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TO THE

FARMERS
THE UNITED KINGDOM.

———
GENTLEMEN,

Itis my intention, should no other Member of more
influence and experience undertake the task, to pro-
pose, in the approaching session of Parliament, a
revision of the Corn Laws, upon the principle of
gradually abolishing all restriction, and all duties,
upon the importation of the products of foreign
agriculture. In the mean time, permit me to solicit
your attention while I state, in as few words as
possible, the grounds upon which I confidently an-
ticipate, that, in endeavouring to carry through a
measure, upon which the prosperity of all the indus-
trious classes of the community essentially depends,
I shall ‘receive, from the enlightened agriculturists
of the United Kingdom, not opposition, but support.
It is the interest of the farmer, no less than of the
manufacturer, that the rate of profit should be high.
The cultivator of the soil, like every other producer,
is prosperous when his returns considerably exceed
his expenses, and is depressed and embarrassed as the
return he obtains bears a diminishing proportion to
the capital he lays out. Now I undertake to show,
by proof amounting to demonstration, that a free
Aimportation of the products of foreign agriculture,
without restriction and without duty, would render
the rate of profit, in all the branches of British
“industry, agriculture included, permanently high.
Should I succeed in this undertaking, may I not ex-
pect to receive from the farmer, as well as from the
manufacturer and trader, cordial support and co-opera-
tion, while endeavouring to obtain the sanction of the
Legislature for a gradual introduction of a perfectly free
and untaxed trade in all the first necessaries of life?
It was proved before a committee of the House
of Commons, and it is a fact which must be fami-
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liar to every practical farmer, that the sojls junder
cultivation in this country vary very, widely,  from
eachother in fe«ruhty ; some lands,; as. stated in,
evidence before the Select Committee of the Com-
mons, yielding no more than from eight to nine, and
athers producing as much as from; thirty-six to.forty
bushels of wheat per acre.. The expense of cylti-
vating bad land is greater than that of cultivating
good land. I will, however, concede this point; I
will admit that cold reluctant soils are tilled at no
greater cost than alluvial mould ; and I will assumc,
tor. the sake of illustration, that on every quality of
land the farmer’s annual outlay, in cultivating  his
farm, consists of ten bushels, or the value, of ten
bushels of wheat per acre.

. These things being prermsed we will as:pme tb,at
in consequence of the free importation of foreign corn,
the demand for farms is so limited that t_he,’farmq
can obtain, for a very small, or merely nomina). rept,
land yielding an. annual crop equivalent.to.20. bushels
of wheat per acre. Under these circumstances, the
farmer will pay rent for those lands only . whlch
yield more than 20 bushels per acre; and for.thesa
lands all the produce above 20 bushel/s per acre will
ga to rent. The farmer, therefore,. for. all .the lapds
which he cultivates, will obtain, after the deduction
for xent, a ploduce of 20 bushels. per gcee-and .as
his expenditure is only 10 bushels Per.acre,: ‘hisiprafiy
will be 10 bushels, or ceut. per cent.,upon, his capital,
. ~Let us: now suppose that an increasing, popula,
tion .requires an increased supply of .corn.;; that a
protecting duty limits .importation;. apd that, in
consequence, the demand for farms.hecomes.isuch,
That. that quality of land, which.. the, favmer., ¢an
‘bbtain!at ainominal. rent, yields onfy .15 Dushels: of
avireat periacre, apd that, on other lands,; thg AKCGSS
ofi }produet:uabowe fifteen bushcls, per. aare is prid a8
sHnte  His profits.-are. reduced from -aue Jhupdred
%0 =60 rer Gewt: Jiaying out 1Q,bushels, per,acng
fvicsdGhation, -he obtains. a veturn.of: 15, hashels

h-‘I.
1
__,
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Shotid - ineresting supplfes “of *food- pnitinue to ‘he
l‘eqdireﬂ‘ and hlgh protécting ditties wpon it
portation’ continueto be’ impesed;  thed' tio- lands
niay- bé'-obtainablé - at -2’ nominal -rent, ‘except-those
which;, cultwated at ‘an expense of 10' bushels of
whteat per-atre,’ yield - lespectlvely no-more -than 1T
or even 10 bushels -per- acre. - It is self ewdem;
that, on ‘the lands yielding 11 bushels - per: acre; the
farmer’s. profit would be reduced to one bDushel
per acre, and that on those yiclding only 10 ‘bishels
per acre, the profit would altogether disappear. /' "

Upon' the supposition that the expenses of: culhs
vation can be accurately represented by & ‘given
(quantity of the produce obtained, it can be established
by proof, simple and obvious, and amounﬁ ‘to
striet demonstration, that restrictions -imposed‘ on
the importation of foreign corn -lower ‘the rate. of
profit- upon the capital employed in domestic agyi-
cultum - I am.fully aware, however, that the: intel-
Egent pmctxcal agriculturist may object, ‘that this
qupposxtmli is not sufficiently conformahle' to! fact
and’ experience to-render the inductions from it eoms
pletely : satisfactory. Hence the question, ‘whether
tli¢' rate ‘of profit upon the capital ‘employed - i
dl)mestlc agr lculture, is raised or lowered by restries
ﬁOIIS on’ the importation of foxelgn corn, ‘becomes
one oPconSIderable complex:ty, involving, as it does,
comiﬂerat,lons ‘respectiirg -the value of farm: produce
and' o mm#ufhcwved ‘articles, -in- relation: to' ‘each
othér and:to currency. Ientreat the patient attention
of thé' intelligent farmer, while I endeavour to dis:
éntanglé this _cownplicated: question, and to presem
it to- hifnfreduCedxto its simp!e ‘elements. - foen
niFot tlils! purpose, I’ assume that" the‘expense iof
Ealeivating ah okre of tand “cousistsiof ‘the Taboun':of
otte man) téwhom'seed and food;: eqmleﬂt 16 five
Busheld of wiheat, and ilnplements and- clothing; equi
baldit 't five 'yards' of clothy ‘aré advancdd ; white
thiercost] of! prociiring 160s.. in« money also consists of
tliedabéur Jof 'on€é ‘man, to whom tle game itléuricnd
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advance is made: By this suppositieri, the produce
of an acre of land; paying only a.nominal pent, will
sell for 60s., whatever the quantity. of such produce
may be. The reasan wby .the varying quantity of
produce thus obtained from an -acre of lagd will
always sell for the same price is this.. The.principle
of competition constantly tends to. hring, the rates of
profit, obtained in different trades, to an equality;
and profits cannot be equal, unless products obtained at
equal cost are, on the average of years, of equal value.
While the produce of an acre of land, paying a
nominal rent, sells for 60s., I suppose further, that
the cost of producing 15 yards of cloth conmsists of
the labour of one man, to whom raw material and
food, equivalent to five bushels of wheat, and tools
and clothing, equivalent to five yards of cloth, have
been advanced. On the principle, that goods pro-
duced at equal cost are of equal -value, 15 yards of
cloth will be equivalent to the produce of an.acre of
land, and will always sell for 60s., or at 4s. per yard.
On these data, the question—in what manner
restrictions upon the importation of foreign corn
affect the profits of the farmer-—becomes one of
simple arithmetic.  And let me here distinctly
state, that I have assumed these data, not because
they are in any peculiar way favourable to the, con-
clusion which Iy wish to establish, but merely because
some data must be taken, in order to state the
‘complicated questions we have to consider. with
clearness and precision. ~

CASEL. - .,
. The farmer occupies, at a nominal rent; a tract
of land yielding an annual crop equivalent to 80
‘bushels of wheat pei acre. Upon the data assumed,
‘wheat must, in this case, be -2s. g bushe), because
the_same cost which raises 30 bushels procures 60s.
Qupption, What is the rate of the farmer’s profit ?
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: EXPENDITURE,: PER ACRE:

Farm produce, seed and food, s &
- five> bushels ‘'of wheat, at 2s. /. . : .7 ¢

: - per bashel - c...oiiiiinnina. . 10
o Wrought ods, ' implements, :
and clothing; equal to 5 yards
‘ ofélot,h Ceresednitenettensicnnes 20 S
. X 30, |
RETURN.
Produce, per acre, 30 bushels
at 28. ...... ceceocecesansescesces 60
Profit ......... 30
- CASE 1I.

The farmer’s profit being cent. per cent., when he
cultivates, at a nominal rent, land yielding 30 bushels
per dcre, we have now to ascertain what the rate of
his proﬁt will become, should restriction on the
" importation of foreign corn create such a demand for
farms, that the land which can now be.obtained at
a nominal rent, yields only 20 bushels of wheat per
acre, and that on the supenor lands all the produce
above 20 bushels per acre is paid as rent. In this
case, as 20 bushels per acre constitute the farmer’s
‘nett returh, 20 bushels will-be’ worth :608.3 in other
words, the price of wheat will rise from 2. to 8s. the
bushel. Question, What will be the farmer’s profit ?

EXPENDITURE, PER ACRE:

Farm produce, as - before, 5.5 o
bushels of wheat, at 3s. ...... 15 -
: Wmughtgoods,asbefore creer 20

. — 85
TWGnty bushels, at B8 evereees 0 60

-y U b N

Proﬁt eneneses t BB
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o CASE IIr. -~ : ' ',"
Increasing population, and continped obstructions:
to the importation of foreign comn, create such. as
demand for farms that' the capitalist who wishes to
engage in cultivation can obtain, at a nominal rent,
land yielding only 15 bushels per acre, and is obliged
to pay, as rent, all the surplus above 15 bushels per
acre yielded by lands of a superior quality. As 15
bushels per acre will in this case be the farmer’s nett-
return, after the deduction of rent, 15 bushels will be
worth .60s., and wheat will be 4s. per bushel. Ques-
tion, What is now the farmer’s profit ?

1
|

EXPENDITURE, PER ACRE :

: s. s.
Farm produce, as before, 5
_ bushels of wheat, at 4s. per
~ bushel covieiiieniniiiiniinnee. 20
Wrought goods, as before ...... 20 -
' : . ‘ — 40
, RETURN: - N
Produce, 15 bushels, at 4s. per '
B 1011 (T N 6o
. . ——‘—L .
 Profit .e...ees” 20

Thus we see that restrictions on the ,immiiié;ion'v

. of foreign agricultural ‘produce, and the congequent
increase in the cost price of wheat, from 2s. to 4s. .
per bushel, have reduced the rate of profit ypan; the.,
capital applied to domestic agriculture, from egn, per -
centto 50 per cent. Let the population ;continye ..
to inerease and the restrictive system to be enforeed, .
untilithe land, which ‘¢an be obtained at 2 pominal
rent, yields only 'seven' and a half 'bushels of, wheat -
per ucre} ‘and until, on’ all 'superfor lands, the excess:.
above seven'and ‘4 half bushels is paid as remt.. Inthis
case, seven bnd o half bushels, being the nett return .
upg?‘-'tl?g:&fﬂ_\ef's': capital after the deductjon of Tent,
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will be worth 60s., and the pfice of wheat will have
 risen to 8s. per bushel. Question, What now will be
the farmer's' profit 'upon the cépital hé mvests in cul-
tlmtmn" IR :
: e 6 C'&bE Iv."

s EXPEI\DI’I‘URE :

Farm p;qdqce. as . befoxe, 5 8. 8
‘ bushela .of wheat, per acre, at
8s. per bushel Bt I
Wrought articles, as befoxe..... 20

—_ 60-
 RETURN:
Produce, seven and a half bush-

els, at 8s. per bushel ......... 60

-

_Farmer’s Profit.......,. nil.

Thus it appears, with all the certainty of ‘demon-
stration, that those restrictions on the: 1mportat10n of
the products of foreign agriculture, which, in igno-
rance or in fraud, are represented as beneficial to the
class investing their capital in domestic agriculture,
have a direct and.necessary tendency to’ lower the
rate of the farmer’s profit. But the full extent of
the injury, which such restrictions inflict upon the
industry of the country, cannot be seen until we have
traced the manner in which they affect the proﬁts of
the artisan'and the manufacturer. .

It wil "be’ remembered that, in order to state the
,que:ticm under ' consideration with distinctness and
precision, T have assumed as data, that the samexxdentl-
cal e\pendlture that serves to cyltivate an agre of laud,
‘may hikewise serve either to procure 69s. in mansy, or
to ‘prepare fifteen yards of cloth, which are taken as
equivalent to ‘that.quantity of wrought gaods:which is
expendéd in cultwatmg three acres of land It must -
also be botne in'mind that, on'this supposltwn, it fol-" -
lows, from: that” principle of competition which tends
to'equalizé the rate of prefit, that the varying.quan- ..
tity ‘of produce raised from one acre, the constant
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quantity of goods employed in the cultivation of three
acres, and 60s. will all be of equal value. Now, if
the results obtained by the. employment of; equal
capitals are of equal value, then, in the first of the
preceding cases, when land paying a nominal rent
yields 30 bushels of wheat, selling at 2s. per bushel,
the profit of the manufacturer, as well as of the
farmer, will be cent. per cent. Fpr the account of the
manufacturer employing a capital equal to that with
which the farmer cultivates an acre of land will
stand thus :—

EXPENDITURE :

' s s
Food and raw material, equal to

five bushels of wheat, at 2s.

per bushel .....ccoevnianeei... 10
Clothing and implements, equal

to 5 yards of cloth ............ 20

RETURN :
Fifteen yards of cloth........... . 60
Pl‘Oﬁt...sn... . 30

In Case IIIL, in which restrictions on ith rta-
tion of forexgn food and material have cgea‘t\much
a demand for farms, that a nominal ren{ Jis obfained
for land yielding only 15 bushels of wheat per, acre,
and when, therefore, corn is at 48 per, qshp,l, the
manpfacturer’s profit will have .sunk from( g;qt;t

. per cent. to 50 per cent. His amount wxll D.QW spand

thus — Tudo \u

EXPENDITURB

Food and raw material, Bbushels s. ™ ’ss
of wheat, at 4s. per bushel e 2()L dnng

4 - Wrought goods ceeracnenarenedses R0 Tl

— - 1 !
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e Fifteen yardé of cloth Wid 60
‘} O ?.- ' Proﬁt......i..; ‘ .-‘ ¥ '.520 v

In Case IV when mcreasmg population, and
“restrictions on the importation of food, have caused
' a nominal rent 'to be paid for land yielding only
“seven and a half' bushels, then the profits of the
manufacturer, as well as those of the farmer, alto-
gether disappear. The account of the master manu-
facturer, employing a capital equal to that employed

in cultivating one acre, will stand thus :—
i - :

EXPENDITURE :

Food and 'mwmateﬁal-,libushela 8 8
of wheat, at 8s. per bushel... -40
Wrought goods .........icceeeeee 20

— 60

RETURN : o ,
Fxﬂ:een yards of cloth 60
o Profit......... nil.

It is this- tecessary fall in manufacturing profits
which prevents the farmer from obtaining more
than - a temporary 'benefit from a permanent rise

~'in the vilue of corn; and which, by the’ principle
of compeution, converts into rent all the produce of

- the land which exceeds what is necessary in- order to

 give-the cultivator-the same rate of profit. obtamed
by other caplta.hsts.

But the ggadual reductlon, a.nd ultimate extinction
of proﬁt, ip-all the branches of industry, form the
smallest pq;gon of the evil inflicted 0p. the;country
by that iniquitous system which deprives the people
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of chieap supplies of f‘orengn “food.  As the’ rofits | o
the capitalist diminish, interest urges, necees&)v dvives
him to resort to_expedients for |>|oduc.no' the samé
quantity of goods at a less expense. But,’if ‘he’ l)e
a farmer, he cannot, without still greater loss; reduce
the quantity or quality of his seed, or dlspense with
his plough and his team; and if the capitalist ' be
a manufacturer, he cannot ¢ make bricks w ithout
straw ;” he cannot fabricate the same quantity of
‘wrought goods with a less quantity of material; and
with inferior machinery. The cost of production
can be diminished only by reducing wages. On the
labourer, therefore, the calamity falls with grinding
pressure.  He is trodden to the earth, without the
possibility of vecovering his lost position. " When
things have arrived at that state at which the capx-
ahat, in order to realize a living profit upon’ the
capital he employs, is driven to the necessity of res
ducing wages, every cffort of self-preservation on theé
part of the working people, serves but to aggravate
their misery. T his is a point of vital—of’ tearful
interest. Let us cousider it more in detail.

In the preceding Cases, when the farmer, ip’ culti-
vating an acre of land, advanced seed and food equi-
valent to five bushels of wheat, and implements, and
clothing worth 20s., it is assumed that the foéd and
clothing, reccived by the working man, were” just
sufficient for his comfortable 'suppart. Now, ‘When
the farmer cultivates land, which will nét yidld 5,
‘produce sufficient to replace the expenditure, with &
living profit, it is plain that he must eithér reduce
wages, or abandon tillage. If the working” Peo le
~_suhm1t to a reduction of wages, thelr condjtio fs de!
gvaded; if they struggle to ¢ escape this 'dégradatiot,
and resist the reduction of wages, the Tanid’ cbhnbb
contihue to be cultivated, and ‘the’ & hnﬂ‘fo‘n“t‘h
“daboyr ‘céases a]tbgéther ‘By our rest ﬂbﬁE on 't
importation ‘of ' food, and by our tith&s"a Ooﬂ)éi"
taxes on’ production, the 'portion ‘of thié ’lﬂ ce of
ihtlusfiy; left to the producers, is so small; hive i
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1su(‘fn jent to afford, 4t one and the same time,.a
hvnpg lloﬁt to the capltahst, and adequate wages to
the labquxel ‘Collision is the consequence.- The
capitalist and labourer are brought together, like
two sh;pwrecked mariners upon a plank incapable
aof’ suppontmg both. Self-preservation urges them to
a deadly dontest agamst each other. Every where
the struggle of despair is carried on. In 'the towns
we 'have seen the manufacturer become a Truck
Master, forcing the labourers to receive arbitrary pay-
ments in kind, while the labourers have . formed
themselves into Trades Unions, in order to escape
from -what -mistaken suffering fancies to be the
injurious influence of capital. In the rural districts,
the farmers have reduced their labourers to the state
of ‘parish paupers, and the labourers have become
mCendxanes, in order to terrify the farmer into the
payment of adequate wages. Where is this to end ?
Is jt too much to say, that, if a speedy remedy be not
found for these deep-seated evils, a servile war—the
dlssolutlon of society, is at hand ? ool
Were a total stranger to the institutions of this
country cast upon our ahore,—were he made to under-
stand the practical operation of our corn laws, tithes,
and other taxes upon industry, and desired to esti-
mate the character of the legislature by the tendency
of its enactments, to .what conclusion would a strict
mdugtlon from the facts conduct him? Certainly it
never: copld occur, to him, that those who . had
i)rqught us to the verge. of social dissolution,.sheuld
appose tﬁemselves to change, upon the grounds that
« the, systegp, had, worked well.” This, stranger to

thé, staté: of saciety ,in England could not be per
. lieve, that the. oligarchy. whick had em-
prgyﬁ the eg§lat1ve power for the purpose of raising
ment]qf lapfl by depressing the profits of capital
£ t9,nothing, should:have ventured to put forth,
ose, who employed their capital jn_the, ,lhusF
qgsa_mgf) ﬁ“lthﬁtlon, the gross delusr,op, thap tl;eu'
interest would . be sacrificed by, extendmg to,the, Pn
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dustrious class a control gver ;the laws by which

industry is regulated. Nor copld it “ enter intp the

heart of our stranger to conceive,”'that any portion

of the working people should be so debiased by igno-

rance, .as to view with indifference an extensive

measure of reform, ‘taking power from the faction

which bad.deprived the people of cheap bread; and

placing it in the hands of ten-pound-heysebalders, whe,
whether they live upon the prafits of their capital, or
on the ‘wages of their labour, have a. dgrect., aend s
common interest, in causing the necessarms of lee to:
be procured at the least possible expense...

When a wrong course has been pursued diﬁiculty |

and embarrassment are experienced in getting right.
A fall in the price of corn, affer the farmer has in-
vested his capital in cultivation, would; in thecfirst
instance, reduce his profits. Should the i:farimer,
under a restrictive system, have cultivated, at a
nominal rent, land yielding 15 bushels of :wheat per
acre, and have paid a rent of five bushels per acre

for land yielding 20 bushels; then, as in Case III,,

wheat would be 4s. per bushel the rate of icul-
tural profit would be 50 per cent. ‘'But a sudden
opening of the ports, and admission 6f foreign corn,
duty free, reducing the .price of wheat to 2s. per
bushel, instead of raising the profit of the farmer to
cent. per cent., as in Case No. 1., when wheat was
also at 2s. per bushel, would mlmedlatelyi imvolve i
him in absolute loss; for his acconnt would new:
stand thus, for the land yielding 15 bushels, and held!
ata nommal rent i | 1
S N ' : A B ST i)

N EXPENDITURE PER ACRE: : ¢ . 1

Seed and food—5 bushels of s & i
" wheat,at 2s. per bushel ...... 1Q + '
Implenients de clothing ' ...... 20 b

i D — 80,

SCLERRITE IS i

-Ll
L
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;,(.(l ‘yi @il lf;ntbrﬂnNL IO IS RCIE T LA
gty rn IOPAARS S ) BEEY
o 11 buﬁheis Ofwheat"a’: 28‘ T
vy Delf,,b h'el o* Q\h{ I} g poecareseas e 30

oyt oy i anryT 7 : '_"" BTHE

o o pae 3 Prp.ﬁt re ""‘c‘o* < ﬂll (o
twlth reépﬁéﬁ (o %he Iand yielding’ wtmshels per
acre, and hel@*ati'd rent equivalent to 'five 'bushels’
per acre, when Wheat was 4is. ‘per ‘bushel, the farmer’s
account, upon' 'the fall of prices from 4s. to 2s. per
bushel, would be ’still more calamltous It WOuld
stand thus —_— v,

o ’EKPENDI’I‘UBE PER ACBE: ~ °

. 8 8. v . .
Seed and food-—-5 bushels at 2s. 10
Implements and clothing: ...... 20

. Rent—¢& bushels, at 4s. per -

! : bushd'..0'...'.'.'....."....'ﬂ... 20

— 50
St RETURN : . :
[ -
, ,:Twenty bushels at 2s. per
bushel .’ ’.. " svegse 'I 40

—
L0 .. i,
I

. Farmersloss ...e... 10

Upon the data assumed itis not untll all lands ymld,-
ing lessithan thirty bushels per acre have been aban«
doned,!dnd the:rents: of thelands yielding anly thm:y .
bukhels rper- dere hiave beer: reduced to’a mierely nomis
nal cansideration, that the opening :of:the-parts;:and:
the reduction in the price of wheat from four to two
shillings per bushel can have the effect of raising the
rate of profit ;from fifty to a hundred per cent.
Nay, unless the process of withdrawing capital from
the inferior lend, and of bringing down the “rent
upon the suparior, should be: extremely: gradual;
great loss would, in the first iristange, be incurred,
and great temporary suffering experienced. To
prevent this loss, and to avert this suffering, the
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return to a free trade in foreign agricultural produce
should be made step by step, and should be preceded
by the repeal of all taxes upon. mdustry, particularly
by the abolition of that most injurious of all taxes—
the iniquitous tax of tithe. I have already given
notice of a motion" for the repeal of all such taxes,
and for substituting in their stead a regulated property
tax; and I trust I shall be able to follow up this.
motion, by presenting, for the favourable consideration
of the Farmers of the United Kingdom, a measure for
a return to a perfectly free trade in all the products
of foreign agriculture, so cautious and so gradual, as
ultimately to increase the profits of capital, and the
wages of labour, throughaut all the hranches of na-
tional industry, without occasioning any immediate loss
to the farmers, who have now invested their stock
in tillage, or any .tbrawing out of the labour actually
employed upon this soil. I entertain, indeed, a full
conviction, that a judicious return. to a free trade in
corn would so increase the general opulence and
prosperity of the country, as to tend to raise, rather
than to lower the rent of the landed proprietor. The
grounds of this conviction I have alre gy presented
to the public*, and it is' not necessary that I should
here repeat them. My present purpose will be fully
effected, if I ‘shall be found to have succeeded in
demonstrating ‘to the intelligent farmer, that the
necessary tendency of restrictions on the imper-:
tation of foreign agricultural produce is, to reduce.
the rate of profit upon the capital, which seeks.
employment in’ domestic: agrlculture ' :

v

/g/&“ < EV 3!‘ I have the honour to'be, -

Your obed:ent humble servant,

& R. TORRENS.

Chatham, Nov. 28, 1831

* Essay. on the Corn Trade, p. 156. D
FINIS.

— T
Printed by T. Breitell, Rupert Streei, Haymarket, London.
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