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Mr. Waterhouse laid before the Meeting his descriptions of nume-
Tous species of Coleopterous insects from the southern parts of
South America, which had been placed in his hands for that purpose
by H. Cuming, Esq. and C. Darwin, Esq. Those from Mr. Cuming
formed part of a collection made by Mr. Thomas Bridges, who ex-
pressed a wish that the specimens should be laid before the Zoolo-
gical Society. Unfortunately, the exact localities of the insects are
not mentioned in Mr. Bridges's notes, but there is reason to believe
they were collected in the neighbourhood of Petorca. The species
described belong to the genera Nyctelia and Listroderes, or are nearly
allied to those two groups.

Section HETEROMERA.
Family Nycrerimz.
Genus Nycrenia.

Species from the collection of Thomas Bridges, Esq.
Nycrsva navis.  Nyet. atra, nitida ; capite antic punctis sparsis
notato ; thorace mediocriter convexo, latiore plusquim longo, ,mm
anticd angustiore, ad latera modic? rotundato, margine anteri
pilis brevibus flavescentibus fimbriato, angulis et anticis et o
productis et subacutis, dorso punctis parvulis dispersis : elytris
lavibus convexis, brevibus, ovatis, apice producto et subacuto ; ca-
rind laterali crenulatd ; segmentis abdominalibus rugis irrequla-
ribus Ianynludmabter impresss
Long. corp. 11} lin ’; lat. thoracis, 43 ; long. ib. 2§.
Black and glossy genml form ovate ; thorax and elytra convex
above, and presenting no distinct sculpturing. Head with scattered
punctures in front, smooth behind. Thorax with very fine scattered
punctures, and these most numerous on the fore part : parallel with,
and at a short distance from the lateral margins of the thorax is an
indistinct line on cach side, formed by the somewhat abrupt termi-
nation of the convex discoidal portion at this part; the space between
this line and the outer margin is nearly plane, and presents a few
indistinet irregular ruge, having a tendency to a transverse dispo-
sition, The thorax is broader than long, the width to the length
bearing very nearly the proportion of 8 to 5 ; the middle of the thorax
and hindermost part are about equal in width, but from the middle
0 the front the vidth gradually decreases ; in front it is emarginated,
and the anterior margin is furnished with a fringe of short, dense,
yellowish hairs ; the posterior margin presents an undulating line,
encroaching on the body of the thorax on each side about mldway
between the mesial line and the [mshcnor angle, which is produced.
The elytra are very convex, and nearly of an ovate form; they are
widest in the middle, and the apical portion is produced ; the lateral
keel (which forms the outer boundary of each elytron, viewing the
insect from above) is not very prominent, and is indistinetly crenu-
lated ; this ridge does not extend to the apex of the elytron, but ter-
minates about two and a half lines from that point: between the
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apex and the terminal point of the keel is an oblique ridge : the su-
tural portion of the elytra is distinctly indented near the scutellum,
and less distinctly so at other parts. The mentum is coarsely punc-
tured : the prosternum and mesosternum are coarsely punctured in
the middle, and the punctures are confluent: the metasternum has
small and somewhat irregular longitudinal ruge in the middle, and
similar rugw are observable on the first, second, and anterior half of
the third abdominal segments. The legs are black, but the tip of
the femora and base of the tibie are pitchy.

Very many specimens of this species were sent to this country by
Mr. Bridges, and as I have reason to believe they will be distnbuted
in most of the public and private entomological collections, I shall
regard it as a type for comparison in describing some other species
of the same genus.

Nycrenia Lavis, var. supiees.  Many specimens of a Nyctelia
agreeing with the . levis, but differing in having the legs and an-
tennze of a pitchy red colour, were contained in Mr. Bridges's collec-
tion. Of these red-legged specimens, as well as of those having the
legs concolorous with the body, there are males and females ; but the
red-legged specimens are generally rather narrower, and often have
a slight trace of transverse depressions on the outer side of the elytra ;
the difference of form and sculpturing, however, is not constantly
combined with the red colouring of the legs and antennz, and as in
some other species of Nyctelia and Epipedonota 1 have found a similar
difference in the colouring of the legs, &c., I cannot regard that
character as specific.

NYCTELIA TRANSVERSO-SULCATA.  Nycl. atra, nitida ; capite anticd
sparsim punctato : elytris fupld latioribus quam longis, mm
potiusquam_posticé angustioribus, angulis productis, subacutis
elytris mediocriter conveais, brevibus, ovatis, apice producto, i)
‘haud ad medium attingentibus, profundis et leviter undulatis, trans-
versim insculptis ; segmentis abdominalibus fere levibus.

Long. corp. 9 lin.; lat. 5}.

This species is smaller than the N. levis, and the thorax and
elytra are less convex. The head has a few scattered punctures in
front, and numerous very fine punctures on the hinder part, near
the eyes; the remaining portions are smooth. The thorax is im-
punctate, but little convex above, and has two indistinct fove on
each side near the posterior angles, and joining the hinder margin.
“The elytra are ovate and slightly convex; the apical portion is pro-
duced, and has the outer margin shghtly reflected : the lateral keel
of the elytra is very prominent, and distinetly crenulated ; extending
inwards from this keel, to about the middle of the elytron, are a series
of transverse and slightly irregular grooves, about fourteen in num-
ber, on each elytron ; the length of these grooves (the interstices of
which are convex) varies so, that they all terminate nearly at the
same distance from the suture. On the space between these trans-
verse sulci and the suture are two longitudinal strim, which are some-
what indistinct, and interrupted in parts, excepting on the apical
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portion uf the elytron, where the innermost of the two stria is well

the suture of the elytra is at this part somewhat ele-
vated. Numerons oblique furrows are observable on the produced
apical portion of the elytra. The portion of the elytra which lies
below the keel prcsents no distinet sculpturing. The abdominal
segment presents scarcely any trace of longitudinal ruge. The legs
are black, but have a slightly pitchy hue.

Species of Nyctelm fwm the collection formed by C. Darwin, Esq.,
g the voyage of 3

Nvycrenia ruicara.  Nyet. ovata, nigra, nmdn, capite anteriore

crebre punctato, posteriore fert lavi; thorace transverso, elytris

angustiore ; angulis posticis productis, obtusis, supri ad medium

auld convezo, et crebre punctato ; elytris latis, subovatis, convezis,

sulcis profundis transversalibus, « margine eaterno fert ad sutu-

ram ductis, plagd suturali profund indentatd.

Long. corp. () 13 lin.; lat. 7;, vel long 114 lin., lat. 64 lin.

Long, corp. ( ) 12§ lin., lat. 7

Hab. Port Desire.

This species is considerably larger than N. levis; the thorax is
proportionately broader and shorter, and the produced apical portion
of the elytra is dilated and depressed. The head is thickly punc-
tured in front, and there are numerous punctures at the sides above
and behind the eyes. The thorax is about twice as broad as long;
the broadest part is behind, but till anterior to the middle it scarcely
decreases in width ; from the middle to the fore-part the transverse
diameter is gradually lessened, so that the lateral margins form a
gentle curve ; the anterior portion s emarginated, and the posterior
margin is rather strongly sinuated; the anterior angles are acute,
and the posterior angles are rounded. The upper surface of the
thorax is convex in the middle, but towards the sides it is slightly
concave; it is thickly punctured, and the punctures are many of
them confluent; on the disc the punctures are much less numerous.
The elytra are about one-fourth broader than the thorax (rather less
in the male sex), and about one-fourth longer than broad ; they are
very convex, indented at the suture, and furnished with a series of
nearly transverse indentations, about eighteen or twenty in number,
which commence at the lateral keel and terminate about one-eighth
of an inch short of the suture; the space between these transverse
folds and the suture is apparently smooth; but with a moderately
strong lens some very minute tubercles may be observed scattered
on this part, as well as on the interspaces of the transverse indenta-
tions, which are about equal in width to the grooves: the apical
portion of the elytra is considerably produced, and the produced part
is broad and somewhat depressed, and has the upper surface rugose.
The mentum is coarsely punctured, and the under side of the head is
thickly punctured : the prosternum is coarsely punctured in the mid-
dle, and has some irregular ruge at the sides; at the lateral margin
is a series of small transverse rug : the mesosternum and metaster-
num have irregular rugee in the middle, and the two first and half of
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the third abdominal segments have small irregular longitudinal rugie ;
the remaining two abdominal segments are finely punctured.

Nycrruia Soutent.  Nyet. ovata, nigra, nitida ; capite antice punc-
tato, postice levi; thorace transverso, elytris angustiore ; angulis
posticis productis, supri apud medium paul convero, et levi ; ely-
tris antict apud plagam suturalem leviter impressis, et sulcis
transversis paulo irregularibus a margine laterali fer? ad suturam
ductis

ctis.

Long. corp. 11§ lin. ; lat. 63 lin.

Hab. Patagonia.

‘This species resembles the N. plicata, but differs in having the
thorax smooth ; the elytra are rather narrower, and the apical pro-
duced part is shorter and broader; they are scarcely indented at the
suture, excepting in a slight degree towards the scutellum; the
transverse folds are less regular, often dividing into two branches,
and approach more near to the suture. A transverse section of
the elytra of N. plicata would present a convex upper surface near
the suture, but at the part where the grooves commence the line
would be straight (though sloping downwards to the lateral keel),
or even slightly concave; whilst in N. Solieri a similar section
would present an even convex curve. Scattered punctures are ob-
servable on the fore-part of the head, and a shallow transverse de-
pression is situated between the eyes; the thorax is nearly twice as
broad as long, convex in the middle, but slightly concave towards
the lateral margins: with a moderately strong lens some minute
punctures are visible, rather thinly scattered over the surface. The
elytra are ovate, the length to the width bearing about the propor-
tion of 7 to 9.

Nrcresia Danwinir.  Nyet. breviter ovata, conveaa, nigra, nitida ;
capite subpunctato ; thorace pauld ad partem anteriorem quim
posticam angustiore, levi, convexo; elytris subrotundatis, valde
convexis, lavibus, marginibus lateralibus crenulatis.

Long. corp. 113 lin.; lat. 8 lin.; vel, long. 11 lin.  lat. 74 lin.

Hab. Port Desire.

‘This species is remarkable for its broad and very convex form and
deficiency of sculpturing, having the upper surface of the thorax and
elytra smooth and glossy. The head is finely punctured : the thorax
is twice as broad as long, and convex; a groove runs parallel with
and close to the lateral margins, and a similar groove is observable
on the anterior margin, though here it is less strongly marked.
Elytra rather more than one-third broader than the thorax, and the
length and breadth are very nearly equal, if we exclude the produced
apical portion, which is broad, depressed, and nearly of a semicircular
form. ~ The lateral keel is distinctly crenulated, and separated by
an adpressed line. The underside of the thoracic segments are ru-
gose in the middle, and the first and second abdominal segments
have irregular longitudinal rugee ; the third segment presents a faint
trace of similar rugee at the base ; the other segments are smooth.
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The spines -at the apex of the posterior tibiw are longer than usual
in the genus.
Nyctelia Darwinii, var.? minor (long. corp. 833 at. 6)); elytris
Totundatis apice pauld producto et angustiore
Hab. Port Des

Nrcreuia FrrzRoyi, Curtis, MSS.  Nyet. subrotunda, conveza,
nigra, nitida; capite utringue punctis paucis adsperso; thorace
levi, convezo, antict latiore, angulis posticis aculis ; elytris rotun-
datis, ad apicem productis, convezis, levibus, margine externo
crenulato ; antennis pﬂi:buiqvlt piceo-rubris.

TLong. corp. 104 lin. ; lat. § lin

Hab. Port Desire.

This species was first discovered by Capt. King, and will be here-
after described in detail by Mr. Curtis, whose MS. name I have
adopted. 'T'wo specimens were found by Mr. Darwin at Port Desire :
it approaches very near in size and general characters to N. Darwinii,
but differs in having red legs and antenni, in being of a broader
form, in having the legs less rough, the lateral keel of the elytra less
prominent, and not so distinctly crenulated, and the spurs or spines
at the apex of the posterior tibi are much smaller. The length of
the elytra is rather less than the width, if the produced apical portion
be omitted ; and if included in the measurement, the length very
sllghtly exoeeds the width ; they are very convex and smooth, and

which is twice as broad as long, and considerably
Eztrrst Vefore tiag belind " The ibad i sparingly punctured.

Nvorenia araxvuata, Curtis, MSS. Nyct. atra, nitida, subro-
tundata ; capite transversim impresso, antice punctato ; thorace sub-
quadrato, ad latera crenulato, supra conveo, lavi s elytris rotun-
datis, apice pauld productis, supra conveis, ad suturam depressis,
rugis validis et irregularibus obsitis, his in dorso plerumgue lon"
gitudinalibus et prope latera oblique dispositis.

Long. corp. 8} lin. ; lat. 6 lin.

Hab. Cape Negro.

This, together with several nearly allied and very remarkable spe-
cies of Nyctelia, occurs in Capt. King’s collection, and will be here-
after characterized in detail by Mr. Curtis. The specimen from
which the above short description is taken forms part of Mr. Darwin's
collection, and was found at Cape Negro. The legs are very rough,
being thickly covered with tubercles, and they are shorter than in
most of the species of Nyctelia. The whole upper sutface of the
elytra is covered with ruga, and these are very strongly marked, and
though very irregular, they have a general longitudinal direction on
the depressed space on the middle of the elytra. This sutural de-
pression, which is about two lines in width, is bounded on each side
by a broad and slightly elevated ridge; between this ridge and the
outer margin the rugw have a tendency to form oblique lines. A
few fine punctures are observable on the fore-part of the thorax, and
on the sides arc two grooves placed closely together, and parallel
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with and near the lateral margin; the narrow ridge between the
two grooves, as well as the marginal ridge, is crenulated.

Nvoreuia puxcriconuss.  Nyet. ovata, atra, nitida ; thorace di-
stinctd et crebr? punctato ; elytris tuberculis minutis, et ad latera
rugis transversis irregulariter impressis, his non forte distinetis.

Long. corp. 94 lin.; lat. 6 lin.

Hab. Bahia Blanca.

This species is rather smaller than the N. levis, and has the tho-
rax and elytra less convex. The head is rather thickly and coarsel
punctured, excepting on the vertex. The thorax is thickly and
coarsely punctured, and the punctures are for the most part con-
fluent ;"a distinetly impressed line runs parallel with and close to the
margins; the lateral margins are obscurely crenulated. The clytra
are of a broad ovate form, and the apical produced portion is convex
and rounded at the apex. The lateral keel of the elytra is distinctly
crenulated, and transverse shallow furrows run inwards from this
margin, leaving interspaces rather broader than the furrows, which,
for the most part, are about a line, or rather less, in length. On
the interspaces between  the furrows, and the whole upper surface
of the elytra, are very minute scattered tubercles; these are very
indistinct towards the suture, near which are one or two very faint
striz. The labrum is coarsely punctured, and the underside of th
head is also punctured. The under surface of the prothorax is
covered with small tubercles, from each of which springs a hair;
between the legs, the under side of the prothorax and mesothorax
is coarsely punctured. The first, second and third of the abdominal
segments are covered with distinet longitudinal ruge, and the apical
segments are punctured beneath.

Several specimens of this speciés were collected at Bahia Blanca
by Mr. Darwin, who says they are *tolerably abundant on sand-
hillocks.” A Nyctelia in Mr. Darwin’s collection, from Rio Negro,
resembles the present species, excepting that it has pitchy red lege
and antennz.

Nycreuia sussvicara.  Nyet. ovata, atra; thorace transverso
distincte punctato ; elytris rugis tuberculisque minutissimis ; sulcis
transversis aliquanto irregularibus ad latera insculptis.

Long. thoracis elytrorumque, 94 lin. ; lat. 53 lin.

Hab. Mendoza.

This species is very closely allied to the N. puncticollis, and it is
with considerable hesitation that I venture to describe it as distinct,
more especially as Mr. Darwin's collection contains but one speci-
men, and that has lost its head and legs; this specimen, however,
differs considerably in form from any of the numerous examples of
N. puncticollis which I have before me. The thorax is narrower
and less thickly punctured; the elytra are more elongated, and the
Iateral transverse grooves are more distinct and regular.

The thorax is transverse, and the length is equal to rather more
than half the width ; the middle and hinder parts are very nearly
equal in width, and the anterior portion is contracted ; the surface i
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distinetly punctured, and there are two irregular fovea on each side
of the middle, rather nearer to the mesial line than the outer margin.
The elytra are one-fourth longer than broad ; the apical portion is
moderately produced and somewhat pointed: the whole upper sur-
face of the elytra is covered with very minute ruge, and there are
moreover some minute tubercles; on the outer half of each elytron
is a series of transverse furrows, with convex interspaces equal in
width to the furrows.

Nyerguia Savoesir.  Nyet. atra, oblongo-ovata, nitida ; thorace
punctato ; elytris sulcis transversis pauld irregularibus a margine
laterali usque ad medium ductis.

Long. corp. 74 lin. ; lat. 4 lin.

Hab. Bahia Blanca.

Head distinctly punctured in front. Thorax rather coarsely punc-
tured, excepting on the disc, which is almost impunctate ; emargi-
nated in front, the emarginated portion in the form of a segment of
a circle; the lateral margin slightly rounded. The hinder part of
the thorax and the middle are equal in width ; the fore-part is slightly
contracted. The elytra are ovate, and but little convex; they are
depressed at the suture, most distinetly so near the scutellum. The
lateral keel is very prominent, and extending from this keel to the
middle of the elytron are distinct transverse furrows, the interspaces
of which are convex, and about equal in width to the grooves. The
apical portion of the elytra is moderately produced. The three basal
segments of the abdomen, as well as the metasternum, are covered
with slightly irregular longitudinal ruge: the terminal segment is
punctured.  The prosternum and mesosternum are coarsely punc-
tured, and the punctures are confluent.

This is a small species compared with N. levis (being about the
size of N. nodosa); its form is more clongated and much less convex.
The lateral margins of the thorax form an even curve from the front
to the back.

The specimens from which the above description is drawn up were
found by Mr. Darwin in the month of September, on the sandy
plains of Bahia Blanca.

NycrsLia nucosa.  Nyct. nigra, opaca, ovata; thorace distincts
punctato ; elytris valdé rugosis, sulcis duobus, suturam prope, lon-
gitudinalibus et interruptis, impressis.

Long. corp. 74; lat. 43.

Hab. San Blas (near Rio Negro) and Bahia Blanca.

This, which is a small species compared with N. levis, approaches
that species in general form, but the thorax and elytra are less con-
vex. The head is coarsely punctured in front. The thorax s coarsely
punctured, and the punctures are numerous, excepting on the disc :
a groove runs parallel with and close to the margins, but at the
posterior margin it is interrupted in the middle. ~The elytra are
convex, and of a short ovate form, and the apical portion is but Jittle
produced ; their width is about one-fifth less than the length: the
whole upper surface is covered with coarse and very irregular ruge.
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Four somewhat interrupted and irregular striw run parallel with and
near the suture, and there are two abbreviated oblique striz near the
scutellum. Besides the ordinary rugw of the elytra, there are more
marked ruge, which, though very irregular, huve a tendency to a
transverse disposition, and these cover the outer half of each elytron.
The prothorax is punctured beneath and rugose between the legs, as
well as the mesosternum and metasternum. The three basal seg-
ments of the abdomen are covered with fine but distinct rugee, and
though these ruge, for the most part, have a longitudinal direction,
they are much more irregular than in most species of the genus.
The two terminal segments are punctured, but in the penultimate
scgment the punctures are very few in number, and confined to the
"The spines at the apex of the a.ntenm tibiee are more slender
i pmporuunnlely longer than in N. lavi
Besides the two specimens, one from Bahia Blanca and the other
rather further south (San Blas), Mr. Darwin’s collection contains a
specimen from Tierra del Fuego which is smaller (length 63 lin.,
width 3§ lines) and proportionately narrower; but these differences
are combined with a greater length of tarsus, and are precisely such
differences as exist between the sexes of other species; in fact, it is
no doubt the male of the insect from which the above description is
taken.

Nyoreiis Westwoontt.  Nyet. breviter ovata, nitida, atra; capite
subpunctato ; thorace transverso, postice pauld latiore quam antice,
Leviter convezo, levi, margine laterali inperspicu crenulato ; ely-
tris ovatis, profunde striatis, interstitiis convexis, striis u.‘rmqve
ad suturam duabus longitudinalibus, striis reliquis obliquis.

Long. corp. 74 lin. ; lat. 43 lin.

Hab. Port Desire.

Head with a few punctures in front. Thorax convex, about twice
as brond as long, with the middle and hinder parts about equal in
width, and the fnm-lm.rt contracted ; the anterior part emarginated,
the emarginated portion in the form of a segment of a circle; the
hinder margin but slightly waved ; a_ distinct groove runs close to
the anterior and lateral margins, which latter are crenulated. Elytra
short and rounded ; the length and width equal, if the produced apical
portion be omitted in the measurement; the apex is moderately
produced : the whole surface of the elytra is covered with deep strie,
leaving convex interspaces which are scarcely broader than the
grooves; on each side of, and parallel with the suture, are two of
these striw; the remaining grooves are oblique, and for the most
part converge towards the apical portion of the elytra: on the sides
of the elytra, and more especially towards the apex, the grooves have
a tendency to a transverse disposition. The mentum s very coarsely ‘
punctured, and there are some distinct punctures on the sides of the
head beneath. The prothorax presents a few large scattered punc-
tures beneath, some short irregular (but for the most part transverse)
rugee at the lateral margin, and some longitudinal rugee near the base
of the legs; between the legs the prosternum has some confluent
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punctures; the mesosternum and metasternum have irregular rugie,
and the three first abdominal segments have minute longitndinal
furrows; the penultimate segment is smooth, and the apical one is
finely punctured, but the punctures are by no means numerous.
The legs and antenn are rather shorter than usual in the genus.

Nyorewia Sreenensit. Nyet. atra, nitida, lavis ; thorace subgua-
drato; elytris rotundato-ovatis, conveais, carind laterali promi-
nenti et crenulatd ; elytrorum apicibus productis latis et subcom-
planatis.

Long. corp. 7 lin. ; lat. 43 lin.

Hub. St. Cruz.

Head with scattered punctures in front. Thorax transverse, the
width being rather less than double the length ; the upper surface is
but little convex; the anterior and posterior margins are nearly
straight, but the anterior angles are produced and the posterior an-
gles are slightly produced. The width of the fore and hind parts
of the thorax is nearly equal, it being but slightly narrower in front,
and the sides deviate but little from a straight line; a faint dorsal
channel is observable, and a groove runs parallel with and close to
the lateral and anterior margins. With the assistance of a strong
lens, minute punctures may be ‘observed scattered over the upper
surface of the thorax, and some minute tubercles on the under,

he elytra are convex, and of a short rounded form, the width and
length being very nearly equal, if we do not include the produced
apical portion, which is more dilated than in most of the genus, and
is nearly flat. A groove runs close to and parallel with the lateral
keel, both above and below, and this keel is distinctly crenulated.
“The upper surface of the elytra presents numerous indistinctand very
shallow fovewe, The abdominal segments are almost smooth. The
legs are proportionately rather longer than in N. levis.

Mr. Darwin found this species at St. Cruz in the month of April.

Nycreria Neweowrrr.  Nyet. elongato-ovata, nigra, nitida ; capite
transverst impresso ; thorace lato plus quam longo, lateribus rotun-
datis; antict et postict latitudine compari; supern? minime convezo,
impunctato, ad latera rugis parvulis obliquis ; elytris ovatis, lavi-
bus, plagd suturali vald> impressis, marginibus lateralibus crenu-
latis,

Hab. Patagonia.

Long. corp. 10 lin.; lat. 6 lin.

“This species is rather smaller than N. levis; and differs moreover
in being of a more elongated form, and most especially in the form
of the thorax, which is narrower and nearly equal in width, in front
and behind : the apical portion of the elytra is much less produced,
and the produced portion is broader. The head is sparingly punc.
tured at the sides, and has a curved impression, the chord of which
i rather in front of the insertion of the antemn. The thorax nearly
one-third broader than long (taking the length from the anterior
and posterior angles); it is broadest in the middle, and a trifie nar-
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rower in front than behind ; the lateral margins form an even curve ;
the anterior part is emarginated, the emarginated portion being in
the form of a segment of a circle, and a little less than a semicircle :
the anterior angles acute, and the posterior angles form very nearly
right angles : the hinder margin of the thorax is nearly straight, but
the line descends slightly towards the angles. The surface of the
thorax is very little convex, and almost impunctate, there being but
afew scattered very minute punctures ; on the sides, running inwards
and upwards, are a series of minute grooves, like scratches, and on
the hinder margin o fiat trace o very shrt longicudiual grooves
is visible. The elytra are ovate, convex, smooth, and g
region of the suture is broadly and rather deeply dc]| sed; the
Iateral keel is prominent and distinctly crenulated, and joining this
cel are a series of shortish transverse furrows. The under sur-
face of the body and thoracic segments is remarkable for the almost
total want of sculpturing, if we except some longitudinal furrows
on the under side of the prothorax at the sides.

The exact habitat of the specimen from which the above descrip-
tion is taken is not known, but in Mr, Darwin's collection is a spe-
cimen which T am inclined to regard as specifically identical, and
which is from St. Julian. It has the elytra proportionately rather
broader and the thorax narrower, and the short longitudinal furrows
on the hinder margin of the thorax are distinet ; the sutural portion
of the elytra is less depressed.

Nroraua Guanotr. - Nyct. atra,nitida, ovata ; capite transversin
impresso s thorace subguadrato in medio pauld dilatato,
emarginato, postice feré recto ; ad marginem lateralem sulcis mi-
nutis vald? obliquis insculpto s elytris ovatis, conveas, ad apicem
pould productis, ad latera rugis transversis in seriebus tribus
dispositis.

Long. corp. 9' lin.; lat. 53 lin.

Hab. 8t. Cru;

Hathoe it iV Gia o HIFGA Wit oAl punctures very
thinly scattered over the upper surface, and with a transverse im-
pression rather in front of the line of the eyes. Thorax subqua-
drate, the breadth not quite equal to twice the length ; the emar-
ginated portion in front in the form of a segment of a circle; the
hinder margin nearly straight; the posterior angles scarcely pro-
duced, and forming nearly right angles ; the anterior angles acute.
“The thorax is contracted in front, broadest in the middle, and the
lateral margin from the middle to the posterior apgles forms nearly
a straight line : on the hinder part of the upper surface are some
extremely minute punctures, and at the sides are some small ob-
lique grooves. The elytra are ovate and moderately convex, and
the apical portion is but little produced; the region of the suture
is very slightly indented : the sides of the elytra are covered with
transverse grooves having narrow convex interspaces ; these grooves
extend inwards to about the middle of each elytron, and are arranged
in three series, being divided by two longitudinal lines ; the innermost
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he lateral keel is distinctly crenulated. The
unctured ; the prosternum, as well as the other
, and the abdominal segments, have the usual
sculpturing, but it is less strong than usuz

is with some hesitation that I name this insect, since it ap-
proaches very near to the N. Newportii differs, however, in ha-
ving the thorax smaller and proportionately narrower, the elytra less
convex, and furnished at the sides with three rows of transverse
impressions instead of one; the region of the suture is less depressed.

series is indistinct

Nrcrewia surerconnts.  Nyet. ovata, atra ; thorace transverso, ad
latera rotundato, antict angustiore, sulcis minutis longitudinaliter
impresso; elytris crebre punctatis (punctis confluentibus), tubor-
culisque minutis instructis ; capite, thorace elytrorumque lateribus
pilis vestits, pedibusque clian pxlu‘ instructis.

Long. sl s! lin.; lat. 5% lin

Hab. St. Ci

Much smaller than N. levis, and of a shorter and more rounded

form. The upper surface of the head is very thickly punctured
throughout, and the punctures run into each other 5o as to form
irregular rugwe.  The thorax is twice as broad as long, and has a deep
and almost semicircular emargination in front; the anterior angles
are acute, and the posterior angles are obtuse, and not produced as
in many species of the genus, the hinder margin of the thorax pre-
senting a nearly straight, or but very slightly waved linc: the
broadest part of the thorax is near the posterior angles, the narrow-
est part is in front, and the lateral margins are rounded in such a
manner that the thorax might almost be described as semicircular,
and having the fore-part emarginated. The whole upper surface of
the thorax is covered with small but distinct grooves, leaving convex
ridges between them about equal in width to the grooves; these
furrows are longitudinal in their direction, or very nearly so, except-
ing in the fore-part, where they diverge from the mesial line and
Tun up to the anterior margin, and at the sides of the thorax, where
the grooves are irregular, but have a tendency to a transverse dispo-
sition. The under side of the thorax presents similar longitudinal
grooves, excepting in the middle, where it is rugosely p\mcmred
scattered hairs cover this under surface of the thorax; and towards
the lateral margin the hairs, which are moderately long, are ibsh
‘more numerous and form a projecting fringe, which is visible when
‘the insect is viewed from above. The elytra are of a short ovate
form, about one-fourth broader than the’ thorax, and scarcely one-
fifth longer than broad ; the apical portion is but little produced :
the upper surface is convex, and is thickly covered with small con-
fluent punctures, amongst which minute tubercles are scattered ;
towards the lateral keel, which is very little prominent, the tnbercle:
are distinct. The sculpturing of the portion of the elytra beneath
the keel resembles that above it, but here the tubercles give origin to
small hairs®. The meso- and metasternum present irregular ruge.

* Probably similar hairs originally sprang from the tubercles on the
upper surface, but have been worn off.
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On the first and basal half of the second abdominal segments are
distinet longitudinal ruge, and a slight trace of similar rage is ob-
served at the base of the third segment; on other parts of these seg-
ments are some minute scattered punctures. The terminal segment.
is rather thickly though finely punctured. The legs are clothed with
longish ash-coloured hairs.

Nyctelia nodosa, Latr. Zophosis nodosa, Germar »

Five specimens of this species are contained in the fon of
Mr. Darwin, and these are from three different localities, viz. Mal-
donado (La Plata), Bahia Blanca, and Mendoza.

Nycrewia axcusrars.  Nyel. atra, elongata, nitida; capite distincts
punctato et tranversim inpresso ; antennis piceis ; thorace subgua-
drato, lateribus fere rectis, anticd emarginato, suprd. punctis mi-
nutissimis ; elytris subelongatis, et cum thorace quoad latitudinem
Sfere comqualibus, costis aliquantd irreqularibus subelevatis inter- ~
stitiis rugulosis, ad latera plicis transversalibus.

Long. corp. 7} lin. ; lat. 3% lin.

Hab. Patagonia ?

The specimen from which the above characters are taken is a
male, and by accident its label, containing the habitat, is lost; it is
most probably from Patagonia. . In general appearance the N. an
gustata greatly resembles the N nodosa, but it differs in being of &
narrower form, and in having the terminal joints (the fifth to the
tenth inclusive) broader; the anterior tibim are also broader and
rather shorter, and the thorax is longer in proportion to the width,

 head is distinctly and very thickly punctured in front. The
thorax approaches to a quadrate form, but is slightly narrower in
front than behind ; the lateral margins form a very slight curve, and.
in fact are nearly straight; in front it is emarginated, and the emar-
ginated portion is in the form of a segment of a circle; the hinder
margin is but little waved ; the anterior angles are acute, and the
posterior angles are slightly produced and rounded at the point ; &
faint impressed line borders the anterior and lateral margins : the
upper surface is but little convex and finely punctured, but on the
disc the punctures are scarcely traceable : the length of the thorax
is about equal to three-fifths of the width, whereas in N. nodosa the
length is about equal to half the width. The elytra are very little
broader than the thorax, being scarcely dilated in the middle, and
are_about one-third longer than broad; they have interrupted and
somewhat irregular longitudinal grooves or striz, and the jnter-
spaces are convex ; the third and fifth most distinctly so : the strise
and interspaces on the lateral half of each elytron have distinct irre-
gular rugee, the largest of which are for the most part transverse
in direction: the legs are long; the claws are of a pitchy colour,
The fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth joints of the antennz are some.
what compressed, broader than long, and produced in front 5o as tg
present nearly a triangular form ; the ninthand tenth are still broad,
but of a somewhat rounded form.
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Genus ErrpepoNora.

Erirrpoxora wveosa. fipip. atra, opaca : capite rugoso ; thorace
lato plusquam longo, postic» angustiore, depresso supernt Tugis
valde irregularibus, illis apud marginem exteriorem pleramque lon-
gitudinalibus, illis apud discum fere transversis, et utringue costd
majore sublongitudinali definitis ; elytris subovatis undatm rugis
plerimque_transversis, et utringue costd apud discum valde ele-
vatd, deind? alterd minus elevatd inter illam et carinam lateralem.

Long. corp. 8} lin.; lat. 3§ lin. ; vel, long. 113; lat. 5.

Hab. Petorca ?

The whole upper surface of this insect s covered with well-marked
irregular ruge ;_these are for the most part longitudinal in their di-
rection on the clypeus, and there is a transverse indentation marking
the posterior boundary of this part: a little behind the line of the
eyes is a somewhat irregular transverse ridge, and in the middle, be.
tween this ridge and the transverse groove just mentioned, is a short
longitudinal ridge. The labrum is rugosely punctured. The thorax
is very nearly twice as broad as long; its anterior and posterior
margins are nearly straight, excepting near the Iateral angles, which
are produced. Besides the ordinary rug on the thorax, there are
two large longitudinal and slightly curved ridges, situated one on
each side, nearly midway between the mesial line and the outer
margin; and on each elytron is a strongly elevated costa or ridge,
extending from the base very nearly to the apex, and running nearly
parallel with the lateral keel of the elytron, on the mesial line of
which they are placed. The spaces between these cost is some-
what concave, and so is the interstice of the costa and the lateral
keel of the elytron, which is crenulated or irregularly indented. The
‘mentum is very coarsely punctured, and the punctures are confluent.
“The under side of the head is punctured, and there are numerous
coarse punctures on the prosternum between the legs. The basal
segments of the abdomen have small lougitudinal sulci beneath.

Besides the great difference in size and form indicated by the di-
mensions, there occurs sometimes a difference in the seulpturing of
the thorax and elytra, which I could scarcely have believed to exist
in the same species had 1 not had an opportunity of examining many
specimens. In a specimen before me, the ruge on the head, tho.
rax and elytra are much less distinet than in the individuals from
which the above description is taken ; and this is combined with a
convexity of the elytra (which are almost always concave betwcen
the two dorsal costwe and also between these coste and the lateral
keel), giving a very different aspect to the specimen under consi-
deration.

In having the thorax distinctly contracted behind, and in the more
truly moniliform structure of the antennwe, the present insect ap-
proaches more nearly to Callyntra than to Epipedonota, but the ter
minal joint of the antenn is decidedly smaller than the rest. I have
before me specimens of the Callyntra multicostata and Call. vicina
(which I scarcely think a distinct species), and do not find so marked
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a difference in the size of the terminal joint of the antenne as com-
pared with the penultimate joint, as that represented by M. Solier’s
Sgure—indeed the penultimate Joint and terninal appear ta me to
be equal in size, or most nearly so.

Erreenoxora rviis. Epip. atra, nitida: capite antick punctis spar-
sis, et postic rugis transversis undulatis, notato ; thorace latiore
quim longo, ad medium depresso, rugis vel plicis fers longitudina-
{ibus, ad latera transversis notato ; elytris thoracé latioritus, prop?
suturam fert levibus, singulorum dimidio ezterno nllcu' transversis,
his costd longitudinali, in duai serics divisis ; prosterno sulcis
distinctis longitudinalibus ; segmentis adiominibus evire longi-
tudinali-sulcatis.
Long. corp. 9} lin.; lat. 5} lin.
Hab. Petorca?
“This species is of a shorter and broader form than Epip. ebenina,
the furrows on the thorax are smaller and more numerous, and the
elytra present but one distinct costa besides the lateral keel, the ridge
corresponding to that nearest the suture in . ebenina, being here ob-
literated, or very nearly so.
'he head presents some scattered punctures in front, and, gene-
rally, there are some waved transverse impressions towards the hinder
part, leaving narrow ridges between them. The thorax is twice as
broad as long, has the sides distintly rounded, the fore-part emar-
ginated in the form of a segment of a circle; the anterior angles are
acute, and there is a small indentation in the outer margin close to
the angle ; the posterior margin is nearly straight in the middle, but
; the angles are produced: the upper part of the thorax presents a
slightly concave surface, and is covered with small sulci ; those in the
middl¢ are oblique, converging to or towards the hinder part of the
mesial line ; about midway between this line and the outer margin
they become longitudinal in their direction, and a space bordering the
Iateral margin is covered with oblique but nearly transverse narrow
grooves and ridges. The width of the elytra, compared with that
of the thorax, is nearly as seven to five, and the elytra are about
one-fourth longer than broad, or rather less; the dorsal surface is
plane and almost destitute of sculptaring; on the sides are two
series of transverse furrows, which are separated by a strong costal
ridge; the innermost of these two series of transverse grooves is ob-
Titerated towards the base and apex of the elytron, but in the middle
they are strongly marked, as are also the transverse grooves between
the costal ridge and the lateral keel : on the apical half of each elytron
a faint trace of the costa, corresponding to the innermost one in .
ebermm is observmble

specimens of this new species were contained in Mr.

Bmiges s colloation,

Epipedonota ebenina, Solier.  Nyctelia ebenina, Auct.

Four specimens of this species were brought by Mr. Darwin from
Mendoza ; two of these are females, and present a character I have
not before observed in the species, viz, some zigzag white lines at
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the apex of the elytra; these lincs are observable in the grooves be-
fween the coste : in one specimen there are three of the white lines
on each elytron, corresponding with the number of interspaces of
the costre; they are interrupted, and form dots as they recede from
the apex of the clytron. In the other specimen there are but two of
these lines visible.

Epipedonota erythropus, Solier. Nyctelia erythropus, Auct.

M. Darwin also found this species (if it be really distinct from
chenina) at Mendoza.

Errenonora Boxantexsis. Epip. atra, nitida ; thorace supra irre-
gulariter et longitudinaliter multiplicato, ad latera crenato ; ely-
Iris utringue costis duabus elevatis, et sulcis transversalibus ordine
triplici.

Long. corp. 11} Tin.; lat. 5§ lin. ; vel, long. 93 lin. ; lat. 5 lin.

Hab. Monte Video and Bahia Blanca.

The species nearly resembles the . ebenina, but differs in being
larger and_proportionately broader ; as in . cbenina, each elytron
has two lorfgitudinal clevated coste besides the lateral keel; but the
interspaces of all the costm are indented with transverse furrows,
whereas in . ebenina only the two outermost interspaces have these
furrows, and here they are much less strongly marked. The lateral
keel in . ebenina presents a nearly even line, but in £. Bonariensis
the keel is distinctly indented ; the sulci on the thorax are less
strongly marked and more numerous.

Seven specimens of this species occur in Mr. Darwin’s collec-
tion.

Erreenoxora vara. Epip. atra, nitida, lata ; capite punctis disper-
sis anticd, apud medium sulco transverso, et postice sulcis paucis
obliquis ; thorace sulcis, his obliquis, illis apud medium longitudi-
nalibus, illis margini prozimis transversis, insculpto; elytris con-
wexis costis latis pauld_elevatis postice subobliteratis, spatio inter
costam secundam et carinam externam, sulcis profundis transversis
notato.

Long. corp. 94 lin. ; lat. 6 lin.; vel, long. 8§ lin. ; lat. 5 lin.

Hab. Port Desire.

This species is larger and proportionally much_broader than E.
ebenina. ‘The thorax, in proportion to the size of the insect, is much
broader than in any other species of Bpipedonota here described, the
width being nearly equal to two-thirds of the length of the elytra;
whereas in JZ. affinis, which I have described as a shorter and broader
species than £. ebenina, the width of the thorax is scarcely more than
equal to half the length of the clytra,

The head is punctured in front and has some waved transverse
grooves and ridges between the eyes. The thorax is about twice as
broad as long, emarginated in front nearly in the form of a segment of
a circle ; the lateral margins are rounded ; it is widest a little behind
the middle and narrowest in front ; the anterior and posterior angles
are acute; the upper surface is nearly flat, but the lateral margins are
slightly reflected; the anterior mesial portion is a little convex, and
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the posterior mesial portion is sometimes slightly concave ; the whole
surface is covered with narrow grooves and ridges ; those on the dor-
sal part of the thorax are longitudinal but slightly irregular, towards
the sides they are oblique, diverging slightly behind, and a broadish
space at the sides is covered with sub-transverse grooves, these bemg
dirccted inwards and slightly upwards from the lateral morgi
The width of the elytra, as compared with the length, is us 4 to 5 ;
their upper surface is convex, excepting at the base, where they are
somewhat depressed : on each elytron are three longitudinal narrow
grooves, these are distinct and wavy at the base of the elytra; the
first groove, or that nearest the suture, is obliterated on the hinder
half of the elytron ; the second is continued nearly to the apex, but
from the base it becomes gradually less distinct; the third extends
to the apex, and forms as it were the outer boundﬂ.ry to the convex
portion of the elytra for the space between the last-mentioned line
and the lateral keel, which is nearly equal in width to one-third of
that of the elytron, is nearly flat, or even slightly concave in the
lnnles, on this space is a series of deep transverse indentations, lea-
ving co of a width f the gronves.
The t\vo interspaces between the first, second and third strie of
each elytron are very broad and slightly convex; and on the second
or outermost of these interspaces are a few oblique furrows, which are
not very distinct, and for the most part rather widely separated. Be-
sides the longitudinal striz mentioned, there are some others, but
these are short and confined to the base of the elytra; in the males
about five or six longitudinal grooves may be seen at the base of each
elytron, and all of these grooves are more or less wavy. The sides
of the prosternum present distinct longitudinal sulci, and narrow
longitudinal sulei are observable on the abdominal segments,

Three specimens of this new species were brought from Port De-
sire by Mr. Darwin.

Genus CavrrynTRa, Solier.
Callyntra vicina, Solier. One specimen of this species was brought
from Valparaiso by Mr. Darwin.
Genus Crrostena, Solier.

CEROSTENA P1 Cer. atra, el ; capite crebre
puactato et transversim impresso; thorace transverso, anticé pro-
fund? emarginato, supra fere plano, punctato ; marginibus latera-
litus reflexis, disco foveis duabus impresso; elytris ablongo-ovatis,
pauld conveais, supra punctulatis, singulis costis duabus dorsali-
g s s laterali paul) prominente.

Long. orp. ag lin. ; lat. 43 lin.

Hab. St. O

In general Bppwunce the present species resembles the Blaps ob-

tusa, but the thorax is much shorter and the body more depressed.
On the hinder part and sides of the elytra is an ashy pubescence,
and I think it probable that small hairs have originally been scat-
tered over the whole upper part of the elytra and have been rubbed
off the most exposed parts. On the under side of the head and body
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small huirs e also perceptible in the less exposed parts, The pro-
sternum is very rugose beneath on the fore-part, and has distinet
Jongitudinal furrows at the sides, as has also the mesothorax; the
abdominal segments are thickly punctured, and there are longitudi-

nal rugee on the basal segments. Thelegs and tarsi are moderately
well clothed with small yellowish hairs.

Unfortunately the antennw are not perfect in the only specimen
‘which Mr. Darwin brought home of this species; in the characters
afforded by other parts, however, it agrees with M. Solier's genus
Cerostena : the absence of sulci on the upper surface of the thorax
‘would serve to distinguish it from the species of that genus hitherto
described.

Psectrascelis pilipes, Solier. Nyctelia pilipes, Guerin. Numerous
specimens of this species were brought from Coquimbo by Mr. Dar-

win,
Entomoderes Erebi, Solier. Mr. Darwin’s collection contains one
specimen of this curious inseet, and this was found at Mendoza.

Mr. next proceeded to the following new
speciesof Ceralionide from the collections of Mr. Darwin and Mr.
ridges.

Divisio CLEONIDES, Schoenherr.
Genus Lisrroperes, Scho.

Lasrnoneres suscostatus.  Listr. niger, opacus, fusco-squamosus ;

antennis piceis ; rostro brevi, carinato ; thorace punctatissimo, sub-

qwulmto, postice angustiore, setis fuscescentibus instructo; elyiris
punctato-striatis, fusco-setosis, interstitiis alternatis subelevatis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 6 lin.; lat. 2} lin.; long. 4, lat. 2 lin.

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

Rostrum about half as long again as the head, with three coste
above, the central one but little developed, and the lateral costw in-
distinct ; the space between the cost finely rugose; the whole sur-
face of the rostrum covered with distinct yellowish hairs. Head
Sickly punctured the punctures confluent, and with an impressed
point between the eyes. Thorax about one-third broader than long,
cmurgmutud in front, nearly straight behind, but slightly indented in
the middle; the broadest part of the thorax is about the anterior
third; from this point it is contracted in width, both before and be-
hind, in nearly equal proportions; the upper surface is nearly flat,
and very thickly and distinctly punctured; the punctures more or
less confluent ; a faint dorsal ridge is sometimes perceptible ; small
spiny semierect hairs cover the thorax ; elytra moderately long, with
the humeral angles forming right angles; the apex rounded, the
width about one-fourth greater than that of the thorax ; the upper
surface moderately convex, covered with brown scales, and having
interspersed erect spiny hairs ; punctate-striated, the interstices very
finely shagreened ; the third, ﬁfth and the seventh from the suture,
raised; a few black spots are irregularly scattered over the elytra,
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and in some specimens are some whitish spots arranged in lines on
the apical portion of the elytra.
From tho collection of M. Bridges,

Lustrovenes prrosvs. Listr. niger, opacus, setosus, fusco-squa-
mosus ; antennis tarsisque fuscescentibus ; rostro indistinctissimd
carinato ; thorace crebre punctato, subquadrato, lateribus subro-
tundatis; elytris punctato-striatis. Capite, thorace, elytrisque
squamis, fu:cxs atque nigrescentibus dens® tectis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 3} lin. ; lat. 13 lin.

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

About equal in size to Sitona fusca. Rostrum a trifle longer than
the head, slightly rugose, and with a very indistinct longitudinal
carina. Head thickly punctured, the punctures confluent, and an
impressed line between the eyes. Thorax subquadrate, and some-
what depressed ; very thickly, but not coarsely punctured, the punc-
tures confluent ; the width greater than the length ; the sides nearly
straight and parallel, excepting near the<hase and apex of the thomx,
where the width is gradually contracted. Elytra but little wider
than the thorax, somewhat convex and elongated ; the humeral angles
munded and the apical portion rather attenuated, but with the tip

; the sides subparallel ; punctate-striated ; the punctures, of
modcra(e size, are rather close together ; the interstices of the strise
nearly flat, and apparently slightly rugose.

The sculpturing of the rostrum, head, thorax and elytra is with
difficulty examined, all these parts being densely clothed with scales
these are chiefly of a brown colour, but in parts they are of a blackishy
hue. On the thorax is an indistinct dusky line in the middle, and
one or two dusky patches at the sides; the clytra are variegated with
deep and pale brown.

From the collection of Mr. Bridges.

Listroderes costirostris, Scho. Several specimens of this species
are contained in Mr. Darwin’s collection, having been collected at
Maldonado; and there are, moreover, specimens collected at Co-
quimbo which present no dutmgmshmg character, excepting in being

of a larger size, viz. total lines, width 2} lin. ; those from

Maldonado being 45 lmea in lcngt].\ and 1§ in width.

Listnovenss nowusrus.  Listr. breviter ovatus, iger, opaeus,

, setosus ; antennis, ostro longi-

‘wseulo, carinato, pilis minutis decumbentibus tecto; i o

punctulato, brevi, vittd albd ornato, lateribus wbmtundam elytris

Greviter ovatis, punctato-striatis, fascid albescente, ad latera inter-
ruptd, ornatis, singulatm tuberculo subnpu‘ah instructis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 43 lin. ; lat. 2} lin

Hab. Coquimbo.

In size and form this species may be compared to the Phytonomus
punctatus.  Rostrum ‘about twice as long as the head, covered with
minute decumbent brownish hairs, and with a longitudinal carina.
Thorax rather broader than long, very suddenly contracted in front,
and broadest near the fore-part; the sides slightly rounded, or nearly
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straight ; the posterior angles rounded, and the posterior margin in-
distinctly produced in the middle;; the surface very thickly punctured
and covered with pale brownish scales, and having interspersed mi-
nute hairs ; in parts the scales assume a deeper hue, and in the middle
is a whitish line. Elytra about one-third broader than the thorax,
convex, and of a short ovate form ; punctate-striated ; the interstices
obscurely punctured, and slightly convex; they are covered with
brownish scales, and have interspersed minute pale bairs ; rather
‘behind the middle is a broadish curved mark, which is obliterated on
the sides of the elytra; and towards the apex is a small angular tu-

bercle.
From the collection of Mr. Darwin.

Lisrropenes Aprcazis.  Listr. squamosus, fusco-albescens; an-
tennis piceis ; rostro carind longitudinali fuscd ; capite notis dua-
bus fuscis antict convergentibus ; thorace antic? quain posticé la-
tiore, ad latera fert recto, antict foved incurvatd, lined albd lon-
gitudinali; elytris thorace duplo latioribus, puncato-striatis ; sin-
‘qulis notd nigrescente obliqud, ad apicem albescente, tuberculo di-
Stincto subapicali.

Long. corp. et rostri, 3} ; lat. 13 lin.

‘Hab. Monte Video.

This species is considerably less than the L. costirostris, being about
equal in size to the Phytonomus rumicis. The rostrum is rather slen-
der, nearly twice as long as the head, covered with minute decum-

ent hairs, which are of a whitish brown colour; in the middle is a
longitudinal carina, The thorax is broader than long; the broadest
‘part is considerably in front of the middle ; in front it becomes some-
what suddenly contracted ; the sides of the thorax converge from near
the anterior part towards the base, and are nearly parallel; the pos-
terior margin is slightly rounded, being produced in the middle ; the
hinder angles are obtuse; the upper surface of the thorax is nearly
plane, presenting scarcely any convexity, and in the fore-part is a
curved impression, the extremities of which lead up to the anterior
angles; it is densely clothed with scales, and these are of a very
pale brownish colour; in parts the scales are of a deep brown co-
lour, and in the middle is a longitudinal line, formed of whitish
scales; besides the scales are some very minute, semierect, scattered
dusky hairs; the sculpturing cannot well be seen, owing to the cover -
ing of scales, but the thorax appears to be very thickly though not
coarsely punctured. The elytra are oblong, about one-third broader
than the thorax ; the humeral angles are prominent and rounded ;
the sides nearly straight, and the apex rounded ; the surface is con-
vex, but somewhat depressed at the basal portion of the elytra; punc-
tate-striated; covered with pale brownish scales, having moreover
some very minute scattered spines; the third and fifth interstices of
the striwe on each elytron are slightly raised ; rather behind the middle
is an oblique deep brown patch, behind which the scales are white,
or nearly so; a distinct angular tuberele is observable on each elytron,
ata short distance from the apex. The legs and antennz are brown,
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aud covered with minute palish hairs; near the apex of each of the
femora is a whitish ring.

In the collection of Mr. Bridges are several species of Curculionide
closely allied to Listroderes, but differing in having the antennz more
slender and clongated ; the club is very long, distinctly jointed, and
very slightly incrassated ; the legs are longer, and the body is covered
with minute hairs, or hair-like scales, whilst all the species of Listro-
deres examined by me have the body distinctly clothed with scales,
Moreover, in none of the insects under consideration do I find the
tubercles on the apical portion of the elytra, which are so common in
the Listroderes. Such differences, though readily seen, it is impossi-
ble to express by a generic term. I have determined to designate
this new genus by the name

Abroristus*, nov. gen,
Antenne lorige, tenues; scapus ad apicem subincrassatus ; articuli
funiculi obconici, 1° longo ; clava elongata distinetd triarticulata.
Rostrum capite ferd duplo longius, crassiusculum, subareuatum, ver-
sus apicem inerassatum, suprh carinatum : mandibule tenues paulo

elongatee.
Oculi subovati, subdepressi.
Thoraz transversus, pont oculos lobatus, suprd subdepressus.
Elyira clongato-ovata, convexa, ad apicem rotundata.
Tarsi elongati, subtenues, subtiis spongiosi.

» us. Ad. niger, _pilosus ; antennis, tibiis
tarsisque piceis ; rostro brevi, crasso, cavinato ; thorace punctulato,
brevi subquadrato, antict angustiori, posticd utringue subemargi.
nato ; elytris oblongo-ovatis, conveais, punctato-striatis, interstitsis
alternatis maculis paroulis nigris atque albescentibus ornatis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 6} — 8 lin.; lat. 2§ — 8} Iin

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

‘The whole inscct is covered with minute decumbent hairs, and
these are of an ashy-brown colour. The rostrum is stout, con.
siderably dilated at the apex, and about twice as long as the head ;
rugose, and has fine longitudinal keels on the upper surface, of which
the central one is most strongly developed, and the one next it on
each side indistinct. The head is convex above, and thickly punc-
tured.  The thorax is about one-third broader than long; ‘the an-
terior margin is straight, and the lateral margins are very nearly
straight; the anterior part is rather narrower than the hinder part ;
the hinder margin is in the form of a scgment of a circle, being
produced in the middle, and joins the lateral margin s0 as to form a
somewhat salient but obtuse angle; the upper surface is but very.
slightly convex, and thickly and distinctly punctured. The clytra
are convex, and of an elongate-ovate form, and scarcely one-third
broader than the thorax ; the upper surface s densely clothed with
minute hairs; punctate-striated, the punctires not very,large, and
distintly separated ; the interstices are plane, or indistinctly convex,

* From éiudguaros, undefined, .
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and are very finely punctured. On cach stria is a serics of small
black and whitish spots, and these most of them are oblong.

Ad. niger, ilosus ; antennis, tibiis
tarsisque fuscescentibus ; rostro brevi, crasso, carinato; thorace
punctulato ad latera et postict subrotundato ; clytris thorace paul)
latioribus, elongatis, subovatis, punctato-striatis, maculis parvulis
nigris ornatis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 5§

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

This species closely resemples the last in many respects, and espe-
cially in its colouring, and in being covered with minute ashy-brown
decumbent hairs, but it is of a narrower and more elongated form,
and of a much smaller size.

The rostrum is about half as long again as the head, rugose, and
has three parallel keels on the upper surface, of which the central
one is the most prominent. The head is thickly punctured. The
thorax is scarcely one-third broader than long, slightly emarginated
in front; the sides are nearly straight and parallel, but near the
anterior part they gradually converge, so as slightly to contract the

i of the thorax at this part; about the posterior third of the
thorax the sides also converge towards the posterior margin, so that
the thorax may be described as obliquely truncated on each side be-
hind : the posterior margin is straight; the upper surface is nearly
flat, and thickly and distinctly punctured. The elytra are moderately
convex and of an elongated ovate form, and about half as broad
agaih as the thorax; punctate-striated, the punctures of moderate
size and distinctly scparated, excepting on the hinder part of the
elytra; they are densely clothed with decumbent ashy-brown hairs,
and on each stria is a series of oblong blackish spots ; ‘the interstices
are very delicately but thickly punctured.

lat. 2 lin.

Avronisrus coxsernsus. Ad. niger, subopacus, fusco-pilosus ; an-
tennis tarsisque fuscescentibus ; rostro brevi, crasso, carinato;
thorace punotatissimo, subquadrato,postict pauld angustiore, modich
convexo, lateribus subrotundatis ; elytris quoad latitudinem tharace

re i ib i iatis, intersti-

e
_tiis planis.
Jong. corp. et rostri, 5 lin. ; lat. 2} lin.

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

Rostrum about half as long again as the head, much dilated at the
apex, with three distinct carina, and the two outer carinze converging
slightly towards the base of the rostrum; between the carinw are
minute longitudinal ruge, but these are hidden by the numerous
small brownish hairs which cover this and other parts of the insect.
The head is thickly punctared, and there is a minute oblong depres-
sion between the eyes. The thorax is subquadrate, about one-fourth
broader than long’; the anterior margin is straight ; the sides are
slightly rounded, but nearly straight towards the hinder part of the
thorax; the greatest width is at the anterior third; the posterior
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margin is straight, and the posterior angles are very nearly right
angles;; the upper surface is nearly flat, being but very slightly con-
vex, and thickly but rather finely punctured. The elytra are mode-
rately clongated, but little broader than the thorax, and moderately
convex above; the sides are nearly parallel, being very little dilated in
the middle; the apical portion is rounded; they are punctate-stri-
ated, and the interstices are finely punctured; a series of small
blackish spots is observable on cach of the strix ; on other pats the
very minute hairs which cover the elytra are brownish.

Apronsstus siupix.  Ad. piceo-niger, pilis fuscescentibus tectus ;
antennis piceis ; rostro brevi, carinato, ad basin transversim im-
presso; thorace rugoso-punctato, subcylindraceo, lateribus pauld
rotundatis ;_elytris oblongo-ovatis, punctato-striatis, punctis ali-
quantd profundis, interstitiis fer? planis et punctulatis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 3§ lin.; lat. 12 lin.

Hab. Valleys of Petorca.

A small species, about equal in size to Phyllobius alneti. The
rostrum short and stout, being but little longer than the head, is
furnished with a central carina and a carina on each side, which is
less distinct, and the space between these ridges has longitudinal
ruge, which are partially hidden by the scattered hairs which cover
this and all other parts of the body. The head is thickly punctured,
and the punctures are confluent; a small oblong impression is ob-
servable between the eyes, and in front of the eyes is a transverse
depression, scparating, as it were, the rostrum from the head. The

is nearly cylindrical, broader than long, and slightly nar-
rower behind than near the fore-part; the anterior and posterior
‘margins are straight ; the upper surface is thickly and rather coarsely
punctured, and the punctures are many of them confluent. T}
elytra are of an clongated ovate form, convex, somewhat attenuated,
byt rounded at the apex; punctate-striated, the punctures mode.
rately large and rather deep, and nearly joining each other; the
interspaces between the stri are nearly plane, indistinctly punc-
tured in parts and slightly rugose; the minute but somewhat spiny
hairs which cover the elytra are not sufficiently abundant to hide
the sculpturing, and are semi-erect.

A species of the present genus is contained in Mr. Darwin's col-
lection, which differs from either of the above: it is almost destitute
of the small hairs which give the brownish colouring to the other
species here described.

Avronisus sunvENUDATUS. Ad. oblongus, niger, pilis minutissimis
atque squamulis albescentibus adspersus ; antenis tarsisque fus-
cescentibus ; rostro carinato, punctulato ; capite inter oculos trans-
versun. impresso, crebri punctulato ; thorace subcylindraceo in
medium pauly dilatato, punctis mintis impresso ; elytris oblongo-
ovatis, punctato-striatis, interstitiis pauld conveais, obsolets punc-
tulatis.

Long. corp. et rostri, 6} lin. ; lat. 2} lin.

Hab. Mendoza.
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Two out of three specimens from St. Cruz have pitchy red colour
legs; in the third the legs are black. The specimen from St. Julian
has also black legs.

Mr. Darwin found this Curculio **lying dead by thousands on all
parts of the plains at St. Julian, both far in the interior and near
the coast.”

December 28, 1841,
No Meeting took place.

The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online



	1841_Coleopterous_A92_001
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_002
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_003
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_004
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_005
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_006
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_007
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_008
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_009
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_010
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_011
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_012
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_013
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_014
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_015
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_016
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_017
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_018
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_019
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_020
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_021
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_022
	1841_Coleopterous_A92_023

