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Vil PREFACE.

of children only, who live in remote haunts ; the latter retain a
certain faith in their efficacy, handed down in traditionary
recitals and hereditary reccipts that a peculiar race have
preserved. The race constitutes our herbalists : the blacksmith
in out-of-the-way places,—the herd in upland farms,—the skil-
ful woman of the village,—the gipsey wife,~—and the mugger who
sells nostrums and fortunes with her wares.  Their “simples”
I have indicated; and it is possible that the virtue aseribed which
descends from a very remote period,—from at lcast carly monastic
times,—may have a reality that merits regard. Burnt sponge
was cast out of our Dispensatories, wherein it had been placed
from the vulgar fame of an efficacy which Science discredited
and ridiculed; but now a nicer science restores with honour, and
confirms the medicine.—And then again I lent my pen willingly
to record the sayings and the customs,—the little plays and
mcidents associated with these natural productions, and more
especially with our plants, as they passed under review. I
cannot put away childish things and mewmories, nor do I envy
the man who can and doth. There is a tenacity in the love of
our carly years, and to the haunts of our childhood,—and in the
retrospect of them,—which, to loosen and untie, would wound
what would seem to be an inherent virtue of humanity ; and
which it doth us all good to nurture with genial warmth.
Goéthe has said, with reference to some such opinion, that
“ plants and flowers of the commonest kind may form a charm-
ing diary for us, because nothing that calls back the remembrance
of a happy moment can be insignificant; and even now,” he
adds, “it would be hard for me to destroy, as worthless, many
things of the kind that have remained to me from different
epochs, because they transport me immediately to those times
which I remember with melancholy indeed, but not unwillingly.”

Keeping these particulars in view,.I have, howcver, yielded to
almost every temptation that crossed my path; and I have
strayed to cull a flower, or a weed, whenever it scemed to me that
either would grace, or give varicty to my collection, which has been
thus rendered a miscellany of dubious and unstudied character.
In particular, I have attempted to portray some features which
the district derives from the grouping of its organic creations in
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sketches of scenery which are as true to nature as an unskilled
pen could draw them; and I have availed myself of more than
one opportunity to develop the workings of our Naturalists’
Club, in the success of which I could not fail to feel an interest.
Were it not for the contributions I have received from the
Members of that Club, my work could never have attained the
perfectness which, as a catalogue, it possesses. And to its
present zealous President, I am indebted for the interesting
chapter on our Fossil Botany.

Should the reader find in such a volume nothing to refresh
and nourish him,—meat fit ouly for babes and too tenuous for
manhood,—I pray him not therefore to conclude that the
subject i1s a profitless one. That cannot be. It doth not
necessarily follow that there is no water in the well when the
bucket is drawn up empty: there may be incapacity in the
vessel, or awkwardness and want of skill in the drawer. And it
may well be that the author has not read the leaves of the Book
of Nature, which he has opened, aright, nor given them that
interpretation and significance which a more thoughtful and
minded head would have done. It is very true that 1 have
been a scholar for many years in this book ; and I have tanght
myself to take note of, and pleasure in, those works with which
the Creator has erowded and adorned the paths 1 daily walk;
and sure I am that now I can see and apprcciate a beauty and
excellence, where, otherwise, they would not have impressed me;
—yet incapableness, or inaptitude in clothing one’s own feelings
and thoughts in fit and well-set words, may have hindered me
perceiving what were the fittest and most apt, or losing them in
defective and efficient utterance. Let iy weakness nor injure
the subject, nor hinder the worthiest to examine for themselves.
Niebuhr reckoned it among the most important results of his
travels, that the indifference with which he was in the habit of
regarding the objects of nature around him had given way ; and
any who will educate themselves to observe, will fecl that Niebuhr
made no error in the reckoning. The senses are not given to
man with the limited powers they have in brutes. These have
eves, but they, in one sense, see not: whereas in us, the eye is,
besides the visual organ, a sentinel and servant to watch, and go
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THE EASTERN BORDERS.
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“ Nescio qua natale solum dulcedine cunctos
Ducit, et ilnmemores non sinet esse sui.”

“Thou art my native land!”

“The green glens and woodlands,
And streams o’ my aiu countrie !”’

AR AAARAN A S ARAAR CANAAAR AAAAA

THE Eastern Borders comnprehend the whole of Berwickshire,
the Liberties of Berwick, North Durham, and the immediately
adjacent parts of Northumberland and Roxburghshire. Togcther
they form a district of a ncarly cireular figure, about forty miles
in diameter, and bounded by a tolerably distinet outline, which
the eye can trace out from any commanding height within its
area. Thus to the south, and on the verge of the sea, Bambo-
rough Castle forms a conspicuous point, whence a ridge of ba-
saltic hills runs westward to the Warn burn at the foot of the
Spindlestone rocks*. The Warn leads us sonthwards, and
through cultivated grounds, to the village of Waruford; and

* «“The name appears to be derived from some insulated irregular
columns which project fromn the mass.” See an account of these rocks by
Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart., in Wern. Mem. iv. p. 254.

VvoL. I. B



2 THE EASTERN BORDERS.

thence up the romantic dean in front of Twizell House to the
moors in which it has taken its origin. Descending from these
heath-clad heights westerly, we reach the Till at 1its junction
with the Roddam,—a burn which conducts us through corn and
pasture lands partly, but chicly through a decp and extensive
ravine, into the rceesses of the Chcviot hills. These constitute
our extreme western boundary.  They lead, in a beautiful series
of rounded summits, to the hills above Yetholn in Roxburgh-
shire. Thence the eye leaps easily from hill to hill until arrested
by the peaked Eildons, which, in the distance, lapsc almost in-
seusibiy into the Lammermuir range of less elevated heights,
that continue our boundary-line to the sea in the parish of Cock-
burnspath. The sea bounds the whole district on the eust*.
From the circularity and elevation of the boundary, the
district, when viewed from a height, has the appearance of a basin
pamted within with designs of the most cultured beauty. Spread
out beneath us, the bottom presents a seemingly extensive plain
intersected by living hedges, partitioned into lozenge-shaped
fields of every shade of green and yellow and brown, well-wooded
in every part, and mellowed with the moving shadows of living
trees, and bearing on its fruitful bosom all sorts of grain and
herbage for man and beast. But a narrower survey, while it
certifics that this is truly a land flowing with milk and honey,
undeceives us as to the cvenness of the surface. It is in fact a
succession of elevated ridges and intermediate valleys, or, as Mr.
Lowe expresses it, ““the surfuce i3 waved into rising and falling
ground.” The ridges and valleys lic almost parallel to each other,
and run from ncar N.W. to S.E. ; but here and there hills rise up
above them either from the plain itsclf, or pushed so far from
the boundary as to appear almost separate from it. Such are
Sunnyside ill, the Kyloe Crags, and Rawse Castle ; Halidon,
Chirnside, and Hume Castle ; Dunse and Cockburn Laws, the
Dirringtons, and the hills at St. Abb’s and above Cockburnspath.
And while the surface is in general under cultivation, and full

* The district i8 almost eocqual with the ancient bishopric of Lindis-
farne, the limits of which are thus detined by Leland :—* The boundary of
Lindisferue bishoprie extended from the Tweed (Tueda) to Warnmouth
(Warnamuth), thenee upward to the place where the Warn (aqua Warnea)
has its rise near the Hibburdun hill, and from that hill to the river which
is called Bruuk, up to its source.  Also that land beyond the Tweed, from
the place where tLL Whitadder (lumen Edra) rises on the north, to the

lace where it falls into the 'l'“e‘ d ; the whole land which lies between the

V hitadder, and another river whic| h is called Leader (Leder) on the west ;
the whole land which lies east of the river called Leder, to that place where
it fulls into the Tweed on the south, and the land which pertains unto the
monastery of St. Buldred (S. Balther), which is called Tiningham, from
Lammermoor (Lambermore) to Lstmouth (Eskmouth).” —See Carr’s Hist.
of Coldingham, p. 23. Hist. Berw. Nat. Club, ui. p. 17.
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of productive virtue, there are many tracts of heath and of “ mo-
rishe evill ground of litle valore,” —so many, and so dispersed,
that few farms can be said to be without its parcel of waste land.
Extensive muirs too occupy portions of the very eentre, while
the elevated boundary is clothed with heath, or with a green
sward intermingled with heath, and having oases of ranker growth
to freshen the prospect. The Tweed and its tributarics, glancing
at rare intervals on the eye, meander through the basin, opening
up valleys of various breadths and of great beauty ; while haughs
and deans and glens, each threaded by its own burn or runlet,
are found everywhere, affording an endless serics of haunts to
the naturalist who may love to court their intricate and receding
secrets. The district, as a whole, is as fair a one, to my partial
eye, as ever gladdened the heart of man.

Our district may be roughly estimated to contain about a
thousand square miles, or about 700,000 acres, of which one
half may be arable, while the other half is hill-pasture, moor, or
waste.  Mr. Blackadder, in 1809, distributed the lands of Ber-
wickshire into the lowlands of the Merse containing 100,226
acres, the lowlands of Laudcrdale 7280, the lowlands of Cock-
burnspath 2200, and the hill lands of Lauderdale and Lammer-
moor 175,734 acrest. The Liberties of Berwick contain about
4680 acresf. North Durham with Glendale Ward in North-
umberland, and what we cmbrace of Roxburghshire, viz.
the parishes of Yctholn, Sprouston, Ednam, Stitehell, Kelso,

* Mr. Arthur Bruce savs of the Merse : —* This whole tract of country,
viewed from a central eminence, Langton Ldge suppose, exhibits to the
wondering eye a scene beyond description.  The deception from this high
elevation is so great, that this large tract, from necar Kelso to Berwick, six-
teen or cighteen miles, and nine over, appears a dead tlat, chequered with
numberless scats and plantations; the whole landscape assumimg the ap-
Eearnuce of a garden.” Gen. View, p. 102, Burns describes the view from

angton Kdge as *““a glorious view,” and it has local celebrity.  Pennant
praises that from Soutra Iill (Tour in Scotland, 1772, ii. p. 261); and the
onc from the heights above Chirnside is well described by the Rev. J.
Edgar in Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 362.  The views from Halidon, Sanson-
Seal, and Hume Castle are justly admired. In 1566 Queen Mary was con-
ducted to Halidon to zratify the wish she had expressed of enjoying, from
its heights, a view of Berwick. Carr’s Coldingham, p. 67.  And from Ber-
wick Castle, Sept. 29, 1850, Quecen Victoria surveyed, with undisguised
admiration, the noble prospect westwards,

T See the map of ** Berwickshire from actual Survey, by John Black-
adder,” published Nov. 1, 1797.  This admirable map is the basis of all
subsequent ones, of which, perhaps, the best is that published in Sept. 1826,
by Sharp, Greenwond and Fowler.

1 There is a good map of the “ Liberties,” and of the annexed portions
of the Borough of Berwick. in the Report to the Board of Health by Robert
Rawhinson, Esq., 1850, We should also refer to the laree * Map of Nor-
ham and Islandshire and the Liberties of Berwick-upon-Tweed,” by Robert
Rule, 1824,

B2



4 THE EASTERN BORDERS.

Smailholm, and Makerston, are together about cqual to Ber-
wickshire ; and the proportion of pastoral and waste to cultivated
ground is apparently nearly the same. In 1794 Mr. Lowe esti-
mated the acres under plantation in Berwickshire at about 3500.
There are now probably not less than 10,000 in the entire
district.

The soil is various and of every quality ; and often so mixed
as to make it impossible to distinguish the kinds by uny very
distinetive name ; or, when purer, to mark out their extent and
limits, for these are not bounded strictly by geological formations,
nor dependent on the rocks underneath for their character.
South of the Tweed, “a strong fertile clayey loam occupies the
level tract of country along the coast, and reaches as far up in
general as the great post-road. It is well adapted to the culture
of wheat, pulse, clover, and grazing.”  Sandy, gravelly, and dry
loam, or a turnip-soil, is found along Tweedside, in the western
parts especially ; and extensively in the vales of the Till and
Bowmont. “The hills surrounding the Cheviot mountains are
mostly a dry, sharp-pointed, gravelly loam.” Moist loams, on
a wet cold clayey bottom, are found throughout, but their nature
is yearly amcliorated by the labour of man, and made tractable to
every purpose of the agrienlturist. Black peat-earth is the pre-
vailing soil in the hilly region, and occurs also in many places
scattered through the lower distriet,—marking the position of
former morasses and lakes*,

Of the soils in Berwickshire the Rev. John Edgar writes : —
“ A great vaviety of sois exist in the county; some districts
being remarkable for a stiff and stubborn clay, others for a mix-
ture of clay and loam ; a rich loamy soil characterizing one part
of the county, while another is distinguished for a mixture of
sand, gravel, and loam in various proportions; and on the same
soil all these diversities are sometimes amalgamated.  When it
18 considered that, not unfrequently on the same farm, all these
varicties oceur, and sometimes even on the same field ; and that
all these kinds of soil are moditicd by the character of the sub-
soil, which also exists in as great diversity,—to classify the va-
rictics of the soil, or to ascertain with any degree of aceuracy the
extent to which these endless peculiarities prevail, would be
almost if not altogether impossible. It may, in general terms,
be observed that clay forms the discriminating character of the
lands in the How of the Mersc’; loam that part of the soil
which skirts the chief rivers ; while turnip-soil is found in those
parts of the Merse where there is not too great a preponderance

* Bailey and Cully : View of the Agriculture of Northumberland, p. 4-5.
8yo, 1813,
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of clay, and in the arable portion of the Lammermoor district.
The lands on Tweedside, and along the banks of the Whitadder
and Blackadder, generally consist of a tine deep loam, well firted
for raising luxuriant crops of almost every description, resting
commonly on a gravelly subsoil, though sometimes on a tena-
cious clay. These tracts of land are the most valuable in the
county, and have been long under a course of skilful manage-
ment. In the intermediate tract betwixt these rivers the land 1s
less valuable, and degenerates into a stiff and hard clay, ditticult
to work, and from resting on a subsoil of stiff till, hiable to be
saturated with moistare, and long retaining it when thus satu-
rated. The remainder of the arable part consists of a sharp
sandy and gravelly soil, well adapted for raising turnips, com-
bined in difterent proportions with loam and clay, casily wrought,
and varying in quality and value according to the nature of the
subsoil on which it is inenmbent. This species of land is lnghly
valued, and those farms which contain a considerable proportion
of turnip-soil are gencrally preferred by the tenantry. In the
Agricultural Report of tlis county, published by the late John
Home, Esq., W.S., upwards of thirty years ago, the proportions
of the various kinds of soil are thus given :—Decp loam on the
principal rivers, 25,1410 acres; clay lands in the How of the
Merse, 40,380 ; turnip-soil, 119,780 ; meadow, moss, and moor
in Launderdale and Lammermoor, 99,870%.”

The water is as various as the soils through which it percolates,
and from which it has borrowed its saline constituents. My
friend Dr. R. D. Thomson found that the well-water at Eccles,
with a specific gravity of 1000792, contained 5775 grs. of sul-
phate of lime, and 29:752 of common salt 1n the imperial gallon+.
This may be an avcrage specimen of the water of the How-of-
the-Merse, but the springs which issue from the greywacke and
syenitic hills contain doubtless less saline matter. There is a
wide diffcrence too between the hard water of the wells that

® Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 364. Penny Cyclopedia, art. Berwickshire.
Sce also Home’s Rectified Report, p. 12-13; Kerr's View of the Agricul-
ture of the County of Berwick, p. 30-37 ; Milne on the Geology of Ber-
wickshire, p. 248-251.—“ Mr. Couling estimates the cultivated lands in
Berwickshire— the arable lands, gardens, meadows, and pastures, at 160,000
acres; the uncultivated or waste lands eapable of cultivation, at 100,000 ;
and the unprofitable lands or surface occupied by roads, lakes, rivers, canals,
rivulets, brooks, farmn-yards, quarries, ponds, ditches, hedges, fences, cliffs,
erazgy declivities, stony places, barren spots, woods and plantations, &e.,
at 25,600 English statute acres. If we take this estimate, the area of the
county in square miles is 446}. The sea-coast of Berwickxhire is about
seventeen miles and a half in length, from the boundaries of the towuship
of Berwick to its junction with East Lothian.”—Peuny Cyclopaedia.

+ Loudon’s Mag. Nat. ILst. v. p. 646.
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cannot be used in domestic economy, and the soft water of lakes
and rivers that cleanses unaided; and we have besides many
kinds of intermediate qualitics, w hich chemistry does not descend
to analyse*. Yet each variety excrts, piobuably, a peculiar
influence over the vegetation which it nourishes, and, indirectly,
over the distribution of the associated animals ;—an influence
which has been ouly imperfeetly noted.

There are many mineral springs scattered over the district.
At Spittal there 1s a chalybeate of sufticient tonic virtue, but
defective 1n every accessory ornament to render that virtue use-
ful+. There is an “exceeding cold”” spring at Cornhill which
was once resorted to by many mnvalids$; but a more numerous
company waited upon the Dunse Spaw, of which we have an
account, in 1751, from Dr. Francis Home, a physician of de-
served eminence.  ““ The well is situated in a valley, which lyes
a short mile on the south-side of Dunse§.” It is an ordinary
chalybeate water in which “ the iron seems to be held in solution
by carbonic acid ; and, if any confidence can be placed in Dr.
Home’s trials, its strength 1s nearly the same as that of Tun-
bridze Wells.” Very different has been their history. Tunbridge
Wells maintain their character, while the Spaw at Dunse has
lost its short-lived reputation, and to many, even in the neigh-
bourhood, its exact site is unknown. The spring on Harelaw
Moor, in the parish of Westruther, “ which is perpetually boiling,
and has never been known to freeze during the greatest intensity
of winter,” is of very similar quality to the Dunse Spaw, and
repeats the story of popular favour and subsequent neglect|}.
In the parish of ‘Edrom near Allanton there is a mincral spring
called the “ Vertur” or Virtue-wcll¥ ; and our untravelled an-
cestors had doubtless another well

“ From which fast trickled forth a silver flood,
Full of great virtues, and for med’cine good,”

near the onstead of Mungos’ Wells, for a simple and credulous
agze would not wantonly dedicate to the patron saint of healing
waters a spring without at least a reputed character of efficacy.
These wells scarcely differ in composition from the chalybeate
on the Leet in the p'msh of Lccles, which was furnished with a

* “The water of the Blackadder (thongh its colour is black) is exceedingly
pure. The engincers appointed to equalize the weights and measures of
the county found it nearly correspond to the weight of distilled water.”—
Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 41.

1 Fuller's Hist. of Berwick, p. 476.

1 Howe on the Dunse Spaw, p. 173,

§ Dr. Home’s work is entitled, * An Essay on the Countents and Virtues
of Dunse-Spaw.”  Edin. 1751, &vo.

i Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 65. € Ibid. p. 267.
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stone cover in 1780. “The supply of water,” says Dr. R. D.
Thomson, ““is pretty copious. Its sp. gr. is 1-00237, and in
summer the temperature 1s 48°,  The solid contents are sulphate
of lime, common salt, and a minute portion of iron held in solu-
tion by carbonic acid*.”  'We have two saline springs with some
local reputation.  One issues from Hydce Hill in the town of
Berwickt; and the other from a rock on the river-side in its
immediate vicinity. The first has the power of curing bicared
eyes ; the other, if we can trust its votaries, who are not nume-
rous, is good for every 1ll that tlesh is heir to. Itis called Con-
queror’s or the Lady’s Well, and has been analysed by Dr. R.
D. Thomson, who states its composition to be as follows :—Spe-
cific gravity, 100915 : one pint contains, common salt 45-531;
muriate of lime 38-161; sulphate of lime 4:715; muriate of
magnesia 0450 = 89-160: or again, 1000 grains of it contains of
common salt 6:746; muriate of lime 5826 ; sulphate of lime
0-716 ; muriate of magnesia 0-086 = making of solhd contents
in the thousand, 13:374.

The climate of the district, from its geographical position
and its proximity to the North Sea, 1s colder and more subject
to sudden variations of temperature than the more inland and
southern parts of the island. The harvest is in general three
weeks later than in the counties south of the Humber; but the
weather, on the whole, is drier than in the western counties of
Scotland or the north-west of England,—a very great advantage
in an agricultural point of view. This is ascribed to the in-
fluence of two ranges of high land, the Cheviot Hills on the
south, and the Lammermoor Hills on the north, which are con-
nected by a range of lower hills on the west§.” Winter comes
to us sullen and sad, and is apt to encroach on the spring,
blasting the infant foliage and blossom with its cold frosty
weather and its northern gales. Severe black frosts are, how-
ever, not of frequent occurrence nor of long continuance ;—
change and moisture, and a cold felt more severcly than the
thermometer would appear to justify, are our winter’s predomi-
nant qualities. And our springs are also in general cold, un-
genial and uncertain || ; nor can we often complain of summer’s
heat or drought. Autumn, more especially the latter part of it, is
our pleasantest season. Then we have frequently long tracts of

* Stat. Acc. Berwicks. p. 52, + Fullers Iist. Berwick, p. 476.

t From a watch-muker of that surname, who was the first and most
zealous patron of ity medicinal power.

§ Penny Cyelopredia, art. Berwickshire.

il Hence the popular rhyme inculcates a useful lesson :

“ Ne’er change a clout
Till May is out.”
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fine weather, marked, however, with characteristic variableness,
so that a sultry day loaded with gossamer may lead on to even a
sunnier with a sharp frosty piquancy in its breeze that quickens
the walk and accelerates the flow of the spivits. The state of
the weather, from an average of five years of the register kept at
Eccles, 1s as follows :—120 rainy days, 12 snowy days, 39 frosty
days, and 234 fair days, making the proportion of rainy to fair
days as 1 to 2 nearly. The mean annual temperature of the
atmosphere may be taken to be 48°* in our low lands; and
about 44° in the range of the Lammermoor and Cheviot Hillst.

The Tweed divides the district into nearly equal halves. The
sca-shore to the south of the river is tlat and sandy, interrupted
in some places by elevated banks of sandstone, in others by a
muddy soil deposited by the rivulets which terminate in its bays
or estuaries}. 1t is bounded by a narrow strip of links formed
of sand kuolls fixed by means of bent and sinnlar plants ; and,
although barren and almost waste in an agricultural view,
these links are rich to the naturalist in flowers and insects
of great beauty, and not of such commonness as to render them
uninteresting.  External to them, the country is flat and highly
cultivated ; but, at a distance of three miles or more, we reach
the elevated moors that occupy a large space in the heart of this
portion of our district. These moors are girded on the east by
the basaltic ndge which, coonmencing at Bamborough, forms the
hill and rocks at Spindlestone, the erags at Easington and above
Belford, and the rocky ledges which are continued northwards
thenee to Kyloe and Lo“lm,—a length of several miles. On
the eastern side this ridge has a stecp and rapid ascent, and its
western front is abrupt and precipitous, scarred in severdl places
with lofty colomnar cliffs, and a copious loose debris at their
base. The nghest point is 570 feet above the Ievel of the sea.
Such a ml"(,, as may be anticipated, affords some interesting
scenery, and is favourable to the growth of plants loving a shallow
soil and an open airy position.

Westward of these heights the ground again rapidly declines
to form the fertile plain through which the Till winds its sluggish

* Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 51. + Iist. Berw. Nat. Club, 1. p. 195.

1 “From Bamborough to the mouth of the Tweed is a sandy shore,
narrowing as it approaches our sister kingdom,  Lindestarn, or the lloly
Lsland, with its ruined cathedral and castle, hie remote from shore, access-
ible at every recess of tide, and possibly divided from Northumberland by
the power of the waves in distant ages.  The tides do not swell over this
tract in the usual manner of apparent flowing and gradual approach, but
voze gently out of every part of‘ the saud, wlach at first appears 8 quaggy
extent, then, to the terror of the traveller, swrrounds him wiuh a shining
platn of smooth unruted water, reflecting the varied landscapes of the ad-
jounng shores.”—Pennant. Arctic Zoology, 1. p. xv.
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way. Of the plain we can obtain the most extensive views from
any part of the high ground overlooking it from Ford to Dod-
dington. Beyond the plain the Cheviots rise up to limit and
enhance the cimrming prospect. They consist of a series, some-
times double, sometimes tripled, of rounded hills of every size
and varied clevation, spotted with green and brown herbage
and darker plantations, and up whose sloping sides cultured art
has made many forward and irregular strides. The hills have
cach their name and story, and stand out generally well-defined
by bays and vales, which run in about their bases, and up those
passes through which the living waters force their passage to the
valley beneath.

The principal of the Cheviot Hills are Cheviot itsclf, “ great
in her superfluous waste,” and of the height of about 2680 feet* ;
Hedgchope, 2347 feet; East and West Homelheught; Perey-
law ; Mow-law; Cock-law ; Wood Hill; The Curr; Shill ; Trow-
burn Hill; the Black-hag; White-law ; the three Tors; Yever-
ing-Bell; Floddent; Thirlestane; Yetholm-law; Vensheon ;
Steroch ; Coutsnouth, “a large and noble hill with a magniticent
view therefrom ;”” and the Eildons, which are about 1364 fect
high.

The waters of North Durham are inconsiderable. There is no
lake, and only a few small lochs or ponds; and none of its drains
nise¢ beyond the class of a burn which secks a silent and slow
course to the sea in a channel cut deep in the rich soil.  Such
are the North and the South Lows or the Linden. These spread,
however, a wide sheet of water and of mud at their mouths, and
produce a fit locality for certain plants and animals that love a
soft saline soil and brackish water.

In our hmited portion of Northumberland, the Warn, the
course of which has been already indicated, is the only burn on
the east side. The Till runs from the south northwards, dividing
this portion into an eastern and western half. When it enters
upon us at Bewick §, the Till has become a river, and it holds
on its way through the entire length of Millticld Plain, without,
however, imparting an additional beauty. Its track is hidden

* Colonel Mudge makes the height of Cheviot 2658 feet. Olbjections
have been taken to his measurement, and, from various authorities, it ap-
pears to he between 2684 and 2695 feet. See a paper on the subject by
Sir Thomas Brisbane and Mf. Galbraith in the Edin. New Phil. Journ. xiv.
p.72. )

+ Or Holmedon, Homildon, Humbledon or Humbledown-hill, for thus
variously is the name spelled. It is famous as overlooking the field of
battle between Douglas aud Hotspur in 1402, Sce I'vtler’s Ilist. Scot.
it p. 1295 Bordever's Tuble Book, vii. p. 331; Peunant’s Tour, 1772, ii.
p- 283 ; Ridpath's Bord. Hist. p. 371. 1 Ridpadi’s Bord. Hist. p. 488,

§ Until it reaches Bewick, the Till is called the Breamish or Beamish.
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and serpentine, its banks flat and unadorned, its margin often
miry and sedgy, its water drumly, its bottom treacherous, and
its current still but strong, with streams at distant intervals. It
borrows from naturc, and as much from art, some picturesquencss
and beauty at Etal,—a larger share at Heaton-mll; and admit-
tedly it lends the prime attraction to the demesnes of Tillmouth
and of Twizell. Its union with the Tweed is amidst charming
scenery, for even when the former chides the sluggish pace of
her tributary, the little ruffling scarcely dims the beauty that
ever waits upon her course. A well-known rhyme characterizes
the two rivers correctly :

“Tweed said to Till,
¢ What gars ye rin sae still?”’
Till said to Tweed,
* Though ye rin wi’ speed,
And I nin slaw,
Yet where ve drown ae man,
I drown twa!’”

The tributaries of the Till flow all from the Cheviots. The
chief are Roddam-burn, Lill-burn, Woolcr-water with its tribu-
tary the Coldgate-burn, the College and the Glen, and the water
of Bowmont. These have all one character :—they are shallow,
sparkling burns which haste murmuring over a stony bottom,
now and then falling over linns and rapids, and occasionally
lingering in some embayment, or at the foot of a precipice, to
collect their waters in a decper pool. They are all readily ooded
by rains, and will then sometimes do great mischief to the haughs
and mcadow-pastures, tearing up and carrying away the soil they
have overtlown, or burying whole acres under a bed of unpro-
ductive sand and gravel*. The naturalist cannot so well examine
the Cheviots as by tracing up these burns to their sources. They
lead him at first through level grounds into rich valleys that
narrow as he travels upwards ; and they conduet him to secluded
vales and green hills, and into dcans filled yet with some re-
mains of the once great forest of Cheviot. The College will
guide him to the summit of the hill that gives name to the
range, and through a deep and rugged ravine, named the
Brizzle, which is the botamst’s appropriate highway.

Our principal lochs lie in the west of this half of the district.
Learmouth bog, one of our most interesting localitics, almost
touches the base of the lower Cheviots; and Pawston-lough lies
amongst them. Not far distant, but in Roxburghshire, we have
Yetholm, Hoselaw, and Linton loughs,—each with its peculiar
attractions.  Yetholm or Primside lough is a sheet of water

* Stat. Acc. Roxburghshire, p. 160. These rain-born torrents are called
Sputes.
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nearly a mile and a half in circumference*. Hoselaw covers
thirty acres, has an oblong form, and is three-quarters of a mile
in circumference ; its greatest depth does not exceed fifteen feet,
and it is terminated on the west by a moss of great extentt.
Linton is “nearly circular in form, and contains fifty acres; it
occupies a natural basin formed by hills of considerable height,
surrounding it on the north, east and south, and cultivated
almost to their summits.  Towards the west it opens into the
valley of the Kale, into which, by a copious strcam, 1t discharges
its watcrs. The whole of the surface of these fifty acres was
formerly covered with water; it is now partially dramed, and it
exhibits the appearance of a verdant morass, mtcnpcrscd with
three or four pools of water, in which are found excellent trout,
closely resembling those of Lochleven}.”

The coast to the north of the Tweed offcrs a striking contrast
to the southern coast. The aspect is at the offset comparatively
tame, but within two or three miles its bold character begins
to be developed, and it opens on us with rough and grander
features as we trace it northwards§. It is a fit dyke to the sea
of blue and wild waters that roll everlastingly in front, hemming
the troubled waves and casting them back in foam even when
roused by the storm to madness. Twice daily these waves touch
their dyke, and twice daily recede far within it, leaving a strip
of black rocks that afford ground for the growth of an abundant
crop of sea-weed; and food and shelter for innumerable rock-
fish, shell-fish, worms, mollusks and zoophytes.

Nor less mtcrestmg is the sea-board to this rocky shore. It
is a precipitous wall from 40 to fully 400 feet in height, sinuous
and uneven, now bending to circumscribe a bav, and anon rising
into the lofty headland. The face of it is 1n some places of
sandstone, ard then it is comparatively smooth ; but, to a greater
extent, it is black and rough, excavated in many places with
caves aud darksome recesses, md in many others, fronted with
blocks and buttresses of 1solated rocks. In describing the
parish of Cockburnspath ||, the late Rev. A. Baird has given a
sketch, which, with hittle change, is applicable to the entire Ber-
wickshire coast. He writes—

“Along this bold sca-line occur some very interesting and
striking picces of coast scenery.  Of these, one of the most pic-

* Stat. Ace. Roxburghshire, p. 160, + Ibid. p. 148. 1 Ibid. p. 146.

§ “From the boundaries of the township of Berwick on the south the
coast trends N.N.W. for eight miles and a half to St. Ebb’s or 8t. Abl’s
Heud, where 1t takes a W. ‘3 W. direction for nine miles, until it is met by
the houndaries of East Lothian.”—Kerr’s View of Berwickshire, p. 2.

|| Sometimes written Coldbrandspethe, and always pronounced Copper-
smith, or Cobberspith.
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turesque is the Cove, a little bay surrounded by precipices of
above 100 fect in height, and which, by the building of a break-
water, &c., has recently been converted mto a pretty httle harbour
for the protection of fishing-boats.  So perfectly secluded is this
little bay, and so unexpected is the scene which almost instan-
tancously opens to the view, that it uniformly produces on the
mind of the stranger an almost electrical effect of surprise and
admiration. A remarkably fine insulated cliff, perforated in the
centre by the action of the waves, and another lofty and magni-
ficent rock, bearing at a short distance so close a resemblance to
an ancient tower or cathedral, as to be very easily mistaken for
such in ruins, add greatly to the effect of the other objects ; while
the extent of ocean beyond, the vessels of every size and deserip-
tion entering or leaving the Frith of Forth, and the bold head-
lands along the coast, complcte a seene of remarkable beauty.

Scveral natural excavations round this little bay have probably
given to it the name of the Cove. These have partly been taken
advantage of to form a range of cellars in the rocks, and also a
road or tunnel of about 60 yards in length, through one of the
rocky sides of the bay, affording at hlfrh water the only means
of access to the shore. :

“Various other very interesting coast scenes might be de-
scribed, especially in the neighbourhood of Redheugh, in the
eastern part of the parish ; and at a spot named the Siccar Point,
which may now be said to be ahmost classic ground.....Itis a
lofty cape or headland running abruptly into the sea, at the base
of which, by a good deal of scrambling, we arrive at a remark-
ably fine cavern of considerable height and extent, the roof being
covered with very beautiful calcarcous stalactitic incrustations,
and the entrance being guarded by ranges of cliffs and isolated
rocks, producing at high water, and especially when the wind
has been for some days in the sea, a very splendid effect.  Both
the natural and scientific beauties of this place, Sir John Hall,
Bart., the proprietor, has lately rendered more accessible to
strangers, by means of a winding footpath along the sides of the
steep sca-bank*.”

Within and parallel to this sca-board, and often separated
from it by a strip of rich alluvial land, there is a broad ridge of
very unequal ground extended from Halidon Hill, in the Liber-
ties of Berwick, to St. Helen’s above the Pease-dene.  The
greater portion of this ridge is under cultivation, but Lamberton
Moor, and the more extensive moor of Coldingham, retain still
some portion of their original wildness and barrenness.  The
Lammermoor Hills may be considered as a continuation of this
castern ridge prolonged from St. Abb’s in a westerly direction ;

* Stat. Acc. Berwickshire, p. 291-2,
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and the range thus girds in and defines the plain bencath them,
called from its comparative levelness the How-of-the-Merse. The
hilly border is ““intersected by many narrow vales in various
directions, chiefly tending towards the south, in which most of
the strcamlets flow ; though the rivers of the vale-land princi-
pally run from west towards the east. From the main range of
hills, various spurs jut out towards the south; and there are
several detached or 1solated hills in different places of the vale
of the Merse. And even that vale is much diversitied by nume-
rous swells and knolls, and winding deep dells, in which last the
streamlets of the lower country flow in search of the larger waters
and rivers. The northern sides of the Lammermoor Hills are of
considerable steepness, but belong to East Lothian; while the
southern slopes are generally moderate, and blend gradually
into the lower vale. In many places the tops of the hills form
extensive elevated table-lands, which slope almost insensibly
towards the south into the lower vales. The higher land 1s
usually miserably bare infertile moor; while the slopes, called
the moor edges, are mostly useful land, and sometimes of excel-
lent quality*.”

The principal hills, with their elevations, arc named in the
following table constructed from various authoritics :—

Feet. Feet.
Criblaw . . oo o o 1650 Soutra-hil L . L L L . 1000
Spartleton- Wil . . . . . 1615 | Hume Castle . . . . . 898
Hertside-hill . . . . . 1552 | Buncle-edge. . . . . . 700
Chnt-hill. . . . . . . 1549 | Stitchel . . . . . . . 620
Lammerlaw , . . . . . 1500 | Lamberton . . .. 660
Saverslaw . . . . . . 1500 Wardlaw, Coldmbham .. 640
Tippet-knowes . . . . . 1325 | Dunse-law . . .. 630
Mainslaugnter-hilt. . . . 1260 | Halidon . . . . . . . 535
Dirrington-law . . . . . 1145 | Grant’s-house . . . 366
Boonlull . . . . . . . 1090 | Blaiky’s-point, E\emouth . 350
Cockburn-law . . . . . 1049 | EcclesManse . . . . . 315

The denest and ravines are, as we have mentioned, very
numerous, and several of them possess so much beauty and
seclusion that they become charming haunts for a naturalist
on a summer’s day. Foremost in rank is Dunglass-dene, the

* Edin. Encyclopmdia, iii. p. 487. Mr. Kerr conjectures that these
hills have got their name ‘“ from the lambs of the low country having heen
anciently sent to that moor, when taken from their mothers.” View, p. 15.
Certainly Mr. Kerr’s forte was not etymology.

1 In our Dictionaries the word is usuully spelled Den, but Mr. Carr,
who aptly deiines it as a “sylvan ravine,” makes it Dene.  Trans. Tyne-
side Nat. Club, ii. p. 101, In books relating to Berwickshire, the anthors
always spell the word Dean, and so it is invariably pronounced. 1 have
sometimes used one and sometimes the other orthography.
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northern limit of our district. It is about two miles in length,
and presents ““thronghout this distance a succession of scenes
the most beautiful which can be imagined.” Other denes of
note are Heriot’s or the Tower-dene, Edwond’s-dene, Pease-
dene and its branches, Howpark-dene, Dulaw-dene, Ayton, Rid-
path-dene, &c.  Dulaw-dene, although only about half a mile in
length, wnth a narrow bottom and very stecp rugged sides, is
botanically rich; nor can the scarcher for these riches fail to
have awe and solemn thoughts for his companions.  Of the Pease-
dene we have a graphic description from Patten in 1548 :— We
marched an viii. mile till we came to a place called the Peaths.
It is a valley running from a vi. mile west; straight eastward
and toward the sca, a xx. skore broad from bauk to bank above,
and a v. skore in the bottom, wherein runs a little river; so
steep be these banks on either side, and deep of the bottomn, that
who goeth straight down shall be in danger of tumbling; and
the comer up so sure of pufting and pain; for remedy whercof
the travellers that way have used to pass it, not by going di-
rectly, but by paths and footways leading slopewise, from the
number of which paths, they call it (somewhat nicely indeed)
the Peaths*.”” Much of this character remains to the dene,
but its sides have been copiously planted with alien wood, and
a romantic bridge saves the traveller his pufling and pain when
he would cross the steep ravineft.

Of still waters Coldingham Loch is the only one of any extent
in Berwickshire. It lies in a basin amidst the high grounds
ahove Erne’s-cleugh in the parish of Coldingham, and is remark-
able for its proximity to the sea. It covers about thirty acres,
and, being clean and clear, imparts a lively feature to the bleak
tract by which it is encompassed. There is a considerable loch
at Dunse Castle, and a lesser one at the Hirsell, but both of
themn owe much of their character to art. Lochtillum, in the
parish of Eccles, has been once of great extent, aud now it-appears
to be rapidly diminishing, and will before long probably disap-
pear. Two small lochs in the parish of Stitchel may have a
longer permanency ; but of those numerous smaller ponds with-
out a name which mcet us unawares on many a farm, there will
soon be merely the residue that may be required for agricultural

* Carr’s Hist. Coldingham, p. 103 ; Ridpath’s Bord. Hist. p. 560 ; Kerr’s
View, p. 112.

4+ “The depth of this ravine is, on an average, for about two miles of its
course, 150 feet. During the lower half of its course, and, in particular,
for some hundred vards below the Pease Bridge, the sides of the ravine are
nearly perpendicniar, and not more than fifty fect, in some places only
twenty apart.”—Milne, Geology of Berwickshire, in Quart. Journ. of Agri-
culture, vol. vi. p. 182,
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uses. The game of the naturalist will disappear with them, or
be replaced by species of considerably minor interest.

“The principal rivers are the Tweed, Whitcadder, Blackadder,
and Leader. The smaller streams are the Eye, Dye, Ale and
Leet, besides a great number of burns that cannot be particu-
larized*.”  The pleasantest method of examining the county is
for the naturalist to follow these rivers and burns throughout
their devious courses.

The Tweed enters our district below Melrose, when it has
already become a large river. From the stony character of its
channel, and the quick pace of its pure water, the Tweed is not
favourable for the production of a profusion of aquatic animals
or plants, but very favourable for the breeding of fish of the
salmon kind. It rolls on from Melrose, washes the base of the
Cowden-knowes,

“and, gently gliding round
The broom-clad skirts of that fair spot of ground,”

reaches the Abbey of Dryburgh, where it makes a turn upon
itself, as if “loath to leave the sweet domaint.” Then hasten-
ing, the waters hurry with confused speed over the Trows at
Makerstont, to rcach the beautiful policy of the Fleurs, which
18 passed “with a soft yet trotting stream.” And so, enlarged
by union with the Teviot, the river passes Kelso, which it
clips “with a close embrace;” traverses a sunny haugh which
leads successively to Sprouston, to Wark-castle, to Birgham-
haugh, to Lees and to Coldstream ; and thence still onwards to
Leunel and its braes, to Tillmouth, to Milne-Graden, around the
demesne of Ladykirk, and, with another bend, thence to Norham
and its proud castle, to Horncliff and to Paxton, where the cur-
rent begins to lag and sicken from the mixture of a less pure
water which the sea forces upon it reluctant with every tide. The
places the Tweed has passed 1n its serpentine tract are all of them
places of note in border history, and worthy each to furnish a

* Inthe language of the district, the Tweed, Till and the Glen are rivers;
the Whitcadder, Blackadder, the Leader and the Eye are waters; the
streams that drain and gladden our denes are burns; and the leaders to
these burns are, in some places, called sykes.

t This, a good authority assures us, is the most beautiful part of the
Tweed. Sir Thomas Dick Lauder in Tait’s Magazine, Oct. 1847, p. 653.
See also Pennant’s Tour, 1772, ii. p. 270.

1 “ As you approach the place of Mackerston, the immediate bed of the
stream hecomes much diversified by rocks, both on its side and in its chan-
nel. This, perhaps, is the only stretch of the river that would. in any way,
recall those wild and iron-bound streams, with which those who have lived
in the north may have hecome familiar. The river hurries very rapidly
along, contined betwecn walls of rock ; and in some places its current may
be said to be furious.””—Tait’s Magazine, Oct. 1347, p. 659.
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memorial specimen to the local botanist’s herbarium* ; nor as it
approaches its goal does the Tweed lose historical a%ocwtmns,
albeit the beauty of 1ts banks wanes under the influences which
affect a tidal river.  Leaving Paxton it enters within English
ground, level and unattractive on the north, but with a consider-
able bank on the south side, which is partially wooded. Here
it receives the Whitcadder, when making a reach northwards,
the stream bends back again so as almost to describe two-thirds
of a circle, and thus washes the walls of “our good town” of
Berwick, and enters the seat.

The Leader loses itself in the Tweed where the latter enters
our demesnc and forms a considerable portion of our north-west
boundary- -line. It has 1ts rise in the Lainmermoor Hills, and
runs in a lively stream through a cheerful valley, to which it
gives the name of Lauderdale.  Pennant deseribes it as “a long
narrow bottom uninclosed and destitute of wood, but abundant
in cornt.” This was in 1772, when its comparative fertility

was almost proverbial :

*“Then Flora, queen, with mantle green,
Casts off her former sorrow,
And vows to dwell with Ceres’ sel’,
On Leader-Haughs and Yarrow.”

“ The two farms of Blainslee have been for gencrations so cele-
brated for the oats grown upon them, that their produce is entirely
sold for seed§.” Leader-haughs are as fertile as ever, but thcy
have lost mu(h of their pastoral character, and, perhaps, scarcely
support their ballad fame. “They are everywhere enclosed, and
an immense extent of plantation has taken place in various parts
of the valley, so that there is no want of shade along the banks
and slopes, and scveral handsome residences have arisen. Of
these, perhaps, the house and grounds of Carolside may be pre-
eminently mentioned.”  Above Carolside is Birkhillside and
Chapple ; and a little way below it the village of Earlston,—the
birth-place of Thomas the Rhymer, whose rude tower of residence
still stands on a beautiful haugh on the east side of the Leader,
half-way between the river and the town. A very little lower,

* Pennant gives short but interesting notices of them in his Tour of
1772, ii. p. 273-265.

t Camden’s deseription of the Tweed’s course is short and curious :—
“This river rises with a copious stream out of the Scottish mountains, and
for a long time meanders amoung the horscmen and marauders on the
borders, to glve no harsher name to a set of men, whose ouly property 1s,
as one savs, in their swords.”—Gough’s edit. . p. 497.

1 Tour, ii. p. 261.

§ Sir Thomas Dick Lauder on Scottish Rivers, in Tait’s Magazine, Oct.
1847, p. 653-656.
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on the left bank of the stream, we have “one of the most classi-
cal and far-famed spots in Scotland—the hill of Cowdenknowes.
Of itsclf it is a very pretty striking hill, starting forward from
the adjacent eminences, so as to be prominent in the scene, and
rising in a picturesque conical shape. No traveller, however
incurious, could possibly pass up or down the valley without
putting questions about it.”

The next tributary to the Tweed in our district is the Eden,
which Sir Thomas r{)ick Lauder calls a “classic stream.” Its
source lies in some boggy ground in the parish of Gordon, and
its upper portion has a very ditch-like character. The channel,
however, has received a sufticicncy of water when it enters upon
the policy of Newton-Don to make it ornamental therc; and in
these grounds “it produces a pretty little romantic scene, by
throwing itself over a precipitous rock of considerable height.
The spot is called Stitchell Linn.” This is a good locality for
the naturalist, and we shall have future occasion to mention it
in counection with one of the most melancholy incidents in
Border story. From the Linn the Eden runs a gentle race
through a vale beautifully wooded and cultivated, “and resem-
bling some of our happiest English secenes.””  In about the imddle
of it i8 situated the peaceful village of Ednam*, the birth-place
of the author of the “ Seasons,” and whence the father of Cook,
the voyager, migrated southwards to give England the honour of
his name.

The Leet belongs entirely to the Merse, and its sluggish pace
and muddy channel prove at once the levelness of the country it
drains and the depth of the alluvial soil. Originating in some
boggy ground ncar Hilton, it pursues its way westward, skirt-
ing the demesnes of the ancient family of Swinton; and then,
hending southward, it gives a name to Leitholm, when it sceks
to hide its stream, choked with sedges, in the plantations of
Belchester and of the Hirsell. Mr. Stodcart has given an ex-
ccllent description of the Leet.  During the summer season,”
he says, “it 1s a mere ditch; in many places not above four or
five span in width, aud, where broadest, still capable of being
leapt across. The run of water is, comparatively speaking, in-
significant, not equaling in the average a cubie foot. This,
however, as it proceeds, 1s every now and then expanded over a
considerable surface, and forms a pool of some depth; in fact,
the whole stream from head to foot, pursuing as it does a wind-
ing course for upwards of twelve miles, is a continued chan of
pools, fringed during the summer on both sides with rushes and

* The “ Aednaham ” of the olden time, and “ a waste” in the 12th cen-
tury. There is now no remnant of the church built there and then in

honour of 8t. Cuthbert. See Quart. Rev, Ixxxv. p. 118,
VOL, 1. C
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water-flags, and choked up in many parts with pickercl weed
and other aquatic plants. The channel of Leet contains shell-
marl, and its banks being hollowed out beneath, afford, inde-
pendcnt of occasional stones and tree-roots, exccllcnt shelter for
trout. Not many years ago, the whole course of it was mfested
with pike, but the visit of some otters, irrespective of the angler’s
art, has completely cleared them out, and thus allowed the trout,
which were formerly scarce, to become more numerous*.”

But the Tweed’s most considerable tributary from the north
is the Whiteadder,—a river to my liking superior to her more
celebrated sister in all but magnitude and force. I love better
its haughs, its sunny upland valleys, its steep banks, its many
cheerful picturesque mills, its trouting streams, its sinuous
reaches near home, and its far-away meanders amidst the green
hills. In the very heart of the Lammermuirs, about three miles
beyond our extreme limit, and on the sunny side of a green brae,
there is a “ White-well,” supposed to be 1150 feet above the
medium sea-level+, whence bubbles to light a perennial spring
whose copious waters fall into an extensive bog below.  Drained
by numerous fissures this water oozes from the bog into a stony
channel which leads it southwards down the narrow vale, in
which it receives many little livelier runlets that brattle down
the grcen hills on each side. Thus before the Whitcadder
has flown three miles to Millknowe, a man would strain to
leap its current. There it meets the Fasney burn, and doubled
by the union, it hies its way down the valley for nearly two
miles before it enters Berwickshire. It has now become a fine
water flowing, always in an east and southerly direction, and in
a most sinuous tract, over a rough stony bottom, mostly in
streams, but with frcquent still reaches and occasional deep dark
pools. This is the character of the water everywhere; and the
valley which it enlivens is open and sunny, widening and con-
tracting at unequal intervals, for now the base of the pastoral
hills will almost touch the stream, and then a level haugh will
intervene to separate them alternately on the right side and the
left.  In the upper parts of the water there is little wood, none
indeed but a hanging birch cover which overlooks the entrance
into Berwickshire; for the hills have been deprived of their
forest by the flocks which now graze them in the security of
peace.  Having received into its channel the lively Bothell,
which drains a parallel ridge of the Lammermuirs to the east of
that drained by the Whiteadder, the latter turns abruptly south-
wards, passes the Craneshaws, and ripples down a vale cultivated
for the growth of oats and barley and bordered with green sloping
hills. Then the Dye, coming from the west, gives the main

* Angler’s Companion, p. 22. + Stat. Acc. Berwicks. p. 267.
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river additional strength ; and thus it leaves Ellem-ford with a
broader and heavier stream guided eastwards for a space by very
steep heath-clad banks. It glides on and soon overtakes the
pretty vale of Abbey St. Bathans. Monnienut burn joins here,
racing down a narrow glen in which Godscroft stands; and a
little lower down, the Whiteadder receives another burn which
rushes from the ravine in whose shelter Mattie Pringle was
wont to hang out her hospitable sign*. There is here some
aboriginal wood and a good deal of recent plantation, which the
river leaves on passing the Retreat, when it winds around the
base of Cockburnlaw almost in a circle. It has now attained the
culminating point of attraction to the angler, and there is no
finer water anywhere. The river lows on, washing the base of
the sandstone fossiliferous bank at Preston-bridge,—lghtening
up the rich valley of Preston-haugh,—lending beauty to the
open demesnes of Broomhouse, and to the sylvan and cereal
grounds of Blanerne; and thence onwards, with its customary
curves and beauty, to the romantic scenery at and about Chirn-
side-bridge. Another wide sweep, directed by the steep banks
on the north, brings the river to Allanton, where it receives the
tribute of the Blackadder. Now a noble stream, the Whiteadder
mcanders, at a moderated pace, through the suuny haughs of
Whitehall ; and thence, for several miles, it winds with wide
sweeps, alternately from right to left, until it has passed the
overhanging cliffs on which the ancient castle of Edrington did
stand. This portion of the river is excellent in beauty, and is a
series of lovely pictures, each well-defined by the peculiar sinuous
character of the channel. From Edrington the Whitcadder
proceeds slowly to Newmills, where, turning to the south, it
waters a vale without much interest, and soon afterwards mingles
with the Tweed. The tide influcnces the flow of the streamn for
upwards of a mile.

The Blackadder takes its rise at Wedderlie in the parish of
Westruther, at an elcvation of about 1130 feet. The dark tine-
ture of its water is derived from the peat-mosses in which its
sources are placed. It flows in a south-easterly direction, and
as it descends along the skirt of Harelaw moor, meanders through
a rich meadow which promises well to the naturalist. In its
future course the Blackadder skirts the plantations that shroud
Marchmont-house,—traverses the policies of Kimmerghame and
of Kelloe, and winds in the midst of the grounds of Blackadder
and Allanton as if loath to leave them. The fall of the river is
imcousiderable, and its bed is one of coarse gravel and large

* There is a tolerably accurate description of this secluded inn in Mr,
Maxwell’s Border Tales, p. 28. Lond. 1352,

c?
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stones, confined by banks which rarely rise above a few feet,
and are ploughed or grazed to the very brink*,

These waters drain the west :—the Eye and Ale are the prin-
cipal leaders to the drainage of the eastern parts of Berwick-
shiret. The latter is an inconsiderable stream running south-
casterly from the Press in the parish of Coldingham, to Millbank
near Eyemouth, where it falls into the Eye at a romantic spot
distinguished by a remarkable elevation called the Kip-rocki.
The Eye hides its source in the Lammermuirs, and it flows on,
in a south-easterly direction, for ten or twelve miles, when it
turns nearly at right angles on its entrance into the vale of Ay-
ton, which lcads 1ts waters to the sea. The early course of this
water is bare and uninteresting, but from Grant’s-house down-
wards there is considerable beauty, and so much natural wood of
varied character as to render the banks fruitful of those herbs
which the botanist loves to cull§. The valley of Ayton is more
beautiful—indeed it may vie with any we have in the district
for richness and variety of scenery, nor could we affirm the judge
was partial that awarded it the superiority. It is worthy of the
fine castle that now overlooks it from very ncar the site where-
upon stood the Bastle of rude and dangerous days.

This hurried sketch of the Eastern Borders will have failed in
its object, if it has not satisfied the naturalist that the district is
peculiarly favourable to his researches,—wecll-adapted to furnish
him with subjects for a practical study of the different classes of
organized beings, and wherein he may fit himself to judge and
determine upon the various theories which have been propounded
relative to their classification, their rclations, their linear or
dichotomous development, or their reticular or quincuncial re-
unions ; and how far there is that strict conncction which is
asserted to exist between complexity of structure and the num-
ber and perfection of their faculties and instincts. It was in
part to test these theories, which have been supposed to be of
considerable importance 1 physiology, that the materials of this
volume were collected ; but certainly I was more bound to the
task by natural predilection, and by an inborn love which urged

* Stat. Ace. Berwicks. pp. 66, 224,

t Kerr’s View, p. 44.

1 Stat. Ace. Berwicks. p. 131,

§ The post-road runs parallel to the water from Avton to Grant’s-house.
Starting from Ayton, Cobbett says, * When we get farther on the land gets
poor and hilly; the road twists ahout among the hills and follows (towards
its source) a little run of water, on the sides of which are some narrow
mcadows. The hills are here covered with scrubby woods, verv much like
those in the poorest parts of Hampshire and Dorsetshire.”—Tour in Scot-
land, p. 87.
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me on to illustrate and declare the riches of my native county*.—
“Trahit sua quemque voluptas.” I felt that in following out
my plan to register every tree and grass and weed therein,—to
know every insect, worm, fish, reptile, bird and beast that were
its denizens,—I could not fail, at the same time, to discover its
many pastoral,—its many sylvan,—its many landscape beauties
which lie hid amidst its hills and denes, and hard by its waters.
And there was the additional attraction of visiting spots which
have been made for ever eloquent by the events of which they
are the monuments, for the district is indeed rife with places that
derive interest from historical recollections,—with everlasting
hills whence arose the smoke of druidical sacrifices,—with rills
whence was lifted the water of the baptism of the first converts
to our Christianity,—with cairns, camps, and seats of regal and
lordly power,—with ancient priories and cells and abbeys that
are still our admiration,—with battle-fields of note,—with strong
castles and towers and bastles,—with fairy traditions and love
passages,—with much poetry and romance,—and with the birth-
places of men who have risen above common humanity. I have
indicated by short notices many of these memorabilia as I have
gone on in my register, for specimens collected from them are
to be treasured not more for their own peculiar value than for
the rewiniscences and thoughts which the spot gives life to.
“A plant,” to use the words of Sir James Edward Smith,
“gathered in a celebrated or delightful spot, 1s, like the hair of
a friend, more dear to memory than even a portrait, because it
excites the imagination, without presuming to fill it.”

“Thanks be to Nature, some green spots remain
Free from the tread and stain of that gross world
Whose god is commerce, and religion gain—

Its altars furnaces, whose smoke 1s curled
Around the very clouds !—Be praise ugen

To Nature and her God! while sone are whirled
The dizzy round of joy, and some turn churled
Or fevered from life’s game,—to balm the pain
Of a stung heart—still the sclf-troubled brain—
Refine the mind—silence, if not appease,

Pale recollections, memory’s agomes,

And throw the load of anxious cares hehind,
There still are flowery meadows, pathless woods,
Groves, hills and vales, forests and solitudes!”>—C, WEBBE.

* “We are the better as well as the happier for local attachment.”’—
Southey. Life, ii. p. 182,



JounsoN. ¢ Make a large Book; a folio.”
BosweLL. “ But of what use will it be, Sir?"
Jounson., * Never mind the use: do it.”

“It is my duty to study, and, if possible, to devise expedients for restoring me
from this useless and melancholy state. Now, all experience assures me that regular
occupation is that expedient ; and it is my duty, if I find myself unequal to the
severity of my usual exercises, to devise slighter subjects of employment which
can be resorted to in the time of necessity. This I esteem to be an important
part of moral discipline.””—CuaLMERs. Life, i. p. 165.
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THE FLORA.

« Ye field flowers! the gardens eclipse you, 'tis true,
Yet, wildings of Nature, I doat upon you,
For ye waft me to sumuers of old,
When the earth teem’d around me with fairy delight,
And when daisies and buttercups gladden’d my sight,
Like treasures of silver and gold.”
T. CAMPBELL.

“ What beauties does Flora disclose !
How sweet are her smiles upon Tweed!"”
CRAUFORD.

“ For bothe Flora and Zephyrus,
They two that makin flouris growe,
Had made ther dwelling there. I trowe.”
CHAUCER.



THE names of the Plants indigenous to the district are printed in RomMan
LETTERS ; of naturalized species in stalics; and of plants cultivated for
their utility in ficlds and plantations, the name is in the Antique letter.
Stragglers of uncertain permanency, and notices of extirpated species, are
printed in a smaller character and thrown into notes. To each of these
classes there is besides a distinct set of numerals. Some species which
have becen introduced into former catalogues of our Flora, from inadvert-
ency or error, are omitted without notice.

To the “ Habitats” in Berwickshire and in the Liberties of Berwick
a B. is prefixed ; a D. to those in North Durbam ; an N. to those in North-
umberland; and an R. to those in the county of Roxburgh.—When no
authority is given for the “ habitat,” it is to be understood that the plant
has been gathered there at a meeting of the Berwickshire Naturalists’ Club.
In many instances the authority for the station is given, although the Club
may have subsequently verified the discovery.

The scientific nomenclature of the species is derived from the “ Fnglish
Flora” of Sir James E. Smith. When they differ, the names used in Mr.
Babington’s Manual and in the “ British Flora,” as edited by Professor
Arnott, are also given.

The provincial names of the Plants are printed in the O English or
Black letter. Great pains have heen tuken to collect these, which, it
must be borne in wind, are often known to a few of the most observant
only. They are somctimes too very local even in our limited district.

The notices of the vulgar eustoms, virtues and uses connected with the
plants, arc also provincial, except when the contrary is stated. These
notices have been derived principally from the communications of Mr.
James Hardy, whose assistance in every part of this work I am anxious to
acknowledge.
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Then Mother FLorA, to prepare the way,
Makes all the field look glorious, green, and gay ;
And freely scatters with a bounteous hand
Her sweetest, fairest Flowers o’er the land.
Lucrerius, 8. CREECH.

Sit mihi floribus
Mulcere me fessum, senemaque
Carpere quos juvenis sulebam.
Lorp TENTERDEN,

DICOTYLEDONES.

1. TauarLictroMm MINus.—B. In Dulaw dene, and on the banks
between it and Redheugh. Sea-coast at Cockburnspath. In the
dene between Ayton and Netherbyres; and on the banks of Ale-
water near its termination.—D. Tweed-banks opposite Spring-gar-
dens : Spittal links ; and banks beyond Hudshead.—N. Abundautly
on Kyloe-crags.—June, July.—Appears to be confined to the eastern
parts of our district. Far inland I find it growing in profusion about
the Grey-Mare’s-tail in Sclkirkshire.

2. Ta. masus.—D. Wooded banks of the Tweed opposite Milne-
Graden.—R. Banks of the Tweed opposite Dryburgh; and on the
Trows’-crags at Makerston or Malcarnestone, Dr. Frank Douglas.
—Aug.

3. THu. rLavuM.—Very rare. B. Wood at Netherbyres ; and in
Dunglass dene, Rev. A. Baird.—The recent improvements at Nether-
byres may have destroyed that habitat.

4. ANEMONE NEMOROSA. Wood Anemone.—Abundantly in our
denes where the soil i8 a vegetable mould or mixed with peat :

“ And woos the fairy solitudes
Embosom’d in the leafy woods.”

Often found also on our elevated exposed ravors, as on Lamberton,
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Coldingham, and the Lammermuirs generally ; and rising almost to
the summnit of Cheviot, where it is, as How says, ““ a singular beauty
to those barren hills.” Phyt, Brit. 8.—April.—The petals close be-
fore rain.

5. RaNnunNcuLus AQUATILIS.—Common in ponds and ditches,
and conspicuous from the profusion and beauty of its white flowers
in May and June.—Var. a. keterophyllus, with none of the leaves
hair-like. B. In a ditch on the side of the Eye above Grant’s-
house. Aug.—p8. pantothriz, with all the leaves multifid or hair-
like. D. In the pond at South-Ord.

6. R. circiNnaTus.—D. In a ditch leading into the lough of
Holy-Island, where it was shown to me by Mr. Babington.—B.
In the mill-dam at Fouldene-East-Mains.—July.

7. R. FLuiTans.  @Eclfpare,—a name given to it, either from its
wavy motion in the water, or from harbouring eels when growing in
a mass, for this is called an Eel-bed.—In rapid streams frequent,
flowering throughout summer, very freely in some years; while in
other seasons the plant is mostly barren.—Mr. Babington says, I
have also gntheres R. fluitans in perfectly stagnant ditches, quite
&reserving its specific distinctions.”” Ann. Nat. Hist. iii. p. 226.—

‘illdenow had made the same observation long ago: “In fluviis
et lacubus semper foliis longissimis dichotomis occurrit, nec ullo modo
mutantur.”” Spec. Plant. ii. p. 1333.

8. R. HEDERACEUS.—Plashy spots in denes, and shallow ditches
by road-sides, and in damp ground where water has stood during
winter, frequent.—May—Aug.—The flower-stalks become singularly
curved and deflexed as the fruit forms and matures; and the cluster
of carpels is at length submerged.

9. R. rLammura. The Butter-Plate, a name expressive of the
comparative flatness of the corolla. In boggy moorish ground, com-
mon.—June-Sept.—1It is called by some the &nake’s-tongue, from
the shape of the leaves. Shepherds say that the herb tastes like
tobacco, and is deleterious to sheep.—J, Hardy.

10. R. LiNGuA.—This fine specics is scattered over the district.
B. In Ferneyrig and Lithtillum lochs, Dr. R. D. Thomson. In
a bog at Craig’s-walls in the parish of Edrom, G. Henderson. In
the Hen-poo at Dunse-Castle, In the Eden above Mark’s bridge,
Dr. F. Douglas.—D. Learmouth bog.—N. In the pond at Spindle-
stone ; and in Newham Lough.—R. In Yetholm, Linton, and Hose-
law lochs.—Autumn.

11. R. Ficaria.—Flowers from about the middle of March to
late in April in moist meadows, shaded banks and woods :

“ Careless of thy neighbourhood,
Thou dost show thy pleasant face
On the moor, and 1 the wood,
In the lane—there’s not a place,
Howsoever mean it be.

But "tis good enough for thee.”
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Wordsworth has celebrated this harbinger of spring in two pretty
odes addressed ‘ to the small Celandine.” It is the Lesser Celandine
of our old herbalists ; and although it has lost its medical reputation,
it retains the favour of our children undiminished. In woods, and
especially in rookeries, it is closely gregarious, and, as Linneeus ex-
presses it, * Heec suffocat adstantes plantas uti Allium ursinum.” —
The leaves are frequently marked with a large purplish blotch, as are
likewise those of R. hederaceus.

12. R. auvricomus. Abbot Fl. Bedf. 121.—B. Abundantly in
the woods and denes in the vicinity of the Peasc-bridge; and in the
woonds at Abbey St. Bathans, J. Hardy. On the Whitcadder near
Whitehall, G. 1Ienderson.  Banks of the Tweed about Dryburgh,
Mrs. P. Clay.—D. Wouuded banks below Norham-Castle.—R. In
boggy ground on the south declivity of the hill of Sterock in the
parish of Yetholm, Rev. J. Baird.— May.

13. R. acris.—OIld pastures ; muirlands ; road-sides, &c. very
common.—June-Sept.—*“ I have gathered specimens of this, and of
R. repens, with the calycine segiments metamorphosed into leatlets,”

J. Hardy.

14. R. repens.—Mcadows, road-sides, and hedge-banks, very
common. It loves a moist soil, and infests some gardens. Hence I
have heard it called the Bebil’s-quts,—a name which indicates its
troublesomeness, and its peculiar habit of throwing out long runners
or trails.

15. R. BuLBosus.—Meadows and new pastures, very common ;
but Mr. Hardy tells me that it does not occur within the parish of
Cockburnspath, nor has he met with it in any part of that district,—

a circumstance that may be owing to the want of the old dry pastures
so frequent to the south of the Tweed.—May-July.—This and R.
acris are sometimnes used, by country people, to stanch the bleeding
from wounds. The bruised herbs are applied directly to the cut, on
which they must act as an irritant, and, by producing a sore, may

occasion greater inconvenience than would have resulted from the
loss of blood.

16. R. sceLEraTUus.—In ditches and watery places, frequent in
the neighbourhood of Berwick and along the coast of N. Durham ;
but of rare occurrence in the western parts of our district.—June-
Aug.

17. R. arvensis.—Corn-fields. In many places well known as
a troublesome weed to the reapers, but rare in the vicinity of Berwick,
and on the eastern parts of Berwickshire generally ; nor does it oceur,
according to Dr. F. Douglas, in the neighbourhood of Kelso. By
many an over-cxact florist this is branded as an alien, having, it is con-

1. Ranunculus hirsutus.—N. In a ficld near the Heather-house, Ram-
bro’shire, Geo. R. Tate.—D. July 9, 1851, I gathered a few fine specimens
on waste ground at Velvet-hall. It is unquestionably a mere straggler
with us, ’
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jectured, been introduced with seed-corn ; but the plant that can trace

ack its settlement amongst us to the birth of agriculture has assuredly
obtained a right to naturalization. To trace these corn-weeds to their
original country, is as hopeless a task as it is to seek for our corns
themselves growing in a wild and untended state.

The Ranunculi are in general very acrid, but R. repens is alto-
gether herbaceous to the taste, and the strictly aquatic species possess
acridity in a slight degree only*. The leaves and lower part of the
stalk of R. acris are scarcely acrid, but the upper parts of the stem,
the petals and stamens are very pungent. The sensation they pro-
duce in chewing is stinging, sharp, and of short continuance, being
limited to that part of the tongue to which the plant is applied. R.
sceleratus is the most active ; and R. flammula claims the next place.
~—The leaves are often marked with pale sinuous lines, which are

roduced by the burrowings of a caterpiilar that finds a favourite food
m their parenchyma.—The flowers of all the species close agaiust
rain and at sunset.—It is a vulgar belief that when predominant in
pastures, the flowers of the common species impart their yellowness
to the butter of the cows; but in truth the cattle leave them un-
touched, and consequently our ficlds glow and are gladdened with
the golden cups,—‘leetis floribus.””— The flowers of the R. ficaria,
bulbosus, acris and repens are the IButtev-cups of our children, who
use them to detect in their playmates any unconfesscd and overween-
ing fondness for butter, as Cornelius Webb has pleasantly recorded
in the following lines :
AR the flowers
Children hold beneath their chins,
So to learn who ’tis that sins
When the butter wastes by night ;
And whose chin looks yellow-bright,
That’s the rogue :—if no such luck,
Then ’t was ta’en by thievish Pluck.”

18. CartuA pALUsTRIS. Ring-cup: Water-Gollany : Pellofv-
Gotwan : Marsh-Marygold.— The plashy sides of ponds, and in boggy
places, especially amidst alders, common.— May, June.

“ While on burn banks the ®clloin Sotan grows,
Or wand’ring lambs rin bleating after ewes,
His fame shall last.””—ALLAN RaMsay.

.James V1., on his accession to the English throne, 1603, conferred
upon George, Earl of Dunbar (Raines’ N. Durham, p. 32), “the
meadow called the Ycllow Gowland, near Leatham, and extending to
East and West Mordington.” This large piece of ground, which
embraced Cumberland Bower, Sanson’s-Seal, and Bate’s-cross, appears
to have got its original name from the prevalence there of the Caltha ;
and, perhaps, of the Buttercups in general,  which, in the Border

* Pcunant says that in the Highlands, “ the water Ranunculus is used
instead of Cantharides to raise blisters.” Tour in Scotland, 1772, ii. p. 43.
This is a mistake, unless R. flammula is intended.
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counties of England and Scotland, are named the yellow Gowan, Gow-
lon, or Gollande.” Hardy in Hist. Berw. N. Club, ii. p. 20. But
that the Caltha principally conferred the name I infer from the fact
that there are two ficlds on Sansonseal which still bear the name of
the Eastern and Western Gowlans, and, even in their present reclaimed
state, it is easy to discover that they must have been, at no distant
date, wet boggy ground such as the Caltha only delights in. The
position of these fields is marked by an old ash which rises conspi-
cuously above the trees in the modern plantation. This ash is called
the Gowlan-tree ; and a tradition lingers about the spot that, on a
skirinish of unremembered date between the Scotch and English, the
leaders of one party dismounted and tied their horses to it.

In Sweden, Linneeus says, “ Floret dum Cuculus cantat, Rutilus lu-
dit et butyrum flavescit quamvis a vaccis intacta;”’ Flor. Suec. 199 :
and so it is with us.—Gray tells us that in North America, of which
this plant is a native, it is used as a pot-herb in spring when coming
into tlower; Manual, p. 12 : and the pickled flower-buds, which are
apparently the ‘cuckoo-buds of yellow hue’’ of Shakespere, have
been recommended as a substitute for capers; but, however prepared,
they will be found to acquire no flavour of capers whatever; nor are
they free from acrid and poisonous qualities. See Christison on Poi-
sons, p. 448.

19. TrorLivs EurorZEUS. The Globe-flower.—Not uncommon
in our district, and a local poet has endeavoured to preserve one of
its stations in his verse :

“ By Billy-burn in the lang-syne days,
The Globe-flower oft I have plucked with thee,
Or wandered about on the mossy braes
Chasing the drai(l)n-ﬂy and wild red bee.”
G. H. in Border Magazine, ii. p. 296.

I trust the Trollius is still to be found there, for its habitats are
disappearing annually before the encroachments of the plough. 1
cannot now find it on Lamberton moor, where it grew pleasantly
twenty years ago.—B. Banks of the Leet near Swinton; Edington
or Edinham moor; Bunkle wood, Rev. A. Baird. Plantation near
Billy-mill, G. Henderson. Bog south of Hardacres, Dr. R. D. Thom-
son. Coldingham moor below Lumsden. Penmanshiel moss ; How-
sark dene ; and Blackburn-rigg dene ; and in bogs near Craneshawes,

. Hardy. In plantations on Lightfield farm near Gordon.—D.
Haiden-dene; and Felkington bog, Dr. James Thompson*.—N. Hen-
hole, Cheviot.—R. On Graden moor, Dr. F. Douglas.—The common
people who know this fine plant call it Stocks,—a name which has

* Dr. James Thompson was the youngest son of Mr. James Thompson,
tenant of Shoreswood Hall, where he was born on the 3rd September 1301,
He received the usual education of boys of his station in Tweedmouth and
Berwick, when he went to study medicine in the University of Edinburgh,
where he graduated M.D. in August 1824. His Thesis was entitled  Tent.
inaug. de quibusdnm Plantis medicinalibus et earum succedaneis.” It was
shortly after this that my acquaintance with Dr. T. began, and we made
many botanical excursions together. His manners and appearance were
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the same meaning as its synonym Cabbage-Baisp, and both are de-
rived from the resemblance of the flower to a close cabbage-stock.
Lucken-gowan, a name of the Trollius mentioned by Allan Ramsay
in his ¢ Young Laird and Edinburgh Katy,” conveys the same idca,
for lucken signifies closed or shut, as in the word Lucken-booths.
J. Hardy, Hist. Berw. N. Club, ii. p. 15.—The Globe-flower worthily
occupics a place in the garden, and botanists of a future century may
dispute its claim to be classed with indigenous plants.

1. Berberis vulgaris. IBarberrp.—In hedges and shrubberies oc-
casionally, without any preteusion to be considered indigenous in the
district.

20. NupHAR LUTEA. Yellow Water-Lily.—B. Coldingham Lough.
Abundant in the Iiden above Mack's bridge, six miles from Kelso on
the Edinburgh road, Dr. F. Douglas. It has been introduced into
the pond at Netherbyres, at Dunse Castle, and at Kames.—R. Yet-
holin loch, Rev. J. Baird.

21. Papaver arRGEMONE.—Corn-fields, rather rare.—July-Sept.

22. P. ru®as.—William Turner writes in 1551,—* This kind is
called in English corn-rose or red corn-rose, and with us it groweth
much amongst the rve and barley.” It has been very sensibly re-
duced both in quantity, and in its distribution, within the present
century ; but, in some farms, as in Holy-Island, the Poppp still
abounds to excess, and imparts a gay hilarity to the sombre corn-
fields. It disappears from infested fields when these are laid down
in grass, and endures nowhere long if the soil is undisturbed ; but
let the ground be disturhed anew by the plough or the spade, no
matter at what distant interval, the weed reappears in rich profusion.
Of this fact we had an illustration when the railway was made from
Berwick to Cockburnspath, and from Tweedmouth to Kelso. The
sides of the cut were, in many places, literally clothed in scarlet ; and
this was especially the case where the line had been cut through those
gravel knolls which some conjecture were deposited towards the ter-
mination of what has been called the glacial epoch. Nor need we
be hindered from entertaining the belief that the Poppy was amongst
the first plants that occupied the naked surface of those knolls, bury-
ing thercin the seeds of primeval crops to be preserved intact until
accident shall bring them up and within the influence of vivifying
agents. There is a far-distant antiquity even in one of its provincial
names. In the ncighbourhood of Gordon I heard this weed called
Cockeno,—evidently from ‘coch’ the Celtic for scarlet, and hence
the name is probably coeval with the early inhabitation of the district.
In other parts of Berwickshire the plant is called Cock’g-combs.
About Wooler it was wout to be called the Thunber-flower or Light-
nings ; and children were afraid to pluck the flower, for if, perchance,
the petals fell off in the act, the gatherer became more liable to be

very prepossessing. Dr. Thompson subsequently went to Jamaica, where
he practised medicine for a few vears ; but dechning health at length com-
pelied him to leave that island for America.  He had not been long there,
when thic cholera broke out, with fatal violence, at New Orleans ; and my
friend was one of its victims. He died on the 23rd of May 1833,
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struck with lightning ; nor was the risk small, for the deciduousness
of the petals is almost proverbial. “ And it is called Papaver errati-
cum in Latin, in Greck Rheeas, because the flour falleth away hastily.”
Turner.—When cultivated, it becomes a beautiful annual. ¢ In hor-
tis, ubi florum colore pulcherrime ludit, nempe miniato, sanguineo,
purpureo, carneo, niveo toto, carneo per limbum albo, &c.” Haller,
Flor. Jenen. p. 70.

23. P. puBrum.—Comn-fields, occasionally. The only Poppy in
the neighbourhood of Cockburnspath, J. Hardy.—The anthers of
our Poppies discharge their pollen by a slit along the edge, previous
to the opening of the petals.—llooke, in his Micrographia, p. 155,
writes thus of the genus:—‘ And, methinks, Nature does seem to
hint some very notable virtue or excellency in this plant from the
curiosity it has bestow’d upon it. First, in its flower, it is of the
highest scarlet dye, which is indeed the prime and chiefest colour,
and has been in all ages of the world most highly esteem’d : next, it
has as much curiosity shew’d also in the husk or case of the sced, as
any one plant I have yet met withall; and thirdly, the very seeds
themselves, the microscope discovers to be very curiously shaped bo-
dies ; and lastly, Nature has taken such abundant care for the pro-

agation of it, that one single seed grown into a plant, is capable of
ringing some hundred thousands of seeds.”

24. GrauciuM LuTEUM.—B. On the shore between Eyemouth
and Coldingham; at Lumsdene; and between the mouth of the
Pease-burn and Dunglass-dene.

25. CueLipoNTUM MaJUS, @elandine.—In the vicinity of towns
and villages amidst rubbish and ruins, and in hedge-bottoms, not
common, but seattered over the district. Plentiful on road-sides to
the west of Jedburgh.—Mr. Watson says, ““ In Scotland, it is rather
an alien than even a denizen.” Cyb. Bnt. i. p. 108. It is, however,
a true denizen with us, viz. ““at present maintaining its babitats as if
a native, without the aid of man, yet liable to some suspicion of having
been originally introduced.” —The yellow acrid juice is used to remove
warts, and specks from the eyes. ‘I have heard of the leaves and
stalk of this plant, boiled up with strawberry leaves, being used with
wonderful efficacy in a case of jaundice by an illiterate empiric in
Berwickshire.” Dr. R. D. Thomson.—The correspondency of the

2. Helleborus viridis.—“ Dunglass dean, Dr. Parsons.”

3. Delphinium consolida.—Mr. Winch mentions this as growing “in a
clover-field near the Lough on Holy-Island” (Flora North. p. 37), but
he himself told me that he saw a single specimen only ;—a waif lost so
800D as it was blown.

4. Aconitum napellus. Monk’s-hood. N. Banks of Wooler-water
above Haughhead, Jus. Mitchell. The castaway of the garden, and hence
often foung in the plantations near the seats of our gentry.

5. Nymphea alba. White Water-Lily.—About twenty years ago this
handsome flower was planted in the pond at Newlands, N., where it throve
exceedingly ; and from this source several other ponds in our district have
heen supplied.
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yellow juice with the yellow hue of the patient was here the index to
the remedy. Hence also the vulgar use of the inner bark of the Bar-
berry in the samne disease. See Hardy in Hist. Berw. N. Club, ii.
E. 12 ; and Notes and Queries, iii. p. 320 and 405. The skilful in

erbs have great faith in the doctrine of “Signatures,” for Providence,
they say, has thus chosen to disclose the occult virtues of its gifts to
those who can read the mystical signs and sympathies. And thus
Thomas Fuller pleads in favour of the belief :—* Surely Nature would
not have made it such a hypocrite, to hang out so fair a sign, except
some guest of quality were lodged thercin; I mean, it would not
appear 5o beautiful to the eye, except some concealed worth were
couched therein; inclining me to believe that the virtue thereof is
not yet fully discovered.”

26. CORYDALIS CLAVICULATA.—B. In Penmanshiel wood, in
Pease-dene, and Edmonsdene abundantly, climbing elegantly amongst
whins, briers and hazel-shaws. Banks of the Dye near Longforma-
cus, Rev. T. Brown.—D. In Longridge dean.—N. In the loose and
coarse debris on the sides of many of the Cheviot hills, sparingly.—
Summer.

27. Fumaria caprEoLATA.—Hedge-bottoms, not uncommon.
There is a variety distinguished by having white flowers.—July-
Oct.

28. F. orriciNaALIs, var. a and 3, Amott in Hooker’s Brit. FIl.
(1830) i. 317.— Jfumitorp.—Corn-fields and cultivated ground, par-
tial to a turnip soil.—The var. 3 so much resembles F. capreolata as
scarcely to be distinguished excepting by its technical character.—
June-Oct.—The Fumarise, like the Poppies, hasten to occupy newly
turned-up soils. They flourish best in autumm, when they become
among the most ornamental of our late lowers. But heuce to con-
clude that they are alien in origin is surely unsafe. The Corydalis
has a superior ‘“ elegant and exotic appearance,” and its nativeness is
unquestioned.

29. CHEIRANTHUR CHEIRI. TWallflotver.—B. On the ruins of
the castles of Berwick, Edrington, and Hume.—D. Norham castle :
Holy-island priory.—R. Kelso Abbey.

“ Decks the rough castle’s rifted tower.”

I cannot coincide with those who consider this to be a naturalized
plant. Whence was it brought? It occupies similar habitats through-
out Europe. It is a suggestive flower, and marks the era of the de-
cline and fall of the rude feudal times.

30. NASTURTIUM OFFICINALE. later-cress or Ferse.—Com-
mon in ditches and water-courses.—June—Sept.—Gathered in spring
for salad, but eaten rather from a belief in its antiscorbutic virtues
than from its agreeableness or superiority to the salads of the garden.

31. N. syLvesTRE.—Sides of the Tweed from West-Ord upwards
to Birgham haugh, in many places on a gravel soil.—Aug.

32. N. TErRreEsTRE.—Margins of the Tweed from West-Ord to
Norham, sparingly.—B. In the stanks at the Cow-port : Lithtillum
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loch, Dr. R. D. Thomson.—R. Bowmont water above Yetholin, Dr.
F. Douglas.—June—July.—Its former favourite locality in the Tap-
pee below Calf-hill is now occupied by the Railway-station. ¢ Sic
transit.”

33. BARBAREA vuLGARIs. In the bed of all our rivers and burns.
Abundant near the mouth of the Whitcadder.—Summer.—A double
variety is frequent in gardens, usually with yellow, sometimes with
white flowers.

34. CarpamiNe syrLvatica = C. flexuosa, With. Bot. Arrang.
iii. p. 578.—In moist sandy ground and in crevices of mossy rocks
wetted by the spray of dropping springs or watertalls, in all our
shaded deans. N, In Dunsdale it ascends undwarfed to nigh the
sumit of Cheviot.

35. C. mirsuta. Bab. Man. p. 22.—Moist meadows.—April-
June.—I suspect that this is a rare species with us. 1 have seen
specimens gathiered on the rocks near the slate quarry at Aldcambus-
W.-Muins by Mr. J. Hardy, who finds it also at the Black-Craig by
the side of the Pcase-burn; and in Lumsdene dean.

36. C. pratensis. Pinks: Spinks or Bog-gpinks.—Moist
meadows and rough bogs, common enough yet, but much less common
than we remember it to have been, and tile-draining may before long
make it rare.—May—June.— A seccrct frae you, dear bairn! what
secret can come frae you, but some bit waefu’ love story, enough to
make the pinkg an’ the ewe gowan blush to the very lip?”” Brownie
of Bodspeck, ch. 11.

“Or can our flowers, at ten hours bell,
The Gowan or the $pink excell.”—R. FErGUsoN.

Our children, with whom the plant is a favourite, call it also Cuckoo-
flower, because the Cuckoo often drops what thev believe to be its
frathy spittle on the leaves ; and not, as Benjamin Stillingfleet says,
because it blows when the bird begins its call, viz. about the 20th of
Apnl. Select Works, ii. p. 373. Children are not sufliciently ob-
servant to notice these coincidences.—In Roxburghshire Dr. F.
Douglas tells me it is called the fHap-flotoer. It is the Lady-smnock
of our English poets :

“and some to grace the show
Of Lady-smocks most white, do rob each neighbouring mead,

Wherewish their looser locks most curiously they braid.”
DravyTon.

In autumn little bunches of leaves may be seen often to grow from
the upper surface of the old but perfectly fresh leaves, each bunch
throwing ont a radical fibre that creeps along in search of a soil proper
to take root in. These parasitical bunches are young plants, and

6. Nasturtium preecox.—B. In a grass field near Swinton-hill, J. Hardy.
—R. On the Tweed near Kelso, Dr. I. Douglas.
VOL. 1. D
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will detach themselves either when the root-fibre has reached the soft
ground, or when the parent leaf has decayed. Sce Hopklrk’s FI.
Glott. p. 83 ; Fl. Berw. ii. p. 296; Don’s Gard. Dict. i. p. 171 ;
Rep. on Botany (Ray Soc. 1849) p. 280

37. C. AMara. Watery places in denes, on burn-sides, and at
the base of hills, not uncommon.—B. In the Pease and Dunglass
deans, and in Blackburn-rig dean : in Langton woods, and at the foot
of Cockburn-law. In a ditch near the Sow-mire at Swinton, J.
Hardy ; and on the banks of the Tweed at Birgham, Dr. R. D.
Thomson.—R. Banks of the Tweed near Kelso, Dr. F. Douglas.—
N. Ia the ravine above Akeld or Akolde.—June.

38. S1sYMBR1UM OFFICINALE. Wastes and road-sides, common.
t]
—June-August.

39. S. 1r10. On the walls of Berwick-upon-Tweed, John Ray.
It grows in profusion about the Ness-gate, and there only ; and there,
for many years, it has scattered its numerous seeds on the heaps of
manure collected from the streets. ‘T'his manure is carricd away an-
nually and spread over the fields in the Liberties; vet a plant of the
Irio has never been seen in any of these fields. This 1s a curious
fact,—more especially when viewed in connection with another. In
1547 a large quantity of earth was taken from an adjoining field,
where the Irio was never known to grow, and used to make the em-
bankment on which the station of the N. British Railway partly
stands. The Irio grew up on front of the bauk in great protusion
immediately. It rapidly, however, decreased ;—only a few specimens
were noticed in 1819, and in 1851 not an individual remained. Sin-
gularly enough, this plant, which retuses to colonize, is about the most
profuse in sced of its tribe.

40. S. soeu1a. Waste grounds near villages, occasionally. Aug.
~Sept.

41. ErvsimuM  ALLIARIA = Alliaria officinalis.—Shady lanes,
hedge-sides, and in deans, scattered over the district.—May-June.

42, ARABIS THALIANA = Sisymbrium thalianum.—B. In the
deep ravine above Ross. On the ruins of the old bridge across the
Eye at Ayton path ; cliffs at the mouth of Dulaw dean, A. A. Carr.
Quarrv at Aldcambus, J. Hardy. Sea-banks near Redheugh.—D.
Abundant on dikes below the Union-bridge ; and amongst the debris

of Kyloe-crags.—R. Point-walk at Kelso, Dr. F. Dou«rlas April-
May.

1. Brassica oleracea, var. capitata. THhe Cabbage.—Introduced
into the husbandry of Berwickshire by Mr. Fordyce of Ayton about

7. Hesperis matronalis. T once found a single plant in the bed of a
burn which runs into the Whiteadder below Burn-houses.

&. Sinapis nigra = Brassica nigra, Koch Fl. Germ. 55. Black Mus-
tard.  Has been oceasionally found in corn-fields in the neighbourhood of
Berwick, but it is unstable 1n its habitats, and cannot be secn for two vears
in succession in any of them.
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1750, and formerly cultivated in the district, by a few gentlemen-
farmers, for fodder ; but the crop was not found to answer, and its
cultivation has been relinquishcd.  See Bailey and Cully’s View,
p- 108; and Kerr’s Berw. p. 284.—Numerous varieties are reared
in our gardens.

2. Brassica campestris. The 3iutabaga or Stedish Turnip.—
Cultivated to a large extent, and much esteemed as winter and spring
fodder for cattle. Its cultivation was not general until after the
commencement of the present century. Two varieties have more
recently been introduced, viz. the Green-top Swede, and Laing’s Bor-
der-Swede.

3. Brassica rapa, Decand. Syst. 590. The Turnip.—Introduced
into our district just a century ago; and nowhere now is there a
greater breadth of Turnips annually sown, nor anywhere is the mode
of raising them better understood. The principal varieties arc the
Common-Globe, the Green-top Globe, the Aberdeen-Yellow, and the
Imperial Border-yellow.

4. Brassica napus. Iape.—Cultivated for fodder to sheep, but
not generally.  As of other cultivated plants, the native country of
the Rape has not been discovered. Link has well said: * The ori-
ginal native country of many cultivated plants cannot now be deter-
mined by empirical proof, but only by rational investigation. Thus
Rape is no longer met with in its wild state, but when we adduce
proof from all extra-European countries that it is not indigenous to
them, we must conclude that it is of European origin, althongh its
wild state has disappeared through cultivation.” Rep. on Botany
(Ray Soc. 1819), p. 319.

43. Sinaris ArRVENsis. S Hustard.—Corn-fields, too com-
mon. June-July.—The seeds, under the name of F{)irts, are given
as a favourite food to the Linnet. J. Hardy.

44. S. ALBA. White Mustard.—Corn-fields, common. June-
July.

45. 8. TENurroLia = Diplotaxis tenuifolia.—On the walls of
Berwick, John Ray. It grows still on the Brass-mount. June-
Oct.

46. RapraNus RAPHANISTRUM. The Runch.—A noisome weed
in cultivated fields. In Berwickshire the swollen joints of the pods
are called cratps. The seeds and pods are eaten by the cushat. J.
Hardy. Bees are very fond of the flowers of this and of the wild
mustards.

47. DraBa vErNA.  Earth-capped dikes and sandy banks ex-
posed to the sun and often bare of other vegetation. April.—A
favourite little flower, for it was my first essay in botany to determine
its name, and I well remember the difficulty of the task*. Thence

* “On the old bridge at Eshiug we were delighted to see a whole colony
of that lovely little flower, Draba verna. Although it was the first time 1
had seen this beautiful forerunner of spring, it seemed, from the quantity

D2
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also the date of my love of the writings of Linnseus. My native
guides described the plant with cold and accurate precision,—it grew
on walls and dry banks,—and it flowered in March and April; but
I was dissatisficd, for I had not before even seen the flower that now
so much interested me, and I looked on it as the harbinger of other
pleasures.  So I went to Linneeus, and he told me that I was right
to complain, and he spoke to my feelings. He said—* Campos ste-
rilissimos szepe integros albis stellatisque suis floribus obvestit et ex-
hilarat prima in aprico florens.” —¢ Dum floret, Secale vernum serunt
Smolandi.” —* Noctu et ad imbres evitandos coma nutat.”—And I
walked forth in the evening happy to verify an observation, the ac-
curacy of which is not vitiated surely by the poctry of the language
in which it is recorded.

48. Leriptum vatiroLtivm.—D. Sandstone quarry above the
old ford at Norham, Miss Donglas. I gathered it there in July
1850, and again in 1852, It is a curious habitat for a plant said to
grow in ‘“ saltish marshes.”

49. L. camrestre.—B. Banks of Dunglass-dene, Rev. A. Baird.
Lumsdene dean, J. Hardy.—N. Lime quarries at Lowick, Dr. F.
Douglas.

50. L. Smrrun, Hook. and Am. 37. Phytologist for 1848,
p- 210. L. hirtum, Sm.—*Road-side near Whitekirk, Berwickshire,”
Dr. McNab. Plentiful in the bed of the Leader near Lauder.
July-Aug.

51. Teesparia NupicauLis.—The members of the Club have
gathered this plant in abundance in the vale of Langley-ford; in
the bed of the College; and on debris near the summit of Yever-
ing-Bell.—R. In the bed of the Bowmont for miles above and below
Yetholin.—No station for it has been yet detected in Berwickshire
orin N. Durham. June-July.

52. THLAsPI ARVENSE. Penny-Cress.—One or more specimens
may be annually picked up in corn-fields in the vicinity of Berwick ;
but you meet with them accidentally. It scems more frequent in
the west of the district. A considerable number of specimens were
procured by the Club in the neighbourhood of Greenlaw in the sum-
mer of 1843, The Rev. A. Baird had previously noticed it sparingly
in the dry channel of the Bowmont; but in the sumer of 1850 1t
appeared unexpectedly, and, much to his surprise, in vast numbers,
in a ficld near to the manse of Yetholm which had long lain undis-
turbed. In 1852 the weed remains in undiminished numbers. I

in flower, to have been blooming for two or three weeks. I brought home
several plants of it; one is now before me, growing and flourishing with
plenty of earth on a sixpence : it has nineteen leaves, and five full-blown
flowers, vet no part of it extends to the circumference of the sixpence. Is
not this the smallest flowering plant known? It has long been a favourite
of nine, and year after year the first plant 1 find of it is brought home,
and commonly killed with kindness.”  Letters of Rusticus of Godalining,
p. 116.
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believe the plant to be one of those original attendants on the cereals
which have been nearly eradicated by the cleanliness of modern agri-
culture.

53. T. Bursa-pasTORIS = Capsella bursa-pastoris. &hepherd’s
purge : Havies’-purses.-—A common weed in waste grounds and on
road-sides, flowering during the entire summer. Subject to great
varicty, but the variations may be reduced to two, viz. (1) radical
leaves forming a rosette on the ground and more or less deeply pin-
natifid : (2) leaves all cauline and entire. The latter is found priu-
cipally in gardens.—Cage birds are fond of the seed, and the weed
is often gathered for their use.—¢ Children have a sort of game
with the seed-pouch.  They hold it out to their companions, inviting
them ‘to take a haud o’ that.” It immediately cracks, and then
follows a triumphant shout—¢ You ’ve broken your mother’s back.”

J. Hardy.

54. COCHLEARIA OFFICINALIS. curbp-qrass.—Sea-banks of
Berwickshire, very abundantly.—D. Hudshead, Holy-Island.—N.
Near the summit of Cheviot in the Henhole and Brizzle.—R. On
Melrose Abbey. April-May.

55. C. panica.—B. Sea-banks between Dulaw and Redheugh,
J. Hardy.—D. On the Pinnacles, one of the Farne islands, Dr. Jas.
Thompson.—I have been often puzzled with specimens whether to
refer them to this or the preceding species.  In the ¢ British Flora’
they are made varieties merely of one species. See also Withering’s
Bot. Arrang. iii. p. 572.

56. SeNEBIERA COrRONOPUS.—Waste grounds.—B. Abont Ber-
wick and Coldingham.—D. About Spittal and Holy-Island.—R. At
Haddon village abundant, Dr. F. Douglas. June-Ang.

57. CakiLe mariTiMA.  Sca Rocket.—I). Sea-shore from Spit-

talouthwards ; and on the shores of Loly-Island, plentiful.—B. On
the shore at Coldinghain bay, and below the Pease-dean. June-
Sept.—A cosmopolite. Habitat in Europee, Asie, Africe, Ame-
ricee maritimis.”” Willdenow.

58. CRAMBE MARITIMA. ra-Atale.—B. On the shore by Fast-
Castle in Berwickshire, Dr. Parsons. It formerly grew so plenti-
fully on the shore in that neighbourhood, that the tarmer of Lums-
dean, Mr. Anderson, used to transplant it into his garden for culinary
purposes. In 1830, I observed a few plants of it growing on Lums-
dean shore.” A. A. Carr, Hist. Coldingham, p. 188.

9. Camelina sativa. Rarcly a stray specimen may be gathered in our
district amongst corn, but it has no fixed station.

10. Cochlearia armoracia = Armoracia rusticana. ITorse-Radish. Cul-
tivated in gardens, and hence occasionally escaping to a picce of waste
ground that may be lying hard by.

11. Tberis amara. Candy-tuft. I have gathered it in the bed of Ale
water ; and it has been found by Miss Bell at Coldstream and near Laynal
church, having sprung from seed carried from the gurden.
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59. ResEpa LuTeoLA.  Vrllow:-toeed : Pellow-ARocket.—Waste
grounds, gravelly pastures, and in the beds of our burns, common.
Abundant on the banks of the Whiteadder ; and often very luxuriant
on the scaurs of our deans. About Coldingham Priory plentiful,
where a tradition still lingers that the herb was used by the nuns in
dyeing the woollen stuffs they had spun.  Summer.

60. Cistus HELIANTHEMUM = lelianthemum vulgare. The
Yellow Cistus.—A common plant in our district, adorning, with its
bright and gay blossoms, gravelly and rocky banks in deans, many
parts of our sea-banks, and covering dry elevated ridges and crags.
It is very sensitive to atmospherical changes. June-Aug.

61. Viora pavustris. In turfy meadows and boggy ground,
especially in alder copses, common.  June-July.

2. V. odvrata. The Tiolet.—B. Banks of the Eye and Ale,
abundant near their confluence, A. A. Carr.  Under sycamores above
the Blue-stane ford, G. Henderson.—It is not indigenous with us,
but 1 have seen it naturalized in several places in woods, and under
hedges. Spring.

62. V. mirTa. Not uncommon in our district.—B. It is plentiful
on the banks above New-mills, or, as it was spelled in 1683, New-
milne, and on the banks of the Whiteadder below Chirnside. It
oceurs in equal plentifulness in the ravine at Ross, and on the banks
to the north of Burnmouth ; and on those of Ale-water. It is found
on the banks of the Tweed at Milne-Graden, and indeed wherever
the banks are covered with brushwood and old herbage.—D. Wooded
banks below Norham Castle.— April-May.

63. V. caxina = V. sylvatica, Bab. Man. p. 35. TEily Ziolet:
The little Blue-bell.—Common everywhere from the sea-side bank
to the open muirs. 1t may, perhaps, be partial to hedge-bottoms
and to deans with a northern exposure, but it does not shun the
sunniest brae nor even spots bare of all herbage. A great favourite
with children ; and should any become, at a later period, a botanist,
he will be interested with the discussion as to its right and proper
name in science. See the Botanical Gazette, vol. i.; and the Phy-
tologist for 1549,

64. V. vurea.  This violet i8 found on the entire range of the
Cheviots and of the Lammermuirs wherever the sward is free of rank
herbage or heather ; and hence it is found especially on the green tops
of the hills that are occupied with the remains of the camps of the
ancient British people. It grows on the stcep banks above Fast-
Castle, and on those of Coldingham longh. It occupies the British
camp at Ernesheugh; and survives those that were on Ewieside,
Buncle-edge, and Preston-cleugh. It grows in the trenches of an old

12. Reseda lutea.  In 1830 T found two patches on Spittal links, where
the plaut has not been again observed. Dr. R. Dunlop found specimens
either of it or of R. fruticulosa, on the ballast behind the Pier in 1332, but
there also it passed away quickly.
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encampment at Warlawbank above Auchincraw or Aldencrawe (al-
ways pronounced Eddincraw) ; and amid the traces of the Covenant-
ers’ encampment on Dunse-law. It is on the Eildon-hills; on Ster-
rock above Kirk-Yetholm ; and on every cairn-crowned summit amidst
the Cheviots. It might aptly emblazon the armorials of the British
antiquary.

65. V. TricoLor. T Meart’s-ease or Pangp.— Common in
cultivated ground on a light or gravelly soil.—May-Sept., and, in
sheltered places, it will continue to flower throughout the winter.
Mr. Macgillivray considers it and the preceding to be one species.
Wern. Mem. vi. p. 532.—The lateral and inferior petals are always
marked with dark streaks, and the throat of the latter is always saf-
fron-yellow, but otherwise the flower is subject to vary :—a. vulyaris:
the corollu larger than the calyx, with the upper petals auricula-pur-
ple, and the three lower ones of a pale or azure-blue, or very pale
yellow.—;3, saxatilis : corolla larger than the calyx, all the petals
pule yellow, the inferior often darker.—vy. arvensis: corolla very
small, not longer than the calvx. This has often been considered a
distinct species. See Ann. Nat. Hist. ix. p. 72.

66. Drosera ROTUNDIFOLIA. With., Bot. Arrang. ii. 324;
Lindley’s Ladies’ Botany, ii. 82.—Sundew. In sphagmous bogs, gene-
rally distributed over the district, but more frequent in the west.
July.

67. D. ancrLicA.—B. In 1828, Mr. Carr ““met with a few spe-
cimens of this somewhat rare plant, growing with D. rotundifolia,
between Renton-Bell and the old post-road lcading to Edinburgh,
where he has since repeatedly sought for it in vain. ? Hist. Colding-
ham. p. 184,

ParnassiA paLusTrIs. TWhite Butttr—tup —This verypretty
ﬂo“er—-“omnes elegantiit suil facile superans ”—is common on our
moors, blossoming freely in autuinn, the pride of moist grounds and
turfy bogs. It descends to the sea-coast ; and is to be found on the
hiuks of Holy-Island. ¢ Mr. William Broad observed it to grow
plentifully in"the Castle fields of Berwicke-vpon-Tweed,” Johnson in
Gerarde ; but from this habitat it was eradicated by draining in 1843.
William Broad was a member of the Socicty of Apothecaries of Lon-
don, and one of a company of botanists who twice a year, or oftener,
made excursions from Lonc{on into the country in search of rare plants.
Of these excursions Thomas Jolinson has given a pleasant history, at
least of those made in 1629, 1632, 1634, &c.; and lovers of the
Flora of Britain are indebted to Mr. Ralph for his elegant republica-
tion of Johnson’s Tracts. Broad scems to have been one of the most
zealous of the band. What brought him to Berwick I have not been
able to discover.

It is curious to observe the manner in which the stamens kiss the
istil. < First, one of the stamens places itself across the stigma,
ets its pollen go, then rises up and resumes its former position. In

the mean time the second is already following in the same manner,
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and as soon as the first rises from the stigina, the other covers it;
the third succeeds like the two first, but as soon as it has risen, the
two last come both at once.” Willdenow.

69. Porycara vurcaris. {Rilk-Awort.—Lindley’s Ladies’ Bo-
tany, ii. 30.—Common on our heaths and old grassy baunks in deans,
with blue, white, and pink blossoms. Very pretty. June-Aug.—
Willdenow’s remark—“ apud nos nuuquam fere erecta, sed procum-
bens,” is strictly applicable to the plant as found with us.

70. DiantHus peLtoines. LY Pink.—B. Common in the
west of our district, as about Nenthorne, Stitchell, and Smailliolme.
Of rarer occurrence in the eastern parts of Berwickshire, but grows
plentifully at St. Helen’s Chapel*, and is to be found about Grant’s-
House and in some parts of 1loundwood plantations. Mr. Hardy
gathers it on the sea-banks at the foot of Dunglass dean; and 1t
occurs in Lumsdene dean, and on the banks of the Ale near Linthill.
—N. On Chapel-hill at Beltord ; aud frequent in the vicinity of
Wooler.—R. Plentitul about Yetholm. All the habitats appear to
be in the greywacke or porphyritic portion of our district.—On
Blinkbonnie hill, Nenthorne, plants are occasionally found with pure
white flowers. Dr. F. Douglas. Summer.

71. SiLeNE INFLATA.  White Cockle.—In corn-fields of a light
soil, wastes and road-sides, common. A hirsute variety occasionally
occurs, which, Sir W. J. Hooker says, maintains its character under
cultivation. The plant is known to some of our country people by
the name of Cotw-paps, evidently derived from the shape and size of
the turgid seed-capsules.  Swmnmer.

72. 8. mariTiMa = S. ameena, Light. Fl. Scot. 227, —TWitches's
Thimbleg, the name derived from the notable calyx. Common on
our sea-coast, and highly ornamental, flowering from June to Sep-
tember.  “On the sea beach in stony places frequent, as at Fast
Castle, on the coast of Berwickshire,” Lightfoot. Dunsdale near the

* For a description and views of this intcresting place see Carr’s Cold-
inghaw, p. Y8-103.-—Mr. Alexander Allan Carr was the fourth son of Robert
Carr, driggist, and a burgess of Berwick-upon-Tweed. lle was born 19th
May, IS1L. Edueated in the grammar-school of his native town, he sub-
sequently studied medicine in Edinburgh ; and. in 1532, he began the prac-
tice of lns profession in Avton.  Here he occupied the leisure which is the
portion of the young practitioner, in the study of botany and of the antiqui-
ties of his neighbourhood ; and some of the results were embodied in con-
trihutions to the Border Magazine and Border Tales, edited by Mr. John
Mackay Wilson.  Buat his materials heeame at length sutlicient to enable
Mr. Carr to undertake “ a History of Coldingham Priory,” which was pub-
lished in 1836, The volume was unfortunately ““ got up ™ in an unattract-
ive form, but otherwise the book is a good bn()%(. and creditable to the
author’s talents and industry. It drew notice on him, and he accepted an
appointizent as assistant-surgeon i the Navy, loth Apnl 1837, He con-
tiued in the service nutil syinptoms of Phthisis pulmonalis appeared ; and
he died, under his paternal roof, Dee. 20th, 1839,
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summit of Cheviot, Dr. F. Douglas.—The young capsule and seeds
are dark violet, whereas the seeds of 8. inflata are white.—Sheep are
remarkably tond of this plant. A few, on being introduced into one
of the Farne islands, where the Silene grew in large patches, greedily

dug up the roots for fuod, and soon nearly eradicated the plant.
P. J. Selby.

3. 8. noctifiora.—D. T have seen it in ficlds at West-Ord ; and
it is a comwmon-enough weed in corn-fields between Red-Houses and
Thornton E. Mains. In Holy-Island in fields about the Farm-house.
July-Aug.—The outer edge of the petals is crenulate, and the infe-
rior surface yellowish. The seeds are pretty objects under a mag-
nifier.

73. Lycunrs rros-cucurt.  Bagaed-Robin.—Frequent in bogs.
June-July.—A white variety is occasionally seen, but it is rare with us.

74. L. vespErTINA.  Waste grounds and dry cultivated fields,
common, expanding the corolla in the evening and in dull moist

weather. A variety is sometimes seen having rose-coloured flowers.
July-Oct.

75. L. ptur~xa. Common. In most of our deans and woods,
and not unfrequently at hedge-bottoms, It is remarkably abundant
on the sea-banks between the Coves and Marshall-meadows ; and
again on the banks near Lamberton-shields, and is a great ornament
to them in May and June. The fertile plants are, in general, much
more robust and clumsy than the barren ones ; and the petals of the
former have a large tooth at the sides which those of the latter com-
monly want, their margins being entire. The ditference between the
plants is so considerable that they can readily be distinguished at a
distance. Sometimes a considerable patch of barren plants is met
with having very few or no fertile individuals intermixed. The
flowers are usually red, sometimes pale rose, and more rarely white ;
but even this variety was easily distinguishable from L. vespertina.
See Willd. Sp. Plant. ii. p. 810 ; Babington in Ann. and Mag. Nat.
Hist. vi. p. 57.—Smith makes L. diurna and vespertina one species,
= his L. dioica. When doubled by the art of the gardener, the Red
Lychnis makes a good flower for the border in June.

76. AGROSTEMMA GITHAGO = Lychnis githago = Githago sege-
tum, Don Gard. Dict. i. p. 417.—Corn-Cockle : Popple or Patvple.
—Corn-fields, a showy but noxious weed ; and hence 1ts name is otten
used figuratively in composition. “ Some have made virginity the
corn, and marriage the cockle.” Fuller, Ch. Hist. i. p. 294.

“ Good seed degencrates, and oft obeys
The soil’s disease, and into Cockle strays.” Dox~~E.

Donne, in this couplet, asserts a metamorphosis, the reality of which

13. Saponaria officinalis. Has been found near (D.} Twizel-bridge
on the sides of the Till; and at two separate places in a hedge by the post-
road near Millfield, hut 1t has undoubtedly been introduced.
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our early herbalists never doubted*. Wheat, they believed, sown in
sour land became rye in the second yvear, and two years after went
into darnel. Barley under a similar treatment passed into oats ; and
cereals in general might become the very weeds that choked the hus-
bandman’s expectations. Of the Blewbottle or 3leublaiws, Turner
says—*it groweth muche among Rye: wherefore I thyuke, that
good ry, in an euell and unseasonable vere doth go out of kynde in
to thys wede.”—In relation to this subject the curious reader may
consult Dr. Weissenborn's account of the transformation of Oats into
Rye in Charlesworth’s Magazine of Natural History, i. p. 574 ii.
p-670: Vestiges of Creation, p. 225 ; and the S(‘qucl p- 111: Notes
and Queries, vi. p. 7.—Cockle, says Richardson, is from the “A.S.
coccel, which Skinner thinks is from Ceocan, to choke, because it
chokes the corn.” This is to mistake the character of this weed :
it does not choke the corn, but its injuriousness arises from the seeds
being mingled and ground with the grain and communicating an un-
wholesome quality to the flour. The name undoubtedly has the same
root as Cockeno (p.30). Indeed Bailey makes Cockle the synonym
of the Corn-Rose; and Johnson defines it to be * a species of Poppy.”
—The seeds are reckoned a remedy for toothache.

77. SAGINA PrROCUMBENS. At the bottom of shaded walls, and
on heaths and grassy poor pastures, very common. Summer.—The
flowers arc cernuous before their blow, and after it the capsules be-
come also nutant. The parts of fructification are occasionally in
fives.

78. S. mariTIMA = 8. stricta, Koch Fl. Germ. 109.—D. Very
abundant on Yareforde or Yarrow-haugh. Links south of Fenham.
On rocks in Holy-Island between the Heugh and the Castle. The
Farne islands.

79. S. apETALA.—DB. On the parapet of the Walls at Fisher's
Fort. Banks of the Ale near Lint-hill farm-house, A. A. Carr.
Foot of Dunglass dean, J. Hardy. D. Iloly Island Castle, Dr. F.
Douglas.—The ripe capsules are generally ercct, but sometimes
nutant.

* “But in Plants, wherein there is no distinction of sex, these trans-
Bluntations are conceived more obvious than any; as that of Barley into

ats, of Wheat into Darnel : and those grains which generally arise among
Corn, as Cockle, Aracus, Egilops, and other degenerations, which come up
in unexpected shapes, when they want the support and maintenance of the
Erlmar\ and master-forms. Aund the same do some atlirm concerning other

lants n less analogy of figures; as the mutation of Mint into Cresses,
Basil into Serpoil, and Turneps into Radishes.  In all which, as Severinus
conceiveth, there may be equivocal seeds and Hermaphroditical principles,
which contain the radieality and power of different forms; thus in the seed
of Wheat there lieth obscurely the seminality of Darnel, although n a se-
condary or inferiour way. and at some distauce of production ; which never-
theless if it meet with convenient promotion, or a contflux and conspiration
of causes more powerful than the other. it then beginneth to edifie in chief,
and contemning the superintendent form, produceth the signatures of its
zelf.” Sir Thomas Brown. Vulg. and Com. Errors, Bk. iii. p. 117.
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80. SPERGULA SUBULATA = Sagina subulata.—B. Quarry at
Catch-a-penny ; banks of the Ale near Millbank, A. A. Carr. Cold-
ingham moor; and at old road-sides on Penmanshiel moor.—N.
Crags at Easington below Belford, and at Spindlestone. Summer.

81. S. Noposa = Sagina nodosa.—Common in turfy and bogey
ground with a gravel or sandy bottom. Summer. Delicate and
pretty.

§2. 8. arvensis. Patr and Bothers.—Very common in culti-
vated fields and a weed in turnip soils. The herbage has sometimes
a sickening smell; and the little flower willingly obeys every whim
of the atmosphere.

83. STELLARIA NEMORUM. Occurs in beds in many spots on
the sides of the Tweed from Norbam to the Leader, i. e. near Lennel
or Laynal ; in the island at the Lees ; near Wark ; the Trows’-crags ;
the Holmes, and at Auld-Melrose. It is found also in deans in the
west of our district, as e. g. in Redpath dean ; but is either not met
with in the eastern deans, or is very rare there.

84. 8. mep1a. Chickvery: Ehickenwery or Cickentvort.—
Waste and cultivated grounds, very common and very variable.—
Flowers throughout the year, and alive to every atmospheric change.
—This weed is a popular remedy, applied fresh, to allay the swelling
caused by the sting of a bee. Where it abounds, it is said to be
prejudicial to stock from its purgative property. In some springs as
many as sixteen sheep have died, in a flock penned npon turnips
among which chickweed grew luxuriantly, and to it aloue the shep-
herd attributed the fatality. If birds devour too many of the leaves
or seeds, this quality of the plant manifests itself. In spring the
seeds are a favourite food of the Linnet in a wild state. J. Hardy.

85. S. moLosTEA. Woods, deans and hedge-banks, common, and
highly ornamental. May. I am told that in Northumberland this
beautiful flower is called Drav-man’s-bones. It is found amongst
the Cheviots at a considerable height. '

86. 8. gLavca.—B. Lurgie loch, R. Hislop. Gordon moss,
plentiful.—R. Bowmont water, Dr. F. Douglas.—N. Sides of the
pond at Spindlestone ; and Newham lough. June.

87. 8. craMiNEs. Heathy soils in bushy places, common. Fre-
quently grows up prettily amidst a bush of the whin. Summer.

88. 8. vriciNosa. Ditches and bogs, frequent.  June.

89. ARENARIA SERPYLLIFOLIA. On walls and sandy ground,
common. Summer.

90. A. TrINERV1S = Mochringia trinervis.—Damp shady places.
Scattered over the district, but not abundant in any locality. June.

91. A. perLOIDES = Alsine peploides = Honckenya peploides.
—Abundant on our sandy sea-coast, growing in thickly-set patches.
Summer.

92. A. rRuBRA = Alsine rubra.—Sandy fields, not uncommon.
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It is frequent on roads amid the Lammermuirs. On the road from
Grant’s-house to Penmanshiel.  July-Aug.

93. A. MARINA = Alsine marina.—Sides of the Tweed from the
bridge upwards to Newwaterhaugh. Coast of N. Durham in many
places. Holy-Island.—Our plant is the variety obesior of Koch, Fl.
Germ. 111.

94. A. vVERNA = Alsine verna.—B. On the coast of Berwick-
shire it is found on banks to the north of Eyemouth Fort, and above
Earnsheugh : in Dulaw dene, and on banks between it and Redheugh ;
but its principal and most interesting station is St. Abbs’-head,—so
called from Ebba, the daughter of Edelfred, King of Northumberland.
“Ebba the onclie daughter of Edelfred being taken amongest other
pneonera and escaping from hir taker, miraculouslie got a bote in
the river of Hlumber, and with the same taking the sea alone, without
all humane helpe (as hath beene reported) she sailed foorth, and at
length safelie arrived at the point of land which stretched foorth into
the sea, in the mouth of the Forth, called even unto this day after
hir name, saint Ebbes head, where being received by the bishop of
that diocesse, she was professed a pun, and after continuing in great
perfectnesse of observing that profession, she was instituted abbesse
of hir house, shewmg still in trade of life an orderlie examplo for hir
flocke to follow.” Holinshead. Hist. Scot. p. 111, 1385*.—N.
Spindlestone crags, R. Embleton. Summier.

95. MencuiA ErecTA.—N. On Spindlestone hills, G. Tate.

96. Cerastivm vuLGcatum = C. glomeratum.—Ficlds and road-
sides. In the neighbourhood of Berwick this species is of rare oc-
currence, but it is common in other parts of the district, preferring
a light sandy and rather moist soil. 1 have scen it frequently on the
half-formed and devious paths which lead from the shiclings amidst
the Cheviots. It likes also the bare gravel tracts left by runlets after
heavy rains. Summer.

97. C. viscosum = C. triviale.—Road-sides, wastes and fields,

* Fuller’s history of this lady is as follows :—* Saint Ebba was born in
Northumberland, being daughter to Edilfrid the king thereof.  When her
father was taken prisoner, she got hold of a boat mn the Humber ; and,
ga.wmg along the raging ocean, she safely landed at a place in Merch in

Scotland, which is ealled the prowontory of Suint Ebb unto this day.—Be-
coming pnoruss of Coldingham in that country, to preserve her own and
fellow-nuns’ chastity from the pagan Danes, she cut off her own nose, and
persuaded the rest to do the like ; that their beauty might be no bait, winlst
their deformity did secure their virginity.  Sure I am, that since, more have
lost their noses in prosecution of their wantonness, than in preservation of
their chastity.  As for the Danes, being offended that these nuns would
not be the objects of their lusts, they made them the subjects of their fury,
burning them and their monastery together.”—=She tlourished about the
vear 630. Worth. l'mghnd it. p. 545.—There is a good deseription of St.
‘Abb’s-Head in Chambers’ Picture of Scotland, p. 22: but that which will
most please the naturalist is m the preface to the Florn of Berwick, p. xiv-
xvii. It was written h\ the late Rev. A. Baird of Cockburnspath.
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very common. May—Sept.—I have gathered specimens in this neigh-

bourhood, and at a very slight elevation, which appear to be referable
to the variety alpinum of Koch, Fl. Germ. p. 122. It is remarkable
for its large broadly oval leaves, and its larger flowers.—* Having an
opportunity of examining the stomach of the Stockdove about July
20th, I found it completely crammed with the seed-capsules of C.
viscosum.” J. Hardy.

98. C.seMiDECANDRUM. On earth-captdikes and waste grounds.
March-April.

99. C. teTrranpruM. Plate I. = C. tetrandrum, Fl. Berw. i.
101.  Hooker Br. Flora, 4th edit. 188. Koch Fl. Germ. 122.
Edmonston’s Fl. Shetland, 29. = C. atrovirens, Babington in Mag.
Zool. and Bot. ii. 317; Prim. FL. Sarn. 17.—On walls and waste
places, common. It evidently prefers to grow within the influence
of the sea’s atmosphere ; and hence it is plentiful along the entire
coast of our district, being found on the sandy links as well as in the
clefts and fissures of our hardest rocks. The neatest specimens are
to be gathered from the large detached aud chinky pieces of rock
that lie isolated within reach of the tide. In the interior the plant
is less common, but I have gathered it at Greenlaw and in the village
of Gordon. When it grows in the shade, and without a free exposure
to the air, it assumes the form of the C. pedunculatum of Babington.

100. C. arvENnse.—D. Spittal and Scremerston links. Profusely
on the bank above the road at Norham Castle ; and on the islands
in the Tweed above Horneliff and above Norham : Wark Castle.—
B. Banks at the Old-Castle; and at Newwaterhaugh.—Of not un-
common occurrence in the district on dry banks, borders of ficlds, and
road-sides. The only ornamental species of its genus, flowering from
May to August. The petals are very often guawed and nibbled away
by ants.

5. Linum usitatissimum. Don’s Gard. Dict. i. 453.—Jflar or
$.int.—Occasionally specimens may be found growing wild in corn-
ficlds, introduced with seed-corn. In Turner's time, 1551, Flax was
grown ‘ very plentuously in the north parte of England*;”’ and until
within the present century, it was cultivated in the district ““in small
patches for the use of the family of the farmer, and for the wives of
the hinds or married ploughmen and herds, as part of their gains, or
wages in kind.”’ Even this partial cultivation had ceased until within
this year or two, when some efforts have becn made to revive the
practice, with more extensive views.

101. L. catuarticum. Ffairp-Lint or Jfaivp-gFlar.—Dry pas-
tures and moors, common. June—July. From the abundant harvests
of this elegant weed on our upland pastures, prepared and manufac-
tured by supernatnral skill, the ¢ Good People’ were wont, in the

* Lintlaw, and Linthill in Berwickshire, and Linthaugh in the parish of
Ford, probably derived their name from the cultivation of Liut upon them.
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olden time, to procure their requisite supplies of linen !—* Coma
ante florescentiam nutat.”

102. RapioLa MILLEGRANA. Damp sandy places, rare. D.
Ancroft moor.—B. On the farm of Dulaw, A. A. Carr. Birgham
muir; and on Caverton Back-edge. Summer.

103. MarLva moscHATA. This fine plant is met with scattered
over the district, growing on waste grounds by the sides of our rivers
and burns, as e. g. by the Tweed and Whiteadder throughout their
courses. It is abundant in the Hirsell wood on the banks of the
Leet; on the Eden near Newton-Don; and in Langton woods.—B.
Wlth perfectly white flowers, at the foot of Broc kholes -decan burn ;
and in the lane between Auchincraw and the ruins of Billy-Castle,
G. Hendersou.  Aug.

104. M. syrvestris. {Hatwg: {Ralloivs.—Waste places and
road-sides near villages, frequent, but capricious in its distribution.
It has been planted in many of its present localities. The variety
alba-flora, Don Gard. Dict. 1. 402, besides the white flowers, is di-
stinguished by a peculiar shade in the green of the leaves, and by a
general delicacy of habit. 1 have seen it only near the village of B.
Preston, where the three Malvee grow together.—June-Aug. The
leaves boiled make a favourite poultice in rural medicine ; and a de-
coction of the herb still retains a place in our Pharmacopweias. The
flowers are showy and not vulgar. Our children pull off the capsules,
and, under the name of Cheeses, use them somctimes as ornaments
in their play-houses ; and sometimes they string them into bracclets ;
and sometimes they eat them. In connection with this custom there
is a beautiful passage in Dr. Lindley’s Ladies’ Botany, i. p. 86.

105. M. roTunDIFOLIA. Waste ground near villages and onsteads,
more especially near the coast, not uncommon. June-Sept.

6. Tilia europza. The Lime-Tree. Don Gard. Dict. i. 552.—
In avenues and plantations.  July.

7. T. grandifolia. The Lime-Lree.—Intermingled with the pre-
ceding, and only distinguished as a species by the botanist, who, in
this instance, is probably less correct than the planter.—According
to the Rev. Dr. Walker, the Lime-tree ¢ does not appear to have
been planted in Scotland before the reign of Charles the ii.”

106. HyrErICUM QUADRANGULUM. Deans, moist mecadows,
banks of ditches and rivulets, frequent.  July.

107. H. pusium. Copses, not uncommon. Mr. Babington
showed me the variety 3. maculatum growing on the banks of the
Tweed above the Chain-Bridge.  July.

108. H. pErForAaTUM. Don Gard. Dict.i. 608.—Saint-John’gs
foort.—Copses, rough places on river-banks, and hedge-banks, fre-
quent. July-Aug.

109. H. suvmirusum. Gravelly pastures and heathy places, not
rare. It grows abundantly in the fields at St. Abb’s-head. July.
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110. H. gsirsutuM. Deans and the banks of rivers amidst coarse
herbage, not uncommon in our district. Abundant on the Tweed
from the Union-bridge to Tillmouth. July.

111. H. poLcaruM. Dry heaths, deans and copses, common.
1t is abundant on Eildon-hill, where, in the shelter of the whin-bushes,
it ascends to within 300 feet of the summit. The pretticst species
of a fine genus; and amongst the most beautiful of native plants.
July.

4. II. calycinum. @Aaron’s-Beard.—D. “ Grows luxuriantly on
the southern bank of the Tweed near Castleton-mill, where a Border
Tower is said to have stood in old times, and exactly opposite to
Lennel-House. It was planted there by the late Mr. Brydone, about
60 years ago, soon after he came to reside at Lennel ; and I can re-
member him saying, on secing how rapidly it was spreading, that he
was sure it would puzzle botanists in after-times, and be taken for a
native plant.””  Miss Elizabeth Bell, May 1845.—Mr. Brydone was
the author of the well-known “Tour through Sicily and Malta in
1770.” He spent the latter vears of his life at Lenuel, and lies buried
within the ruins of its ancient church, where a slab, on the inside of
the south wall, bears this inscription : * Patrick Brydone, Esq. F.R.8.
nat. 1736. ob. 1818.”

8. Acer campestre. The fHaple.—In hedges and plantations.

5. Acer pseudo-platanus. The Planetree: Spcamore.— May-
June. Hedges and plantations. The Plane is undoubtedly the first of
alicn trees which was introduced into our district. It often stands
alone, or in a group of two or three, to mark where the Ha’ of the old
country gentleman has stood ; and we frequently meet with the tree
apart in fields, or unawares in remote localities amidst the Lammer-
muirs and Cheviots, where it is the surviving witness of the former
existence of a hamlet there. Straggling lines of the Plane indicate
also not unoften the greater extent of our villages in former than in
the present times. 1 may mention as examples Fouldene, Aldcambus,
and Upsetlington. Hence to the botanical rambler the Plane has
a more melancholy character than the Yew. It throws him back
on past days when he who planted the tree was the owner of the land
and of the hall, and whose name and race are forgotten even by tra-
dition. Alas! for that forgetfulness which waits upon humanity,—
especially on that which had only the virtues of a retired life, and
secret benevolence, to preserve it ! —There is reasonable pride in the
ancestry when “a grove of old gentlemanly Sycamores still shadows
the hall.” Surtees *,

* “Young wood may excite hope; but that is to the possessor only.
The spectator may be pleased at the prospeet of improvement or the sight
of industry ; but he contemplates, whether truly or not, the upstart woods,
as he does the upstart villa and the mushroom proprietor.  But ancient
trees imply gentility, for they are ancient wealth; and that. according to
Cicero’s definition, is gentility. They remind us of all the splendour, the
comfort, the protection, and the kindness, which surrounded the baronial
residence or tge mansion of the ancient gentleman ; they are the marks of
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Dr. Walker, among the remarkable trees in Scotland, particularizes
a Plane at Nisbet in Berwickshire, “ on the south side of the walk in
the shrubbery, leading to the garden,” which, on the 15th of Sep-
tember, 1795, was about 60 feet high, and measured 8 feet 6 inches
in circumference. Another at the same place, ““ which stands on the
lawn, behind the house,” was between 60 and 70 feet high, and mea-
sured 12 feet 3 inches. The former tree is now between 65 and 70
feet high and 10 feet 6 inches in circumference ; and the latter is
about 80 feet in height, and its cirecumference, ten feet from the
ground, is 13 feet 4 inches.—An old Plane-tree at Ninewells ¢ mea-
sures, by the girth, 17 feet of solid wood, below the bonghs; which,
althougﬁ generally strong and spreading, have at their top a fading,
which marks their suffering by the endurance of the blasts of many
winters, which cannot be reckoned fewer than 150 in revolution:
for the oldest people of the last generation, when asked about its
appearance, in their memory, said, that thev never remembered it but
in full growth, and with some marks of its being at the age of de-
clining.””  Dr. Anderson in Stat. Account of Scotland, xiv. p. 46,
an. 1795. .

In spring children rob the tree of its leaf-buds, ealling those which
are partially expanded  cocks,”” and those which are less so ““hens.”
When the ““cocks’’ are dissected, the skilful manner in which the
large leaves are folded up within such small compass, is very much
admired by the infant philosophers. Schoolboys make whistles with
the branches, for which they are excellently suited, as the bark, in
spring, separates readily from the wood. When in flower the tree
i8 alive with the hum and buzz of bees and flies.

“The Plane’s thick head mid burning day suspends
Impenetrable shade; bees humming pour
O’er the broad balmy leaves, and suck the flower.”—J. WiLson.

9. Zsculus hippocastaneum. The dorse-Clhestirut.—Don Gard.
Dict. i. 652.—Introduced into Europe, from the north of Asia, in
1550 ; and into North Britain about 200 years ago. Walker’s Essays,
p. 43. June.

112. GErRANIUM sANGUINEUM. Confined to the sca-shore.—D.
Sea-banks at Hudshead ; and on the links from Scremerston south-
wards, abundant, and very ornamental.—B. Banks at Burnmouth.
—June-Sept.—Its beauty gains it an introduction to the garden ;
and it is well fitted to decorate rock-work.

113. G. syLvaticum. The Wing’s-Wood: Mountain-JFflotver.
—Occurs principally in the greywacke and syenitic districts; and
hence is found abundantly in the deans amidst the Lammermuir and
Cheviot hills. It is not confined, however, by geological formations

a country that has long enjoyed peace and wealth ; and they are the records,
as they are the proofs, of an antiquity that had looked forward to be per-
petuated in a long posterity, and that was solicitons about the prescrvation
of nlllits usuges aud fashious, of all its dignity and opulence.” Dr. Mac-
culloch.
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in its dis tion ; and may be seen in many a Merse dean, and in
those of the coal formation in N. Durham. It is a beautiful plant,
flowering throughout the summer.

114, G. pratENsE. U Gcranium.  Banks of rivers, burns
and ditches, frequent, and scattered over the district. Summer. An
infusion of the herb has been successfully used in chronic fluxes.
See Hist. Berw. N. Club, ii. p. 176.

115. G. Lucipum.  On rocks in deans, mncommon.—B. Banks
of the Eye opposite Netherbyres, Rev. A. Baird.  Between Reston
and Covey-heugh, A. A. Carr.  On the Whiteadder below Cockburn-
law. Birgham wood, Dr. R. D. Thomson. Old walls at Dryburgh.
—R. Walls at Pinnacle-hill and Gateshaw, Dr. F. Douglas. Abun-
dant on Stitchell linn.—N. In the dean above Akeld in profusion.—
Summer. A pretty plaut with glossy red-tinted leaves and rose-
coloured flowers, but it exhales a disagreeable smell.

116. G. roBerTiaANUM. Biud's-Epe: Whly Seranium, and
sometimes Jfor-&eranium,—a nane which the species has received
from the disagreeable scent of its leaves. ¢ Tota planta scepe rubra
eradit; odor hircum redolet.” Linngus.—On ruins, on heaps of
stones in shaded places, on old dikes in deans or with a northern ex-
posure, in sloe brakes, “in the bodies of trees that are cut down,”
aud in hedges with a dry bottom. It may often be seen in perfection
on the thatched roof of old cottages, and on their crumbling walls,
holding on by a slender root that dips between the clay chinks. A
pretty white variety was gathered in Dunglass-dean, June 30, 1846.
Sir Walter C. Trevelyan finds, growing on the old shingle above Shel-
drake Bay in Tloly Island, a variety (3. pinguescens) which has as-
sumed the character of G. lucidum in its fleshy shining leaves almost
destitute of hairiness, and hence also with only a fant trace of the
peculiar smell of the ordinary state of the species.

117. G. moLLE. Waste grounds and new pastures, common. A
summer weed that gains increase in beauty as the autumn declines to
mcet the winter in November.

118. G. pusiLLem. Waste grounds, rare.  B. Sides of the foot-
path below Castle-hills, abundauntly, June-Sept.

119. G. pissectuM. Road-sides, and a common weed in new
pastures on a light soil.  Summer.

120. G. conumBiNnuM. Rare. B. Ina field near Penmanshiel,
J. Hardy. (R. Minto-crags, Dr. F. Douglas.)

121. Eroprum cicvtarium. Don Gard. Dict. i. 722. Dry
sandy pastures, earth-capt dikes, and waste grounds, common. The
variety with white flowers is very common on the links of N. Durham.
Summer.

L4, Geraninm phaewm.  B. “ Banks of the Eden near Stitchell” A. A.
Carr.—N. In Twizell-house dean, but planted there ; nor have I ever seen
this “alien ” species bevond the sight of the garden.

VOL. T. E
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122. Oxavris ACETOSELLA. Wood Sorrel. &our-Clober: Hrarts,
from the shape of the leaflet: @uckoo’d-meat: Gowh’s-meat :
Gowh’s=clober.  The latter names coincide with that of this pretty
flower in Gothland in Sweden, “Giokmat,” and with the French
“ pain de coucou.” —Common in deans, woods, and moors, and ascends
to the summit of the Cheviots. Gregarious. April.—Turner informs
us that the Oxalis was called in England @lleluja ““because it appareth
about Easter when Alleluja is song again;” and Mr. Bicheno has
proved, in a very intcresting manner, that Ox. acctosella is the Sham-
rock of the Irish; the substitution of the White-Clover being of mo-
dern date. See also Brand's Popular Antiquities, i. p. 108. Bohn,
1849.—Sheep eat the plant readily, and are said to be fond of it. I
concur in the opiniou of Linnzus that the acidity of the leaves is
more agrecable and dclicate than that of the lemon. The flowers
appear with those of the wood Anemone, and one of greater attractions
does not grace our deans. The leaflets droop in dry weather, and
become erect under a moist sky. For further particulars of their
irritability the reader may refer to Ann. Nat. Hist. iv. p. 390.—If
we lightly press the capsule when ncarly ripe, it bursts with a sudden
jerk, and t{:e seeds are projected and dispersed with great force.

123. Evo~Nymus kCROPEUS.  Spindle-tree. Deans. B. Banks
of the Whiteadder opposite Edringtou-Castle ; and between Claribad
and [Iutton mills. Lumsden dean sparingly. Redpath dean. R. Banks
of the Tweed above Trows’-crags, Dr. I. Douglas.—D. Kyloe crags,
and on the crags at Belford, abundantly.—N. Humbledon dean ; and
in wooded margins of the College burn.  June.

124. ULex evropxus. The Whin or ffurse. This and the
Coltsfoot are, I think, our only conspicuous wild plants which take
¢ the winds of March with beauty ”’; and the Whin continues in bloom
until the approach of the summer solstice.

“March wind
Kindles the ether, and blooms the &tihin.”

“The hills are heathy, save that swelling slope,
Which hath a gay and gorgeous covering on,
All golden with the never bloomless JFurie, -
Which now blooms most profusely.”—COLERIDGE.

Upon our hilly and exposed cultivated grounds, and near the sea,
the Whin is sometimes sown in ridges to form hedges. Used
also to form fox-covers ; but of more value on moors as a shelter to
sheep during the drifting storm. In years of scarcity, in muirland
districts, Whins bruised with the flail were resorted to as a winter-food
for horses. With the blossoms children dye their ¢ paste-cggs ” at
Easter. In former times the Whin was a principal article of fuel
amongst us ; and even so late as 1730, the “ privilege of casting his
whins > was reserved in leases of farms to certain specified persons.

125. U. NnaNus. Bot. Gazette, i. p. 288.—This is the common

Whin on Wooler-common, and on the higher parts of the Cheviot
hills.  Summer.
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126. GENi1sTA TINCTORIA. Rare. B. Birgham muir: near
Whiterigz in Eccles : near Coldstream.—D. Longridge and Haiden
deans. July.

127. G.axcrica. floor-TWhin: Weather-TeYin: Hogs-TWhin.
—Common thronghout the Lammermuirs ; and on all the heaths in
N. Durham. June-July.

128. SPARTIUM scopPariuM = Sarothamnus scoparius. Tl
Broom. May-June.—There are several places in Berwickshire the
names of which indicate the former prevalence of this beautiful shrub
in their localities; e. g. Broomnhouses, Broomilaw, Broomhill, Broom-
dykes, and Broomknowes ;—but its habitat of greatest celebrity is
Cowdenknowes, an undulatory rising ground of great beauty in the
west of the county *:

¢ More pleasant far to me the Broom
So fair on Cowdenknowes,
For sure so sweet, so soft a bloom,
Elsewhere there never grows.”

The progress of agriculture has greatly thinned and depauperated
our broomie shaws, but still the “lang yellow broom ™ is plentitul
enough in many of our deans, and on many a steep brae, in upland
districts especially. It is, says Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, ““a curious
fact in regard to the history of the plant, that it grows to pertection
in a very few years, some seven or eight, we believe, and then dies
entirely away, and then some years must generally elapse before the
seed, with which the ground must have necessarily been filled, will
vegetate ; of this we have ourselves had large experience.” Tait's
Magazine, Oct. 1847, p. 657.—Sheep are very fond of the Broom,
and they may be pastured upon it and Whins, in favourable situations,
during winter, as an intelligent farmer, on the border of the Lammer-
muirs, informed me, he had often done with profit and advantage.
The sheep invariably first pick off, and greedily devour, the pods,
which produce a sort of intoxication, but this effect is transient, and
leaves no inconvenience behind. ¢ Spartium scoparium si ovis in-
gurgitet, statim temulenta evadit, decumbit, et pro tempore ambulare
nequit. Heec affectio autem usui continuo plantee cedit.” Rev. Dr.
Walker.—It exerts a like intoxicating iufluence on man ; and hence
Allan Ramsay, in his address to a landlady who was famous for brew-
ing a heady ale, tells us—

“ Some said it was the pith of Broom
That she stow’d in her masking-loom,
‘Which in our heads rais’d sic a soom;
Or some wild seed,
Which aft the chaping stoup did toom,
But fill'd our head.”—Poems, i. p. 219.

Aun infusion or decoction of the young shoots is a popular, and not

* Cowdenknowes—viz. the yellow knolls, for Cowden annears to he a
corruption of Gowden or golden. In the olden time the name was spelt
E?2
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inefficient, remedy in many dropsical cases.—Besoms are called, in
the north, Brooms, having, until of late vears, been commouly made
of the twigs of this shrub. In 1554, before the Bailif’s court, a jury
of twelve men found * that the yonge brome of this towne (Berwick)
ought not to be cut, for it is a comodyte to this towne.”

10. Cytisus laburnum. The Laburnum. In hedges, common.
June. In the summer of 1852 I saw at Twizell-house, the seat of
P. J. Sclby, Esq., a Laburnum which bore a profusion of clusters of
purple flowers, many clusters of yellow flowers, a few clusters with
purple and yellow flowers intermingled, and a few tufts of the purple
Crtisus having its twigs loaded with its own peculiar blossoms.
These all grew on one “and the same tree, sometimes on the same
brauch. The stock was a ycllow Laburnum, on which the purple
variety had been engrafted.  Several instances of the same singular
phenomena have been recorded. See Notes and Queries, vi. p. 7-8.

11. C. alpinus. Don Gard. Dict. ii. 154. &cotch Laburnum.
In hedges, flowering about a fortnight later than the preceding. Don
says that it is a native of Scotland ; into which, other authors aftirm,
it was introduced towards the end of the 17th century. There are
some large, and apparently old, trees about Chiruside Bridge, which
have a glorious appearance when loaded with their golden clusters of
flowers. Those that graced the grounds of Bighouse were cut down
by a late proprictor to be converted into furniture ; and the hedges
near Charter-hia’ have only recently been deprived of a row of La-
burnums that had scarce their equal in size and beauty anywhere.—
The seeds of the Laburnum are poisonous. See Loudon’s Mag. Nat.
Hist, vi. p. 74.

129. O~o~i1s ARVENsIS.  Rest-Iarrow.  Sandy links, borders of
fields, and in deans, common. I have gathered a variety with white
flowers on the road between Norham E. Mains and Norham. June-
Aug. In the season of flowering the root is dug up and caten by
children, in idleness, as a substitute for the Liquoriw-root of the apo-
thecary. The smell of the root, on being kept, is, however, very
dlsagreeable, and hence, in our district, the plaut gets the name of
&tinking-Tam.

130. O. axTIQUuORUM, Bab. = 0. arvensis 3. B. On Castle-
hills.  July-Aug.—Mr. Banks records, under Q. arvensis, some ob-
servations which go to prove that the peculiarities which distinguish
0. antiguornm are the result of differences in the soil. Plymouth
and Devon. Flora.

131. ANTHYLLIS VULNERARIA. Don Gard. Dict. ii. 166. ¥a-
vieg’fingers : Craw-nebg. Common.  Sea and river banks; in the
beds of our rock-bottomed burns; and occasnonall) on dry banks n
pastures. June-Aug.

the Koldenknowys. Mr. R, Chambers, who has given a very nice account
of the place, derives the name, however, from Coldun, a woody height.
Pict. of Scotland, p. 28,
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132. Mepicaco vrupcvLiNA.  Dellow:-Clober.  Meadows and
pastures. Sown, with other seeds, on dry sandy soils, where it an-
swers very well,

6. M. sativa. Lucerne. B. Ilas naturalized itself on the banks
of the Whiteadder near Whitchall, G. Hendersom.—D. In Haiden
dean. Holy-Island links, Dr. F. Douglas. Has been gathered in
several other stations, but not permanent in them, and it would soon
disappear from our district were it not occasionally imported anew
with seed of corn and grasses. The Lucerne, says Link, is not a
native of Europe, for it only grows wild where it is now cultivated,
or formerly had been. Our farmers neglect it.

133. MEeLIiLoTUS OFFICINALIS = Trifolium officinale. D. “« By
the path to the bathiug well at Cornhill, near & streamlet,” Wallis.
.—B. Sca banks of the Maudlin fields; and in pastures near North-
ficld. Plentiful on the banks of the Tweed about Coldstream, Miss
E. Bell.  Birgham or Briggcham haugh, Dr. R. D. Thomson. July.

134. M. vurcaris = M. leucantha, Hooker Brit. Fl. (1830) i.
327.—N. Coupland plantations near Wooler, J. Mitchell. B. About
Berwick Castle; and on waste ground between it and Castle-hills.
It abounded in this locality in the summer of 1842: in the following
summer only a few plants appeared ; and in a year or two afterwards
not a specimen was to be got. Mr. Watson considers it an alicn
because of its *fugitive endurance, and the suspicious nature of its
localities.” T do not assent. Let the ground be stirred up anew,
and we should again have plenty of the M. vulgaris iu its old locality ;
—again to dic away,—and to revive againwhen circumstances favoured
the growth. Experiments almost assure us that of all plants the
Leguminous have seeds which retain their vitality longest. Botanical
Gazette, iii. p. 105.

135. TrrroLtum REPENS, Don Gard. Dict. ii. 188, Dutcl) or
TWhite-Clover : Fheep’s-Gotvan : and the flowering heads are our
White-2ookics.—Meadows and pastures, everywhere.  « White
Clover is one of those plants that grow in almost all svils and all
situations, and being a true perennial, is always sown in this district
where lands are intended for permanent pasture.”” Bailey and Cully’s
View, p. 115. There is a very general belief that white Clover will
appear in abundance on our moors when the soil is turned up for the
first time and lime applied*; and the phenomenon is always men-
tioned as mysterious and inexplicable. See Winch’s Geogr. Lssay,
p- 17: Quart. Rev. xxxvi. p. 586. Mr. Watson has apparently
solved the problem and dissipated the wonder. The fact is not a
fact, but an inference founded on imperfect observation. Cyb. Brit.
i. p. 291.—The scent from a white-clovered field in flower, floated
on the summer breeze, is very sweet; and then the field is alive with
myriads of active bees.—A variety with purple leaves sometimes occurs

* In Notes and Queries, vi. p. 112, the version is thus given:—“ On a
Scoteh moor, too, after a fire sutliciently strong to destroy the roots of the
heather, Clover invariably appears.” s this a fact?
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wild, and this is cultivated for the Shamrock.—The flowers are some-
times rosc-coloured ; and plants so tinted may be seen growing on
Spittal links almost intermingled with the white race.

136. T. prATENSE. Don Gard. Dict. ii. 183, Clober. Mea-
dows and pastures, common. The variety sativam, said to have been
introduced to Britain by the Romans almost m)medlately after their
invasion and settlement (Whitaker's Manchester, i. p. 318), was
introduced into Berwickshire husbandry by Lord Kaimes in 1750,
and is extensively cultivated under the name of Red or Purple Clover.
The flowered heads are called by the common people gookies or
gucklerd,—a name which occurs in the “ Gentle Shepherd”” of Allan
Ramsay :

¢ Under that tree, and on the suckler brae,
Where aft we wont, when bairns, to rin and play.”

A “foure levit claver” has, from an early period, been associated
with the mysteries of fairie-land ; and to this day our children deem
themselves destined to be lucky, when they find one*. Beliefs of
this kind will continne to influence posterity, for they are perma-
nently rooted in that stage of life which corresponds, in its credu-
lity and faith, with the age of society in which the beliefs originated.

137. T. mepium. Cofv-grass : T Hookirs. In meadows
and deans, common. July.

138. T. ArvenseE. Sandy barren fields, uncommon. B. Banks
of the Eye opposite Netherbyres : Pease- dean : Sea banks below
Dulaw, at Siccar-point, and near the Cove-shore.—D. Heugh of Holy-
Island.—R. Banks of the Tweed below Kelso, Dr. F. Douglas.—
N. Bed of Wooler-water above Wooler.

139. T. striaTuM. Dry pastures and banks covered sparingly
with soil, of occasional occurrence throughont the district. R. Stit-
chell brae, abundantly. Trans. Berw. N. Club, ii. 169. June.

140. T. scarruM. Rare. D. Rocky banks near the Priory of
Holy-Island, and by the shore at the harbour.

141. T. FraciFeruM. On a light soil liable to be inundated ;
and hence common on the sides of our rivers where flat. It abounds
in mauy places along the Whiteadder, and the Tweed. Autumn.

142. T. procuMBENS. Dry gravelly fields and banks, common.
June-July.

143. T. mixus. In similar localities with the preceding, and more

* ¢ Many years ago, ere George the Third was king, a girl who lived
near Nether Witton, returning home from milking. with her pail upon her
head, saw many fairies gambolling in the fields, but which were invisible
to her companions, though pomted out to them by her. On reachmg home,
and telling what she had seen. the circumstance of her _power of vision being
greater than that of her companions was eanvassed in the family, and the
cause at length discovered in her weise. which was found to be of four-
leaved clover.”” Borderer's Table Book, viii. p. 46.
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common. Dwarf specimens constitute a considerable proportion of
the vegetation of the light gravelly haughs which lie along the courses
of our upland burns, as, e.g. of the College-burn from Hethpool
Linn to its union with the Glen. These specimens are very neat,
scarcely more than an inch in height ; and, having only five or six
flowerets in a head, they are apt to be mistaken for T. filiforme.

144. Lortus cornicurarus. Cram:tacs: €Cat’s-€lober.—The
““Crow-toe”” of Milton, and the ““ Crow-flower”’ of Drayvton, but not
the *“ Craw-flower " of Taunahill. Indced I'am not able to say what
the latter is, and it was a favourite plant with this poet. He describes
it as being ““blue,” and as having an “early bell”; and again he
mentions it as the “mild blue spreckl’d crawtiow’r.”  Probably Tan-
nahill had the Scilla nutans in view.—Common in pastures, on moors,
on grassy and scarry banks, over the front of which it otten hangs in
beautitul tufts. The variety named villosus, from the herbage being
hairy, has been found in B. Langton woods, and ncar Bunkle, hy
the Rev. Thomas Brown ; and the variety tenuifolius (= L. decum-
bens, Eng. Bot.) occurs occasionally in barren pastures, on a clay
soil.

145. L. masor. Babington Prim. Fl. Sarn.27. Banks of ditches,
boggy pastures, and in deans, common. July-Aug.

146. ASTRAGALUS GLYCYPHYLLOS. D. “In great abundance on
the brow of a hill, called Cockle-hill, at Learmouth, near Cornhill.
About the old ramparts at Wark-castle, on the banks of the Tweed,
by the road to Carham. In the hilly pastures at Mony-laws, under
Flodden-hill.” Wallis.—B. In the ravine above the village of Ross
in the parish of Mordington : Sea-banks between Sicear-point and the
Pease-dean.  Banks of the Whiteadder, a little beyond Claribad
Mill, plentiful, Dr. R. Dunlop. By the quarry at Whitehall, G.
Henderson.  Abundant on Tweed bracs, a few yards east of Lennel
Church-yard, Jonathan Melrose. On the sea banks at the Ewelairs,
between the foot of the Pease-burn and the Cove-shore, J. Hetdy.—
N. Bauks of Wooler-water above Coldgate Mill. Sea banks near
Bambrough, Dr. F. Douglas.—R. In the dean of Newtown St.
Boswells.—July-Aug.

147. A. ayrocrLotTis. Abundant on green-swarded sandy parts
of the coast of Berwickshire, as at Coldinghum bay, Lamberton Shiels,
St. Abbs, and Redheugh.—D. On Spittal links ; on the links bevond
Scremerston ; and on Holy-Island. June.

148. Vicia LaTHYROIDES. Dry gravelly and sandy places, rare.
D. Heugh, Holy-Island, Thompson.—N. Chapel-hill, Belford ; and
other basaltic heights between it and Bambrough, Thompson.—B,
On the rocky banks of Ale water. Sea banks near Ermesheugh camp,
A. A. Carr.  Foot of Dunglas dean, J. Hardy. May.

149. V. sativa. The Tare.—The indigenous plant is frequent
in old moorish pasture ground, and it loves the company of the Whin,
The narrow-lcaved variety (V. angustifolia, Sm.) has been found
amongst whins at Belford in Roxburghshire by Dr. F. Douglas.—
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The cultivated variety is grown principally for cutting as green food
for horses, to supply the vacancy between the first aud second cuttings
of red clover; and for their harvest food during their then incessant
labour.

150. V.seprum. TEUID Tare.  In deans, meadows, and at hedge-
bottoms, common. We sometimnes meet with a white-flowered va-
riety. June.

151. V. cracea.  TUily Tare.  Rough boggy fields, and in
hedges, where it is very ornamental,  July—Aug.

152. V. syrnvatica. Wood Vetch: TWily Pea. Deans and
brakes, abundantly. B. Along the whole range of our sea-banks, but
most profusely about the Needle-eye, below Lamberton Shields, in
the ravine above Ross, and in similar localities. Banks of Ale water.
On many parts of the banks of the Whiteadder ; and on the Tweed
at Dryburgh. Redpath dean in the west ; and on the east in Red-
Clues Clengh, and Penmanshiel wood.—D. Tweed banks beyond Ord
Mill. This locality possesses considerable interest. 1t is the frontage
of an old Roman camp, or “ Chester knows ™ ; and there Charles 1.
pitched his tent, May 25th, 1639, when on his march northwards
against the Scotch covenanters. The place was then called ¢ the
Birks, two miles west of Berwick.” Bord. Table Book, i. p. 2¢0.
A concealment in the face of the precipice is still known as the
“ King’s cove.”—For a minute account of the place see Raine's Hist.
N. Durham, p. 1L,

153. Oronvus syrvaricvs. Light. FL. Seot. 390. pl. 16. = Vicia
orobus.—B. Howpark dean ; and on a wooded bank between Grant’s-
House and Peumanshiel.  Above the Rigg-wood on the Eye, J.
Hardy. Near Longformacus; in the Snail's-Cleugh ; and on a whinny
bank between Millknowe and Pricestley.

154. Ervusm HirsuTuM = Vicia hirsuta. Corn-fields, meadows,
and waste grounds, a common weed.  June-Aug.

12. Faba vulgaris. Don Gard. Dict. ii. 312. The Bean. Cul-
tivated from time immemorial ; and we may conclude, almost certainly,
that it does not grow wild near the Caspian Sea on the borders of
Persia, as stated by Willdenow, Sp. Plant. iii. p. 1111, The kinds
cultivated are the large and the small Horse bean, and sometimes the
Mazagan, which ripens earlier, but is not productive.

13. Pisum arvense. The fFicly or Srap Pea.  “ Were formerly
a more general crop than at present : they are mostly grown upon
such lands as have been worn ont by too long continnance in plongh-
ing. The early and late Grey Pease are the principal kinds cultivated
here.” Bailey and Cully’s View, p. 90. Sce also Kerr's Berwick-
shire, p. 249.

155. Latuyrus praTeNsis.  Crat-pease.  Meadows and pas-

15. Lathvrus missoha.  “ Mr. Embleton intimates to me that it has oc-
curred (to whom ?) near Leitholm, in Berwickslire.” Watson Cyb. Brit. i.
p- 23 There is some mistake here, which T eannot explan.,
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tures, common. This is probably the  Mouse-pea’ mentioned by
Mr. Kerr. “There was formerly grown in Scotland, a species of
vetch, tare, or lentil, of considerable size, called provincially the
Mouse-pea, but which is hardly ever to be met with now. This has
sometimes been suggested as a probably good substitute for tares.”
View of the County of Berwick, p. 265.

156. L. syLvestris. B. Wooded banks of the Whiteadder oppo-
site Hutton-mill, in great abundance, Dr. R. Dunlop. July-Aug.

157. Orosus TuBEROsUS. Don Gard. Dict. ii. 339. Heaths,
deans, whin-loving banks and broomie braes, all of which it adorns.
May—June.—The leaves vary exceedingly in size and breadth. The
vanety tenuifolivs (= Or. tenuifolius of Don in Wern. Mem. iii.
301), with very narrow linear leaves, has been occasionally gathered
in our district, and on the same bank with the common kind.—
School-bays in Berwickshire call the roots fiquorp-knots, for, when
dried, the taste of them is not unlike that of the real liquorice. The
seeds are their fHousepeas.

Living specimens of ORoBuUs NIGER were shown to the Club in
the spring of 1852 by Mr. Tate, who had gathered them in Roddam
dene, but the habitat being on the south side of it, is just beyond
our liwits.

158. Prunvus spinosa. The Sloe or &lac. On the precipi-
tous banks of deans and on braes, where the shrub forms an inupene-
trable brake wherein our little songsters can nestle in security. April :
and our ancestors watched the time, for, said they,

“ When the Slae tree is white as a sheet,
Sow your Barley, whither it be dry or wét.”

The austere fruit is eaten by schoolboys after it has been ameliorated
by the frosts of winter. One of the occupations of the ¢shortest
day,” after the *barring out” had gained a holyday, used to be a
toray to the Slac-berry braes. 1 have more than once been of the
purty. Sloe sticks are prized, because they are very knobby, straight
and dark-coloured, and firmer than those of other shrubs.

7. P, insititia. Old hedges occasionally.  B. “In hedges about
the abby of Mellross,” Lighttoot. Near ITorndean. April-May.

8. P. domestica. 'Wild Plam-tree. D. On the hanks of the Till
in the glen at Twizel-castle*.  In the hedge at the Dovecot of Hag-
gerston. April-May.—This and the preceding are undoubtedly
states of P. spinosa.

* «“ The uncient bridge of Twisel, by which the English crossed the Till,
is still standing beneath Twisel Castle, a splendid pile of Gothie architecture,
as now rebuilt by Sir Francis Blake, Bart., whose extensive plantations
have so much improved the country around. The glen is romantic and
delighttul, with steep banks on each side, eovered with copse, particularly
with hawthorn.  Beneath a tall rock. near the bridge, is a plentiful foun-
tuin, called St. Ilelen’s Well.”  Sir Walter Scott. Note xiv. to Canto vi. of
Marmion,
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159. P. papus. Bird-Cherry. Is fouud in almost all our wooded
deans as a shrub ; but, when planted and allowed to grow unchecked,
it becomes a considerable tree, very beautiful when in flower. There
i8 & fine specimen in the garden at Newwaterhaugh. The shrub is
called Mackwool, and the fruit Mackberry or Magberrn. It has the
same name in Westmoreland and Cumberland ; and in Sweden we
also find it named lH:igg, which, 1t seems, means Hedge-berry.  Lin-
ni¢us savs—<“ Baccee nauseosse & quibusdam sale ad~1wrsue avide in-
gurgitautur ;” and Mr. Hodgson tells us that the fruit is caten in
the mountain districts of Cumberland. In Berwickshire, on the
contrary, the fruit is reckoned poisonous, and children are taught to
avoid it.

160. P. avium. Cerasus aviam et C. juliana, Don Gard. Dict.
il. 505. The &ranstree.  Occurs in some of our wildest deans, e. g.
i Dulaw dene, and in Blackburn-rigg wood, &c.; and often natural-
ized in plantations and in hedges. It might be cultivated with ad-
vantage to a larger extent, “Asan ornamental tree it is also well worth
cultivating, as it produces a profusion of flowers from an early age,
and at an early period of the year ; these, from their snowy whiteness,
contrast well with the blossom of the almond and the scarlet thorn.
Its foliage, also, is handsome, though rather too uniform and unbroken
to produce picturesque effect; in the autumn, when it assumes
a deep purplish-red colour, it gives great richness to the landscape,
and contrasts well with the yellows and browns which predominate
at that season.”” P. J. Selby, Brit. Forest Trees, p. 63.—The just-
ness of these remarks of our distinguished colleague will not be dis-
puted by any member of the Club who has had the pleasure of seeing
the fine Gean-trees on the haugh of the Blackadder at Allanbank in
May.

9. Spireea salicifolia. Sometimes planted out in woods, and com-
mon in shrubberies, but scarcely naturalized. B. Marchmont woods,
Dr. R. D. Thomson. It used to grow almost in a thicket in a belt
of plantation which led from Chirnside to the Blue-stanc ford, but it
was cradicated thence, when the trees were cut down a few years
since. July.

161. Sr. vLMaria.  Hceabolv-Stoect: Queen-of-the-{Headoty,
and not unworthy of the name. In the olden times, when, even in
our district ¥,

“ With rose and swete flores
‘Was strawed halles and bours,”

and for an account of which custom we refer the reader to the British

* In 1364, the Vicar of Norham agrees, on his part, duly to serve the
church, and supply it ““ with strewments ”; viz. with rushes and herbs to
strew the floor. Ruine’s Hist. N. Durham, p. 2/8—]11 1528 when Atholl
cutertained the Queen and her son James V. in the Iighlands, a “ fair
palace,” built for the occasion, had its principal rooms ** lmid with green
searets, spreats, medworts, and flowers, that no man knew whereon he trod,
but as if he were in a garden.” Strickland’s Queens of Seotland, i. p. 240,
—The Medwort is the Meadow-sweet.  Sce Lyte's New Herball, p. 48,
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Quart. Rev. Nov. 1851, p. 382, this plant was in high estimation,
for ¢ the leaues and flowres farre excell all other strowing herbes, for
to decke vp houses, to straw in chambers, halls, and banqueting
houses in the sommer time ; for the smell thereof makes the heart
merrie, delighteth the senses: neither doth it cause head-ache, or
lothsomenesse to meat, as some other sweet smelling herbes do.”
Gerarde.  Notwithstanding this authority our border matrons say
that, if smelled at too much, the Quecn-of-the-Mcadow will cause
people to take fits. It is reckoned wholesome for cattle when amongst
meadow-hay.

162. Sv. FILIPENDULA. Very rare. B. Bclches-brae wood ncar
the Lees, Miss E. Bell.  July.

163. GEum URBANUM. Avens. Woods and hedges, common.
May-Aug.

164. G. iNTErRMEDIUM. [ find this plant scattered over the di-
strict, but always sparingly in every locality. Thus a single specimen
only could be found on the bank of the road which leads from Nor-
ham-bridge into Berwickshire. I have scen it growing in the same
way in hedges near Netherbyres; and near . Berrington. July.

165. G. RivaLE. Water Avens. Sides of streamlets, burns, and
ditches, and in boggy woods and meadows, common. A monstrous
variety with a showy rose-like flower, and which is apt to become
proliferous, is occasionally met with in our deans.

RUBUS. = Bramble*.

In studying the species of this genus I have been enabled to avail
myself of Weihe and Nces von Esenbeck’s work on the German
Rubi through the kindness of Professor Balfour. I have also con-
sulted the writings of Borrer, Smith, Leighton, Lces, Babington, and
Bell Salter; but I have scarcely referred to some “authentic speci-
mens”’ which 1 possess through the liberality of botanical friends.
I attach little importance to  authentic specimens” in general ; and
it seems to me almost absurd to make them override, or even equal
to, printed descriptions. For instances of the counfusion to which

* Johnson says of the Bramble,—*It is taken, in popular language, for
anv rough prickly shrub.” T do not think our vulgar give so wide a si%-
nification to the name ; but they do not alwavs distinguish the Bramble
from the Brier,—both, in some plirases, are Brambles. And so it was with
our older authors. For example, Drayton says,

“ Then thrice under a Brier doth ereep
Which at both ends was rooted deep,
And over it three times doth leap,” &c.

This Brier is a botanical Bramble ; but, in the following quotation, the
Bramble of the Poet is the Briar of the Botanist :

¢ But he was chaste and no lechour,
And sweet as i1s the bramble flour
That bereth the red hepe.”—CHAUCER.
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reliance on authentic specimens leads, the reader may consult Turner’s
Synopsis of the British Fuci, i. p. 4, &c.; and Leighton’s Flora of
Shropshire under the present genus.

The following analytical table may assist the student in determining
the names of our Eastern Border shrubby Brambles :—

A. Stems ecrect or nearly so.
Leaves white underneath .. .. ... ... R. idaus.
Leaves green on both sides .. ...... R. plicatus.
B. Stems arched or trailing.
* Stem smooth, glabrous or slightly hairy.
1+ Lower leaflets overlapping.
T. leaflet cordate, the lower stalked .. R. nitidus.
T. leaflet rhomboid, the lower sessile.. R. corylifolius.
11+ Lower lcatlets separate, retroflexed.
§ Stem angular,
T. leatlet obovate cuspidate green be-

meath ... ....... ... ... .. ..., R. macrophyllus.
T. leatlet obovate cuspidate white be-

neath .. ... ................... R. rhamnifolius.
T. leaflet cordate cuspidate green .. ..  R. corditolius.

§§ Stem roundish.
T. leaflet suborbicular cuspidate green R. mucronatus.

T. leaflet cordato-ovate acute. . .. .. .. R. carpinifolius.
*x Stem villous, the hairs patent.. .. .. .. R. leucostachys.
*** Stem rough with setee and glands,
angular.

+ Leaves 5-nate, lower leaflets stalked.
Stem furrowed or concave between the

angles........................ R.rudis.
Stem convex or plane between the
angles ........ .. ..o ool R. radula.
4+ Leaves 3-nate or 5-nate, when the 1.
leaficts are sessile ................ R. Koelileri.

*¥*** Stem sctigerous, round and glaucous..  R. cwesius.

166. Rupus 1pxus. The Wasp or Rasgpberry.—Stem round,
glancous, prickly ; leaves white beneath, the terminal leaflet heart-
shaped acute, irregularly lobed and serrate, serratures mostly mucro-
nate.—Common in woods and deans. On the edge of a wood, or
along the shelter of a dike in our muirlands, it frequently forms a
sort of copse with the Braken. It likes also to grow amongst whins.
June.

167. R. pricaTus. W. and E. tab. i.—Stem angular, smooth,
striate, with prickles on the angles; leaves green, the terminal leatiet
cordate-acuminate or broadly ovate and pointed, crenalo-serrate,
entire at the base, the lateral leaflets often lobed below.—In denes,
rare.  B. Blackburnrigg dean, where I gathered it with Mr. Hardy;
who finds it also in Birchiebank, Penmanshiel, and Akeside. Banks
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of the Whiteadder near the Retreat.—D. In copses on Kyloe crags.
—N. In the upper part of Twizell-house dean, P. J. Selby.

The barren stems are as erect as those of the Rasp, 3 or 4 feet in
height, slender, green, pentangular, naked, striate, armed on the
angles with rather small yellowish prickles dilated at the base; the
prickles are not usually numerous, and they are either straight or a
little curved: the leaves are thin, flexible and green, quinate; the
stalk armed with a few small curved and retroflected prickles, which
run half-way up the midribs : leaflets stalked, the lower and interme-
diate pairs from a common pedicle, the terminal lcaflet cordato-ovate,
acuminate, unequally serrate, often lobed on one side, the upper sur-
face even and naked, the inferior paler and glossier and covered with
a very short inconspicuous hairiness.—The flowering stems are often
laid ; they have fewer and smaller prickles, and the surface is more
or less blistered : the leaves are ternate on a hairy stalk, and the ter-
minal leaflet is ovate-acute. They hear racemes of comparatively few
flowers, which are small and white ; and the fruit is rarely matured.
It consists of a few black drupes. The peduncles are more or less
hairy ; the sepals snow-white on the margin, often with two or three
yellowish prickles at the base, and pointed but not leafy at the point.
—There are never either glands or setee on the stem, but I have seen
it clothed with silky hairs. The leaves are frequently lobed, and
sometimes incised ; and on some barren stems leaves with 3, 4, and
5 leaflets are found. The young leaves on both barren and fertile
shoots are pubescent. The foliage is often eaten and made ragged by
a caterpillar.

The figure of Weihe and Nces von Esenbeck is an excellent repre-
sentation of our species ; but, in the description, it is said that the in-
ferior leaflets are sessile,—¢ foliclis lateralibus inferioribus maxime
sessilibus,”—which is not the case in our specimens. Kochlerus
says :—‘* Erectus crescit, uti Rubo ideo mos est, nutatque demum
apice; distinguitur situ verticali, brevitate trunci, rectis aculeis,
maxime vero foliolo terminali cordato in omnibus ;”’—which 1is all
correct, provided we restrict the description of the leaflet to the barren
shoot.—I have a specimen of what is identical with our species
labelled “ R. suberectus’ by a contributor to the Botanical Society
of London ; but the true R. suberectus is different.

168. R. nitipus. W, and E. tab. iv.—B. Banks of the Eye
between Reston and Covey-heugh mill abundantly.

Weihe and Nees von Esenbeck’s tigure represents our plant very
well, and removes some doubts that a close collation of the descrip-
tion with the specimens might raise. It is a fine hramble with glossy
foliage ; and its barren shoots, which, when even unsupported, are
occasionally suberect, curve themselves as they elongate to form an
arching branch that ultimatcly may touch the ground ; but some
shoots from the base trail aloug the surface. Barren stem angular,
glabrous and even, glossy, of a reddish colour, with straight prickles
on the angles,—the prickles sufficiently dilated at the base, which is
purplish-red, while the point is yellowish : leaves quinate, the stalk
glabrous or only slightly hairy, armed with numerous curved prickles;
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leaflets all stalked, rather rigid, glossy-green, uneven and folded, very
sparingly hairy on the upper surface, more so underneath and paler,
with the nervures of areddish tint, and the midrib armed with hooked
prickles, the margins unequally serrated; the terminal leaflet cordate
obliquely acuminate and much similar to that of the Lime-tree: sti-
ules narrow linear-lanceolate, hairy.—The fertile stem is always
glabrous, less distinctly angular, and with fewer prickles, which are
straight and deflexed ; the flowering branches glabrous or somewhat
hairy, and armed with curved prickles; leaves ternate, the lateral
leaflets almost sessile and overlapping ; panicle leafy, its branchlets
spreading and rigid ; peduncles hairy, with or without a few sessile
glands ; flowers rose-coloured and of medium size; the sepals broadly
ovate with or without a leafypoint, and with a white tomentose margin,
sEreading after the fall of the Petals.—So far as our Flora is concerned,
this appears to he a very distinct species, which I have only met with
in the station indicated. The specific character assigned to R. plicatus
would suit it well, and I have a specimen so named by Mr. Edwin
Lees, from the London Botanical Society; but our R. nitidus is very
different from our R. plicatus, and is a genuine bramble. It flowers
freely in July and throughout the remaining summer, and bears plenty
of fruit in autumn.

169. R. corvLirorL1us. Woods in Hooker’s Brit. Flora (1830),
i. 248.—Common in hedges and in deans.

Barren stems long and arching, green but often purpled, especially
in autumn, polished, obtusely pentangular, smooth and naked, armed

’
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with prickles mostly seated on the angles; prickles usually numerous,
straight, often deflexed, with a dilated base coloured like the stem :
leaves quinate, pedate, on a slightly pilose stalk armed with a few
recurved prickles; the partial stalks rather more pilose ; stipules
narrow, lanceolate, elongate, hairy ; terminal leaflet cordato-ovate or
often somewhat rhomboid with an acuminate point, 3% inches long,
2 8;ths broad, rugose, irregularly serrate, soft and tlexible, green, the
upper surface naked, the under a paler green and hairy on the pro-
minent nervures and veins ; lower leaflets sessile and decidedly over-
lapping the intermediate pair.—The floweringstemsare often bhstered.
They arc less angulated and are furnished with more numerous prickles.
They throw off numerous flowering brauches, which are downy,
almost round, and have a few scattered prickles. Sometimes these
branches are not above 4 inches in length, and at other times they
exceed 2 feet. The pedicles of the flowers are downy, and minute
glandular setee are almost hidden in the down. All the leaves are
ternate, and the leaflets are often deeply cut or laciniated, one of the
lower pair being lobed. The flowers are white with rumpled petals.
The downy calyx is patent or reflexed, and its seginents are ovato-
coucave with a small point. With a glass only can the setae that
nestle in the hairiness be discovered. Anthers at first pale greenish-
yellow, becoming of a rich coffee-brown in maturity ; the styles
thickened upwards, yellowish-green, changing to pink and brown, and
becoming curved like a sickle previous to their fall.  Fruit black.

This is a common and a favourite species with me. There is no
figure of it in Weihe and Nees von Esenbeck’s great work. It is the
first of our Brambles in flower, and ornaments our hedges with its
pure white and copious blossoms. Dr. Bell Salter says that these are
“rather small,”” which is the case on some plants, but on more indi-
viduals they seem to exceed the flowers of all other species in size.
It is not rare to find flowers with 4, or even with 3 petals; yet
oftener they show a tendency to double. I have gathered specimens
with numerous petals near Penmanshiel ; and the bramble which
grows on a bank in front of the house at Foulden-deans, with double
flowers that rival those of the double-flowered Cherry, appears to
belong to this species.—The barren stems in autumn often take root
in the soil, and hence we find as often the shoot of the following
year with a rosette of leaves at its broken-off extremity.—There is
a variety with pink flowers. This always grows in shaded hedges
averse from the sun.

The R. corylifolius of Mr. Babington in Ann. and Mag. N. Hist.
Ser. 2, ii. p. 34, is apparently different from our plant.

170. R. macrorayLLus. Borrer in Hooker’s Brit. Fl. 1830, i.
p. 247.—In moist shaded deans and occasionally in old hedges. N.
In the dean at Twizell-house : in the wood on Belford Crags.

Barren stems very stout and much elongated, often branched, arching
nobly, obsoletely angular, dull green and only slightly browned on the
exposed side, smooth and glabrous or somewhat hairy, and armed with
numerous straight prickles which are of moderate size and dilated at
the base with a pungent point. Leaves 5-nate, large, thin and flexible,
dark green above and scarcely paler underneath, sparingly hairy, on a
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rather short triangulate hairy and prickly stalk which is thickened at
its origin, where there are a pair of very narrow comparatively small
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stipules : Leaflets all stalked and geniculate, unequally crenate, the
lateral pairs obovate, cuspidate ; the terminal one roundish-obovate,
cuspidate, narrower and sinuate at the petiole.—Flowering branches
large and elongated, often more than a yard in length, more or less
divided, the branchlets erecto-patent, roundish, hairy, armed with
small prickles : Leaves 5-nate, 4-nate, but mostly 3-nate, thicker than
those of the barren stems but of the same figure : Panicle downy with
elongated straight prickles, and a very few scattered stalked glands,
which are easily overlooked : Scgments of the calyx lanceolate, ulti-
mately retlexed: IFlowers white, often not numerous, aud many of
them abortive : Fruit large, becoming black in ripeness and very
juiey.

I find the young barren stems to be decidedly angular, and more
hairy than the old stem when it has become as thick as a man’s
thumb. Some of these stems have all the leaves quiuate, in others
they are all ternate; and the inferior surface is soft and almost pubes-
cent. When again the old stem throws off lateral branches, I find
many setee on soine of these side branches, probably from their being
more or less buried in the herbage around them.

I have been assured by three botanists separately that our plant is
the R. macrophyllus. It agrees well with Mr. Borrer’s description
of this species, excepting that he says the stem is ‘“furrowed,” which
it is only after beiug dried. It does not, however, agree with Weihe
and Nees von Esenbeck’s figure of R. macrophyllus, for not a leaflet
has a cuspidate apex in their plate, nor is this mentioned in the de-
scription.  Qur plant is more certainly their R. Schlechtendalii, 34.
tab. xi. ; and we have specimens in which the point of the sepals is
foliaccous and twisted in the bud. It is our largest Bramble; and is
surely distinet from R. rhamnifolius, with which, “in technical cha-
racters,” it almost agrees.

171. R. RHAMNIFOLIUS, “ caule decurvo angulato sulcato aculeato
glabro, foliis quinatis suborbiculatis cuspidatis subtus cano-tomentosis,
panicula composita et decomposita conferta ramis divaricatis, calycibus
patentibus basi aculeatis.””  W. and E. 22. tab. vi.

Hedges and brakes, common. N. Near Ford.— Barren stem arching,
dull green or puvplish, angular and suleate, smooth or only thinly
clothed with silky hairs ; prickles confined to the raised angles, equal
and stout, moderately numerous, yellowish with a dilated base, pointed
backwards or mearly straight. Leaves quinate, on a rather long
hairy striated stalk armed with numerous curved prickles which run
up on the midrib of the leaves: Stipules very narrow, ciliated : Leaf-
lets (fig. 3, a) all stalked, rigid, ovate, cuspidate, narrowed and sub-
cuneate at the base which is entire while the rest of the margins is
neatly but unequally serrate, the npper surtace green and sprinkled
with hairs, the lower greyish, pubescent, with hairy nervures.—Fertile
stems angular, naked, more or less blistered, with curved prickles
on the angles: flowering branches angular, hairy and prickly ; the
leaves ternate with ovate cuspidate leatlets : panicle straight and leafy,
with short patent branchlets which are few-flowercd,downy and prickly,
but not glandnlar: sepals with a short mucro. eglandulose, spreading,
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becoming reflexed in fruit.—This is a neat Bramble of average size,
with smaller leaves thau any of its congeners. The lower pair are
strongly bent backwards. It bears fruit freely.—The description of
Weihe and Nees von Lsenbeck answers better to our plant than their
figure.

172. R. corprrorivs.—Barren stem reddish, angular, striate
when dried, smooth with a few hairs; prickles of modcrate size and
number, straight, confined to the angles ; stipules narrow-lanceolate,
glandular ; leaves quinate, rather coriaccous, green on hoth sides,
even and alinost naked above, hairy on the nervures underneath, ser-
rate, entire towards the base; lower leatlets reflexed and stalked,
ovate, cuspidate, the terminal leatlet (fig. 3, 4) orbicular, cuspidate,
on a rather long pedicle :—The floweriug branch is villous, furrowed,
with patent or deflexed prickles, and ternate leaves ; the lower leaflets
often lobed, the terminal like that of the barren stem, but becoming
ovate on the panicle. Branchlets of the pauicle patent, villous with
a few stalked glands and many long prickles which are crowded at the
base of the calyvx; sepals downy, scarcely glandular, with a distinet
mucronate point ; petals white.—1I have a specimen from Lamlash in
Arran, identical with our Berwickshire plant, labelled by Mr. Babing-
ton R. cordifolius,—a name which I have adopted. In the last edition
of the Manual this is made synonymous with R. rhamnifolius ; but our
R. rhamnifolius and R. cordifolius are not the sane species.  And it
is distinguished from R. carpinifolius by the form of the leatlet, which,
in our plunt is cuspidate ; while in R. earpinifolins it tapers gradually
to the point. In hedges and copses, rare.

173. R. mucronatus, Bloxam in Ann. and Mag. N. Hist. Ser. 2.
vi. 491. Bab. Man. 97 ; Babington in Ann. cit. ix. 126.—Hedges
and copses, rare.—Barren stem arched or trailing, long and stout,
roundish or obsoletely angular, reddish-brown or dull green, distinctly
striated, very sparingly furnished with silky bairs and glandular setze,
more copiously with prickles, which are scattered, small, straight,
moderately enlarged at the base, purplish with yellow tips. Leaves
4-nate or 3-nate, on purple somewhat downy and glandular stalks
armed with curved yellowish prickles which run up the midrib of the
leaficts : these are staiked, green on both sides, with a few scattered
short hairs on the upper side, while the nervures and veins of the
under side are a little more hairy, the margins crenato-serrate, the
serratures ciliated and each tipped with a distinet muero; lower leatlets
lobed ; the terminal (fig. 8, ¢) roundish with a small sinus at the in-
sertion and a short cuxpulate point. Stipules small, narrow lanceolate,
glandular aud hairy. The barren stem is sbsent in my specimens. It
produces very long flower branches whieh are angulated, brown or dull
green, downy, armed with deflexed bristles, which are longer and
straight on the upper parts of the panicle and its side branchlets, but
not very numerous ; and the glandular setee are but sparingly visible
amidst the down. Leaves 3-nate, similar to those of the barren stem ;
the uppermost simple and ovate. Branchlets many-flowered, erecto-
patent ; the flowers rather small and white: calvx greyish-green,
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downy with almost sessile glands, reflexed, pointed with a very short
mucro.

I distinguish this large Bramble by its roundish sulcated stem, by
its small prickles, by its comparative baldness, by the fewness of its
setee and glands, and by its rounded naked leaves. These are not
quinate in any specimen I have seen. It seems to have some affinity
to the R. vulgaris 3. umbrosus of Weihe and Nees von Esenbeck ;
and, in the form of the leaflets, agrees pretty closely with their R.
fusco-ater, but differsin such other particulars as to render their con-
junction impossible.

174. R. CARPINIFOLIUS, “ caule decurvo anguloso aculeato parcius
piloso, ramo florigero piloso, foliis quinatis cordato-ovatis longe acu-
minatis argute duplicato-serratis, supra subpilosis, subtus velutino-
canis, panicula composita, ramis patulis apice corymbosis.” W, and
E.tab.xiii.—This is a conspicuous Bramble in our hedges, distinguished
:{ its long lithe purplish-brown shoots which are obtusely angled or

most round, even and glabrous, but roughish to the touch from
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obscure points and a few imperfect setee. The prickles are of moderate
size, not numerous, with a purplish dilated base and a straight yellow
{)Imf_’('nt point. The leaves are dark green, 5-nate, with flat spreading
eatlets, on a purple stalk armed with curved prickles and a few setee:
Leaflets all stalked decidedly, coriaceous, cordato-ovate, tapered to a
point, glabrous on the upper surface, hoary beneath with prominent
veins and hairy nervures, and the margin irregularly serrated with
purplish serratures (fig. 3, @). The flowering branches are elongated,
striate, hairy or villous with deflexed prickles and numerous glandular
setee. The sepals become perfectly reflexed, are glandular, and have
a rather Jong mucronate point. The flowers are pale pink, and con-
tinue to be evolved until late in autumu.

Dr. Bell Salter has a variety 3. roseus, in which the flowers are
bright rose-coloured. A bramble so distinguished is also met with in
our hedges; and in habit and mode of growth, it agrees with R.
carpinifolius ; bat I rather refer it to R. rhamnifolius because of the
shape of the leaves. The stem wants the asperities which are usually
found on that of R. carpinifolius; and there are only a very few glands
on the sepals and amidst the hirsuties of the panicle.

175. R. Levcostacnys.—In deans occusionally.  The following
deseription is made from specimens sent to me from Twizell-house hy
Mr. Selby :---Barren stem arching as usual, purplish-brown on the
exposed and dull green on the shaded side, hairy, angular, sulcate ;
the prickles rather numerous, of medium size, placod mostly on the
angles, with a reddish base and a yellow apex. Leaves ternate, rarely
H-nate, on a rather short hairy purplish stalk, armed with a few
recurved prickles which are continued up the midribs: Stipules linear-
lanceolate, hairy and ciliated, with sometimes a few marginal glands:
Leatlets on downy somewhat prickly stalks, green above with a very
few short scattered hairs, grevish-green beneath with hairy nerves and
veins, unequally and irregularly crenato-serrate, the inferior leaflets
more or less lobed, the terminal broadly ovate or cordato-ovate,
shortly cuspidate, the length little exceeding the extreme breadth.—
Flmwnng branches green, striated, and hrurv, with only a few small
deflexed prickles which become more elongated and herbaccous on
the upper parts: Leaves 3-nate, with large thin leaflets, not so lmlry
beneath as those of the barren stem but agreemv with them in form:
Branchlets patent or erecto-patent with from 7 to 3 flowers and with
stipular-like bractese, pubescent, without or with a very few glands :
Flowers rather large, pale rose: calyx hoary and glandular, the
segments reflexed after the fall of the petals, and pointed with a
minute mucro.—To this species I refer R. macroacanthus, R. villi-
caulis, and several varieties of R. vulgaris of the Rubi Germanici.

176. R. rupis. At the sides of woods on a heathy soil and in
deans. It is a common species in Pemnanshiel. 1 have never scen
it in & hedge.—A strong coarse bramble with powerful shoots that
curve in low arches or trail along the ground. The barren stem is as
thick as a man’s finger, green or dull-purple, with 5 prominent angles
so that the space between is concave or channeled, armed with nume-
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rous stout straight yellowish prickles (not all seated on the angles),
and with numerous sharp setze and short rigid hairs. The stipules
are narrow-lanceolate, eglandular. The connmon stalk of the leaf is
rather long, angular, hairy, eglandular, with sharp hooked prickles
pointing backwards, and running midway up the main rib of the leaf-
lets. These are all stalked, dark green and very sparingly hispid
above, a shade paler beneath and hairy on the veins and nervures, the
hairiness very short and inconspicuous. The lower leaflets are com-
paratively large, ovate ; the terminal one cordate or roundish and
pointed, the length not much excceding the broadest diameter ; the
margin coarsely crenate.—The old stem is angular, striate, rough
with old setee.  Flowering branch downy, with hooked prickles, and
ternate obovate irregularly serrated leaves. Panicle narrow, with
numerous pale pink flowers, on erect stalks having a considerable
number of setigerous glands.  Sepals reflexed, often prickly at the
base, pointed with a small mucro. ~ Bears a large quantity of frait.

177. R. rapura. A large Bramble with purplish stout shoots
that are often branched. Barren stem obsoletely angular, sulcate,
slightly hairy, very rough with unequal prickles, sharp setee and
glandular setee; prickles numerous, either straight or curved and
dechined, with a dilated base aud a sharp point: Leaves quinate,
large, on a purplish hairy and setose stalk armed with curved prickles,
and with very narrow stipules: Leaflcts rather finely serrated with
gangrened mucronate tips, green and naked above, hoary beneath and
hairy, the midribs prickly as well as the partial stalks : Lower leaflets
large, reflexed, from a stalk common to them and the intermediate
pair, which are ovate and narrowed at the base, but the terminal
leaflet is cordato-ovate, obliquely cuspidate. The young leaves are
very downy on the inferior surface.—Fertile stems rough and prickly,
suleate, almost round : Flowering branches elongated, angnlar, striate,
downy, armed with prickles which lengthen on the upper parts:
Leaves 3-nate, broadly ovate, the lower pair lobed : Panicle leafy, the
flower-stalks patent or erecto-patent, covered with a spreading hirsu-
ties, setze and stalked glands: Bractese entire, bi- or trifid. Calyx
greyish-green, with ovato-lanceolate segments which have a longish
poinut, and become strongly reflexed.  Flowers rather large, pink.

178. R. KoenLeri. Stem angular or obsoletely angular, brown,
striate, rough with hairs, setee and glands, and armed with nunerous
straight prickles which are not much dilated at the base: stipules
fringed with stalked glands: Leat-stalk purple, hairy, setigerons,
furnished with curved deflected prickles which frequently run up the
midrib of the leaflets : leaflets 5- or 3-nate when the lower are lobed
underneath, the terminal leatlet cordato-ovate, pointed, naked above,
the nervures of the under surface clothed with very short fine hairs.
—F. stem roundish, rongh but not hairy, with leaves which are
more thickly covered with silky hairs than those of the barren stem.
Panicle downy with numerous glandular setee. Calyx reflexed, glandu-
lar. Flowers pale pink. Bears a large crop of fruit. Grows in deans,
and cdges of natural woods.
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179. R. casivs, “caule procumbente tereti subpiloso pruinoso,
aculeis variis ineequalibus, foliis ternatis vel pinnato-quinatis foliolis
lateralibus sessilibus extrorsum saepe lobatis, floribus paniculato-co-
rymbosis, fructibus ceesiis.” W, and E. 102, tab, xlvi. A. et B.

In hedge-bottoms, on our river-sides in brakes, and on our sea-
bauks, where often it creeps down to meet the kiss of the spring-tide
wave.—This can searcely be mistaken for any other. The stems are
long, slender, round and trailing, of a dull colour covered more or
less with a glaucous bloom, and armed with numerous small unequal
decurved prickles, but without any hairs or glands. The lcaves are
light green, ternate, with lanceolate stipules sparingly glandulous on
the margin: leatlets subequal, the lower generally lobed, the terminal
broadly ovate rhomboidal, coarscly and unequally crenate, frequently
incised, green on both sides and hairy beneath on the nervures. The
flowering branchlets are sprinkled with stalked glands and straight
prickles.  The broad segments of the calyx have a long point; and
with us the flowers are always white.

The non-botanical world confound the preceding Brambles under
one common name—the LWrummel:-bervp-bush) *; and some of the
botanical world think that, i this imstance, the other world is in the
rightt. The species admitted into our catalogue appear to us to be
sutliciently distinct. Four or five of them may be found in almost
every hedge or dean; but the setigerous sorts prefer the edges of
natural \\omls, descrted guarries, and the bottom of old stone dikes.
It is easier, howewr, to detect their peculiar character when growing,
than to assign to specimens in the herbarium the name which the
learned have given them; and error, we willingly acknowledge, is
here & venial sin. TTumble-bees do not  discriminate between
them, for they visit the lowers of every species indiscriminately ; but
schoolboys know that the berries of some kinds are larger and more
luscious than those of others. These berries we were wont to call,
in onr school-days, 33lack-botw-ours. In Berwickshire they are more
commonly called ZBrummels or Wrummel- berries or Lummel-hites,
—names which imply, 1 suppose, a suspicion that the fruit is liable
to give those who indulge in them the gripes. They are gathered in
some places to be made into jam; and sometimes to be baked in
dumplings, and they are very good for either purpose. See Hone’s
Every Day Book, ii. p. 1116 $.—When cows are hide-bound, a decoction
of the leaves and stalks cures the atfection. The dried shoots, being
split, are used in the making of bee-hives, for the purpose of binding

* Thomas Aird says that, in Roxburghshire, the Bramble is culled
Ladies’-Garters |

t Koch, Fl. Germ. 210: Hooker and Arnott, Brit. Fl. 120.

1 In 1364 the Viear of Norham receives tithe of Thistles and of * Bram-
ble herries of the larger size.”” Rame’s N. Durham, p. 273.—A very sin-
gular proof of the early use of these fruits has been {mcly published. A
mass of secds was taken from the stomach of a body of an early Briton dis-
interred from a tumulus m Dorsetshire. The sceds were sown, vegetated,
and produced a Rasp! Gard. Chronicle, Sept. 25, 1852, Notes and Que-
ries, vi. pp. 324 and 471,
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together the straw ; and they are very suitable from their length,
flexibility, and toughness.

These critical Rubi are rare in our eclevated muir districts: they
scarcely occur in the Lammermuirs, however plentiful on the out-
skirts; and the Rasp only ascends into the ravines and wooded deans.
They seem also to be sparingly distributed in the ow-of-the-Merse.
Otherwise they are common enough, and ornamental in hedges, where
they are the successors of the Roses, and wherein they aid the thorn
in 1its oftice. So far they are uscful,—no further. To argue, as
Benjamin Stillingfleet does, in the following passage, may seem good
in the eyes of an amiable coterie, but it is to put natural theology to
the blush. ¢ Besides,” says the good philanthropist, <“it is a rare
thing to see fences without brambles; they scem stationed there by
Providence, to shew for what purpose they were intended. They
bear fruit that is pleasing enough to draw the country people and
children, who are not used to delicacies, to eat them : and, as it that
were not sufficient to raise our attention, they are continually catching
those who approach too near by their clothes, goading them in the
flesh, and even laying snares for their feet if neglected, in short, doing
every thing to shew their end, all but saving, Do you not sce we
were made to fence your ground?’ Surely all these circumstances
should be sufficient to rouse us, and make us consider whether they
might not be turned to this use. Yet hitherto they have been neg-
lected ; and only looked upon as a curse upon the ground, as they
are called in Scripture : and so they are to those who do not love to
labour for themselves, according to the original curse pronounced
upon man: * In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” ” Select
Works, ii. p. 616.

180. R. saxativis, B. Lees’-cleugh, a wooded ravine near
Langton-lees’ farm-house, plentiful, Rev. Thos. Brown. In Black-
burnrigg dean int‘erminglct{, with our R. plicatus; and sparingly in
Bushiel dean, J. Hardy.—N. On Cheviot in Dunsdale, and above
Langley-ford. Aug.

181. R. cuam.eMorus. Grows in profusion on the higher parts
of Cheviot and of Hedge-hope. It flowers in June. The fruit ripens
in autumn and is called $00ps, Linot or Lnout-berry.

182. FrAGARIA vEsca. ULy Strawberrp.  On the swmy side
of deans, in open spots in plantations, and at hedge bottoms in many
places.— May-June.

183. CoMARUM PALUSTRE. Sphagnous bogs and marshy places
in moors, frequent.  June-July.

154, PoTENTILLA ANSERINA. &ilber-tuec : Goose-grass: Jfair-
vapg, probably because it expands its bright flowers only in clear
weatherandin sunshine.—Common on road-sides and in poor pastures,
flowering throughont the summer. The flower has a sweet smell,
while that of P, reptans, otherwise so alike, is scentless.  The leaves
are beautiful at all seasons, but, as I think, most so in the later autumn,
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when they have assumed the fine yellow tint which precedes their
decay.

185. P. ARGENTEA. Dry gravelly places, rare. B. Road-sides
west of Stitchell, not common, Dr. R. D. Thomson. Stitchell Lynn,
Dr. F. Donglas.

186. P. verna. Rare. N. DPlentiful on Spindlestone hills.
May.

187. P. rerrans. Road-sides and borders of ficlds in stony places,
not uncommon. June-Aug.

188, P. FracartasTRUM. Woods, deans, and hedge-bauks, every-
where. Itappears partial to braes covered with the Sloe. April, May.

189. TORMENTILLA OFFICINALIS = Potentilla tormentilla. Tor-
mentil.—Muirs and barren pastures, very common. June-July.—
The Cheviot herds call the Tormentil the Glue- Baisp. In the Lam-
mermuirs the root is called the Shephard’s-Ainot, and is used, when
boiled in milk, for the cure of diarrheea. The plant itself, under the
name JFflesh-anv:Blood, is a popular astringent medicine for children.
For this purpose it is collected and dried. 33looW-root is another
name for the plant; and both names are obviously derived from the
disease it is administered to cure, viz. the dysentery. It is also given
to sheep to cure them of the braxy, and of a singular disease called
the ““ Loupin-ill,”” from one of its most obvious symptoms ; for when

a person goes up to asheep affected with it, the animal leaps into the
air as if suddenly surprised, and falls down exhausted aud apparently
dead.

The TORMENTILLA REPTANS has been stated to grow in Berwick-
shire, but I have seen no specimens ; and as the species is a critical
one, I omit it from the register until future observations confirm its
claim.

190. ALcHEMILLA vuLGaris. Kadp'sAHantle. Common at
road-sides; wastes, especially on the waste gronnd at the sides of our
burns; and in pastures, owering in June.—'The Rev. Charles Abbot
thinks this ¢ the most elegant plant *” of all our natives. Fl. Bedf.
36. This elegance, combincd with the shape of the leaf, undoubtedly
suggested the English name of the herb, and its dedication to *our
Lady.” From the shape of the leaves, the plant has been also called
Puck-foot, and, in the north, Bear’s-foot. See Raii Syn. 1358.

191. A. arvENnsis.  In light gravelly ficlds, and on dikes capped
with earth, ecommon. May.—Sometimes called by the common
people, I3owel-hive-grags, and administered, in infusion or decoction,
to children labouring under the “ hives,”” which is a species of chromc
diarrhcea. G. Henderson. It is probably a useful medicine, havin
the same properties as A. vulgaris, which are somewhat tonic ang
astringent. Lindley’s Introd. Nat. Syst. p. §1.

192. SANGUISORRA OFFICINALIS. Don’s Gard. Dict. ii. 594.
Rare. B. In the bed of the Tweed below Birgham, sparingly.—R.
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Fields at Lurdenlaw near Kelso, Dr. F. Douglas. About the base of
the Eildon hills. Scpt.

193. PoTERIUM SANGUISORBA. Burnet.—B. Mr. James Mitchell,
during an excursion of the Club, 19th May 1833, picked a single
specimen on the bank above Coldingham lough. This was the first
intimation of the plant being a native of Berwickshire. Several years
afterwards it was found abundantly by Professor Balfour near St.
Abb’s Head, between the promontory and the Pcase dean. DBot.
Gazette, i. p. 78. And, at a later date, Mr. Hardy discovered it on
the sea-banks at Burnmouth, where the Club has seen it growing in
profusion over a large extent of ground.—N. On Spindlestone hills.
June.

194. AgrimoN1a EUPATORIA. @Agrimonp.—Borders of fields
and on dry banks, common. June, July.—The dried herb is used
as a sort of medicinal astringent tea. The flowers have a delicious
smell, something between that of the orange and lemon.

195. Rosa spinosissima.  With. Bot. Arrang. ii. 465.—Var. a.
inermis ; Flower-stalks and fruit smooth:—g8. Hystriz ; Flower-
stalks and fruit bristly :—y. ciphiana; Flowers red.—The Cat-
hep.—Sandy sea-banks, deans, and hedges. The only Rose found
wild in Holy Island. The two first varieties are common, and from
them are derived the numerous varieties of the Scotch Rose cultivated
in gardens. The variety with rose-coloured or pink flowers, the
flower-stalks hispid, and the leaflcts obovate-retuse, grows among
whins in Bushiel dean, J. Hardy; and in the Suail’s-clcugh, a ravine
which divides Berwickshire from East-Lothian above Crancshaws.
Itis the Rosa ciphiana of Sir Robert Sibbald ; and its beauty seduced
him to sing its praise in a Sapphic ode more distinguished for length
than for poetry. See Scot. Illustr. p. ii. lib. i. p. 61.  June, July.

196. R. graciLis. B. In a hedge at Lamberton Shiels. June.

197. R. Samint.  B. On a bank close by the railway at Covey-
heugh near Reston Station, intermixed with R. spinosissima. June.
—This and the preceding constitate the R. Sabini of Mr. Borrer.
Sce Hooker’s Brit. Flora (1830), p. 229.—Resembles R. spinosissima
in habit and mode of growth, but it is a larger plant with larger
leaves.

198. R.viLLosa. In deans and by water-courses, not uncommon.
A variety with smaller flowers than usual, and of a white colour,
grows on the road-side between Berrington and Barmoor. In habit
this variety closely resembles R. ceesia.

199. R. tomExTOosa. The Tily Rode, and, in some parts of
Berwickshire, the THily Sivect-Wrere, for the perfume of the leaves

emulates faintly that of its cultivated relative. Common in hedges
and deans,-

‘“ Where the Rose in all her pride,
Paints the hollow dingle side.”

It has either rose-coloured or white flowers; and the variety named
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R. scabriuscula by Winch has, “when half inwrapt, and half to view
reveal’d,” peculiarly attractive buds and flowers richly tinted with
red and white. This is common in our district on sunward banks.

10. R. rubiginosa. The Eglantine or Sivect-Briar, or simply the
Brere.~—

“ And I, that all these plesaunt sightis se,
Thought suddenly I felt so swete an air
Of the Eglentere, that certainly
There is no hert (I deme) in such dispair,
Ne vet with thoughtis froward and contraire
So overlaid, but it should sone have bote
If it had onis felt tlus suvour sote.”—CHAUCER.

Often planted in hedges; and is occasionally found on banks in deans.
It may be a native; but its original is obscured by the veils which
progress in culture throws over such plants as have come under man’s
protection and favour.

200. K. Borrerri=R. dumetorum, Eng. Bot. tab. 2579.=R.
inodora, Brit. Fl. 130.—N. In the wood at the base of Yevering Bell;
and on the east declivity of Kyloe crags.

201. R. cesia, Fl. Berw. ii. 251.—B. On the bank above the
road leading to Whiteadder bridge. A single bush, nor has the species
been noticed in any other locality in the district. July.

202. R. sARMENTACEA. Hedges and deans, frequent. July.

203. R. ptmeTORUM. Deans and brakes. B. Sea-banks below
Lamberton Shiels. June-July.

204. R. Forsteri. Rare. D. Ancroft dean. July.
205. R. canina.  Dog-ARose: Briar-WRoge: the Bog-hep.—

Hedges and thickets of natural wood, common.  June, July.—It has
been ascertained that this specics will survive at least 800 years
(ITumboldt’s Views of Nature, p. 275),—an unexpected comment on
the poet’s fancy that
“ The Rose has but a summer's reign,
The Daisy never dies!”

The young and juicy shoots of R. canina, and of the allied species,
are pecled by truant school-boys and chewed,—rather as a reliet from
ennui, than to gratify the taste, or appease the appetite. The stems
furnish them with bows. These are also occasionally used to make
hoops for casks. Our children “make chaines and other pretty gew-
gawes of the fruit ’:—

¢ She sate her down, unseen, to thread
The scarlet berry’s mimic braid.”—S81r W. ScorT.

And often they eat them, first carefully picking and puffing out the
hair-enveloped seeds, for well they know that it the hairs get into the
neck a youkiness (itch) is the disagreeable consequence*. Is the

¢ “ That all-devouring gourmand, the schoolboy, who crams every cru-
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fruit not worth a place in our desserts? Linnseus says, * Baccee ex-
acinatee cum vino juscula constituunt nostratibus receptissima.” FIL
Suce. p. 171.

Our wild Roses obey much the same laws in their distribution as
the Brambles. R. tomentosa ascends the Cheviots higher than any
other. The species intermingled occupy the district from the deans
in our elevated boundary to the sea-shore; but it is in lowland open
deans, and in unclipt and untended hedges, of which we fortunately
have several that line by-roads, or roads which traftic has forsaken,
that they shoot up in freedom their cany boughs, and flush the
sulstice with beauty. Nothing can be more exhilarating than a hedge
bourgeoned with their gracetul arches, glowing with a erowd of flowers
in bud and in blow * ; and looking thereupon I have learned to enter
with more entire sympathy into others’ bereavement, as well as to
Milton’s complaint, that there was blank to them, and to him,

“ Or light of vernal bloom, or summer’s rose.”

The botanical rambler in our deans will frequently meet with groups
of thorn, hazel and sloe, enwreathed with honeysuckle and arched with
roses, which may have been the very types whence the poets have
drawn the following true pictures:

“The Hawthorn here,
With moss and lichen grey, dies of old age :
Up to the topmost brauches climbs the Rose,
And mingles with the fading blooms of May,
While round the Briar the Honeysuckle-wreaths
Entwine, and with their sweet perfume embalm
The dving rose.”—JaMEes GRAHAME.

..... “and there Wild Briers enwreath'd
With honey-suckles wild, brimful of life,
Now trail along, and clamber up and till
The air with odours, by short sf;eping bee
Already visited.”—J. WiLsoN.

206. MEsSPILUS OXYACANTHA = Cratagus oxvacantha. Don’s
Gard. Dict. ii. 600. The Thorn : Mawthorn: Watw-tree; and the
fruit are called #atug.—The name is derived from the Anglo-Saxon
Hiia, which significs a hedge,—and furnishes a proof as to the verv
early period in which the shrub was applied to a purpose for which
long experience has shown no other is so well adapted, and for which
it is now almost exclusively employed in our district. In 1361, to

dity into his maw, from the sour mouth-serewing crab up (though down in
literal position) to the Swedish turnip, swectened by the frost, riots in the
luxury of the hip, caring not how much the downy seeds may canker and
chap the wicks of his mouth, and render his nails an aunoyance in seratching
his neck.”—THoMAR AIRD.

* ¢« Once upon a time, when I was fishing on the Tweed, hetween Old
Melrose and Dryburgh, I saw, after a thunder-storm, a slip of dewy sunlight
streatning down through a wild-rose bush, on the bauk, all a-blush with
roses. I thought it the sweetest sight 1 had ever seen in nature.”—THos.
Arp. Memoir of D. M. Moir, p. exxviii.—The Wild-Rose was Delta’s
favourite flower.
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defend the villages of N. Durham against the raids of the Scotch
moss-troopers, hedges were ordered to be planted around the * little
closes or crofts ” lying hardbye the village ; and the hedge was to be
““a dooble set of quicksett and some ashes.”” Quicksett 13 the name
still given to the voung planted thorns; and any doubt as to the
meaning is removed by the further order to each tenant *“to sow
haws and shaffs of ashe for seven yeares to come.” Raine’s N. Dur-
ham, p. xxxii.—The plantation of hedges for peaceful purposes suc-
ceeded, and has been commensurate with the progress of agriculture,
so that there is no plant which contributes more to give a character
to the existing landscape. And it is not easy to overrate the whole-
some influence of the hawthorn, in early summer especially, on the
population itsclf ; for then it is radiating from every road, and lane,
and footpath, a stream of incense and of beauty which nor young nor
old can resist,— a balm than which that of Gilead is not more virtuous.
Nothing which gives us a happy hour can be insignificant. There is
a pleasure in secing our nice hoys and girls carrying home flowered
branches of the Thorn, albeit this attempt to prolong the outdoor en-
joyment is often a fruitless one. It is atall events a visible testimony
to the ascendency and power of the shrub over them and their hap-
piness.

Further ¢ in this northern district,” the Hawthorn is “ oue of the
greatest accessories to the beauty and scenery of our denes and decp
ravines, and few that are at all wooded but owe a great portion of
their interest to the presence of this tree ; asa proof of its effect in
such localities, we maght instance the ravines in the neighhourhood of
the Pease-bridge, on the great northern road between Berwick and
Edinburgh, where large and ancient Thorns are seen mixed with a
few detached and knarled oaks, the vacant spaces enriched with the
golden blossoms of the whin.”” Selby, Brit. For. Trees, p. 70.—
There are also many fine Thorns cherished in the policies or grounds
surrounding the residences of our gentry; and many in the haughs
which lie along the sides of our waters. These atford a favourite con-
cealment in which the Thrush secks to build her nest :

¢ Within von milk-white hawthorn bush,
Amang her nestlings sits the thrush;
Ier faithfu’ mate will share her toil,
Or wi’ his song her cares beguile.”

Our thickest and wildest deans too contain abundance of Thorn ;
and it is found occasionally, in small groups or solitary, on our moors,
but stunted and hung in a livery of grey lichens,—a kind of garniture
which also gives character to the miserable hedges of those districts,
where the soil and climate prove only favourable to the parasites. On
the sides of our highest hills also an occasional Thorn catches the
eye and serves as a sort of land-mark to the shepherd. They grow
generally on a rough stony spot, or on a cairn; and are cankered
stunted productions with small leaves and few or no flowers ; or, if
the site is exposed to the east winds or the northern gales, the shrub
lies squat to the ground with tortuous brauches, intertwisted closely,
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so as to form almost a seat, and covered partially with the small-
leaved purplish Jungermanuia.

There are some Thorns in our district which call for specific men-
tion. (1.) B. ThHe Poliwvart Thorn—familiar to the reader of the
Ballad poetry of Scotland :

“ At Polwart on the green
If you’ll meet me the morn,
Where lasses do conveen
To dance about the Thorn.””—A. RamMsav*.

The custom was for new-married couples, with their fricnds, to dance
around this Thorn on the eve of their marriage. It originated, as we
shall have future occasion to tell, in a rude age, and at a remote but
uncertain era; and was only relinquished towards the end of the
past century. The last couple who performed the time-honoured rite
are yet in life, far advanced in years. There were originally two
thorn-trees which stood near the middle of the village, at about six
yards’ distance from each other. Neither of these now exist. The
last of them was blown down several years ago, and its trunk is pre-
served in the cellar of Marchmont-Uouse. Chambers’ Picture of
Scotiand, p. 13.  From its root a successor has arisen; and another
bush near it has been apparently a secdling. Neither of the descend-
ants have any beauty, for they have not been kindly nursed nor
cared for ; but they are notwithstanding worthy of preservation, and,
as the villagers take a pride in them, so let us hope that the proprietor,
and descendant of an ancient house, will indulge them in their pride,

* The authorship of the Song is disputed.  See “ The Songs of Scotland,”
published by Wood and Co., Edin. 1849, it. p. 119.—Miss Elizabeth Bell
writes me : “An old song on the subject, perhaps now supposed Allan
Ramsay’s, was written by my Great-Great Grandfather, at that time a pro-
prietor of the greater part of the neighbouring parish of Fogo, and the
Grandfather of Thomson the Poct. Thomson in right of his mother,
Beatrix Trotter, succecded to Widehope, among the lower Cheviots near
Yetholm, and there 1s known to have written his ¢ Winter’ before he went
to London. This property became my Father's, as the nephew and heir
of the Poet, but unfortunately, owing to his having a large fannly and small
stipend, he was obliged to sell it about 60 years ago.”—-The father of Miss
Bell—James Bell, D.D.—was minister of the parish of Coldstream from
1778 to 1794, where he died Yth August in the 50th year of his age. He
appears to have been a botanist, for, in his account of the parish, he remarks
that,—* Plants in far greater variety are to be found in the lower parts of
Clvdesdale and Renfrewshire than in this parish and its neighbourhood.
This part of the Merse and downwards along Tweed, is not a rich field for
a botanical journey.”” Stat. Acc. Scotland, iv. p. 415.—The infercnce 1
drew from this passage has been confirmed by s daughter, who tells me
that he was, from hoyhood. very fond of the study, and at the time of his
death was preparing a work on the subject. Ile was an accomplished
scholar, devoted to literature, science, and the fine arts; and he was a
Fellow of the Roval Society of Kdinburgh. e published a volume of
“ Sermons preached before the University of Glasgow,” Lond. 1790; and
had made great progress in writing a Life of Thowmson, which his early
death arrested.  Unfortunately the materials he possessed have been lost.
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and maintain in healthy vigour those monuments of the gallant
chivalry of the founder.—(2.) R. A not less famous Thorn—* the
Eeldon Tree,”’—grew at Earlstoun or Erceldoune, associated with one
of Thomas the Rhymer’s prophecies :

¢ This Thorn-tree, as lang as it stands,
Earlstoun sall possess a’ her lands.”

This tree was blown down by a high wind in the spring of 1821.
Chambers’ Popular Rhymes, p. 8: Trans. Berw. N. Club, i. 146.—

¢ Mecthinks the visioned bard I see
Beneath the mystic Eildon Tree,
Piercing the mazy depths of ‘Tune,
And weaving thence prophetic rhyme ;
Beings around him that had birth
Neither in Heaven, nor yet on earth ;
And at his feet the broken law
Of Nature, through whose chinks he saw.”-—Mo1r.

D. Zavpthorne. The name of this onstead was conferred so recently
as 1712, but the Thorns from whicli the name was derived appear to
have been of long previous existence. They occupied about a quarter
of an acre in the middle of a pasture ficld, but the clump was reduced
to a few old and withered shrubs when, in 1827, the late Mr. Wilkie
replanted the plot and surrounded it with a fence. It was the custom
for passers-by to suspend upon the branches of the original thorns
fragments of cloth and rags of any kind. Raine’s N. Durham, p. 232.
The custom is discontinued, but many now alive remember it*.
On inquiring at one of these as to the object of the votive offering,
the answer was—** Weel —I don’t know—something I suppose about
the witches.” More likely it was suspended to propitiate or please
the ¢ good people.”” The place is one seemingly more fit for their
moonlight revels than for the sorceries of the sisters of Hecate.

Boys in autumn go out in groups to gather the ripened Haws, and
they look out eagerly for those with double stones, which they dignify
with the name of Bull-Paws. Having sucked the pulp from the
stone, they amuse themselves by blowing the latter at each other
through their pop-guns, made from the hollow stalks of the hemlock.
Haws, they believe, are apt to fill the teeth with lies; for the number

* Instances proving a prevalence of a similar custom over Britain, and
the Old World in general, may be seen in Brand's Popular Antiquities, ii.
p- 380. [ may add one which shows that it extended to the New World
also. In the * Journal of an Expedition to the Mauvaises Terres and the
Upper Missouri in 1850, by Thaddeus A. Culbertson, it is stated, on
the authority of Mr. Mackenzie, who had had *“great opportunity for
learning the customs and habits of the Indians,” that  while they have no
priests nor regular rehigious system, they all worship something—they offer
sacrifices of cloth and other articles to the Great Spirit, and this is done by
simply casting them into the prairies, with some form of prayer I suppose.
Searlet cloth 1s generally preferred for this, also ealico with red in it, and
sheet-iron kettles that have not been used.” Report of the Smithsonian
Institution for 1350, p. 89.
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of “lees” that a boy has told that day is reckoned by the number
of black specks on the teeth, and the absence of specks vindicates his
innocence.—An abundant crop of haws betokens a severe winter :

“ Mony hawes
Mony snaws*.”

There is something very pleasing in this belief, which must have been
born when man’s affections are most kindly stirred, during a Christmas
storm; and the trusty faith that gave it birth keeps it yet alive,
despite many observations to the contrary. ¢ It is an observation
amongst countrey people, that years of store of Ilawes and Hips do
commonly portend cold winters ; and they ascribe it to God’s pro-
vidence, that, as the Scripture saith, reacheth even to the falling of
a sparrow ; and much more is like to reach to the preservation of

birds in such season.”’ —Bacon. ’T were crucl to eradicate such a
belicf.

11. Pyrus malus. Don’s Gard. Dict. ii. 623.— Crab-apple :
Scvogs or Scrog-apple.—Frequent in old hedges and very orna-
mental. May-June.—The parent of all the numerous varieties of
Apples at present cultivated.

207. Pyrus aucupraria. {Hountain-Ash: Rown or Quicken-
tree.— May—June.—The Roan-tree grows wild at the sides of all our
clear and brattling burns in hilly districts, where, however, it does not
attain the size it grows to in our sheltered deans. Here it frequently
becomes a tree of the second or third magnitude, with a form gene-
tally devoid of that stiffness and round-topped outline it usunllv
assimes under cultivation, or as seen in dressed and garden grounds.”
Selby, Brit. For. Trees, p. 771. We have observed that it shows a
preference to the rocky sides of the little cascades or linns of our
burns, where it han;:s in calmness o’er the flood below,” with an
airy gracefulness peculiar to itself ; and Wordsworth appears to have
made the same observation :—

“The mountain Ash
No eye can overlook, when mid a grove
Of vet unfaded trees she hfts her head
Decked with autumnal berries, that outshine
Spring’s richest blossoms ; and ye may have marked
By a brook side or solitary tarn,
How she her station doth adorn ;—the pool
Glows at her feet, and all the gloomy rocks
Are brightened round herl.”

* Chalmers’ Popular Rhymes, p. 37.

t “ On the high and rocky bnnk of the Blackadder, close to Blackadder
house, there formerly existed a very fine Rowan-tree, which was blown
down by a high wind about 11 or 12 years ago. It measured about R feet
in circumference, and was of a proportionate height. It was supl)osed savs
my informant, to have been the largest Rowan-tree in Scotland.” G. Hen-
derson. May 2nd, 1836,

1 Linnaus’ deseription of this tree is very characteristic of his happy
sty le and observation: “ Arbor brevioris fvi, minus topiaria, vere et
autumno leta, media sestate tristis.”’—Flor. Suec. p. 168,
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The sweet-smelling corymb of flowers is resorted to, in its season,
by numerous insects ; and the Thrush-tribe greedily devour the
berries. I have never seen these used in Berwickshire as a bait to
snare the birds, as Sir Robert Sibbald tells us was once the custom in
Scotland : ““Ex setis caud® (equorum) finguntur laquei, quibus
appensis baccis Sorbi aucuparize autumno turdelee, meruli et rubecula:
capiuntur.” Scot. Illust. n. lib. 3. p. 6. In our moor districts the
berries are called 33¢bbens ; and children are frightened from eating
them by being told that they will draw the entrails together,—and
the astringency of the fruit comes in aid of the mother’s caution.
Housewives there pickle them for garnishing dishes in winter ; and,
on an autumn holiday, children string them into laces of beads.

14. P. aria. White Beam-tree.—In plantations. July.

208. EPiLoBIUM ANGUSTIFOLIUM. Stephens in Ann. and Mag.
N. Hist. viii. 170; and Leighton in Ibid. p. 403. French-Willow.
—B. In the ravine above Ross; in Dulaw-dean; and on the sea-
banks between it and Redheugh. On the banks of the Whiteadder
from Claribad to above Hutton-mill. Banks of the Tweed above
Coldstream, R. Embleton.—N. In the Cheviots, on the banks of the
Common Burn ; above Langley-ford ; and in Dunsdale.—Wherever
it grows, the French-Willow is abundant ; and very glorious to see
when in flower. This, when in bud, is strougly deflexed and ap-
pressed, patent when fully blown, and erecto-patent when in fruit.
The plant has been introduced into the garden, where its perinanence
is secured as much by its rooty habit as by its showiness. July.

Between Hutton-ha’ mill and Hutton mill the Whiteadder makes
a fine semicircular sweep, defined, on the sonthern side, by a high,
steep, scarry, and partially wooded bank, which overlooks a pretty
half-reclaimed haugh on the north side. On the bank the French-
Willow grows in profusion, with the Wood-Vetch; and the young
botanist may gather the following species on the haugh :—

Malva moschata. Myosotis caspitosa.

Symphytum otficinale. —— palustris.

Sium angustifolium. Scirpus lacustris.

Galium Witheringii. Potamogeton pusillum.

Trifohum fragiterum. Scheenus compressus.

Sparganium ramosum. Anacharis alsinastrum.
simplex.

209. E. mirsutuM.  Runlets by way-sides, and the channels of
small burns in the lowlands are, in August, choked in many places
by the luxuriant growth of this beautiful species. It also fringes the
sides of many of our ponds, and of our waters, in places where the
soil 18 wet and muddy.

210. E. parvIFLORUM. Watery places, frequent. July.

211. E. moNTaANUM. Deans, woods and hedge-bottoms ; and on
old walls, especially on those over which water trickles.—The variety
B. verticillatum, distinguished by having three leaves in a sort of
whorl, occurs occasionally in our district.  July-Sept.
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212. E. paLusTRE. See Bot. Gazette, 1. p. 12; Iardy in Ibid.
p- 133, and in Ann. and Mag. N. Ifist. Ser. 2. iii. p. 424.—Frequent
m bogs. Aug., Sept.—A small pubescent variety grows commonly
on the Lammermuirs about Godscroft *,—an old and intcresting
hamlet on Monnienut-burn above Abbey St. Bathans. It is the
birth-place of David Hume, author of the < History of the House
and Race of Douglas aud Angus.””  He was born there prior to 1360.
Nee the prefatory notice to his *“de Familia Humise Wedderburnensi
Liber.”” Edin. 1839 : Stat. Acc. Berwicks. p. 108 : M‘Crie’s Life of
A. Melville, ii. p. 323-5; and p. 329.

213. E. TerraGoNUM. Marshy places, not uncommon.

214. E. vircarum. Fries Sum. Veg. Scand. i. 177 : Bab. Man,
p- 114 Ann.and Mag. N. Hist. ix. 340.—B. Oonzy bogs, or “jogly
beds,” on the side of Mouniennt-burn at Godscroft. July.

215. E. ansintronivm.  “ Ad rivulos in lateribus montis Che-
viotre in Northumbria Angliz observavi,”” Ray, Hist. Plant. i. 862.
It chokes the sykest that lead to the Colledge 1 and burns flowing
down the Henhole and Dunsdale ravines of the great Cheviot.—Ray
referred this plant to E. alpinum.  He was followed by Hudson (F1.
Ang. edit. 1. p. 142) ; and by Robson in his Br. Flor. p. 94. The
authors of the Botanist’s Guide through Northumberland and Dur-
ham found reason to distinguish it, and they suggested the trivial
name ceespitosum.  “In winter it is not deciduous, but forms wide-
spreading matted tutts of swall leaves, among which fibrous roots
shoot out, as in proliferous plants. The flower-stems are partially
decumbent, eylindrical, at first simple, afterwards much branched,
and furnishe({with numerous elliptical, slightly toothed, soft leaves;
the flowers are few, and the style undivided.” Bot. Guide North. ii.
p- v.—Mr. Dawson Turner was of opinion that the plant was a
““ starved variety of E. montannm, arising from the elevated situa-
tion.”” Turn. and Dillw. Guide, ii. p. 471.—Wahlenberg considers
it merely a variety of E. alpinum (Fl. Lapp. p. 9.), deriving, we
presume, its luxuriant character from its descent to lower grounds;

* Sometimes pronounced Gowkscroft. It may have been ¢ the Gnde-
man's eroft”” originally, viz. that portion of land set aside as the property
of the archfiend.  Sce Sir W, Scott’s Demonology., p. 890,

+ The synonym of sick or sitch, an English word now obsolete, and
which was u translation of the barbavous Latin words Sichetum or Sikettus,
See Notes and Queries, vi. 364.—1 find that in our district a runlet or
small burn is also called by some a letch. My frieud Mr. Home hes given
me an illusteation of its use.  In an agreement about Grangeburn Mill,
10 Nov. 1652, the lessees thercof “are to have their bounders fromn the
south end of the Quarrve above the said Milne where a greate giay ground
stone is lveing there beside it on the north side of the Mill damm and from
thenee all along by the brink of the hank till they come to the Milne-house
and from thence along by an old dyke on the north side of the said Milne
evenly doun Southward to the Letch below the said Milne.”

t Usually spelt College, but wrongly, says Mr. Carr in Trans. Tynes.
Nat. Club. 1. 347.

VOL. I. G
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. and the late excellent Professor Graham* says : *“ Perfectly distinct
as the extremes of this and E. alpinum are, I picked specimens in
several parts of our route which I find it difficult to distinguish from
either.”” Edinb. New Plul. Journ. x. p. 374.— Professor Hooker ex-
presses a like opimon, Brit. Flora, edit. 4, p. 162 ; but Professor
Arnott appears to consider them as distinct species. Brit. F1. p. 130.

216. E. aLpiNnum. “ Near springs and rivulets on Cheviot hills,”
Gough's Camden, iii. p. 525.—It is evident that E. alsinifolium is
here intended ; but Dr. F. Douglas picked specimens of what he be-
lieved to be the true E. alpinum in Dunsdale near the very source of
the Colledge. Subsequently, ona Club excursion, I gathered several
specimens m this locality, between which and specimens of the Scottish
E. alpinum I could detect no difference.

217. Circ.eA LUTETIANA.  Shaded deans and woods, frequent.
B. On the cast it is abundant in the Pease-dene ; and on the west in
Redpath dene, &e. July-Aug.

218. Hipruris vuLGARis. Stoke’s Bot.Comment.i. 9.—Marshes
and sides of ponds, not common, B. In the pond below Belville farm
in the parish of Eccles, Rev. A. Baird. Lithtillum loch, and Fer-
neyrig marsh, Dr. R. D. Thomson. In mosses on Coldingham moor,
J. Hardy. On the muirs between Greenlaw and Gordon.—D. Lear-
mouth bog, Dr. F. Douglas.—Summer.

219. MyR10PHYLLUM spICATUM. In pouds and slow running
water, common. Aug.-Sept.

220. Lytnrum saLicaria.  In rough bogs, sides of marshes
and of ditches, not common, but distributed over the district. Aug.
A very beautiful plant, yet undistinguished by a name.

221. Pepris porTULA.  Watery places, uncommon. B. In a
ditch on the Tower-farm near Cockburnspath, Rev. A. Baird. Near
the head of Lemington dene ; Pease-dean, A. A. Carr. In a water-
course near Quixwood, J. flardy. Ditch between Muirmontrig and
Stoneshiel, Dr. llood.  Langstrather bog, J. Hardy. Grecnlaw
muir.

222, MoNTIA FONTANA. Watery p]aces, spring-heads, and by
the sides of runlets on a gravelly soil, common. It loves moors, and
ascends the Cheviot nearly to the summit, where its greatly superior
size and luxuriance prove how well the alpine height suits its cha-
racter. See Fl. Berw. i. 32. :

223. RuoproLa rosta = Sedum Rhodiola. Wahl. Fl. Lapp.
275.—O0n the coast of Berwickshire in many places, but especially
abundant and luxuriant in Dulaw dean. N. Head of Henhole, Che-
viot, Dr. F. Douglas. June-July.—Often to be met with in gardens,
where it is sometimes called #ral-all, for the leaves are applied to
recent cuts of a slight nature.

* For a short biographical notice of this frank, kind-hearted, honest and
genial professor sce Ann. and Mag. N. list. xvi. p. 69; xix. p. 192,
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224. SepumM TELEPHIUM. Orpyne: Orpin: @rpits. Very
rare. B. On the borders of a field one mile N. of Eyemouth, spa-
ringly, Rev. A. Baird. Near Coldingham on road-sides.—R. In
the vale of the Bowmont, Rev. A. Baird.— Cultivated in rustic gar-
dens, for Orpy-leaves are a popular vulnerary. For some curious
customs associated with the plant see Brand’'s Pop. Antiquities, i.
p- 329.

225. 8. virrostM. B. Grows in wet and boggy ground, scat-
tered over the entire range of the Lammermoors, yet so dispersed as
to make the botanist count it among those flowers he prizes for rarity
aswell as for beauty.—N. It is common enough amongst the Cheviots;
and it grows on the basaltic heights between Belford and Bambrough.
July.

226. S. ancrLicum. Holy-Island, on the Heugh and about the
Castle. July.

227. 8. acre. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 119. &tonescrop. On
dikes capt with earth, and on rocks in deans, common.  June. Often
removed to the garden to ornament walls and rock-work ; and cot-
tagers plant it on their window-sills, aud on the roof of the porch,
where 1t grows untended, pleasant and evergreen in the leaf, and
cheerful when in flower. In winter the herbage is purplish-trown.
On chewing a bit of it, no particular taste is at first perceptible ; but,
in a few minutes, an acrid and peculiarly disagreeable sensation in
the throat follows, and which lasts a considerable time. This acridity
is much weakened, and often entirely lost, when the Stoncerop is in
flower.

12. Sempervicum tectorum. Bouge-Leek: oo or JFucts. Planted
on the roofs of cottages, and especially on that ot the smithy, where

16. Sedum reflexum.— Has been observed in one or two places on earth-
capt dikes, but in our district too obviously the mcre outcast of the
garden. July.

17. S. album. *““Near the village of Ilderton. on an old wall, Sedum album
was found in great profusion and beauty. Whether truly indigenous, it is
ditticult to say, but I do not think we are justiticd in at once asserting, as
is often done, that the plant must have been planted, as it is so near a
village.” R. Emblecton in Trauns. Berw. N. Club, ii. p. 356.—1 know Ilder-
ton and its garden well ; and sixty years ago this was indeed a garden
remarkable in many respects, and not least so for the varicty and number
of good old Howers grown in it,—old familiar lowers now become unfa-
miliar to this generation :—ilver and Golden Rods, Bachelor's-Buttons,
vellow and white, Bluc-Bottles, Poonies of monstrous size and beanty,
Southernwood, the blue Iris, Narcissuses, such as I have never since seen,
Datodils, Solomon’s-Seal, Star-of-Bethlehem, Orpin, Saxifrages, and every
herb that village doctress could require in her need. ** Of this kind are
elder flowers, which are therefore proper for the stone; dwarf-pine, which
is good for the jaundice; piony, which is proper for stoppages in the head ;
fumitory, which is good for the spleen, and many others.”—Lord Bacon.
All these were collected together, and cultivated in patterns, by an old
gentleman who had emigrated from France : and from such a garden Sedum
album might have escaped without ditficulty. .

G2
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it forms a round tuft ornamented, in July, with thick leafy stalks,
branched at the top, ‘“alongst the which branches groweth a great
many of hrowne or reddish floures.”—The leaves furnish a popular
remedy for cuts and corns,  The juice expressed from them, mixed
with cream or milk, is a very soothing application in severe itching.

228. RiBES GrossULARIA. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 179. @oost-
bervp : &rojets.  Found frequently in deans, woods, and hedges.
April.

229. R. Nn1crum. Blackberry.  In deans on the former sites of
mills; but sometimes apparently wild, as in a dean leading from the
Till about two miles below Etal.  May.

230. R. rusruM. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 187.  3ReW Currant.
With the preceding.—In the heart of the Laminermuirs the Black
Currant thrives and ripens its berries perfectly.  The Gooscberry
feels the climate a little ungenial ; and the Red Currant can searcely
be made to produce desirable fruit. Ray considers the Red and
Black Currants to be indigenous to England, and more particularly
in some of its northern counties. Syn. p. 298. edit. 1696. In the
Flora of Berwick, ii. p. 323, I have advocated the claim of the Goose-
berry to be considercd a native; and Dr. Browfield has supported
this claim, with more claborate care and learning, in the Phytologist
for 1848, p. 377.  With Dr. Bromficld's view I in the main cordially
concur. Mr. H. C. Watson says :—* The diffcrent kinds of Goose-
berries and Currants cultivated in our gardens are probably derived
from specics indigenous to Britain, and are very apt to spring up in
our woods and hedges from translated seeds.” Geog. Dist. Brit,
Plants, p. 41.  Just so. Taken from the pristine woods, a portion
of the race was reclpimed and made fructuous, while agriculture
rooted out the remainder as useless cumbrances of the ground ; but
as the present ambiguous wildlings descend from what were originally
natives, we have admitted them amongst our indigenous plants.

231. SAXIFRAGA STELLARIS. N. By the sides of burns and
runlets, and in green bogs, on and about Cheviot, frequent ; and a
fine flower to reward the young botanist as he wanders amongst these
hills.  June-July.

232. S. mircurus. Hooker Brit. Fl. edit. 4, 174. Trans. Berw.
N. Club, i. 9.—B. In a wet moorish spot near Langton wood, plen-
tiful, Rev. Thomas Brown, who had the good fortune to add this
beautiful species to the Flora of Scotland. ~ July.

233. S. myerNnoines.  N. On Cheviot in Dunsdale and Ienhole
Hopes, very abundant, Miss Hunter and Miss E. Bell. July-Aug.
Is used to form borders in flower plots. .

231. S. GraNuLATA.  Gravelly bauks in deans, and by rivers and
burns, not uncommon ; and it ascends to Dunsdale on Cheviot.
June, July.

13. 8. wmbrosa. $lone=go-prettp : London-Prive. B. In the dean
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at Edrington-House this favourite flower seems to have naturalized
itself.  June.

235. CHRYSOSPLENIUM oPPOSITIFOLIUM. Common. May.

236. C. aLTERNTFOLIUM.  Of too frequent occurrence in our
district to require its habitats to be specified. The two specics fre-
quentiy grow intermingled.  Their favourite haunt is a black hogey
soil on the margins of little rills, or around fountain heads, in wet
shady woods. They grow in patches conspicuous for their ycllow
hue.  Eng. Bot. i. 54.

237. HyprocoTYLE VULGARIS. Bogs and marshy places on
muirs and in deans, abundant.  June-July.

23%8. SaNicura EUROPEA. Woods and deans, frequent and abun-
dant.  June.

239. Cicura virosa. Ponds, rare.  B. Primside loch, Dr. R.
D. Thomson.—D. Learmouth hogs, R. Embleton.—R. Yetholm loch,
Rev. A. Baird.—July-Aug.—The smell and taste of the plant are
something like those of Parsley, but weaker, and give no indication
of its encrgy as a poison. The seeds are decidedly aromatic.

14. Petroselinuwm sotienm. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 279. Parglep.—
B. Naturalized on waste ground at Fireburn mill; and on the hanks
of the Tweed near Birgham, Miss E. Bell. 1 find it year after year
on road-sides near Berwick ; and it occurs often in new pastures,
where it has been sown with grass seeds.

240. SitM NobirLoruM = Ilelosciadium noditflorum. Ditches
and runlets, frequent.  Ang.

241. 8. invNpaTum = H. inundatum. In pools on the sides of
our waters and burns either left after inundations or filled from well-
heads, in our muirland districts, common. July.

242, 8. ancustrrorivm.  Ditches and rivulets, of frequent oc-
currence throughout the district.  Aug., Scpt.

243. SisoN avomum. B. Sides of the lough at the Ilirsel,
plentiful, Misses Bell and Miss Hunter.

244. FEcoropiuM PODAGRARIA.  Bishop-weed. In woods and
in damp hedges, very common.  June.

245. Bunium rLExvosum. Carth-nut: Arnuts. Common in
old pastures and on the banks of open deaus. May~June.—Children
dig up the roots and cat them ; but they are hindered from indulging
to excess by a cherished belief that the luxury tends to generate ver-
min in the head. When the little “howker’ breaks the white
“ shank,” he at once desists from his attempt to reach the root, for
he believes that it will clude his search by sinking deep and deeper
into the ground !

216. PiMPINELLA SAXIFRAGA. Dry bauks, pastures, and in
woods, common. The leaves vary greatly in the manner in which
they are cut.  Autumu.
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247. (ENaANTHE Lacuexavi= (. pimpinelloides, Smith. N.
In the salt marsh at the mouth of the Warren burn, plentiful, Dr. F.
Douglas. It may be conjectured that (E. silaifolia (= (E. peuceda-
mtuha) grows intermixed, for specimens occur having linear radical
leaflets, and frequently wanting the universal involucre. Trans.
Berw. N. Club, i. 132.

248. (E. crocata. Water-IIemlock. Hooker Brit. Fl. edit. 4,
p. 116.-—Watery places and ditches, frequent.  Gregarious. June,
July.—1It is seldom that we find any trace of the yellow juice which,
it is asserted, exudes copiously from the roots and herbage of this
plant in other districts; but sometimnes such a juice appears sparingly.
Trans. Berw. N. Club, i. 55. The plant is poisonons. See Med.
Facts and Observations, vii. 310: Christison on Poisons, p. 623 :
Pickells in Rep. Brit. Assoc. 1843, p. 81. In the * Lancet™ for
1833-4, p. 800, it is stated that seven cows were kil'cd by eating the
roots in the month of January ; and the case of a dairy-maid is
detailed who narrowly escaped being poisoned after eating two picces
of the root, each of the size of a waluut.

219. (E. pHELLANDRIUM. Rare. B. Ferneyrig marsh, Dr. R.
D. Thomson. Hirsel and Lithtilluin lochs, Misses Bell and Miss
Hunter. Aug.—The taste of the plant is disagreeable.

250. Atavsa cynapiuMm.  Fool's-Parsley.  Corn-fields and
neglected gardens, not common in the east, but very common in the
west of our district. July-Aug.—Poisonous. See Christison on
Poisons, p. 624: Don Gard. Dict. iii. p. 306.

251. LicusTticum scoticum. Pennant, Tour in Scotland, 1772,
it. 205. pl. 24.—On the entire Berwickshire coast from Lamberton
Shiels to Redheugh. July.—When bruised the leaves have the
smell of parsley, and much the same flavour. The seeds are more
aromatic.

252. SinLaus PRATENSIS. Sides of roads and borders of fields, in
damnp places, common in Berwickshire and Roxburghshire, and not
rare in N. Durham. Aug., Sept.

253. ANGELICA sYLVESTRIS. Jeelpeo : @Sround:-Ash. Moist
mendows and bogs, especially in deans, common. July.—¢ Broaches,”
or pirns, are made from the fistular stem. The swollen process at the
base of the leaves usually contains a quantity of water. J. Hardy.
The umbel of fluwers of this, and of the following, are favourite
resorts of many pretty insects.

254, IIxracLEuM spuonNDYLIUM. Cotwkethks. Borders of fields
and moist meadows, common.—The petals are sometimes tinged a
beautiful rose-colour. The anthers are greenish-yellow.—Horses are
fond of the weed; swine are fed with it; and cottagers collect the
leaves for their cows. The stems furnish the mischiet-loving school-
boy with his “spout” or water-gun; while he who is musically in-
clined converts an internodal piece into a whistle or flute.
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255. CoNtum macuraTum. Hemlock : ®emloke : Bomloke,—
but the name is applied by our peasantry to several of the large Um-
belliferee.  The true plant is common in hedges and rubbishy places
about Berwick and its vicinity, and perhaps about most ot the villages
on the east of our district ; but, in the western parts, it is apparently
rare. It grows in the neighbourhood of Dunse ; but, in the course
of a long and devious walk, between that town and Polwarth, it was
only met with, and sparingly, at Choicelee. Near Old Melrose I
have seen it nearly 10 feet in height.—June-July.—The odour from
the Hemlock, on a dewy eve or morn, is very sickly and depressing,
like that of mice in a confined room. 1t is a valuable medicinal
plant. A decoction of the leaves, or a poultice made of them with
the mallow, is a common application to painful sores and imposthumes.
In autumn the ripened stem is cut into pieces to make reels for
worsted thread.

The Hemlock is one of the most prominent in the catalogue of
those herbs which compose the Pharmacopceia of the ancient faculty
of Witches. Ben Jonson makes one of his hags say :

“ And I ha’ been plucking (plants among)
Hemlock, henbane, adder’s-tongue,
Night-shade, moon-wort, libbard’s-bane ;
And twice by the dogs was like to be ta’en.”

Other poets never fail to introduce it when they give us the compo-
sition of a good Witches’ broth*. Suftice here to remember the
witches in Macbeth, who throw ““ root of Hemlock digg’d 1’ the dark,”
with other items, into their seething cauldron. And hence the her-
balists warn us that Ilemlocke is a *“ naughtie and dangerous herbe,”
very “ hurtful and venemous, in so much that whosoever taketh of
it, dieth, except he drink good old wine after it.”” Lyte’s Herbal,
p. 522. -

256. Scanpix PECTEN-VENERIS. Tlitches'-necdle. A commnon
weed in corn-fields. It is one of those plants that occasionally appear
in profusion on a sail turned up after a long and undisturbed burial.
The stem has a sweetish taste; the fruit a more powerfully aromatic
one with something of the flavour of celerv.  Some of our country-
women call the long-beaked fruit the Deil’s Barning-necdle; and
others Avant’g-necdle, from their unlearned conjecture that therewith
our first parents stitched the primitive robe.

257. CHAROPHYLLUM SYLVESTRE = Anthriscus sylvestris.—
Under hedges and in woods, very common. June. When young
the stalk contains a small quantity of milky fluid ; and, when peeled,
is rather agreeable, having a taste similar to that of young carrots.
The fruit is aromatic in a slight degree.

* “The ointment of Witches is reported to be made of the fat of chil-
dren dug out of their graves, the juices of smallage, wolfsbane, and cinque-
ful, mixed with fine wheat-flour. But, I suppose, the soporiferous
simples are fittest for this purpose, such as henbane. hemlock, mandrake,
moonshade, tobacco, opium, safiron, &c.”” Lord Bacon. 8yl. Sylv.ii. p. 16Y.
Lond. 1818.
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The leaves of our common hedge Umbelliferse are very beautiful,
hoth in form, division, and in colour. They are the types, and ushers
m spring, of our summer ferns, and not less ornamental. They
have a refreshing coolness about them that relieves and pleases the
eve; but this is previous to the upward shoot of the stalk aund its
inflorescence. The Hemlock itself is beautitul in its spring foliage.
—And the stems abide long after the leaves and the flowers have
decayed, and the fruit has been shed; and become prominent amid
those wminor features which characterize the winter landscape. The
dead cane-like stalks vary the hedge-row, stand conspicuous in the
underwood of our deans and plantations, and remain in rough bogs
and meadows as perches for the numerous finches. When the
ground has been thickly covered with snow, I have been interested
m watching these settle on the sprays for a moment, and then flit
chirping away, shaking down the crystals of snow in a small shower,
and strewing the white surface with the slender spokes of the imper-
fect umbels.

258. AnrtHRIscUs vULGARIS. Road-sides, common. June. The
smell and taste are peculiar and disagrecable.

259. MykwrHis oporaTa. Myrrth. B. On the borders of
Coldinghain moor, Rev. A. Baird. On waste grounds at Blackburn
mill.  About Foulden mill, where it appeared a tew years ago in pro-
fusion, and died away again in the course of a season or two.—R.
Pinnacle-hill near Kelso; and at the side of the road at the race-
course. On the Tweed above Old Melrose.—D. On the road-side
near Cornhill.  May.

260. M. TeEmuLENTA = Cheerophyllun  temulentum.. Tledges,
common. June-July.

261. Davcus carora. Don Gard. Dict. ni. 354, Ty
Carrot. Borders of ficlds and road-sides, common in N. Durham,
and in the TJow-of-the-Merse, and wherever the subsoil is clayey.
The var. 3. of Withering, Bot. Arrang. ii. p. 290, is as frequent with
us as the normal one.—A decoction of the root, and an infusion of
the seeds, was a popular remedy for gravel. The remedy is now
rarely used.

262. ToriLis axtHriscus. Iledges and borders of ficlds,
common. Aug.—The flowers of this vulgar species are the prettiest
of all our Umbelliferse.  They are white or rose-coloured with pur-
plish-red anthers; the under surface of the petals is bristly ; and the
fruit, usually of a purplish colour, is covered with rough prickles that
are curved and point upwards.

18. Archangelica officinalis.—Garden Angelica.  “ Amongst the rockes
not farre from Barwicke.” Johnson, Opuse. Omn. Bot. Mecre. Bot. pars
alt. p. 16. How's Phy. Brit. p. 8.

19. Smyrmium olusatrnm.—B. ““ In Scotiz littoreis rupibus non procul
Bervico,” Rav.  Upon the sea-coast at Dunglass, on the edge of Berwick-
shire, Dr. Pursons.
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263. T. Nnoposa. Dry waste places, not common. B. Castle
hills.—D. Plentiful in ficlds near Oxford. Holy Island, on the
Heugh and Castle rock. June.

264. Apoxa moscHATELLINA. Damp shaded places. B. Dunglas
dean, Rev. A. Baird. Sisterpath dean; and bv the Pease burn
above and below the forester's house: Blackburn-rigg dean, J. Ilardy.
In the wood above the Retreat.—R. Banks of the Tweed above
Roxburgh ; and near St. Boswells, Dr. F. Douglas.—D. Banks of
the Till opposite Twizel-castle.  April.

265. Heopera veLix. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 391. The ¥op:
Benttwood. In deans on rocks, and on trees; and on old walls and
towers. In many places Ivy covers the face of the clitfs that front the
sca beneath, indifferent to the bitter blast which so often beats against
it, and it descends unchanged to within a few feet of high water-mark.
Ilere the Ivy clings close to the surface, creeping along, with its
many feet, like a vegetable Julus; aud it is ouly in our sheltered
deans, e. g. in Dunglas and in Twizel denes, where it climbs the
loftiest trees, that it throws its tendrils and its limber shoots freely
off aud abroad, as if the plaut were conscious of the protection they
would receive from their position :

““ Yet while they strangle a fair growth, they bring
For recompense, their own perennial power,”

and become the most cffective ornament to the scenery. It sometimes
hangs its long graceful tresses down the face of dripping seaurs ; and
again it clambers up dry rocks and banks to a considerable height.
How great an effect 1t may thus have in changing plainness to absolute
beauty, may be witnessed daily at Castle-hills ; and at the puarish
churches of Foulden, Ladykirk, and Polwarth.

We have an ¢ Ivy-wood well” in our district. The name is appa-
reutly tainted with cockneyism, but the truth is, it hag its origin in a
time anterior to the introduction of that conceit into our northern
parts. It was conferred as carly at least as 1275. Raine’s N.
Durham, p. 76. 'The well is situated in a field called “Partan’s
Batts ” near Howburne or Holburn in the parish of Lowick. It was
circular and about 3 feet deep; but, within the last three or four
years, it has been filled up and drained away into a neighbouring
ditch. “The well was, and still i3, famed for its medicinal qualities ;
and Miss Patrick, a lady well stricken in years, and whose family
have resided for many generations in Holborn, tells me that her
father was cured of a stomach complaint by a draught of it. Within
her memory, it was in great request among the Lumbler classes in the
neighbourhood. 'Fhe water was never known to freeze in the severest
wmter, and .was of excessive coldness in summer. I got a draught of
it from the mouth of the drain, and found it quite pure and tasteless.”
—Mr. John Lowrey, in Lit. Aug. 12, 1852.—The well probably
derived its reputation from the circumstance that Saint Cuthbert was
believed to have drawn water from it. There is a tradition that, at
one period, the Saint inhabited a natural cave hard-by, on the
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southern slope of a long ridge of hills ; and the Ivywood well doubt-
less supplied his drink. Of this cave, still called St. Cuthbert’s or
Cuddy’s Cove, Mr. Raine has given a description and view. See his
Saint Cuthbert, p. 21; and the Hist. of N. Durham, p. 4 and 15.—
The well may possibly have had even earlier reverence. The Christian
missionaries were instructed to root up the worship which our primal
ancestors paid to fountains (Lingard’s Anglo-Saxon Church, i.
p. 167); but when they found this could not be done, they turned
the worship to Christian saints, by dedicating the Well to one or other
of them. We have many of these in our district, and I have already
mentioned some of them. Lady-Wells are many. There is a Lady’s-
Well at Cheswick, into which young maidens throw crooked pins;
as they still do into a more celebrated one near Wooler. I remember
seeing pins that had been thus droptinto Dodd’s Well near Berwick ;
and in Tweedmouth there is a well dedicated to the Virgin, and
another to Saint Mugnus,—the latter name strangely corrupted to
Meggie-Muggie's well.  There is a Lady’s-well near Ladykirk. See
further on this subject the Borderer’s Table Book, vii. p. 132 : Stat.
Ace. Scot. xiv. p. 46. It is usual to visit these Wells on the 1st of
May before sunrise; and, after laving the face with the water, to drop
unobserved a pin therein, making, at the same time, a silent wish,
which must be buried in secresy. Hence the Wells are sometimes
called “ Wishing Wells.”

The wood of the Ivy is believed to haveno pith. The leaves of the
high shoots lose their lobed and deltoid figure, and become almost
entire and lanceolate. Steeped in vinegar they are a favourite appli-
cation to corns; and an ointment made with the powder of them
cures tetters and ringworm.

266. Cornvus suecica. Fl. Lapp. 38.—N. This ‘ beautiful
native of the Cheviot hills was first revealed to the curious” by Dr.
Penny. “In Northumbrizz montibus Chevioticis dictis, in latere
occidentali septentrionalis partis mnontis altissimi copiosissime,” Ray.
It still grows in the station indicated by Ray, and apparently in un-
diminished numbers. See “ Cheviot revisited ”” by Mr. James Hardy
in the Borderer’s Table Book, vi. p. 404.

Dr. Thomas Penny must have been 8 genuine man. I wish that
I could assert that he was a native of the north, and that it was the
love of the hills he had looked upon in his childhood that drew him
to simple amongst the Cheviots at a time when the journcy was made
with difficulty and not without danger,—when he had to horse it with
guides, and carry all neccssaries, “ for the country was a wilderness
which afforded no supplies.”” Macaulay’s England, i. p. 255. The
“great wood of Cheviot” was by this time much decayed, but still
amidst the “many allers and other ramell wood,” herds of red deer
and roes ranged at will; and moss-troopcrs from either border hunted
and were hunted there. It was a fine field for a venturesome natu-
ralist ; and I would give a golden guerdon to see even as in a vision

20. Cornus sanguinea. This is found only in shrubberies with us.
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this simpler as he tracked the Percys’ hunting ground, and plucked
the Cornus. There¢ remains no Journal of his vovage. He had been
a great traveller; and was so learned, in plants especmlly, that he was
called a second Dioscorides. His birth-place is unknown; and he
died young—immaturi morte abreptum,—in 15683, leaving a reputa-
tion which survives on the sole testimony of his many friends. See
Mouffet Theat. Ins. argam. p. 1. Pulteney’s Sketches, i. 83. (Pul-
teney, by an error, gives 1589 as the date of his death.) Gray’s Brit.
Plants, 1. p. 15. Turner and Dillwyn’s Guide, ii. p. 468. Nat. Lib.
Mammalia, xii. p- 50.

John Ray’s visit to Cheviot, and to the Cornus, was more than a
century later than Penny’s,—in June 1671; and thenceforward the
hill was classical ground to the botanist. He has recorded no parti-
culars of the ascent, nor do I much regret the omission, for Ray was
curt and cold in his descriptions of natural scenery, and its beauty
did not animate him*. A gossipy tourist followed him at the distance

* Ax a proof I shall quote here his description of Berwick, as he saw it,
in 1661 :—August 16th. “This night we lodged at Berwick ; our journey
was of about twenty-five miles. The river T'weed is here joined with a
stone bridge of fifteen arches. IIere hath heen a very goodly castle, which
is now demolished. The upper town is encompassed with a wall, which is

not very strong; within this wall is a large void ground or green, whereunto
the inhabitants bring their cattle, and et them stay all night, and in the
morning drive them out again to pasture. The lower towu is very strongly
fortitied with a broad and deep ditch of water, and against it an iinpene-
trable bulwark or bank of earth, faced with freestone against the Sitch.
There are also for defence, four tall platforms or forts, besides external for-
tifications. This town is still kept with a strong garrison. There is in it
a fair church, built by Oliver Protector. Here we saw in the cliff by the
shore, a cave, called the Burgesses’ Cave, not worth the remembering, and
an hole in a rock, through which a boat may pass at full sca, called the
Necdle’s Eye.” Memorinls of Ray, p. 152.—Let this be compared with
the following written about the mid(lle of the 17th century :—*In this
Towne were in times past keept and maintained neare one thousand Sol-
diours.—This Towne was strengthened, environed, and is incircuited with
strong walls and flankeirs, each rampier containing four or five great pieces
of ordinance, and every flanker had two great ordinance opposite one to
another, &c.—This towne hath severall secret vaults or passages, besides
the common gates ; it had two of the fairest windmills in Great Britaine ;
it hath a commodious key for shlpps, a fair and stately stone bridge, blult
at the charge of the late famous, pious, prudent, and for ever memorable
Prince and Monarch James king of Great Britaine, &c.—This towne had
a stronge castle, situate upon a high rocke, in manner circular, but the want
of repairing, as also the delapidation of the walls, cause the beholders to be
sorry, considering the mounts, rampiers, and flankers, sometime so well re-
plenished with great ordinance, and now looke like a new shorue sheep,
these great pieces put away few knowes whither. This eastle had faire
houses therein, the walls and gates made beautifull with pictures of stone,
the work curious and delicate ; it had a large gallery coucred over with
lead; but the worke being unfinished by the death of the Right Honourable
(worge Earl of Dunbarr, cause the pictures in s manner to weepe and fearc
their downfall. I must not omitt the faire built Pallace, sometime a court
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of half a century. His account is prolix, yet as it gives us of
this day a curious insight into the manners of the period, and a
good description of the hill, T must not omit the quotation :em
“When we came to Wooller, we got another guide to lead us to the
top of the hill; for, by the way, though there are many hills and reach-
ings for many miles, which are all called Cheviot-hills, yet there is one
Pico or master hill higher than all the rest by a great deal, which, at
a distance, looks like the Pico Teneriffe at the (anaries, and is so
high, that I remember it is seen plainly from the Rosemary Top, in
the East-riding of’ Yorkshire, which is near sixty miles. We prepared
to clamber up this hill on foot; but onr guide laughed at us, and told
us we should make a long journey of it that way ; but, getting a horse
himself, told us he would find a way for us to get up on horseback ;
so we set out, having five or six country boys and young fellows who
ran on foot volunteer to go with us; we thought they had only
gone for their diversion, as is frequent for boys, but they knew well
enough that we should find sume occasion to employ them, and so we
did, as you shall hear.

fitter for a prince then a subject, but since Berwick’s desolution, or rather
destruction, it ig almost laid levell with the ground.”  Note furnished by
the late Robert Weddell, Esq. to the Editor of Dunbar’s Poems, ii. p. 382,
—Dunbar’s description of our “ good toun” is still better, and carries us
back a century and more further, for it was written before 1539 :—

“ As it befell, and happinnit in to deid,
Upoun a rever, the quhilk is callit Tweid ;
At Tweidis mowth thair standis a nobill town,
Quhair mony lordis hes bene of grit renoune,
Quhair mony a lady bene fuir of face,
And mony ane fresche lusty galland was.
In to this toun, the quhilk 1s callit Berwik,—
Upoun the =ey thair stands nane its lyk ;
For it is wallit weill abowt with stane,
And dowbill stankiz castin mony ane;
And syne the castell 18 so strang and wicht,
With strait towris, and turattis he on hicht,
The wallis wrocht craftelv with all,
The porteules most subtelly to fall,
Quhien that thame list to draw thume upon hicht,
That it micht be of na maner of nucht,
To win that houss be craft or subteltie;
Qubhairfoir it 1s maist gud allutirly
In to my tvme qubair evir I haif bene,
Most fair, most gudly, most plesand to be sene;
The toune, the wall, the castell, and the land,
The hé wallis upoun the upper hand,
The grit croce kirk, and eik the Maisone Dew ;
The ﬁcoheue freiris of the quhyt hew,

The Carmelaites, and the Monkis ek,

The four Ordouris wer nocht for to seik ;

Thay wer all in to this toun duelling.”

The Freires of Berwick.  Poems, ii. p. 3-4.
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“ Qur guide led us very artfully round to a part of the hill, where
it was evident, in the winter season, not streams of water, but great
rivers came pouring down from the hill in several channels, and those
(at least some of them) very broad ; they were overgrown on either
bank with alder-trees, so close and thlck that we rode under them,
as in an harbour. In one of these channels we mounted the hill, as
the besicgers approach a fortified town by trenches, and were gotten
a great way up before we were well aware of it.

“ But, as we mounted, these channels lessened gradually, till at
length we had the shelter of the trees no longer; and now we
ascended till we began to sce some of the high hills, which before we
thought very lofty, lying under us, low and humble, as if they were
part of the plain below, and yet the main hill seemed still to be but
beginning, or as if we were but entering upon it.

«“ As we mounted higher we found the hill steeper than at first,
also our horses began to complain and draw their haunches up heavily,
so we went very softly ; however, we moved still, and went on, till
the height begun to look really frightful, for, I must own, I wished
myself down again; and now we found use for the young fellows that
ran before us, for we began to fear, if our horses should stumble or
start, we might roll down the hill together ; and we began to talk of
alighting, but our guide called out and said, ¢ No, not vet by and by
you shall ;> and with this he hid the young fellows take our horses
by the head-stalls of the bridles and lead them. They did so, and
we rode up higher still, till at length our hearts failed us all together,
and we resolved to alight ; and though our guide mocked us, yet he
could not prevail or persuade us; so we walked it upon our feet,
and with labour enough, and sometimes began to talk of going no
further.

*“ We were the more uncasy about mounting higher, because we
all had a notion, that when we came to the top we should be just as
upon a pinnacle, that the hill narrowed to a point, and we should have
ouly room enough to stand, with a precipice every way round us, and
with these apprehensions we all sat down upon the ground, and said
we would go no further.

¢ Qur guide did not understand what we were apprehensive of ;
but at last by our discourse he perceived the mistake, and then not
mocking our fears, he told us, that indeed if it had heen so, we had
been in the right, but he assured us there was room enough on the
top of the hill to run a race if we thought fit, and we need not fear
any thing of being blown off the precipice, as we had suggested ; so
he encouraging us we went on, and reached the top of the hill in
about half an hour more.

“I must achnowledge T was agreeably surprised, when coming to
the top of the hill I saw before me a smooth, and with respect to what
we cxpected a most pleasant plain of at least halfa mile in diameter, and
in the middle of it a large pond, or little lake of water, and the ground,
seeming to descend every way from the edges of the summit to the
pond, took off the little terror of the first prospect ; for when we
walked towards the pond, we could but just see over the edge of the
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hill; and this little descent inwards no doubt made the pond, the rain
water all running thither.

““ One of our company, a good botanist, fell to searching for sim-
ples, and, as he said, tound some nice plants, which he seemed mightily
pleased with; but as that is out of my way, so it is out of the present
design. I in particular began to look about me, and to enquire what
every place was which I saw more remarkably shewing itself at a
distance.

““The day happened to he very clear, and to our great satisfaction
very calm, otherwise the height we were upon would not have been
without its dangers. We saw plainly here the smoke of the salt-pans
at Shields, at the mouth of the Tyne, seven miles below Newcastle ;
and which was south about forty miles. The sea, that is, the German
ocean, was as if but just at the foot of the-hill, and our guide pointed
to show us the Irish sea ; but if he could see it, knowing it in parti-
cular, and where exactly to look for it, it was so distant, that I could
not say I was assured I saw it. We saw likewise several hills, which
he told us were in England, and others in the west of Scotland, but
their names were too many for us to remember, and we had no
materials there to take minutes. We saw Berwick, East, and the
hills called Soutra hills, North, which are in sight of Edinburgh. In
a word, there was a surprising view of both the united kingdoms, and
we were far from repenting the pains we had taken.

““Nor were we s0 afraid now as when we first mounted the sides of
the hill ; and especially we were made ashamed of those fears, when,
to our amazement, we saw a clergvinan, and another gentleman, and
two ladies, all on horseback, come up to the top of the hill with a
guide also as we had, and without alighting at all, and only to satisfy
their curiosity, which they did it seems. This indeed made us look
upon one another with a smile, to think how we were frighted at our
first coming up the hill; and thus it is in most things in nature. Fear
magnifies the object, and represents things frighuul at tirst sight,
which are presently made easy when they grow familiar.

‘¢ Satisfied with this view, and not at all thinking our time or pains
ill-bestowed, we came down the hill by the same route that we went
up, with this remark by the way, that, whether on horseback or on
foot, we found it much more troublesome, and also tiresome, to come
down than to go up.”—From the Borderers’ Table Book, vi. p. 401.

One hundred and twenty-five years afterwards the Club make the
same excursion. 'They start, untended and on foot, from the * Tan-
kerville Arms,” pass through Wooler by its high street, and find a
good post-road which leads them, between hawthorn hedges, to Earl.
Halting a moment in front of the mansion, to look upon the beautiful
and fertile vale that lics at their feet eastwards; they then round the
shoulder of the green sheep-covered hill above, by an almost unper-
ceived aseent, and gain the high ground which overlooks Middleton
Hall, half hid amid its sheltering plantations. There may be some
talk here of EFarl Derwentwater and his sad story,—for the sheep
around recall it by their “ beesting >> mark, which is the same as was
used in the Larl’s time, and before him. We descend the bank rapidly,
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—the elder members only by the road,—and bring in view the vale
of Langley-ford running up as far as eye can reach between steep
and high hills on each side, and threaded by a water which flows,
over its very stony bed, in a quick and troubled stream. The vale is
narrow and peaceful, varying i breadth at every reach, and pastured
with sheep; for although the bottom is stony, it is yet mostly covered
with a close green herbage of Aire, Dog and Sweet-vernal grasses, a
large proportion of moss, much wild Thyme and Bedstraw, Yarrow,
and white and yellow Clovers; and there are patches of heath here and
there, with tufts of Broom, where the Blue-bells grow luxuriantly,
and some very graceful Airee. Where the bottom is stonier and bare
the Digitalis grows in abundance, with some other plants of similar
rankness ; and the Teesdalia is found frequently by such as seek for
it. There are likewise many plashy spots full of freshiness and beauty,
blue some of them with the Forget-me-not. The hill on the south
side i8 well wooded with small trees and shrubs,—Alder, Hazel,
Birch, Oak, Thorn and Roan-tree,—and is wet and slumpy towards
the base, while the line above the wood is dry, carpeted with heather,
or with large forests of the Braken. Under the shade of the trees
there is a profuse variety of elegant Ferus, and of many herbaceous
plants, some of which are rare, but none so eve-pleasing as the com-
mon Loosestrife, the Oxalis, and the Narthecium. The northern
bank is higher and much steeper, clothed with green herbage partly,
more so with heather, and in many places bare and rough with a long
and broad stream of loose stones, where the Digitalis finds a tooting,
and the tufted Parsley-fern; and here and there a stunted Thorn, the
remnant surely of an ancient race. The road winds along the base
of this northern side, but we scarcely follow it. Sometimes on this
side, and then on that of the water; sometimes in the wood peering
for a rare Carex, sometimes climbing the bank opposite just to see
what may be there, we get on somehow, and Langley-ford is soon in
view. There are now irrigated meadows in the vale, and here and
there a curiously cornered field of oats or of barley; a hirsel of sheep
animates the moor above, and a little apart browse a herd of cattle.
The shepherd, plaided to the chin, rises from his lair to scan, and his
bristling collies advance to warn off, the unwonted crowd ; but Moss
and Cheviot and Lassie are soon “ downed,” and friendly, tor they
have caught the infection of good-nature from the Club. And Langley-
ford is—? Why itis a pleasant onstead with a good farm-house roofed
with slates, with houses for servants, with stables and byres, with a
small stackyard tenanted with many choice hens, with a shrubbery,
and a garden, and a greenhouse! Did such exist, in a ruder form, n
the year 17277 One would conclude not from the English Tourist’s
silence ; and yet it is known that the present worthy and hospitable
tenant is the lineal continuator of a serics of favourite retainers of the
Haggerstone family, who have lived here for mauy generations back.
The Englishman's tears had blinded him. The vale becomes a ravine
ahove the settlement, and is almost entirely occupied by the burn that
divides the two great hills of Cheviotland from each other,—Hedge-
hope and Cheviot proper. We decide on ascending the latter, which
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we do with less “peching” than did our equestrian pioneers; and all
we regret is that the old salvage character of the hill has disappeared,
—and all we look for are bits of rough ground, or a green oasis, or a
steeper bank whereon we may, perchance, pick some vet unrecorded
novelty. At least we renew an acquaintance with many an old friend,

and well welove to do so; nor can we altogether refrain from carrving
away in our vasculum some few especial favourites, the Cornus for
example. And so we reach the top,—broad, level, and dirty, and
scamed over with many deep ruts, more or less filled with water; and
it is in them that Carex rigida grows in tufts. The landscape scanned

the Club descend, some by the way they came, some by a more dif-
ficult route; and all meet in thcmlo,whlch they retrace with quickened
steps that thoy may reach the Tankerville Arms in good time for
dinner. After two hours’ chat, the Members separate each to go
home his several way, and pleased with their little excursion.

267. SamBucus EpuLus. Waste grounds, rare. B. Near Col-
dingham, Rev. A. Baird. Banks of the Tweed and of the Leet near
Hirsel, Miss E. Bell and Miss Hunter. Linton church-yard; and at
the church-yard of Longformacus.

268. S.~N16GRA. Don Gard. Diet. iii. 437.—f. with laciniated eaf-
lets in Bunkle wood, and in a hedge below Lintlaw.—The Elyer:
Borral, Boon, or BWour=tree. Well known to every schoolboy in the
district, who fabricates his pop-gun from its pithy branches.—
““That’s a perilous shot out of an elder gun, that a poor and private
displeasure can do against a monarch.” King Ilenry V. The abun-
dance of heart that it possesses, and its extreme  bruckleness,” are
suhjects of common remark. I suppose it is from the latter circum-
stance that, in Shakespeare, it is said, ‘“Judas was hanged on an
elder.”’—Theword sappusy signifies a musical instrument, to construct
which this wood seems to have been applied. Such an instrument I
have seen used as a tlute, but extremely rude in fnrm, and to the ear
as grating as a ““scrannel pipe of wretched straw.”—J. I1.

The Elder is truly indigenous with us. It is found in several of
our most sequestered deans, even amidst the Cheviots, as in the
beautiful haugh down which the Colledge runs on its way to the Glen.
I saw several fine trees of it a little below Heathpool linn*. It is
more common as a cultivated shrub, planted in hedges to screen
garden plots, or as a single bush in shrubberies. As a hedge it is
tound from the sea-side to the shiclings in our high moors; and old
bushes may generally be seen growing, all knaggy and wormed, about
decaying onsteads in our most sequestered parishes. Its quick growth,
and indifference to civil treatment, have had their share in recom-
mending the Elder for fence purposes ; but it is also known that our
forefathers environed their dwellings with it from a belict that it was
a bulwark against warlocks, witches, and their fascinations. Keight-

* On the indigenous claims of the Elder, see Bromfield in the Phytolo-
gist for 1849, p. 416. He iz, however, wrong in supposing that it is
‘* naturalized ’ onily in Scotland.
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ley’s Fairy Mythology, p. 93. Auchincraw, e. g. was famous for
being the residence of those given to unlawtul arts (Hist. Berw. N.
Club, i. p. 123); and nowhere can I remember to have seen so many
old and ugly Ylders. The Witches died with the present generation ;
and the Elders have been rooted up as useless.

The Elder has been long celebrated in rural pharmacy. An oint-
ment made with the juice of the bark was famous for healing sores
and scurvy spots; and it is still uscd by doctors of the gipsy and
mendicant orders. The green fetid leaves, boiled in olive oil, form
what is known by the name of ‘* Oil-of-Swallow,” and is in high repute
as a cure for sprains and bruises *. The berries, sometimes called
Winlin-berries, are made into a sort of wine or syrup for winter colds ;
and the preparation is still in use with, perhaps, some lesser faith in
its efficacy.

An infusion of the inner bark in white wine (3 oz. to the pint) has
suddenly become, in our borough, a vaunted remedy for dropsy, from
the relief which has followed its use in a very few cases. It is an old,
and was once a favourite hydrogogue. The earliest medical authors
agree in commending the Elder for the cure of dropsy. Adam’s
Paul. Egineta, iii. p. 30. And our early herbalists, who directed the
popular practice in England, do the same; but it is uncertain whether
they merely copied from the Greek and Roman physicians, or spoke
from their own experience. Gerarde, after telling us that the Elder
generally hath a purging gualitie, says,—* The inuer and greene bark

oth more forcibly purge: it draweth forth choler and waterie humors;
for which cause it is good for those that haue the dropsie, being
stamped, and the liquor pressed out and drunke with wine or whay.”
Herbal, p. 1423. And Parkinson, in his Theatrum Botanicum, informs
us that “the distilled water of the inner bark is very powerfull to
purge the watery humors of the dropsie or timpanie, taking it fasting,
and two houres before supper.” It were useless to produce the other
herbalists in evidence ; and we rest content with Ray’s snmmary of
his predecessors’ experience, when he concludes that the bark
“ educit serosos humores, urde et Hydropicos juvat.” Hist. Plant. ii.
1609.

The unconditional commendation of their remedies,—the crudeness
of their preparation,—and the quecr qualities arbitrarily assigned for
their operation, cast a suspicion over the histories of these worthy
men; whose simples gave place to new remedies with more power and
less nauseousness.  But the Elder maintained its reputation. One
volume at least was written to display in entirety its virtues ; and
a reverend author declared that no shrub deserved a greater regard,
for “ the medicinal use of its several parts is extraordinary.” Borlase,
Hist. Cornw. p. 225. Boerhaave and Sydenham, perhaps the two
greatest of our practitioners, had satisfied themsclves that the juice
of the inner bark was the most valuable of diuretics (Sydenham’s
Works, ii. pr 176: Good’s Study of Medicine, iv. p. 363); and their

* The genuine Qil of Swallows is, however, a different composition; and
the receipt for making it is given at length in Willis’s Current Notes for
January 11853, p-7.
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evidence ought to be admitted as valid, with a reserve in favour of
remedics subsequently discovered or introduced. And this point
seems fatal to the reantroduction of the Elder.

Dr. Cullen was the contemporary of Boerhaave, and yet, in a long
and large practice, he seems never once to have prescribed the Sam-
bucus in any form. Casting a learned and a sceptical eye over the
past, he could not but perceive that the Materia Medica was cumbered
with remedies which owed their first use to puerile conceits that were
about to be forgotten,and their reputation to the vulgarest empiricism.
Ile was a pure dogmatist,—a bold and an original thinker; and,
pushing forwards into new paths, he did not lumber himself with the
idols of his fathers, nor with their traditional offerings. The Elder
seemed to him of this class ; and his negleet of it operated mainly to
remove the plant from regular practice. The Elder was theneeforward
scarcely preseribed, and if it was. allowed a place in the Dispensatory,
it was with a very qualified estimate of its properties.  Thus Dr. A.
Duncan, in his Edinburgh New Dispensatory, says,—* An infusion of
the inner green bark of the truuk in wine, or the expressed juice of
the berries in the dose of half an ounce or an ounce, s said to purge
moderately, and in small doses to prove an efficacious deobstruent.”
—The evidence is hearsay, and so it is in every subsequent Dispen-
satory ; for indeed the remedy was left entirely now to those who,
uneducated in medicine, read a Herbal, and physicked their friends
to their comfort, and the annoyance of the doctor. By one of those, no
doubt, the remedy was introduced to us; and after some occasional
use by Sir Credulous, who is ever on the look-out in search of a spe-
cifick, it will be again neglected and forgotten.

269. VinurNuM oruLus. Dog-wood. Occurs sparingly in
most of our deans, and by the sides of burns.  June.

270. LoNiCERA PERICLYMENUM. The Ponepsuckle. Tn deans
and amongst rocks, as on Kyloe crags ; often growing intermingled
with wild briers. Common in heuges. It is the Woodbine of our
poets in general ; and some give it the name of Eglantine.

“Ah how swete and pleasaunte i3 Woodbinde, in Woodes or
Arbours, after a tender soft rain: and how frendly doe this herbe if
I maic so name it, imbrace the bodies, armes and branches of trees,
with his long winding stalkes, and tender leanes, openyng or spreding
forthe his swete Lillis, like ladies fingers, emog the thornes or bushes.”
N. Bulleyne. The Book of Simples, fol. xxii.

“Then to come, in spite of sorrow,
And at my window bid good morrow,
Through the sweet-briar, or the vine,
Or the twisted Eglantime.”—L Allegro.

 The wild rose, Eglantine, and broom,
Wasted around their rich perfume.”—Lady of the Lake.

¢ Sleep thou, and I will wind thee in my arms.
So doth the Woodbine,—the sweet Honcey-suckle,
Gently entwist,—the female Tvy so
Enrings the barky fingers of the ehn.” - Midsummer Dicam.
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The leaves are often marked with the wayward course of a cater-
pillar which eats a chanuel between the two skins. Children bite
off the end of the long tube of the flower to obtain the honey inside,
which is not unmixed with bitterness. Bees take the same com-
pendious way of robbing the nectary of the Columbine. The berries,
though luscious and tempting, are deemed poisonous. Walking-sticks
fantastically carved with the serpentine rings of the *fhinnpsickle’
are much admired by rustic beaux. J. Hardy.

271. LinNnEA BoreALIs. Lin. Fl. Lapp. 214. tab. 12, fig. 4.
B. In a fir wood on Lightficld farm near Mellerstane. June-July.
As a native of Berwickshire this interesting plant was discovered by
Mr. Dunn, gardener at Mellerstane ; and the discovery was commu-
nicated to the Club by Mr. Heslop. In the summer of 1842 the
Club sought for the plant without success (Trans. Berw. N. Club, ii.
p. 6); butin 1843 they had the pleasure of secing this ever-green
and ever-fragrant memorial of their great master, growing wild, in
two or three considerable patches. Specimens were taken by Mr.
Selby, and planted in his dean at Twizcll-house, where they have
thriven.

272. SHERARDIA ARVENSIS. Dry sandy fields, especially in new
pastures ; and waste places, common. Summer.

273. AsPERULA ODORATA. UWloobrufl : Stvect-qrass. In deans
abundantly. June.—The dried leaves are placed in drawers with
linens to impart to them a sweet smell. Children put a whorl between
the leaves of their books with a like purpose ; and many people like
to have one neatly dried laid in the case of their watch.

274. GAL1uM CRUCIATUM. “ Galion or Gallion is named in
Euglish in the north countrye fHapums Yeire,” Turner. Common
in thickets and meadows. May, June.

275. G. paLUsTRE. Boggy places and ditches by hedge sides,
frequent. The variety 8. = G. Witheringii, is met with in bogs on
all our moors. July, Aug.

276. G. vLiciNosum. Watery and rush-grown bogs, not uncom-
mon. Aug.

277. G. morLuco. B. In hedge bottoms, scattered. Near the
farm-house of Cocklaw in the parish of Ayton. It appears to be not
uncommon in the How-of-the-Merse. T have seen it near Mountfair;
Mr. Hardy finds it near Milne-Graden Mains; and my friends Miss
Bell and Miss Hunter communicate it from near Anton’s-hill, and from
the grounds of the Hirsel. June.

278. G. poreaLE. This fine species is also not uncommon in
the How-of-the-Merse, growing in rough rather moist places, and very
conspicuous from the number and pure whiteness of its flowers.  B.
Road-side near Fishwick-w.-mains, sparingly. On the Scart crags
above Milne-Graden, and on other rocks by Tweed-side near the same

21. Viburnum Lantana. “ At Sir John Ilall's in Dunglass-glen,” Dr.

Parsons.
H 2
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place. Bog south of Hardacres near Eccles; and road-side north of
Hatchetneze. Gateheugh.  Road-side near Edrom ; and near Cold-
stream and Anton’s-hill. Very abundant in the east end of a planta-
tion by the road-side as you go from Hutton-Hall to Broomdikes, just
where the Broomdikes’ road goes oft from the path leading to Crossrig.
The Trollius europeus grows in the same spot. By the road-side,
sparingly, near Loan-head to the west of Allanbank ; and in rather
an untrequented road, called ¢ Jock’s-hole loanin,” which runs between
the farms of Lintlaw and Billy-Mains, in two or three large patches.
G. Henderson. R. Banks of the Tweed at Trows'-crags ; and road-
sides iu the parish of Sprouston. Dr. F. Douglas. July.

279. G. saxaTiLE. Heaths and banks in sunny dcans, forming
patches covered with white flourish. June-Aug.

280. G. aAvARINE. A common weed, called 3obin or Lizjp-run=
the-heuge when it climbs up and amidst our quick fences to the length,
perhaps, of 20 feet ; and BRobin-run-the-Vpke when it creeps over or
along the base of our stone walls with a more branched and closer
growth. It is also nawed @rip-qrass, because the prickles of its
leaves, and the bristles of its fruit, make it catch at everything.
Children, with the leaves, practise phlebotomy upon the tongue of
those play-mates who are simple enough to allow it ; and hence they
call the plant Bluib-tongue or Tongue-bluivers. A tea made from
it was wont to be prescribed in a cold or *stufting about the head.”

The abundant crop of seedlings that appear in winter, under the
shelter of the hedge, form green level patches which remind me of
those of the shore-loving Arenaria peploides,—a resemblance which
is produced by the size and closeness of the leaflike cotyledons. These
are large and flat, ovate, slightly cmarginate, and roughened around
the edge with asperities not visible unless under the magnitier. The
upper surface of the leaves of these young specimens is entirely covered
with spinous warts.

281. G. verum. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 654. Dry banks, edges
of fields, and on our sandy links, where it is very useful as a binder
of the loosc sand. The odour of the flowers is sweet, as are indeed
those of the genus in general, but strongest in this species ; and as
the flowers are exceedingly numcrous and clustered, our common
people call the plant @ ®Wundrev-faly.

282, VALERIANA OFFICINALIS. Valerian. Sides of water-courses,
rough woods, and boggy places, generally distributed.  With us, as
in Lapland, ““semper locis subhumidis occurrens et inodora.” Qur

lant, in general, is referable to the variety named V. sambucifolia,
ot. Gazette, i. p. 34.=V, ofticinalis, Smith, and beautifully figured
in Stephenson and Churchill’s Medical Botany, ii. pl. 54.  In Twi-
zell-house dean, and otherwise, I have, however, gathered specimens
with 16 and 17 leaflets. These were, I presume, the true V. offici-

22. Valeriana pyrenaica.—R. Banks of the Tweed below Pinnacle-hill,
Relso, probubly the outeast of a garden, Dr. F. Douglas.
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nalis; but in the same patch that furnished them were stems that had
13, 11, and 9 leaflets to a leaf. To which variety was I to refer the
latter 7 The variety with 17 leaflets grows as a weed in the garden
at Newwaterhaugh; and amidst the stone-work and rubbish that fronts
the mouth of the Whiteadder. July.

283. V. proica. Boggy places, frequent. June.

284. FeEpra ovrroria = Valerianella olitoria. Dry banks, not
common. B. Castle-hills; and on the hedge bank between New-
waterhaugh and the Whiteadder. Ravine above Ross; and on the
banks of the Eve near Netherbyres in the east ; and in the west at
Ordwheel on the Whiteadder.—D. Abundantly below the Union
Bridge.—R. Banks of the Tweed below Rosebank toll, Dr. F. Dou-
glas; and on the Eden ncar Stitchell lynn.  May.

285. F.pENTATA=V. dentata. In corn-fields rare with us, but I
found it, some years ago, plentitul enough in the neighbourhood of
Warren-ford, N. June, July.

15. Dipsacus fullonum. Don Gard. Dict. iii. 682. Teagel. Oceca-
sionally seen in waste grounds near gardens, whence it was an outcast.
It may be considered as naturalized about the old bowling-green at
B. Newwaterhaugh, and in hedges near the lodge of Netherbyres
house. I once saw a small field cultivated with it near Melrose.
Aug., Sept.

286. ScaB1osa ArRVENsIs = Knautia arvensis. Don Gard. Dict.
iii. 687. Curlp-WoWies. Corn-ficlds, road-sides, open deans, and
pastures, common. July.—The provincial name is derived from the
resemblance of the head of flowers to the curled pate of a boy, and is
very ancient. See Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, i. p. clx.

“ Where von Blue-bells and €urlp-Joldies bloom
On the fair knowe, amid the waving broom,
There have I sported with the gleesome band,
And heard their glad shouts echoing o’er the land.”

From ¢ Scenes of Boyhood,” by George Henderson, Surgeon,
Chirnside.—The flower affords a horologe of a primitive sort. The
head is twisted round a few times, and then left to recover its position.
The number of circumvolutions is the true index to the time of day!

J. Hardy.
287. 8. svccisa. Brbil’s-bit. In deans and moor pastures,

23. Dipsacus sylvestris. My friend Dr. James Thompson gathered a
specimen or two on a piece of waste ground near D. Shoreswood-Red-
houses; but the locality was one liable to annual change, and variously
appropriated. The late Rev. A. Baird found it in a small plantation be-
tween Cornhill and New-Learmouth, whence I have a specimen picked by
Mr. R. Embleton ; but, from the recentness of the plantation, the indi-
genousuess of the weed may be doubted. There is no doubt that it was
never cultivated, but it may be merely a degenerate descendant of D. ful-
lonum,
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especially where the soil is damp and peaty, very common. Autumn.
A variety with pinnatifid stem-leaves is occasionally found in Berwick-
shire. W. Baird. Mr. Hardy has described another variety ;3.
laxiflora. Bot. Gazette, 1. 133: Ann. and Mag. N. Iist. Ser. 2. iii.
424. “In the usual state of this plant, the flowers are densely capi-
tate, and the lobes of the corolla are nearly subequal, somewhat ¢x-
cecded in length by the stizma, while the stamens project about twice
their length. 1 have, however, gathered a varicty in Penmanshicl
wood, with the general involuere small, the heads of flowers loose, and
few-flowered, the external lobe of the corolla much lengthened, the
stigmma little longer than the throat of the flower, scarcely exceeded
by the stamens, all of which are shorter than the floral divisions. The
plant is of the full size of the ordinary specimens beside which it
grows.”—Oi' this Scabious Mr. Hardy further writes me: “On the
sea banks between Dulaw and Redheugh (the rock being greywacke),
this plant is remarkably luxuriant, the foliage of a light-green hue,
and almost always glabrous; while the claw of the florets is more de-
veloped than in the usual state of the plant. On red sandstone rocks,
in a similar situation, the plant is ordinarily luxuriant, the light-green
colour of the leaves is retained, but the pubescence is resumed.”

288. S. coLumpariA. Dry pastures and banks, frequent in our
district. B. Castle-hills. Sides of the ravine above Newtarm. Banks
of Tibby Fowler's glen. Crags below Nenthorn on the Eden.—D.
Banks of the Tweed below West-Ord.—N. Spindlestone Hills.—R.
Stitchell lynn, Rev. Thos. Brown. June-Aug.—A pretty species.

COMPOSITE.

289. Euratorium canNaBiNum.  Jfilacra or Jfillapra.  Bogey
places and plashes by burns.  Gregarious. B. Dodd’s-well, and on
similar places of our sea banks between this and Marshall-Meadows.
In many of our wet deans near the sea. D. Horneliffe dean. August.

290. TussiLAGO PETASITES = Petasites vulgaris. The Butterbur,
viz. the large Bur, so named from the size of the leat, which is the
largest of any British plant. Turner sayvs that, in his time, it was
called “an €yin ’; and the Rev. Mr. Hodgson savs that < at Whel-
pington, it is called an €ll-Vocken.”” Memoir, p. 63. A skilled per-
son from the neighbourhood of Jedhurgh named it for me the Elbin-
Docken; and added that a decoction of the roots was much in use for
the cure of scorbutic or leprous complaints. The plant grows by river
sides, in extensive patches, and in deans, and wet corners of meadows
where the soil is deep and sandy. The jungles it forms, when in full

24. Aster salicifolius.  D. T have found this American growing by the
Tweed side opposite Fishwick-mains ; and I have been told that it has al-
most naturalized itself in Hirsel woods on the Leet.

25. Frigeron acris. * Linksat Ioly Island in a direction north from the
Castle, plentiful,” Thompson. Often sought for in vain; but, in 1835,
Dr. I. Douglas found a single specimen near the Coves.
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leaf, are troublesome to the angler, but they shelter the nests of many
birds; and the early flowers are much visited by bees.

291. T. varrFara.—Morsc-hoof: Coltsloot: Dishylagie—evi-
dently a mispronunciation of the Latin name.—Cominon in moist
clay soils. March, April.

292, AsTER TRIPOLIUM. Salt marshes. B. and D. Sides of the
Tweed below Castle-hills, and on Yarrow-haugh. D. On the coast
beyond Goswick links. ¢ On the strand at the ostium of Warn rivulet,
by the ford, near Budle,” Wallis. Aug., Sept.

293. BeLris PERENNIS.  [lone’s Every Day Book, ii. p. 286.—
The Daisp : The Sowan.—In former times (1538) the Bellis, as
Turner informs us, was ealled in Northumberland the Banwort, and
the name Daisy was applied to a scarlet flower. The passage is as
follows : *There are twoo kyndes of Dases, one wyth a reed tloure
which groweth in the gardynes, and an other whyche groweth abrode
in euery grene and hyghe way : the Northern men call thys herbe a
banwurt because it helpeth bones, to knyt agayne.””—This is gond
authority, but I cannot lcarn that Banwort is ever now so applied.
And Gowan is usually said to mean a yellow or golden coloured flower,
which the Bellis is only secondarily, and the name may be derived
from the Celtic guea or guener, fair or beautiful, which the Bellis is
primarily and pre-eminently. It does not flower “in every season
fresh and fair,”” as a pet poetess chooses to aftirm ; but chiefly so in
May, as Ramsay has properly and poetically told us:

* Twa youthfu’ shepherds on the Goang lay,
Tenting their flocks ac bonny morn of May.”

and again :—
“ while *tis May,
Gae pou the Gowan in its prime,
Before it wither and deeay.”

294. SOLIDAGO VIRGAUREA. Deans and on heaths, but it likes
the shelter of brushwood. Common. July-Sept.

295. INULA DYSENTERICA = Pulicaria dysenterica. Boggy places,
rare. B. Dodd’s-well; and on Castle-hills, in hoth stations abun-
dantly within my remembrance, but it has been recently eradicated
or nearly so. It may reappear. In a ficld by the willows in
Tibby Fowler's glen. By the sea-side near Lamberton old coal pit,
A. A. Carr. Bauks of the Leet about 4 a mile above Coldstreamn,
R. C. Embleton. On the Tweed above Horndean burn ; and on Holy-
well haugh near Lady-kirk, W. Baird. This haugh was the place of
meeting tor trying the claims of the various competitors for the crown
of Scotland, June 2, 1291. See Ridpath’s Bord. Hist. p. 174.—
““The place where the assembly met was Holywell-haugh, and it is
described in the record as a green plain in the open air, near the
river Tweed, opposite to Norham castle, within the parish of a town
called Upsethington, belonging to the diocese of St. Andrews in
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Scotland.”  See also Chambers’ Pict. of Scotland, p. 7.—D. Holy
Island links, confined to a small spot, Dr. F. Douglas. Aug., Sept.
In many seasons this plant does not flower with us.

296. BipENs TRIPARTITA. Marshy places, very rare. N. By
the side of a ditch near the brewery in the village of Chatton, Jas.
Mitchell.

297. B. cErNuA. Veryrare. B. Pond near Girtrigg on the farm
of Ladyflat, in the parish of Langton, Rev. Thos. Brown. Aug.,
Sept.

298. ANTHEMIS ARVENsIS. Waste ground and new pasturcs,
abundantly when it occurs, but its distribution is irregular, and its
continuance in any one locality rather uncertain. B. Mr. Hardy
finds it ““in fields near Penmanshiel ;> Mr. W. Dunlop showed me
it 8o growing at Mayfield ; and it grows very fine in cultivated fields
at Mounienut,—all localities on, or trenching on, the Lammermuirs.
In the How-of-the-Merse Mr. Henderson tells me it occurs on the
site of the ancient “ crofts”” of Little-Billv, on the farm of Billy-
Mains ; and I find it near Paxton and Scotch-Spittal. It came up
in profusion by the side of the railway, when first made, below
Houndwood; and again on the farm of Auchencrow-Mains, G. Hen-
derson. Near Dryburgh, Professor Balfour.—D. Abundant in the
village of Norham, on the green which ruus down from the market
cross. Near Cheswick Bunldmgs ; and about the inn on Doddington
moor, N.  July.

16. Anthemis nobilis. €Chamomile. This had become naturalized
on the W. bank above Chirnside bridge, but as I have not seen it there
of late years, I presume recent improvements have removed the plant.
It grows almost wild in many of the garden plots of our hinds, and
in the gardens of the master, for chamomile tea is justly deemed a
good stomachic; and to lic down wupon a bed of chamomile is a cure
for headache. Curiously some believe that toads suck their venom
from the Chamomile,—a belief which has arisen from the fact that
the reptile is often seen creeping about its beds. It is a common
remark that the more Chamomile is tramped upon, the better it
grows; and this notion is often brought into requisition by the old
divines. J. Hardy.

299. AcHILLEA PTARMICA. Common in muirish pastures, and
on roads and sides of lanes through ficlds of a poor soil.  July, Aug.

300. A. micLerorLiom.  {Hillfoil: Parrotw: Hundred-leabed
grads : Thousany-leabry Clover : TELY Pepper.—Pastures, wastes,
and way-sides, very common, varying with white and pink and rose-

26. Anthemis cotula. This is mentioned as a common weed by Bailley
and Cully in their Agricnltmal Survey of Northumberland ; and from the
« Botanist’s Guide * it would seem as if it were far from rare either in that
county or in Durham; but it has never once occurred to us on the Eastern
Borders.
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coloured flowers. The latter variety has been introduced into gardens
not unworthily.—The herb was, in former times, esteemed for its
vulnerary virtues :

““ The Yarrow wherewithall he stops the wound-made gore,”

sings Drayton ; and it is esteemed yet by our herbalists, who gather
it in considerable quantities. They give it, however, only in ill-de-
fined stomach complaints.

301. CHRYSANTHEMUM LEUCANTHEMUM. Big Baisp: Oy=epe:
®r-epe Paigp.  Dry pastures and way-sides, common; and especially
abundant in limestone pastures, which are often white in summer
with its large showy flowers. It is also common, in corn-fields,
in the heart of the Lammermuirs, where they call it the Rorge-
Gotvan. June-Aug.

302. C. secerum. Corn Marpgoly : Velloy Goulan. In corn-
fields In a few scattered localities. B. In fields below Lamberton
near the Coalery ; on Fairneyside farm ; and near Gunsgreen house.
I have seen it in fields near St. Abb’s-head; and Mr. Henderson
finds it abundant among the corn in some of the fields at Greenhead
in the parish of Coldingham. In ficlds about Craigswalls, parish of
Edrom, G. Henderson. At Fireburn mill near Coldstream, R.
Embleton. In the vicinity of Gordon, on reclaimed moorish soil,
abundant, Dr. F. Douglas.—This weed, ‘“of glorious feature,” was
once so abundant, that statutes were made, by the Scottish parliament,
to ensure its eradication ; and to preserve itself it has now no place
of refuge but the garden. June-Aug.

303. PYRETHRUM PARTHENTUM = Matricaria parthenium. fft-
berfctn: JFeather-foolp or JFeather-full, a corrupt spelling of ¢ feuille,”
viz. the plant with a feather-like leaf.—Waste grounds about all our
old villages and homesteads. Abundant and luxuriant in Horncliff
dene. July. It is used as a remedy for the “ Felon”’ of cows. The
following was an old Berwickshire cow-doctor’s favourite prescription :
“ Grie the cow a handful of Feather-fully, a handful of rue, a handful
of peppermint, and half a bottle o’ wine, and be gude till her.”” J.
Hardy.

‘We had taken an early tea with some friends in the cool parlour of
their summer lodgings in Horneliffe. The day had been very warm,
and the village lay almost smoking amid its styes and manured cur-
taing,—dull and dirty as the large-dugged sow that lies there in the
sun, breathing forth a genial air, and alimost grunting pleasure when,
with a lazy effort, she wrinkles her sides, and shakes her dewlapt ears,
to drive off the crowd of bloated blue-bottle flies that, thus disturbed,
buzz their short circuit and again settle in the filth. The sun, then,
had advanced somewhat to the west, but the warmth had scarcely
abated, when we merrily left the village, nor had well passed from its
precincts, until we had gained the river's bank, and were halted per-
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But we tarry :—let us walk on, single-filed, led by the footpath
which runs along th uneven top of the bauk, and protected by an
unclipped and high hedge from the eastern breeze that begins to blow,
and has a chill in it even at this scason of the year. We gain the
decp gully to the left, and, without descending, we turn up the ravine,
which is sylvan and would be fine where deans are tew, but has no
peculiar attraction in our district. Planted on the further and least
declivous side, it is overgrown with whins, sloethorn, briers and roses,
broom, coarse grasses, thistles and ragworts, and all their concomitant
weeds aud flowers on this side, while a little burn, with scarce audible
noise, runs lippering in the bottom. Amidst undefined rural sounds,
not suthicient to interrupt the talk of a triendly party, we stroll on-
wards leisurely ; and there is every indication in the lessening depth
of the dean, and its greater width beneath, now almost a meadow,
that we shall soon emerge upon the level country. And now the stile
has been got over, not without some laughter-provokmg awkwardness,
and we descend along a rough cart-road that, in a minute or two,
introduces us to the secluded beauty. It is really pretty and pictu-
resque, and though often secn, never seen without new pleasures,
for its aspect varics with the season, and with the day, and with the
hour. Itisa spot—a mere vignette—which sketchers love to transfer
to their albums, and this is easier than to portray it in words. I
stand at the ruined huts with their walls and thatch dotted with moss,
groundsel and lichens grey, and shadcd by three or four tall umbra-
geous elms rejoicing in the freedom of nature, while near them some
gooseberry and currant bushes struggle to prolong a sickly existence
within a slight remnant of fence that once guarded the little garden.
On one side the high bank above is rough and rude, and rendered
effective by a perpendicular wall of naked sandstone rock left by the
workings of a deserted quarry ;—on the other side the bank is also
steep, but first green and grassy, fit for primroses and violets in spring,
while a little further on they are covered with sloe and brushwood
from which some pianted trees rise up, and the underground is occu-
pied to choking with arching roses, fmne\ suckle, ivy, and a myriad
of flowers of every class and hne. And gradually, as in perspective,
do these contrasted hauks draw to each other, and narrow a space,
partly occupied by an irregularly built mill in perfect keeping with
the site, and partly with a ledge of dark rock covered with dripping
feathery moss,—and this dyke and mill terminates the dean and closes
in the view. The cot(ages and their trees is one picture,—the mill
is another with its curious vane, its outside stair, its loop-holes and
half closed doors, its uneven roof and piebald roofing tufted with gay
weeds and mosses.  And a little runlet sometimes tuinbles over the
ledge in rivalry of a waterfall, but just now it trickles fast and showery
through the pendent moss into a shallow pool, wheuce it merrily trots
forward, now open to the thirsty sun, now peeping under the span of
a single-stoned brulge, now sheltered amidst tall grasses, eupatoria,
mints and other semi-aquatic plants, and now again enliveming the
green sward of the meadow on which a few cows are pasturing alone;
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for the flock of geese that were there on our arrival are wending their
homeward way up the bank, gurgling and hissing at being fraved
away by the noise and wild play of the unruled children. And who
would check the exuberant wantonness of them!

“ And I will have my careless season,
Spite of melancholy reason ;
Will walk through life in such a way,
That, when time brings on decay,
Now and then I may possess
Hours of such perfect gladsomeness.”—WORDSWORTH.

304. PYRETHRUM INODORUM = Matricaria iunodora. #orse-
Gotvan.—A weed over our whole district. Summer.—A variety
(;3. obesior), hitherto erroneously considered to be the P. maritimum,
is found on the coast of Berwickshire at Burnmouth almost touching
the line of the tide; at St. Abb’s-head; and between Dulaw and Red-
heugh. The plant is depressed and spreading with fleshy leaves, which
turn blackish in drying. The scales of the involucre are darker than
those of the inland plant, but still they are pale when compared
with the brown uneven or undulated margin. This, however, is
entire. See Fries Sum. Veg. Scand. i. 186.

305. ARTEMISIA ABSINTHIUM. Tlormivoold.—Waste grounds
about villages; and on sites where villages have been. Aug.

306. A.vurcaris. fHugivort.—Waste places and under hedges.
It often grows intermingled with the preceding. Aug.

307. A. MmariTIMA.  @ea-Wormivood.—D. In an early publi-
cation Turner says,—* I have scne Sea Wormwoode in Northumber-
land by holye Islande ;" and in a later one, “In oure tyme it is
plenteouslye founde in England about Lynne and holly Tlond.” It
18 now only to be found there sparingly on St. Cuthbert’s isle ; but
it grows abundantly in salt marshy spots between Goswick and Beal.
B. In the clefts of a greywacke rock near St. Helen’s chapel, sparingly.
J. Hardy.

308. Tanacetum vurLGAre. Light. Fl. Scot. 465.—Tangp.—
Haughs of rivers and burns, hedge-banks, and waste grounds. “We
observ’d plenty of it about Wark and Ford-Castle, not far from Kelso,
on the borders of Scotland,” Lightfoot.—The leaves are placed in
beds to drive fleas from them. Mugwort is used for the same purpose.
Tansy-cakes, now unknown, were formerly played for during the
Easter holidays. Strutt. Sport. and Past. p. 94.

309. GyarHALIUM GERMANICUM = Filago germanica. See Phy-
tologist, 1848, p. 314.—Chafewecy.—Dry fields and pastures, com-
mon. As Ray has remarked, this weed loves to grow on broommie
knowes. July, Aug.

310. G. miNntMumM=F. minima. Sandy heaths, barren ploughed
grounds, and earth-capped dikes, common. July, Aug.
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311. G.vriciNosuM. Wet sandy places, particularly where water
has stood souring during winter, common. It prefers spots from
which the turf has been pared off to cap stone-dikes, &c. Aug.

312. G. recruM. On muirs, and in thickets and pastures on a
sandy soil, frequent. Itis common, and of good size about the base of
the Eildon hills; and abounds to excess on Gaitheugh, a steep ravine
opposite Old Melrose. There it has many companion weeds that in-
fest poor soils ;—Myosotis versicolor et arvensis, Rumex acetosella,
Prunella vulgaris, Sherardia arvensis, Bartsise, and Echium vulgare of
small size. The locality commands a most lovely prospect; and is
further interesting as having been, when a school-boy, the favourite
haunt of the late well-known minister of Wells-Street Chapel, London,
—the Rev. Dr. Alex. Waugh. He was a native of Berwickshire, born
at East Gordon on the 16th of August, 1754. The boy was wont to
steal away early and oft to Gaitheugh, “for ages noted as the best
cover for foxes in all the country. When asked, on his return at
breakfast-time, where he had been, his answer generally was, <1 have
been seeing foxy, and hearing the linnets.” His taste for the beauties
of nature was born with him, and constituted a leading feature of his
mind. It was at Gaitheugh that, one morning, he fell from a tree,
when climbing for a gled’s nest, and lay for some time insensible, no
one being with him.” Memoir, 3rd edit. p. 24.

313. G. proicum = Antennaria dioica. fHoov-Eberlasting.
Grows in patches, and scattered, on every muir in our district,—a
pretty and interesting plant. June, July.

314. Sgnecto vuLGaris.  Oroundgel: Grundp-Svalloty.—
Wastes and gardens, everywhere. Summer and autumn. Gathered
for cage birds.

315. S. viscosus. On waste grounds near onsteads, on naked
spots in wouds, and on banks in deans, not uncommon, and scattercd
over the district.  July-Oct.

316. S. syLvaricus. Sandy soils. Common in fir plantations, on
whin banks, and rubbish cast out from quarries. July. In many
places on moors, when whins are dug up or burnt, this plant springs
up in very great profusion, where formerly not a specimen was to be
seen. It also appears in woods when trees are cut down, or brushwood

27. Doronicum pardalianches. In Gerarde’s Herbal we are told that this
rare plant ““ hath been found and gathered in the cold mountains of North-
umberland, by Dr. Penuy, lately of London, deceased, a man of much ex-
perience and knowledge in simples.”” On the same authority undoubtedly,

homas Johnson says that this Doronicum grows ** on the high mountaines
of Northumberland.” Merc. Bot. pars alt. p. 19.—This is good authority
for the indigenous claim of the plant; but it 18 now not to be found on these
hills. It ocenrsin grounds attached to houses, but whether scions from the
native race is disputable.—B. Professor Balfour finds it on Bemersyde near
Melrose, Phytologist, 1852, p. 671, but he does not say whether with ap-
pearances of wildness or not.
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is cleared away. Pursh records a similar fact concerning a North
American species, S, hieraciiolius. Sec ¢ British America” in Edin.
Cab. Library. J. Ilardy.

317. S. TenvriroLius = 8. erucifolius. Edin. New PlLil. Journ.
Oct. 1827, p. 191.—Rare. B. Sides of the road halfway between
Swinton and Swinton-mill, Rev. A, Baird. Road-side south of Orange-
lane ; and near Sunnyside and Grizzle-rig in the parish of Eccles,
Dr. R. D. Thomson. In the lane between Edrington and Cocklaw ;
and on the Raven-knowes, Dr. R. Dunlop. July.

Mr. Baird brought specimens from the first-named locality the day
after he had picked them, and I well remember the pleasure he felt
when we ascertained that the plant was new to the Scottish Flora.
In those young days of ours such a discovery wasa thing to boast of;
and the student will never be a botanist who would lightlie it.
Long years have passed away; but it is not long since, when riding
along the broad lane, I saw the plant enduring there as fresh and
vigorous as at first,—and so it will continue for generations to follow.
Mark the contrast! The preacher who loved to point the tale of
human transitoriness with the flower’s short and evanescent life—and
yet truly so everduring,—has himself gone down to the grave: nor
to come back again,—tfor it, unconscious, giveth no answer to the in-
fluence nor of the rain of spring, nor of summer’s heat.

The Rev. Andrew Baird was the second son of the Rev. James
Baird of Swinton in Berwickshire. He was born at Eccles in the
same county, and received his preliminary education at the Grammar-
school in Kelso. On the death of his father, the family became
settled in Edinburgh, where Mr. B. pursued and completed the
course of study preseribed for those who enter into the Church of
Scotland. While at the University, Mr. B. paid much more than the
usual attention of students to Natural Ilistory, and was amongst the
most distinguished of Professor Jameson’s pupils. Ile was oue of
the founders of the ¢ Plinian Society,” which had counsiderable influ-
ence in making Natural History more popular with the students than
it had previously been. lle was also one of the original members of
the Berwickshire Naturalists’ Club, and took an active part in its
proceedings, until his mind and time became almost entirely occupied
with the duties of the parish of Cockburnspath, of which he was the
minister; and with the discussions that led to the severance of a large
proportion of its clergymen from the Establishment. He was amongst
those who deemed it to be their duty to secede; and, joining the “Free
Church,” he laboured zealously amongst the flock that followed him,
and loved him, until his too early death. He died at Oldhamstocks, on
the morning of Sabbath, June 22, 1845. His health, which for several
months had been in a declining state, seriously gave way about three
weeks before his death, which came, however, rather suddenly and
unexpected.

Mr. Baird was a man of retiring and unobtrusive habits, fond of
society, and yet rather forming a part of the company than amalga.
mating with it.  lle took great delight in natural scenery, and was
hence tamiliar with every grand and picturesque object and view in
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his parish and native county ; and he drew, with admirable skill, the
scenes he loved so well. He was an able and eloquent preacher.
Professional avocations checked the progress he had early made in
Natural History, but he advocated and loved the science to the end ;
and his latest etfort was the delivery of some Lectures on its advan-
tages as a study, in the Mechanics’ Institute at Dunbar. He contri-
buted much to the geology and botany of our district; but he was
more an acute and accurate observer than an author, and published
nothing with his name excepting the history of the parish of Cock-
burnspath, in the new Statistical Account of Scotland.

A monument to his memory has been erccted in the churchyard
of Cockburnspath by his congregation; and upon the central column
the following inseriptions are engraved :—

“To the memory of the Rev. Andrew Baird. Born 16th November,
1200.  Ordained 28th April, 1831, assistant and successor to the Rev.
Andrew Spence m the parish of Cockburnspath. Died at Old Hamstocks,
22nd Juue, 1845, Minister of the Free Church of - Cockburnspath and
Old Hamstocks.” ’

“Mr. Baird was a man of the most amiable disposition, of a refined
taste, and of no ordinary scientific acquirements ; faithful to his Divine
Master, beloved by his flock, stedfast in his adherence to the principles of
the Free Church of Scotland amidst many pecuhar lmrdslli!)s, which he
bore with meekness and unshaken constancy, until his death.”

318. 8. saconEa. Ragioort: Pellobw-toee: Pellow  Ell-
ghinders, and in the Merse, Jfis3-gigs.—A common weed in old
pastures and by road-sides. July, Aug.—Some individuals have all
the rays of the flowers involute, or with their margins rolled inwards,
giving a peculiar aspect to the plant; and others have no ligulate
florets. Both these varieties I have found in our Maudlin ficlds.
There is another variety with the leaves much more cut and divided
than usual, so that they obtain something of the appearance of the
curly-leaved parsley. This is not rare.

319. 8. Aauaticus. Boggy ground in old pastures, more
especially at the sides of ponds on muirs. July, August.

320. CaARrLINA VvULGaRriS. Uncommon, and confined apparently
to the neighbourhood of the sea. B. Banks below Lamberton Shiels;
and thence northwards to beyoud Burumouth. Near Ernesheugh
camp, A. A. Carr.—D. Holy Island, Dr. Neill. Links at Bamburgh
Castle, Dr. F. Douglas. June, July.—¢ Sicca persistit, postquam
periit matura, etiam toto altero anno, triste spectaculum.”’—
Linngeus.

321. CENTAUREA NIGRA. Rard-Weads: Tassels: Morge’s:
Bllnps.—-—Very common in old pastures, on grassy banks, aud by
road-sides. The variety in which all the florets are radiant and
larger than usual (Raii Syn. 199), and which is really a not unhand-
some plant, was found frequently, in this immediate neighbourhood,
in the summer of 1850. July, Aug.—The style is clothed with short
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soft spines, which, in an elougated and enlarged form, make a collar
round its base. :

322. C. scaBiosa. Very rare. R. Gathered at Sprouston,
almost on the confines of Berwickshire, by the Rev. John Baird.
July, Aug.

323. C. cyanus. Blucbottles: Blaber or Blawort. Turner
calls it the Blewblatw.—Corn-tields, now rare, and only occasionally
seen in fields amidst our hilly border. It appeared, in several spots,
abundantly on the cutting of the rail-roads, intermingled with the
Poppy. It was, in former times, an abundant and beautiful weed ;
so well known as to have become an object of tamiliar comparison.

¢ Of colour like a Blatwart blue.””—A. Ramsay.

“ May ne’er the canker o’ the drink
Mak our bald spirits thrawart,
*Case we get wherewitha’ to wink,
Wi’ een as blue's a blawart,
W1’ straiks thir days!”
R. FERGUSON. * Leith Races.”

The Bluebottle has been introduced into the garden, where it runs
into numerous varicgations. July, Aug.

324. Arcrium LAPPA. Burlocken.—Waste grounds.

325. A. BARDANNA=A. minus. Burbocken: The Burr.— It
groweth comonly about townes and villages, about diches and
hyghewayes and doung hylles and such vile places.”” Autumn.—
The observations of Doody and Ray tend to confirm the opinion of
those botanists who maintain the distinctness of our Burdocks. See
Syn. 1696, p. 88. I am at a loss, however, sometimes to refer a
specimen to its species; but I insert both in our catalogue, haviug
had the advantage of having their characters pointed out by Mr.
Babington on our wayside plants. The latter is by much the com-
monest.— In the eastern parts of Berwickshire, the ‘ripening,” b
which is meant the flowering of the ‘burr,’ is associated wit
Cockburnspath or Lammas Fair. To the mirth of this gingerbread
festival, it appears, in former times, to have very much contributed,
bundles of burrs being introduced just as the olden people began to
show themselves. Until the constable allayed the riot, there was no
remedy but to fly, or to resume the defensive. The Burr was not
the only provoking thing, for when removed, it left a sediment of
white hairs, which gave, to well brushed and holiday attire, the ap-
pearance of having been wrapt in a woollen blanket !—Children are
wont to dissect the flowering burrs, removing all the hooks and
flowers, till the clustered pappus alone adheres to the receptacle.
These they term brushes.”—J. Ilardy.

17. Onopordum acanthium. Zcotch Thrissel.—In gardens and
shrubberies ; where it maintains itself unsown.
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326. Carpuus NuTANS. In pastures only. B. In fields about
Edrom ; and at Maytield ; and in a field above Blackburnrigg wood,
plentiful. —N. In fields about Doddington; and in fields near
Newlands heyond Belford.—R. On Bowmont water.—Begins to
flower towards the end of June, with the mujor part of our Thristles,
and continues flowering throughout autumn. “ Flos cernuus, noctu
suaveolens; entymologis notissimus ob Phaleenas flores noctu copiose
depascentes.”  Linnsus.—Mr. Hardy has remarked that the musky
smell peculiar to the species appears to reside most powerfully on the
under surtace of the leaves.

327. C. acantHOI1DES. In hedges and on dry waste grounds
not uncommeon, and not unormamental. Qur plant is the variety
3. crispus; but the real C. crispus would appear not to have been
found in Britain. Aun. and Mag. N. Hist. Ser. 2. ix. p. 341.
July-Sept.

328. C. TeNxvuirLorus. Waste places and road-sides, common.
July.

329. C. marianvus = Silvbum marianum.—On waste grounds
where old buildings have gone to ruin, scattered over the district,
B. Bankhill and other parts of the ramparts; aud on the bank of
the Old Castle fronting the river, sparingly. About Newwaterhaugh;
Milne-Graden ; and Millknowe in the Lammermuirs.—D. Holy-
Island opposite St. Cuthberts,. Thompson. “1 saw beautitul
specimens 1n the churchyard of Holy-Island in 1844, R. Embleton.
—1I have noticed that whenever & piece of new ground is taken and
trenched for a garden, specimens of this Thistle make their appear-
ance. The Rev. Thos. S. Goldie, in his account of the pansh of
Coldstream, says of Thistles in general :—*“ It may be observed as a
curious fact, that whenever the soil is turned up beyond a depth of
three or four feet, immense quantities of thistles immediately spring
up, and flourish in wild luxuriance.”” Stat. Acc. Berwicks. p. 205.

330. Cnicus LANCEOLATUS. Bure-Thristle, Way-sides, frequent.
July, Aug. Children are accustomed to tear oft the involucrum, and
spread out the flower into the shape of a Sun-flower.  This is some-
times fixed to the bounet by way of cockade. The receptacle is often
eaten. The seeds are a favourite food of the Goldtinch. Small flocks
of this bird are occasionally scen in the fields during the winter
season, gathered around a clump of withered thistles. J. Hardy.

331. C~. parusTrIs. Bog-Thrissel. Boggy grounds, common.
It has often white flowers. July, Aug.

332. CN. ArvENsts.  Cultivated fields and way-sides, much too
common on many light soils. July.

333. C~n. neTeropHYLLUS. Rare.—B. In the plantation by the
side of the post-road to the east of Houndwood house, G. Henderson.
In marshy spots on the top of the sea banks between Redheugh and
Dulaw, J. Hardy. Banks of the Whiteadder ahove Claribad mill,
Dr. R. Dunlop.  Langton-Lees' clengh, Rev. T. Brown. In abun-

VOL. I. i
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dance in the Crawboot-loch whins on the Hirsel estate near Ayton-
hall, Miss E. Bell and A. Huuter.—N. At the foot of Cheviot,
N. Winch. Heathpuol Bell, Dr. F. Douglas.—Aug.—The leaves
of this fine species exhale a strong musky smell. J. Hnrdv.

The species of Carduus and Cnicus are called Thristies by our
peasantry, who know well that one differeth from another, but it has
scemed to them superfluous to give distinctive names to a tribe that
lie under one ban. In the progress of agriculture, their numbers
have been greatly reduced, so that now we can scareely form an idea
of their former abundance. They were, a century since and back-
wards, used commonly as fodder for cattle ; and, to “this day, Thistles
—were there any—would be exempt from paying custom at St Bos-
well’s fair.  The vicar of Norham once found it worth his while to
take tithe of his parishioners’ thistles. There is a ¢ Thistley-hill
in Iloly-Island; and I can remember when every farm had its
thistley braes or knowes. To reap these, when cropped with coru,
it was necessary to guard the left hand of the shearers with a leather
glove. In 1344-5 there is this entry amongst the expenses of
the Priory of Holy-Island :—¢ Gloves for 14 servants, when they
gathered the tythe corn, 2s. 84.” Raine’s N. Durham, p. 87.—
The manufacture of these gloves continued down to within these few
years ; but it is now trivial or gone into disuse.

334. Lapsana communts. Waste grounds and corn-fields, an
annual and nameless weed of no account. July, Aug.

335. IlvyrocH®RIs RADICATA. Pastures and waste grounds. July.

336. AparGiA HisPIDA = Leontodon hispidum. Meadows and
pastures, common. July.

337. A. aurumyaLis = Oporina autumnalis. Meadows and
pastures, very common. On our links and elevated muirs there very
often occurs a small variety with a stalk bearing from one to three

flowers. This is the “ Sinall jagged Hawkbit ” of Petiver’s Eng. PL.
tab. 12. fig. 3.

338. TRAGOPOGON M1NOR. Bab. Man. 187.= Tr. major, Berw.
Fl ii. 286. ="Tr. pratensis 3, Arnott Brit. F1, 201.—Sides of roads
and of corn-ficlds, distributed over the district. It grows in more
abundance than elsewhere in the plantation that borders the avenue
to the mansion house of Low-linn. June, July.—‘The credit,”
says Mr. Babington, of determmmg this plaut be]ongs to Mr.
Lelghton ”  Manual, edit. Ist, p. 177. To render it just, this asser-
tion must be received in a very limited sense. Mr. Woodward was,
perhaps, the first native botanist to call particular attention to the
species or variety. Ile had remarked that, in specimens gathered in
Huntingdonshire, the calyx is always exactly equal with the blossom,
while, in Noifolk, the calyx invariably exceeded it ; and, as the stems

23, Cichorium intybus.  Wild Succory. In the course of every season

a few straggling snhecimens are found, in our district, in corn-fields; but the
plant hus no certain habntat.
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of the latter were also much shorter, he was.led to ask if these plants
are not distiuct species! About the same period, Mr. Stackhouse
pointed out that the ealyx in Cornish specimens was always much
longer than the blossom.  Withering, Bot. Arrang. iii. p. 672, edit.
1796.—These observations received less notice than they were en-
titled to, and the varieties went almost unmarked *, when, in 1829, I
mentioned that our Berwickshire Goat’s-beard presented the, same
peculiarity as the Nortolk and Cornish one. Fl. Berw.i. p. 172.
The character appearing to my friend Dr. R. D. Thomson to be one
of specific value, he, in the following year, took speciinens to Sir
William J. Hooker, and adjudged the plant to be the Tragopogon
major of Jacquint; and, under this name, it was, in consequence,
recorded in the 2nd vol. of th