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year, notwithsta11ding the charges which may be occasioned by in • 
creased efficiency in the establishment. 

The property of the Society estin1ated at the last Anniversary at 
2563l. 5s. 5d. is now estimated at 2898l. 5s. IOd. 

In the At1ditor's Report for 1833, it was recommended that the 
Cot1ncil should, from tin1e to tune, make, from the surplus income 
of the Society, such i11vestn1-ents in the Government Funds as would 
create a capital equal to the amount of sums paid in lieu of annual 
contributions. 

F rom that period the Council has steadily acted upon the recom
mendation suggested, and it is gratifying to state, that the Society 
has now, in funded property, a capital of 1643l., the total amount of 
compositions received being 3249l. 10s. 

A ne,v part volume of Trancsactions has been published since the 
last Report, and from the orderly arrangements now made, there is 
every reason to hope that this very important department of the So
ciety's concerns will be condt1cted hencefor,vard with a degree of re
gularity and despatch \\1hich, in the less prosperous state of the So
ciety, it ,vas not found practicable to enst1re. 

Tl1e Cou11cil has resolved " that the Wollaston Gold Medal and 21 l. 
be assigned to Mr. Richard Owen for his services to Fossil Zoology 
in general, and especially for that portion of the description of the 
Fossil Mam1nalia ( collected by Mr. Charles Dar'\vin in tl1e voyage 
of H. M. S. Beagle) which has already been published." 

Repo1·t of Museum Committee. 
Your Committee, before reporting on the general state of the M u

seum with reference to the appoint1nent of a ne,v Curator, will first 
poi11t out what has been principally effected dtlring the past year. A 
co1nplete suite of all the fossils from tl1e Crag which are iI1 the posses
sion of tl1e Societ)r, has been, for the first time, arranged by Mr. Lons
dale, a11d they fill ten clrawers. All the fossils of the London clay, 
r eceived from Mr. Stokes and others, have been worked into their 
proper places, as has been likewise done ,vith those fro1n the chalk. 
The fossils from the gault and upper green-sand, presented by 
Dr. Fitton and others, -have likewise been arranged. Those of the 
lower green-sand have been arranged for t l1e first t ime: the speci
me11s from the green-sand of Devo11sl1ire occupy eight dra,vers. 
Those from the Portland sand a11d li1nestone occupy an equal num
ber. Your Committee in stating what has been done dt1ring tl1e 
last year, '\vish to observe, _that the number of drawers, considerable 
as it is, gives no just idea of the a1not1nt of labour bestowed on the 
collection. Besides the great care and t ime reqt1ired to extract some 
of the fossils from the rock, in all cases where possible, complete 
suites of tl1e different species, from tl1eir earliest to tl1eir most ad
vanced stages of growth, have been formed; t l1e extreme value of 
which will be at once obvious to every zoologist. 011 the board on 
which the specimen is fastened, the locality, name of donor, that 
of species, and often references to some standard work, are inscribed. 

The re1nainder of the public collection is much in the same state 
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as during former years. vVeald clay and Purbeck not ~rranged. 
Oolite and lias, specimens labeled but not arranged. 1~he arrange
ment of the ,new red sandstone, 1nountain li1nestone, and old red 
sandstone, has been stopped until the publication of Mr. Mtu·chison's 
work.. The formations belolv the old red sandstone are placed 
in geographical order, until our k.no,vledge, of th.eir relations be 
more complete. The traps and granites are grouped by themselves. 
The speci1nens fron1 Scotland are arranged on the ~a1ne principle 
,vith those from England; but the fossils are comparatively few in 
number. rfhe arrangement of the Irish collection is geographical. 
The same principle has been followed in the ,vhole foreign collection, 
,vith the exception of a part belonging to the best l{nown formations 
of France. With respect to the foreign collectio11, your co1nmittee 
beg to observe, that two of its members having occasion during the 
last year to consult certain portions of it from distant quarters of 
the world, 11amely tl1e Himalaya a11d the Andes, found the present 
arrangement the best fo,r their purpose. At p. 461 of the Proceed
ings a list of the number of drawers, ap,propriated to speeime11s 
from different countries, is given, and therefore it is thought unne
cessary here to repeat it. 

In the cellars there is a considerable nun1ber of boxes containing 
specimens not yet arranged; and the collection of duplicates is enor
mous. 

After these remarks it may be observed, that the first principle of 
arrangement in the collection has been geographical; and that, where 
there existed sufficient data, this has been followed up hy a strati
graphical classification. In the latter case, the upper drawers con
tain the rocks ; the next any accompanying min.erals, and the lower 
011es the organic bodies,-beginning with those of the simplest 
structure, and so proceeding to the higher orders. With respect to 
catalogues; separate ones have been made by Mr. Lonsdale, of the 
fossils of so1:ne of the English formations. Your committee wo11ld 
suggest the advantage ( when time permits) of forming ai:1 index of 
tl1e fossil shells, either according to a natural system, or alpha
betically, so that any person might know in which drawer a given: 
species could be founcl, withot1t having to search the catalogues of 
the separate formations. And likewise they would suggest, that a 
brief geographical catalogue of the whole collection should be made, 
,vith references to letters pasted on the different cases, so that every 
member might at once kno,v what specimens were in the collection 
from any locality. Even the brief list given at p. 461, and before 
alluded to, ,vith references to the drawers, would, in the opi11io.n of 
your committee, be extremely useful, and would require very little 
time. 

The mineralogical collection is in the same state as during the 
previous year. It would, perhaps, be advantageous if attention 
were called to this collection by a title inscribed over it, instead of 
over the door of the Library. 

With respect to the Library-your committee report, tha'.t a cata
logue has been 1nade by Mr. Humphreys of every book and of tl1e 
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numei·ot1s pamphlets in it, with a full title and reference to each. 
The books then1sel ves have likewise been classed accorcling to the 
subjects of which tl1ey treat, or the system of their publication. 
Your committee are of opinion, that the catalogue is not only highly 
t1seful to tl1e Society, bt1t most creditable to the industry of Mr. 
Humphreys, who has completed it by hi1nself duri11g the past year. 
The committee observe that much of Mr. Humphreys's time has 
been required in supplying books to tl1e 1nembers, and in pre
paring, together with Mr. Bailey, sections for the evening's meet
ings. The charts were arranged during a previous year, witl1 mucl1 
care, by ]Yir. Lonsdale, with references to the printed catalogue. 
Your committee may remark, that if letters were added to the 
shelves and cases, a work of very little time, any one consulting 
the catalogue for the first time ,vould b e able immediately to find 
any chart h.e wanted. The maps are in a less perfect state of ar
rangement. 

The Committee beg leave to mention as the principal donatio11s 
to the Museum, since the last Anniversary, the following list:-

Fossils from the Crag; presented l)y Mr. Bro,vn, F. G.-S. 
Tootl1 of a Mastodon from tl1e Cra.g; presented by Rev. J . Gunn. 
Fossils from Grignon, and other tertiary cleposits in France ; pre-

sented by l\1r. Stokes. 
Specimens of polished Fossil Woods from A11tigua; presented by 

Major Gen. Sir Patrick Ross. 
A collection fro1n Ct1tch ; presentecl by Capt. Grant, 
Collection from the Madras Presidency; presented by Mr. Mal

col1nson. 
Specimens from Eastern Australia; presented l)y Major JYJitchell. 
Capt. Beaufort has forwarded to the Society several small col

lections sent to England by officers of the Royal Navy. 
Specimens from the countries l)etween Madras and the Neil

gherries, a11d other parts of India; presented by Dr. Benz a. 

CHARLES LYELL. 
CHARLES D~R "VI N. 

Comparative Statement of the J.Vitmber of tlie Society at the close of 
the years 1836 and 1837. 

31st Dec. 1836. 31st Dec. 1837. 
Fellows having compounded . . 97 . . . . 103 
--- Contributing . . . . 251 . . . . 253 
- - - Non•residents . . . 361 . . . . 382 

709 738 
H onorary Members • • • • 43 • • • • 42 
Foreign Members • • • • • 55 • • • • 54. 
Persona:ges of Royal Blood • • 3 • • • • 3 

810 837 
• 
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