
PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

ASTATIC  SOCIETY  OF  BENGAL,

For  Aveust,  1856.

At  a  monthly  general  meeting  of  the  society,  held  onthe  6th

instant,  at  the  usual  hour,

Dr.  G.  G.  Spilsbury,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair.

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.
Presentation  received.

From  the  Grant  Medical  College  in  Bombay,  a  copy  of  the  report
of  the  institution  for  the  Session  1855-56,

A  note  from  Mr.  H.  V.  Bayley,  announcing  his  withdrawal  from

the  society,  was  recorded.

A.  Roberts,  Esq.,  C.  S.,  Major  W.  C.  Erskine,  and  Rajah  Sutto-

shurn  Ghosal  Bahadoor,  proposed  and  seconded  at  the  last  meeting,
were  balloted  for  and  elected  members.

The  following  gentlemen  were  named  for  ballot  at  the  next

meeting  :—

Lieut.  H.  S.  Forbes,  Artillery,  supervisor  of  the  Ganges,  pro-

posed  by  Major  Ouseley,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Atkinson.  Sultan

Mohamed  Busheerooddeen  Saheb,  proposed  by  Mr.  Grote,  and  se-

conded  by  Mr.  Atkinson.  A.  R.  Young,  Esq.,  B.  C.S.,  and  R.  B.

Chapman,  Esq.,  B.  C.  S.,  proposed  by  Mr.  Beadon,  and  seconded  by
Mr.  Atkinson.

With  reference  to  Mr.  Greenough’s  Geological  map  of  India,  a

copy  of  which  was  sent  by  the  Bengal  Government  in  September

last,  with  a  request  that  the  society  would  express  their  opinion  of

its  merits,  the  Council  submitted  the  following  report  drawn  up  by

a  special  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  :—
To  tHe  Councin  oF  THE  Astatic  Society  or  Brnaat.

The  Sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Council  of  the  Asiatic  So-

ciety  under  date  the  28th  September,  1855,  to  consider  and  report
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upon  the  Geological  and  Physical  map  of  India,  prepared  by  Mr.

Greenough,  which  had  been  forwarded  by  the  Government  of  Ben-

gal,  with  a  request  that  the  Asiatic  Society  should  give  effect  to  the

wishes  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  returning  the  map  with  such

information  as  they  might  possess  bearing  upon  its  accuracy,  have

considered  the  questions  referred  to  them,  and  now  beg  to  submit.

their  report.

The  despatch  of  the  Court  of  Directors  states,  that  this  map  has

been  “  compiled  by  Mr.  Greenough  from  such  materials  as  he  has

been  able  to  collect,”  and  your  Committee  would  most  fully  aeknow-

ledge  the  great  labour  of  research  and  the  careful  compilation

which  this  map  evinces.  They  cannot  but  remark,  however,  that  it

is  not  only  customary  but  very  desirable  that  in  such  cases  the

principal  sources  of  information  which  have  been  taken  advantage

of,  the  special  authors  or  observers  consulted,  and  the  general  cha-

racter  of  the  data  so  compiled,  should  be  fully  stated.  They  be-

lieve  that  this  is  even  more  largely  requisite  with  regard  to  a  country

like  India,  concerning  the  geology  of  which  so  little  is  known,  than

with  regard  to  the  more  closely  investigated  districts  of  Europe.

No  memoir  or  report  has  accompanied  the  map.  Your  Committee

is  aware  that  an  abstract  of  Mr.  Greenough’s  communication  to  the
British  Association  for  the  advancement  of  Science  at  their  meeting

in  1854,  when  this  map  was  first  presented,  has  been  published  mn

the  reports  of  that  association  ;  and  areference  to  this  short  abstract

has  more  fully  convinced  them  of  the  important  omission  which

has  occurred  in  not  supplying  a  copy  even  of  these  few  words  of

explanation  along  with  the  map.

It  appears  obvious  also,  that  the  compiler  has  had  the  benefit  of

MS.  reports  and  communications,  inasmuch  as  several  statements:

sometimes  of  startling  importance,  have  been  embodied  in  this  map,

which  your  Committee  is  not  aware  have  ever  before  been  published

and  which,  they  believe,  would  never  have  remained  uncontradicted

had  they  been  so.  Your  Committee  is  altogether  unable  to  say

what  value  should  be  attached  to  such  statements,  but  were  they  to

judge  from  the  analogy  of  other  similar  geological  statements  in

this  country,  they  would  be  disposed  to  rank  them  as  nothing

better,  if  not  something  even  worse,  than  conjecture.
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Your  Committee  would  also  express  their  regret  at  finding  that

more  care  has  not  been  taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  map  with

regard  to  the  purely  topographical  or  geographical  portion.  In

these  respects  it  is  altogether  behind  the  present  state  of  our  know-

ledge  of  this  country.  Mr.  Greenough  states  it  to  be  the  result  of

twenty  years’  labour.  It  is  therefore  not  improbable  that  an  old

map  of  that  date  originally  used  for  the  recording  of  geological  facts

has  been  continued  as  the  basis  of  the  present  one.  If  a  new  com-

pilation  has  been  made,  great  want  of  care  and  attention  appears  to

have  been  allowed  in  its  preparation.  Names  of  the  same  places  are

in  some  cases  repeated  at  points  differing  by  whole  degrees  in

latitude,  ranges  of  hills  have  been  misplaced  occasionally  by  some

hundred  miles.  In  brief,  your  Committee  consider  the  map  so

wanting  in  accurate  geographical  information,  that  it  never  can

become  the  basis  of  a  careful  geological  map.  !

Your  Committee  have  been  unanimously  impressed  with  the

strong  conviction,  that  the  time  which  the  Court  of  Directors  have

proposed  for  the  collection  and  collation  of  more  accurate  informa-

tion  regarding  the  Geology  of  the  country,  is  much  too  short,  to

admit  of  any  really  useful  result  being  obtained.  They  have  given

below  a  list  of  isolated  points  in  which  corrections  are  required,  but

for  any  general  improvement  much  more  time  will  be  needed.

Your  Committee  desire  to  acknowledge  the  value  of  this  map,

they  look  upon  it  as  a  most  important  contribution  to  the  natural

history  of  this  country;  they  consider  it  will  prove  both  a  guide

and  an  aid  to  the  researches  of  many,  It  will  shew,  however

impertectly,  the  great  desiderata  in  the  geological  history  of  the

country,  and  will  form  an  index  to  the  present  state  of  knowledge.

But  they  conceive,  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  its

present  state,  to  form  a  memorial  of  the  condition  of  our  geological

knowledge  at  the  time  of  its  publication.  They  think  it  too  erro-

neous  in  many  respects,  to  be  capable  of  being  used  as  the  ground

work  of  an  accurate  map;  and  they  look  forward  with  anxious

expectation  to  the  time  when  the  more  detailed  investigations  of  the

geological  survey  in  this  country  will  furnish  data  for  such  a  compil-

ation.  They  can  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  your  Society  for  the
present  year  in  proof  of  these  views.  New  light  has  been  within
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the  last  few  months  thrown  upon  the  structure  of  immense  areas,

which  will  in  reality  affect  the  whole  system  of  colouring  adopted

on  the  map  under  consideration.  But  the  details  of  such  researches

are  not  as  yet  suiliciently  extended  to  enable  them  to  be  made  use

of  for  the  purposes  of  a  general  map.

Your  Committee  are  the  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  inexpe-

diency  of  any  present  attempt  at  the  issue  of  a  new  edition  (as  the

Court  of  Directors  would  appear  to  contemplate)  of  this  map,  by

the  fact  that  any  corrections  now  made  cannot  have  the  benefit  of

the  knowledge  and  research  of  the  original  compiler.  Geology  had

to  mourn  the  loss  of  Mr.  Greenough  even  before  the  actual  publi-

cation  of  this  map.  And  while  your  Committee  is  persuaded  that

some  of  the  errors  they  have  alluded  to,  would  never  have  escaped

his  careful  revision,  they  think  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  for  any

other  person  now  to  take  full  advantage  of  such  corrections  as
might  be  noted.  If  a  new  map  be  desired  they  conceive  that  a

competent  geologist  should  be  requested  to  devote  his  energies  to

it  for  the  ensuing  two  or  three  years,  so  that  a  map,  brought  up

fully  to  the  most  recent  state  of  knowledge  on  the  subject,  might

then  be  published,  while  the  present  map  would  ever  remain  ‘a

monument  of  Mr.  Greenough’s  zeal  and  labour.

Your  Committee  cannot  avoid  expressing  their  entire  concur-

rence  with  the  views  of  the  Court  of  Directors  in  thinking,  that

such  maps  “‘  may  be  made  the  means  of  procuring  further,  and  more

correct  information’?  on  the  geology  of  the  country,  but  they  feel

satisfied  that  this  must  be  brought  together  by  some  one  acquainted

with  Indian  geology  as  well  as  European;  and  must  shew  a  less

exclusive  adherence  to  European  types  and  European  nomenclature.

All  which  they  would  submit  as  their  report  on  the  questions

referred  to  them.
THomas  OLDHAM.

C.  B.  Youna,  Captain  Engineers.

H.  L.  Tuurti1eEr,  Major.

E.  G.  Spruspury,  M.  D.

A.  GRore.

H.  Propineton,  Curator  Museum  Keo-

July  1st,  1856.  nomic  Geology.
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Memorandum  of  corrections  which  ought  to  be  made  in  Mr.  Gree-

nough’s  Geological  Map  of  India.

1.—The  fossils  found  in  the  boring  at  Fort  William,  Calcutta,

were  all  of  recent  species,  and  not  of  Sewalik  age.

2.—In  the  neighbourhood  of  Silhet,  the  Cossia  hills,  &c.  the

words  “  nummulite  bed’?  under  the  name  Silhet,  ought  to  be  remoy-
ed—none  such  exists  there.

3.—“Silhet  Coal  field’?  placed  on  the  map  to  the  west  of  the

town  of  Pondua,  to  be  erased.  No  Coal  near  this.

4.—Jynhanpoor  on  the  map  ought  to  be  Jynteapoor.

5.—The  words  “  Coal  many  hundred  feet  thick’?  under  Jyntea-

poor,  contain  an  assertion  totally  unfounded.

6.—A  peculiar  colour  is  carried  all  along  the  base  of  the  hills

here,  between  the  tint  of  green  representing  the  Eocene,  and  the

pink  of  the  gneiss,  &c.  for  which  no  representation  is  given  in  the

index  of  colours.  We  presume  this  to  be  altogether  a  mistake  of
the  colourers.

7.—The  dotted  lines  for  colour  boundaries  near  the  west  of  the

Cossia  and  the  Garrow  hills  have  been  altogether  disregarded.

8.—The  granite  is  not  known  to  extend  along  the  northern  face

or  slope  of  the  Cossia  and  Garrow  hills—but  is  found  in  detached

patches  in  the  hills.

9.—At  and  near  to  the  intersection  of  the  parallels  of  25°  N.  lat.

and  91°  Hast  long.,  the  country  is  entirely  alluvial.  The  words

“nummulite  beds,  and  limestone’  are  therefore  erroneously  in-
serted.

10.—The  “  Cyrtoma,  a  new  species  of  the  fossil  Ecchinida,”’

shewn  as  occurring  in  the  gneiss  is  from  the  Eocene.  The  Cyrtoma,

is  a  genus  not  species.

11.—The  mode  of  representing  the  area  covered  by  the  coal-

bearing  rocks  in  Bengal  gives  a  very  erroneous  idea  of  the  geology

of  the  country.  They  do  not  in  any  known  case  form  a  continuous

band,  but  invariably  occur  in  isolated  basins  or  areas,  included  in

the  gneiss.

12.—*  Patturghatta”  near  to  Colgong  is  on  the  river  Ganges.
There  is  no  “  limestone’’  there.

3K
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13.—The  Laterite  from  Balasore  upwards  forms  only  a  very

qJimited  and  broken  band,  and  does  not  occur  in  the  immense  spread
shewn  here.

14.—There  is  no  laterite  in  the  flat  country  near  Shahabad.  It
is  all  alluvial.

15.—In  the  districts  marked  “  unknown’  near  Cuttack,  the  survey

have  mapped  coal  fields.

16.—There  are  on  this  map  two  words  “  Kuttack’’  inserted,

there  should  be  only  one.  That  most  to  the  south  on  the  Maha-
nudi  river  is  more  nearly  in  the  correct  position  than  the  other.

17.—In  the  Curruckpore  Hills  near  Monghyr  no  limestone  is

known,  the  words  “  white  marble,’  &c.  must  therefore  be  removed.

18.—The  Curhurbalee  coal  field  is  a  whole  degree  of  longitude

out  of  its  true  position.

19.—There  is  no  long  line  of  coal-bearing  rocks  stretching  by

the  Adji  river  in  Beerbhoom.

20.—The  Rajmahal  Hills  are  not  identical  with  the  Goomah

Ghauts  as  given.  The  Rajmahal  hills  are  near  to  the  town  of  Raj-

mahal,  two  degrees  east  of  where  they  are  shewn.

In  Central  India,  &e.  :

21.—Omercuntuc,  the  source  of  the  Nerbudda  is  placed  on  the
Soan  river,  whereas  it  should  be  to  south  of  Ajmeergurh  when  a

pencil  x  has  been  put.
22.—The  Maikel  Pahar  on  which  is  the  table-land  from  whence

the  Nerbudda  rises,  is  all  trap  capped  with  laterite.
23.—South  of  the  Nerbudda  from  Ramgurh  to  Ajmeergurh  (2)  is  18

coloured  syenite,  Sc.,  while  most  of  it  is  laterite,  and  to  the.  north

below  the  Maikel  hills  about  Sohagpoor,  it  is  sandstone.

24.—A  large  tract  between  Mundlah  and  Jubbulpore  is  coloured

“  Coal  of  all  ages,”  but  should  be  trap  on  both  sides  of  the  river.
25.—Coal  is  found  at  Lemaita  Ghat,  South  of  Gurrah  near  Jub-

bulpore  :  not  marked.

26.—  Goondwana  represented  onthe  map  as  gneiss,  is  chiefly  coal-

bearing  rocks  covered  with  trap.

27.—“  Mahadeo  Pahar”’  or  the  Mahadewa  range,  is  altogether  out

of  position.  The  range  on  the  map  north  of  Goondwana  is  nearly
their  position,  |
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28.—The  Mahadewa  Hills  are  all  sandstone.

29.—The  Mittoor  range  is  trap.
30.—The  sandstone  represented  on  the  map  by  the  bright  yellow

eolour  is  continuous  down  the  valley  of  the  Nerbudda  considerably

further  to  the  west  than  Hindia,  instead  of  ceasing  at  Hosingabad.

-  81.—The  area  coloured  as  “  coal,  &c.,”  and  which  includes  Bower-

gurh,  Doregurh,  &c.,  is  in  reality  gneiss.
-  82.—Bhavergurh  as  here  printed  should  be  Bhower,  or  Baar.

gurh.

33.—Bhoradoorg  and  Bhoragurh  are  one  and  the  same  place.

.  84.—At  Oomrait,  Coal  is  printed  and  pits  ie  but  it  is  colour:
ed  as  gneiss.

35.—The  whole  of  the  Vindya  and  the  Kymore  ranges  are  of  a

totally  different  age  from  the  coal  rocks  south  of  the  Nerbudda.

.  36.—About  six  miles  south  of  Ramteak  Manganese  said  to  be
abundant.

|  37.—At  Koorraddee,  marble  much  used  in  building,  is  chiefly
dolomitic.

38.—The  whole  course  of  the  Wyne  Gunga  is  in  trap  rocks.

39.—The  Palamow  and  Sirgooja  coal  fields  are  not  united.

40.—There  is  no  ground  whatever  for  colouring  the  great  masses

of  the  Himalayas  as  granite.  In  Sikkim  for  instance,  Kunchinjinga
is  undoubtedly  not  granite  as  here  shewn,  and  for  many  of  the

other  great  masses  the  same  is  true.

41.—At  the  foot  of  the  Darjeeling  Hills  the  band  of  colour  repre-

senting  the  Eocene  rocks,  is  more  than  twice  as  broad  as  it  should
be.  It  should  not  extend  into  the  flats  or  terai.

_  42.—There  is  no  ground  for  colouring  such  an  area  as  granite  in

Shahabad.  It  occurs  in  detached  points  and  masses.
43.—The  coal  in  Cutch  is  not  marked.

'  44.—There  are  no  known  reasons  for  connecting  the  cretacious

rocks  near  T'richinopoly  with  those  at  Verdachellum  near  Pondi-

cherry,  so  as  to  form  a  continuous  band.

45.—W  hat  ground  is  there  for  saying  that  coal  is  found  400  feet

deep,  at  or  near  Salagur  in  the  Sunderbunds  ?

'  46.—In  Pegu  and  Arracan  to  the  east  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.

Mynuoung,  which  is  shewn  in  Arracan  to  west  of  the  hill  range,  is

in  reality  on  the  banks  of  the  Irrawaddi.
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47.—Sarawaddi  is  equally  on  the  river  Irrawaddi.

48.—Kyouktaran  is  also  on  the  river.

49.—From  this  point  northward  along  the  river,  as  far  as  the

map  extends,  the  greenish  tint  used  for  tertiary  rocks  may  be
continued.

50.—“  Silurian  beds’?  entered  near  Patanago  to  be  erased;  all

tertiary.

51.—The  words  “  transition  limestone”  near  183  N.  lat.  to  be

erased,  all  is  tertiary.

52.—Again  “  transition  limestone”  (at  19°  N.  lat.)  ought  to  be

removed,  and  the  words  “Silurian  slate’  under  Pukan-gyi  ought  to

be  removed:  none  being  there.

53.—In  colouring  in  many  cases  there  has  been  a  great  want  of

care.  At  N.  lat.  285  and  East  long.  68°  to  71°  a  case  of  this  kind

may  be  seen,  when  the  colours  on  the  two  different  sheets  do  not

join  within  120  miles  ;  and  several  other  cases  might  be  quoted.

The  scale  of  colours  appear  to  be  altogether  deficient  in  clearness

and  distinctness,  the  tints  approaching  each  other  too  closely.

THomas  OLDHAM,

C.  B.  Youna,  Capt.,  Engineers.

H.  L.  Tuurni1er,  Major.

EK.  Spruspury,  J.  D.
A.  GROTE.

H.  Prppineton,  Curator,  M.  Eh.  G.

The  report  was  approved  and  adopted.
Communications  were  received—

1.—From  Mr.  Grey,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,

forwarding  Dr.  McNamara’s  report  on  the  Iron  Ores  last  sent  from

Assam  by  Col.  Hannay.

The  report  is  as  follows  :—

The  iron  is  present  in  the  form  of  the  magnetic  oxide,  the  masses

of  which  are  scattered  through  a  large  proportion  of  silicious  mat-

ters.  The  ore  contains  on  an  average  40.2  per  cent.  of  metallic  iron.

By  placing  some  of  the  ore  in  a  basin,  and  washing  it  with  a

stream  of  water,  I  was  able,  very  quickly  and  with  very  little  trou-

ble,  to  obtain  an  ore  containing  65  per  cent.  of  metallic  iron,  these

specimens  may  therefore  be  considered  very  rich  as  regards  the
amount  of  iron  in  them.
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2.  From  Mr.  Secretary  Grey  forwarding  for  the  information  and

guidance  of  the  society  extracts  from  a  despatch  No.  41,  dated

18th  May  last,  in  reference  to  the  proper  application  of  the  Govern-

ment  grant  for  the  publication  of  Oriental  works,  and  adding  on

behalf  of  the  Lieut.-Governor  that  the  Society’s  account  of  the

Oriental  Publication  Fund  for  1855,  exhibited  a  larger  amount  of

liabilities  than  that  commented  on  by  the  Hon’ble  Court.  The

following  is  the  Court’s  despatch.
Pusiic  DrepartMent.

No.  41  of  1856.

Our  Governor  General  of  India  in  Council.

Para.  1.—These  accounts  exhibit  a  balance  in  hand  on  the  28th

February,  1855,  of  Rs.  5,546-6-7,  but

Narrative  dated  ‘13th  July,  with  liabilities  considerably  exceeding
Siete  Par.  tt.  Fore  |  shat.amount  or  Re:  9,224-2.  This  will  be
warding  accounts  of  the  ex-
penditure  of  the  allowances  partly  met  by  the  monthly  grant  dur-
een.  ‘te  Se  ee  ing  the  current  year,  but  it  will  involve

of  works  in  the  languages  and  the  suspension  of  many  of  the  works  in
literature  of  India  for  the  years  :  ?
1853.54.  progress.  The  difference  is  more  than

ought  to  have  been  incurred,  and  we

expect  that  in  future  the  annual  outlay  will  be  limited  to  the  amount

of  the  annual  receipts.

2.—The  increase  of  liability  arises  no  doubt  from  the  greater

activity  given  to  the  publication  of  the  numbers  of  the  Bibliotheca

Indica  by  the  arrangement  adopted  by  the  Asiatic  Society  of  pay-

ing  the  editors  for  work  actually  performed,  thus  giving  them  an

inducement  to  more  diligent  application.  As,  however,  there  is  no

particular  object  to  be  gained  by  accelerating  the  publication  of

the  Bibliotheca  Indica,  and  carefulness  in  editing  is  of  more  im-

portance  than  rapidity  of  publication,  we  are  of  opinion  that  some

restraint  should  be  imposed  upon  the  editors  of  works  that  are

likely  to  be  voluminous  or  that  are  of  minor  interest,  and  that  they

Should  be  allowed  to  issue  only  a  definite  number  of  fascicules  in

the  course  of  any  one  year.

3.—This  augmented  activity  and  enhanced  expense  arise  espe-

cially  from  the  great  impulse  given  to  publications  in  Mahommedan

literature  and  the  Arabie  language.  Of  the  38  Nos.  of  the  Biblio-
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theca  Indica  issued  in  1854,  twenty-seven  are  Arabic,  only  ten  are

Sanscrit  and  one  English,  the  cost  of  the  former  is  Rs.  6,752  of  the

ten  latter  less  than  half,  viz.  Rs.  3,036.  This  is  a  disproportion

which  is  inconsistent  with  the  comparative  claims  of  the  two  de-

partments  of  literature  whether  the  ratios  of  the  population  or  the

value  of  the  individual  works  be  considered,  for  on  referring  to  the

Mahommedan  works  we  observe  that  they  have  no  relation  what-

ever  to  India,  nor  to  any  popular  form  even  of  the  literature  of  the

Indian  Mahommedans;  but  they  embrace  to  a  very  large  extent

abstruse  Mahommedan  Theology  and  Sufyism  in  works  which  none

but  a  few  of  the  most  learned  Moulavies  can  read,  and  which  still

fewer  understand,  works  utterly  worthless  for  the  illustration  of  the

past  or  present  condition  of  India  and  of  little  utility  to  European

scholars.  When  we  authorized  the  appropriation  of  a  special  grant

to  the  encouragement  of  Indian  literature,  we  had  in  view  especially

the  literature  of  the  Hindus,  although,  we  did  not  purpose  to

exclude  Mahommedan  literature  of  local  origin  or  interest,  such  as

the  historical  works  epitomised  by  Sir  Henry  Elliott;  but  we

certainly  did  not  contemplate  a  voluminous  and  costly  publication  of

the  theology  and  tradition  and  spiritual  mysticism  of  the  Mussul-

mans,  which  is  the  literature  of  Arabia  and  not  at  all  that  of  India.

4.—  We  therefore  direct  that  the  encouragement  of  such  works

be  hereafter  withheld.:  The  publications  that  have  been  commenced

may  be  completed,  but  upon  their  completion  we  expect  that  the

Asiatic  Society  in  applying  part  of  the  funds  placed  at  its  disposal

to  Arabic  or  Persian  works  will  have  due  regard  to  the  light  which

they  are  calculated  to  throw,  not  upon  the  literature  or  theology  of

Arabia,  but  upon  the  literature  and  history  of  India.
Weare,  &c.,

(Sd.)  W.  H.  Syxzs.

ie  R.  D.  Maneues.
And  other  directors.

London,  13th  May,  1856.

The  Secretary  stated  that  the  council  had  not  yet  drawn  up  any

reply  to  this  communication,  but  that  they  were  of  opinion  that,

whilst  expressing  their  readiness  to  carry  out  the  orders  conveyed

by  it,  the  society  should  at  the  same  time  transmit  for  the  informa-
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tion  of  the  court  a  copy  of  the  recent,  correspondence  with  Professor

H.  H.  Wilson  on  the  same  subject  in  explanation  of  the  principles

upon  which  the  Bibliotheca  Indica  has  of  late  been  conducted.  The

draft  of  a  reply  would  be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting.

3.—From  Mr,  Secretary  Beadon  intimating  the  wish  of  Govern-
ment  to  transfer  toa  Museum  about  to  be  established  under  the

superintendence  of  Mr.  Oldham  the  Geological  collection  of

Government  hitherto  in  charge  of  the  Society,  and  the  services  of
the  Curator  and  his  establishment,  and  inviting  the  Society  to

deposit  its  own  collections  in  the  new  Museum.  Also  a  letter  on

the  same  subject  from  Mr.  Oldham.
The  letters  are  as  follows  :-—

From  C.  Brapon,  Esq.,

.  Secy.  to  the  Govt.  of  India.

To  tHE  Hon’sBie  Siz  James  W.  Corvine,  Kt.

President  of  the  Asiatic  Society.

Dated  the  11th  July,  1856.

How’sie  Str,—The  Government  of  India  having  resolved  on

forming  in  Calcutta  a  Museum  of  Geology,

with  a  library  of  reference  in  connexion  with

the  Geological  Survey  of  India,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.

Oldham  the  Superintendent  of.that  Survey,  Iam  directed  to  request

that  the  Society  will  place  at  Mr.  Oldham’s  disposal  the  Museum

of  Economic  Geology  now  in  charge  of  the  Society,  and  will  permit
Mr.  Piddington,  if  he  have  no  objection,  to  act  as  Curator  of  the

new  Museum  on  his  present  salary  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Oldham,

and  subject  also  to  such  superintendence  from  the  Professor  of

Geology  in  the  Presidency  College  as  Mr.  Oldham  may  determine.

2.  The  grant  of  Rs.  314  now  paid  to  the  Society  in  connexion

with  the  charge  of  the  Museum  of  Economic  Geology  will  cease

from  the  date  on  which  the  collection  is  removed  from  the  Society’s

Home Department.

premises.

3.  The  Governor  General  in  council  in  thus  relieving  the  Society

of  that  which  has  long  been  a  growing  and  unmanageable  burden  to

their  Insitution,  desires  to  express  to  its  members  the  thanks  of  the

Government  for  having  so  long  permitted  the  collection  to  occupy  a

place  in  their  house,  and  for  the  supervision  they  have  exercised  over

the  Curator’s  proceedings.
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4.  The  liberal  spirit  in  which  the  Society  met  a  similar  proposal

from  the  Government  in  1851-52,  leaves  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of
the  Governor  General  in  Council  as  to  the  readiness  with  which

they  will  acquiesce  in  a  new  disposition  of  the  Museum  of  Economic

Geology  which  will  increase  its  practical  utility,  and  His  Lord-

ship  in  Council  would  fain  hope  that  when  the  members  of  the

Society  are  assured  that  the  Government  of  India  is  earnestly

determined  to  place  the  Museum  of  Geology  on  a  liberal  effective
and  permanent  footing,  and  to  make  it  contribute  actively  to  the

promotion  of  science  and  useful  knowledge,  they  may  be  induced  to

give  their  aid  to  the  cause  by  depositing  in  the  new  Museum  under

the  charge  of  the  highly  competent  and  able  officers  who  are

appointed  to  manage  it,  and  on  such  conditions  as  may  seem  good

to  the  Society  the  valuable  collection  of  Fossils  and  other  Geolo-

gical  specimens  of  which  they  are  in  possession.
5.  It  is  not  too  much  to  assume  that  if  that  collection  should  be

placed  in  proximity  with  those  in  the  Geological  Museum,  which

will  henceforward  be  rapidly  increased,  and  effectively  exhibited,  it

would  acquire  even  greater  interest,  and  be  more  generally  instruc-

tive  than  in  a  separate  establishment.

That  the  Museum  would  thereby  receive  a  most  valuable  addition

to  its  attractiveness  and  usefulness  there  can  be  no  doubt.

I  have,  &e.,

(Sd.)  OC.  Brapon,

Secy.  to  the  Govt.  of  India.

From  the  Superintendent  of  the  Geological  Survey.

To  the  Secretary  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  dated  July  19th,  1836.

Srr,—I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Asiatic

Society,  that  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Governor  General  in
Council  to  take  immediate  measures  for  the  formation  of  an  exten-

sive  Geological  Museum,  both  Theoretical  and  Practical,  in  Caleutta,

to  be  located  for  the  present  in  a  large  house  rented  for  the  purpose,

preparatory  to,  and  in  anticipation  of  proper  and  ample  accommo-

dation  being  provided  in  the  contemplated  new  buildings  for  the

University  and  College.  In  carrying  out  this  intention,  I  have  been

directed  to  remove  at  once,  into  the  house  now  provided  “the
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collections  which  now  constitute  the  Museum  of  Economie  Geology,

and  any  other  collections  now  in  Calcutta  belonging  to  Govern-

ment.”’

I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  that  at  the  earliest  con-

venience  of  the  Society,  arrangements  may  be  made  for  handing

over  to  me  the  collections  of  the  Museum  of  Economic  Geology  now

under  their  charge.  A  house,  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  has  been

rented  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  I  am  ready  for  the  reception

and  arrangement  of  the  collections.

In  submitting  this  request  I  would  beg  to  add,  for  the  information

of  the  Society,  that  the  fully-expressed  determination  of  Govern-
ment  is  that  the  Museum  shall  contain  collections  sufficient  for  all

purposes  of  reference  and  study,  a  collection  of  all  the  mineral

products  of  the  country,  and  a  series  exhibiting  their  applications,

and  as  extensive  a  series  of  organic  remains  as  it  may  be  possible  to

bring  together,  special  attention  being  directed  to  those  from

different  parts  of  India,  with  such  fossils  of  corresponding  age  from

other  countries  as  will  tend  to  elucidate  their  history:  in  brief,  to

have  the  Museum  as  extensive,  as  useful,  and  as  general,  as  it  may
be  possible  to  make  it,  and  also  such  as  may  be  in  some  degree

worthy  of  the  capital  of  British  India.

Success  in  carrying  out  this  object  can  only  be  looked  for  from

the  hearty  aid  and  co-operation  of  all  those  who  may  take  an

interest  in  such  pursuits.  I  have  already  had  promises  of  such  co-

operation  from  several  in  Europe,  who  feel  how  materially  the

advancement  of  Geology  will  depend  on  such  establishments  to  aid

in  the  study  of  the  science,  and  I  feel  that  it  will  need  no  argument

to  prove  to  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  the  advantage  which  must

result  from  such  a  Museum.  It  could  only  have  been  from  a  con-

viction  of  those  advantages  that  the  Society  has  so  long,  so  steadily

and  so  successfully  devoted  itself  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  similar

end,  and  has  brought  together  a  collection  of  great  value  and  im-

portance.  But  no  one  can  be  more  fully  aware  than  the  Society

itself  is  how  inadequate,  for  the  exhibition  of  their  collections,  is  the

room  which  can  now  be  devoted  to  them,  and  how  impossible  it  is

to  render  useful  any  collections  which  they  possess,  and  how  many

valuable  additions  to  their  Museum  still  remain,  and  unavoidably
3  L
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remain,  packed.  away  in  boxes  and  quite  inaccessible.  Nor  is  there,

as  I  believe,  any  prospect  of  such  additional  rooms  being  obtained  as

would  suffice  for  the  display  even  of  the  existing  collections,  with-

out  reference  to  the  frequent  additions  received  every  year.

Abundant  accommodation  has  been  provided  in  the  house  which

is  at  present  intended  for  the  reception  of  these  collections,  and

ample  provision  will  be  made  in  the  intended  new  buildings  for

such  purposes.
The  connexion  of  the  Geological  Museum  finally  with  the  Uni-

versity  and  the  Presidency  College,  gives  a  full  guarantee  that  there

will  always  be  a  qualified  staff  to  take  charge  of  the  collections.

There  must  always  be  a  professor  of  Geology  attached  to  the

College,  who  even  if  a  Museum  did  not  exist  would  be  compelled

to  form  one,  and  who  would  therefore  be  deeply  interested  in  its

success,  while  the  union  of  this  Museum  with  the  great  central

establishments  for  education  would  extend  its  correspondents,  and

enable  it  to  derive  the  full  benefit  of  exchanges  with  and  from

kindred  institutions  in  other  places.

The  Museum  with  all  its  collateral  advantages  is  ordered  to  be

made  as  fully  available  to  all  classes,  as  it  possibly  can  be:  it  is  to

be  open,  under  proper  restriction,  every  day  excepting  Sundays,  and

is  to  be  free,  and  every  thing  will  be  done  to  render  it  as  perma-

nently  useful  as  possible.

Government  have  further  sanctioned  an  expenditure  sufficient

to  bring  together  a  useful  working  library  of  books  of  reference  on

such  subjects,  and  this  also  will,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  made

freely  available  for  all  enquirers  and  students.

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  express  a  confident  hope  that

the  Asiatic  Society  will  entertain  favorably  the  request  conveyed  to

them  through  their  President,  and  will  aid  in  the  advancement  of

Geology,  (an  end  which  I  am  sure  they  will  acknowledge  to  be  both

useful  and  desirable,)  by  contributing  the  collections  now  in  their

possession.
In  doing  so  I  might  add  that  they  would  only  be  following  the

example  of  other  kindred  societies  at  home,  while,  if  so  desired,

their  collections  might  readily,  for  purposes  of  reference,  be  kept

distinct  from  others  and  thus  be  quite  as  useful  to  their  members
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and  to  others,  as  they  now  are;  with  the  additional  advantage

of  forming  a  portion  of  a  more  complete  and  more  extended

series.

I  have,  &e.

(Sd.)  T.  OLpHaAM,

Superintendent,  Geological  Survey.

The  Secretary  stated  that  by  the  direction  of  the  Council,  he  had

replied  to  Mr.  Beadon’s  letter  to  the  effect  that  the  Government

collections  would  at  once  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Oldham,

but  that  the  question  of  depositing  the  Society’s  collections  in  the

new  Museum  must  be  referred  to  the  Society  at  large  for  their

decision.

The  Council  were  still  deliberating  upon  the  course  which  they

should  recommend  the  Society  to  adopt  on  this  question  and  would

report  on  a  future  occasion.

4.  From  Capt.  W.  E.  Hay,  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Kangrah,

giving  an  account  of  some  new  Greco-Bactrian  and  other  coins  in

his  possession  accompanied  by  drawings.

-‘The  following  are  extracts  from  the  letter  :

“  An  interesting  coin  has  lately  been  sent  to  me  from  the  Punjab

which  (if  genuine)  would  apparently  disprove  the  identity  of

Theodotus  with  Diodotus,  as  I  see  conjectured  by  Prinsep  and

others.  This  coin,  which  is  of  silver  weighing  201  grs.,  has  on  the

obverse  the  head  of  the  king  Diodotus  Soéer  filleted  with  the  legend
Diodotou  Soteros.  On  the  rev.  Antimachou  Theou  Basileontos

(being  king).  A  few  months  ago  I  procured  half  ofa  coin  with  on

one  side  AIO  and  on  the  other  ANTI.  I  naturally  supposed  the  name

would  have  been  Antiochus,  but  this  second  and  very  perfect  coin

leaves  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  This  is  the  reverse  usually  found
on  the  Antiochus  coins.

“  J  have  a  silver  coin  of  Heliocles  of  large  size,  also  a  novelty  ;  on

the  obverse  the  head  is  helmeted  like  Eukratides,  and  on  the  reverse

a  seated  figure  of  Jupiter.  This  coin  was  in  bad  condition  until

I  applied  nitric  acid,  when  the  legend  came  out  very  distinctly.

Another  beautiful  brown  coin,  or  I  should  say  a  Civie  Medal,  seems

to  be  new;  the  head  on  the  obverse  is  that  of  a  handsome  young

man,  apparently  intended  to  represent  Apollo.  If  of  Kuthydemus,
3L  2
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it  represents  him  much  younger  than  on  any  of  the  silver  coins  of

that  king.  On  the  rev.  of  this  coin  is  a  beautifully  executed  altar  as

seen  in  some  of  the  Syrian  coins  with  the  legend  Basileos  Euthyde-

mou.  The  monogram  is  similar  to  that  on  the  copper  coins  of

Demetrius,  figured  No.  4  in  Cunningham’s  plate  No.  2,  to  160.

I  have  also  the  same  monogram  on  a  double-headed  Hukratides,

which  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  procure,  and  which  is  an

undoubted  genuine  coin.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  send  you

sketches  of  some  other  coins  which  I  believe  to  be  new  and  unpub-

lished;  one,  a  small  drachma  of  silver  of  Euthydemus,  is  a  beautiful

coin,  weighing  60  grains,  with  the  same  reverse  as  the  large  coins

usually  bear.

‘“*  Also  a  half  drachma  of  Hippostratus,  weighing  35  grains,  similar

exactly  to  one  of  his  didrachmas.  Also  a  Satrap’s  coin;  I  don’t  feel

sure  of  the  name,  but  I  imagine  it  to  be  Zoilus.

“  Also  a  beautiful  new  type  of  Myas  in  execution  equal  to  the

smal]  square  coins  of  Apollodotus.

“Likewise  a  round  copper  coin  of  Myas,  on  the  rev.  a  figure  in  the

act  of  moving,  the  head  surrounded  by  a  glory  or  disc.  I  have  other

coins  which  I  believe  to  be  quite  new,  but  such  numbers  of  novel-

ties  must  have  been  brought  to  your  notice  within  the  last  few  years,

that  it  may  be  irksome  to  publish  so  many  plates,  but  as  your
journal  was  the  first  to  begin,  so  it  might  wish  to  continue  the  series

of  Bactrian  relics,  which  must  be  more  or  less.  interesting,  serving

as  so  many  links  to  fill  up  gaps  in  the  interrupted  history  of  that

very  interesting  period  following  on  the  Asiatic  conquests  of  the

great  Macedonian.  |

‘I  have  a  variety  of  gems,  intaglios,  with  very  interesting  devices  ;

but  as  some  bear,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  a  decided  stamp  of  Persian

origin,  it  is  possibie  that  they  may  have  been  brought  thence  to  the

Punjab;  some,  however,  are  purely  Grecian,  others  with  heads  of

Sassanian  kings,  one  or  two  with  legends;  and  one  has  a  perfect

representation  of  Layard’s  Nineveh  Bull  king.  Come  from  where

they  may,  they  are  evidently  antiquities  of  more  than  ordinary

interest.
‘J  have  a  very  good  collection  of  Sassanian  coins,  but  am  unable

to  read  the  legends:  could  you  assist  me  with  the  Zend  alphabet  ?
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“  One  gem  is  interesting  as  having  a  small  firealtar,  and  instead

of  the  attendant  Zoroastrian  magi,  on  each  side  is  a  Pegasus  or

winged  horse,  emblematic  I  suppose  of  flight  to  heavens.”’

Babu  Rajendralal  Mittra  thought  Capt.  Hay’s  Kuthydemus  to  be

no  novelty,  nor  did  his  Antimachus  appear  to  be  uncommon.  The

only  peculiarity  noticed  by  Capt.  Hay  was  the  legend  on  the  obverse

Diodotus  Soter;  this,  however,  was  far  from  being  distinct  on  the

drawings,  and  it  would  be  venturing  too  much  to  found  upon  it  an

argument  against  the  identity  of  Diodotus  and  Theodotus,  even  if

the  authenticity  of  the  coin  had  not  been  questionable.

The  two  Myas,  he  believed  to  be  new,  and  suggested  that  they

_  should  be  figured  in  the  journal.*

5.  From  Babu  Radhanath  Sikdar  forwarding  copy  of  a  Meteoro-

logical  Register  kept  at  the  Surveyor  General’s  office,  Calcutta,  for

the  month  of  May  last.

6.  From  Mr.  Assistant  Secretary  Oldfield  enclosing  copies  of

Meteorological  Registers  kept  at  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  to  the

*  The  following  are  copies  of  Capt.  Hay’s  figures.

No.  1.

No.  2:
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Government  of  N.  W.  P.  Agra,  for  the  months  of  May  and  June
last.  i

7.  From  Col.  Birch,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India  in

the  Military  Department,  forwarding  three  reports  from  the  Messrs.

Schlagintweit  on  the  progress  of  the  Magnetic  Survey.

Mr.  Samuells,  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  after  giving  a

slight  sketch  of  the  Physical  and  Political  Geography  of  the  Tribu-

tary  Mehals,  proceeded  to  read  the  paper  submitted  at  the  last

meeting  on  a  singular  forest  tribe  inhabiting  these  districts,*  and

read  the  following  letter  from  Lieut.  Macdonald,  Madras  Army,

Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  Northern  Circars,  in  reference  to  some
other  little  known  tribes  of  central  India.

“The  Coorumbas  are  a  race  of  savages  inhabiting  the  jungles  of

Wynaad  in  the  district  of  Malwar,  and  also  certain  parts  of  Coorg.

The  men  are  black,  of  diminutive  stature,  and  have  woolly  hair,  but

do  not  resemble  negroes  in  any  other  respect.  They  are  often  em-

ployed  in  felling  trees  in  the  coffee  estates,  on  which  occasion  they

always  have  their  women  in  the  jungle.  They  act  as  shikaris  and

guides  to  elephant  hunters.  They  are  extremely  active  and  climb

trees  like  monkeys.  In  Wynaad  they  live  in  small  huts  mostly

constructed  of  bamboos  and  grass.  In  Coorg  they  live  in  trees.

The  men  are  great  shikaris  and  are  very  fond  of  spirits  and

tobacco.  The  women  wear  nothing  round  their  waists  but  a  few

leaves.  These  details  I  have  from  MeNeill  and  Penny,  both  of

whom  have  often  seen  these  people  ;  most  probably  some  account

of  them  has  been  published,  but  I  do  not  know  where.  Pharaoh

does  not,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  give  any  account  of  them  in  his

Gazetteer  of  Southern  India.  Perhaps  an  account  may  be  found  of

them  in  the  Madras  Library  Journal,  but  I  cannot  refer  to  it.

“There  is  also  a  race  of  savages  who  inhabit  the  jungles  of  Ma-

sulipatam  and  Guntoor,  where  they  are  known  by  the  name  of

Chinchoo.  My  informant,  a  native  (formerly  a  tehsildar  in  that

part  of  the  country)  says  that  the  women  sometimes,  but  not

always,  wear  leaves  round  their  waists  and  on  the  upper  part  of

their  person.

*  This  paper  appeared  in  Journal  No.  4.
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“  On  looking  through  Pharaoh’s  Gazetteer,  1  have  come  across

the  following  account  of  a  somewhat  similar  race  at  page  546.

“  Twenty  years  ago  females  of  a  degraded  caste  of  Koliers  used

to  come  into  Mangalore  with  no  covering,  other  than  some  thick

branches  of  a  bush  tied  to  their  waist  in  front  and  the  same  behind  ;

they  have  now  substituted  a  cloth  for  the  leaves  in  front.”’

On  the  motion  of  the  chairman,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were

voted  to  Mr.  Samuells  for  his  very  interesting  account.

Dr.  Spilsbury  read  the  following  note  drawn  up  by  Major  Hogge,

Artillery,  and  forwarded  by  the  Superintending  Surgeon,  J.  Row,

Meerut.

‘‘  Parhelia  were  visible  at  about  5  p.  mM.  and  lasted  for  nearly  an

hour.  The  atmosphere  was  hazy  and  apparently  surcharged  with

moisture,  with  several  cumuli  and  nimbi  floating  about.  A  quarter

of  an  inch  of  rain  had  fallen  during  the  day.

The  inner  are  formed  a  complete  circle  with  prismatic  colours

faintly  marked.  The  Parhelia  were  in  number  two,  North  and
South  of  the  true  sun  in  this  inner  arc.

The  outer  are  was  not  quite  perfect,  being  broken  by  clouds;  but

in  such  portions  as  were  visible,  the  prismatic  colours  were  much

clearer  marked,  than  in  the  inner  one.

The  Parhelia  were  luminous  spots  about  the  size  of  the  true  sun,

and  resembled  it,  as  if  seen  through  a  thick  fog.

There  were  no  tangental  arcsor  any  other  luminous  spots  than
those  described.

The  Librarian  and  the  Curator  of  the  Zoological  Department

submitted  their  usual  monthly  reports.  pe

Major  Thuillier  begged  permission  to  make  an  announcement  to

the  meeting  which  he  was  aware,  ought  properly  to  have  been  pre-

viously  submitted  through  the  Council,  but  he  thought,  that  the

importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  entire  absence  of  any  reference

to  matters  of  previous  discussion,  or  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion

would  be  likely  to  arise,  would  justify  a  departure  from  the  ordinary

rule  and  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting,  he  would  proceed.

The  fact  he  had  it  in  his  power  through  the  kindness  of  his  friend

Colonel  Waugh  to  announce,  was  the  discovery  of  a  mountain  in

the  Himalayan  Range,  the  measurement  of  which  by  the  Great
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Trigonometrical  Survey  of  India  under  Colonel  Waugh,  Surveyor

General  of  India,  assigned  it  a  place  above  that  of  any  previously

ascertained  height  in  this  range,  already  supposed  to  boast  of

the  highest  known  mountain  in  the  world.

It  would  be  remembered  that  for  many  years  the  famous  moun-

tain  of  Dewalagiri  in  Nepal,  in  Latitude  28°  41/48”,  and  Longitude

83°  32’  8”  originally  measured  by  the  late  Captain  W.  8S.  Webb,

and  described  in  the  Asiatic  Researches,  Vol.  XII.,  was  considered

to  be  the  highest  mountain  in  the  world.  This  was  found  by  the

operations  of  the  Great  Trigonl.  Survey  to  be  26,826  feet  above  the

sea  level,  but  the  further  discoveries  of  Colonel  Waugh,  in  1847,

proved  Kanchinjinga  in  Sikkim,  in  Latitude  27°  42’-8”  and  Longi-

tude  88°  11’  26”  to  be  much  higher,  viz.  28,156  feet,  or  1,830  ft.

above  Dewalagiri.

Since  that  period  the  computations  of  the  positions  and  elevations

of  all  the  principal  peaks  of  the  stupendous  Himalayas  from  Assam

to  the  Sufed  Kho,  comprising  18?  degrees  of  Longitude,  have  been

provisionally  completed,  and  Colonel  Waugh  purposes  to  make  the

subject  one  of  special  report  for  publication,  as  soon  as  all  the

computations  have  been  scrupulously  revised  and  every  refinement

of  correction  introduced.  This  revision  which  cannot  materially

modify  the  results,  has  proceeded  to  some  extent,  sufficient  to

assign  the  final  values  for  the  peak  designated  XV.  of  the  Trigt.

Survey,  and  which  place  it  in  N.  Latitude  27°  59’  16”-7  and  86°

58’  5’-9  Longitude  E.  of  Greenwich,  with  an  elevation  of  29,002

feet  above  the  sea  level,  or  846  feet  above  Kanchinjinga,  and  2,176  in

excess  of  the  far  famed  Dewalagiri.

This  position  is  almost  due  North  Hast  of  Katmandoo,  distant

about  100  miles,  and  almost  midway  between  Kanchinjinga  and  that

place,  z.  e.  Katmandoo,  and  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  same  parallel

as  the  former,  and  according  to  the  latest  and  best  map  very  nearly

on  the  meridian  of  the  town  of  Bhaugulpoor.

Colonel  Waugh  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that  it  was  his  rule  and’

practice  to  assign  to  every  Geographical  object  its  true  local  or

native  appellation,  but  here  was  a  mountain  most  probably  the

highest  in  the  world  without  any  local  name,  that  he  could  disco-

ver  ;  whose  native  appellation,  if  it  has  any,  would  not  very  likely  be
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ascertained  before  we  are  allowed  to  penetrate  into  Nepal,  and  to

approach  close  to  this  stupendous  snowy  mass.  Consequently,  in

the  mean  time  the  privilege  as  well  as  the  duty  devolved  on  him  to

assign  to  this  lofty  pinnacle  of  our  globe  a  name  whereby  it  may  be

known  among  geographers,  and  become  a  household  word  among

civilised  nations,  and  in  virtue  of  this  privilege  and  in  testimony

of  his  affectionate  respect  for  a  revered  chief,  |  in  conformity
with  what  he  believed  to  be  the  wish  of  all  the  members  of  the

Scientific  Department  over  which  he  had  the  honor  to  preside,  and

to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that  illustrious  master  of  accurate

geographical  research,  he  had  determined  to  name  this  noble  peak

of  the  Himalayas  “  Mont  Everest.”

Major  Thuillier  further  briefly  explained,  the  mode  by  which  these

snowy  and  distant  peaks  had  been  laid  down  by  the  operations  of

the  Government  Survey,  from  the  base  survey  of  Sonakhoda  in  the

Purneah  district,  near  the  Darjeeling  hills,  along  the  principal

triangulation  of  the  Great  N.  West  longitudinal  series,  traversing

the  Tirai  Frontier  and  passing  through  Kumaon  to  the  Dhera

Doon  Base,  and  shewed  that  the  independent  results  of  all  the

observations  of  Mont  Hverest.  were  most  satisfactorily  accordant  ;  in

fact  the  accordance  of  the  independent  heights  of  this  point  is

closer  than  could  have  been  expected,  because  the  mountain,  though

lofty  and  massive,  is  not  a  sharp  well  defined  peak,  and  was  observed

from  great  distances.

Major  Thuillier  anticipated  that  when  the  memoir  or  account  of

all  these  snowy  peaks,  stated  by  Col.  Waugh  to  be  in  preparation  with

special  reference  to  publication,  was  received,  the  Society  would
derive  no  small  pleasure  and  satisfaction  from  such  an  interesting

subject,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  lay  it  before  a  meeting  with  a  map

which  would  serve  to  illustrate  and  expiain  the  whole  subject.

This  being  merely  a  preliminary  announcement  for  which  the

Society  were  indebted  entirely  to  Colonel  Waugh,  it  was  not  per-

haps  necessary  to  enter  into  more  minute  details  on  this  occasion.

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  Major  Thuillier.

Curator’s  Report  for  the  August  Meeting,  1856.
In  my  report  for  this  evening,  I  record  the  donations  which  have  accu-

mulated  for  some  months  past.
3M



440  Proceedings  of  the  Asiatre  Society.  [No.  8.

1.  Dr.  J.  R.  Withecombe,  B.  Med.  8S.  Three  human  skulls,  respec-
tively  of  a  Limbu,  Bhotia,  and  Lepcha.  “  All  are  males,”  writes  Dr.
Withecombe,  ‘and  authentic;  as  I  knew  the  individuals  while  living,
and  consider  them  good  average  specimens  of  the  tribes  to  which  they
are  referred.”  |

2.  Lt.  F.  P.  Bailey,  7th  N.  I.  Skin  of  a  Hunuman  Monkey  (Pressy-
TIS  ENTELLUS).

3.  Capt.  S.  R.  Tickell,  Moulmein.  Skins  of  four  species  of  Bat,  viz.
Dysopus  PLICATUS,  RHINOLOPHUS  MINOR  (?),  HIPPosIDEROS  DIADEMA  (?),
and  H.  tarvarus.  Also  a  specimen  of  Draco  MacuLatus.

4.  C.  Hollings,  Esq.,  Gya.  Skull  and  greater  portion  of  the  skeleton
of  a  Dingo,  or  Australian  variety  of  Dog.

5.  Arthur  Grote,  Esq.  C.  8.  The  skins  and  skeletons  of  a  mature
female,  and  male  4  grown,  of  the  ordinary  ‘  Wild  Dog’  (so  called)  of  this
country,  from  Chaibasa,  Central  India.  These  animals  are  specifically
identical  with  a  particularly  fine  living  adult  male  in  my  own  possession,
sent  down  from  Upper  Asam;  and  this  appears  to  be  the  ordinary  species
alike  of  the  Himalaya  and  of  Central  and  S.  India,—Canis  DUKHUNEN-

sis,  Sykes,  and  C.  primevus,  Hodgson  ;  and  a  Malayan  specimen  in  our
museum,  which  I  take  to  be  C.  sumatrensis,  Hardwicke,  would  appear
to  differ  only  in  the  considerably  deeper  tint  of  its  rufous  colouring.

6.  Messrs.  Cook  &  Co.,  Calcutta.  Another  fresh  carcass  of  a  ‘wild
Dog,’  procured  in  the  vicinity  of  Darjiling;  and  which,  as  I  am  assured,
was  considered  by  Mr.  B.  H.  Hodgson  as  a  peculiar  species,  quite  new  to
him.  I  saw  it  many  times  alive:  and  certainly  in  its  actions  and  general
appearance,  it  differed  very  considerably  from  the  living  animal  from
Asam  which  I  at  this  time  possess,  which  latter  is  obviously  identical
in  species  with  Mr.  Grote’s  animals  from  Central  India,  now  dead  and
added  to  the  museum.  This  particular  Darjiling  individual  (a  female)
had  a  considerably  more  Vulpine  appearance  ;  with  longer  and  softer  fur,
having  much  wool  at  base;  considerable  ruff  around  the  neck,  and  much
lengthened  fur  about  the  jow/  ;  the  ears  also  densely  clad  both  externally
and  within,  and,  in  the  living  animal,  often  very  closely  approximated  and
directed  forward;  a  remarkably  full  brush,  with  much  less  black  than
usual  on  the  terminal  half,  but  most  of  the  tail  having  a  slightly  nigres-
cent  appearance,  not  particularly  noticeable  at  a  little  distance:  all  this
may  merely  indicate  the  winter  vesture,  as  assumed  in  a  cold  climate  ;
but  the  actions  of  the  animal  were  decidedly  peculiar,  and  the  general
appearance  as  Vulpine  as  that  of  the  ordinary  ‘  Wild  Dog’  is  Jackal-like.
Tt  was  particularly  light,  agile,  and  graceful  in  its  movements.  Still  I  can
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discover  no  distinction  in  the  skull,  or  in  the  rest  of  the  skeleton;  except-
ing  that  the  metacarpal  bones  of  the  Darjiling  specimen  are  conspicuously

shorter;  whereas,  compared  with  the  Dingo  skeleton,  which  in  all  respects
is  that  of  a  domestic  Dog,  the  distinctions  are  great  and  manifest.  Upon
present  evidence,  I  can  only.  regard  it  as  a  specimen  of  C.  DUKHUNENSIS:

in  winter  vesture,  as  developed'in  a  cold  climate;  and  the  Malayan  race
appears  also  to  be  identically  the  same,  only  much  deeper  in  colouring.
In  this  case,  the  various  names  are  unfortunate,  primevus  as  implying  it
to  be  the  origin  of  any  domestic  variety,  and  others  as  of  restricted  local
application;  and  Canis  (or  Cuon)  rutiILans  of  Temminck  is  by  far  the
most  suitable  appellation  that  has  been  suggested  for  the  species,  suppos-
ing  it  (as  I  believe  it  to  be)  identical  in  India  at  “all.elevations  and  in  the
Malayan  peninsula  and  archipelago.  In  Burma  it  would:  appear  to  be

particularly  numerous.
7.  Dr.  David  Scott,  of  Hansi.  Three  skins  of  Cats,  sent  as  those  of

three  species  of  wild  Cats  inhabiting  that  part  of  India.  One  is  the  ordi-
nary  Friis  cHavs;  another  a  melanoid  variety  of  the  same  (doubtless
that  indicated  by  Mr.  Theobald  in  X  XII,  582);  and  the  third  is  a  little
known  species  which  I  identify  as  |

Fernis  ornata,  Gray  (founded  on  an  exceedingly  bad  coloured  drawing,
obviously  by  a  native  artist,  published  in  Hardwicke’s  ‘  Illustrations  of
Indian  Zoology’);  F.  servalina  apud  Jardine,  Nat.  Libr.,  Feline  (nec
F.  servalina,  Ogilby)  ;  F.  ad  Oxam,  Pallas  (apud  Gray);  &.  Huttoni,  nobis
(founded  on  a  skin  from  the  Hazara  hills);  Chaus  servalina,  Gray,  Brit.
Mus.  Catal.  This  wild  species  approximates  very  nearly  to  the  domestic

Cat.  The  ground-colour  of  the  fur  is  a  ‘‘Cat-grey,”  more  or  less  fulves-
cent  ;  or  better  described  as  pale  greyish-fulvous  in  some  specimens;  with
numerous  roundish  black  spots,  which  tend  to  unite  into  transverse  bands
on  the  sides:  on  the  head,  nape  and  shoulders,  the  spots  are  smaller  and
less  distinct,  and  tend  to  form  longitudinal  lines  on  the  occiput  and  nape,
but  not  upon  the  back:  on  the  limbs  there  are  distinct  cross-bands,  with
one  or  two  broad  black  streaks  within  the  arm,  as  in  the  Chaus  and  com-
monly  in  domestic  Cats;  the  paws  blackish  underneath:  cheek-stripes  as

usual:  breast  spotted,  but  the  belly  almost  free  from  spots:  tail  tapering
more  or  less  distinctly,  and  marked  with  a  series  of  well  defined  rings
and  a  black  tip:  ears  externally  dull  rufous,  with  a  slight  but  distinct
duskyish  pencil-tuft  at  tip,—not  black-tipped  as  in  the  Chaus,  nor  is  their
rufous  colour  nearly  so  bright  as  in  that  animal,  differing  little  from  the
general  hue  of  the  body:  the  fur,  according  to  locality  or  perhaps  season,

’  is  more  or  less  dense  or  full;  and  the  markings  are  much  brighter  and
more  distinct  in  some  individuals  than  in  others.

3d M 2
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‘Tf  the  Chaus  is  a  wild  species,’  remarks  Dr.  Scott,  “so  also  is  this
spotted  Cat;  and  for  one  Chaus  in  this  district  [Hansi],  probably  you
would  find  ten  of  the  spotted  kind.  The  Chaus,  you  will  find  in  woods
and  jungle,  and  about  stations;  but  the  spotted  Cat  seems  to  be  found
invariably  in  open  sandy  plains,  where  the  field  Rat  must  be  its  principal
food.  I  hardly  ever  remember  seeing  it  in  what  could  be  called  jungle  or
even  in  grass.  One  of  these  spotted  Cats  lived  for  a  long  time  under  my
haystack,  and  I  believe  it  to  have  been  the  produce  of  a  tame  Cat  by  a
wild  one.*  I  have  also  lately  seen  two  or  three  domestic  Cats  spotted
precisely  like  the  skin  I  sent  you:  they  have  generally  some  white  about
them;  but  doubtless  there  are  some  without  white.  The  wild  I  have  seen
of  half  a  dozen  shades  of  colour;  and  you  also  frequently  see  in  these
spotted  Cats  a  tendency  to  run  to  stripes,  especially  upon  the  limbs.”

On  comparing  the  skin  now  sent  with  Gen.  Hardwicke’s  figure,  I  feel
quite  satisfied  that  this  is  the  species  intended;  although  the  figure  is
most  misleading,  and  gives  the  idea  of  a  totally  different  animal;  indeed
it  might  pass  for  a  bad  representation  of  the  8.  African  Serval!  The  spots
are  too  round  and  not  sufficiently  numerous;  and  the  clavate  form  of  the
tail  is  wrong  altogether..  Nevertheless,  I  follow  Sir  W.  Jardine  in  refer-
ring  that  exceedingly  bad  figure  to  the  present  species,  in  opposition  to
the  more  recently  expressed  opinion  of  Dr.  Gray;  and  it  is  not  at  all
probable  that  anything  more  like  it  remains  to  be  discovered  in  this  coun-
try.  The  figure  in  the  ‘  Naturalist’s  Library’  is  better,  and  at  once  recog-
nizable  ;  but  the  tail  is  much  too  long,  and  the  whole  might  bear  a  warmer
colouring  with  advantage.  It  by  no  means  represents  a  handsome  exam-
ple  of  the  species.f

*  Vide  XVII,  247  and  559,  for  notices  of  F,  cuaus  and  F.  RuBIGINOSA  inter-
breeding with domestic Cats.

T  Of  two  supposed  wild  types  of  the  domestic  Cats  of  India,  obtained  by  Mr.
Theobald  in  the  Punjab  Salt  Range  (two  specimens  of  each  of  them),  neither  can
be  referred  to  the  F,  onwaTa:  they  have  much  more  the  appearance  of  domestic
Cats;  and  so  they  undoubtedly  would  have,  were  they  really  two  aboriginal  types
which are  still  strongly  indicated by  the domestic  Cats  even of  Bengal.

One is the streaked or spotted type, the colouring and markings of which are not
much  unlike  those  of  the  European  wild  Cat  (F.  sytvesrris,  Brisson)  ;  only  more
distinct,  and  the  transverse  streaks  are  more  broken  into  spots,  especially  towards
the  hinder  part  of  the  body:  the  fur,  however,  is  short,  and  the  tail  slender  and  of
uniform apparent  thickness  to  the  end ;  shewing a  series  of  rings  and a  black  tip  :
ears  slightly  rufescent  externally,  but  infuscated,  passing  to  black  at  tip,  where
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To  Dr.  Scott  I  am  further  indebted  for  information  regarding  the  small

desert  Fox  with  white-tipped  brush  (VuLPEs  Levcopus,  nobis,  XXIII,
729).  This  animal  is  common  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hansi  during  the
cold  weather  only,  and  very  rarely  seen  there  at  other  seasons:  whereas

there  is  a  distinct  small  pencil-tuft  of  black  hairs:  paws  deep  sooty-black  under-
neath.  I  lately  saw,  at  Allahabad,  an  exact  counterpart  of  this  alleged  wild  race
in  a  domestic  Grimalkin;  but,  in  general,  the  domestic  Cats  of  this  type,  about
Calcutta  at  least,  are  greyer,  with  the  spots  smaller  and  more  numerous.

The  other  type  much  resembles  F.  cHaus  in  colouring,  but  does  not  at  all
approximate  that  animal  in  its  proportions:  it  is  much  smaller  than  the  Chaus,
with  proportionally  shorter  limbs,  smaller  ears,  and  much  longer  tail,  which  last
distinctly  tapers  at  the  extremity.  Consequently,  it  exhibits  no  tendency  to  the
Lynx  form  and  character,  so  conspicuously  manifest  in  the  Chaus.  The  body  is
uniformly  grizzled  ‘  cat-grey,” more or less rusty or fulvescent,  without a trace of
spot  or  stripe,  such  as  may  generally  be  discerned  faintly  in  the  Chaus:  but  the
bands  on  the  limbs  are  much  more  distinct  than  in  that  animal,  those  of  the  tail
equally  so;  and  there  are  the  usual  marks  on  the  forehead  and  cheeks  (much  con-
fused  albeit  on  the  former),  and  a  dark  band  across  the  chest:  lower-parts  more
or  less  whitish  or  tinged  with  fulvous,  and  marked  with  blackish  or  brown-black
spots:  ears  dull  rufous  behind,  witha  slight  blackish  tip  and  no  pencil-tuft  of  hairs  :
the  paws  more  or  less  sooty  underneath.  Domestic  Cats  of  this  type  abound
in  Bengal,  if  not  generally  over  India:  but  such  a  coloration  is  utterly  unknown
among  those  of  Europe:  and  the  proper  tabby  markings  (pale  streaks  on  a  black
ground,  peculiarly  and  symmetrically  disposed),  so  very  common  in  English  Cats,
are  never  seen  in  those  of  India!  The  tabby  may  be  a  modification  (and  a  very
remarkable  one)  of  the  markings  of  the  wild  F.  sytvestris  of  Europe,  a  result  of
domestication:  but  most  assuredly  the  Chaus-coloured  cats  of  India  would  seem
to  indicate  an  aboriginally  wild  stock  of  that  colour,  no  doubt  inhabiting  the
country  somewhere:  but  if  a  truly  and  aboriginally  wild  specimen  were  to  turn  up,
it would merely be regarded as a stray member of the domestic race, and so an end
to all enquiry.

The  only  guide  to  a  probably  correct  result  would  be  the  fact,  that  such  an
animal  might  inhabit  a  vast  range  of  country,  away  from  human  haunts,  without
exhibiting  the  variation  of  colour  everywhere  observable  in  the  domestic  races  ;
unless  in  neighbourhoods  where  it  might  inter-breed  with  the  latter,  which  would
pass  for  nothing:  though  to  such  neighbourhoods  it  would  doubtless  be  attracted,
just  as  the  Chaus  is!  The  question  then  remains—Do  two  such  Feline  types
exist,  or  either  of  them,  in  an  aboriginally  wild  state,  in  any  part  of  India,  as  have
just  been  described,  and  both  of  which  are  said  to  be  found  wild  in  the  Punjab  Salt
Range?  The  difficulty  of  tracing  the  origin  of  many  of  our  domestic  animals  is
well  known.  I  have  no  doubt  that  several  species  have  contributed  to  produce  the
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V.  BENGALENSIS  is  equally  abundant  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Ialso
learn  that  V.  tevcorus  is  plentiful  on  the  line  of  march  from  Ludidna  to
Ferozepore  ;  and  in  Cutch  there  would  seem  to  be  no  other.  Yet  so
common  and  widely  distributed  a  species  has  only  been  quite  recently

tame  Cat,  one  or  another  predominating  in  different  countries;  as  F.  SYLVESTRIS
in  Europe,  F.  MANICULATA  perhaps  in  N.  E,  Africa,  and  besides  the  two  pre-
sumed  types  above  mentioned,  F.  cuaus,  F.  OrnatTa,  and  F,  RUBIGINOSA  have
been  known  to  interbreed  with  domestic  Cats  in  this  country:  probably  also  F.
MANUL  in  middle  Asia,  F.  puanicers  in  the  Malay  countries,  and  F.  caFra  in
S.  Africa!  Indeed,  I  find  that  examples  of  the  hybrid  from  F.  carrRa  are  in  the
British Museum.

Mr.  Hodgson,  in  the  1st  Volume  of  the  Society’s.Journal  (p.  341),  observes,  of
the  domestic  Cat  in  Nipal,  that—‘‘judging  from  its  markings,  I  should  conjecture
that  it  is  derived  from  the  Felis  nipalensis,”  7.  e.  F.  BENGALENSIS;  “if  so,  it
has  lost  by  domestication  the  fine  ground-colour  of  that  beautiful  species.”  Now
Pennant’s  original  description  of  the  F.  BENGALENSIS  was  drawn  up  from  a  speci-
men  which  was  taken  alive  to  England,  where  ‘‘  it  coupled  with  the  female  Cats,
which  twice  produced  young:  I  saw,”  remarks  Pennant,  ‘‘  one  of  the  offspring,
which  was  marked  in  the  same  manner  as  the  male  parent;  but  ihe  ground-colour
was  cinereous,”  Such  a  hybrid  or  hybrid-race  I  believe  to  be  represented  by  the
F.  nipalensis  of  Vigors,  described  in  the  ‘  Zoological  Journal,’  probably  from  a
Nipalese  domestic  Cat;  and  perhaps  by  other  of  the  very  numerous  synonymes
which may be referred to F,. BENGALENSIS.

The  F,  MANICULATA  is  stated  by  de  Blainville  to  have  the  first  deciduous  inferior
molar  broader  than  in  the  European  Cat,  tame  or  wild,  and  attached  to  the  socket
by three roots or fangs ;  an extraordinary peculiarity throughout the genus !

In  the  Indian  tame  Cats  of  either  type,  it  has  two  fangs  only,  as  usual;  and  all
the  teeth  are  much  smaller  than  in  the  European  wild  Cat  (F.  sytvestris).  I
believe  the  latter  to  have  contributed  to  the  formation  of  the  tame  race  of  Britain,
but  not  to  be  the  sole  origin  of  the  latter.  But  however  this  may  be,  nobody  will
suspect  that  F.  syitvestTRIs  is  a  wild  type  to  which  the  tame  Cats  of  India  can  be
referred  in  any  degree!  Then  whence  the  origin  of  the  latter?  It  would  appear
that  several  wild  species  intermingle  with  them  even  now;  as  does  F.  SYLVESTRIS
with  the  tame  Cats  of  the  Scottish  Highlands.  Thus  Sir  W.  Jardine,  while  sup-
posing  the  domestic  Cat  to  have  derived  from  F.  MaNnicuLaTa,  remarks—‘*  We
have  no  doubt  that  since  its  introduction  to  this  country,  and  more  particularly  to
the  north  of  Scotland,  there  has  beem  occasional  crossing  with  our  own  native
species,  and  that  the  result  of  these  crosses  have  been  kept  in  our  houses,  We
have  seen  many  Cats  very  closely  resembling  the  wild  Cat,  and  one  or  two  that
were  very  tame,  which  could  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  it.”  But  such  are
never  seen  in  the  southern  parts  of  England,  where  we  may  look  in  vain  for  the
peculiar  bold  wavy  streaks  and  the  thick  untapering  tail  of  F.  sytvestris,  Still,
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described;  and  its  co-habitant  the  Frtis  ornata  is  now  fairly  made
known  for  the  first  time!  No  doubt  there  is  yet  much  to  learn  respect-
ing  the  smaller  Vertebrata  of  the  same  region.

8.  Capt.  E.  T.  Dalton,  Dibrughur,  Asam.  The  skull  of  a  fine  male  of
the  Buporcas  Taxtcotor,  Hodgson.

9.  Sir  J.  Barlow,  Bart.,  C.  S.  Skull  and  horns  of  a  fine  male  wild
Buffalo.

10.  Capt.  P.  Jenkins,  Madras  Service,  Sagur.  Series  of  caudal  vertebre
of  a  cow  Gaour  (Bos  Gaurvs),  required  to  complete  a  skeleton  in  the
museum.

11.  C.  Brownlow,  Esq.  The  half  of  a  remarkable  ‘bezoar,’  obtained

from  the  stomach  ofa  domestic  bull,  which  had  managed  to  munch  down
a  couple  of  rough  country  blankets:  no  uncommon  propensity  on  the
part  of  domestic  cattle.  This  bezoar,  finely  illustrative  of  the  rotatory
action  of  the  stomach,  is  54  in.  in  diameter.

12.  J.  E.  Bruce,  Esq.,  Chittagong.  Three  entire  specimens  in  spirit,
and  a  skin,  of  HuRINORHYNCHUS  PYGMZEUS.

Here  may  be  remarked,  that,  in  a  collection  of  bird-skins  from  Bombay,
sent  on  inspection  by  Dr.  G.  Buist,  on  behalf  of  the  Bombay  branch  of

the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  the  only  novelty  I  can  find  is  the  Parus  xan-
tHoGENYS  of  Dr.  Jerdon’s  catalogue,  for  which  I  propose  the  name

_  P.  Jerpont,  x.  s.  It  much  resembles  P.  xanrnHocenys,  Vigors,  of  the
N.  W.  Himalaya;  but  is  conspicuously  larger,  having  the  back  less  tinged
with  yellow,  the  yellow  portions  of  the  plumage  not  so  intense  in  hue,
and  the  yellow  sincipital  streak  is  not  continued  forward  over  the  eye,  as
in  P.  xaAnTHOGENYS  (verus).  Length  of  wing  3  in.;  and  of  tail  22  in.  :

jn  P.  xanTHoGEnys  the  wing  varies  from  23  to  2?  in.,  and  the  tail  mea-
sures  24  in.  This  is  the  third  species  which  has  now  been  discriminated
apart  from  P.  xantHoGEnys,  Vigors;  the  others  being  P.  sprnonotus,
nobis,  from  Nipal,  Sikim,  the  Khasyas,  &c.,—and  P.  sunviripis,  Tickell,
nobis,  from  the  mountainous  interior  of  the  Tenasserim  provinces.  I

as  compared  with  any  Indian  tame  Cat,  the  affinity  of  an  ordinary  British  Cat  to
F,  syivesrris  is  manifest;  and  due,  I  suspect,  to  frequent  intermixture  at  a  time
when  the  tame  Cat  was  first  introduced  into  Britain  and  continued  rare,  while  the
wild  species  was  far  more  abundant  than  at  present;  an  indelible  impress  of  the
native  stock  having  been  then  effected,  which  may  have  gradually  diffused  itself
throughout  the  domestic  race  in  Britain  and  neighbouring  countries.  This  much,
at  least,  appears  to  be  quite  clear,  that  several  wild  species  have  contributed  to
produce the domestic Cats of different regions.
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have  further  distinguished  T.  rupipivenrris  of  Nipal  and  Sikim  from
P.  MELANOLOPHUS,  Vigors,  of  the  Simla  and  Masuri  mountains;  with
which  the  P.  metanotornus  of  Jerdon’s  catalogue  still  requires  to  be
critically  compared.

Another  bird-novelty  is  a  strongly  marked  species  of  Parrakeet,  which
I  procured  and  kept  for  some  time  alive;  but  the  specimen  is  now  added
to  the  museum.

PALZORNIS  VIRIDIMYSTAX,  nobis.  Size  about  that  of  P.  mMaALAccENSIs  ;
closed  wing  6  in.  Colour  bright  golden-green,  the  green  deeper  than
usual  in  this  genus,  with  light  indigo-blue  on  the  primaries  and  tail  :

axillaries,  and  fore-part  of  the  wing  underneath,  bright  yellow:  a  broad
band  of  peach-blossom  red  below  the  eye,  from  bill  to  middle  and  lower
portion  of  ear-coverts;  rest  of  the  latter  green  tinged  with  verditer  ;
moustachial  streak  as  in  P.  maLaccrensis  and  others,  but  of  a  darkish

green  hue,  contrasting  with  the  more  yellowish  green  of  the  body:  a
slight  pale  duskyish  streak  also  from  nostril  to  eye;  and  small  red  spot
above  the  eye  (conspicuous  in  the  living  bird).  Bill  duskyish  in  the  indi-
vidual,  but  with  the  upper  mandible  doubtless  coral-red  in  the  adult.
Trides  dark  greenish-hazel,  surrounded  by  a  white  ring.  Feet  pale  green-

ish-grey.  Habitat  unknown.
As  an  interesting  acquisition  to  our  bird-collection,  may  also  be  men-

tioned  a  fine  specimen  of  the  great  Black  Cockatoo  of  N.  Guinea  (Micro-
GLOSSUM  ATERRIMUM?*),  which  was  brought  dead,  affording  the  oppor-
tunity  of  examining  it  fresh.  This  bird  is  remarkable  for  its  enormous
beak,  and  the  great  ‘tooth’  or  process  on  the  upper  mandible;  but  its
tongue  is  not  particularly  small,  as  the  generic  name  imports.  The  figure
in  Edwards’s  ‘  Birds’  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  species  than  any  other
which  I  have  seen.

Some  recent  observations  lead  to  the  opinion  that  the  great  Sulphur-
erested  White  Cockatoo  of  N.  Guinea  is  distinct  from  that  of  N.S.  Wales.

A  fine  living  specimen  of  the  latter  (Cacatua  GALERITA  vera)  entirely
corresponds  with  Mr.  Gould’s  figure  of  the  species  in  the  ‘  Birds  of  Aus-
tralia,’t  having  the  bare  skin  surrounding  the  eye  pure  white,  or  with  an

*  JT  am  aware  that  two  species  have  been  discriminated  ;  but  not  of  their  dis-
tinctions.

+  “Tf,”  remarks  Mr.  Gould,  ‘‘  we  regard  the  White  Cockatoo  of  Van  Diemen’s
Land,  that  of  the  continent  of  Australia,  and  that  of  New  Guinea  as  mere  varieties
of  each  other,  this  species  has  a  more  extensive  range  than  most  other  birds.  It
is  an  inhabitant  of  all  the  Australian  colonies,  both  on  the  southern  and  northern
coasts, but has not yet been observed on the western.
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exceedingly  faint  (barely  perceptible)  pink  blush;  and  no  naked  space
surrounding  the  base  of  bill.  Closed  wing  measuring  (in  a  specimen  in
our  museum  received  from  the  Sydney  Institution)  14  inches.  This  fine
bird  is  not  often  to  be  seen  on  sale  with  the  Calcutta  dealers.  Another,

however,  is  commonly  to  be  obtained  here,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe
is  from  N.  Guinea  or  its  neighbourhood:  this  is  smaller,  with  a  consider-
able  circlet  of  bare  skin  of  a  blackish  colour  surrounding  the  bill,  and  the
naked  space  around  the  eye  is  conspicuously  of  a  pale  verditer  hue,  more
or  less  deep;  a  peculiarity  which  catches  the  eye  at  the  first  glance:  the
loral  plumes  being  reduced  to  quite  a  narrow  line.  Closed  wing  (in  a
specimen  in  our  museum)  only  12  inches.  If  still  unnamed,  it  may  be
designated  C.  cyanoris,  nobis.*  <A  third,  which  I  take  to  be  C.  crTRINO-
cristaTa,  Fraser,  is  again  smaller,  with  considerably  smaller  and  more
compressed  beak,  and  particularly  fine  crest;  closed  wing,  in  a  female
specimen  in  our  museum,  only  10%  in.;  but  in  a  remarkably  fine  male,
were  its  wings  not  mutilated,  at  least  1  in.  more.  The  habitat  of  this
species  is  unknown;  and  its  beak  is  much  more  compressed  than  in  the

** On a close examination of specimens from the three countries above mentioned,
a  decided  difference  is  observable  in  the  structure  of  the  bill,  but  of  too  trivial  a
character,  in  my  opinion,  to  warrant  their  being  considered  as  distinct  ;  in  fact,  it
would  seem  to  be  merely  a  modification  of  the  organ  for  the  peculiar  kind  of  food
afforded  by  the  respective  countries  [rather  a  bold  Lamarckian  suggestion!]  The
Van  Diemen’s  Land  bird  is  the  largest  in  every  respect,  and  has  the  bill,  parti-
cularly  the  upper  mandible,  less  abruptly  curved,  exhibiting  a  tendency  to  the  form
of  that  organ  in  the  genus  Limictis:  the  bill  of  the  New  Guinea  bird  is  much
rounder,  and  is,  in  fact,  fitted  to  perform  a  totally  different  office  from  that  of  the
White  Cockatoo  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  which  I  have  ascertained,  by  dissection,
subsists  principally  on the small  tubers  of  the  terrestrial  Orchidaceae,  for  procuring
of  which  its  lengthened  upper  mandible  is  admirably  adapted;  while  it  is  more
than  probable  that  no  food  of  this  kind  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  New  Guinea  bird,
the  structure  of  whose  bill  indicates  that  hard  seeds,  nuts,  &c.,  constitute  the
principal  portion  of  its  diet.  The  crops  and  stomachs  of  those  killed  in  Van
Diemen’s  Land  were  very  muscular,  and  contained  seeds,  grain,  native  bread  (a
species  of  fungus),  small  tuberous and bulbous roots,  and,  in  most  instances,  large
stones.”

Surely the differences are not much greater upon which Mr. Gould founds several
of  his  species  of  Black  Cockatoo  (CALypTtoruyncuus),  &c.  &c.

*  Behind  the  crest  is  a  space  bare  of  feathers  in  all  Cockatoos;  and  the  skin
there  is  pale  pinkish  in  C.  GALeRiTa,  and  much  darker  and  tinged  with  blue  in
C. CYANOPIs.

— Zz
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common  C,  suLPHUREA  of  Timor,  the  closed  wing  of  which  measures  only
9  in.;  and  which  is  readily  distinguished  by  its  much  shorter  crest,  and
by  the  deep  yellow  spot  on  the  cheeks.  The  last  is  by  far  the  commonest
species  in  the  Calcutta  bird-bazar,  and  sells  at  a  much  lower  price  than
the  others.  I  have  seen  an  individual  variety  of  it,  having  the  crest  of  a
bright  flame-colour.

Here  also  I  may  notice  a  remarkable  species  of  Pelican,  which  is  now
living  in  the  menagerie  of  the  Maharaja  of  Burdwan,  in  company  with
specimens  of  P.  savanicus  and  P.  crispus.  It  is  generally  similar  to  P.
gavaNicus,  but  has  the  frontal  skin  curiously  inflated,  so  as  to  present
somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  largely  developed  frontal  knob  of  ANsER
CYGNOIDES,  only  feathered;  and  a  further  difference  consists  in  the  naked
skin  of  the  cheeks  and  pouch  being  yellowish-white,  whereas  in  P.  sava-
nicus  that  of  the  cheeks  is  deep  purplish  or  livid-carneous,  and  of  the
pouch  intense  yellow.  If  distinct  and  new,  P.  INFLATIFRONS,  nobis.

Lastly,  I  may  here  notice  that  in  the  beginning  of  last  April,  I  procured
a  fresh  specimen  (from  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta)  of  Crornis  BANYUMAS,
(Horsfield);  a  well  known  Javanese  bird,  only  once  known  to  have  been
procured  before  in  India,—viz.  by  Mr.  Jerdon  in  the  Nilgiris,  his  speci-
men  being  also  now  in  the  Society’s  collection.  The  Calcutta  specimen  is
a  young  male,  that  had  just  assumed  the  plumage  of  maturity  ;  but  still
retaining  some  of  the  first  or  nestling  wing-coverts.

13.  Capt.  Berdmore,  Schwe  Gyen,  Pegu.  A  number  of  living  Tortoises,
comprising  several  specimens  of  Tustupo  ELoNGATA,  nobis,  remarkable  —
for  the  yellowish-white  colour  of  the  head  and  neck.

14.  T.  C.  Jerdon,  Esq.  Sagur.  <A  bottle  of  reptiles,  comprising  one
remarkable  new  species,  which  may  be  described  as  a  CaLorss,  with  enor-
mous  head,  short  and  thick  body,  the  tail  not  exceeding  the  body  in
length,  and  the  toes  also  short  and  strong;  a  slight  nuchal  crest,  and
medial  dorsal  ridge  composed  of  a  row  of  high-keeled  scales  ;  two  detached
tufts  of  sincipital  spines,  one  contiguous  to  the  tympanum,  and  each  com-
prising  one  principal  spine.  Colour  olive,  with  a  row  of  large  round  dark
spots,  bordered  and  set  off  with  white,  along  the  back  and  anterior  half
of  the  tail,  continued  as  simple  indistinct  dark  spots  to  the  end  of  the
tail;  the  white  broader  and  forming  a  kind  of  pale  spot  on  each  side  of
the  neck;  and  anterior  to  this  first  large  spot  is  a  small  one  upon  the
crest:  lower-parts  yellowish-white,  the  throat  regularly  speckled  with
pale  dusky:  a  conspicuous  oblique  white  band  passing  from  beneath  the
eye  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  Scales  of  the  body  in  transverse  bands,
the  oblique  tendency  much  less  conspicuous  than  in  Catorzs.  I  shall
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describe  this  species  more  minutely  by  the  name  BracHYSAURA  ORNATA.
15.  Dr.  M’Connor.  A  bottle  of  scorpions  and  centipedes.
16.  From  the  Madras  museum.  A  few  fine  specimens  of  Crustacra,

comprising  OcYPODA  BREVIROSTRIS,  GELASIMUS  ANNULIPES,  and  one  or
two  other  Crabs  new  to  the  Society’s  collection.

KK.  Buytu.

LIBRARY.

The  Library  has  received  the  following  additions  during  the  month
of  July  last.

The  White  Yajurveda,  edited  by  Albrecht  Weber,  part  III.  No.  1,
Berlin,  1856,  4to.—By  tur  Eprtror.

Malavika  und  Agnimitra,  Ein  drama  des  Kalidasa  in  fiinf  Akten,  zum
ersten  Male  aus  dem  Sanskrit  tibersetzt  von  Albrecht  Weber,  Berlin,
1856,  12mo.—By  Dr.  A.  WEBER.

Ueber  den  semitischen  Ursprung  des  indischen  Alphabetes  von  Dr.  A.
Weber.—By  THE  Same.

Selections  from  the  Records  of  the  Government  of  India,  No.  XII.

Report  shewing  the  relations  of  the  British  Government  with  the  tribes,
Independent  and  Dependent,  on  the  North-West  Frontier  of  the  Punjaub,
from  1849  to  1855.—District  Memorandum,  Derah  Ishmael  Khan.  Cal-
cutta,  1856.—By  THE  GOVERNMRNT  oF  INDIA.

Ditto  ditto  ditto,  No.  XIII.  Progress  Report  of  the  Public  Works
Department,  for  1854-55.—By  THE  Same.

Ditto  ditto  ditto,  No.  XIV.  Minute  of  Lord  Dalhousie.—By  THE  Same.
Report  on  the  Survey  Operations  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  from  Ist

October  1853  to  30th  September,  1854.—By  THE  Govt.  oF  BENGAL.
Ditto  ditto  of  the  ditto  from  1st  October,  1854  to  30th  October,  1855.

—By  THE  Same.  .
Selections  from  the  Records  of  Government,  N.  W.  P.  Part  XXVI.

Saugor  Code  of  Civil  Judicature.  By  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  N.  W.  P.
Annual  Report  of  the  Grant  Medical  College,  Bombay,  Tenth  year

Session,  1855-56.—By  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  Grant  MepicaL  CoLLEcE.

Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  Vol.  VIII.  Nos.  19  and  20,
two  copies.—By  THE  SociETY.

Ditto  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  from  January  to
April,  1856.—By  tHe  Socizry.

Transactions  of  the  Bombay  Geographical  Society,  for  1856.—By  THE
Society.

The  Oriental  Christian  Spectator,  for  June,  1856.—By  THE  Epiror.
oN  2
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The  Calcutta  Christian  Observer,  for  July,  1856.—By  THE  Epirors.

The  Oriental  Baptist,  for  July,  1856,—By  tHE  Eprtor.
Upadeshak,  for  July,  1856,  No.  115.—By  THE  Epriror.
The  Durbin  Newspaper.—By  tHE  Epitor.
History  of  Asiatic  Cholera  Morbus:  by  Dr.  F.  Baleguer,  Agra,  a  pam-

phlet.—By  Mr.  Buiytu.
Exchanged.

The  Atheneum,  for  April,  1856.
The  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magazine  and  Journal

of  Science,  No.  73,  for  May,  1856,
Purchased.

L’Atheneum  Francais,  Nos.  13  to  17.
The  Literary  Gazette,  Nos.  8  to  11.
Comptes  Rendus,  Nos.  12  to  16,  Tome  XLII.
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  for  April  and  May,  1856,  pt.  I.  Vol.  I.
Revue  et  Magasin  de  Zoologie,  No.  3,  1856.
Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles,  Tome  4,  No.  4.
The  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History,  No.  101,  Vol.  17.
The  Edinburgh  Review,  No.  210,  for  March,  1856.
The  Quarterly  Review,  No.  196.

Gour  Doss  Bysack,

Asst.  Secy,  and  Librarian.

~~ PADALDAL SS SEPP LIILDLLL LO

For  SEPTEMBER,  1856.

Ata  monthly  general  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  the  8rd

instant,  at  the  usual  hour.

Hon’ble  Sir  James  Colvile,  Kt.,  President  in  the  chair.

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.
Presentations  were  received—

1.—From  Lieut.  R.  Stewart,  Cachar,  a  collection  of  arms,  wea-

pons,  ornaments,  and  other  articles  manufactured  and  used  by  the

tribe  called  Thadous  or  Kookies,  a  list  of  which  is  subjoined.

No.  1.—A  dhao,  or  sword,  with  leather  sheath,  shoulder  belt

ornamented  with  cowries,  and  tassels  of  goat  hair.

Nos.  2,  3  and  4.—Spears  of  three  different  kinds.

No.  5.—Spear  used  by  the  women.

No.  6.—Spear-head  and  case.  This  spear-head  1s  poisoned,  and
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is  fastened  on  a  long  shaft  and  used  in  hunting  elephants.
No.  7.—Bow.

No.  8.—Arrows,  poisoned  and  unpoisoned  in  quiver.

No.  9.—Hunting  basket  to  contain  quivers  of  arrows,  with
shoulder  belt  ornamented  with  cowries.

No.  10.—Panjies  or  spikes  for  planting  in  the  ground  to  check

an  advancing  enemy,  in  a  basket  or  quiver.

No.  11.—Shield  ;  leather  with  brass  plates  and  red-dyed  goat’s
hair  tassels.

No.  12.—Powder-horn,  of  the  methin  or  wild  cow.

No.  13.—Leathern  mail-coat.

No.  14.—Iron  head-piece,  to  defend  the  head;  round  this  is

bound  the  turban,  strap,  and  ribbon.

No.  15.—Turban,  ornamented  with  a  tuft  of  the  feathers  of  the

Holapakee  bird.  The  tuft  sticks  out  in  front  of  the  forehead.

No.  16.—Turban  ribbon,  of  red-dyed  goat’s  hairs.  This  is  bound
round  the  turban  as  ornament.

No.  17.—Turban  strap,  of  leather  ornamented  with  cowries,  also

bound  round  the  turban  and  serving  to  keep  it  attached  to  the  head.

Nos.  18,  19  and  20.—Plumes  of  feathers  and  goat’s  hairs  stuck
in  the  back-knot  of  the  hair  of  the  head.

No.  21.—A  man’s  hair-pin,  used  (also  as  a  pipe-prick  or  tobacco

stopper—a  porcupine’s  quill  is  often  substituted  for  the  iron  pin.

No.  22.—A.  woman’s  hair  pin—brass.

No.  23.—Bracelet  of  massive  ivory,  worn  on  the  wrist  of  the  left

hand,  as  a  guard  to  prevent  the  bowstring  hurting  that  hand,  when

released  by  the  fingers  of  the  right  in  shooting.

No.  24.—  Bracelet  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  above,  in  wood.

No.  25.—Bracelet  of  massive  brass,  with  leaden  bullet  inside,

causing  a  tinkling  sound  when  shaken.  This  is  used  as  a  weapon

also,  being  in  default  of  other  arms  slipped  over  the  wrist  and  held

in  the  hand  to  add  weight  to  a  blow.

No.  26.—Woman’s  bracelet,  brass  spring.

No.  27.—Armlet—brass  spring.
No.  28.—Armlet,  massive  brass.

No.  29.—Armlet,  formed  of  two  semicircular  boar  tusks,  joined.

No.  30.—Armlet,  of  ivory  from  the  root  of  the  elephant’s  tusk.
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No.  31.—Earrings  of  silver,  inserted  into  a  hole  bored  in  the

lobe  of  the  ear,  and  stretched  to  the  required  dimensions.

No.  32.—EHarrings  of  brass  of  the  same  kind.

No.  33.—Ear  ornaments  of  red  and  blue  stones  suspended  from

the  rings.

No.  34.—Single  red  stone  ear  ornament,  of  great  value  among

the  tribe,  suspended  as  above.
No.  85.—Necklace  of  coral  beads.

No.  86.—Necklace  of  blue  stone  beads.

No.  87.—Necklace  of  beads  made  from  ground  shells  and  worn

by  the  women.
Nos.  38  and.39.—Seed  necklaces  of  two  kinds.

Nos.  40  and  41.—Tiger’s  tooth  and  wolf’s  tooth  worn  as  talis-

mans  round  the  neck  to  keep  off  attacks  from  those  animals.

No.  42.—Talismanic  stone,  enclosed  in  basket  carried  by  hunters

to  ensure  success  in  sport.

No.  43.—  A  small  box  containing  a  little  of  the  Kookie  poison

with  which  they  smear  their  weapons.

No.  44.—Kookie  garter,  made  of  the  goat’s  beard,  worn  below
the  knee.  *

No.  45.—Kookie  woman’s  petticoat.

No.  46.—  White  cotton  cloth  or  sheet.

No.  47.—Cotton  cloth,  dyed  with  wild  indigo.

No.  48.—Cotton  rug.

No.  49.—Brass  wire  girdle  or  zone  for  the  waist.

No.  50.—Kookie  bagpipes  (Ghoshem)  hollowed  gourd  with  bam-

boo  pipes.
No.  51.—Kookie  bell.

No  52.—Vessel  for  holding  tobacco  water.

No.  538.—Drinking  vessel.

Nos.  54,  55  and  56.—Three  different  kinds  of  brass  tobacco  pipes

with  mouth-pieces  ;  used  by  the  men.

No.  57.—Bamboo  tobacco  pipe.

No.  58.—Hookah  used  by  the  women,  with  earthen  bowl,  bam-

boo  water-piece,  and  brass  mouth-piece,  together  with  pricker  and
chain.
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Nos.  59  and  60.—Two  flint  and  steel  cases,  one  of  brass,  and  the

other  of  mat-work.

No.  61.—Kookie  haversack,  with  shoulder  help,  ornamented

with  cowries.

No.  62.—Purse,  cotton,  net-work.

No.  63.—Kookie  basket  for  carriage  on  the  back.

No.  64.—Collar  and  strap  to  suspend  the  above  from  the  fore-
head  and  shoulders.

No.  65.—Woman’s  basket  for  carrying  light  goods.
No.  66.—Fan.

Nos.  67  and  68.—Boxes,  hollowed  from  single  pieces  of  wood
with  lids.

No.  69.—  Wooden  platter.
Nos.  70  and  71.—-Baskets  with  lids.

The  Secretary  read  an  extract  from  Lieut.  Stewart’s  letter.

“  The  Kookies  ask  great  prices  for  all  things  made  of  metal;  im-
mense  value  is  also  attached  to  ornaments  of  stone.  The  little

stone  No.  34,  cost  Rs.  10;  and  similar  stones  are  often  valued  as

high  as  Rs.  3000.  Wherein  lies  the  virtue  of  these  stones  it  is

difficult  to  perceive,  for  they  cannot  be  distinguished,  save  by
the  Kookies  themselves,  from  either  No.  84,  or  the  red  stones  in

the  centre  of  No.  38,  and  yet  the  whole  of  the  stones  composing

No.  33,  only  cost  Rs.  2.”’

2.—From  Syud  Kaéaramt  Ali  Motawalli  of  the  Emambara  at

Hooghly,  a  piece  of  mineral,  and  some  specimens  of  red  sulphur

which  were  said  to  have  come  from  the  mountain  Damawaind,  found

seven  years  ago  after  an  earthquake.

The  mineral  was  found  in  the  Hindu  Koosh,  and  obtained  by

the  Syud  in  Cabul.

3.—From  Capt.  W.  H.  Lowther,  some  specimens  of  earths  and

lime  formation  from  Oude;  which  he  believed  would  be  useful  for

pottery  purposes.

The  following  is  Capt.  Lowther’s  letter  accompanying  them.

“  Thinking  that  even  the  smallest  contributions  may  be  accept-

able,  I  forward  the  three  enclosed  specimens  of  earths,  and  lime

formation  from  Oude,  a  country  which  I  have  just  left.  The  clays



454  Proceedings  of  the  Asiatic  Society.  -  [No.  5.

and  lime  were  employed  in  building  the  cantonment,  and  from  a.

small  experiment  I  made,  I  ascertained  that  the  first  were  capable

of  burning  for  pottery  purposes.

Nowhere  in  India  have  I  seen  such  hard  bricks,  of  so  fine  a  colour,

or  so  lasting,  as  in  Oude.  There  are  forts,  scattered  all  over  the

district,  built  of  baked  blocks  as  sound  and  ruddy  in  hue  as  when

first  constructed,  although  a  period  of  700  or  800  years  has  elapsed:—

some  of  these  massive  materials  are  several  cubic  feet  in  dimensions,
and,  on  being  fractured,  exhibit  a  fine  vermillion  red,  with  a  strong

saline  taste.  The  earths  I  now  forward  are  from  the  new  station

Persuddpoor  on  the  right  bank  of  the  small  river  ‘  Sihi,’  Salone
Pergunnah.”  —

4.—From  Mr.  J.  N.  Payter,  a  book  entitled  Culpeper’s  Complete

Herbal,  &c.,  originally  published  in  London,  1653,  and  illustrative

of  the  state  of  Botanical  science  at  that  period.

5.—From  Major  H.  L.  Thuillier,  28  sheets  of  the  Trigonometrical

Survey  maps  for  the  India  Atlas  of  the  Society,  completing  the

series  up  to  the  present  date.

6.—From  the  Curators  of  the  Calcutta  Library,  a  copy  of  the

last  Catalogue  of  the  Library.

7.—From  Mr.  J.  Nietner,  the  first  of  a  series  of  entomological

papers  on  the  Coleoptera  of  Ceylon.

The  following  gentlemen  duly  proposed  and  seconded  at  the  last

meeting,  were  balloted  for  and  elected  members.

Lieut.  H.  8.  Forbes,  Artillery,
Sultan  Mohammed  Busheerudeen  Saheb,

A.  R.  Young,  Esq.,  B.  C.  S.,  and

R.  B.  Chapman,  Esq.,  B.  C.S.,

The  Council  had  the  satisfaction  to  report,  that  a  request  which

they  had  made  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  allow  the  lithogra-

phic  drawings  required  for  the  Society’s  Journal  to  be  printed  free
of  cost  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General,  had  been  complied  with,

under  orders  communicated  by  Mr.  Under  Secretary  Chapman.

The  following  draft  of  a  reply  to  the  despatch  of  the  Hon’ble

Court  of  Directors,  on  the  subject  of  the  Oriental  publications,.
was  next  read.
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To  W.  Grey,  Esq.,

Secretary  to  the  Govt.  of  Bengal.

Srz,—In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  1036,  dated  21st  July,  1856,

forwarding  the  copy  of  a  despatch  dated  13th  May  last,  from  the

Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  in  reference  to  the  management  of

the  Bibliotheca  Indica,  together  with  some  remarks  of  the  Lieut.-

Governor  upon  the  heavy  liabilities  of  the  Oriental  fund,  I  am

directed  to  request  you  to  inform  H.  H.  the  Lieut.-Governor  of

the  readiness  of  the  Society  to  carry  out  the  orders  conveyed  by

the  Hon’ble  Court’s  despatch,  in  reference  to  the  future  application

of  their  grant  for  the  encouragement  of  Oriental  Literature  ;  but

at  the  same  time  to  request  that  he  will  lay  before  them  the

enclosed  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  has  lately  passed  between

the  Society  and  Professor  H.  H.  Wilson,  as  explanatory  of  the

principles  on  which  the  Bibliotheca  Indica  has,  of  late,  been  con-
ducted.

I  am  further  instructed  to  observe,  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of

the  Lieut.-Governor  on  the  liabilities  of  the  Oriental  fund,  that  the

progress  of  nearly  all  the  works  which  were  in  course  of  publication

was  suspended  some  months  ago,  on  its  being  found  that  the  activity

of  the  several  Editors  had  pushed  the  publication  of  the  series

beyond  prudent  limits.

I  have,  &c.,
The  letter  was  approved  and  adopted.

The  Secretary  made  a  communication  on  the  part  of  the  Council,

in  reference  to  the  announcement  made  at  the  last  meeting  by

Major  Thuillier,  of  the  discovery  of  a  mountain  in  the  Himalayan

range,  which  the  computations  of  Col.  Waugh,  the  Surveyor

General  of  India,  had  ascertained  to  be  of  greater  altitude  (29,002

feet)  than  Kanchinjinga  or  any  other  known  height  in  this  range,

and  therefore  in  the  world.

Col.  Waugh  had  stated  in  the  letter  by  which  this  announce-

ment  had  been  made  through  Major  Thuillier,  that  he  had  been

quite  unable  to  ascertain  what  was  the  local  name,  if  any  existed,
| of  this  mountain  mass,  (marked  XV.  in  the  diagrams  of  the  Trig).

|  Survey)  and  that  in  the  absence  of  such  name,  which  he  should  of

course  have  adopted,  if  it  could  had  been  ascertained,  he  assumed
3  0
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the  privilege,  as  first  discoverer,  of  proposing  a  name  for  this  the

loftiest  peak  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.

The  name  proposed  by  him  was  “  Mont  Everest.’’

Now  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen,  in  which  the  Council

fully  concurred,  that  it  was  very  desirable,  in  accordance  with  the

established  practice  of  geographers,  that  the  native  appellation  of

this  gigantic  peak  should  be  that,  by  which  it  is  known  to  the

civilized  world,  and  that  an  endeavour  should  be  made  to  ascertain
this  name—of  the  existence  of  which  there  can  be  little  doubt—

through  the  agency  of  the  Nepal  government  or  otherwise;  but

that  in  the  mean  time  it  would  be  in  every  way  more  appropriate

and  more  consistent  with  usage,  that  the  mountain  should  be  called

after  the  name  of  its  distinguished  and  accomplished  discoverer,

Colonel  Waugh,  than  by  that  of  his  predecessor  Col.  Everest,  who,

however  great  his  merits  and  abilities,  had  no  immediate  connection

with  this  discovery.

The  Council  therefore  suggested  to  the  meeting  the  propriety

of  addressing  a  letter  to  Col.  Waugh,  expressing  a  hope  that  he

would  acquiesce  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  allow  the  mountain

to  be  called  provisionally  at  least  by  his  own  name,  instead  of  by

that  of  his  predecessor.

After  some  discussion  this  proposition  was  negatived,  several

members  having  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  compli-

mentary  to  Col.  Waugh  to  interfere  in  the  matter.
Communications  were  received—

1.—From  the  Lieut.-Governor  of  the  N.  W.  P.  through  Mr.

Assistant  Secretary  Oldfield,  copy  of  a  correspondence  on  the

subject  of  the  exploration  of  the  ruins  of  Sarnath,  conducted

during  the  past  season  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Butler.

2.—From  Babu  Radha  Nath  Sikdar,  forwarding  copy  of  a

Meteorological  Register  kept  at  the  Surveyor  General’s  Office,

Calcutta,  for  the  months  of  June  and  July  last.

The  Librarian  submitted  his  usual  monthly  report.

Mr.  Oldham  begged  to  bring  before  the  Society  a  coin  of  some

interest.  About  a  fortnight  since,  he  had  received  from  a  friend,  a

silver  coin,  with  a  request  that  he  would  say  what  it  was.  Not  be-

ing  able  to  do  so  himself,  he  had  applied  to  the  best  authority  he,
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could  command,  and  had  sent  the  coin  to  the  former  Librarian  of

the  Society,  Babu  Rajendraldél  Mittra.  From  him  he  had  received
the  note  which  he  would  read.

My  pag  Srr,—Your  coin  is  from  Cooch  Behar,  and  is  an  in-

teresting  specimen  of  an  obscure  type.  On  the  obverse  it  has  Sri

srt  Siva  charana  kamala  madhu  karasya,  “  of  the  bee  of  the  lotus  feet  of

the  twice  illustrious  Siva  ;’’  and  on  the  reverse  Sri  sri  man  narand-

rdyana  bhupdlasya  sike  1477  ;  ‘“  of  the  doubly  blessed  King  Narané-

rayana,  in  the  Saka  year  1477”  (¢.  e.  1555  of  the  Christian  era.)  The

language  of  the  inscription  is  Sanskrit,  and  the  character  Bengali.

According  to  the  genealogical  tables  consulted  by  Major  (now  Lieut.-

Col.)  Jenkins,  (Bengal  Selections,  No.  5,)  Narandraéyana  was  the

son  and  successor  of  Biswa  Singh,  the  founder  of  the  Cooch  dynasty.

The  era  of  Naranarayana  is  nowhere  given:  at  a  rough  guess

Lieut.-Col.  Jenkins  assumes  Biswa  Singh  to  have  lived  about  300

years  ago.  The  coin  enables  us  to  settle  this  point  definitively.*

Two  coins  of  this  type  have  been  figured  by  Marsden,  but  none

of  the  reign  of  Naranarayana;  nor  is  his  reading  of  the  dates  of  his

coins  at  all  correct.  He  brings  down  Lakshminarayana  the  immediate

successor  of  Naranarayana  to  the  year  1727,  and  yet  it  is  well  known

that  no  less  than  eight  princes,  some  of  very  long  and  prosperous

reigns,  succeeded  him,  before  the  country  came  in  contact  with  the
British  Government  in  1772.

Yours  very  truly,

RAJENDRALAL  Mirra.
*  Buchanan  Hamilton,  in  his  History  of  Cooch  Behar,  (ante  vol.  vii.  p.  16)

questions  the  accuracy  of  Biswa  Singh’s  era,  and  adverts  to  several  circumstances
which,  he  thinks,  seem  to  be  irreconcilable  with  facts  recorded  by  Mohammedan
historians.  The  anachronism,  however,  if  there  be  any,  must  be  trifling  as  the  era
of  Naranarayana  given  by  him  (loc.  cit.)  accords  completely  with  the  date  of  the
coin under notice.

The  coin  is  figured  below.—R.  M.
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It  would  be  seen  from  this  that  the  coin  he  now  handed  to  the

Chairman  for  the  cabinet  of  the  Society,  was  one  of  considerable

interest,  and  of  new  historical  value.  In  giving  the  information  he

had  thus  acquired  to  Mr.  Tuckerman,  the  proprietor  of  the  coin,

Mr.  Oldham  had  suggested  that  if  he  were  not  himself  a  collector

of  such  objects  of  curiosity  and  interest,  it  would  be  very  desirable

to  place  this  coin  in  some  collection  where  it  would  be  available  to

the  student  of  history  and  numismatics,  and  he  had  been  most

liberally  requested  by  Mr.  Tuckerman  to  do  what  appeared  best

with  the  coin;  he  therefore  had  now  the  pleasure  of  presenting  this

silver  coin  to  the  Society,  in  the  name  of  N.  C.  Tuckerman,  Esq.

In  doing  so,  Mr.  Oldham  further  begged  to  propose  that  the

thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  Mr.  Tuckerman  for  this  inter-

esting  addition  to  their  collection.

Col.  Baker  having  seconded  the  motion,  it  was  carried  unani-

mously.

Dr.  Thomson,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  read  a  paper

entitled  “  notes  on  the  Herbarium  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden,

with  especial  reference  to  the  completion  of  the  Flora  Indica.”

He  stated  that  as  he  had  undertaken,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.

Hooker,  to  publish  a  Flora  of  British  India,  he  was  desirous  of

bringing  to  the  notice  of  botanists  in  all  parts  of  India,  that  he

would  gladly  receive  specimens  of  plants  from  those  desirous  of

contributing  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  Specimens  from  all  parts

of  India  would  be  acceptable,  the  illustration  of  the  geographical

distribution  being  one  of  his  main  objects,  but  for  the  purpose  of

indicating  the  least  known  districts  he  read  a  list  of  the  contents  of
the  Garden  Herbarium.

The  best  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Dr.  Thomson  for

his  interesting  communication.

At  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  held  according

to  announcement,  on  the  10th  September  last  at  the  usual  hour.

Hon’ble  Sir  J.  W.  Colvile,  Kt.,  President,  in  the  chair.

The  question  of  reducing  the  rate  of  subscription  to  the  Society

from  Ks.  16  to  Rs.  10  per  quarter,  as  proposed  by  Major  Thuillier

at  the  ordinary  General  Meeting  of  June  last,  was  taken  into  con-

sideration.  The  Secretary  announced  that  twenty-six  non-resident
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members  only  out  of  sixty-three  had  replied  to  the  circular*  which

was  addressed  to  them,  requesting  their  votes  on  the  proposed
alteration. Sixteen  voted  in  favor  of,  and  ten  against,  reduction.

Such  of  their  letters  as  contained  remarks  or  suggestions,  were  then

read,  and  after  considerable  discussion  the  question  was  put  to  the

vote  when  there  appeared—
For

Residents  present,  ...............

Non-residents,  ...........0...00000s

AGAINST

13

10
——
23

The  proposition  was  therefore  lost  in  accordance  with  bye  law

45,  which  provides  that  three-fourths  of  the  votes  taken,  shall  be

necessary  to  carry  any  proposed  alteration  or  amendment  of  the
rules.

The  following  is  the  List  of  Voters  :—
For

Non-resident  members.

.  Capt.  F.  P.  Layard,  Berham-

pore.
.  Dr.  J.  Fayrer,  Lucknow.

.  Kabeeroodeen  Ahmed.  Baha-

door,  Sasseram.

.  Rajah  Issree  Persaud,  Be-

nares.

.  W.  Muir,  Esq.,  Agra.

.  Lieut.  R.  Stewart,  Cachar.

»  Major  J.  Abbott,  Ishapore.

.  Major  J. C.  Haughton,
Moulmein.

.  J.  C.  Middlecott,  Esq.,  Ju-

bulpore.

.  Capt.  H.  S.  Bivar,  North
Cachar.

.  Major  R.  R.  N.  Ellis,  Bun-
dlecund.

ho

9.

10.

Resident  members  present  at  the

AGAINST

Non-resident  members.

.  G.  H.  Freeling,  Esq.,  Orai.

.  Dr.  J.  Row,  Meerut.

.  Lieut.-Col.  M.  E.  Loftie,  Al-
morah.

.  R.  Spankie,  Esq.,  Mussorie.

.  Captain  R.  Maclagan,  Roor-
kee.

.  Lieut.  N.  W.  Elphinstone,

Goorgooriah.

.  Col.  Sir  A.  Bogle,  Moulmein.

.  Major  A.  P.  Phayre,  Ran-

goon.
Capt.  S.  S.  Dalton,  Assam.

F.  E.  Hall,  Esq.,  Ajmere.

meeting.

11.  Hon’ble  Sir  J.  Colvile,  Kt.,
President.

*  This  circular  was  accompanied  by  a  paper  containing  a  resumé  of  the  Pro-
ceedings of the Society in reference to the proposed reduction.
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12.  Major  J.  H.  Hanyngton,  12.  Rajah  Pertaéb  Chunder  Singh,

Chota  Nagpore.  Bahadoor.

13.  Capt.  H.  C.  James,  Darjeel-  13.  Babu  Jadava  Krishna  Singh.

ing.  3  14.  Babu  Rajendra  Lal  Mittra.

14.  R.  H.  Russell,  Hsq.,  Bogra.  15.  C.  Beadon,  Esq.

15.  J.  J.  Gray,  Esq.,  Malda.  16.  Capt.  C.  B.  Young.

46.  Col.  Sir  H.  M.  Lawrence,’  17.  Dr.  T.  Boycot.  |  |

Abboo.  18.  Dr.  T.  Thomson.

Resident  members  present  at  the  19.  Dr.  H.  Walker.

-  meeting.  20.  Lieut.-Col.  W.  HE.  Baker.

17.  Major  H.  L.  Thuillier.  21.  Capt.  H.  Yule.

18.  Hon’ble  E.  Drummond.  22.  Dr.  G.  G.  Spilsbury.

19.  Capt,  W.  S.  Sherwill.  23.  W.S.  Atkinson,  Esq.

20.  D.  Money,  Esq.  |
21.  Babu  Radha  Nath  Sikdar.

22.  Revd.  K.  M.  Banerjee.

23.  T.  Oldham,  Esq.

24,  EH.  A.  Samuells,  Esq.

25.  G.  Young,  Esq.

LIBRARY.

The  Library  has  received  the  following  accessions  during  the  month
of  August  last.

Presented.

Culpeper’s  Complete  Herbal,  London,  1653,  Royal  4to.—By  J.  N.  Pay-
TER,  Esq.  ZEMINDAR,  DINAGEPORE.

Catalogue  of  the  Calcutta  Public  Library,  Calcutta,  1855,  8vo.—By
THE  CURATOR  OF  THE  LIBRARY.

Report  on  the  Revenue  Administration  of  the  Lower  Provinces  for  the
official  years  1853-54  and  1854-55,  2  pamphlets.—By  THE  GOVERNMENT
oF  BENGAL.

‘Selections  from  the  Records  of  the  Madras  Government,  No.  XXV.

1856—Report  on  important  Public  Works,  for  1854,  8vo.—By  THE  SaME.
An  Introductory  Lecture  delivered  in  the  Grant  Medical  College,  by

R.  Haines,  M.  B.  Bombay,  1856,  pamphlet.—By  tor  Lecturer.
Mahabhashya,  edited  by  Dr.  Ballantine  and  Kashinauth  Shastry,  Be-

nares.—-By  THE  Enitors.
The  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society,  Vol,  XII,  part  2,

No.  46,  Landon,  8vo.
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The  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  of  the  Institutions  in  Union,
Vol.  IV.  No.  188,  London.—By  THE  SocIETY.

Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  No.  III.

April  and  May,  1856.—By  tue  Society.
Journal  Asiatique,  Tome  VII.  No.  26,  for  February  and  March  1856.
Natuurkundig  Tidschrift  voor  Nederlandsch  Indié,  Deel  I.  Derde  Serie

Deel  IX.  Affev.  I.  II.  og  IJ].—By  tort  Naturat  History  Society  or
NETHERLANDS’  INDIA.

Twenty  eight  Sections  of  the  Trigonometrical  Survey  Atlas.—By
Masor  THUILLIER.

The  Oriental  Christian  Spectator,  for  July,  1856,  Bombay.—By  THE
EpDITor.

The  Calcutta  Christian  Observer,  for  August,  1856.—By  tur  Epirors.
The  Oriental  Baptist,  for  August,  1856.—By  tHE  Epitor.
The  Upadeshak,  for  August,  1856.—By  Tur  Epitor.
The  Tuttwabodhini  Putrica,  No.  157.—By  THE  TaTTWABODHINi  SABH’A.

The  Durbin  Newspaper,  for  August,  1856.—By  toe  Eprror.
The  Phcenix  Newspaper,  for  August,  1856.—By  tHE  Epiror.

Exchanged.
The  Atheneum,  for  May,  1856.
The  London,  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magazine  and  Jour-

nal  of  Science,  No.  74,  for  June,  1856.

Purchased.
Genealogische  Tabellen  der  Arabischen  stamme  und  familien.  In  zwei

abtheilungen.  Mit  historischen  und  geographischen  bemerkungen  in
einem  alphabetischen  Register.  Von  Dr.  F.  Wiistenfeld,  1st  and  2nd  parts,
Gottingen,  1852.

Die  Kaukasischen  Glieder  des  Indoeuropiischen  Sprachstamms  von
Franz  Bopp.  Berlin,  1847,  pamphlet.

Was  hat  Mohammed  Aus  dem  Judenthume,  aufgenommen?  von  Abra-
ham  Geiger,  Bonn,  1833,  8vo.

Revue  et  Magasin  de  Zoologie,  No.  4,  1856.
Journal  des  Savants,  for  April  and  May,  1856.
The  Literary  Gazette,  Nos.  12  to  16.
L’Atheneum  Francais,  Nos.  18  to  20.
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  15th  May,  1856,  and  1st  June,  1856.
Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles,  Tome  4th,  No.  5.

Govur  Doss  Bysa’cx,

Asst.  Secy.  and  Librarian.
lst  September,  1856,
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For  Octozer,  1856.

Ata  monthly  general  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  the  Ist

instant,  at  the  usual  hour,

Captain  W.  S.  Sherwill,  senior  member  present,  in  the  chair.

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.

A  presentation  was  received  from  Mr.  Moore  of  a  glass  tumbler

melted  by  the  electric  fluid  passing  through  a  room.  ‘The  following
is  his  note.

“T  send  you  a  tumbler  melted  by  a  flash  of  lightning.  Luckily

the  bolt  passed  through  the  room  without  doing  any  one  any  harm,

though  several  were  seated  at  table  when  the  occurrence  took

place.”

Letters  from  Mr.  Huffnagle  and  Captain  Hopkinson,  announcing

their  withdrawal  from  the  Society,  were  recorded.

Raja  Gris  Chundra  Raya  Bahadur  of  Kishnaghur  was  proposed  by

A.  Grote,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Spilsbury  for  ballot  at  the  next

meeting.

The  council  submitted  reports—

1.—Announcing  that  Dr.  Sprenger  having  gone  to  Europe,  his

place  in  the  Council  had  been  filled  up  by  the  election  of  Mr.

Samuells,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Society  at  the  next

meeting.  :
2.—Recommending  that  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  sub-

joined  report  from  the  Sub-Committee  of  Philology  be  adopted.

Report  of  the  Philological  Sub-Committee  to  the  Council  of  the

Asiatic  Society.

With  reference  to  the  late  Despatch  from  the  Hon’ble  Court  of

Directors  on  the  Oriental  publications  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  and

the  expected  departure  of  Dr.  Sprenger  from  India  the  Sub-Com-

mittee  of  Philology  submit  the  following  suggestions  for  the

consideration  of  the  Council.

The  Sub-Committee  find  that  there  are  now  sixteen  works  in

course  of  publication  in  the  Bibliotheca  Indica.  Of  these  five  are
Arabic  and  Persian,  and  the  rest  Sanskrit.  The  former  include  Ibn

Koteyba’s  Handbook  of  History,  the  Sekandernamah  of  Nizamy,  a
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Dictionary  of  Persons  who  knew  Mohammed,  a  Dictionary  of  Tech-

nical  Terms  and  a  History  of  the  Conquest  of  Syria.
Of  these  the  Handbook  of  History  was  undertaken  in  the  year

1851.  The  Society  then  had  at  its  disposal  three  very  ancient

MSS.  while  at  that  time  in  all  Europe  there  were  only  four,  and

every  one  of  them  more  recent  than  the  most  modern  copy  in  the

possession  of  Dr.  Sprenger,  who  had  kindly  undertaken  to  edit  the
work.  Under  these  circumstances  there  seemed  to  be  no  reason  to

expect  that  any  one  else  would  anticipate  the  Calcutta  edition.

But  before  60  pages  of  the  work  had  been  printed,  the  Committee

were  informed  that  Professor  Wiistenfeld  of  Berlin  had  lithogra-

phed  the  whole  book,  and  there  existed  no  further  occasion  to

print  it  in  this  country.  They,  therefore,  immediately  put  a  stop

to  the  Society’s  edition,  and  have  now  to  recommend  that  it  be

dropped  altogether.
2.—The  Sekandernamah  has  been  printed  to  the  extent  of  nearly

one  half;  the  other  half  will  fill  about  one  fasciculus.  The  MSS.

available  for  this  portion  are  correct,  and  as  soon  as  Dr.  Sprenger

has  compared  them  with  a  printed  copy  lately  brought  by  him  from

Bagdad,  it  should  be  carried  through  the  press  under  the  super-

intendence  of  a  competent  Mawlavi.

3.-—Of  the  Dictionary  of  Persons  who  knew  Mohammed  thirteen

fasciculi  have  been  published.  This  portion  includes  nearly  one

fourth  of  the  work,  and  has  been  printed  at  a  cost  of  about

Rs.  4000.  To  complete  it,  it  will  be  necessary  to  incur  an  addi-

tional  expense  of  at  least  Rs.  10,000.  The  MSS.  from  which  the

first  portion  of  the  work  has  been  printed,  belong  to  individuals  to

whom  they  must  be  immediately  returned  by  Dr.  Sprenger,  having

been  already  detained  for  more  than  three  years,  so  that  the  work

can  no  longer  be  continued.  The  committee  therefore  propose  that

the  published  portion  be  offered  to  any  publisher,  who  will  under-

take  under  proper  guarantee  to  complete  the  work  and  present  to

the  Society  50  copies  of  the  continuation.
4...The  remarks  made  with  reference  to  the  Biographical

Dictionary  apply  equally  to  the  Dictionary  of  Technical  Terms,  and

for  its  completion  the  Sub-Committee  would  recommend  a  similar

plan.  But  in  as  much  as  really  one  half  of  the  work  has  been
3 P
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already  printed,  the  expense  of  completing  it  will  be  comparatively

less,  and  as  the  work  is  likely  to  find  a  ready  sale,  the  first  portion
may  be  sold  to  the  publisher  at  the  reduced  price  of  ‘4  to  6  annas

per  copy,  instead  of  being  given  away  in  exchange  for  50  copies  of

the  concluding  portion.

5.—The  last  Arabic  work,  which  remains  incomplete  is  Lees’

History  of  the  Conquest  of  Syria.  As  no  competent  editor  is  at

present  available  to  undertake  the  task,  the  committee  find  the

work  must  stand  over  until  the  return  of  Lieut.  Lees  from  Europe,

when  they  hope  it  will  be  brought  to  a  completion.

The  Sanskrita  series  includes  three*  portions  of  the  Vedas,  twoy

works  on  Hindu  Philosophy,  onet  on  Astronomy,  two§  on  Indian

Mythology,  one||  on  the  Prakrit  language  and,  one  on  belles

lettres.  These  works  are  all  of  considerable  importance  and  well

calculated  to  enhance  the  credit  of  the  serial  in  which  they  are
being  published.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that

the  printing  of  these  works  should  be  continued  gradually,  as  the

means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  enable  it  to  proceed;  adequate

provision  being  made  in  the  first  place  for  the  speedy  liquidation  of

the  debt  due  by  the  Oriental  Publication  Fund.
The  Bibliotheca  Indica,  as  a  series,  has  now  attained  to  the  139th

Fasciculus,  comprehending  a  large  number  of  works  on  various

branches  of  Asiatic  learning;  it  has  established  its  reputation  in

Europe,  where  it  has  earned  for  the  several  editors  engaged  on  it

and  for  the  Society  which  has  conducted  it,  expressions  of  thanks

that  must  be  very  grateful  to  both.  The  unfinished  works  will

scarcely  occupy  less  than  50  numbers,  quite  sufficient  to  make  the

contents  of  the  series  a  compact  and  complete  publication.  Look-

ing  to  the  extent  to  which  their  resources  have  been  anticipated,

the  Committee  see  little  chance  of  their  being  in  a  condition  to

undertake  a  new  work  for  the  next  three  years,  and  they  therefore

*  Black  Yajur  Brahmana,  Black  Yajur  Sanhita,  and  Chhandogya  Upanashads.
+ Vedanta Sutras and Sarvadarsana Sangraha.
$¢ Surya Siddhanta.
§  Markandeya  Puran  and  Lalita  Vistara.
|| Kramadis verax Prakritadhya.
§ Vasavadatta.
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recommend  that  the  Bibliotheca  Indica  be  brought  to  a  close.

The  recent  orders  of  the  Court,  indeed,  will  render  necessary  a

revision  of  the  rules,  which  were  introduced  in  1852,  and  under  the

influence  of  which  so  many  valuable  books  have  been  undertaken

before  any  2nd  series  of  the  Bibliotheca  can  be  commenced  with.

(Sp.)  A.  Grove.

»  9.  Lone.

»   RasJENDRALAL  MirrRa.

»   W.S.  ATKINSON.

The  recommendations  were  adopted.
Communications  were  received—

1.—From  Major  J.  J.  Bush,  Peshawur,  bringing  to  notice  that  a

regular  trade  has  sprung  up  at  Peshawur  and  Rawalpindeé  by

which  large  quantities  of  spurious  Bactrian  and  Indo-Scythian

coins  are  brought  to  sale.

“  The  following  is  his  letter—

“Since  the  articles  by  Major  A.  Cunningham  on  spurious  Bactrian

and  Indo-Scythian  coins,  published  in  the  journal  of  the  Asiatic

Society  of  Bengal  in  1840,  there  has  not  been  apparently  any  further

notice  on  the  subject,  and  as  the  evil  has  alarmingly  increased  of  late

years,  it  may  not  perhaps  be  altogether  out  of  place  to  call  attention

to  the  clever  fabrications  every  where  now  procurable  in  the  Pun-

jab.

“The  forgeries  exposed  by  Major  Cunningham  were  described  by

him  ‘  of  the  rudest  kind,  faint  and  indistinct  in  the  outline  of  the

figures,  want  of  boldness  in  relief,  utter  barbarousness  of  execution,

afull  eye  toaside  face,  Greek  characters  indistinct  and  corrupt,

and  the  Bactro-Pali  jumbled,  transposed,  imperfect  and  reversed  ;’

but  we  now  find  them  of  extreme  boldness  in  relief,  the  legends

generally  correct  and  sharply  cut  in  both  characters  ;  many  of  them

of  considerable  excellence,  as  works  of  art,  and  with  but  little  to

denote  their  utter  worthlessness  of  character  as  genuine  ancient
medals,

“The  Bactrian  fabrications  are  now  never  reproduced  in  gold,  the

Indo-Seythian  occasionally  are  in  silver;  and  the  places  where  the

trade  chiefly  flourishes,  are  Peshawur  and  Rawul  Pindee.  At  the

former,  silver  Bactrians  can  be  obtained  by  bags-full,  but  these,  gene-

a2  2
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rally  of  impure  silver  and  cast,  at  once  tell  their  own  tale.  It  is  at

Rawul  Pindee  that  the  best  spurious  coins  are  made,—patda  kuhna

is  the  expression  used  by  the  men  who  bring  them  for  sale—these

are  of  good  silver,  and  the  dies  so  well  executed  that  it  is  becoming

every  day  more  difficult  to  detect  a  struck  forgery  ;  sometimes  the

eye  or  the  mouth  of  a  face  is  faulty,  very  often  the  monogram,  and

now  and  then  there  isa  break  down  in  the  Greek  legend  by  the

omission  of  the  small  omicrons,  or  the  bottom  loop  of  the  letter  B.

I  have  seen  hemidrachmas  of  Azas  and  Azilies  so  well  got  up  as  to

.  be  perplexing  enough,  but  when  they  are  offered  for  sale  by  twenties

and  thirties,  and  purchaseable  for  annas,  there  can  be  no  question  as

to  their  origin.  Nearly  all  the  recent  additions  to  Bactrian  Numis-

matics,  first  made  known  to  us,  I  believe,  by  Major  Cunningham’s

unpublished  plates,  are  common  as  forgeries:  beside  these,  is  the

Lysias  with  Eucratides  style  of  helmet,  first  published  in  the  Numis-

matic  Chronicle  for  October,  1853,  and  I  have  recently  seen  a  forged

Diodotus  corresponding  with  Major  Cunningham’s  supplementary

Plate,  Fig.  6,*  which  affords  a  very  convincing  proof,  it  is  to  be  feared,

that  a  white  man  and  his  brethren  are  still  at  their  dirty  work.

“To  commence  a  crusade  up  here  against  the  trade,  which  it  real-

ly  has  become,  would  be  in  vain,  for  there  is  not  a  money-changer

or  shroff,  and  very  few  jewellers,  (many  of  them  possibly  in  ignor-

ance  of  the  truth,)  who  have*not  laid  in  a  supply  of  fabrications

under  the  idea  that  the  Sahzb  logue  will  be  eager  to  purchase.  The

market  being  overstocked  and  the  thing  altogether  overdone  may  in

some  measure  check  the  evil,  but  nothing  save  the  civil  authorities

setting  their  police  at  work  to  search  the  coining  dens,  and  on  their

seizing  the  implements,  well  punishing  the  perpetrators  of  this  jal

sazt,  will  ever  effectually  stop  it.  In  the  meantime  as  it  is  beyond

a  doubt  that  the  fabricators  do  obtain  information  from  such  sources,

let  me  strongly  advise  collectors  on  no  consideration  whatsoever,  to

send  plates  or  drawings  of  coins  to  their  agents  in  the  Punjab  or
Sfx  Provinces,  for  by  doing  so  they  very  often  unwittingly  afford

instruction  and  assistance  of  the  very  kind  it  is  our  interest  to

prevent.”

*  With  the  Greek  (  BASIAEOS  ANTIOXOY.
legend  altered  to.  |  [  Basileos  Antiochou]
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2.—From  Mr.  Hodgson  the  following  papers—

1.—A  Note  on  the  native  name  of  the  peak  of  the  Himalaya,  the

height  of  which  has  been  lately  determined  by  Col.  Waugh.

2d.—Route  of  two  Nepalese  Embassies  to  Pekin,  with  remarks  on

the  water  shed  and  plateau  of  Tibet.

3d.—Systematic  Summary  of  the  Route  from  Kathmandu  to  Pekin

as  traversed  by  the  Nepalese  Ambassador  to  China,  Kaji  Dalbhanjan
Pande,  A.  D.  1822-8,  and  set  down  by  his  Secretary  at  the  close  of

each  day’s  journey.

4th.—Abstracts  of  diary  of  Route  from  Kathmandu  to  Pekin  as

taken  during  the  Embassy  of  Chountra  Pushkar  Sah,  showing  the

number  and  position  of  the  mountain  passes.

The  first  paper,  which  was  read  to  the  meeting,  is  subjoined.

NATIVE  NAME  OF  MOUNT  EVEREST.

To  THe  Secretary,  Asiatic  Socrety  oF  BEne@at.

S1z,—In  the  report  which  has  just  reached  me  of  the  last  meeting

of  the  Society,  it  is  announced  that  a  “  nameless’’  peak  situated  North

Hast  of  Kathmandu,  and  in  East  Longitude  87,  had  at  length  been

definitely  ascertained  by  our  very  able  Surveyor  General,  Colonel

Waugh,  to  be  upwards  of  29000  feet  high,  and  consequently  to  be

the  loftiest  yet  known  peak  of  the  Himalaya.

The  report  goes  on  to  say,  that  “Colonel  Waugh  mentioned  in

his  letter  that  it  was  his  rule  and  practice  to  assign  to  every

geographic  object  its  true  local  or  native  appellation.  But  here  was

a  mountain,  probably  the  loftiest  in  the  world,  without  any  local  or

native  name  that  was  either  now  ascertained  or  likely  to  become  so,

till  Nepal  could  be  entered  and  this  stupendous  mass  of  snow  closely

approached.”’  Consequently,  Colonel  Waugh  had  been  obliged  to
coin’  name,  and  had  fixed  on  Mount  Everest.

Agreeing  as  I  do  with  Colonel  Waugh  in  the  propriety  of  his

rule  of  adopting  native  names,  and  cordially  sympathising  with

the  sentiment  which  gave  rise  to  the  name  Mount  Everest,  I  trust

I  may  be  permitted,  without  offence,  to  state,  in  justice  to  my

friends  the  Nepalese  and  to  myself  who  have  been  so  long  connected

with  them,  that  the  mountain  in  question  does  noé  lack  a  native

and  ascertained  name;  that  that  name  is  Déva-dhing§,  or  holy  hill,
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Mons  Sacer  in  Latin;  and  that  it  is  expressly  referred  to  under

that  name  in  our  Journal.  To  the  paper  styled  “  Route  from

Kathmandu  to  Darjeeling’?  there  is  appended  a  ‘  Memorandum

relative  to  the  seven  Cosis.’’  In  the  latter  occur  the  following

words:  “The  Bhotia  Cosi,”  has  its  source  at  Déo-dhunga  a  vast

Himalayan  peak  situated  60  to  70  miles  east  of  Gosainthan,  and

which  Colonel  Waugh  conjectures  may  rival  Kangchan-jhinga  in
height.  In  the  rude  sketch  map  which  accompanied  that  paper,

Déo-dhingé  was  set  down,  eo  nomine,  in  the  position  indicated,  and

that  that  position  tallies  with  the  site  of  Mount  Everest,  is  clear
from  the  words  above  quoted,  since  “60  to  70  miles  east  of  Go-

sainthan,’’  answers  precisely  to  east  longitude  87,  Gosainthan,”’

being  in  86  east  longitude.

Other  indications  equally  correspond,  and  at  the  same  time  show

why  such  an  object  could  not  remain  unnamed  or  unascertained.

Thus  Déodhtinga  and  Mount  Everest  are  both  “about  100  miles

N.  EH.  of  Kathmandu  ;”  both  are  midway  between  Gosainthén  and

Kangchan  and,  lastly,  both  are  by  their  position  and  by  the  absence

of  any  like  mass  of  snow  in  all  the  interval  between  those  peaks,

identifiable  with  the  so  called  Kutighat,  or  the  great  Gate,  which

annually  for  half  the  year  is  closed  by  winter  upon  the  eastern

highway  of  Nepalese  commerce  and  intercourse  with  Tibet  and
China.

A  few  words  more  may  be  given  to  this  last  point,  as  being  the

matter  which  chiefly  fixed  my  attention,  as  a  political  officer  in

Nepal,  on  the  site  of  Mount  Everest,  and  enabled  me  at  once,  when

I  heard  in  after  years  surmises  (from  I  think  Col.  Waugh  himself

or  from  some  of  his  subordinates)  of  the  great  height  of  a  peak  in

that  direction,  to  fix  on  Déva-dhinga  vel  Bhairavthan  (both  names

are  used)  as  being  the  “enormous  snow  mass’  in  question;  and  I

have  often  of  late  repeated  this  here,  very  recently  to  Mr.  Bland-

ford.  Round  the  shoulder  of  Déo-dhiinga  runs,  as  above  intimated,

the  great  eastern  highway  (the  western  being  round  the  shoulder

of  Gosainthain)  of  the  merchants  and  envoys  of  Nepal  proceeding

to  Lhasa  and  Pekin;  and  this  passage  along  the  shoulder  of  the

huge  snowy  mass  Déo-dhinga  vel  Bhairavthan  is  denominated  the

Kutighat  by  Hindusthanees  and  the  people  of  the  plains  of  India,
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as  the  passage  round  the  huge  snowy  mass  of  Gosainthan  is  deno-

minated  by  them  the  Kérung,  or  western  Ghat.  But  Kuti  and

Kérung  are  names  of  towns,  the  one  situated  considerably*  within,

and  the  other  considerably  beyond,  the  respective  ghats;  and,

moreover,  the  word  ghat  is  never  used  by  the  highlander  (Parbat-

tias)  of  Nepal  for  a  snow-pass.  Their  word  is  langir,  and  the

especial  langur  in  question  is  named  Bhairava  léngur  or  the  pass  of

Bhairava,  just  as  the  mass  above  it  is  called  Bhairavéthan,  or  abode

of  Bhairava,  Bhairava  being  the  terrific  form  of  the  god  Siva.

Every  merchant  and  statesman  at  Kathmandu  talks  familiarly  of

the  Bhairava  langur,  owing  to  its  formidable  character,  its  obstruc-

tiveness  (it  bars  the  road  to  the  north  for  half  the  year,)  and  its

strange  contrast  with  that  very  extensive  and  very  level  tract  of

country  in  Tibet,  called  the  Tingri  Maidan,  on  which  the  Bhairav

langur  immeditately  opens.  And  this  marked  character  of  the  ghat,

added  to  the  unmarked  character  of  the  peak  above  it,  may  be  one

reason  why  the  two  are  often  confounded  under  the  same  appel-

lation.  But  Déo-dhinga  and  Bhairavathan  are  nevertheless  sufli-

ciently  familiar,  and  correct  names  for  this  peak,  or  snowy  mass

rather;  and  it  were  indeed  a  strange  circumstance  if  so  remarkable

a  natural  object  had  escaped  the  notice  of  the  people  of  the  country

and  thus  remained  unnamed.  Nor  would  it  have  been  very  credi-

table  to  me  after  20  years’  residence  in  Nepal,  had  I  been  unable

to  identify  that  object.  The  two  papers  herewith  submitted,  toge-

ther  with  those  formerly  submitted  to  the  Society*  or  to  Govern-

ment,  will  I  trust  show  that  I  have  given  as  much  attention  to  the

*  1,  Military  road  throughout  the  centre  of  Nepal  from  Kamaonto  Sikim.  To
Government.

2.  Route  from  Kathmundu  to  Tazedo  on  Chinese  frontier,  to  Society,  and  pub-
lished in its Researches.

3.  Route  from  Kathmundu  to  Darjeeling.  To  Society  and  published  in  its
Journal.

4.  Physical  Geography  of  Himalaya,  to  Society  and  published  in  its  Journal.
5.  Visit  to  Nagakote  with  notice  of  the  rivers  flowing  into  it,  printed  in  the

Journal.

6.  Various  routes  through  Nepal  from  and  to  places  specified.  Sent  to  Gov-
ernment and deposited in its archives.

7  and  8,  Two  Journals  of  embassies  from  Nepal  to  China,  now  sent.
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general  subject  of  Nepalese  Geography  as  my  opportunities  and

training  admitted  and  my  duty  required,  whilst  the  foregone

remarks  must  satisfy  every  one  that  this  special  object,  supposed  to

have  been  heretofore  utterly  unheeded,  was  one  so  situated  and

circumstanced  that  no  reasonable  excuse  for  ignorance  of  it  on  my

part  could  be  made,  it  being  clear  that  personal  approximation  was

no  more  a  necessary  condition  of  ascertaining  the  name,  than  it  was

of  determining  the  height,  of  Déo-dhinga.

The  only  doubt  in  my  mind  is  the  greater  or  less  prevalance  in

Nepal  Proper  of  the  term  Déo-dhinga.

Having  possibly  obtained  it  from  persons  dwelling  in  the  vicinity

of  Kuti,  not  at  Kathmundu,  I  have  written  to  Kathmundu  to

determine  that  question,  and  will  here  only  add,  that  should  the

_  name  prove  to  be  more  familiar  to  the  people  of  the  Cosian  basin

than  to  those  of  the  valley  and  capital,  it  will  not  be  one  whit  less  a

“true  native  name,”’  just  as  Col.  Waugh’s  own  Powhanri  is  as  true

a  native  name  as  Dr.  Hooker’s  Donkia,  in  relation  to  a  Sikim  peak

and  ghat.  .  |
;  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,

(Sd.)  B.  H.  Hopason.

P.  8.  I  subjoin  for  reference  a  copy  of  the  sketch  map  adverted

to,  taken  from  one  of  my  extra  copies  of  the  memoir  on  the  Seven

Cosis.

The  two  papers  herewith  submitted  are—

1.—Route  of  the  Embassy  of  Kaji  Dalbhanjan  Pande  to  Pekin.

2.—Route  of  the  Embassy  of  Chountra  Pushker  Sah  to  Pekin.
Both  from  Kathmundu  of  course.

On  the  proposition  of  the  chairman,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting

were  voted  to  Mr.  Hodgson  for  his  valuable  papers.

3.—From  Mr.  Assistant  Secretary  Oldfield,  enclosing  copies  of

Meteorological  Registers  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the

Government  of  the  N.  W.  P.  Agra,  for  the  months  of  July  and

August  last.
4.—From  Babu  Radhé  Nath  Sikddr,  copy  of  a  Meteorological

Register  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  for  the  month

of  August  last.
The  Librarian  submitted  his  usual  monthly  report.
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LIBRARY.

The  Library  has  received  the  following  additions  during  the  month  of
September  last.

Presented.

Selections  from  the  Records  of  the  Government  of  India,  No.  XV.

Papers  regarding  the  Jubbulpore  School  of  Industry,  Flax  operations  in
the  Punjaub,  Survey  Reports  of  the  Central  and  Northern  portions  of
Pegu.—By  tHe  Bencat  GovERNMENT.

Ditto  Ditto.—By  THE  GoVERNMENT  oF  INDIA.

Ditto  Ditto,  No.  XVI.  Report  on  the  operations  connected  with  the
Hindoostan  and  Thibet  Road.—By  tHz  Government  oF  Inpta.

Report  on  the  Coal  and  Iron  districts  of  Bengal  by  Mr.  D.  Smith.—By
THE  SAME.

Soie  et  Papier  Tires  de  L’ecorce  aux  fascines  du  murier  par  Frédéric
Lotteri.  Malte,  Pamphlet.—By  tHe  AuTHorR.

Memoire  sur  Le  Sarcophage  et  L’inscription  Funéraire  D’eschmou-

nazur  par  M.  L’Abbé  J.  J.  L.  Bargés.  Paris,  1856.—By  THE  AUTHOR.  -
Byakaran  Chandricé,  qytezxq  bfaei,  by  Mothoornauth  Turkoruthno,

12mo.  pamphlet.—From  THE  AUTHOR.
The  Oriental  Baptist  for  September,  1856.—By  tar  Epiror.
The  Calcutta  Christian  Observer  for  Sept.,  1856.—By  THe  Epitors.
The  Calcutta  Christian  Spectator  for  August,  1856,  Bombay.—By  THE

Epitor.

The  Upadeshak  for  September,  1856.—By  THE  Epiror.
The  Durbin  Newspaper  for  September,  1856.
The  Phenix  Newspaper  for  ditto.
The  Morning  Chronicle  ditto  for  ditto.
Journal  Asiatique,  Tome  VII.  No.  27,  for  Avril-Mai,  1856.—By  THE

Asiatic  Socinty  oF  Paris.

Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  No.  4,
May  and  June,  1856.—By  rue  Society.

Specimen  e  Literis  Orientalibus,  exhibens  az-zamaksarii  Lexicon  Geo-
graphicum,  cui  titules  est  slut}  4  KKolll,  Jax  WS  Ex  cod.  Leyd.  nune

primum  edidit  Matthias  Salverda  de  Grave.  Lugduni  Batavorum,  8yo,
1856.—By  THE  CURATORS  OF  THE  ACADEMY  oF  LEYDEN.
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Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  new
series,  Vol.  II.  part  1V.—By  tur  Acapemy.

Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  Vol.  25.—By  Tax  Sociery.

Hachanged.
The  Atheneum,  for  June  and  July,  1856.
The  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magazine  and  Jour=

nal  of  Science,  Nos.  75  and  76  for  July,  and  77  for  August,  1856.
The  Calcutta  Review,  No.  53,  for  September,  1856.

Purchased.

Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles.  Tome  IV.  No.  6,  and  Tome  V.  No.  1.
Revue  et  Magasin  de  Zoologie,  Nos.  5  and  6,  1856.
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  15th  June,  July,  and  Ist  August,  1856.
Journal  Des  Savants,  for  June  and  July,  1856.
Comptes  Rendus  Nos.  20  to  21,  for  May,  Nos.  22  to  26,  for  June,  1856,

and  Nos.  1  and  2,  for  July,  1856.
The  Literary  Gazette,  Nos.  17  to  24.
L’Athenzum  Franeais,  Nos.  21  to  29,  excepting  No.  27.
The  Quarterly  Review,  No.  CXCVII.  for  June,  1856.
The  Edinburgh  Review,  No.  211,  for  July,  1856.
The  American  Journal  of  Sciences  and  Arts,  Nos.  63  and  64.
The  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History,  for  July  and  August,

rege  o®
The  Westminster  Review,  No.  XIX.  for  July,  1856.
The  Natural  History  Review.

lst  October,  1856.  Gour  Doss  Bysack,
Asst.  Secy.  and  Librarian.




