tanaztes : and it
:i8 .aso_particularly used, by some writers of the:middle
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age, for the superior of a monastery, usually called a»-
BOT. .

i
ABBADIE, JaMES, an eminent Protestant divine,'Abbassidos.

born at Nay in Bern in 1654 ; first educated there un-
der the famous John la Placette, and afterwards at the
university of Sedan. From whence be went into Hol-
land and Germany, and was minister in the French
church of Berlin. He left that place in 1690 ; came
mto England ; was some time minister in the French
church in the Savoy, London; and was made dean of
Killalo in Ireland. He was strongly attached to the
cause of King William, as appears in his elaborate de-
fence of the ﬁevolution, and his history of the assassi-
nation-plot. He bad great natural abilities, which he
improved by true and useful learning. He was a most
zealous defender of the primitive dootrine of the Pro-
testants, as appears by his writings ; and that strong
nervous eloquence for which he was so remarkable,
enabled bim to enforce the doctrines of his profession
from the pulpit with great spirit and energy. He pos-
sessed uncommon powers of memory. It is said that
he composed his works without eommitting any part
to writing, till they were wanted for the press. He
died in London in 1927, after his return from a tour
in Holland. He published several works in French
that were much esteemed ; -the principal of which are,
A 'I'reatise on the Truth of the Christian religion;
The Art of Knowing one’s Self; A Defence of the
British Nation ; the Deity of Jesus Christ essential to
the Christian Religion ; The History of the last Con-
spiracy in Englend, written by order of King William
1L ; and The Triumph of Providence and Religion,
or the opening the Seven Seals by the Son of God.
ABBAS, son of Abdalmotalleb, and Mahomet’s
uncle, opposed his nephew with all his power, regard-
ing him as an impostor and traitor to his country ; but
in the second yeur of the Hegira, being overcome and
made a prisoner at the battle of Beder in 623, a great
ransom being demanded for him, he represented to Ma-
homet, that his paying it would reduce him to beggury,

‘which would bring dishonour on the family. Mahomet,

who knew that he hud concealed large sums of money,
said to him, ** Where are the purses of gold that you
gave your mother to keep when you left Mecca ? Ab-
bas, who thought this transactien secret, was much sur-
prised, and conceiving that his nephew was really a pro-
phet, embraced his religion. He became one of his
principal captains ; and saved his life when in immi-
nent danger at the battle of Honain, against the Tha-
kefites, soon after the reduction of .Mecca. But be-
sides being a great commander, Abbas was one of the
first doctors of I[slamism, the whole of whnse science
consisted in being able to repeat and explain the Ko-
ran, and to preserve in their memory certain apocry-
phal histories. He is said to have read lectures on
every chapter of the Koran, as his nephew pretended
to receive them from heaven. He died in 652, and
his memory is held in the highest veneration among the
Mussulmans to this day.

Abul-ApB4s, surnamed Saffak, one of his grandsons,
was proclaimed caliph a century after his death ; -and
in him began the dynasty of the

ABBASSIDES, who possessed the caliphat for 524
years. ‘There were 37 caliphs of this ruce who suc-
ceeded one.another .without interruption.

ABBE',
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ABBE/, in a monastic sense, the same with ABBoT. Monasteries were at first established as religious Aphey.
ABBE', in a modern sense, the denomination of a houses, to which persons retired from the bustle of the ‘s
Abbey. class of persons which has been popular in France. world to spend their time in solitude and devotion. But

Abbé

They were not in orders ; but having received the ce-
remeny of tonsure, were entitled to enjoy certain pri-
vileges in the church. The dress of abbés was that of
academics or professed scholars. In colleges they were
the instructors of youth, and were employed as tutors
in private families. Many of them have risen to a di-
stinguished rank in the state, while others have been
no less eminent in science and literature.

ABBESS, the superior of an abbey or convent of
nnns. The abbess has the same rights and authority
over her nuns that the abbots regular bave over their
monks. The sex indeed does not allow her to perform

‘the spiritual functions annexed to the priesthood, with

which the abbot is usually invested; but there are in-
stances of some abbesses who have a right, or rather a
privilege, to commission a priest to act for them. They
have even a kind of episcopal jurisdiction, as well as
some abbots who are exempted from the visitation of
their diocesaps.

Martene, in his treatise on the rights of the church,
observes, that some abbesses have formerly confessed
their nuns. But he adds, that their excessive curiosity
carried them such lengths, that there arose a necessity
of checking it. However, St Basil, in his Rule, allows
the abbess to be present with the priest at the confession
of her nuns.

ABBEVILLE, a considerable city of France, in
the department of the Somme. The river Somme
divides it iuto two parts. It has a collegiate church
and twelve parish churches, the most considerable of
which are St George’s and St Giles’s ; and it is the
seat of two tribunals. It is a fortified town ; the walls
are flanked with hastions, and surrounded by large
ditches. Never having beep taken, from this circum-
stance it is sometimes called the Maiden Town ; and
hence too its motto, Semper fidelis. The number of
the inbabitants in 1800 amounted to 18,052. The
situation in the midst of a fertile valley is pleasant
and healthy. It is famous for its woollen manufactory,
established in 1665 under the auspices of Colbert.
The stuffs manufactured here are said to equal in
fabric and quality the finest in Europe. There is
also a maoufactory of fire arms, and a considerable
trade in grain, lint, and hemp. It is about 11 miles
east of the British channel, and ships may come from
thence by the river Somme to the middle of the town.
E. Long. 1. 50. N. Lat. so. 4.

ABBEY, a monastery, or religious house, governed
by a superior under the title of abbot or abbess.

Abbeys differ only from priories, that the former are
under the direction of an abbot, and the others of a
prior ; for abbot and prior (we mean a prior conventual)
are much the same thing, differing in little but the name.

Fauchet observes, that, in the early days of the French
monarchy, dukes and counts were called abbdots, and
duchies and counties abbeys. Even some of their kings
are mentioned in history under the title of abbots. Phi-
1ip I. Louis VI. and afterwards the duke of Ouleans,
are called abbots of the monastery of St Aignan. The
dukes of Aquitain were called abbots of the monastery
of St Hilary at Poicticrs ; and the earls of Anjou, of

Aubin, &c. )
Vor. L Part I. t

they soon degenerated from their original institution,
and obtained large privileges, exemptions, and riches.
They prevailed greatly in Britain before the Reforma-
tion, particularly in ;:ngland; and as they increased
in riches, so the state became poor: for the lands
which these regulars possessed were in mortua manu,
i. e. could never revert to the lords who gave them.
This inconvenience gave rise to the statutes against gifts
in mortmaine, which prohibited donations to these re-
ligious houses ; and Lord Coke tells us, that several
lords, at their creation, had a clause in their grant,
that the donor might give or sell his land to whom he
would, (exceptis viris religiosis et Judess) excepting
monks and Jews.

These places were wholly aboliched in England at
the time of the Reformation; Henry VIIL. having
first appointed visitors to inquire into the lives of the
monks and nuns, which were found in some places
to be extremely irregular, the abbots, perceiving their
dissolution unavuidable, were induced to resign their
houses to the king, who by that means became invest-
ed with the abbey lands : these were afterwards grant-
ed to different pcrsons, whowe descendants enjoy them
at this day : they were then valued at 2,853,000l per
annum, an immense sum in those days. )

Though the suppression of religious houses, even con-
sidered in a political light only, was a great natioual
benefit, it must be owned, that at the time they flon--
rished, they were not entirely uscless.  Abbeys or mo-
pasteries were then the repositories, as well as the se-
minaries, of learning ; many valuable books and nation-
al records, as well as private history, having been pre-
served in their libraries, the only places in which they
could have been safely lodged in those turbulent times,
Many of those, which had escaped the ravages of the
Danes, were destroyed with more than Gothic barbarity
at the dissolution of the abbeys. These ravages are pa-
thetically lamented by John Bale, in his declaration up-
on Leland’s Journal 1549. ¢ Covetousness,” says be,
¢ was at that time so busy about private commodity,
that public wealth, in that most necessary and of re-
spect, was not anywhere regarded. A number of
them which purchased these superstitious mansions, res
served of the library books, some to serve their jakes,
some to scour the candlesticks, and some to rub their
boots ; some they suld to the grocer and soapseller ;
and some they sent over sea to the bookbinders, not
in small numbers, but in whole ships full; yea, the
universities of this realm are not clear of so detestable
a fact. I know a merchant that bought the contents
of two noble libraries for 43s. price; a shame it is to
be spoken! This stuff hath he occupied instead of gray
paper, by the space of more than these ten years, and

et he hath store enough for as many years to come.
{sha" judge this to be true, and utter it with heavi-
ness, that neither the Britons under the Romans and
Saxons, nor yet the English people under the Danes
and Normans, had ever such damage of their learned
monuments as we have seen in our time.” .

In these days every abhey had at least one person
whose office it was to instruct youth ; and the histori-
ans of this country are chiefly beholden to the monfks

or
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for the knowledge they have of former nationul events.
Tn these houses also the arts of painting, architecture,
and printing, were cultivated. They were hospitals for
for the sick and poor, and afforded entertainment to
travellers at a time when there were no inna. In them
the nobility and gentry who were heirs to their foun-
ders could provide for a certain number of ancient and
faithful servants, by procuring them corodies, or stated
allowances of meat, drink, and clothes. They were
likewise an asylum for aged and indigent persons of
good family. The neighbouring places were also great-
ly benefited by the fairs procured for them, and by
their exemption from forest laws; add to which, that
the monastic estates were generally let at very easy
rents, the fines given at renewals included.

ABBEYBOYLE, a town of Ireland, in the county
of Roscommon, and province of Connaught. 'W. Long.
8. 32. N. Lat. §3. 54. It is remarkable for an old
abbev.

ABBEYHOLM, a town in Cumberland, so called
from an abbey built there by David king of Scots. It
stands on an arm of the sea. 'W. Long. 3. 18. N. Lat.

. §I.
54A'BBOT, or ABBAT, the superior of a monastery of
monks erected into an abbey or priory.

The name Abbot is originally Hebrew, where it sig-
The Jews call father, in their language,
Ab ; whence the Chaldeans and Syrians formed Abba ;
thernce the Greeks AGGws, which the Latins retained ;
and hence our Abbot, the French 4564, &c. St Mark
and St Paul use the Syriac Abba in their Greek, by
reason it was then commonly known in the synagogues
and the primitive assemblies of the Christians ; adding
to it, by way of interpretation, the word father, ACCa ¢
watng, * Abba, father;” q.d. Abba, that is to say,
Father. But the name Ab, or Abba, which at first
was a term of tenderness and affection in the Hebrew
and Chaldce, became at length a title of dignity and
honour: The Jewish doctors affected it; and one of
their most ancient books, containing the sayings or a-
pophthegms of divers of them, is entitled Pirke Abboth
or Avoth; i. e. Chapters of the Fathers. It was in al-
lusion to this affectation, that Jesus Christ forbade his
disciples to call any man their father on earth; which
word St Jerome turns against the superiors of the mo-
nasteries of his time, for assuming the titles of Abbots,
or Fathers.

The name Abbot, then, appears as old as the institu-
tion of monks itself. The governors of the primitive
monasteries assumed indifferently the titles 4bbots,and
They were really distinguished
from the clergy; though frequently confounded with
them, hecause a degree above laymen.

In those early days, the abbots were subject to the
‘vishops and the ordinary pasters. Their monasteries
being remote from cities, built in the farthest solitudes,
they had no sharein ecclesiastical affairs. They went
'on Sundays to the parish church with the rest of the
people 5 or, if they were too remote, a priest was sent
them to adininister the sacraments; till at length they
were allowed to have priests of their awn body. The
abhot or archimandrite himself was usually the priest :
but his function extended no farther than to the spiri-
tual assistance of his monastery ; aud be remained still
in obedience to the bishop. There being among the

3
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abbots several persons of learning, they made a vigo-  Atbor.
rous opposition to the rising heresies of those times ; ‘smeym——y
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which first occ ] the bishops to call them out of
their deserts, and fix them about the suburbs of cities,
and at length in the cities themselves ; from which era
their degeneracy is to be dated. Then the abbots
threw off their former plainness gnd simplicity, assumed
the rank of prelates, aspired at being independent of
the bishops, and grasped at so much power, that severe
laws were made against them at the council of Chalce-
don. Many of them, however, carried the point of in-
dependency, obtained the appellation of /rd, and were
distinguished by other badges of the episcopate, parti-
cularly the mitre.

Hence arose new distinctions between the abbots.
Those were termed mitred abbots, who were privileged
to wear the mitre, and exercise episcopal authority
within their respective precincts, being exempted from
the jurisdiction of the bishop. Others were called cro-
stered abbots, from their bearing the crosier or pastoral
staff. Others were styled ecumenical or universal ab-
bots, in imitation of the patriarch of Constantinople :

-while others were termed cardinal abbots, from their

superiority over all other abbots. In Britain, the
mitred abbots were lords of parliament ; and called ab-
bots-sovereign, and abbots-general, to distinguish them
from the other abbots. And as there were lords-ab-
bots, ro there were also lords-priors, who had exempt
jurisdiction, and were likewise lords of parliament.
Some reckon 26 of these lords abbots and priors who
sat in parliament. Sir Edward Coke says, that there
were 27 parliamentary abbots and two priors. In the
parliament 20 Rich. 1. there were but 25 abbots and
two priors: but in the summons to parliament anno 4
Ed. IIL. mere are named.

In Roman Catholic countries, the principal distinc-
tions observed between abbots are those of regular and
commendatory. ‘The former take the vow and wear the
habit of their order ; whereas the latter are seculars
who have received tonsure, but are obliged by their
bulls to take orders when of proper age.

Anciently the ceremony of creating an abbot consist-
ed in clothing him with the habit called cuculus, or
cowl ; putting the pastoral staff into his hand, and the
shoes called pedales on his fect : but at present, it is on-
ly a simple benediction, improperly called, by some,
consecration.,

ABBOT is also a title given to others beside the su-
periors of monasteries: thus bishops whose sees were
formerly abbeys, are called abbots. Among the Ge-
noese, the chief magistrate of the republic formerly
bore the title of abbot of the people. It was likewise
usual, about the time of Charlemagne, for several lords
to assume the title of count-abbots, abba-comites ; be-
eause the superintendency of certain abbeys was com-
mitted to them. '

ABBoT, George, archhishop of Canterbury, was
born October 29. 1562, at Guildford in Surrey. He °
was the son of Maurice Abbot a cloth-worker. He
studied at Oxford, and in 1597 was chosen principal
of University college. In 1599, be was installed dean
of Winchester : the year following, he was chosen vice-
chauncellor of the university of Oxford, and a second
time in 1603. In 1604, the translation of the Bible
now in use was begun by the direction of King James :

and
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Abbot. and Dr Abbot was the second of eight divines of Ox-
‘e ford, to whom the care of translating the whole New
Testament (excepting the Epistles) was committed.

The year following, he was a third time vice-chancel-

Jor. In 1608, he went to Scotland with George

Hume earl of Dunbar, to assist in establishing an union

betweci: the churches of Scotland and England ; and in

this business he conducted himself with so much ad-

dress and prudence, that it laid the foundation of all

his future preferment. King James ever after paid
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greatest misfortune that ever befel him; for he acci- pppor.
dentally killed the game-keeper by an arrow from a
cross-bow which he shot at one of the deer. This fa-

tal accident threw him into a deep melancholy ; and

he ever afterwards kept a monthly fast on 'Tlesday,

the day on which it happened ; and he settled an an-

nuity of 20l. on the widow ®. Advantage was taken % Fuller's
of this misfortune, to lcssen him in the king’s favour ; Church
bat his majesty said, “ An angel might have miscar- Hist: cent.
ried in this sort.” His enemies alleging that be had *™™ P 8.

reat deference to his advice and counsel ; and upon
the death of Dr Overton bishop of Litchfield and Co-
ventry, he named Dr Abbot for his successor, who
was accordingly constituted bishop of those two united
sees in December 1609. About a month afterwards
he was translated to the see of London, and on the se-
cond of November following was raised to the archie-
piscopal see.

It is not however improbable, that his extravagant
adulation of his royal master, in which be went as far
as any other court-chaplain could do, contributed not
a little to his rapid preferment. In the preface to a
pamphlet which he published, the following specimen
of ridiculous flattery occurs : Speaking of the king, he
says, ¢ whose life hath been so immaculate and un-
spotted, &c. that even malice itself, which leaves no-
thing unsearched, could never find true blemish in it,
nor cast probable aspersion on it.—Zealous as a Da-
vid ; learned and wise, the Solomon of our age ; reli-
%ious as Josias; careful of spreading Christ’s faith as

onstantine the Great ; just as Moses; undefiled in
all his ways as a Jehosaphat and Hezekiah ; full of
clemency as another Theodosius.” —If Mr Walpole had
seen this passage, he certainly would not have said,
that ¢ honest Abbot could not flatter.”

His great zeal for the Protestant religion made him
a strenuous promoter of the match between the Elector
Palatine and the Princess Elizabeth ; which was ac-
cordingly concluded and solemnized the 14th of Fe-
bruary 1612, the archbishop performing the ceremony
on a stage erected in the royal chapel. In the follow-
ing year happened the famous case of divorce between
the lady Frances Howard, daughter of the earl of Suf-
folk, and Robert earl of Essex ; which has been consi-
dered as one of the greatest blemishes of King James’s
reign. The part which the archbishop took in the bu-
siness, added much to the reputation he had already
acquired for incorruptible integrity. It was referred
by the king to a court of delegates, whose opinion the
king and court wished and expected to be favourable
to the divorce. But the archbishop, unawed by royal
authority, with inflexible firmness resisted it, and pub-
lished his reasons for persisting in his opinion, to which
the king, disappointed in his views, thought fit to re-
ply: Sentence was given in the lady’s favour. In
1618, the king published a declaration, which he or-
dered to be read in all churches, permitting sports and
pastimes on the Lord’s day : this gave great uneasiness
to the archbishop; who, happening to be at Croydon
on the day it was ordered to be read, had the courage
to forbid it.

Being now in a declining state of beallll,.(he arch-
bishop used in the summer to go to Hampshire for the
sake of recreation ; and being invited by Lord Zouch
to hunt in his park at Bramzill, he met there with the

incurred an irregularity, and was thereby incapacitated
for performing the offices of a primate’; the king di-
rected a commission to ten persons to inquire into this
matter.

The result, however, was notsatisfactory to his
Grace's enemies ; it being declared, that, as the mur-
der was involuatary, he had not forfeited his archiepis-
copal character. ‘Tbe archbishop after this seldom as-
sisted at the council, being chiefly hindered by his in-
firmities ; but in the king’s last ilrness be was sent for,
and constantly attended till his majesty expired on the
27th of March 1622. He performed the ceremony
of the coronation of King Charles I. though very in-
firm and distressed with the gout. He was never
greatly in this king’s favour; and the duke of Buck-
ingham being his declared enemy, watched an opportu-
nity of making him feel the weight of his displeasure.
This he at last accomplished, upon the archbishop’s re-
fusing to license a sermon, preached by Dr Sibthorpe
to justify a loan which the king bad demanded, and
pregnant with principles which tended to overthrow
the constitution. The archbishop was immediately afe
ter suspended from all his functions as primate ; and
they were exercised by certain bishops commissioned
by the king, of whom Laud, the archbishop’s enemy,
and afterwards his successor, was one: while the only
cause assigned for this procedure was, That the arch-
bishop could not at that time personally attend those
services which were otherwise proper for his cogni-
zance and direction. He did not, however, remain
long in this situation; for a parliament being abso-
lately necessary, his Grace was sent for, and restored
to his authority and jurisdiction. But not proving
friendly to certain rigorous measures adopted by the
prevailing church party, headed by Laud, whose power
and interest at court were now very considerable, his
presence became unwelcome there; so that, upon the
birth of the prince of Wales, afterwards Charles 1I.
Laud had the honour to baptize him, as dean of the
chapel. The. archbishop being worn out with cares and
infirmities, died at Croydon, the sth of August 1633,
aged 71 years; and was buried at Guildford, the
place of his nativity, where be had endowed an hospital
with lands to the amount of 300l. per annum. A stately
monument was erected over the grave, with his efligy
in his robes.

He proved himself, in most circumstances of his life,
to be a man of great moderation to all parties; and
was desirous that the clergy should gain the respect of
the laity by the sanctity and purity of their manners,
rather than claim it as due to their function. His opi-
nions and principles, however, have drawn upon him
many severe reflections ; particularly, from the earl of
Clarendon.

But Dr Welwood has done more justice } Memosrs,
to his merit and abilities . e wrete several tracts vo, 1700,
B2 upon P 3%
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Abbot upon various subjects ; and, as already mentioned, trans-

A;»gou-
bury.

lated part of the New Testament, with the rest of the
Oxford divines, in 1611,

There was another writer of the same name, who
flourished somewhat later. This George Abbot wrote
A Paraphrase on Job, A Vindication of the Sabbath,
and A Paraphrase on the Psalms.

ABBot, Robert, elder brother to the former, was
born at Guildford in 1560, and completed his studies
at Baliol college, Oxford. In 1582, he took his de-
gree of master of arts, and soon became a celebrated
preacher ; and to this talent he chiefly owed bis pre-
ferment. Upon the first sermon at Worcester, he was
chosen lecturer in that city, and soon after rector of
All-saints in the same place. John Stanbope, Esq.
happening to hear him preach at Pauol’s-cross, was so
pleased with him, that he immediately presented him
to the rich living of Bingbam in Nottinghamshire.
In 1599, he took his degree of doctor in divinity :
and, in the beginning of King James’s reign, was ap-
pointed chaplain in ordinary to his majesty ; who bad

" such an opinion of him as a writer, that he ordered the
doctor’s book De Antickristo to be printed, with his
own commentary upon part of the Apocalypse. In
1609, he was clected master of Baliol college ; which
trust he discharged with the utmost care and assiduity,
by his frequent lectures to the scholars, by his conti-
nual presence at public exercises, and by promoting
temperance in the society. In November 1610, he
was made prebendary of Normanton in the church of
Bouthwell ; and, in 1612, his majesty appointed him
regius professor of divinity at Oxford. The fume of
his lectnres became very great; and those which he
gave upon the supreme power of kings, against Bellar-
mine and Suarez, so much pleased his majesty, that
when the see of Salisbury became vacant, he named
him to that bishopric, and he was consecrated by his
own brother at Lambeth, December 3. 1615. When
he came. to Salisbury, he found the cathedral falling to
decay, through the avarice and negligence of the cler-
gy belonging to it ; however, he found means to draw
five hundred pounds from the prebendaries, which he
applied towards repairing it. Here he devoted him-
self to the duties of his function with great diligence
and assiduity, visiting his whole diocese in person, and
preaching every Sunday. But his sedentary life, and
close application to study, brought upon him the gra-
vel and stone ; of which he died on the 2d of March
1618, in the §8th year of his age ; having filled the see

¢ Heylin's only two years and three months. Dr Fuller ®, speak-
History of ing of the two brothers, sa{{, ¢ that George was the

3.

=~ ¢ more plansible preacher,

obert the greatest scholar ;
¢ George the abler statesman, Robert the deeper di-
¢ vine: gravity did frown in George, and smile in Ro-
¢ bert.” He published several pieces ; and left behind
him sundry manuscripts, which Dr Corbet presented to
the Bodleian library.

ABBOTSBROMLEY, a town in Staffordshire.
After the dissolution of the monasteries, it was given
to the lord Paget ; and has since heen called Paget’s
Bromley. But it retains its old name in the king’s
books, and with regard to the fairs. W, Long. 1. 2.
N. Lat. 52. 45.

ABBOTSBURY, a small tewn in Dorsetshire, in
W. Long. 1. 17. N, Lat. so. 40. The abbey near

2
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this town was founded by a Norman, lady, about the Apposs.
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year 1026, Edward the Confessor and William the
Congqueror were considerable benefactors to it.

L
ABBOTS-LANGLEY, a village in Herts, four miles Abbrevia~
from St Alban’s, famous as the birth-place of Pope _.VM"_,

Adrian 1V,

ABBREVIATE of ADjuDICATIONS, in Scots Low,
an abstract or abridgment of a decreet of adjudica-
tion, which is recorded in a register kept for that pur-

pose.

ABBREVIATION, or ABBREVIATURE, a com-
traction of a word or passage, made by dropping some
of the letters, or by substituting certain marks or cha-
racters in their place. A late philosophical writer on
grammar, divides the parts of speech into words which
are necessary for the communication of thought, as the
noun and verb, and abbreviations which are employed
for the sake of dispatch. The latter, strictly speaking,
are also parts of speech, because they are all useful in
language, and each has a different manner of significa-
tion. Mr Tooke, however, seems to allow that rank
only to the nécessary words, and to consider all others’
as merely substitutes of the first sort, under the title of
abbreviations. They are employed in language in
three ways; in terms, in forts of words, and in con-
straction. Mr Locke in his Essay treats of the first
class 3 numerous authors bave written on the last ; and
for the second class of abbreviations, see Diversions of
Parley. Lawyers, physicians, &c. use many abbre-
viations, for the vake og expedition. But the Rabbins
are the most remarkable for this practice, so that their
writings are unintelligible without the Hebrew abbre-
viatures. The Jewish authors and copyists do not con-
tent themselves with abbreviating words like the Greeks
and Latios, by retrenching some of the letters or sylla-
bles ; they frequently take away all but the initial let-
ters. They even take the initials of several succeeding
words, join them together, and, adding vowels to them,
make a sort of barbarous words, representative of all
those which they have thus abridged. Thus, Rabbi Mo-
ses ben Maimon, in their abbreviature is Rambum, &c.

The following ABBREVIATIONS are of most frequent
occurrence in the Writings and Inscriptions of the
Romans,

A

AB. Abdicavit.

AB. AUG. M. P. XXXXI. Ab Augustd millia pas-
suum quadraginta unum.

AB. AUGUSTOB. M. P. X, Ab Augustobrigh millia
passuum decem.

ABN. Abnepos.

AB. U. C. Ab urbe condité.

A. CAMP. M. P. XI. A Camboduno millia passuum
undecim,

A. COMP. XIIII. A Compluto quatuor decem.

A. C. P. VL A capite, vel ad caput pedes sex.

A. D. Aqte diem.

ADJECT. H-S. IX co. Adjectis sestertiis novem mille.

ADN. Adaepos.

ADQ. Adqurescit vel adquisita pro acquisita.

ZD. ILI1. VIR. I1. Adilis iterum, duum-vir iterum.

ZED. 1L, VIR, QUINQ. Adilis duum-vir quinguen-

salis,
ZD.
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Adbrevia- Z£D. Q. TI. VIR, Zdilis quinquennalis duum-vir,
tien. /EL. ZEliuvs, Alia.
v JEM. vel AIM. ZEmilius, Emilia.
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BIGINTI, Viginti. Abbrevia-
BIXIT. BIXSIT. BISSIT. Vixit. tion,
BIX.ANN. XXCI. M. IV. D. VIL. Vixit annis oc- “=—vy==’

A. K. Ante kalendas.

A: G. Animo grato: Aulus Gellius.

AG. Ager, vel Agrippa.

ALA. I. Ala prima.

A. MILL. XXXV. A milliari triginta quinque, vel
ad milliaria triginta quinque.

A. M. XX. Ad milliare vigesimum.

AN. A. V. C. Anno ab urbe conditi.

AN. C. H. S. Anno cent. hio situs est.

AN. DCLX. Anno sexcentesimo sexagesimo.

AN. II. S. Annos duos semis.

AN. 1VL. Annos quadraginta sex.

AN. N. Annos natus.

ANN. LIIIL H. 8. E. Annorum quinquagesim. trium
hic situs est.

ANN. NAT. LXVI. Annos natus sexaginta sex.

ANN. PL. M. X. Annos vel annis plus minus decem.

. AN. . XVI. Anno defunctus decimo sexto.

AN. V. XX. Annos vixit viginti.

AN. P. M. Annorum plus minus, -

A. XII. Aonis duodecim.

AN. P. M. L. Annorum plus minus quinquaginta.

A. XX. H. EST. Annorum viginti hid est.

AN. P. R. C. Anno post Romam conditam.

AN. V. P. M. II. Annis vixit plus minus duobus.

AN. XXV, STIP. VIIL. Annorum vigiati quinque
stipendii, ve/ stipendiorum octo. :

A. P. M. Amico posuit mopumentum. -

AP. Appia, Appius.-

A.P. V. C. Annorum post urbem conditam. -

APVD. L. V. CONV. Apud lapidem quintom con-
venerunt.

A. RET. P. I11. S. Ante retropedes tres semis.

AR. P. Aram posuit.

ARG. P. X. Argenti pondo decem. -

ARR. Arrius.

A, V., B, A viro bona.

A. V. C, Ab urbe conditd.

B

B. Balbus, Bulbius, Bratus, Belenus, Burrus.

B. Beneficiario, beneficium, bonus.

B. Balnea, beatus, bustum.

B. pro V, berna pro verna, bixit pro vixit, bibo pro vi-
vo, bictor pro victor, bidua pro vidua.

B. A. Bixit aonis, bonus ager, bonus amabilis, boda
aurea, bonum aureum, bonis auguriis, bonis auspiciis.

B. B. Bona bona, bene bene.

B. DD. Bonis deabus.

B. F. Bona fide, bona femina, bona fortuna, bene fac-
tom.

B. F. reverscd thus, g. . Boua femina, bona filia. -

B. H. Bona hereditaria, bonorum hereditas.

B. L I. Boni judicis judicium.

B. L. Bona lex.

. M. P. Bene merito posuit.

M. P. C. Bene merito ponendum curavit.

B. M. 8. C. Bene merito sepulcrum condidit,

BN. EM. Bonorum emptores.

BN. H. 1. Bona hic invenies.

B. RP. N. Bono reipublicee natus.

B. A. Bixit, id est, vixit annis.

toginta unum, mensibus quatuor, diebus septem.
BX. ANVS. VII. ME. VI. DI. XVII. Vixit annos
septem, menses sex, dies septem decim.

C

C. Ceesar, Caio, Caius, censor, civitas, consul, condem-
no.

C. C. Carissima conjugi, calomnia causs, consilium
cepit.

C. C. F. Caius Caii filins.

C. B. Commune bonom.

C. D. Comitialibus diebus.

C. H. Custos hortorum vel heeredum.

C. L. C. Caius Julius Ceesar.

CC. VYV, Clarissimi viri.

CEN. Censor, centuria, centurio.

CERTA. QUINQ. ROM. CO. Certamen quinquens -

nale Romz conditum.

CL. Claudius.

CL. V. Clarissimus vir, -

CH. COH. Cohors.

C. M. vel CA. M. Causa mortis,

CN. Cneus.

C. 0. Civitas omnis. _

COH. 1. vel 11. Cohors prima vel secunda.

COS. ITER.ET. TERT. DESIG. Consul iterim et
tertiim designatus.

COS. TER. ve/ QUAR. Consol tertium, ve/ quartum.

COSS. Consules.

COST. CUM. LOC. H-S. 0 D. Custodiam cam loco -

sestertiis mille quingentis, -
C. R. Civis Romanus.
CS. IP. Cesur imperator. -
C.'V. Centum viri. -

D"

D. Decius, decimus, decuria, decurio, det!icavit, dedit, -
devotus, dies, divus, Deus, dii, Dominus, domus, -

donum, datum, decretum, &c.

D. A. Divus Augustus,

D. B. I. Diis hené juvantibus, -

D. B. 8. De bonis suis: -

DCT. Detractum.

DDVIT. Dedicavit. " »

D. D. Donum dedit, datis, datio, Deus dedit. o

D. D. D. Dono dederunt, vel datam decreto <decurio-
num.

D. D. D. D. Digaum Deo donum dedicavit.

DDPP. Depositi. .

D.D. Q. 0. H. L. 8. E. V. Diis deabusque omnibus
hunc locum ~acrum esse voluit. :

DIG. M. Dignus memoria.

D. M. S. Diis manibus sacrum.

D. 0. M. Deo optimo maximo.

D. 0. A. Deo optimo seterno. -

D. PP. Deo perpetuo. -

DR. Drusus. ,

DR. P. Dare promittit. -

D. RM. De Romanis.

D. RP. De 1epublica. . .

D. 8. P. F. C. De sua pecunia faciundum curavit.

DT. Dauntaxat.

DVL. vel DOL. Dulcissimus. DEC.



A BB [

Abbrevie- DEC*XIIT.AVG.XILPOP.XI. Decurjonibus dens-

tion.

riis tredecim, augustalibusduodecim, populo undecim,

“—v=D. I1IL ID. Die quart4 idus.

D. VIIIL Diebus novem.
D. V. ID. Die quint4 idus.
E

E. Ejus, ergo, esse, est, erexit, exactum, &c.

E. C. F. Eju-~ causa fecit.

E. D. Ejus domus,

ED. Edictum.

E. E. Ex edicto.

EE. N. P. Esse non potest.

EG. Egit, egregius,

E. H. Ejus heres.

EID. Idus.

EIM. Ejusmodi.

E. L. Ea lege.

E. M. Elexit ve/ erexit monumentom.

EQ. M. Equitum magister.

EQ. O. Equester ordo.

EX. A. D. K. Ex ant? diem kalendas.

EX. A. D. V. K. DEC, AD. PRID. K. IAN. Ex
ant¢ diem quinto kalendas Decembris ad pridie ka-

* lendas Januarias.

EX.H-S. X.P.F.LExsestertiis decem parvis fieri jussit.

EX. H.S. CIDN. Ex sestertiis mille nummfim.

EX. H-8. o0 c0 0 o0 Ex sestertiis quatuor millia.

EX.H-8. N. CC. L. o0 D. XL. Ex sestertiis num-
morum ducentis guinquaginta wmillibus, guingentis
quadraginta,”

EX. H-S. DC. o D. XX. Ex sestertiis sexcentis mil-
libus quingentis viginti.

EX. KAL. IAN. AD. KAL" IAN. Ex kalendis
Januarii ad kalendas JaI‘n‘uarii.

F. Fabius, fecit, factum, faciendum, familia, famula,
fastus, Februarius, feliciter, felix, fides, fieri, fif; fe-
mina, filia, filius, frater, finis, flamen, forum, flu-
vius, favstum, fuit. ’

F. A. Filio amantjssimo ve/ fili amantissimee.

F. AN.X. F. C. Filio ve/ filiz annorum decem faci-
undum curavit,

F. C. Fieri vel faciendum curavit, fidei commissum.

E. D. Flamen Dialis, filius dedit, factum dedicavit.

F. D. Fide jussor, fundum.

FEA. Femina.

FE. C. Fermeé centum.

FF. Fabré factum, filius familias, fratris filius.

F. F. F. Ferro, flamma, fame, fortior, fortuna, fato.

FF. Fecerunt.

FL. F. Flavii filius.

F. FQ. Filiis filiabusque.

FIX. ANN. XXXIX. M. I. D. VI. HOR. SCIT.
NEM. Vixit annos triginta novem, mensem unum,

___ dies sex, horas scit nemo.

FO. FR. Forum.

F. R. Forum Romanum.

G

G. Gellius, Gaius pro Caius, genius, gens, gaudium,
gesta, gratia, gratis, &c.

GAB, Gabinius,

GAL, Gallus, Gallerius.

G. C. Genio civitatis,

GEN. P. R. Genio populi Romani.

GL. Gloria,
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GL.S. Gallus Semprenius.

GN. Gneus pro Cueus, genius, gens.

GNT. Gentes. & 8

GRA. Gracchus.

GRC. Grecus.

H

H. Hic, habet, hastatus, heres, homo, hora, hostis,
herus,

H. A. Hoc anno.

HA. Hadrianus.

HC. Hunc, huic, hic.

HER. Heeres, hereditatis, Herennius.

HER., ve/ HERC. S. Herculi sacrum.

H. M. E. H-8. CCIJ9. CCIJD. Iyy. M. N. Hoc
monumentum erexit sestertiis viginti quinque mille
nummtim.

H. M. AD. H. N. T. Hoc monumentum ad heeredes
non transit.

H. O. Hostis occisus,

HOSS. Hostes.

H. 8. Hic situs vel sita, sepultus ve/ sepulta,

H-S. N. IIIL. Sestertiis nummm quatuor.

H-8. CCCC. Sestertiis quatuor centum.

H-8. oo. N. Sestertiis mille mumwm.

H.-S. o0. CC1J9. N. Sestertiis novem mille nammim.

H-8. CCIDD. CIDD. Sestertiis viginti mille.

H.8. XXM. N. Sestertiis viginti mille numm@m.

H. 88. Hic supra u:riptis.l

L Junius, Julius, Jupiter, ibi, idest, immortalis, impe-
rator, inferi, inter, invenit, invictus, ipse, iterum,
jodex, jussit, jus, &c.

IA. Intra,

I. AG. In agro.

I. AGL. Ia angulo.

IAD. Jamdudim.

TAN. Janus.

IA. RI. Jam respondi.

I C. Juris consultus, Julius Ceesar, judex cognitionum. .'

IC. Hic.

Abbrevia-
ion.

I. D. Ioferiis diis, Jovi dedicatum, Isidi dese, jussu dese. -

ID. Idus.

I. D. M. Jovi Deo magno.

L F. vel 1. FO. In foro.

IF. Interfuit. IFT. Interfuerunt.

I. FNT. In fronte.

IG. Igitur.

1. H. Jacet bic.

L I. In jure.

IM. Imago, immortalis, imperator.

1. M. CT. In medio civitatis,

IMM. Immolavit, immortalis, immunis.

IM. S. Impensis suis,

IN. Inimicus, inscripsit, interea.

IN. A. P. XX. In agro pedes viginti.

IN. vel INL. V, L S. Inlustris vir infra scriptus.
L R. Jovi regi, Junoni reginz, jure rogavit,

1. S. vel 1. SN. In senatum,

L V. Justus vir.

IVD. Judicium.

TVV. Juventus, Juvenalis.

11. V. Duum.vir, ve/ duum-viri.

II1. V. vel IT1. VIR. Trium-vir, vel trium-viri.
1IIL. Vir. Quatuor-vir, ve/ quatuor-viri, ve/ quatuor

viratus,
IIIIIL.
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Abbrevia- Illlll..\'. vel VIR. Sextum-vir, vel se-vir, vel sex-vir,

tion.

IDNE, vel IND. aut INDICT. Indictio, ve/ indic-

tione.

K. Czxso, Caius, Caio, Czxlius, Carolus, calumnia, can-

didatus, caput, carissimus, clarissimus, castra, cohors, -

Carthago, &ec.

K. KAL. KL. KLD. KLEND. Kalend, aut ka-
lendis ; et sic de cateris ubi mensium apponuntur no-
mina.

KARC. Carcer.

KK. Carissimi.

KM. Carissimus.

K. 8. Carus suis.

KR. Chorus.

KR. AM. N. Carus amicus noster.
: L

I.. Lucius, Lucia, Lelius, Lollius, lares, Latinus, la-
tum, legavit, lex, legio, libens vel lubens, liber, li-
bera, libertus, liberta, libra, locavit, &c,

L. A. Lex alia.

LA. C. Latini coloni.

L. A. D. Locus alteri datus.

L. AG. Lex agraria.

L. AN. Lucius Annius, vel quinquaginta annis.

L. AP. Ludi Apollinares.

LAT. P. VIIL E.S. Latum pedes octo et semis.

LONG. P. VIIL L. P. I1I. Longum pedes septem, la-
tum pedes tres,

L. ADQ. Locus adquisitus.

LB. Libertus, liberi.

L. D. D. D. Locus datus decreto decurionum.
LECTIST. Lectisternium,

LEG. 1. Legio prima.

L. E. D. Lege ejus damnatus.
LEG. PROV. Legatus provincie.
LIC. Licinius,

LICT. Lictor. .
LL. Libentissime, liberi, libertas. |
L. L. Sestertius magnus. .

LVD. SAC. Ludi szculares.
LVPERC. Lupercalia.

LV. P. F. Ludos publicoshfl'ecit.

M. Marcus, Marca, Martius, Mutius, maceria, magi-
ster, magistratus, magnus, manes, mancipium, mar-
moreus, marti, mater, maximus, memor, memoria,
mensis, meus, miles, militavit, militii, mille, missus,
monumentum, mortuus, &c.

MAG. EQ. Magister equitum.

MAR. VLT. Mars u'tor.

MAX. POT. Maximus pontifex.

MD. Mandatum.

MED: Medicus, medius,

MER Mercurius, mercator.

MERK. Mercurialia, mercatus.

MES. VII. DIEB. XI. Mensibus septem, diebus un-
decim.

M. L. Maximo Jovi, matri Idez ve/ Isidi, militiee jus,
monumentum jussit.

MIL. COH. Mi'es cohortis.

MIN. ve/ MINER. Minerva.

M. MON. MNT MONET. Moneta.

M. vel MS. Mensis vel/ menses.

MNF, Manifestus, .
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MNM. Manamissus.
M. P. I1. Millia passuum duo.

MV. MN. MVN. MVNIC. Municipium ve! muni- vt

ceps.
N
N. Neptunus, Numerius, Numeria, Nonis, Nero, nam,
non, natus, natio, nefastus, nepos, neptis, niger, no-
men, nonw, noster, numerarius, numerator, numerus,
nummus ve/ numisma, numen.
NAV. Navis,
N. B. Numeravit bivus pro vivus.
NB. vel/ NBL. Nobilis.
N. C. Nero Caesar, ve! Nero Claudius.
NEG vel NEGOT. Negotiator.
NEP. S. Neptuno sacrum.
N. F. N. Nobili familia natus.
N. L. Non liquet, non licet, non longe, nominis Latini.
N. M. Nonius Macrinus, non malum, non minus.
NN. Nostri. NNR. vel NR. Nostrorum.
NO. Nobis.
NOBR. November.
NON. AP. Nonis Aprilis.
NQ. Namgque, nusquam, nunquam.
N. V.N. D. N. P. O. Neque vendetur, neque dona-
bitur, neque piguori obligabitur,
NVP. Nuptie.
(0]

0. Officium, optimus, olla, omnis, optio, ordo, ossa, os-
tendit, &ec.

OB. Obiit.

OB. C. 8. Ob cives servatos.

- OCT. Octavianus, October.

0. E. B. Q. C. Ossa ejus bend quiescant condita. .

0. H. F. Omnibus honoribus functus.

ONA. Omnia.

00. Omnes, omnino. 0. O. Optimus erde.

OP. Oppidum, opiter, oportet, optimus, opus.

OR. Ornamentum.

OTIM. Optimee.

P

P. Pablius, passus, patria, pecunia, pedes, perpetuus,
pius, plebs, populus, potifex, posuit, potestas, pra-
ses, preetor, pridie, pro, post, provincia, puer, publi-
cus, publicé, primus, &ec.

PA. Pater, Patricius,

PAE. ET. ARR. COS. P=zto et Arrio consulibus.

P. A. F. A. Postulo an fias auctor.

PAR. Parens, parilia, Parthicus.

PAT. PAT. Pater patriee,

PBLC. Publicus.

PC. Procurator.

P. C. Post consulatam, patres conscripti, patronus co-
lonise, ponendum curavit, prefectus corporis, pactam .
conventum.

PED. CXYVS. Pedes centum quindecim semis.

PEG. Peregrinus.

P. 1I. «. L. Pondo duarum semis librarum.

P. II. : : Pondo duo semis et triente.

P. KAL. Pridie kalendas.

POM. Pomptius.

P, P.P. C. Propria pecunia ponendum curavit.

P.R.C. A DCCCXLILIT. Post Romam conditam
annis ectingentis quadraginta quatuor.

PRO. Proconsul. P. PR. Pro-praetor. P. PRR. Pro-
prtores, . PR,
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Adbrevis- PR. N. Pro nepos.
tion. P, R. V.X. Populi Romani vota decennalia.
PB. Passus, plebiscitum.
PUD. Pudicus, pudica, pudor.
PUR. Purpureus. a

Q. Quinquennalis, quartus, quintos, quando, quantum,
qui, que, quod, Quintus, Quintius, Quintilianas,
quiestor, quadratum, queesitus.

Q. B. AN. XXX. Qui bixit, #d est vixit, annos triginta.

QM. Quomodo, quem, quoniam.

QQ. Quinquennalis. QQ. V. Quoquo versum.

Q. R. Questor reipublicse. _

- Q. V. A.III. M. 1I. Qui vel quae vixit annos tres,
menses duo. R

" R. Roma, Romanus, rex, reges, Regulus, ratienalis,
Ravennz, recta, recto, requietorium, retro, rostra,
rudera, &c.

- RC. Rescriptum.

R. C. Romana civitas.

REF. C. Reficiendum curavit.

REG. Regio.

R. P. RESP. Respublica.

RET. P. XX. Retro pedes viginti.

REC. Requiescit.

RMS. Romanus.

ROB. Robigalia, Robigo.

RS. Responsum.

RVF. Rufus. s

S.: Sacrum, sacellom, scriptus, semis, sematus, sepultus,
sepulcrum, sanctos, servus, serva, Servius, sequitor,
sibi, situs, solvit, sub, stipendium, &c.

- BAC. Sacerdos sacrificium.

SA. vel. S/EC. Szculum, sseculares.

SAL. Salus.

8. C. Senatus-consultum.,

8CI. Scipio.

8. D. Sacrum diis.

8. EQ. Q. O. ET. P. R. Senatus, equesterque ordo et
populus Romanaus.

- SEMP. Sempronius.

SL. SVL, SYL. Sylla.

8. L. Sacer ludus, sine lingoA.

8. M. Sacrum manibus, sine manibus, sine malo.
SN. Senatus, sententia, sine.

8. P. Sine pecunia.

S. P. Q. R. Senatus populusque Romanus.

S. P. D. Salutem plurimam dicit.

8. T.-A. Sine vel sub tutoris auctoritate.

SLT. Scilicet.

8. E. T. L. Sit ei terra levis.

8IC. V. SIC. X. Sicut quinquennalia, sic decennalia.
SST1'VP. XVIIII. Stipendiis novem decim.

ST. XXXYV. Stipendiis tn'-li‘ginta quinque.

T. Titus, Tullivs, tantum, terra, tibi, fer, testamen-
tum, titulus, terminus, triarius, tribunus, torma, tu-
tor, tutela, &ec. ‘

TAB. Tabula. TABVL. Tabularius.

‘TAR. Tarquinioe.

TR. D. F. Tibi dvlcissimo filio.

TB. PL. Tribunus plebis,

TB. TL TIB. Tiberios,
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T. F. Titas Flavias, Titi filius. Ablnevia.
THR. Thrax. tioa.
T. L. Titus Livius, Titi libertus. - —

TIT. Titulus.

T. M. Terminus, therme.
TR. PO. Tribunitia potestas.
TRAJ. Trajanus.

TUL. Tullus vel Tullius.

"TR. V. Trium-vir.

TT. QTS. Titus Qnintus,

@ vel TH. AN. Mortuus aono.

oxiI. Defunctus viginti tribus.
”

v

V. Quinque, quintd, quintim.

V. Vitellivs, Volera, Volero, Volusus, Vopiscus, vale,
valeo; Vesta, vestalis, vestis, vester, veteranus, vir,
virgo, vivus, vixit, votum, vovit, urbs, usus, uxor,
victus, victor, &c.

V. A. Veterano assignatum.

V. A. L. D. XI. Vixit annum unum, dies undecim.

V. A. L. Vixit annos quinquaginta.

V. B. A. Viri boni arbitratu.

V. C. Vale conjux, vivens curavit, vir consularis, vir
clarissimus, quintum consul,

VDL. Videlicet.

V. E. Vir egregius, visum est, verum etiam.

VESP. Vespasianus.

VI. V. Sextum-vir. VIL. V, Septem-vir. VIII. VIR,
octum-vir.

VIX. A. FF. C. Vixit annos ferme centum.
VIX. AN. ,¥. Vixit annos triginta.

»

ULPS. Ulpianus, Ulpius.

V. M. Vir magnificus, vivens mandavit, volens me-
rito.

V. N. Quinto nonas.

V. MUN. Vias munivit.

VOL. Volcania, Voltinia, Volusus.

VONE. Bona.

VOT. V. Votis quinquennalibus.

VOT. V. MULT. X. Votis quinquennalibus, multis
decennalibus.

VOT. X. Vota decennalia.

- VOT. XX. ve/ XXX. ve! XXXX. Vota vicennalia,

aut tricennalia, aut quadragenalia.
V. R. Urbs Roma, votum reddidit.
VV. CC. Viri clarissimi.
UX. Uxor.

X
X. AN. Annalibus decennalibus.
X. K. OCT. Decimo kalendas Octobris.
X. M. Decem millia. X P. Decem pondo.
X. V. Decem-vir. XV, VIR. Quindecim-vir.

ABBREVIATION of fractions, in Arithmetic and Al-
gebra, is the reducing them to lower terms.

ABBREVIATOR, in a general sense, a person who
abridges any large book into a narrower compass.

ABBREVIATORS, a college of 72 persons in the chan-
cery of Rome, who draw up the pope’s brieves, and re-
duce petitiens, when granted by him, into proper form
for being converted into bulls,

ABB’'S (5t) HEAD, a promontory of land in the
southern extremity of the frith of Forth, in Scotland,
10 miles north ot Berwick, and nearly the same di-

stance
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stance south of Dunbar. 'W. Long. 2. 15. N, Lat.

By, 55752 - . .
Abdslony- ““ ABBUTALS, signify the buttings or boundings of
_":_"__, land towards any pomnt. Limits were anciently distin-

guished by artificial hillocks, which were called Jote-
mines ; and hence butting. 1n a description of the site
of land, the sidee on the breadth are more properly ad-
_facentes, and those terminating the length are abbutan-
tes; which, in old surveys, were sometimes expressed
by capitare, to head, whence abbutals are now called
kead lands.

ABCEDARY, or ABCEDARIAN, an epithet given
to compositions, the parts of which are disposed in the
order of the letters of the alphabet: thus we say, Ab-
cedarian psalms, lamentations, hymns, &c. ; such are
Psal, xxv. xxxiv. cxix. &ec.

ABCOURT, a town near St Germains, four leagues
from Paris. Here is a brisk chalybeate water, which
i8 also impregnated with carbonic acid and soda ; and
resembling the waters of Spa and Ilmington.

ABDALLA, the son of Abdalmotalleb, was the
father of the prophet Mahomet. He was the most
beautiful and modest of the Arabian youth, and when
he married Amina, of the noble race of the Zahrites,
200 virgins are said to have died of jealousy and de-
spair.  Several other Arabians of eminence bore the
same name.

ABDALMALEK, the son of Mirvan, and the sth
caliph of the race of the Ommiades. He surpassed all
his predecessors in power and dominion; for in his
reign the Indies were conquered in the east, and his
armies penetrated Spain in the west : be likewise ex-
tended his empire toward the south, by making him-
self master of Medina and Mecca. Under his reign
the Greek language and character were excluded from
the accounts of the public revenue. If this change,
says Gibbon, was productive of the invention or fami-
liar use of the Arabic or Indian cyphers, which are
our present numerals, a regulation of office has promot-
ed the most important discoveries of arithmetic, alge-
bra, and the mathematical sciences. His extreme ava-
rice exposed him to the contempt and derision of his
subjects, who gave him the appellation of the sweat of
a stone ; and his fetid breath, it is said, poisoned the
flies which accidentally lighted on his lips, whence he
was called the father of flies. He began his reign in
the 65th of the Hegira, A. D. 684 ; reigned 15 years;
and four of his sons successively enjoyed the caliphate.

ABDALMALEK, Ben Zohar, an eminent physician,
commonly called by the Europeans Avenzoar.
AVENZOAR.

ABDALMOTALLEB, or ABporL MOTALLEB,
the son of Hashem, the father of Abdalla, and grand-
father of Mahomet the prophet of the Mussulmans, was,
it is said, of snch wonderful comeliness and beauty, that
all women who saw him became enamoured: which
may have given occasion to that prophetic light, which,
according to the Arabians, shone on the foreheads of
him, bhis ancestors, and descendants; it being certain
that they were very handsome and graceful men. He
died when Mahomet, of whom he had taken peculiar
~care, was only eight or nine years old ; aged, according
to some 110, and according to other writers 120.

ABDALONYMUS, or ABDOLONYMUS, in classic
history, of the royal family of .Sidon, and descended

Voir. I. Part L )
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from King Cinyras, lived in obscurity, and subsisted by
cultivating a garden, while Strato was in possession of
the crown of Sidon. Alexander the Great having depo-
sed Strato, inquired whether any of the race of Cinyras
was living, that he might set him on the throne. It was
generally thought that the whole race was extinct: but
at last Abdalonymus was thought of, and mentioned to
Alexander ; who immediately ordered some of his sol-
diers to fetch him. They found the good man at work,
happy in his poverty, and entirely a stranger to the noise
of arms, with which all Asia was at that time disturb-
ed ; and they could scarcely persuade him they were in
earnest. Alexander was convinced of his high descent
by the dignity of his person ; but was desirous of learn-
ing from him in what manner he bore his poveity. ¢ T
wish,” said Abdalonymus, ¢ I may bear my new con-
dition as well: These hands have supplied my necessi-
ties : I have had nothing, and I have wanted nothing.”
‘This answer pleased Alexander so much, that he not
only bestowed on him all that belonged to Strate, but
augmented his dominions, and gave him a large present
out of the Persian spoils.

ABDALS, in the eastern countries, a kind of saints
supposed to be inspired to a degree of madness. The
word is perhaps derived from the Arabic, Abdallal,
the servant of God. The Persians call them devaneh
khoda, similar to the Latin way of speaking of prophets
and sibyls, q. d. furentes deo, raging with the god.
Hourried on by excess of zeal, especially in the Indies,
they often run about the streets, and kill all they meet
who are of a different religion. The English sailors
call this running a muck, from the name of the instru-
ment, a sort of poniard, which they employ on those
desperate occasions.  If they are killed, as it commonly
happens before they have done much mischief, they
reckon it highly meritorious ; and are esteemed, by the
vulgar, martyrs for their faith. .

ABDARA, or ABDERA, in Ancient Geography, a
town of Bzetica in Spain,a Pheenician colony; now Adra,
to the west of Almeira in the kingdom of Granada.

ABDERA, in Ancient Geography, a maritime town
of Thrace, not far from the mouth of the river Nessus, on
the east side. ‘The foundation, according to Herodotus,
was attempted to be laid b%Timesius the Clazomenian ;
but he was forced by the Thracians to quit the design.
The Teians undertook it and succeeded, and settled in
this place, in order to avoid the insults and oppression of

Abdalony-
mus

fn
Abdera.

Ny pomnd

the Persians.—Several singularities are told of Abdera®, * Plin. lin,

The grass of the country round it was of such a qua-}"- c. 8.

ust. lib,

lity, that the horses which fed on it were seized with W= ©"

madness. In the reign of Cassander king of Macedon,,
this city was so infested with frogs and rats, that the
inhabitants were, forced for a time to.quit it—The
Abderites, or Abderitani, were very much derided for
their want of wit and judgment : .yet their city has
given birth to several eminent persons ; as Protaﬁras,
Democritus, Anaxarchus, Hecataeus the historian, Nice-
nextus the poet, and many others, who were mentioned
among the illustrions men.—In the reign of Lysima-
chus, Abdera was afflicted for some months with a most

extraordinary disease 4 : this was a burning fever, whose t Luciaaus,

crisis was always on the seventh day,

i quomodo
and then it leftH‘,“- i

them ; but it so distracted their imaginations, that they ... 0
fancied themselves players. After this, they were ever gy iuitio.

.repeating verses from somectragedy, and particularly

from
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Abders from the Andromeda of Euripides, as if they had
Il been upon the stage ; so that many of these pale mea-
Abdication. ore actors were pouring forth their tragic exclama-
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ed or disclaimed his son, and expelled him the family. Avdication,
It is distinguished from exheredatio or disinkeriting,1a Abdolla-
that the former was done in the father's lifetime; the  tiPh-

tions in every street. 'This-delirium continued till the
winter foHowing ; which was a very cold one, and
therefore fitter to remove it. Lucian, who has de-
scribed this disease, endeavours to account for it in this
manner: Archelaus, an excellent player, acted the
Andromeda of Euripides before the Abderites, in the
height of a very hot summer. Several had a fever at
their coming eut of the theatre; and as their imagina-
tions were full of the tragedy, the delirium which the
fever raised perpetually represented Andromeda, Per-
seus, Medusa, &c. and the several dramatic incidents,
and called up the ideas of those objects, and the plea-
sure of the representation, so strengly, that they could
not forbear imitating Archelaus’s action and declama-
tion : And from these the fever spread to others by in-
fection.

ABDERAHMA, a Saracen viceroy in Spain, whe
revolted and formed an independent principality at Cor-
dova. He had several successors of the same name.

A viceroy and captain-general of this name led the
Saraceus and their followers into France, ravaging the
country wherever they came. At length he was met
at Tours by Charles Martel, who bad received rein-
forcements of Germans and Gepide ; and after many
skirmishes, the Saracen army, in a general action, was
totally routed, and Abderahma was killed with 370,000
Moors. This great event, which first broke the power
of the Saracens, and taught the Europeans that they
were not invincible, happened about the year 432 of
the Christian era, and of the Hegira 114.

ABDEST, a Persian word, properly signifying the
water placed in a bason for washing the hands; but is
used to imply the legal purifications practised by the

‘Mahometans before prayer, entering the mosque, or

reading the Alcoran.

ABDIAS or BaABYLON, one of the boldest le-
gend writers, who boasted that he had seen Christ, that
he was one of the 70 disciples, had been eye-witness
of the actions and prayers of several of the apostles
at their deaths, and had followed into Persia St Simon
and St Jude, who, be said, made him the first bishop
of Babylon. His book, entitled Historia Certaminis
Apostolics, was published by Wolfgang Lazius, at Basil,
1'5 51 ; and has passed through several editions in other

aces.

ABDICATION, the action wherehy a magistrate,
or person in office, renounces and gives up the same be-
fore the term of service is expired.

This word is frequently confounded with resigna-
tion ; but differs from it: for abdication is done purely
and simply, whereas resignation is in favour of some
third person. In this sense, Dioclesian is said to have
abdicated the crown ; Philip IV. of Spain resigned
it. It is said to be a renunciatien, quitting, and re-
linquishing, so as to have nothing further to do with a
thing ; or the doing of such actions as are inconsistent
with the holding of it. Ou King Jumes’s leaving the
kingdom, and abdicating the government, the lords
proposed that the word desertion should be employed ;
but the commons thought that it was not sufficiently
comprehenisive. Among the Roman writers it is more
particularly used for the act whereby a father discard-

3

latter, by will at his death : so that whoever was abdi.
cated, was also disinberited ; but not vice versa.

ABDOLLATIPH, a physician, was born at Bag-
dad in the gg7th year of the Hegira, A. D. 1161.
Having been educated with the greatest care by his fa-
ther, who was himself a man of learning, and resided
in a capital which abounded with the best opportuni-
ties of instruction, he early distinguished bimself not
only by proficiency in rhetoric, history, and poetry,
but also in the more severe studies of Mohammedan
theol To the acquirement of medical knowledge
be applied with especial diligence ; and it was chiefl
with this view that, in his 28th year, he left Bagda({,
in order to visit other countries. At Mosul, in Meso-
potamia, whither he first directed his course, be found
the attention of the students entirely confined to the
chemistry of that day, with wbich he was already suf-
ficiently acquainted. Having spent a year at Mosul,
he removed to Damascus in Syria, where the gramma-
rian Al Kindi then enjoyed the highest reputation ;
and with whom be is said to have eogaged in & contro-
versy on some subjects of grammar and pbilology, which
terminated in favour of Abdollatiph.

At this time, Egypt had yielded to the arma of Sa-
ladin, who was marching against Palestine for the pur-
pose of wresting that country from the hands of the
Christians : yet towards Egypt Abdollatiph was irre-
sistibly impelled by that literary coriosity which so
strongly marked his character. To the successful pro-
secution of this journey, the consent and patronage of
the sultan were indispensably necessary : but when the
Arabian physician arrived at the camp near Aoca,
(the ancient Ptolemais, now Acre) to solicit his power-
ful protection, he found the Saracens bewailing a
defeat which they had recently experienced; a de-
feat so honourable to the ekill and valeur of our Eng-

lish Richard, that nothing less than the late match-’

less defence of this fortress, by a handful of British sea-
men and marines, oould bave detracted from its im-
portance, or eclipsed its glory. Hence the lofty spirit
of the sultan was plunged into a morbid melancholy,
which excluded the traveller from his presence ; but
the favours which he received evinced the munificence
of Saladin, and he persisted in his design of exploring
the wonders of Egypt. One streng inducement which
influenced him on this occassion, was the instruction
which he hoped to derive from the society of the cele-
brated Maimonides ; and by Al Kadi Al Fadel, who
had earnestly but unavailingly solicited bim to return
to Damascus, he was furnished with such rccommenda-
tions as procured for him the most flattering reception
at Cairo. His talents and his virtues confirmed and
increased the kindness with which he was welcomed
on his first arrival ; and the Egyptians of the highest
rank continued to vie with each other in cultivating his
friendship.

From this intercoursc, however, with the great and
the Jearned, Abdollatiph withdrew, in order to pre-
sent himself bLefore the sultan; who, baving concluded
a truce with the Franks, then resided in the Holy
City. Here he was received by Saladin with every
expression of esteem for his character and attainments.

Ta.
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Abdolla-, To a diguified politeness, and condescending freedom, stitute the Fourth Order of the Fourtk Class of Ani--Abdomina-

tiph  this prince is said to have added a munificent liberality mals, in the Linnaean system. See IcHTHYOLOGY. les
bdomina. iD the patronage of science and of art; and of this ABDUCTION, in Logic, a kind of argumentation, MJ .
A f:.m" fact, indeed, we bave a laudable instance in the pen- by the Greeks called apagoge, wherein the greater ex- Cor e

ey~ sion which he granted to Abdollatiph, and which a- treme is evidently contained in the medium, but the

mounted to 30 dinars per month, After the death of
the sultan, this sum was raised by his sons to 100 di-
nars, till the ambition of their uncle forced them from
the throne of Egypt and of Syria; and thus was our
traveller compelled to resort again to Damascus, after
a short abode at Jerusalem: where his lectures, and
his treatises were equally the objects of general admira-
tion.

In the capitai of Syria, his pursuits were of the same
nature, and attended with similar success. His prac-
tice as a physician was extensive. To the students in
the college of Al Aziz, he freely communicated the
ample stores of his cultivated mind; and in the works
which he composed on the principles of medicine, he dis-
played that depth of research and that felicity of illus-
tration, which are the rare effects of genius combined
with diligence, judgment, and erudition.

Such is the testimony given to the exertions of our
author; and it is added that they were rewarded at
Damascus not with fame alone, but also with riches,
Yet neither the applause of the wise nor the patronage
of the wealthy had power to detain him, when other
scenes or other society promised to gratify his curiosity,
or to increase his knowledge. On this account pro-
bably, be left Damascos, and, after having visited
Aleppo, resided several years in Greece. With the
same view he travelled through Syria, Armenia, and
-Asia Minor, still adding to the number of his works ;
many of which be dedicated to the princes whose
courts he visited, or whose subjects he laboured to in-
struct.

After baving thus enriched his own mind, and con-
tributed so successfully to the improvement of others,
sentiments of devotion induced him to undertake a pil-
grimage to Mecca. In the mean time, however, he
seems to have experienced the full ferce of that de-
sire, which in the native of Switzerland has often been
known to supersede every other,—the desire of once
more beholding the place' which gave him birth. He
wished also to present the fruits of his travels, and
of his studies, to the caliph Al Mostanser Billah. He
therefore eagerly journeyed towards Bagdad, which,
after so long an absence, he no doubt beheld with emo-
tions of tender exultation : but scarcely had he reached
it when he was suddenly taken ill, and died in his 63d
year, A. D. 1223. Of 150 treatises which he com-
posed on various subjects of medicine, natural philoso-
phy and polite literature, only one, entitled Historie
LEgypts Compendsum, has survived the ravages of time.
This manuscript, the only one which has been discover-
ed, was brought to Europe by the celebrated orientalist
Pococke, and is now preserved in the Bodleian library.
Dr White of Oxford published an edition of the origi-
nal Arabic, with an elegant Latin version in 4to, in
1800. See ABDALLATIF, SUPPLEMENT.

ABDOMEN, in Anatomy, is that part of the trunk
of the body which lies between the thorax and the bot-
tom of the pelvis. See ANATOMY.

ABDOMINALIS, or ABDOMINAL FISHES, con-

medium not 8o evidently in the lesser extreme as not to
require some farther medium or proof to make it ap-
pear. It is called abduction, because, from the con-
clusion, it draws us on to prove the proposition as-
sumed. Thus, in the syllogism, “ All whom God ab-
solves are free from gin ; but God absolves all who are
in Christ ; therefore all who are in Christ are free from
sin,”—the major is evident ; but the minor, or assump-
tion, is not so evident without some other proposition
to prove it, as, ‘¢ God received full satisfaction for sin
by the sulferings of Jesus Christ.”

ABDUCTOR, or ABDUCENT, in Anatomy, a name
given to several of the muscles, on account of their ser-
ving to withdraw, open, or pull back the parts to which
they belong.

" ABEL, second son of Adam and Eve, was a shep-
herd. He offered to God some of the firstlings of his
flock, at the same time that his brother Cain offered
the fruits of the earth. God was pleased with Abel’s
oblation, but displeased with Cain’s ; which so exasper=
ated the latter, that he rose up against his brother and
killed him. These are the only circamstances Moses
relates of him ; though, were we to take notice of the
several particulars to which curiosity has given birth
on this occasion, they would run to a very great length.
But this will not be expected. Tt is remarkable, that
the Greek churches, who celebrate the feasts of every
other patriarch and prophet, have not done the same
honour to Abel. His name is not to be found in any
catalogue of saints or martyrs till the roth century;
nor even in the new Roman martyrology. However he
is prayed to, with some other saints, in several Roman
litanies said for persons who lie at the point of death.

Aper-Keramim, ox Vinearum, beyond Jordan, in the
country of the Ammonites, where Jephthah defeated
them, seven miles distant from Philadelplia ; aboundin
ia vioes, and hence the name. It was also called déc/u.

ABEL-Meholah, the country of the prophet Elisha,
situated on this side Jordan, between the valley of Jez-
reel and the village Bethmael, in the plains of Jordan,
where the Midianites were defeated by Gideon. Judges
vil. 22.

ABeL Mizraim, (called also the Threshing-floor of
Atad), signifying the lamentation of the Egyptians ;
in allusion to the mourning for Jacob, Gen. 1. 3, 10,
11. Supposed to be near Hebron.

ABgL-Mosch, or Abelmusch, in Botany, the trivial
name of a species of the Hrsiscus.

ABEL-Sattim, er Sittim,a town in the plains of Moab,
to the north-east of the Dead sea, not far from Jordan,
where the Israelites committed fornication with the
daughters of Moab : So called, prebably, from the great
number of sittim trees there.

ABELARD, PETER, an eminent scholastic philo-
sopher of France, the son of Berenger, of noble des-
cent, was born at Palais near Nantes in Bretagne, in
the year 1079. Abelard had received from nature a
vigorous and active mind; but it was his lot to live at
a period, when logic, metaphysics, and polemic theo-

Cz2 1087 Y
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speculations and verbal subtleties occupied the ingenu-
ity of literary men, and distinguished talents for dispu-
tation led to honour and preferment. Devoted to let-
ters by his father’s appointment, and by his own incli-
nation, his literary attajnments could at this time onl
be exhibited in the field of scholastic philosophy ; and,
that he might be fitted for his destined caveer of life,
he was placed, after a previous course of grammatical
studies, under the tuition of Rosceline, a celebrated
metaphysician, and founder of the sect of the Nomi-
palists. Under the instructions of this able master, at
the early age of sixteen, he furnished himself with a
large store of scholastic knowledge, and acquired a
subtlety and quickness of thought, a fluency of speech,
and facility of expression, which were necessary quali-
fications in scholastic disputation,

Having spent some time in visiting the schools of se-
veral provinces, after the example of the ancient phi-
losophers who travelled in search of wisdom, in the
twentieth year of his age he fixed his residence in the
university of Paris, then the first seat of learning in
Europe. The master, William de Champeaux, was at
that time in high repute for his knowledge of philoso-
phy, and his skill in the dialectic art; to him he com-
mitted the direction of his studies, and was at first cou-
tented with receiving instruction from so eminént a
- preceptor. De Champeaux was proud of the talents
of his pupil, and admitted him to his friendship. But
the aspiring youth ventured to contradict the opinions
of his master, and in the pnblic school beld disputations
with him, in which be was frequently victorious. The
jealousy of the master and the vanity of the pupil na-
turally occasioned a speedy separation.

Elated by success, and confident of his own powers,
Abelard, without hesitation, at the age of twenty-two,
opened a public school of his own. ‘1 was young in-
deed,” says be; ¢ but confident of myself, my ambi-
_ tion had no bounds: I aspired to the dignity of a pro-
fessor, and only waited till I could fix on a proper
place to open my lectures.”” Melun, a town ten
leagues from Paris, where the court frequently resided,
was the place which he chose for this bold display of
his taleats. But it was not without considerable diffi-
culty that Abelard executed his plan; for De Cham-
peaux, who regarded him as a rival, openly employ-
ed all his interest against him. Abelard at length
prevailed, his school was opened, and his lectures were
attended by crowded and admiring auditories. Em-
boldened by this success, and perbaps stimulated by
unworthy resentment, Abelard resolved to maintain an
open contest with his master, and for this purpose re-
moved his school to Corbeil near Paris. The dispa-
tants frequently met in each other’s schools; and the
contest was supported on each side with great spirit,
amidst crowds of their respective scholars. The young
champion was in the end victorious, and his antagonist
was obliged to retire. :

Constant application and violent exertions had now
so far impaired Abelard’s bealth, that it was become
necessary for him to interrupt his labours ; and, with
the advice of his physician, he withdrew to his native
country. Two years afterwards, he returned to Cor-
beil, and found-that De Cbampeaux bad taken the mo-
pastic habit among the regular canons in the convent
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of 8t Victor; but that he still continued to teach rhie- 4pe1ard,
toric and logic, and to hold public disputations in the- ey

ology. Retarning to the charge, he renewed the con-
test, and his opponent was obliged to acknowledge
himself defeated ; and the scholars of De Champeaux
deserted him, and went over in crowds to Abelard.
Even the new professor, who had taken the former
school of De Champeaux, voluntarily surrendered the
chair to the young philosopher, andy requested to be
enrolled among bis disciples. A triumph so complete,
while it gratified the vanity of Abelard, could not fail
to provoke the resentment of his old master, who had
influence to obtain the appointment of 2 new professor,
and drive Abelard back to Melun. De Champeaux’s
motive for this violent proceeding was soon perceived';
even his friends were ashamed of his conduct ; and he
retired from the cohvent into the country. When A-
belard was informed of the flight of his adversary, he
returned towards Paris, and took a new station at the
abbey on Mount St Genevieve. His rival, the mew
professor, was unequal to the contest, and wag moon
deserted by his pupils, who flocked to the lectures of
Abelard. De Champeaux too returning to his mo-
nastery, renewed the struggle ; but so unsuccessfully,
that Abelard was again victorious.

During a short absence, in which Abelard visited
bis native place, De Champeaux was preferred to the
see of Chalons. The long and singular contest between
these philosophers terminated; and Abelard, perhaps
for want of a rival to stimulate his exertions, or possi-
bly through envy of the good fortune of his rival, de-
termined to exciange the study and profession of phi-
losophy for that of theology. He therefore quitted his
school at St Genevieve, and removed to Lacn, to be-
come a scholar of Anselm. From this celebrated ma-
ster he entertained high expectations ; but they were

‘soen disappointed. On attending his lectures, he found

that, though he possessed uncommoun fluency of lan-
guage, he left his auditors without instraction. * You
would have thought,” says Abelard, ¢ he was kindling

‘& fire, when instantly the whole house was filled with

smoke, in which not a single spark was visible: he
was a tree covered with a thick foliage, which pleased:
the distant eye; but on a nearer inspection, there
was no fruit to be found : I went up to this tree in full
expectation, but I saw that it was the fig-tree which the
Lord had cursed.” (Hist. Calamit.). Abelard gra-
dually retired from these unprofitable lectures, but
without offering offence either to the veteran professor,.
or his scholars. In conversation one of them asked
him, what he thought of the study of the Scriptures ?
Abelard replied, that he thought the explanation ef
them a task of no great difficulty ; and, to prove his
assertion, he undertook to give a comment, the next
day, upon any part of the Scriptures they should men-
tion. They hxed opon the beginning of the prophecy
of Ezekiel; and the next morning he explained the
passage in a theological lecture, which was heard with
admiration. For several successive days, the lectures
were at the request of the audience continued ; the
whole town pressed to hear them 3 and the name of
Abelard was echoed through the streets of Laon. An-
selm, jealous of the rising fame of this young theole-
gian, prohibited his lectures, under the pretence that
so young a lecturer might fall into mistakes, "hiﬁ;
wou
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ey~ whose ambition required a wider field than that of removing her from his house, and placing her in the w—y=——v

Laon, obeyed the probibition, and withdrew. He re-
turned to Paris, whither the fame of bis theological
talents had arrived before him, and opened his school
with his lectures on the prophecy of Ezekiel. His au-
ditors were delighted ; his school was crowded with
scholars ; and he united in his lectures the sciences of
theology and philosophy with so much success, that
multitudes repaired to his school from various parts of
France, from Spain, Italy, Germany, Flanders, and
Great Britain,

Hitherto Abelard bas appeared with high distinc-
tion, as an able disputant, and a popular preceptor:
we must now view him under a different character,
and, when nearly arrived at the sober age of forty,
see him, on a sudden, exchanging the school of philo-
sophy for tife bower of pleasure, and even disgracing
himself, as will too plainly appear in the sequel, by
forming and executing a deliberate plan for the seduc-
tion of female innocence. It happened that there was
at this time, resident in Paris, Heloise, the niece of
Fulbert, one of the canons of the cathedral church, a
lady about eiglteen years of age, of great personal
beauty, and highly celebrated for her literary attain-
ments. Abelard, whose vanity had been satiated with
fame, and the vigour of whose mind was now ener-
vated by repose, found himself inclined'to listen to the
voice olypassion. He beheld with ardent admiration
the lovely Heloise, and confident that his personal at-
tractions were still irresistible, he determined to capti-
vate her affections. Fulbert,, who doubtless thought
himself honoured by the visits- of so eminent a scholar
and philosopher, received him into his house as a learn-
ed friend. He was soon afterwards prevailed upon
Ly a handsome payment which Abelard offered for his
board, to admit him into his family ; and, apprehend-
ing no hazard from a man of Abelard’s age and pro-
fession, confidentially requested him to undertake the
instruction of Heloise. Abelard accepted the trust,
but, as it seems, without any other intention than to
betray it. The hours of instruction were employed in
other lessons than those of learning and philosophy ;
and to such a master as Abelard, it was not surprising
that Heloise was an apt scholar. Fulbert’s respectful
opinion- of the philosopher, and his partiality for his
niece, long concealed from him an amour, which was
become the subject of general conversation. At length
the discovery burst upon him like a clap of thunder.
Upon discovering her pregnancy, it was thought ne-
cessary for her to quit her uncle’s house, and Abelard
conveyed her to Bretagne, where his sister was pre-
pared to receive them. Here Heloise was delivered of
a son, to whom they gave the whimsical name of Astro-
labus.  Abelard, upon the birth of the child, pro-
posed to Fulbert to marry his niece, provided the mar-
riage might be kept secret : Fulbert consented, and
Abelard returned to Bretagne to fulfil his engagement.
Heloise, partly out of regard to the honour of Abe-
Jard, whose profession bound him to celibacy, and
partly from a romantic notion that love like hera ought
not to submit to ordinary restraints, at first gave Abe-
lard a peremptory refusal. He, however, at last pre-
vailed, and they were privately married at Paris. He-
loise from this time met.with severe treatment from

abbey of Benedictine nuns, in which she had been
educated. Fulbert concluded, perhaps not without
reason, that Abelard had taken this step, in order to
rid himself of an incumbrance which obstructed his fu-
ture prospects. Deep resentment took possession of his
soul, and he meditated revenge. He employed seve-
ral ruffians to enter bis chamber by night, and inflict
upon his person a disgraceful and cruel mutilation.
The deed was perpetrated-; the ruffians were taken,
and suffered, according to the Lex Talionis, the pu-
nishment they bad inflicted ; and Fulbert, for his sa-
vage revenge, was deprived of bis benefice, and his
goods were confiseated. Unable to support his morti-
fying reflections, Abelard resolved to retire to a con-
vent. At the same time he formed the selfish resolue
tion, .that, sinte Heloise could no longer be lis, she
shou!d never be another’s, and ungenerously demanded
from her a promise to devote herself to-religion ; and
even insisted .upon her taking the holy vow before him;
suspeeting, as it seems, that if he first engaged himself,
she might violate her promise, and return to the world ;
a circumstance, with which she afterwards thus ten-
derly reproached him: * In that one instance, 1 con-
fess, your mistrust of me tore my heart; Abelard, I
blushed for you.” Heloise submitted to the harsh in-
junction, professcd herself in the abbey of Argenteuil, .
and receiving the religious babit, exclaimed in the -
words of Cornelia:

O maxime conjux!

O thalamis indigne meis! hoc juris habebat

In tantum fortuna caput 2 cur impia nupsi,

S¥ miserum factura fus 3 nunc accipe penas,

Sed quas sponte luam. Lucaw -
¢ Ah! my once greatest lord! Ah! cruel hour! .

Is thy victorious head in Fortune’s power !

Since miseries my baneful love pursue;-.

Why did I wed thee, only to undo!

But see, to death my willing neck I bow; -

Atone the angry gods by-one kind blow.”" Rowx: .

A few days after Heloise had taken hér vows, Abe-
lard assumed the monastic habit in the abbey of St De«
nys, determined us it seems to forget,. in hope of being
forgotten by the world. However, his admirers and
scholars in pﬁris were unwilling that the world should
lose the benefit of his labours, and sent deputies to en-
treat him to return to his sohoel. Aftér some delibe-
ration, he again yielded to the call of ambition; and
at a small village in the country, he resumed his lec-
tures, and soon found himself surrounded with a nume- -
rous train of scholars. The revival of bis popularity
renewed the jealousy of other professors, who .took the
first opportunity of bringing him uader ecclesiastical
censure. A treatise which he published at this time,
entitled,. ¢ The Theology of Abelard,” was supposed
to contain some heretical tenets. A synod was called at .
Soissons in the year 1121 ; the work was condemned
to be burnt, and Abelard was commanded to throw it
into the flames. After being involved in othér con-
troversies, new charges were brought against him, and .
he fled to the convent of St Ayoul at Provins in Cham-

agne, the prior of which. was his intimate friend.
he place of his retreat was soon discovered, and'
threata.
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_Abelard. threats and persuasions were in vain employed to recal Et abbatissa prima, Heloisa, Abeland
‘e’ him : at last he obtained permission to retire to some Olim studsis, ingento, snfoustis nuptis ‘J
solitary retreat, on condition that he should never ugain Et paenitentia, Abelians.
become a member of a convent. ‘ Nunc eterna, ut speramus, felicitate,
The spot which he chose was a vale in the forest Conguncts.

of Champagne, near Nogent opon the Seine. Here
Abelard, in 1122, erected a small oratory, which he
dedicated to the Trinity, and which he afterwards en-
larged, and consecrated to the Third Person, the Com-
forter, or Paraclete. Here he was soon discovered,
and followed by a train of scholars. A rustic college
arose in the forest, and the number of his pupils soon
increased to six bundred. Jealousy again provoked the
exertions of his enemies, and he was meditating his es-
cape, when, through the interest of the duke of Bre-
tagne, and with the consent of the abbot of St Denys,
. he was elected superior of the monastery of 8t Gildas,
.in the diocese of Vannes, where, though not without
frequent and grievous vexations, he remained several
€ears.

About this time, Suger the abbot of St Denys, on
the plea of an ancient right, obtained a graut for an-
nexing the convent of Argenteuil, of which Heloise
was now prioress, to St Denys, and the nuns, who
were accused of 'irregular practices, were dispersed.
Abelard, informed of tﬁe distressed situation of Heloise,
invited her, with Ler companions, eight in number, to
take possession of the Paraclete.

It was during Abelard’s residence at St Gildas, that
the interesting correspondence passed between him and
Heloise, which is still extant. The letters of Heloise,
in this correspondence, abound with proofs of genius,
learning, and taste, which might have graced a better
age. It is upon these letters that Mr Pope has formed
his ¢ Epistle from Eloisa to Abelard ;" a piece which
is entitled to the highest praise for its poetical merit,
but which deviates in many particulars from the ge-
nuine charzcter and story of Heloise, and culpably vio-
lates moral propriety. Here, too, Abelard probably
wrote his * Theology,” which again subjected him to
persecution. His opinions were pronounced heretical
by a council ; and although he appealed to Rome, the
judgment of the council was confirmed by the pope;
and he was sentenced, unheard, to perpetual silence and
imprisonment. By the interposition of some friends,
however, and by a submissive apology, he obtained his
pardon, with permission to end his days in the mona-
stery of Clani.

At Clani he was retired, studious, and devout. The
monks of the convent importuned him to resume the
business of instruction. In a few occasional efforts he
complied with their solicitation ; and his lectures were
heard with undiminished applause. But his health and
spirits were much enfeebled, and gradually declined
till he died in the 6]:9,16 year of his age, A. D. 1142. His
body was sent to Heloise to be interred in the convent
of the Paraclete. Heloise survived her husband 21
years, a pattern of conjugal affection and monastic vir-
tue ; aud was boried in the same grave, as appears by
the following epitaph :

Hic
Sub eodem marmore, yacent
Huyjus Monastersi

Conditor, Petrus Abelardus,

Petrus obist 21 Aprilis 114a.
Heloisa 17 Maii 1163,

Tire amour, which bas given Abelard so much cele-
brity, will remain an eternal blot upon his memory.
It was not a juvenile indiscretion of which Abelard
was guilty, but according to his own confession, the
seduction of innocence, §oliberately planned, and re-
solutely executed. It was accompanied with breach
of confidence, violation of duty, and degradation of
character. Except in the grant of the Paraclete as an
asylum to Heloise and her sisterhood, an uniform self-
ishness appears in Abelard’s conduct. In Heloise, the
criminality, though not obliterated, was palliated by
youthful ardour and inexperience ; and extreme sensi-
bility, romantic attachment, noble generosity, and dis-
interested invincible constancy, united to throw a veil
over boman frailty. Considered apart from this dis-
ﬁmﬁd affair, Abelard appears with more advantage.

is writings, indeed, will not give the reader a high
idea of his genius or taste : but it cannot be question-
ed, that the man who could foil the first masters of the
age at the weapons of logic, could draw round him
crowded and admiring auditors, and could collect
scholars from different provinces and countries where-
ever he chose to form a school, must bave possessed ex-
traordinary talents. Had his love of truth been equal
to bis thirst of fame, and had bis courage in adhering to
bis principles been equal to his ingenuity in defending
them, his sufferings and persecutions might have ex-
cited more regret, and his title to honourable remem-
brance would have been better established. Upon the
whole, of Abelard it may perbaps with trath be said,
that he was too vain to he truly great, and too selfish to
be eminently good, and that his character is rather
adapted to excite admiration than to command respect.

His principal works, written in Latin, are, * An

"Address to the Paraclete on the Study of the Scrip-

tures ; Problems and Solutions ; Sermons on the Festi-
vals; A Treatise against Heresies ; An Exposition of
the Lord’s Prayer; A Commentary on the Romans;
A System of Theology; and his Letters to Heloise
and to others.” (Gen. Biog.).

ABEL TREE, or ABELE TREE, an obsolete name
for a species of the poplar. See PoruLus, Borany
Index.

ABELIANS, ABEOLITES, or ABELONIANS, in
church history, a sect of heretics mentioned by St Au-
stin, which arose in the diocese of Hippo in Africa,
and is supposed to have begun in the reign of Arca-
dius, and ended in that of Theodosius. Indeed it was
not calculated for being of any long continuance.
Those of this sect regulated marriage after the example
‘of Abel; who, they pretended, was married, but died
witbout ever baving known his wife. They therefore
allowed each man to marry one woman, but enjoined
them to live in continence 5 and, to keep up the sect,
when a man and woman entered into this society, they
adopted a boy and a girl, who were to iuherit their
goods, and to marry upoh the same terms of not be-

getting
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getting children, but of adopting two of dillerent
sexes.

ABELLA, anciently a town of Campania, near the
river Clanius. The inhabitants were called Abellani,
and said to have been a colony of Chalcidians. The
nux Avellana, called also Prenestina, or the hazcl nut,
takes its name from this town, according to Macrobius.
Now Avella.

ABELLINUM, anciently a town of the Hirpini,
a people of Apulia; distant about a mile from the ri-
valet Sabatto, between Beneventum und Salernum.
Pliny calls the inhabitants Abellinates, with the epithet
Protopi, to distinguish them from the Abellinates Marsi.
Now Avellino. E. Long. 15. 20, N. Lat. 21. 0.

ABEN EzrA, ABRAHAM, a celebrated rabbi, bora
at Toledo in Spain, called by the Jews, T'he wise, great,
and admirable Doctor, was a very able interpreter of
the Holy Scriptures ; and was well skilled in grammar,
poetry, philosophy, astronomy, and medicine. He was
also a perfect master of the Arabic. His principal
work is, ¢ Commeuntaries on the Old Testament,” which
is much esteemed : these are printed in Bomberg’s and
Buxtorf’s Hebrew Bibles. His style is clear, elegant,
concise, and much like that of the Holy Scriptures :
he almost always adheres to the literal sense, and every-
where gives proofs of his genius and good sense; be,
however, advances some erroneous sentiments. The
scarcest of all his books is entitled * Jesud Mora ;"
which is a theological work, intended as an exhortation
to the study of the Talmud. He also wrote Elegantic
Grammatice, printed in octavo at Veniee in 1548. He
died in 1174, aged 75.

ABen MELLER, a learned rabbin, who wrote a com-
mentary on the Old Testament in Hebrew, entitled,
“ Ther{’erfection of Beauty.”” This rabbin generally
followa the grammatical sense and the opinions of Kim-
chi. The best edition is that of Holland.

ABENAS, a town of France, in the department of
Ardesche ; and upon a river of the same name, at the
foot of the Cevennes. E. Long. 4. 20. N. Lat. 44. 37.

ABENEL GAuBY, a fixed star of the second or
third magnitude, in the south scale of the constellation
LiBRA.

ABENSPERG, a small town of Germany, in the
kingdom of Bavaria, and in the government of Mu-
nich. It is seated on the river Abentz, near the Da-
nube. E. Long. 11. 38. N. Lat. 48. 45.

ABERAVON, a borough town of Glamorganshire
in Wales, governed by a portreeve. It had a market,
which is now discontinued. The vicarage is discharged,
and is worth 45l. clear yearly value. It is seated at
the mouth of the river Avon, 194 miles west of Lon-
don. W. Loog. 3. 35. N. Lat. 51. 40,

ABERBROTHICK, or ARBROATH, one of the
royal boroughs of Scotland, situated in the county of
Angus, sbout 40 miles N. N. E. of Edinburgh, in
W. Long. 2. 29. and N. Lat. 56. 36. It is seated
on the discharge of the little river Brothic into the
sea, as the name imports, dber in the British implying
such a sitvation. It is & small but flourishing place,
well built, and still increasing. Tbe town has been in
an improving state for the last forty years, and the
pumber of inbabitants greatly augmented ; which is
owing to the introduction of manufactures, The po-
pulation in 1801 was above 7000. The inhabitants
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consist chiefly of weavers of coaree brown linens, and
some sail-cloth ; others are employed in making white
aud coloured threads: the remainder are either en-
gaged in the shipping of the place, or in the necessary
and common mecbanic trades. The brown linens, or
osnaburgs, were manufactured here before any encou-
ragement was given by governmest, or the linen com-
pany erected at Edinburgh. It appears from the books
of the stamp-office in this town, that seven or eight
bundred thousand yards are annually made in the place,
and a small district round. Besides this export and
that of thread, much barley and some wheat is sent
abroad. The foreign imports are flax, flax-seed, and
timber, from the Baltic. The coasting trade consists
of coals from Borrowstounn:ss, and lime from Lord
Elgin’s kilus in Fife. At this place, in default of a
natural barbour, a tolerable artificial one of piers has
been formed, where, at spring tides, which rise here fif-
teen feet, ships of two hundred tons can come, and of
eighty at neap tides; but they must lie dry at low wa-
ter. This port is of great antiquity : there is an agree-
ment yet extant between the abbot and the burghers of
Aberbrothick, in 1194, concerning the making of the
harbour. Both parties were bound te contribute their
proportions ; but the largest fell to the share of the
former, for which he was to receive an annual tax pay-
able out of every rood of land lying within the bo-
rough. The glory of this place was the abbey, whose
very ruins give some idea of its former magnificence.
It was founded by William the Lion in 1 175:) and de-
dicated to our celebrated primate Thomas 2 Becket.
The founder was buried there; but there are no re-
mains of his tomb, or any other, excepting that of a
monk of the name of Alexander Nicol. The monks
were of the Tyronensian order; and were first brought
from Kelso, whose abbot declared those of this place,
on the first institution, to be free from his jurisdiction.
The last abbot was the famous Cardinal Beaton, at the
same time archbishop of St Andrew’s, and, before his
death, as great and absolute here as Wolsey was in
England. Kiog John, the English monarch, granted
this monastery most uncommon privileges ; for, by
charter under the great seal, he exempted it & teloniis ct
consuctudine in every part of England, except London.
At Aberbrothick is a chalybeate water, similar to those
of Peterhead and Glendye.

ABEBRCONWAY, or Coxway, in Caernarvon-
shire, North Wales ; so called from its situation at the
mouth of the river Conway. It is a handsome town,
pjeasantly situated on the side of a hill, and has many
conveniencies for trade ; notwithstanding which it is
the poorest town in the county. It was built by Ed-
ward I. and bad not only walls, but a strong castle,
which is now in ruins. ere is an inscription on the
tomb of one Nicholas Hooks, importing that he was
the one-and-forticth child of his father, and had twen-
ty-seven children himself. It is 229 miles from Lon-
don. W. Long. 3. 47. N. Lat. 53. 20.

ABERCROMBY, TuE HONOURABLE ALEXAN-
DER (Lord Ahercromby), a judge in the courts of ses-
sion and justiciary in 8cetland, was the youngest son of
George Abercromby, of Tullibody, Esq. of a respec-
table family in Clackmannanshire, and was born on
the rgth October 1745. Mr Abercromby was earl

destined for the profession of the law, and with this .

view-
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Abercrom. View be was educated at the university of Edioburgh, editions of these works, which renders it unnecessary apercrom.

"by.  where he passed through the requisite course of lan- to point out those rs of which Me Abercromb by.
\e=—y—— guages, philosophy, and law, and was admitted ndvo- was the author. pepe y '—’v"-'

‘tate in the year 1966 : but neither during the time of
his education, or for some years after he entered his
professional career, did he give much promise of

those eminent abilities and that assiduous application -

which afterwards distinguished him as a pleader and
a judge. The vivacity of his disposition, and the
sprightliness of his manners, led him to prefer the
gayer amusements of life, and the society of men of
-fashion and pleasure, to-the arduous prosecution of phi-
losophical stodies, and to the less inviting and more
barren paths of legal disquisitions. When, however,
eitber during his academical course, or the first years
‘of his practice at the bar, occasions required the exer-
tion of his talents, the quickness of his perception, and
the acuteness and strength of his understanding, enabled
him to display such powers of attention and applica-
tion to business as are ‘s¢ldom acquired but by regular
and uniform habits of industry, and by the force of
constant application. But, to attain that distinction
‘and eminence to which he aspired, and to secure that
independence which the patrimony of a younger son
‘of a family, more respectable than opulent, could not
afford him, he found it necessary to withdraw from
‘those scenes of amusement and pleasure, and to seclade
‘himself from that society which his gaiety and agree-
‘able manners had enlivened and entertained, and to
‘think seriously of applying to the labours of his profes-
-sion. With much credit to himself, and with undimi-
nished vigour of mind, he threw off the character of
‘the man of fashion, and devoting his time and talents
to the toilsome detail of business as‘a lawyer, by his
successful efforts he-soon gave solid proofs of the di-
‘stinguished abilities which he possessed. About this
time, he was engaged as counsel in a cause in which
public curiosity and opinion were mach interested and
‘divided. This cause, which was of a very intricate
-nature, afforded an opportunity of making a more emi-
‘nent display of his professional talents. By a speech
which he delivered on this occasion, conspicuous for
accurate discrimination, strength of argument, and im-
‘pressive eloquence, he gave a favourable presage of his
‘future celebrity. The marks- of approbation which he
now received probably taught him to appreciate those
talents which had hitherto remained concealed or un-
employed, and encouraged him to- ea]l them forth into
‘exertion.
In 1780, Mr Abercromby resigned the office of
“sheriff depute of Stirlingshire, which he had held for
several years, and-accepted of that of depute-advocate,
-with the hope of extending his employment in the line
of his profession. In this step he was not disappoint-
‘ed 3 for his reputation and business rapidly increased,
and soon raised him to the first rank ef lawyers at the
‘Scotch bar. In the midst of the laborious duties of
his profession, Mr Abercromby did not entirely pre-
‘clude himself from indulging 10 the elegant amuse-
ments of polite literature. He was one -of that so-
‘ciety who set on foot two periodical papers, the Mirror
-and Lounger, published at Edinburgh ; the former in
1779, and the latter in 1785. To the Mirror he con-
“tributed ten papers, and-to-the Lounger nine. The
‘names of the authors have'been published in the late

In May 1792, he was appointed one of the judges
of the court of session, and in December following he
was called to a seat in the court of justiciary. Lord
Abercromby continued to discharge the arduous du-
ties of these important offices till summer 1795, when
he was seized with a pectoral complaint, of which he
died on the 17th November the same year, at Ex.
mouth in Devonshire, where he had gone for the reco-
‘very of his health.

As a lawyer, Lord Abercromby had acquired great
rcputation. His papers on law-cases were distinguish-
ed for precision and perspicuity. His speeches were
elegant, animated, and eloquent.  With the most pa-
thetic feeling he pled the cause of the unfortunate
while he could assume the severe tene of virtuous in-
dignation in rebuking injustice and oppression. With
such qualifications, added to the strictest attention and
punctuality, he could not fail to become an able and
respectuble judge. In this high station, his deport-
ment was grave, dignified, and decided. His elocution
was solemn and deliberate 5 and his opinions, delivered
in this manner, had an impressive effect. Avoiding
a detail of circumstances, and never arguing the cause
a3 a lawyer, he pronounced with brevity and precision
the opinion of @ judge drawn from its striking and pro-
minent features. His only writings are the papers in
the periodical pablications already alluded to. They
are marked by an easy turn of expression, manly and
virtuous sentiments, and, when the subject required it,
l;lz delicate irony -or unaflected tenderness. (Pid.
Trans. Edin.).

ABERCROMBY, Sir Ralph, knight of the Bath,
-and a lieutenant-general in the British army, an elder
brother of the preceding, was born in the year 1738.
‘Being destined for the army, he obtained, in May
1756, & cornet’s commission in the 2d dragoon guards ;
-and rose, April 24. 1762, to the rank of a captain in
the 3d regiment of horse.  Ascending through the in-
termediate gradations of rank, he was appointed, No-
vember 3. 1781, to the colonelcy of the 103d infan.
‘try. September 28. 178;‘,1 he was promoted to the
Tank of major-general. November 5. 1795, he ob-
tained the command of the 7th regiment of dragoons.
Having been neatly 40 years in the army, having
'served with honour i1n two wars, and being estecemed
-one of the ablest, coolest, and most intrepid officers in
‘the whole British forces, he was employed on the con-
tinent under bis royal highness the duke of York, in
‘the commencement of the present war. In the action
on the heights of Cateau, he commanded the advanced
guard ; and was wounded at Nimeguen. He con-
ducted the march of the guards from Deventer to Ol-
densaal, in the retreat of the British out of Holland, in
the winter of 1794-5. In August 1995, he was ap-
pointed to succeed Sir Charles Grey, as commander in
chief of the British forces in the West Indies. March
.24, 1796, Grenada was suddenly attacked and taken
by a detachment of the army under his orders. He
afterwards obtained possession of the settlements of De.
marara and Issequibo, in South America. St Lucia
was next taken by more difficult exertions, in which
-the ability of this eminent commander was signally dis-

played.
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ded to the British conquests. Trinidad, in February

== 1997, shared the same fate. He returned the sume

year to Europe, and, in reward for such important ser-
vices, was invested with the red ribbon, appointed to
the command of the regiment of Scots Greys, entrust-
ed with the governments of the Isle of Wigtlit, Fort
George, and Fort Augustus, and raised to the high mi-
litary rank of lieutenant-general. He held, for a
time, the chief command of the forces in Ireland. In
that command, he laboured to maintain the discipline
of the army, to suppress the rising rebellion, and tv
protect the people from military oppression, with a care
worthy alike of the great general and the enlightened
and beneficent statesman. From that station he was
called to the chief command of the forces in Scotland.
His cdnduct in this distinguished appointment gave
universal satisfaction. When the great enterprise
agninst Holland was resolved upon, gir Ralph Aber-
cromby was called again to command, under his royal
highness the duke of York. The difficulties of the
ground, the inclemency of the season, delays, though
inconvenient, yet unavoidable, the disorderly move-
ments of the Russians, and the timid duplicity of the
Dautch, disappointed our hopes of that expedition.
But, by the Dutch, the French, the British, it was
confessed, that even victory, the most decisive, could
# met have more conspicuously proved the talents of - this
illustrious officer. His country applauded the choice,
when be was sent with an army to dispossess the French
of Egypt. His experience in Holland and Flanders,
and in the climate of the West Indies particularly, fit-
ted him for this new command. He accomplished
some of the first duties of a general, in carrying his ar-
my in health, in spirits, and with the requisite intelli-
nce and supplies, to the destined scene of action.

e landing, the first dispositions, the attacks, and the
courage opposed to attack, the spirit with which his
army appears to have been by confidence in their lead-
er inspired, the extraordinary superiority which the
British infantry under his command evinced to that
which was thought the bravest and best disciplined in-
fantry in the world, demonstrate that all the best
oalities of the greatest commanders were in Sir
ghlph Abercromby united—that they were all sum-
moned forth into activity in the glorious achieve-
ments amid which he fell.—In his private character he
was modest, disinterested, benevolent, and honourable.
General Lord Hutchinson, who succeeded him in the
command, in the dispatches with the account of bis
death, has given a fine eulogiom on his character as a
soldier, and strongly expressive of the high estimation in
which he was held by the army.—“We have sustain-
ed an irreparable loss in the person of our never suffi-
ciently to be lamented 'commander in chief, Sir Ralph
Abercromby, who was mortally wounded in the ac-
tion, and died on the 28th of March. I believe he
was wounded early, but he concealed his situation from
those about him, and continued in the field, giving his
orders with that coolness and perspicuity which had
ever marked his character, till long after the action
was over, when he fainted through weakness and loss
of blood. Were it permitted for a soldier to regret
any ane who has fallen in the service of his country,
I might be excused for lamenting him more than any

Vou. L. Part I. ,
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other person ; but it is some consolation to those who Abercron-

tenderly loved him, that, as his life was honourable, so

was his deuth glorious. His memory will be recc, ded Aberdeen.
in the aonals of his country—will be sacred to every “—v——

British soldier—and embalmed in the recollection of a
grateful posterity.” His remains were conveyed on
board Admiral Lord Keith's flag ship to Malta, attend.
ed by Colonel Sir Jobn Dyer, and were interred in the
commandery of the grand master, with the highest
military honours,

A monument to his memory, to be erected in St
Paul’s church, London, at the public expence, was vo-
ted by the house of commons. His widow has been
created a peeress, and a pension of 2003l. a-year for

“ber and three lives settled on the family. ( Gent. Mag.).

ABERDEEN, the name of two cities in Scotland,
called the O/d and New Town, situated on the German
ocean, in W. Long. 2. 8. and N. Lat. §7. 8.

ABERDEEN, Old, is a place of great antiquity.
According to tradition, it was of note in the reign of
Gregory, who conferred on it some privileges ubout
the year 893. In 1004, Malcolm 1l. founded-a bi-
shopric at a place called Mortlich in Banflchire, in
memory of a signal victory which he there  gained over
the Danes ; which bishopric was translated to Old A-
berdeen by David L. ; and in 1163, the then bishop of
Aberdeen obtained a new charter from Malcolm 1V.
There is extant a charter of Alexander 11. by which,
in 1219, the king graats to Aberdeen the same privi-
leges he bad granted to his town of Peyth. v

The Old Towa lies about a mile to the north of the
New, at the mouth of the river Don, over which is a
fine Gothic bridge, of a single arch, greatly admired,
which rests on a rock on each side. This arch,
said to have been built by a bishop of Aberdeen about
the year 1290, is 67 feet wide at the bottem, and 34%
feet bhigh above the surface of the river, which at ebb
tide is here 19 feet deep. The Old Lown was former-
ly the seat of the bishop, and had a large cathedral com-

“monly called St Mackar’s. Two very antique spires,
and one aisle, which is used as a church, are now the -

only remains of it. The bishopric was founded in the
time of David I. as above mentioned. The cathedral
had anciently two rows of atone pillars across the
church, and three turrets ; the steeple, which was the
largest of these turrets, rested upon an arch, supported
by four pillars. In this catbedral there was a fine Ji-
brary ; but about the year 1560, it was almost totally
destroyed. But the capital building is the King’s Col-
lege on the south side of the town, which is a Jarge and
stately fabric. It is built in form of a square, with cloi-
sters on the south side. The chapel is very 1uinous with-
in ; but there still remains some wood work of exquisite
workmansbip. This was preserved by the spirit of the
principal at the time of the Reformation, who armed
his people and checked the blind zeal of the barons of
the Mearns ; who, after stripping the cathedral of its
roof, and robbing it of the bells, were going to violate
this seat of learning. They shipped their sacrilegious
booty, with an intention of exposing it to sale in Hol-
land: but the vessel had scarcely gone out of port,
when it perished in a storm with all its ill-gained lad-
ing. The steeple is vaulted with a double croes arch ;
above which is an imperial crown, supported by eight

stone pillars, and closed with a globe and two gilded
D crosses,



A B E [ 26 ] A B E -

Aberdeen. crosses. In the year 1631 this stecple was thrown The larbour was long a great detriment to its trade, Apendeen.
‘—e—y=——' down by 2 storm, but wae soon after rebuilt in a more and occasioned the loss of many lives and much pro- ‘e

stately form. This college was founded in 1494, by
William Elphinston bishop of this place, lord chancel-
lor of Scotland in the reign of James IIL. and lord
privy seal in that of James 1V. But James IV, claim-
ed the patronage of it, and it has since been called the
King's College. The number of students in 1816-1%
was 187. 'This college, and the Marischal College in
the New Town, form one university, called the Uns-
versity of King Charles. The library is large, but
not remarkable for many ‘curiesities. Hector Boethius
was the first principal of the college ; and sent for from
Paris for that purpose, on an annual salary of forty
merks Scots, at thirteen pence each. The square tower
on the side of the college was built by contributions
from General Monk and the officers under him then
quartered at Aberdeen, for the reception of students ;
of which about & hundred attend the college, maay of
whom lodge in it.

ABERDEEN, New, is the capital of the shire of A-
berdeen. For extent, trade, and beauty, it greatly
exceeds any town in the north of Scotland. . It is built
on a hill or rising ground, and lies on a small bay
formed by the Dee, deep enough for a ship of 200 tons,
and above two miles in circumference.—The boildings
(which are of granite from the neighbeuring quarries)
are generally four stories high; and bave for the most
part, gardens behind them, which give it a beautiful
appearance. On the high street is a lazge church which
formerly belonged to the Franciscans, - This church
was begun by Bishop William Elphinston ; and finish-
ed by Gavin Danbar, bishop of Aberdeen, about the
1500, Bishop Dunbar is said likewise to have built
the bridge over the Dee, which cousists of seven
archcs. In the middle of Castle street is an octagon
building, with neat bas relievos of the kings of Scot-
land from James I. to James VII. The town-house
makes a gond figure, and has a handsome spire in the
centre. The grammar school is a low but neat build-
ing. Gordon's hospital is handsome ; in front is a good
statue of the founder : it maintains forty boys, who are
apprenticed at proper ages. The infirmary is a large
plain building, and sends out between eight and nine
hundred cured patients annually, Bnt the chief pub-
lic building in the New Town is the Marischal Col-
lege, founded by George Keith earl Marischal, in the
year 1§93 ; but since greatly augmented with addi-
tional buildings. In beth the Marischal and King’s
college the-languages, mathematics, natural philosophy,
divinity, 8c. are taught. The number of students in
the session of 1816-17 was 212, besides 10§ students
of divinity, alternately attending each university. The
convents in Aberdeen were, one of Mathurines or of
the order of the Trinity, founded by William the Lion,
who died in 1214 ; another of Dominicans, by Alex-
ander IL; a third of Observantines, a building of great
Jength in the middle of the city, founded by the citi-
zens and Mr Richard Vans, &c. ; aud a fourth of Car-
melites, or White Friars, founded by Philip de Arbuth-
not in 1 §40. .

Aberdeen, including the Old Town, is supposed to
eontain 25,000 inhabitants. Its trade is considerable,
but might be greatly extended by an attention to the
white fisheries,

perty. A stranger could never depend upon finding it
as be left it ; while vessels lay at anchor in the road till
the tide shoald make, they bave often been wrecked by
storms which suddenly arose. It was very narrow at
the moath, having the easterly rocky point of the
Grampian mountains on the south, and a flat blowing
sand on the north, extending along the coast for many
miles. By the easterly and north-east storms the sand
was driven in a long ridge across the harbour’s mouth,
and formed what was called the Jar. Upon this bur
the depth of water at low tide was semetimes not above
three feet. Clearing away the sand, thoogh but a par-
tial and temporary remedy, was a matter of great ex-
pence to the community. If it was cleared one week
8o a8 to- have five or six feet of water at ebb, a fresh
storm the next week undid all that had been done. The
town at last came to the resolation of erecting a strong
pier on the north side of the harbour. The pier ia
1200 feet in length, and gradually increases in thiok-
ness and height as it approaches to the sea, where the
head or rounding is 6o feet diameter at the base, and
the perpendicular elevation ic 38 feet. The whole is
built of granite, which is a very durable stone : many
of the outside stones are ubove three tons weight, with
hewn beds. It was built under the direction of Mr
Smeaton ; and other extensive improvements have since
been executed, the whole of which have cost about
120,000l. About 150 vessels belong to the port of
Aberdeen, whose aggregate burden amounts to 17,13«
tons, The principal exports are grain, fish, tbread,
hosiery, cotton and linen goods.

Aberdeen, like most of the other royal burghs of
Scotland, has long been encumbered by its debts. In
17809, the town debt was something less than 12,0001,

*but from various causes it had increased so rapidlf

since that period, that in 1819 it amounted to 232,74 5
108. The whole of the town revenues being insofficient
tp discharge the interest of this debt, the tressurer was
under the necessity in February 1817 of declaring the
burgh insolvent ; and in consequence of this step all
the burgh property, feu-duties, and funds, were made
over to trustees. The magistrates then in office, in
an address to their successors, published 1gth Septem-
ber 1817, ascribed the embarrassed state of the burgh
chiefly to the secrecy and concealment fostered by the
system of self-election, and to the want of some control
on the part of the citizens over the town’s affairs. The
election that followed not baving been regularly con-
ducted, was challenged by the burgesses, and set aside
by the Court of Session. It was now expected that
the magistracy would be restored by a poli election—
the mode sanctioned by precedent in such cases; but
the Privy Council issued a warrant in August 1818,
directing the persons who had been in office previous
to the irregular election, to meet and elect a new set
of magistrates. This proceeding excited great dissatis-
faction, not only because it appeared to be an infringe-
ment on the rights of the burgesses, but because it re-
called those very men to office by whose mismanage-
ment the affairs of the city had been hrought to a state
of insolvency, and most of whom had denounced the
gstem as-gernicious. The committee of the House of
ommons Which sat in 1819 on the subject of burgh
reform,
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reform, reported on the case of Aberdeen. From this
report, it appears that the town lands, which were for-
merly very extensive, had been alienated, with the re-
servation of very inadequate feu-duties. The fishings
of the Dee and Don, fow producing about 10,000l. a-
year, were alienated for an annual feo-duty of 27l. 7s.
3d. The lands belonging to charitable establishments,
of which the wagistrates were only trustees, had been
sold, and the proceeds applied to the city expenditure.
The amount due to the various charities when the
town became insolvent was about 80,000l. for which
the charities receive only four per cent. The sum of
129,000l. had been borrowed under an act of Parlia-
ment, for building wet and graving docks, but the
works were never executed. These, and other large
sums borrowed by the magistrates, appear to have been
dissipated in some ill-conducted plans of local improve-
ment, which have made very trifling returns ; and not
only the citizens were ignerant of the burdens which
were thus accumulating over their property, but very
few of the magistrates themselves seem to have fully
vuderstaod the state of the town’s affairs. A state-
ment, purporting to be an abstract of the town's affairs,
was annually exhibited to the burgesses at Michaelmas ;
but this appears rather to have been for the purpose of
deception than information ; for, in 1810, when the
town actually owed upwards of 140,000l. the whole
debt, according to the statement shewn to the burges-
ses, was only 6874l. 17s. 4d. The facts. brought to
light by the insolvency of Aberdeen, have roused the
burgesses of most of the large barghs in Scotland to
attempt some reform in the municipal goveroment.
‘Whether they shall succeed, may depend on circum-
stances; but it cannot be doubted that the existing
system bas a great tendency to encomrage.a wasteful
expendituse, <o xepress public spirit, and to create
jealousies between the magistrates and those whose
welfare it should be their study to promote.

From a round hill, at the west end of the city, flow
two springs, one of pure water, and the other of a
quality resembling the German Spa. The population
of Aberdeen in 1811 was 21,639. Aberdeen, with
Aberbrothick, Brechin, Montrose, and Inverbervy, re-
turas-one membher to parliament.

ABERDEENSHIRE, an extensive county in Scot-
lund, is bounded on the north and east by the German
ocean ; on the sauth by the counties of Kincardine,
Angus, and Perth ; and oo the west by Banff, Mur-
ray, and Inverness shires. It extends in length about

_ 85 miles, from south-west to north-east, and about 40

in breadth, from the mouth of the river Dee to where
it is bounded by the shire of Banff. Its extent in
square miles may be estimated at 1986. It compre-
hends the districts of Marr, Garioch, Aberdeen Pro-
per, and great part of Buchan. The district of Marr,
which may be considered as the centre of Scotland,
is wild, rugged, and mountainous ; some of the hills
rising with precipitous sides, to the height of 2000
feet above the level of the sea. The sides of the hills
are covered with extensive natural forests; in many
places impenetrable to human footsteps. Buchan is less
billy ; but very barren, bleak and inhospitable to the
view. The rest of the country is more fertile, having a
gradual descent from the central district eastward to the
sea. The coast is in general very bold and rocky.
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The Boilers or Bullers of Buchan, arrest the attention Aperdeen-

of all strangers, by their stupendous craggy precipices.
The soil, in so extensive a district, is as various as can
be well supposed. The state of agriculture in the in-
terior parishes of the county is very rude ; but the ex-
ample of many patriotic proprietors is producing won-
ders even in the most barren soils. Prejudices in hus-
bandry, when deeply rooted, are with difficulty over-
come ; but even these are yielding to » more regular
and modern system. A navigable canal, extending 18
miles, from the harbour of Aberdeen to Inverury, was
opened in 1807. It is 23 feet wide, by 3 feet g inches
deep; and is raised to the height of 168 feet above low
water mark by 17 locks. The principal rivers of
Aberdeenshire are, the Dee and Don, the Ythan, the
Ugie, and the Cruden. The Deveron also forms its
boundary with Banffshire for many. miles. All the
rivers have been long celebrated for the excellence
of the salmon with which they abound. The rents of
the fishings are estimated at 2480l. per annum, and
the produce at upwards of 10,000l. Besides the fish-
ings of the rivers, the sea coast of Aberdeenshire
abounds with all kinds of excellent fish;, and a num-
ber of fishing vessels are fitted out from the sea ports of
the county, particularly Peterhead and Fraserburgh.
Under the article of fisheries, we may mention the
celebrated peail fishing in the river Ythan. In this
river some pearls have been found, which sold singly
so high as 2. and 3l. With regard to mineralogy,
little wealth of that description has hitherto been found
in this county.” The granite quarries gre the most va-
luable articles. From those in the neighbourhood of
Abérdeen, 12,000 tons and upwards are annually ex-
ported to London, the value of which may be esti-
mated at about 8400l. There are several quarries in
the parish of Aberdour, which yield excellent mill-
stones. There is a quarry of blue slate wrought in the
parish of Culsalmond, and a vein of manganese in the
neighbourhood of Old Aberdeen. The county abounds
with limestone ; but, from the want of coal, it cannot
be wrought to much advantage, except near a sea port.
In Old Machar and Old Deer parishes, about §5,000
bolls of lime are annually burnt, valued at 27 sol. Some
kelp is made on the coast, the value of which must be
considerable. Plumbago, amethysts, emeralds, agates,
asbestos, talc, mica, schistus, and other curious minerals,
are found in many parts of the county. The principal
manufacture carried on in the county, is the knit-
ting of stockings and hose, in which all the women,
and most of the old men and boys, are employed the
greater part of the year. The other manufactures are
too trifling to deserve particular notice. Aberdeen-
shire contains three royal boroughs ; ABERDEEN, Kin-

" TORE, and INVERURY : and several large and bhand-

some towns ; as Peterhead, Fraserburgh, Huntly, and
Old Meldrum. It is divided into 85 parishes.

The following account of the population of Aber-
deenshire, at two different periods, is taken from the
Statist. Hist. of Scotland,

. Populati P i
Purices grnion Popion
1 i:zr:een, %Id, or Olld}lachar 4945 310'7
raeen ew, ncliu mg
Footdee or Fittie } 10785 16120
Aberdour 1397 1306

D2 Parishes.

shire,
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. P tion P tion . lution  Population
Parishes. l‘:.:‘; 55 in‘:‘;;ho—gt. Parishes. ’iorq §5-  im 1790—g8.

Aboyne 1695 1050 Peterculter 75 1002

§ Alford 990 663 Peterbead 2487 4100
Auchindore 839 590 Pitsligo 1224 1300
Auchterless 1264 126 70 Premnay 448 450
Belhelvie 1471 131 Rathen 1527 1730
Birse 1126 1300 Rayne 1131 11;3

10 Bourty 528 456 Rhyuie and Fissey 836 681
Cabrach o 700 Skene 1251 1233
Cairny 2690 2600 5 Slaing 12 1119
Chapel of Garioch 1351 103§ Strathdon 1750 1524
Clatt 559 32 5 Strichen 1158 1400

15 Clunie 994 85 Tarland 13c0 1050
Coldstone, Logie 1243 1132 Tarvas 2346 1690
Coul 751 266 -85 Tillynessle 33§ 412
Crathie and Braemarr 2671 2261 Tough 570 560
Crimond 765 91 Towie 656 550

20 Cruden 2549 202 Turreff 1897 - 2029
Culsalmond 810 745 Tyrie, 5§96 949
Cushnie,nowannexed to Leoche]l e 85 Udney 1322 139
Daviot 975§ 950
Deer, New 2313 2800 Total, 116,836 122,921

‘2§ Deer, Old 2813 3269 Population in 1811 - - - 135078
Drumblade 112§ 886 See ABERDEENSHIRE, SUPPLEMENT.

Drumoak 760 .692
Dyce 383 353 ABERDOUR, a small town in Fifeshire, Scotland,
Echt 1279 963 on the frith of Forth, about ten miles north-west of

30 Ellon 2523 1830 Edinborgh. In old times it belonged to the Viponts ;
Fintray 90§ 851 in 1126 it was transferred to the Mortimers by mar-
Forbes 456 370 riage, and afterwards to the Douglases. William, lord
Forgue 1802 1778 of Liddesdale, surnamed the Flower of Chivalry, in the
Foveran 1981 1230 reign of David II. by charter conveyed it to James

35 Fraserburgh 1683 2060 Douglas, ancestor of the present noble owner the earl

yvie 2528 3194 of Morton. Tbe monks of Inchcolm had a grant for a
Gartley 1328 1800 burial place bere from Allan de Mortimer, in the reign
Glass 1093 776 of Alexander III. The nuns, usually styled the Poor
Glenbucket 430 449 Clares, had a convent at this place.

40 Glenmuick, &c. 3270 3119 ABERFORD, & market town in the west riding of
Huatly 1900 3600 Yorksbhire, stands in a bottom ; and is about a mile in
Insch " 99§ 900 length, and pretty well built. It is near a Roman
Inverury 730 732 road, which is rawsed very high, and not far from the
Keig 499 47 river Cock ; between which and the town there is the

45 Keith-hall 3111 8 35 foundation of an old castle still visible. Itis 181 miles
Kemnay 643 611 north-by-west from London. W. Long. 3. 45. N.
Kildrummie 562 426 Lat. §5. 52.

Kincardine O*Niel 1706 207§ ABERGAVENNY, a large, populous, and flou-
King Edward 1352 1577  rishing town in Monmouthshire, seated at the conflu-

50 Kinnellar 398 43 ence of the rivers Usk and Gavenny. It bas a fine
Kinnethmont 791 30 bridge over the Usk, consisting of fifteen arches ; and
Kintore %3 812 being a great thoroughfare from the west part of Wales
Leochel, including Cushnie 3286 642 to Bath, Bristol, Gloucester, and other places, is well
Leslie 319 418 furnished with accommodation for travellers. It is

55 Logie Buchan 575 509 surrounded with a wall, and had once a castle. It car-
Longside 1979 1792 ries on a considerable trade in flannels, which are
Lonmay l6;4 1650 brought hither for sale from the other parts of the
Lumphanan 682 621 county. It is 142 miles distant from London. W.
Machar, New 1191 1030 Long. 3. N. Lat. §1. 47. Abergavenny appears to

60 Meldrum, Old 1603 1490 have been the Gibbansum of Antoninus, and the town
Methlick 1385 103§ of Usk his Burrium. Population 2815 in 1811.
Midmarr 979 945 ABERNETHY, JouN, an eminent dissenting mi-
Monqubhitter 997 1500 nister, was the son of Mr John Abernetby, a dissenting
Monymusk 100§ 1130 minister in Coleraine, and was born there on the

65 Newbills 959 1181 19th of October 1680. When about nine years of age

643 630 he was separated fiom his parents, his father being ob-

liged

Aberdeen.
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bernethy, liged to attend some public affairs in London ; and his Iigbt of the bird is more rapid, with respect to the .
:bem!io’n. mﬁther, to shelter herself from the mad fm:y of the flight of the 'shot.” In this wa; of considering tbom
——v==Irish rebels, retiring to Derry, a relation who had him matter, the flight of the bird represents the motion of

under his care, having no .opportunity of conveying
him to her, carried him to Scotland ; and thus he
escaped the hardships and dangers of the siege of Derry,
in which Mrs.Abernethy lost all her other children.
He afterwards studied at the university of Glasgow,
where he remained till he took the degree of master of
arts ; and, in 1908, he was chosen minister of a dis-
senting congregation at Aotrim, in which situation he
continued above 20 years. About the time of the Ban-
gorian controversy (for which see HoADLEY), a dis-
sension arose among his brethren in the ministry at
Belfast, on the subject of subscription to the Westmin-
ster Confession of Faith. In this contreversy he became
a leader on the negative side, and incurred the censure
of a general synod. The agitation of parties began to
be also felt among the members of his congregation.
Many of them deserted him; which induced him to
accept of an invitation to settle in Dublin, where his
preaching was much admired. Here he ceutinued for
ten years, respected and esteemed. But his labours
were terminated by a sudden attack of the gout in the
bead, to which he had been subject ; and he died in
December 1940, in the Goth year of his age. His
writings, as was his character, are distinguished for
candour, liberality, and manly sentiment. He published
a volume of sermons on the Divine Attributes ; after
his death a second volume was published by his friends;
and these were succeeded by four other volumes on
different subjects : all of which have been greatly ad-
mired. i

ABERNETHY, a small town in Strathern, a district
of Perthshire in Scotland, situated on the river Tay, a
little above the mouth of the Erne. It is said to have
been the seat of the Pictish kings ; and was afterwards
the see of an archbishop, which was afterwards trans-
ferred to St Andrew’s. In the churchyard of Aber-
nethy, there is a tower of singular construction. It is
of a circular form, is 74 feet in height, and 48 feet in
circumference. The tower at Brechin is the only one
of a similar structure in Scotland. The researches of
the antiquarian have hitherto failed in discovering the
uses of these insulated buildings. It bhas been sup-
posed that they are of Pictish origin, and that they
were intended as places of confinement for religious
devotees in performing penance, and hence they have
been denominated towers of repentance. Population
1635 in 1811,

ABERRATION, in Astronomy, an apparent mo-
tion of the celestial bodies, produced by the progressive
mr:t.ion of light, and the earth’s annual motion in her
orbit. "

This effect may be explained and familiarized by
the motion of a fine parallel to itself, much after the
manner that the composition-and resolution of forces are
explained. -

M. de Maupertuis, in his ¢ Elements of Geography,”

ives a familiar and ingenions idea of the aberration,
1 this manner: * It is thus,” says he, “ concerning
the direction in which a gun must be poiuted to strike
8 bird in its flight : instead of pointing it straight to
the bird, the fowler will point a little before it, in the
path of its flight, and that se much the more as the

the earth, and the flight of the shot represents the mo-
tion of the ray of light. '

MrClairaut too, in the Mem. de I’Acad. des. Sciences
for the year 1746, illustrates this effect in a familiar
way, by supposiog drops of rain to fall rapidly and
quickly after each otber from a cloud, under which a
person moves with a very narrow tube ; in which case
it is evident that the tube must have a certain inclinae
tion, in order that a drop which enters at the top, may
fall freely through the axis of the tube, without touch-
ing the sides of 1t; which inclination must be more or
less according to the velocity of the drops in respect
to that of the tube ; then the angle made by the di-
rection of the tube and of the falling drops, is the aber-
ration arising from the combination of those two mo-
tions.

This discovery, which is one of the brightest that
bave been made in the present age, we owe to the ac-
curacy and ingenuity of the late Dr Bradley, astro-
nomer royal ; to which he was occasionally led by the
result of some observations which he had made with a
view to determine the annual parallax of the fixed stars,
or that which arises from the motion of the earth in its
annual orbit about the sun. .

The annual motion of the earth about the sun had
been much doubted, and warmly contested. The de-
fenders of that motion, among other proofs of the re-
ality of it, conceived the idea of adducing an incon-
testable one from the annual parallax of the fixed stars,
if the stars should be within such a distance, or if in-
struments and observations could be made with such ac.
curacy, as to render that parallax sensible. And witk
this view various attempts bave been made. Before the
observations of M. Picard, made in 1672, it was the
general opinion, that the stars did not change their po-
sition during the course of a year. Tycho Brabe and
Ricciolus fancied that they had assured themselves of it
from their observations; and from hence they concluded
that the earth did not move round the sun, and that
there was no annual parallax in the fixed stars. M. Pi-
card, in the account of his Poyage d* Uranibourg, made
in 1672, says that the pole star, at different times of .
the year, has certain variations, which he had observed
for about 10 years, and which amounted to about 4o”
a year: from whence some, who favoured the annual
motion of the earth, were led to conclude that these va-
riations were the effect of the parallax of the earth’s
orbit. Baut it was impossible to explain it by that pa-
rallax ; because this motion was in a manner contrary
to what onght to follow only from the motion of the
earth in her orbit. _

In 1674 Dr Hook published an acconnt of observa-
tions which he said be bad made in 1669, and by
which he bad found that the star 4 Draconis was 23”
more northerly in July than in October : observations
which, for the present, seemed to favour the opinion of
the earth’s motion, although it be now known that
there could not be any truth or accuracy in them.

Flamsteed having observed the pole star with his
mural quadrant, in 1680 and the following years, found
that its declination was 40" less in July than in De-
cember ; which observations, although very just, were

. yet
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Aberration. yet, however, improper for proving the annnal parallax 3
‘ammy==—t and he recommended the making of an instrument of

15 or 20 feet radius, to be firmly fixed on a strong
foundation, for deciding = doubt which was otherwise
not soon likely to be brought to a conclusion.
In this state of uncertainty and doubt, then, Dr
Bradley, in conjynction with Mr 8amuel Molineux,
-in the year 1725, formed the project of verifying, by
a series of new observations, those which Dr Hook had
communicated to the public almost 5o years before.
And as it was his attempt that chiefly gave rise to this,
#o it was his method in making the observations, in
some measure, that they followed ; for they made choice
of the same star, and their instrument was construcied
upon nearly the same principles: but bad it not great-
ly exceeded the former in exactness, they might still
have continued in t uncertainty as to the parallax
of the fixed stars. For this, and many other convenient
and useful astronomical instruments, philosophers are in-
debted to the ingenuity and accuracy of Mr Graham.

The success of the experiment evidently depending
so much on the accuracy of the instrument, this be-
came a leading object of consideration. Mr Moli-
neux’s apparatus then having been completed, and fit-
ted for observing, about the end of November 1725,
on the third day of December following, the bright
star in the bead of Praco, marked 4 by Bayer, was
for the first time observed, as it d near the zenith,
and its situation carefully taken with the instrument.
The like observations were made on the fifth, eleventh,
and twelfth days of the same month j and there ap-
pearing no material difference in the place of the star,
a farther repetition of them, at that season, seemed
needless, it being a time of the year in which no sen-
sible alteration of parallax, in this star, could soon be
expected. It wastherefore curiosity that chiefly urged
Dr Bradley, who was then at Kew, where the instru-
ment was hxed, to prepare for observing the star again
on the 17th of the same month ; when, baving adjust-
ed the instrument as usual, he perceived that it passed
u little more southerly this day than it had done before.
Not suspecting any other cause of this appearance, it
was ascribed to the uncertainty of the observations, and
that either this, or the foregoing, was not so exact as
bad been supposed. For which reason they proposed
to repeat the observation again, to determine from what
. canse this difference might proceed: and upon doing
it, on the 20th of December, the doctor found that the
star passed still more southerly than at the preceding
observation. This sensible alteration surprised them
the more, as it was the contrary way from what it
would have been, had it proceeded from an annual pa-
rallax of the star. But being now pretty well satisfied,
that it could not be entirely owing to the want of ac-
‘curacy in the observations, and gaving no notion of
any thing else that could cause such an apparent mo-
tion as this in the star ; they began to suspect that some
change in the materials or fabric of the instrument it-
self might bhave occasioned it. Under these uncer-
tainties they remained for some time ; but being at
length fully convinced, by several trials, of the great
exactness of the instrumeut ; and finding, by the gra-
dual increase of the star’s distance from the pole, that
there must be some regular cause that produced it ;
they took care fo examine very nicely, at the time of

3
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each observation, how much the variation was; till Abermtion.
about the beginning of March 1726, the star was found ‘“——y—’
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to be 20” more sountherly than at the time of the first
observation: it now indeed seemed to have arrived at
its utmost limit southward, as in several trials, made a-
bout this time, no sensible difference was observed in
its situation. By the middle of April it appeared to
be returning back again towards the north ; and abont
the beginning of Juse, it passed at the same distance
from the zenith, as it bad done in December, when it
was first observed.

From the quick alteration in the declination of the
star at this time, increasing about one second in three
days, it was conjectured that it would now proceed
northward, as it bad before gone southward, of its pre-
sent situation; and it happened accordingly ; for the
star continued to move northward till September fol-
Jowing, when it again became stationary; being then
near 29" more northerly than in June, and upwards of
39" more northerly tban it bad been in March. From
September the star again returned towards the south,
till, in December, it arrived at the same situation in
which it bad been observed twelve months before, al-
lowing for the difference of declination on account of
the precession of the equinox.

This was = sufficient proof that the instrument had
not been the cause of this apparent motion of the star ;
and yet it seemed difficult to devise one that shauld be
adequate to such an unusual effect. A nutation of the
earth’s axis was one of the first things that offered itself
on this occasion ; but it was soon found to be insufficient;
for though it might bave accounted for the change of
declination in ¥ Draconis, yet it would not at the same
time accord with the phenomena observed in the other
stars, particularly in a small one glmost oppgsite in right
ascension to ¢ Dracenis, and at abeut the same distance
from the north pole of the oquator : for though this star
seemed to move the same way, as a nutation of the
earth’s axis would have made it ; yet changing its de,
clination but about-balf as much as.oy Draconis in the
same time, as appeared on comparing the observations
of both made on the same days, at different seasons of
the year, this plainly proved that the apparent motion
of the star was not occasioned by a real nutation; for
bud this been the case, the alteration in both stars
would have been nearly equal.

The great regularity of the observations left no roem
to doubt, but that there was some uniform cause by
which thic unexpected meotion was produced, and
which did not depend on the uncertainty or variety of
the seasons of the year. Upon comparing the observa-
tions with each other, it was discovered that, in both
the stars above mentioned, the apparent difference of
declination fromethe maxima, was always nearly propor-
tional to the versed sine of the sun’s distance from the
equinoctial peints. This was an inducement to think
that the cause, whatever it was, had some relation to the
sun’s situation with respect to those poiuts. ' But not
being able to frame any hypothesis, sufficient to account
for all the phenomena, and being very desirous to
search a little farther inte this matter, Dr Bradley be-

'%;n to think of erecting an instrument for himself at

anstead ; that, baving it always at band, he might
with the more ease and certainty inquire into the laws
of this new motion. 'The consideration likewise of
being



A B E [ 31

Aberpation. being able, by another instrument, to confirm the truth
——y== of the observations hitherto made with that of Mr Mo-

lineux, was no small inducement to the undertaking ;
but the chicf of all was, the opportunity he should
thercby have of trying in what manner other stars
should be affected by the same cause, whatever it might
be. For Mr Molineux’s instrument being originally
designed for observing 4 Draconis, to try whether 1t
had any sensible parallax, it was so contrived, as to be
capable of but little alteration in its direction; not a-
bove seven or eight minutes of a degrec : and there be-
ing but few stars, within half that distance from the
zenith of Kew, bright enough to be well observed, he
could not, with his instrument, thoroughly examine
how this cause affected stars that were differently situ-
ated, with respect to the equinoctial and solstitial points
of the ecliptic.

‘These considerations determined him ; and by the
contrivance and direction of the same ingenious person,
Mr Graham, his instrument was fixed up the 1gth of
August 1727. As he had no convenient place where
he could make use of so long a telescope as Mr Moli-
neux’s, he contented himself with one of but little
more than half the length, namely of 12 feet and a half,
the other being 24 feet and a half long, judging from
the experience he bad already had, that this radius
would be long enough to adjust the instrument to a
sufficient degree of exactness: and he had no reason
afterwards to change his opinion 5 for by all his trials
he was very well salisfied, that when it was carefully
rectified, its situation might be securely depended on
to half a second. As the place where his instrument
was hung, in some measure determined its radius; so
did it also the length of the arc or limb, on which the
divisions were made, to adjust it: for the arc could.
not conveniently be extended farther, than to reach
to about 65 degrees on each side of the zenith. This
liowever was sofficient, as it gave him an opportunity
of making choice of several stars, very different both
in magnitude and situation ; there being more than two
handred, inserted in the British Catalogue, that might
be observed with it. He needed not indeed to have
extended the limb so far, but that he was willing to
take iu Capella, the only star of the first magnitude
that came so near his zenith. .

His instrument being fixed, he immediately began
te observe such stars as be judged most proper to give
him any light into the cause of the motion already

" mentioned. There was a sufficient variety of small
ones, and not less than twelve that he could observe
through all seasons of the year, as they were bright
enough to be seen in the day time, when nearesy the
sun. He bad not been long observing, before he
perceived that the notion they had before entertained,
that the stars were farthest north and south when the
sun was near the equinexcs, was only true of those
stars which are near the solstitial colure. And after
continuing his observations a few months, he discover-
ed what hie then apprehended to be a general law ob-
served by all the stars, namely, that each of them be-
came stationary, or was farthest north or south, when
it passed over his zenith at six of the clock, either in
the evening or moring. He perceived also that what-
ever situation the stars were in, with respect to the car-
dinal points of the ecliptic, the apparent motion of
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every one of them tended the same way, when they Aberration.
passed his instrument about the same hour of the day ‘“=—v——st

or night; for they al moved southward when they
passed in the day, and northward when iu the night ;
so that each of them was farthest north when it came
in the evening about six of the clock, and farthest south
when it came about six in the morning.

Though he afterwards discovered that the maxima,
in most of these stars, do not happen exactly when they
pass at those hours; yet, not being able at that time
to prove the coutrary, and supposing that they did, he
endeavoured to find out what proportion the greatest
alterations of declination, in different ctars, bore to
each other ; it being very evident that they did not all
change their inclination equally. It has been before
noticed, that it appeared from Mr Molineux’s obser~
vations, that o Draconss changed its declination above
twice as much as the before-mentioned small star that
was nearly opposite to it; but examining the matter
nore nicely, he found that the greatest change in the
declination of these stars, was as the sine of the lati-
tude of each star respectively. This led him to suspect
that there might be the like proportion between the
maxima of other stars; but finding that the observa-
tions of some of them would not perfectly correspond
with such an bypothesis, and not knowing whether the
small difference he met with might not be owing to
the uncertainty and error of the observations, he de-
ferred the farther examination into the truth of this hy-
pothesis, till he should be furnished with a series of ob-
servations made in all parts of the year; which would
enable him not only to determine what errors the oh-
servations might be liable to, or how far they might
safely be depended on; but also to judge, whether
there had been any sensible change in the parts of the
instrument itself.

When the year was completed, he began to exa-
mine and compare his observations ; and bhaving satis-
fied himself as to the general Jaws of the phenomena,
he then codeavoured to find out the cause of them.
He was already convinced that the apparent motion
of the stars was not owing to a nutation of the earth’s
axis. The next that occurred to him, was an altera-
tion in the direction of the plumb-line, by which the
instrument was constantly adjusted ; but this, upon
trial, provided insufficient. Then he considered what
refraction might do; but here also he met with no sa-
tisfaction. At last, through an amaszing sagacity, he
conjectured that all the phenomena hitherto mention-
ed, proceeded from the progressive motion of light,
and the earth’s annual motion in her orbit: for he
perceived, that if light were prepagated in time, the
apparent place of a fixed object would not be the .
same when the eye is at rest, as when it is moving in
any other direction but that of the line passing through
the object and the eye ; and that when the eye is mo-
ving in different directions, the apparent place of the

- object would be different. (Hutton's Math. Dict.).

ABERRATION, in Optics, the deviation or dispersion
of the rays of light, when reflected by a speculum,
or refracted by a lens, which prevents them from
meeting or uniting in the same point, called the
metrical focus, but are epread over a small space, and
produce a confusion of images. There are two species

of aberration distioguished by their different caus:; H
e
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the other from the unequal refrangibility of the rays
This last species is sometimes called the
Newtonian, from the name of its discoverer. See Op-
TICS.

‘ABERRATION Of the Planets, is equal to the geocen.
tric motion of the planet, the space it appears to move
as seen from the earth, during the timo that light em-
ploys in passing from the planet to the earth. Thus,
in the sun, the aberration in longitude is constantly
20", that being the space moved by the sun, or, which
is the same thing, by the earth, in the time of 8 47,
which is the time in which light passes from the sun to
the earth. In like manner, knowing the distance of
any planet from the edrth, by proportion it will be, as
the distance of the sun is to the distance of the planet,
s0 is 8 7" to the time of light passing from the planet
to the earth: then computing the planet’s geocentric
motion in this time, that will be the :aberration of the
planet, whether it be in longitude, latitude, right as-
cension, or declination. (Hutton's Math. Dict.).

ABERYSTWITH, a market-toewn of Cardigan-
shire, in Wales, seated on the Ridal, near its confluence
with the Istwith, where it falls into the sea. Itisa
rich town, and has a great trade in lead, and a consi-
derable fishery of whiting, cod, and berrings. It was
formerly surrounded with walls, and fortified with a
castle : but both are now in ruins. Its distance from
London is 203 miles W. N. W. W, Long. 4. 20. N,
Lat. §2.17. Population 2264 in 1811.

. ABESTA, or AvEsTA, the name of one of the sa-
cred books of the Persian magi, which they ascribe to

. their great founder Zoroaster. The Abesta is a com-

mentary on two others of their religious books called
Zend and Pagend ; the three together including the
whole system of the Ignicolee or worshippers of fire.

ABETTOR, a law term implying one who en-
courages another to the performance of some criminal
action, of who is art or part in the performance itself.
Treason is the only crime in which abettors are ex-
cluded by law, every individual concerned being con-
sidered as a principal. It is the same with art-and-part
in the Scots law.

ABEX, a country of Higher Ethiopia, in Africa,

‘bordering on the Red sea, by which it is bounded on

the east. It has Nubia or Sennar on the north; Sen-
nar and Abyssinia on the west ; and Abyssinia on the
south. Its principal towns are Suaquem and Arkeko.
It is subject to the Turks, and has the name of the
beglerbeglik of Habeleth. It is about five bundred
miles in {ength and one hundred in breadth ; is a moun-
tainous country, sandy, barren, and unhealthy, much
infested with wHd beasts ; and the forests abound with
ebony trees.

ABEYANCE, in Law, the éxpectancy of an estate.
Thus if lands be lensed to one person for life, with re-
version to another for years, the remainder for years is
in abeyance till the death of the lessee. :

ABGAR, or ABGARUS, & name given to several of
the kings of Edessa in Syria. The most celebrated of
them was one who, it is vaid, was contemporary with
Jesns Christ ; and who having a distemper in his feet,
and hearing of Jesus’s miracuolous cures, requested him
letter to come and cure him. Eusebius ®, who be-

eap. 13 lieved that this letter was genuine, and also an answer
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our Saviour is said to have returned to it, has.trans-
lated them both from the Syriac, and asserts that they
were taken out of the archives of the city of Edessa.
The first is as follows : * Abgarus, prince of Edessa,
4 to Jesus the holy Saviour, who bath appeared in the
% flesh in the confines of Jerusalem, greeting. I have
¢ heard of thee, and of the cures thou bast wrought
 withoot medicines or berbs. For it is reported thou
“ makest the blind to see, the lame to walk, lepers to
% be clean, devils and unclean spirits to be expelled,
“ such as have been long diseased to be healed, and
4 the dead to be raised ; all which when 1 heard con-
“ cerning thee, I concluded with myself, That either
“ thou wast a God come down from heaven, or the
‘ 8on of God sent to do these things. I have there-
‘ fore written to thee, beseeching thee to vouchsafe to
 come unto me, and cure my disease. For I have
S also heard that the Jews use thee ill, and lay snares
% to destroy thee. I have here a little city, pleuaml?
¢ gituated, and sufficient for us both. ABGARUS.”
To this letter, Jesus, it is said, returned an answer by
Annanias, Abgarus’s courier ; which was as follows:
¢ Blessed art thou, O Abgarus! who hast believed in
 me whom thou hast not seen ; for the Scriptures say
“ of me, They who have seen me have not believed in
‘ me, that they who have pot seen, may, by believing,
“ have life. But whereas thou writest to -have me
% come to thee, it is of necessity that I fulfil all things
“ here for which I am sent ; and having finished them,
“ to return to him that sent me : but when I am re-
4 turned to him, I will then send one of my disciples
“ to thee, who shall cure thy malady, and give life to
¢ thee and thine. JEsus.” . After Jesus’s ascension,
Judas, who is also named Thomas, sent Thaddeus, one
of the seventy, to Abgares; who preached the gospel
to him and his people, cured him of his disorder, and
wrought many other miracles: which was done says
Eusebius, A. D. 43.—~Though the above letters are
acknowledged to be spurious by the candid writers of
the church of Rome ; several Protestant authors, as
Dr Parker, Dr Cave, and Dr Grabe, have maintained
that they are genuine, and ought not to be rejected.

ABGILLUS, JonN, surnamed Prester John, was
son to a king of the Friscii; and, from the avsterity of
his life, obtained the name of Prester, or Priest. He
attended Charlemagoe in his expedition to the Holy
Land ; but instead of returning with that monarch to
Europe, it is pretended that he gained mighty con-
quests, and founded the empire of the Abyssines, call-
ed, from his name, the empire of Prester John. He is
said to have written the history of Charlemagne’s jour-
ney into the Holy Land, and hic own into the [odies;
but they are more probably trifling romances, written
in the ages of ignorance. .

ABIANS, anciently a people of Thrace, or (ac-
cording to some authors of Scytkin. They had no
fixed babitations; they led a wandering life. Their
bouses were waggons, which carried all theit posses-
sions. They lived on the flesh of their herds and
flocks, on milk and cheese, chicfly on that of mare’s
milk. They were unacquainted with commerce.
They only exchanged commodities with their neigh-
bours. They possessed lands, but they did not culti-
vate them. They assigned their agriculture to any
who would undertake it, reserviog only to themselves

s
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Abians 8 tribute ; which they exacted, not with a view to live if he did not restore her to Abraham, the king obeyed ; Apimelech
| in affluence, but merely to enjoy the necessaries of life. at the same time reproving Abraham for his disinge-
"Abimelech. They never took arms but to oblige those to make nuity ; who thereupon, among other excuses, said she Abiponians.

good a promise to them by whom it had been broken. was really his sister, being born of the same fatber, ™Y

though of a different mother. Abimelech afterwards
gave considerable presents to Abrabam; and a cove-
nant, that of Beersheba, was entered into bettveen them,
A. M. 2107. After the death of Abrabam, there
being a famine in the neighbouring countries, Tsaac his
son also withdrew into Gerar, which was then likewise
governed by a king called

ABIMELECH, probably the successor of the former.
Here Rebekah’s beauty forced her husband to employ
Abrabam’s artifice. Abimelech discovering that they
were nearly related, chid Isaac for calling his wife his
sister ; and at the same time forbade all his subjects,
upon pain of death, to do the least injury to Isaac or
Rebekah. Isaac’s prosperity lost bim the king’s
friendship, and he was desired to go from among them.
He obeyed ; but Abimelech afterwards entered into a
covenant with him, A. M. 22co. )

ABIMELECH, the natural son of Gideon, by his con-
cubine. His violent acts and death are recorded in
Judges, chap. ix. A M. 2969.

ABINGDON, a market-town in Berkshire, situat-
ed on a branch of the Thames, derives its name from
an ancient abbey. The streets, which are well paved,
terminate in a spacious area, in which the market is
held; and in the centre of this area is the market-
house, which is supported on lofty pillarsy with a large
hall of freestone above, in which the summer assizes for
the county are beld, and other public business done,
the Lent assizes being held at Reading. It has two
churclies; one dedicated to St Nicholas, and the other
to St Helena : the latter is adorned with a spire, and
both are said to have been erected by the abhots of
Abingdon. Here are also two hospitals, one for six,
aud the other for thirteen poor men, and as many poor
women ; a free school; and a charity school.  The
town was incorporated by Queen Mary. It sends two
members to parliament, who are chosen by the inhabi-
tants at large not receiving alms. Its great manufac-
tures are sail-cloth, sacking, and especially malt, large
quantities of which are sent by water to London. It is
seven miles south of Oxford, 47 east of Gloucester, and
§5 west of London. This town is supposed by Bishop
Gibson to he the place called, in the Saxon annals,
Clsveshoo. W, Long. 1. i2. N. Lat. 51. 42. Popula-
tion 4801 in 1811. -

ABINTESTATE, in Civi Law, is applied to a
person who inherits the right of one who died intestate
or without making a will. See INTESTATE.

ABIPONIANS, a tribe of American Indians, who
formerly inhabited the district of Chaks in Paraguay ;
hut the hostilities of the Spaniards have now obliged
them to remove southward into the territory lying be-
tween Santa Fe and St Jago. The only account we
have of them is that published by M. Dobrizhofler in
1985. This gentleman, who lived seven years in
their country, informs us that they are not numerous,
the whole nation not mach exceeding 500c*; for which
he assigns as a reason an unnatural custom among their
women of sometimes destroying their own children,
from motives of jealousy lest their husbands should

They paid tribute to none of the neighbouring states.
They deemed themselves exempt from such an impo-
sition 3 for they relied on their strength and courage,
and consequently thought themselves able to repel any
iavasion. The Abians, we are told, were a people of
great -integrity. This honourable evlogium is given
them by Homer. (Strabo).

ABIATHAR, high priest of the Jews, son to Ahi-
melech, who had borne the same office, and received
David into his house. This so enraged Saul, who ha-
ted David, that he put Ahimelech to death, and 81
priests ; Abiathar alone escaped the massacre. He af-
.terwards was high priest ; and often gave King David
testimonies of his fidelity, particularly during Absa-

- lom’s conspiracy, at which time Abiathar followed
David, and bore away the ark. But after this, con-
spiring with Adonijab, in order to raise him to the
throne of King David his father ; this so exasperated
Solomon against him, that he divested him of the
priesthood, and banished him, A. M. 3021, before
Christ 1014. )

ABIB, signifying an ear of corn, a name given by
the Jews to the hirst month of their ecclesiastical year,
afterwards called Nisan. It commenced at the vernal
equinox ; and according to the course of the moon, by
which their months were regulated, answered to the
latter part of our March and beginning of April.

ABIDING by WRITINGS, in Scots Law: When a
person founds upon a writing alleged to be false, he
may be obliged to declare judicially, whether he ‘will
stand or abide by it as a true deed.

ABIES, the Fir-TREE. See PiNus, Borany
Index.

ABIGEAT, an old law term, denoting the crime
of stealing cattle by droves or herds. This crime was
sevérely punished ; the delinquent being often con-
demned to the mines, banishment, and sometimes capi-
tally.

ABIHU, brother to Nadab, and son to Aaron.
The two former had the happiness to ascend Mount
Sinai with their father, and there to behold the glory
of God: but afterward putting strange fire into their
censers, instead of the sacred fire commanded by God,
fire rushing upon them killed them. Though all the
people bewailed this terrible catastrophe, Moses for-
bade Aaron and his two sons Eleazar and Ithamar to
Jjoin in the lamentation.

ABII ScYTHE, taken by Strabo to denote the Fu-
ropean Sarmate, bordering on the Thracians and Ba-
stanee : They were commended by Curtius for their
love of justice, and by Ammiesius for their contempt
of earthly things.

ABIMELECH, king of Gerar, a country of the
Philistines, was contemporary with Abraham. This pa-
triarch and his family being there, his wife Sarah,
though go years of age, was not safe init; for Abi-
melech carried her off, and was so enamoured of her,
that he resolved to mafry her. Abraham did not de-
clare himself Sarah’ husband ; but gave out she was
bis sister. But the king being warned in a dream, that
she was married to a prophet, and that he should die

¥Yor. L. Part I. t

.take other mates during the long time they give suck,
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white, but, by exposure to- the air and smoke, become

Ablacta- of o hrown colour. They are a strong and hardy race

of people ; which our author attributes to their marry-
ing so late, an Abiponian seldom or never thinking of
marringe till 30 years of age. They are greatly cele-

brated on acenunt of their chastity and other virtues;

though, accerding to our author, they have po know-

ledge of a Deity. They make frequent incursions into

the territorics of the Spaniards, mounted on the horses

which run wild in those parts, They have a kind of
order of chivalry for their warriors; and are so for-

midable, that 100 of their enemies will fly before ten

of these horsemen. The hatred which these savages,

whose manners, though rude and uncultivated, are in

many respects pure and virtuous, bear to the Spaniards,

is invincible. ¢ Tbese pretended Christians,” says our

author, ¢ who are the scum of the Spanish nation,

practise every kind of fraud and villany among these

poor barbarians ; and their corrupt and vicious morals

are so adapted to prejudice the Abiponians against the

Christian religion, that the Jesuit missionsries have,

by a severe law, prohibited any Spaniard from coming,

without a formal permission, into any of their colonies.”

—From bhis account of the auccess of the Jesuits in con-

verting them to Christianity, bowever, it does not

appear that they have ‘been able to do more than bribe

them to a compliance with the ceremonies of the

Popish superstition ; 8o that in general they are quite

ignorant and uncivilized ; a most striking instance of
which is, that in counting can go no forther than

three ; and all the art of the Jesuits to teach thetn the

simplest use and expression of numbers has proved un-

succeseful,

ABIRAM, a seditious Levite, who, in comcert”
with Korab aod Dathan, rebelled against Koses and
Aaron, in order to share with them in the government
of the people; when Moses grdering them to come
with their censers before the altar of the Lord, the
earth suddenly opened under their feet, and swallowed
up them and their tents; and at the same instant fire
came {rom heaven, and consumed 250 of their follow-
ers. Numb. chap. xvi.

ABISHALI, son of Zeruish, fad brother to Joab,
was one of the celebrated warpiors who flourished in
the reign of David : he killed with his owm hand 300
men, with no other weapon but his lance; and slew a
Philistine giant, the iron of whose spear weighed 300
shekels. 1 Sam. chap. xxvi. 2 Sam. chap. xxiii.

ABJURATION, in our ancient customs, implied
an oath, taken by & person guilky of felony, and who
had fled to a place of sanctoary, Whereby he solemnly
engaged to,leave the kingdom for ever.

ABJURATION is now used to signify the renouncing,
disclaiming, and denying npon oath, the Pretender to
have any kind of right to thie' crown-of these kingdoms.

ABsuraTION of Heresy, the solemn recantation of
any doctrine as false and wicked.

ABLACTATION, or weaning s child frem the
breast. See WEANING.

ABLACTATION,among the ancientgardeners,the same
with what is naw called GRaPTING by approach, is a me-
thod of engrafting, by which the scion of one tree being
for some time united tothe stock of another, is afterwards
cat off, and, as it were, weaned from tle parent tree.

3.
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ABLALI, a country of Great Tartary; the inbabis
tants of which are called Buchrrs or Buckaren See
ABLAY.

ABLACQUEATION, an old tert in Gardensng,
signifies tlie opetation of removing the edtth, and bat-
ing the roots of treed fn winter; to exposé them mord
freely to the air, rain, snows, 8&é. . .

ABLANCOURT. S8ee Prkrot.

ABLATIVE, in Grammar, the sixth case of Latin
nouns, The word is formed from auferre,  to take
away.” Priscian also calls it the comparative case ; as
sérving among the Latins, for comparing, as well as
taking away. ,

The ABLATIVE is oppesite to the DATIVE ; the first
expressing the action of taking away, and the latter
that of giving.

In English, French, &c. there is no precise mark
whereby to distinguish the ablative from ether casesy
and we only use the term it analogy to the Latin.
Thus, in the two phrases, the magmtude of the aty,
and Ae spoke much of the city; we say, that of the city
in the first is genmitive, and in the latter oblative ; be-
cause it would be so, if the two plirases were expressed
in Latin.

The question concerning the Greek ablative bas
been the subject of a famous literary war between two
great grammarians, Frischlin and Crusins; the former
maintaming, and the latter opposing, the reality of it.
The dispute still subsists among their respective follow-
ers, The chief reason alleged by the former js, that
the Roman writers often joined Greek woids with the
Latin prepositions which govern abiative cases, as
well as with uouns of the same case. To whith their
opponents answer, that the Latins snciently had no ab-
lative themselves ; bat instead thereof, made use, like
the Greeks, of the dative cases till at length th
formed an ablative, governed by prepositiens, whic!
were not put before the dative : that, at first, the two
cases had always the same termination, ws they still
have in many instances: but that this was afterwards
changed in certain words. It is no wonder then, that
the Latins sometimes join prepositions which govern sn
ablative case, or nouns in the ablutive case, mth Greek
datives, since they were originally the same ; and that
the Greek dative hus the same effect as the Latin abia-
tive.

ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE, in Graminar, is & phrase de-
tached or independent of the other parts of a sentence
or discourse. In the Latin language it is frequent, aud
it has been adopted by the modems.

ABLAY, in Geography, a country of Great Tartary,
governed by a Calmuck chief, but sabject to Russia,
to obtain its protection. It lies east of the siver Irtisch,
and extends 500 leagues along the wouthern frontiers
of c’Siberiao, from E. Long. 72° to 83°. N. Lat. from
§1° to 54°.

ABLE, or Apzin, Tuomas, chaplain to Queen
Catherive, cousort to Henry VIII, ‘distinguishied him-
self by his zeal in opposing the proceedings against
that anfortumate princess for a divorce. For this pur-
pose hie wrote a picee, entitled ¢ Tractatus de non diy-
soloendo Henrics et Catharine matrimonto, i. e. * A
Treitise proving that the marriage of King Henry and
Queen Catharime ought not to be dissolved.” Baut the
title of tire book, accerding to Bishop Twnner, was

Ablal

At
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Abls  Invicta Veritas. He took the degree of bachelor of

arts at Oxford on the 4th of July 1513, and that of

Abner. . ster of arts on the 27th of July x516. In 1534

he fell under a prosecation for being concerned in the
affair of Elizabeth Barton, called the Holy Maid of
Kent. This was an infamous impostor, suborned b
the monks to use strange gesticulations, exhibit ficti-
tious miracles, and to feign the gift of prophecy ; and
80 well did she act her-part, that she drew some per-
sons of respectability to her interest: but being detect-
ed, she was condemned and executed, after discover-
ing the names of her principal accomplices and instiga-
tors. On her account Able was charged with mispri-
sion of treason, by stat. 25 Hen. VIIL. ; and being also
one of those who denied the king’s supremacy over the
church, he was apprehended and imprisoned ; during
which time his confinement was so rigorous, that the
keeper of Newgate was committed to Marshalsea pri-
sou for suffering bim to go out upon bail. He was af-
terwards banged, drawn, and quartered, at Smithfield
in 1540. Bouochier gives bim the character of a very
learned man; and teils us, that he used to teach the
queen music and the learned languages.

ABLECTI, in Roman antiquity, a select body of
soldiers chosen from amoung those called EXTRAORDI-
‘NARII.

ABLEGMINA, in Roman antiquity, those choice
parts of the entrails of victims which were eoffered in
excrifice to the gods. They were sprinkled with flour,
and burnt upon the altar; the priests pouring some
wine on them.

ABLOE, in Geographky, = town of Little Tartary,
which lies between the river Dnieper and the Black
sea. E. Long. 33. 15. N. Lat. 46. 20.

ABLUENTS, in Medicine, the same with diluters
or DILUENTS.

ABLUTION, in a general eense, signifies the wash-
ing or purifying something with water.

ABLUTION, in a religious sense, a ceremony in use
among the ancients, and still practised in several parts
of the world : it cousisted in washing the body, which
was always done beforesacrificing, or even entering their
bouses. Ablutions appear to be as old as any. ceremo-
nies, and external worship itself. Moses enjoined them ;
the heatheuns adopted them ; and Mahomet and his fol-
lowers have coatinoed them : thus they have got foot-
ing among most nations, and make a considerable part
of most established religions.—The Ezyptian priests
had their divrnal and nocturnal ablutions ; the Grecians
their uprinkli?l; the Romans their lustrations and Ja-
vations ; the Jews their washing of hands and feet, be-
side their baptisms.—~The ancient Christians had their
ablutions before communion ; which the Romish charch
still retain before their mass, sometimes after. The Sy-
rians, Copts, 8c. bave their solemn washings on Good
¥riday: the Turks their greater and lesser ablutions
their Ghast and Wodou, their Aman, Taharat, &c.

ABNER, the son of Ner, father-in-law to Saul, .

and general of all bis forces, served him on all oc-
casions with fidelity and courage. After the death of
that prince, Abner set Ishbosheth, Sayl’s son, on the
throne. A war breaking out betweep the tribe of Ju-
dah, who had elected David king, and Israel, Abner
marched against that prince with the flower of his-troops,
but was defeated. Abner afterward, being disgusted,
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went over to David, and induced the chiefs of the ar-
my and the elders of Israel to declare for him. Ile was

Abner
[}

received by David with every mark of affection, which  Aboecis-

gave oflence to Joab, by whom he was insidiously put
to death, A. M. 2956.

ABNOBA, now ABENoW, in Geography, a long
range of mountains in Germany, extending from the
Rhine to the Necker, and baving different names ac-

‘cording to the different countries through which they

stretch. About the river Maine they are called the
Oden or Otenwald 5 between Hesse and Franconia, the
Spessart ; and about the duchy of Wirtemberg, where
the Danube takes its rise, they reccive the name of
Baar.

ABO, a maritime town of Finland, situated on the
promontory formed by the gulfs of Finland and Both-
nia, 120 miles north-east from Stockholm, in E. Long.
22. 7. and N. Lat. 60. 28. It belonged formerly to
Sweden, but was transferred to Russia with the ‘pro-
vince of Finland in 1809. It is built on both sides of
the river Aurajocki, which have a communication by a
wooden bridge. The streets and lanes of Abo amount
to 102 ; the number of houses to 11co, which in 1780
contained above 2000 families. In 1991 the number
of inbabitants was 11,500,

A gymnasium was' established at Abo by Gustavus
Adolplius in 1626, which was converted by Queen
Christina, in 1640, into an academy or university, in
which are now taught anatomy, natural history, che-
mistry, and economics. The library founded by Queen
Christina consists of above 10,000 volumes, besides ma-
nuscripte, ancient coins, medals, &c. The school of
anatomy is in considerable repute; and enjoys, it is
said, one very extraordinary privilege. By a particu-
lar regulation, all persons who hold lands or pensions
from the crown are bound to leave their bodies to be
dissected for the instruction of the students.

The trade of Abo is considerable. The exports
consist of iron, copper, pitch, tar, deals, &c. The im-
ports are toBacco, coffee, sugar, wine, salt, grain, hemp,
and spiceries. 1ln Abo are manufactured silk ribbands,
fustian, sail-cloth, leather, tiles, watches and clocks,
paper, sugar, and tobacco. The plantations of to-
bacco in this meighbourhood produce not less than
152,000 cwt. annually. (dcerbi’s Travels).

ABO-HUS, or ABO-SLOT, a very aucient castle in
Fioland, situated at the mouth of the river Aura, was
the residence of Duke Jobn, and the prison of King
Eric in the 16th century. It is at present employed
as a magazine for corn and gunpowdcr, and as a prison
for state offenders, .

ABOARD, the inside of a ship. Hence any person
who enters a ship is said to go aboard: but when an
enemy eanters in the time of battle, he is said to board ;
a phruse which always implies hostility.—To fa// a-
board of, is to strike or encounter another ship when one
or both are in motion, or to be driven npon a ship by
the force of the wind or curreat.—Aboard-main-tack,
the order to draw the main-tack, i. e. the lower-corner
of the main-sail, down to the CHESS-TREE, ’

ABOASAR, in Geography, a village in Lower
Egypt, supposed to be the ancient Busiris.

A%OCCIS, in Ancient Geography, the Abuncis of
Ptolemy, a town of Ethiopia, situated on the western
side of the Nile near the great cataract.

E2 ABOCRO,
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ABOCRO, or ABORREL, in Geography, a town near
the river Ankobar or Cobre, on the African Gold
It gives name to a republican province,

Abyssinia, is a narrow valley, through which runs a
river of the same name, whose waters receive many
tributary streams from the lofty, rugged, and woody
mountains that form the valley. In none of the rivers
are any fish found, which Bruce ascribes to their being
dried up in the summer, and great rapidity in winter.

ABOLITION, implies the act of annulling, de-
stroying, making void, or reducing to nothing. In
_our law, it signifies the repealing any law or statute.
The leave given by a prince or judge to a criminal ac-
cuser to desist from farther prosecution of the accused,
1s in the most appropriate sense denominated abolition.

ABOLITION is particular]y used among civilians, for
remitting the punishment of a crime. It is, in this
sense, a kind of amnesty ; the punishment, not the in-
famy, is taken off.

ABoLITION, in the Roman law, is the annulling a
prosecution, or legal accusation: and in this sense, it
13 different from amnesty; for, in the former, the ac-
cusation might be renewed by the same prosecutor, but
in the latter, it was extinguished for ever. Within 30
days after a public abo/ition, the same accuser, with the
prince’s license, was allowed to renew the charge;
after a private abolition, another accuser might renew
it, but the same could not. Abolition was also used for
expunging a person’s name from the public list of the
accused, hung up in the treasury. It was either pub-
lic, as that under Augustus, when all the names which
bad long hung up, were expunged at once; or pri-
vate, when it was done at the motion of one of the
parties. Abolition of debts, according to the laws of
the Theodosian code, was sometimes granted to those
who were indebted to the fiscus. A medal of the em-
peror Adrian represents that prince with a sceptre in
his left hand, and a lighted torch in his right, with
which le sets fire to several papers in presence of the
people, who testify their joy and gratitude by lifting
up their hands towards heaven. The legend on the
medal is, Reliqua vetera H. 8. nummis abolita.

ABOLLA, in antiquity, a warm kind of garment,
lined or doubled, worn by the Greeks and Romans,
chiefly out of the city, in following the camp.—Critics
and antiquaries are greatly divided as to the form,
use, kinds, &c. of this garment. Papias makes it a
species of the toga, or gown ; but Nonnius, and most
others, cuppose it to be a species of the pallium, or
cloak. The abolla scems rather to have stood opposed
to the foga, which was a garment of peace, as the
abolla was of war; at least Varro and Martial place
them in this opposite light. There seem to have been
different kinds of abolle, appropriated to different
characters and occasions. Even kings appear to have
used the abolla: Caligula was offended with King
Ptolemy for appearing at the shows in a purple abo/la,
the splendour of which drew the-eyes of the spectators
from the emperor to himself.

ABOMASUS, ABoMAsuM, or ABoMASIUS, names
of the fourth stomach of ruminating animals. It is in
the abomasus of calves and lambs that the runnet or
earning is formed whercwith milk is curdled. See
ANATOMY, Part II,

b ]
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ABOMINATION, a term used in Scripture with
regard to the Hebrews, who, being shepherds, are said
to have been an abomination to the Egyptiaus, because
they sacrificed the sacred animals of that people, as
oxen, goats, sheep, &c. which the Egyptians estecmed
as abominations, or things unlawful. 'Uhe term is also
applied in the sacred writings to idolatry and idols, be-
cause the worzhip of idols is in itself an abominable
thing, and at the same time ceremonies observed by
idolaters were always attended with licentiousness and
other odious and abominable actions. The abomination
of desolation, foretold by the prophet Daniel, is sup-
posed to imply the statue of Jupiter Olympius, which
Antiochus Epiphanes caused to be placed in the temple
of Jerusalem. And the abomination of desolation, men-
tioned by the Evangelists, signifies the ensigns of the
Romans, during the last siege of Jerusalem by Titus, on
which the figures of their gods and emperors were em-
broidered, and placed upon the temple after it was taken.

ABON, ABoNA, or ABONIS, in Ancient Geography,
a town and river of Albion. The town, according to
Cumden, is Abingdon ; and the river, Ablon or Avon.
But by Antonine’s Itinerary, the distance is nine miles
from the Venta Silurum, or Caer-went; others, there-
fore, tuke the town to be Porshut, at the mouth of the
river Avon, near Bristol. Abhon or Avon, in the
Celtic language, denotes a river. »

ABORAS, in Ancient Geography, by Xenophon
called Araxes, a river of Mesopotamia, which flows
into the Euphrates at Circesium. In the negociation
between Dioclesian and Narses, near the end of the
third century, it was fixed as the boundary between the
Roman and Persian empires.

ABORIGINES, in history, (Dionysius of Halicar-
nassus, Livy, Virgil) ; originally a proper name, given
to a certain people in Italy, who inhabited the an-
cient Latium, or country now ca.led Cumpagna di Ro-
ma. In this sense the Aborigines are distinguished
from the Janigena, who, according to the false Be-
rosus, inhabited the country before them ; from the
Siculi, whom they expelled; from the Grecians,
from whom they descended ; from the Latins, whose
name they assumed after their union with Auneas and
the Trojans ; lastly, from the Ausonii, Voleci, Oeno-
trii, &ec. neighbouring nations in other parts of the
country. Whence this people came by the appellation
is much disputed. St Jerome says, they were so call-
ed, as being absque origine, the primitive planters of
the country after the flood : Dionysius of Halicarnassus
accounts for the name, as denoting them the founders of
the race of inhabitants of that country : others think
them w0 called as being originally Arcadians, who
claimed to be earth-born, and not descended from any
people. Aurelius Victor suggests another opinion, viz.
that they were called Aborigines, q.d. Aberrigines,
from ab, ¢ from,” and errare, * to wander ;" as having
been before a wandering people. Pausanius rather
thiuks they were thus called wxs ogres, * from moun-
tains ; which opinion scems confirmed by Virgil, who,
speaking of Saturn, the legislator of this people, says,

Is genus indocile ac dispersum montibus alti's
Composuit, legesque dedit.

The Aborigines were either the original inhabitants
of the country, settled there by Janus, as some ima-
gine;

Abontina-
tioa
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Aborigines, gine 3 or by Saturn, or Cham, or others; not long prove ineffectual, and no less often do the attempts pporiion
Abortion.  after the dispersion, or even, as some think, before it:  prove the means of punishment by their fatal conse- fl
‘——v—— O, they were a colony sent from some other nation; quences. See ABORTION, SUPPLEMENT. Abrabanel.

who expelling the Siculi, the ancient inhabitants, set- ABORTION, among gardeners, signifies such fruits ——v—
tled in their place. About this mother nation there as are produced too early, and never arrive at matu-
is great dispute. Some maintain it to be the Arca-
dians, parties of whom were brought into Italy at dif-
ferent times ; the first under the conduct of Oenotrius,
son of Lycaon, 450 years before the Trojan war; a
second from Thessaly ; a third under Evander, 6o

ears before the Trojan war; besides another under
;{ercules; and another of Lacedsmonians, who fled
from the severe discipline of Lycurgus: all these uni-
ting, are said to bave formed the nation- or kingdom
of the Aborigines. Others will have them of barba-
rian rather than Grecian erigin, and to have come
from Scythia ; others from Gaul. Lastly, Others will
have them to be Canaaaites, expelled by Joshoa.

The term Aborigines, though so famous in antiqui-
ty, is used in modern geography only occasionally as
an appellative. It is given to the primitive inbabi-
tants of a country, in contradistinction to colonies, or
new races of people.

ABORTION, in Midwifery, the prematore exclu-
sion of a foetus. - See MIDWIFERY.

The practice of procuring abortions was prohibited
by the ancient Greek legislators Solon and Lycurgus.
‘Whether qr not it was permitted among the Romans,
has been much disputed. It is certain tie practice,
which was by them called visceribus vim inferre, was
frequent enough ; but whether there was any penalty:
on it before the emperors Severus and Antonine, 1s
the question. Nodt maintains the negative ; and fur-
ther, that those princes only made it criminal in one:
particular case, viz. of a married woman’s practising
it out of resentment against her husband, in order to
defraud him of the comfort of children: this was -or-
dered to be punished by a temporary exile. The founs
dation on which the practice is said to have been al-
Jowed, was, that ‘the feetus, while /s utero, was repu-
ted as a part of the mother, ranked as one of her own
viscera, over which she had-the same power as over the
rest: besides, that it was not reputed -us.a man, /komo ;
nor to be alive, otherwise than as a vegetable : conse-
quently, that the crime amounted to little more than
that of plucking unripe fruit from: the trees. Seneca

<represents it as a peculiar glory of Helvia, that she had:

never, like other women, whose chief study is their
beauty and shape, destroyed the faetus in her womb..
The primitive fathers, Athenagoras, Tertullian, Mi-
nutius Felix, Augustin, &c. declaimed loudly against
the practice as virtual murder. Several councils have
condemned it. Yet we are told that the modern Ro--
mish ecclesiastical laws allow of dispensations for it.
Egane mentions the rates at which a dispensation. for
it may be had. ’

The practice of artificial abortion is-chiefly in the
hands of women and nurses, rarely in that of physi-
cians ; who, in some countries, are not admitted to the
profession without abjuring it. Hippocrates, in the
oath he would have enjoined on all physicians, ineludes
their not giving the pessus abortivus, though elsewhere.
he gives the formal process whereby be himself pro-
cured in a young woman a miscarriage. It may, how-
ever, be observed, that often all the powers of art

rity.

’ABORTIVE, is, in general, applied to whatever
comes before its legitimate time, or to any design whiclt
miscarries,

ABorTIvE Corn, a distemper of corn mentioned by
M. Tillet, and suspected to be occasioned by insects;
It appears long before harvest, and may be known by
a deformity of the stalk, the leaves, the ear, and even
the grain, '

ABorTIVE Vellum, is made of the skin of an abortive
calf. -

ABOTRITES, or ABoODRITES, in History, the
name of a people bordering on Bulgaria, in that part
of Dacia contiguous to the Danube. The country of
the: Abodrites, now called Mecklenburg, was a parv
of the ancient Vandalia,

ABOUKIR, 2 small town of ‘Egypt, situated in
the desert between Alexandria and Rosetta. It is the
ancient Canopus, and is situated, according to Mr Sa-
vary, six leagues from Pharos. Pliny says, from the
testimonies of antiquity, that it was formerly an island :
and its local appearance makes this credible, The town
is built upon a rock, which forms a bandsome road for
shipping, and was out of the reach of inundations,
In the bay of Aboukir, a signal victory was obtained

in 1798 by the English fleet over the French fleet.-
Ths town was taken from the Turks, after a vigorous -

defence, by the French in 1799, and retaken by the
English in 1801. - '

ABOULFEDA/ a celebrated Arabian writer.
SUPPLEMENT.

ABOUT, the situation of a ship immediately after
she has tacked, or changed ber course by going about
and standing on the other tack.—About ship! the or-
der to the ship’s crew for tacking.

ABOUTIGE, a tewn: of Upper Egypt, in Africa,
near the Nile, where they made the best opium in all
the Levant. It was formerly a large, but now is a
mean place. N. Lat. 26.” 0.

ABRA, a silver coin struck in Poland, and worth
about one shilling sterling. It is current in several
parts of Germany, at Counstantinople, Astracan, Smyrna,
and Grand Cairo. -

* ABRABANEL,.  ABARBANEL,or AVRAVANEL,
Isaac; a celebrated rabbi; descended from King David,
and born at Lisbon A. I. 1439. He became coun-
sellor to-Alphonso V., king of Portugal, and afterwards
to Ferdinand the Catholic; but in 1492 was obliged
to leave Spain with the other Jews, In short, after re-
siding- at Naples, Corfo, and several other cities, he
died at Venice in 1508, aged 71. Abrabanel passed

for one of the most learned of the rabbis; and the Jews . -

gave him the names of the Sage, the Prince, and the
Great Politician. We bave a commentary of his on

all the Old Testament, which is precty scarce : he there - -

principally adheres to the literal sense ; and his style is
clear, but a little diffuse. His other woike are, A
Treatise on the Creation of the World ; in which he re~
futes Aristotle, who imagined that the world was
eternal : A Treatise on the Explication of the Prophe~

. cios

See -
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Abrabanel cies relating to the Messiab, against the Christiane : A
) RN book concerning Articles of Faith; and some others
Abeabam. Jesq gought after. Though Abrabanel discovers his im-
placable aversion to Christianity in all his writings, yet
be treated Christians with politeness and good manners
in the common affairs of life.

ARRACADABRA, a magical word, recommended
by Serenus Samonicus as an antidote against agues and
several other diseases. It was to be writtea upon a
piece of paper as mauy times as the word contains let-
ters, omitting the last letter of the former every time,
+ as in the margin +, aud repeated in the same order;
abracadabra 8nd then suspended about the meck by a linen thread.
abracadabr Abracadabra was the name of a god worshipped by the
abracadab 8yrians ; so wearing his name was a sort of iavocation
‘:’m of his aid ; a practice which, though not more nseful,
abraca  yet was less irratioual, than is the eqnd&rbesthenisb
practice ameng those who call themaelves Christiaus, of
‘wearing various things, in expectatios of their opera-
ting by a symwpathy, whose pareats were Ignorance and

Superstition. ’

ABRAHAM, the father and stock whence the
faithful sprang, was the son of Terah. He was de-
scended from Noah by Shem, frem whom he was nine
de removed. Some fix his birth in the 130th year
of i;mh’l age, but others pluce it in this father’s 7oth

ear. It is highly probable he was barn in the city of
r, in Chaldea, which he and bis father left when they
went to Canaan, where they remained till the death of
Terah ; after which, Abraham resnmed his first design of
going to Palestine. Tbe Bcriptures mention the seve-
=l places he stopped at in Cansan ; lis journey into
Egypt, where liis wife was carried off from him; bis
going into Gerar, where Sarah was agam taken from
him, but restored, as before ; the victory he obtained
over the four kings who had plundered Sodom ; bis
compliance with his wife, who insisted that he should
make use of their maid in order to raise up
children ; the covenant God made with him, sealed
with the ceremony of circamcision ; his obedience to
the command of God, who ordered him to offer up
his only son as.a sacrifice, and how this bloody act was
prevented ; his marriage with Keturah; his death at
. the age of 195 years ; and his interment in the cave
of Machpelah, near the body of Sarah bis first wife.
1t would be of little use-to dwell long upon these par-
ticulars, since they are so well known. But tradition
thas supplied numberless others, the mention of one or

- two of which may not be unaceeptable.

Many extraordinary particulars have been told re-
lating to his conversion from .idolatry. It is a pretty

neral opinion, thathe sucked in the poison with his
milk ; that -his ‘father made statues, and taught that

# Suidas én they were to be worshipped as gods *. Some Jewish
RagerySee qul velate 1, that Abraham followed the same trade
Jos. xxiv. 2. with Tarah for a considerable time. Maimonides T
*mmc;’nys, that he was bred up in the religion of the Sa-
Chron.  beeans, who.acknowledged no deity hut the stars; that
1 More Ne- his reflections on:the nature of the:planets, his admira-
woeh. ¢- 39- tion of their motions, beauty and order, made .him

eonclude ‘there must be a :being superior to the ma-
§ Heideg- chine of the universe, a being who created and govern-
gor, Hisk. o4 it ; however, according'to an old tradition, he did
W mot renounce Pagunism till the soth year of his age.
P 36
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left bim to sell the statues in bis abeenoe ; and that a Abraham.
man, who pretended to be a purchaser, asked him how ‘==—y=—=-’
old be was: Abraham answered, Fifty."—* Wretch
that thou art (said the other), for adoring at such an

age a being which is but a old !” These words
greatly confounded Abrabam. time afterwards,
a woman brought him some flour, that he might give

it as an oflering to the idels ; but Abrabam, instesd
of doing so, took up a hatchet and broke them all to
pieces, excepting the t, into the hand of which
be put the weapon. 'Terah, at his return, asked
whbence came all this bavock? Abrsham made an-
swer, that the statues had bad a great contest which
should eat first of the oblation ; * Upen which (said
be), the god you see there, being the stoutest, hewed
the others to pieces with that batchet.”! Terah told
him this was bantering; for those idels had not the
sense to act in this manmer. Abraham retorted these
words upon bis father against the worshipping of such
8. Terab, stung with this millery, delivered np
is son te the cognizance of Nimrod, the sovereign of
the couutry ; who exliorted Abrabam to worship the
fire ; and, upon his refusal, commanded him to be
thrown into the midst of the flames: ‘ Now let your
God (said he) come and deliver you.”” But (adds the
tradition) Abrabam escaped from the flames unhurt.—
This tradirion is not of modern date, since it is told by -
St Jerome § ; who seems to credit it in geuneral, but§ Tvadiz.
disbelieves that part of it which makes Terah so cruel Hebraie.in
as to be the informer against his own son. Perhaps f’;‘.‘:"m
the ambiguity of the word Ur® might bave given rise oper
to the fiction altogether. Buch as lay streis on the fol- name of a
lowing words which God says to Abraham (Gen. xy.city, and it
7.), I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the s, iEmil-
Chaldees, imsgine that he saved him from & great per- h{';:d.-
secution, since he employed the very same words in the Esdras ix.
beginning of the ‘decalogue to denote the deliverance bas it thus:
from Egypt. Qi cligisti
Abrabam is said to bave been well skilled in many Jpm % ene
sciences, and to bave wrote several books. Josephus + yym.
tells us that he taught the Egyptians arithmetic andt Ansig.
geometry ; and according to Kupolemus and Artapan,lib i cap.7.
he instructed the Pheenicians, as well as the Egyp-*
tians, in astronomy. A work which treats of the crea-
tion has been long escribed to him : it is mentioned in
the Talmud 1, and the rabbis Chanina and Hoschiat Heidegger
used to read it on the eve before the Sabbath. In the Hist. Patri-
first ages of Christianity, according to 8t Epiphanius |f, 3ch. tom.
a heretical sect, called Sethsnians, dispersed a pieoea" m
which had the title of dbrakam’s Revelation. Origen Her. p.
mentions also a treatise supposed to ‘be wrote by this asc.
patriarch.  All the several works which Abrabam
composed in the plains of Mamre, are said to be con-
tained in the library of the monastery of the Holy
Cross on Mount Amaria in Ethiopia §. The book en § Kirchem’s
the creation was printed at Paris 1552, and translated {"x of
into Latin by Postel : Rittangel, a convested Jew, and l%“ prd ‘*
professor at Konigsberg, gave also a Latin translation
of it, with remarks, in 1642.
ABRAHAM Ben Chaila, a Spanish rabbi, in the .
13th century, who professed astrology, and assumed the
character of a prophet. He pretended to predict the
coming of the Messiah, which was to bappen in the
year 1358 ; but fortunately be died in 1303, fifty-five
years before the time when the prediction was “2: :e
led.
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fulfilled. He wrote a took, De Nutivitatibus, which
was printed at Rome in 1545.

AsrAaHAM Usqux, a Portuguese Jew, who, in con-
junction with Tobias Athias, translated the Hebrew
Bible into Spanish. It was printed at Ferrara, in
1553, and reprinted in Holland in 1630. This Bible,
especially the first edition, which is'most valuable, is
marked with stars at certain words, which are design-
ed to show that these words are difficult to be under-
stood in the Hebrew, and that they inay be used in a
different senze.

ABRAHAM, Nicholas, a learned Jesuit, born in
the diocese of Toul, in Lorrain, in 1489. He obtain-
ed the rank of divinity professor in the university of
Pont-a-Mouson, which he enjoyed 17 years, and dicd
September 7. 1655. IHe wrote Notes on Virgil and
on Nonnius; A Commentary on some of Cicero’s O-
rations, in two vols. folio; an excellent collection of
theological pieces in folio, entitled Pharus Peteris Tes-
tamenti ; and a Hebrew Grammar in verse.

ABRAHAMITES, an order of monks extermina-
ted for idolatry by Theophilus in the ninth ceutury.
Also the name of another sect of heretics who had
adopted the errors of Panlus, See Pauricians.

ABRANTES, a town of Portugal, in Estremadu-
ra, seated on an eminence, in the midst of gardens and
olive trees, near the river Tajo, belongs to a marquis
of the same nmame. It centains §§5,000 inhabitants,
four convents, an alms-house, and an hospital. W.
Long. 7. 55. N. Lat. 39. 21.

ABRASAX, or ABrRAXAS, the supreme god of the
Basilidian heretics. It is a mystical or cabbalistic
word, composed of the Greek letters «, G, ¢, @, §, &, 5,
which together, according te the Grecian mode of nu-
meration, mvake up the number 365. For Basilides

taught, that there were 365 heavens between the earth

and the empyrean ; each of which heavens had its an.
gel or intelligence, which created it; each of which
augels likewise was created by the angel next above
it; thus ascending by a scale to the Supreme Being, or
first Creator. The Basilidians used the word Abraras
by way of charm or amulet.

ABRASION is sometimes used among medical
writers for the effect of sharp corrosive medicines or
humours in wearing away the natural muoous which co-
vers the membranes, and particalarly those of the sto-
mach and iatestines, The word is composed of the
Latin ab and rado, to shave or scrape off.

ABRAVANNUS, in Ancient Geography, the name
of a promontory and river of Galleway in land, so
called from the Celtic term Aber, signifying either the
mouth of a river or the confluence of two rivers, and
Avon, a river.

ABRAUM, in Netural Hmarty, a name given by
some writers to a species of red clay, used in England
by the cabinetmakers, &c. to give u red coloor to new
mabogany wood, We have it from the isle of Wight ;

but it is also foand in Germany and Italy.

ABRAXAS, an antique stone with the word dravas
engvaven on it. They are of various sizes, and most of
them us old as the third eentury. They are freguent
io the cabinets of the curiows ; and a collection of them,
as complete as possible, has been desired by several.
‘Fhereisu fine e in the abbey of.8t Genevive, which

fns oecasiowed mueh speewiation. Most of them seem .
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to have come from Egypt: whence they are of some Abraxas

use for explaining the antiquities of that country.

Sometimes they have no other inscription besides the Abidge-

word : but others have the names of saints, angels, or
Jehovah himself annexed ; though most usoally the
name of the Basilidian god. Sometimes there is a re-
presentation of Isis sitting on a lotus, or Apis sur~
rounded with stars ; sometimes monstrous compositions
of animals, obscene images, Phalli and Ithyphalli. The
graving is rarely good, but the word on the reverse is
sometimes said to be in a more modern style than the
other. The characters are usually Greek, Hebrew,
Coptic, or Hetrurian, and sometimes of a mongrel
kind, invented, as it would seem, to render their mean-
ing the more inscrutable. It is disputed whether the
Veronica of Montreuil, or the granite obelick mention-
ed by Gori, be Abraxases.

ABREAST (a sea term), side by side, or opposite
to; a situation in which two or more ships lie, with
their sides parallel to each other, and their beads equal-
ly advanced. This term more particularly regards the
line of battle at sea, where on the different occasions
of attack, retreat, or pursuit, the several squadrons or
divisions of a fleet are obliged te vary their dispasitions,
and yet maintain a proper regularity by sailing in right
or curved lines. When the line is formed abreast, the
whole squadron advances uniformly, the ships being
equally distant from and parallel to cach other; eo that
the length of each ship forms a right angle with the
extent of the squadron or line abreast. The commander
in chief is always stationed in the centre, and the se-
cond and third in command in the centres of their re-
spective sqnadrons.—Abreast, within the ship, implies
on a line with the beam, or by the side of any object
aboard ; as, the frigate sprung a leak edreast of the
main hatchway, i. e. on the same line with the main
Latchway, cressing the ship’s length at right angles, im
opposition to AFORE or ABAFT the hatchway.

ABRETENE, or ABRETTINE, in Ancient Geo-
graphy, a district of Mysia, in Asia. Hence the epithet
Abrettenus given to Jupiter (Strabo) ; whose priest
was Cleon, formerly at the head of a gang of robbers,

-and who recoived many and great favours at the hand

of Antony, but afterwards went over to Augustus.
The people were .called Abretteni ; inhabiting the
country between Ancyra of Phrygia and the river
Rhyndacus.

ABRIDGEMENT, in Literatusre, a term signifying
the reduction of a book into a smaller compass.

The art of conveying much sentiment in few words,
is the happtest talent an aaothor can be possessed of.
This talent is peculiarly necessary in the present state
of literature ; for many writers have acquired the dex-
terity of spmding a few teivial thoughts over several
hundred pages. When an author hits upon a thought
that pleaves him, he is apt to dwell npon it, to view it
in different lights, to force it in improperly; or upon
the slightest relations. Thoagh this may be pleasant
to the writer, it tires and wexes the reader. There is
another great source of diflusion in composition. It is
a capital object with an author, whatever be the sub-
ject, to give vent to all his best thonghts. When he
finds & proper place for way of them, be is peculinrly
happy. But rather then sacrifice « thought e is fond
of, _he forces it in by way of digression, er superfluons

illustration, .

ment.
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Advtidge. Hlustration. If none of these expedients answer his

mentL.

. tinence.

purpose, he has recourse to the margin, a very conve-
nient apartment for all manner of pedantry and imper-
There is not an authos, however correct,
but is more or less faulty in this respect. An abridger,
however, is not subject to these temptations. The
thoughts are not his ewn; he views them in & cooler
and less affectionate manner; he discovers an impro-
priety in some, a vanity in others, and a want of utili
ty in many. His business, therefore, is te retrench su-
perfluities, digressions, quotations, pedastry, &c. and
to lay before the public omly what is really useful.
This is by no means an easy employment : To abridge
some buvoks, requires talents equal, if not superior, to
those of the author. The facts, manner, spirit, and
reasoning must be preserved ; nothing essential, either
in argument or illustration, ought to be emitted. The
difficulty of the task is the principal reason why we
have so few good abridgments : Wynne's abridgement
of Locke’s Essay on the Human Understanding, is per-
haps the only unexceptionable one in our language.

These observations relate solely to such abridgements
us are designed for the public. But,

When a person wants to set down the substance of

. any book, a shorter and less laborious method may be

followed. It would be foreign to our plan to give ex-
amples of abridgements for the public: But as it may
be useful, especially to young: people, to know how. to

- abridge books for their own use, after giving a few di-

rections, we shall exhibit an example or two, to show
with what ease it may be done.
Read the book carefully; endeavour to learn the

. principal view of the author ; attend to the arguments
-employed : When you have done so, you will general-

1y find, that 'what the author uses as new or additional
arguments, are 4in reality- only collateral ones, or ex-
tensions of the principal argument. Take a piece of
paper or a common-place book, put down what the
author wants to.prove, subjoin the argument or argu-
-ments, and you have the substance of the book in a few
lines. - For example,

In the Essay on Miracles, Mr Hume’s design is to
prove, That miracles which have not been tlie imme-
diate objects of our senses, cannot reasonably be be-
lieved upon the testimony of others.

- Now, this argument (for there happens to be but
one) is,

¢ That experience, which in some things is variable,
“ in others uniform, is our only guide in reasoning
¢ concerning matters of fact. A variable experience
“ gives rise to probability only; an uniform experi-
¢ ence amounts to a preof. Our belief of any fact
¢ from the testimony of eye witnesses is derived from
“ no other principle than our experience in the vera-

-4 city. of human testimony. If the fact attested be

“ miraculous, here arises a contlst of two opposite
% experiences, or proof -against proof. Now, a mi-
¢ racle is a violation of the laws of nature ; and'as a
+¢ firm and unalterable experience has established these

-# laws, the proof against a miracle, from the very na-

“ ture of the fact, is as complete as any argument

- from experience can possibly be imagined ; and if

¢ g0, it is an undeniable consequence, that it cannot be
¢ surmounted by any proof whatever derived from hu-

- ¢ man testimony.”

T 45 ].
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thor’s principal aim is to show the fallacy of Mr Hume’s

afgument ; which he bas done most successfully by an- ‘==—vy——v’

other single argument, as follows :

¢ The evidence srising -from human testimony #s not
“ solely derived from experience : on the contrary, te-
¢ stimony hath a natural influence on belicf antecedent
‘ to experience. The early and unlimited assent given
% to testimony by children gradually contracts as they
4¢ advance in life : it is, therefore, more consonant te
“ truth to say, that our diffidence in testimony is the
4 result of experience, than that our fast4 in it bas this
“ foundation. Besides, the uniformity of experience,
“ in favour of any fact, ia not a proof against its be-
¢ ing reversed in a particular instance. ‘The evidence
“ arising from the single testimony of a man of knowa
% veracity will go farther to establish a belief in its be-
* ing actually reversed: If his testimony be confirmed
““by a few others of the same character, we cannot
“ withhold our assent to the truth of it. Now, though
‘% the operations of nature are governed by uniform
“ laws, and theugh we- have not the testimony of our
* genses in favour of any vislation of them ; still, if ia
¢ particular instances- we bave the testimony of tkow-
“ sands of our fellow-creatures, and those too men of
 strict integrity, swayed by no motives of ambition or
“ interest, and governed by the principles of common
¢ gense, That they were actually eye witnesses of these
% violations, the constitution of our nature obliges us to

* % believe them.”

These two examples contain the substance of about
400 pages.—Making private abridgements of this kind
bas many advantages : It engages us to read with ac-
curacy and attention 4 it fixes the subject in our minds 3
and, if we should happen to forget, instead of reading
the books again, by glancing a few lines, we are not
only in possession of the chief arguments, but recal in a
good measure the author’s method and manner.

Abridging is peculiarly useful in taking the sub-
stance of what i delivered by professors, &ec. Itis
impossible, even with the assistance of short-hand, to
take down, verbatim, what is said by a public speaker.
Besides, although it were practicable, such a talent
would be of little use. Every public speaker has cir-
cumlocutions, redundancies, lomber which deserve not
to be copied. All that is really useful may be com-
prehended in a short compass. If the plan of the dis-
course, and arguments employed in support of the difs
ferent branches, be taken down, you have the whole.
These you may afterwards.extend 10 the form of a dis-
course dressed in your own language. This would not_
only be a more rational employment, but would like-
wise be an excellent method ofy improving young men
in composition ; an object too little attended to in all
our universities

% The mode of reducing, says the author of the Cu-
riosities of Literature, what the ancients had writ-
ten in bulky volumes, practised in preceding centu-
ries, came into general vse about the fifth. As the
number of students and readers diminished, authors
neglected literature, and were disgusted with com~
position ; for to write is seldom done, but when the
writer entertaios the hope of finding readers. Inetead
of original authors, there suddenly arose numbers of
.abridgers. ‘These men, amidst the prevailing dugu;u

or
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Abridge- for literatore, imagined they should gratify the public stance ; and from antiguation, which is the refusing to  Abroga.
ment by introducing a mode of reading works in a few hours, pass a law. tion

¥ which otherwise could not be done in many months;
broga-  .nd, observing that the bulky volumes of the ancients
‘e lay buried in dust, without any one condescending to

examine them, the disagreeable necessity inspired them
with an invention that might bring those works and
themselves into public notice, by the tare they took of
renovating them. This they imagined to effect by form-
tng abridgements of these ponderous volumes.

All these Abridgers, however, did not follow the
same mode. Some contented themselves with making
4 mere abridgement of their authors, by employing their
ownexpressions, or by inconsiderablealterations. Others
eomposed those abridgements in drawing them from va-
tious anthors, but from whoee works they only took what
appeared to them most worthy of observation, and dres-
sed them in their own style. Others, again, having be-
fore them several authors who wrote on the same sub-
Ject, took passages from each, united them, and thus
formed a new work. They executed their design by
digesting in common places, and under various titles,
the most valuable parts they could collect, from the
best authors they read.’ To these last ingenious scholars,
we owe the rescue of many valuable fragments of an-
tiquity. They happily preserved the best maxims, the
characters of persons, deecriptions, and any other sub-
jects which they found interesting in their studies.

There have been learned men who have censured
these Abridgers, as the cause of our having lost so many
excellent entire works of the ancients ; for posterity be-
coming less studivus, was satisfied with these extracts,
and neglected to preserve the originals, whose volumi-
nous size was less attractive. Others on the contrary
say, that these Abridgers have not been so prejudicial
to literature, as some have imagined ; and that had it
not been for their care, which snatched many a perish-
able fragment from that shipwreck of letters, which the
barbarians occasioned, we should perhaps have had no
works of the ancients remaining. :

Abridgers, Compilers, and even Translators, in the
present fastidious age, are alike regarded with contempt}
yet to form their works with skill requires an exertion
of judgment, and frequently of taste, of which their
contemners appear to have no conception. It is the
great misfortune of such literary labours, that even when
performed with ability, the learned will not be found
to want them, und the unlearned have not discernment
to appreciate them.” ‘

ABRINCATARUM orrIDUM, in Ancient Geogra-
phy, the town of the Abrincates or Abrincatus; mow
Avranches, in France, situated on an eminence in the
south-west of Normandy, near the borders of Brit-
tany, on the English channel. W. Long. 1. 10. N.
Lat. 48. 0. .

ABROGATION, the act of abolishing a law, by
anthority of the maker; in which sense the word is sy-
nonymous with abolition, repealing, and revocation.

Abrogation stands opposed to rogation: it is distin-
guished from derogation, which implies the taking
awdy only some part of a law; from subrogation, which
denotes the adding a clause to it; from obrogation,
which implies the limiting or restraining it; from drs-
pensation, which only sets it aside in a particular in-

Vor. I. Pat L ‘

.t is remarkably bard and fine ; but even this is going
F

ABROKANT, or MALLEMoLLI, a kind of muslin, 0

?  Abruzx zo.

or clear, white, fine cotton cloth, brought from the iy

East TIndies, particularl
length 16 French ells an
§ eighths,

ABROLHOS, in Geography, dangerous shoals or

from Bengal; being in
3 quarters, and in breadth

" banks of sand, about 20 leagues from the coast of Bra-

zil. 8. Lat. 18. 22. W. Long. 38. 45.

ABROMA, in Botany. See BoTANY Index.

ABROTANUM, in Botany. See ARTEMISIA,
BoTaNy Index.

ABROTONUM, in Ancient Geograply, atown and
harbour on the Mediterranean, in the district of Syrtis
Parva in Africa; one of the three cities that formed
Tripoly. :

ABRUG-BANYA, in Gengraphy, a populous town of
Transylvania, in the district of Weissenburg.
situated in a conntry which abounds with mines of gold
and silver, and is the residence of. the mine office, and
cléief of the metal towns. E. Long. 23. 24. N. Lat,
46. so.

ABRUS, in Botany,- the trivial name of the Gry-
CINE.

ABRUZZO, a province of Naples. The river
Pescara divides it into two parts ; one of which is call
ed Ulterior, of which Aguila is the capital; and the
other Citerior, whose capitalis Ckrets. Besides the Apen-
nines, there are two considerable mountains, the one
called Monte Cavallo, and the other Monte Majello 3
the top of which last is always covered with snow. A-
bruzzo is a cold country; but the rigour of the climate
is not so great as to prevent the country from produ-
cing in abundance every thing requisite for the suppert
of life.  Vegetables, fruits, animals, and numberless
other articles, of sustenance, not only furnish ample
provision for the use of the natives, but also allow of
exportation. It produces so much wheat, that many
thousands of quarters are annually shipped off. Much
Turkey wheat is sent out, and the province of Teramo
sells a great deal of rice little inferior in quality to
that of Lombardy. QOil is a plentiful commodity, and
wines are made for expertation on many parts of the
coast; but wool has always been, and still is, their
staple commodity : the flocks, after passing the whole

. summer in the fine pastures of the mountains, are driven

for the winter into the warm plains of Puglia, and a
few spots near their own coast, where the snow does not
lie. There are no manufactures of woollensin the pro-
vince, except two small ones of coarse cloth. The
greatest part of the wool is exported unwrought. No
silk is made here, though mulberry trees would grow
well in the low grounds.

Formerly the territory of Aquila furnished Italy al-
most exclusively with saffron; but since the culture of
that plant has been so much followed in Lombardy, it
has fallen to nothing in Abruzzo. In the maritime
tracts of country the cultivation of liquorice ‘has been
increased of late years, but foreigners export the roots
in their natural state : in the province of Teramo there
is a manufactory of pottery ware, for which there is a
great demand in Germany, by the way of Trieste, as

to

Itis .



ABR E 42 ) ABS

Abruzeo. te decay, by being abandoned entirely to the igno- punity, fewer atrocious and inhoman deeds are beard Abrazse
ey’ rance of common workmen. It is not to be expected of than in other parts of the realm. Rempoants of an- i

that any improvemeats will be made is arts and wanu- cient northern customs existed here so late as the be- Absimarss.
ginning of this century, and, ameng the wonataineers,
very evideat traces of the Frank and Teutonic lan-
guages may be discovered.

ABSALOM, in Sorvpture History, the son of Da-
vid by Maacah, was brother to Tamar, David’s
ter, who was ravished by Amaon their eldest brothes
by another mother. Absalom waited two years for.an
opportunity of revenging the injory dene to his sister:
and at last procured the aseassination of Amnon at a
feast which he bad prepared for the kiang’s sons. He
took refuge with Talmai king of Geshur ; and was na
sooner restored to favour, but he eagaged the Israelites
to revolt from his father. Absalom was defeated in
the wood of Epbraim: ss be was flying, bis hair
caught bold of an oak, where be hung till Joab came
and thrust bim through with three darts : David bad
expressly ordered his life to be spared, and extremely
lamented him. The weight of Absalom’s bair, which
is stated at “ 200 shekels after the kiog’s weight,”
has occasioned mnch critical discussion. 1f, accordi
to some, the Jewish shekel of cilver was equal to balf an
ounoce avoirdupois, 200 shekels would be 6} pounds;
or, according to Josephus, if the 200 shekels be egual
to § minx, and each mina 23 pounds, the weight of
the hair would be 127 pounds, s supposition not very
credible. It hus been supposed by others, that the she-
kel bere denotes a weight in gold equal to the valuo
of the silver shekel, or half an ounce, which will re-
duce the weight of the hair to about 5 onuces; or that
the 200 shekels are meant 4o cxpress the valae, not the
weight.

AggSCESS, in Swgery ; from abscedo, to separate ;
®» cavity contaiving pus; or a collection of puriform
matter 10 a part : Se called, because the parts which
were joined are now ed ; one part recedes from
another, to make way for the collected matter. Bee
SURGERY.

ABSCISSE, in Conics, a part of the diameter or
trensverse axis of & covic sectian, intercepted between
the vertex or some other fixed point and a semiorndinate.
See Conic SECTIONS.

ABSCONSA, a dark lantern used by the monks at
the ceremony of burying their dead.

ABSENCE, ia Scots Law : When a person cited
belore a court does not appear, and judgment is pro-
nounced, that judgment is said to be sm absence. No

rson caa be tried criminally in abseace.

ABSENTEE, a person ahsent from his station, em-
ployment, or country. Sse SUPPLEMENT.

ABSIMARUS, ia History, having dethroned Loon~
tiws, cut off his nose and ears, and sbut him up in a
monastery, was proclainied by the soldiers emperor of
the East, A. D. 698. Leontins himself was also an
usurper. He had dethroned Justinian LI. who, after-
wards, with the assistance of the Bulgarians, surprised
and took Constantinople and made Absimarue prisoner.
Justinian, now settled on the throne, and baving both
Alsimarus and Leontius in his power, loaded them with
chains, ordercd them to lie down on the ground, and
with a barbarous pleacure, held a foot on the neck of
each far the space of un hour in presence of the people,
who with shouts and exclamations sung, Super asps-

dem

factures, where the eacouragement and attestian of sa-
periors is wanting, and no psiss taken to render the
commadity more marketable, ar to open better channels
of sale for it. The only advantages these provinces
enjoy, are the gift of benevolent natore ; but she has
still greater presents in store for them, and waits only
for the helping hand of government to produce them.
This whole coast, one hundred miles in length, is ut-
terly destitute of sea ports; and the ouly spots where
the produce can be embarked are dangerous iaconve-
pient roads, at the mouths of rivers, and along a lee-
shore : the difficulty of procuring shipping, and of lead-
ing the goods, frequently caunses great quantities of
them to rot on hand ; which damps industry, and pre-
vents all improvements in agriculture, The busband-
mau is a poor dispirited wretch, and wretchedoess pro-
duces emigration : the uneven aurface of the country
occasions it to be inhabited by retail, if the expression
may be used, rather than in large masses ; for there is
not a city that contains ten thousand people, and few
of them exceed three thousand. Villages, castles, and
feudatory estates are to be met with in abundaace ;
but the numbers of their inbabitants are to be reckoned
by hundreds, not thousands : in & word, the political
and social system of the province shows no signs of the
vigour which natare so remarkably displays bece in all
ber operations.

The antiquary and the naturalist may travel bere
with exquisHe pleasure and profit ; the former will find
treasures of inscriptions; and inedited monumants, be-
longing to the warlike nations that once covered the
face of the country ; the natural philosepher will bave
# noble field far observation in the stupendous moun-
tains that rise on all sides. Monte-corno and Majello
ure among the most interesting. The &rst is like an aged
monvment of nature, bald, and horribly brokea on
every aspect ; from various appearances, it is evident
that its bowels contain many valpable veins of metsilic
ore ; but the great difficulty of access renders the search
of them almost impracticable. Majello has other merits,
80d of a gayer kind :—nature bas clothed ite declivities
and elevated fields with an infinite variety of plante.

The character of the inbabitants varies a litlle among
themselves, according to situation and climate, hut es-

-sentially from the disposition of the natives of the more
southern provinces. This proceeds from a difference
of -origin: for the Lombards, who were barbarians,
but not cruel ; poor, but hospitable ; codowed with
plain honest sense, though possessed of little acuteness
or subllety ; remained peaceable proprietors of these
mountainous regions, till the Normans, who were ac-
customed to & aimilar climate, ‘come end dispossessed
them. The Greeks who retained almost every otber
part of the kiogdom uuder their dominion, never had
any sway here. For this reason the Abrazaesi stil
hear a great resemblance to their northera progeniters
ar masters: to this day one may trace in. them ths
same goodness of beart, but great indolence and re-
pugnance to lively exertions ; a fault that preceeds rn-
ther from a want of active virtue, than a disposition to
wickedness. Hence it comes, that in these provinces,
where the proximity of. the frontier almost ensures im-

3
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Absimaras demn ot Basshocum ambulabis, et conomlcabes honem et are absolute wombers, but 2 is not, as being joiwed with Abeciste
I draconems. * Thou shalt walk on the asp and the ba. the letter . i
Abscinte. giligk, and tread on the lion and the dragen.” By the ABSOLUTION, in Civil Law, is a sentence where. Absorption.

orders of Justinian, Absimarws and Leontins wore be- by the party aceused is declared innoceat of the crime
laid to his charge.—Among the Romans, the ordinary
method of ancing judgment was this: after the
cause had been pleaded on both sides, the praeco wsed
the word dizerunt, q. d. they have said what they had
to say ; then three ballots were distributed to each
jwdge, marked as mentioned under the article A ; and
as the majority fell of either mark, the accused was ab-
solved or condemned, &c. 1f be were ahsolved, the

headed, A. D. 705.

ABSINTHIATED, any thing tinged or impreg-

nated with absinthism or wormwoed. Bartholin men-
tions a weman whose milk was beceme absinthiated,
and rendered as bitter as gull, by the toe liberal vee of
wrormwood. .
- Finum absintAstes, or pocrlum absinthsatum, ** worm-
wood wine,” is much spoken of among the ancients as
& wholesome driuk, and even an antidote against drenk-
enness. Its medical virtues depend om M3 aromatic
and bitter qualities. Infased in wipe or spirits, it may
prove beneficial in cases of indigestion or debility of
the stomach.

ABSINTHIUM, in Botany, the trivial name of
the cosimon wormwood. See ARTEMIsiA, Borany
Index. - )

ABSIS, in Adtronomy, the same with apsis. See
Aprsis,

ABSOLUTE, in a general sense, something that
‘stands free or independent,

ABIOLUTE is more particularly understood of a being

or thing which does not proceed from any cause, or
does not sabsist by virtue of any other being, consider-
ed as its cause ; in which sense, God alone is absolute,
dAbsolute, in this sense, is synonymous with independent,
and stands opposed to dependent. ‘
" ABSOLUTE also denotes a thing that is free from
conditions or limitations ; in which sense, the word is
synonymous with unconditional. We say, an absolute
decree, absolute promise, absolute vbedience.

AssoLure Government, that in which the prince is
Teft solely to his own will, being not limited to the ob-
servance of any laws except those of his own discre-
tion.

Ansorure Equations, in Astronomy, is the aggregate
of the optic and eccentric equations. The apparent
inequality of a planet’s motion, aricing from its not be-
ing equally distant from the earth at all times, is eall-
ed its optic equation, and would subsist even if the pla-
net’s real motion were uniform. The eccentric ine.
quality is caused by the planet’s motion being uniform.
To illustrate which, conceive the san to move, or to
uppear to move, in the circumference of a circle, in
whose centre the earth is placed. 1t is manifest, that
if the sun moves uniformly in this circle, it must appear
to move uniformly to a spectator on the earth, and in
this case there will be no optic nor eccentric equation ;
hnt suppose the earth to be placed out of the centre of
the circle, and then, though the sun’s motion should be
really uniform, it would not appear to be so, when seen
from the earth; and in this case there would be an optic
equation, without an eccentric one. Imagine farther,
the eun’s orbit to he not circular but elliptic, and the
earth in its focus; it will be as evident that the sun
cannot appear to have an uniform motion in such el-
lipse : so that his motion will then be subject to two
equations, the optic and the eccentric.

ArsoLute Number, in Algebra, is any pure namber
standing in any equation without the conjanction of li-
teral characters ; as 2& - 36 = 48 ; where 36and 48

* practor dismissed him with videtur non fecisse, or jure

videtur fecisse. "

ABSOLUTION, in the Camon Law, is a juridical act,
whereby the priest de¢lares the sins of such as are peni-
tent remitted.—The Romanists hold abselution a part ef
the sacrament of penance ; the council of Trent, scss,
xiv. eap. iiis and that of Florence, in the decree ad A--
monos, declare the form or essence of the sacrament to
lie in the words of absolution, I absolve thee of thy sins.
The formula of absolution, in the Romish church, is ab-
solute : in the Greek church, it is deprecatory ; and in
the churches of the reformed, declarative.

ABSOLUTION is chiefly used among Protestants for a
sentence by which a persen who stands excommunica-
ted is released or freed from that punishment.

ABSORBENT, in general, any thing poscessing the
faculty of absording, or swallowing up another.

Assorsent Medictnes, testaceous powders, or sub-
stances into which caleareous earth enters, as chalk,
crabs eyes, 8o. which are taken inwardly, for drying up
or absorbing any acid or redundant humours in the sto-
mach or intestines. They are likewise applied external-
ly to ulcers or sores with the same intention.

ABSORBENTS, or ABsORBING Vessels, in Anatomy,
a mame given promigcuously to the lacteal vessels, lym-
phatics, and inhalant arteries, a minnte kind of ves-
sels found in animal bodies, which imbibe floids that
come in contact with them. On account of their
minuteness and transparency, they escape obeervation
in ordinary dissection. They have, however, been
detected in every tribe of animals, and, in the ani-
mals which have been examined, in every part of the
body. Those which open into the stomach and intes-
tines, and convey the chyle, which is a milky fluid,
from these organs to the bloed, bave received the name
of lacteals, or lacteal vessels ; and these which open on
the external surface, and the surface of all the cavities
of the body, have been denominated /lymphatics, from
the lymph or colourless fluid which they contain, See
ANATOMY,

ABSORBING, the swallowing up, sucking up, or
imbibing any thing: thus black bodies are said to ab-
sorb the rays of light ; luxariant branehes, to absord, or
waste the nutritious juices which should feed the fruit
of trees, &ec.

ABSORPTION, in the animal economy, is the
fonction of the absorbent vessels, or that power by
which they take up and propel snbstances. This power
bas been ascribed to the operation of different cau-
ses, according to the theories which physiologists bave
proposed. Some attribute it to capillary attraction,

others to the pressure of the atmosphete, and others to
F2 an
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Abeorption 88 ambiguous or unknown cause, which they denomi- The Roman ladies, in the first ages of the republic, syuemicm
(] nate suction ; for this last is nothing else than the ela- were all enjoined to be abstemious 3 and that it might

Abstemi- gtic power of one part of the air restoring the equili- appear, by their breath, whether or no they kept up to Abstinenee.

2 brium, which has been destroyed by the removal or ra- the injunction, it was one of the laws of the Roman =—v=—’

refaction of another part.

ABsorprTI0Ns of the Earth, a term used by Kircher
and others for the sinking in of large tracts of Iand by
means of subterranean commotions, aud many other ac-
cidents.

Pliny tells us, that in his time the mountain Cym-
botus, with the town of Curites, which stood on its
side, were wholly absorbed into the earth, so that not
the least trace of cither remained ; and he records the
like fate of the city of Tantalis in Magnesia, and after
it of the mountain Sypilus, both thus absorbed by a
violent opening of the earth. Galamis and Gamales,
towns once famous in Pheenicia, are recorded to bave
met the same fate ; and the vast promontory, called
Phegium, in Ethiopia, after a violent earthquake in the
night-time, was not to be ceen in the morning, the
whole having disappeared, and the earth closed over
it. These and many other histories, attested by the
authors of greatest credit among the ancients, abun-
dantly prove the fact in the earlier ages; and there
have not been wanting too many instances of more mo-
dern date. (Kircher's Mund. Subter. p. 77.)

Picus, a lofty mountain in one of the Molucca isles,
which was seen at a great distance, and served as a
Jand-mark to sailors, was entirely destroyed by an
earthquake ; and its place is now occupied by a lake,
the shores of which correspond exactly to the base of
the mountain. In 1556, a similar accident happened
in China. A whole province of the mountainous part
of the country, with all the inhabitants, sunk i a mo-
ment, and was totally swallowed up : The space which
was formerly land was also covered with an extensive
lake of water. And, during the earthquakes which
prevailed in the kingdom of Chili, in the year 1646, se-
veral whole mountains of the Andes sunk and disap-

ared.

ABSORUS, Apsorus, ABSYRTIS, ABSYRTIDES,
APSYRTIDES, APSYRTIS, and ABSYRTIUM, (Strabo,
Mela, Ptolemy) ; islands in the Adriatic, in the gulf
of Carnero; so called from Absyrtus, Medea’s bro-
ther, there slain. They are either one island, or two
separated by a narrow channel, and joined by a bridge;
and are now called Cherso and QOsero.

ABSTEINEN, in Geography, a district near the
river Memel in Little Lithuania. It is a mountainous
country, but is fertile in grain, and abounds with sheep
and excellent horses.

ABSTEMII, in church history, a name given to
such persons as could not partake of the cup of the eu-
charist on account of their natural aversion to wine.
Calvinists allow these to communicate in the species or
bread only, touching the cup with their lip; which,
on the other hand, is by the Lutherans deemed & pro-
fanation. :

ABSTEMIOUS, ‘is properly understood of a per-
son who refrains nbsolutely from all use of wine.

The history of Mr Wood, in the Medic. Trans,
vol. ii. p. 261, art. 18, is a very remarkable exem-
plification of the very beneficial alterations which may
be eflected on the human body by a stiict course of
abstemiousness.

) 2

civility, that they should kiss their friends and relations
wheaever they accosted them.

ABSTEMIUS, LAuRENTIUS, a native of Macera-
ta, professor of belles lettres in Urbino, and librarian’
of Duke Guido Ubaldo, under the poatificate of A-
lexander VI. He wrote, 1. Notes on most difficult
passages of ancieat authors. 2. Hecatomythiom, i. e.
A collection of an hundred fables, &c. which have
been often printed with those of AEsop, Pheedrus, Ga-
brias, Avienus, &c. and a preface to the edition of Au-
relius Victor published at Venice in 1505. -

‘ABSTERGENT wMEDICINKS, those employed for
resolving obstructions, concretions, 8&c. such as soap,

c.

ABSTINENCE, in a general sense, the act or ba-
bit of refraining from something to which there is a
strong propensity. Among the Jews, various kinds of
abstinence were ordained by their law. The Pytha-
goreans, when initiated, were enjoined to abstain from
animal food, except the remains of sacrifices ; and ta
drink nothing but water, unless in the evening, when
they were permitted to tuke a small portion of wine.
Among the primitive Christians, some denied them-
selves the use of such meats as were prohibited by that
law, others regarded this abstinence with contempt 3
of which St Paul gives his opinion, Rom. xiv. 1—3.
The council of Jerusulem, which was held by the apo-
stles, enjoined the Christian converts to abstain from
meats strangled, from blood, from fornication, and
from idolatry. Abstinence, as prescribed by the gos-
pel, is intended to mortify and restrain the passions,
to humble our vicious natures, and by that means raise
our minds to a due sense of devotion. But there is
another sort of ahstinence, which may be called ritual,
and consists in abstaining from particular meats at cer-
tain times und seasons. It was the spiritnal monarchy
of the western world which first introduced this ritoal
abstinence ; the rules of which were called rogations ;.
but grossly abused from the true nature and design of
fasting. In England, abstinence fram flesh has been
enjoined by statute since the Reformation, particularly
on Fridays and Saturdays, on vigils, and on all com-
monly called fisk days. ~The like injunctions were re-
newed under Queen Elizabeth: but at the same time
it was declared, that this was done not out of motives
of religion, as if there were any, difference in meats
but in favour of the consumption.of fish, and to multi-
ply the number of fishermen and mariners, as well as
to spure the stock of sheep. The great fast, says St
Augustin, is to abstain from sin.

ABSTINENCE is more particularly used for a spare
dict, or a slender parsimonious use of food. Physicians
relate wonders of the elfects of abstinence in the cure
of many disorders, and protracting the term of life.
The noble Venetian Cornaro, after all imaginable
means had proved vain, so that his life was despaired
of at 40, recovered, and lived to near 100, by the
mere effect of abstinence ; as he himself gives the ac-
count. It is indeed surprising to what a great age the
primitive Christians of the east, who retired (rem the
persecutions into the deserts of Arubia and Epypt, li-

ved,
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AWstlaence. Yedj besithfol and cheerful, on a very little food.
S )

® Phil.
Trane
N° 194.

Cassian assures us, that the common rate for 24 hours
was 12 ounces of bread, and pire water: with such
frogal fare St Anthony lived 10§ years; James the
Hermit, 104 ; Arsenius, tutor of the emperor Arca-
dius, 120; St Epiphanivs, 115 ; Simeon the Stylite,
112; and Romauld, 120. Indeed, we can match
these instances of longevity at home. Buchasan in-
forms us, that one Laurence arrived at the great. age
of 140 by force of temperance and labour ; and Spots-
wood mentions one Kentigern, afterwards called St
Mongah or Mungo, who lived to 185 by the same
means. Abstinence, however, is to be recommended
only as it.means a proper regimen; for in general it
must have bad consequences when observed without a
doe regard to constitution, age, strength, &c. Ac-
cording to Dr Cheyne, most of the chronical diseases,
the infirmities of old age, and the shars lives of Eng-
lishmen, are owing to repletion; and- may be: either
eured, prevented, or remedied by abstinence ; but then

the kinds of abstinence which ought to be observed, .

either in sickness or health,.are to be deduced from the
Jaws of diet and regimen..

Among the ioferior animals, we see- extraordinary
instances of long abstinence. The serpent kind, in par-
ticalur, bear abstinence to a wonderful degree. We
have seen rattle-snakes which had lived many months
without any foody yet: still retained their vigour and
fierceness. Dr Shaw speaks of a couple of cerastes (a
sort of Egyptian serpeuts), which had been kept five
years in a bottle close corked, without any sort of food,
unless a smull quantity of sand in which they ooiled
themselves up in the bottom of the vessel may be rec.
koned as such :.yet when- he saw them, they had new-
ly cast their skins, and were us brisk and lively as if
just'taken. But it is pataral for divers species to pass
four, five, or six months every year, without either eat-
ing or drinking. Accordingly, the tortvise, bear, dor-
mouse, serpent, &c. are observed regularly to retire, at
those seasous, to their respective cells, and hide them-
selves, some in the caverns of rocks or ruins;-ethers
dig heles under ground;: others get into woods, and
lay themselves up in the clefts of -trees ; others bury
themselves under water, &c. And these animals are
found as flut and feshy, after some months abstinence, as
before.—Sir G. Ent* weighed his tortoise several years
successively, at its going to earth in October, and coming
out again' in March; and found, that of four: peunds
four ounces, -it-only used to-lose about ene ovnce. In-
deed we have instances of men passing several months
as strictly-abstinent as other creatures. In particular,
the records of the Tower mention a-Scotchmun im-
prisoned for felony, and strictly watched in that fortress
for six weeks, during which time he did- not take the
least sustenance :*and on this account lie obtained- his
pardon. Numberless instances of extraordinary ab-
stinence, particularly from morbid ‘causes, .are to be
found inthe different periodical Memoirs, Transactions,
Ephemerides, &c. It is to be:added, that, in most in-
stances of extraordinary human abstinence: related by
naturahists, there were said to have been apparent
marks of a texture of blood and humours, much like
that of the animale above mensioned. Though it is
no improbable opinion, that the air itself may furnish
something for nautrition,. it is oertain, there are sub-
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stances of all kinds, animal, vegetable, &c. floating Apstinence
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in the atmosphere, which must be coutinually taken in

by respiration; and that an animal body may be nourish. Abstrac-

ed thereby, is evident in the instance of vipers; which
if taken when first brought forth, and kept from every
thing but air, will yet grow very considerably in a few
days. 8o the eggs of lizards ave observed to increase
in bulk, after they are produced, and in like manner -
the egys or spawn of fishes grow and are nourished
with the water. And hence, say some, it-is that cooks, -
turospit dogs, &c. though they eat but little, yet are
usually fat. See FAsTiNG. See also DIETETICS;.
SuPPLEMENT.

ABSTINENTS, or ABSTINENTES, a set of here- -
tics that appeared in France and Spain about the end
of the third century. They' are supposed-to have bor-
rowed part of their opinions from the Gnostics and Ma~
nicheans, - because they opposed marriage, condemned -
the use of flesh meat, and placed the Holy Ghost in--
the- class of created beings. We have, bowever, no-
certain account of their peculiar tenets. -

ABSTRACT, in-a general sense, .any thing sepa-
rated from something else.

AssTract Idea; in Metaphysics; is a partial idea of
a complex object, limited to one or-more of the compo-
nent parts or properties, laying aside or abstracting from -
the rest. Thus, in viewing an object with the eye, or -
recollecting it in the mind, we can easily abstract from
some of its parts or properties, and attach ourselves to
others : we cun attend to the redness of a cherry, with-
out regard to its figure, taste, or consistence. ABs.
STRACTIGN.

ABs1RAcT Mathematics, otherwise called Pure Ma:
thematics, is that which treats of magnitude or quantity, -
absolutely and generally considered, - without restriction
to any species of particular magnitude ; such are A-
rithmetic and Geometry.. In this sense, abstract ma-
thematics is opposed to mixed mathematics ; wherein
simple aud abstract-properties, and - the relations of
guantities primitively considered in pure mathematics,
are applied to-sensible objects, and by that means be.
come intermixed with physical considerations: such are
Hydrostatics, Optics, Navigation, &ec. .

ABsTRACT Numbers, are assemblages of units, con- -
sidered in themselves, without denoting any particulap
and determinate things. Thus. six is an abstract num- .
ber, when :not applied to any thing; but if we say 6
feet, 6 becomes-a -concrete number. Sce the article
NuMBEK.

Anstract Terms, words that are used to express ab-
stract ideas. - Thus beauty, ugliness, whiteness, round-
ness, life, death, are abstract terms.

ABSTRACT, in Literature, a compendious view of any
large work ; shorter and more superficial than an
abridgement.

ABSTRACTION, in general, the art of abstract-
ing, or the state of bei»l;g abstracted.

ABSTRACTION, in Metaphyscs,. the operation of the
mind when occupied by abstract ideas. A large oak
fixes our attention, and abstracts us from the shrubs
that supround it. In the.same manner, a beautiful
woman in a crowd, abstracts our thoughts, and engros-
ses our attention.solely to herself. These are examples.
of 'real abstraction : -when these, or any others of a si--
milar. kind,, are recalled'to the mind -after the objects.

‘ themselves

tion.'

- |
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Abstrne. themselves gre removed from our sight, they form what ~ ABTHANES, in History, a title of benowr wsed by Abthance,
tion  aye ealled abstract ideas, or the mind is said to be em-  the ancient inbabitants of Scotland, whe called their Abubekar.
nobles thanes, which in the old Saxon sigaifies king’s v’

| ployed in abstract ideas. But the pewer of abstzaction

Absyrtos.
A e

is not confined to ebjects that ave separable in reality
as well as mentally : the size, the figure, the colour of
a tree, are inseparably connected, and caonet exist m-
dependent of each other; and yet we can mentally con~
fine our observations te any one of these properties, ne~
glecting or abstracting from the rest.

Abstraction is chiefly employed these three ways.
First, When the mind considers any one part of 2
thing, in some respect distinct frem the whele; as &
man’s arm, without the consideration of the rest of the
body. Becondly, When we consider the mode of any
substance, omitting the substance itself ; or when we
separately consider several modes which subsist toge-
ther in one subject. This abstraction the geometricians
make use of when they consider the length of a bedy
separately, which they call a Ane, omitting the consi-
deration of its breadth and thickness. Thirdly, It is
by abstractien that the mind forms general or sniversal
ideas : omitting the modes and relations of the particu-
lar objects whence they are formed. Thus, when we

-would understand a thinking being in general, we ga-
~ther from our self-coneciousness what it 1s to think ; and

omitting those things which have a particular relation
to our own minds, or to the homan mind, we conceive
» thinking being in general.

Ideas formed in this manner, which are what we
proye:? call abstract sdeas, become general representa-
tives of all objects of the same kind ; and their names
applicable to whatever cxists conformable to sach ideas.

hus the ides of colour that we receive from chalk,
snow, milk, 8c. is a representative of all of that kind ;
and has a name given it, whlencss, which signifies the
same quality wherever found or imagined.

ABSTRUSE, something deep, bidden, concealed,
or far removed from common apprebensions, and there-
fore not easily understood ; in opposition to what is
obvious and palpable, Thus metapbysics is an abstruse
science ; and the doctrine of fluxions, and the method
fcdman'mf: et minimis, are abstruse points of know-

edge.
. geBBURD, an epithet applied to any thing that is
to human apprehension, and contradicts a ma-

- nifest truth. Thus, it would be absurd to say that 6

and 6 make only 10, or to deny that twice 6 make 12,
When the term absurd is applied to actions, it bas the
same import as ridiculous.

ABSURDUM, reductio ad absurdum, is a mode of
demonstration employed by mathematicians when they
prove the truth of a proposition by demonstrating that
the contrary is impossible, or leads to an absnrdity. * It
#s in this manner that Euclid demonstrates the fourth
proposition of the first book of the Elements, by show-
ing that the contrary involves a manifest absurdity, viz.
¢ That two straight kines can inclose o Al
‘eABSYNTHIUM. 8ece ARTEMISIA, BoraNY In-
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ABSYRTUS, in heathen mythology, the son of
ZfEtes and Hypsea, and the brother of Medea. The
latter running away with Jason, after her baving assist-
ed him in carrying off the golden fleece, was pursued

. by her father ; when, to stop his progress, she tore Ab-

syrtua in pieces, and scattered his limbs in his way.

ministers ; and of these the higher rank were sty
abthancs, and those of the lower undertianca, .
ABUBEKER, or Asu-BECR, the first caliph, the
immediate successor of Mabomet, and oae of his first
eonverte. His original name was Abduleaaba, signi-
fying, servant of the caaba or temple, which, after his
conversion to Mahometanism, was changed to Abdallnh,
servont of God ; and oo the marringe of the prophet
with his daughter Ayesha, he received the appellation
of Abu-Becr, Fat/er of the virgin. Illustrious by his fa-
mily, and possessed of Lamense wealth, bis influence and
example were powerful means of propagating the faith
be had adopted, and in gaining converts tontge new re-
ligion. Abubeker was a sound believer, and akh-ﬁ
he lived in the greatest familiarity with Mahomet,
had always the highest veneration for his character.
He vouched for the truth of his revelations after his
uightly visits to heaven, and thus obtained the appells-
tion of the fasth He was employed in every mis-
sion of trust or 1mportance, was the constant friend of
the prophet, and when he was foreed to fly from Mecca,
was his only companion. But notwithstanding his
blind devotisn to Mahometanism, his moderation and

-predence were conspicuous in checking the famatical

2eal of the disciples of the new religion, on the death
of Mahomet. This event threatened destruction to the
doctrines of Islamism. Its followers conld not donbt
that it had taken place, and they were afraid to believe
it. In this uncertainty and fuctuation of belief, Omar
drew bis sword, and threatened to cat in pieces all who
dared to assert that the prophet was dead. Abubeker,
with more coolness and wisdom, addressed the people.
Is it, says he, Mahomet whom adore, or the God
ewhom ke has revealed to you3 Know that this God 1s
alone immortal, and that all those whom ke has created
are subject to death, Appensed and reconciled by this
speech, they elected him successor to Mahomet, and he
assumed the modest title of calipb, which has continued
with all his successors. Ali, the son-in-law of the pro-
phet, regarding the elevatien of Abubeker as a viola-
tion of his legal rights to the successien, refased at first
to ise the appointment, till he was forced by
threats into compliance and submission. His partisans,
however, still considered him as the legitimate successor,
and their opinien bas prevailed among many Mussul-
mans, whe believe that the sovereign authority, both

spiritual and temporal, remains with his descendants,
The first part of the reign of Abubeker was unset-
tled and turbulent. Many of his subjects returned to
idolatry, some embraced Cbristisnity, new impostors
arose. Seduced by the example of Mahomet, they were
dazzled with the bope of power and distinction, and
were thus led on to destruction. He alone was received
as the troe prophet, all others were false. Abubeker,
with the assistance of Caled, an able general, soon re-
duced to submission and obedience, o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>