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eunitragt.  Dow, i ture Yive irom the Hocky sountans  1t,  What is the b{.rl:.un.i;,:ﬂ.l.nnma-.r__rl-' the black or Chjﬂﬂﬂ_

could be introduced into England, would it not be adding

bardy Bamboo? Is it Arondinarin or Ludolfia glau-

another most vigorous and, I should think, most cer- | cescens? [It is Bambusa naos we believe.] Is the Pear
tainly a hardy climber to our list, with its splendid | called in France Martin See to be had in England, and
large crimson blossom 1 What an excellenteffect it | what is its quality T [Tt is a eriep winter sort of no value
would have on building or tree! 1 onee before saw | here.] The Olea jnponica of the Horticultural Society’s
pear Ludlow a wild Clematis running up a Spruce Fir | Garden is what comes as Olea excelsa from Madeira.

that had been shredded up all but the head.
climber was one mass of blossom, broad at the base,
but gradually tapering as it ascended the. tree; the
effect in this case was good, light green surmounted by

The | Is not Maclura now to be had by the hundred for making

hedges, and where is it eold I [By all nurserymen of
note.] Has the beantiful blue of the fruit of Monnina
ever been turned to wse! is it of poisonous nature!

dark, but nothing like the superb effect the light green | would alkalies have an effect in fixing it so as to prevent

bad resting on the erimaon.

Pray excuse this long|its fading? [Don’t know.] A letter from Baron

epistle, Of course the Clematis was in full blossom at | Jacquin, of 1839, now before me, mentions a Ginko
Downton at the time mentiomed. F, V., Shrewsbury, | female bearing—but not ripening—I13 fruits in the

[We have no faith in travellers’ tales of Vines with six
petals, nnd wonderfully good wild fruite. Tt is astonish-
ing to see how small thess great things become when
they are put to the test,]

Dicscorea  Baotatas~—From experiments that have
been made, and the specimens produced at the Horti-
cultural Society’s meeting of this root, it would appear
that it is guite hardy, easily cultivated, and that’ it
oceupies but little space in the ground. I therefore
think on that account, as well as from the circumstance
of its being apparently very prolifie, that it is likely to
become hereafter, if not exactly a substitute for the
common Potato, at all eventa a valoable acquisition in
the feeding of cattle and pigs, and consequently its ex-
tensive cultivation ooght to be encouraged. Last March
I received two lmnﬁ roots of it from Messrs, E. G.
Henderson & Son, but, from what cause I cannot tell,
did not meet with the same suceess as you mention
others to have done. One of these I planted about the
middle of March in the open ground, the other ina
small pot, and then placed it in .a cold frame. The
former, which was inserted about 4 inches deep, came
up towards the end of April, but it was eut down by
frost when an inch or so high, and it did not again
vegetate, nor could I in searching for the root some
time after discover any vestige of it whatever, The one
in the pot, when it had grown to the height of about
3 inches, was transferred without disturbing the soil into
a much larger sized one, where it did not make &
greater progress than an ifch or two more in height,
and it now remains in the frame with ils leaves all
turned yellow. . Will you inform me whether I
ought to allow it to stand just ms it is during
the winter, or take it out and dry the root for
replanting mext March! Also, in the event of
my then cultivating an increased number of roots,
what ia the proper depth to place them in the seil, if
they may be treated like the common Potatoes with
regard to manuring, earthing up, &e., and what height
the stems nsually attain T There is'one thing I eonfess
somewhat puzzles me to comprehend, namely, that if
planted at only 6 inches apart, how the tubers can find
room to swell to such an enormous size as has been
represented Do the roots or fibres, then, extend to a
great distance on either side of the row, instead of along
the line, and form their tubers at the extremity 1 1f 8o,
the rows 1 should imagine will require to be several
yards separate from each other when the erop is culti-
vated in that form. J. H,, Whitland. [The tubers do
not swell to an enormous size ; quite [the contrary ;
they are long and slender, Plant exactly like Potatoes,
only on the top of a ridge full 1 foot above the ground
level after sotting,  We should take up the root and
replant next March.]. . i, .

Ferns.—Having been travelling in Switzerland I have
brought home a small collection of Ferns, which I have
placed for the present in s pan under a glass in a
cold room. Many of them having lost their fronds and
throwing up young shoois which are weak and watery,

as it would do no good to shorten them like another |

plnnt, would it ba best to let the weak shoots grow or to
cut them off close, s0 a8 to foree the root to throw up
fresh shoots 1 I would also ask whether the rough out-
side husk of the Cocoanut could be mixed with advantage
with the peat soil under n plass case, Filix. [Keep
them eold for the winter, and in spring they will sprout
of themselves nuless they are dead. We bave no ex-
perience with Cocoanut husks, ]

Iris reticulawte.—A eorrespondent asks in your impres-
gion of the 15th ult. whether this ean be procured any-
where, 1 obtained 4t this autumn from Messrs,
Hollisson, but the plant, if true, certainly does not
eorrespond with Loudon’s deseription of it.  He says it
ia only & quarter of a foot high, but the plant I received
iz & foot at least. T ehonld beglad to know whether
you think I have the true plant, which, I understand, is
the best of the genus. 4. R. [L reticulats is a bulbeus
species, with rush-like four.cornered leaves, often a foot
long. The flowers do not rise half so high. Itisa
charming plant. There are figures in the Journal of
the Horticultural Society, Vol, 1L, p, 166 ; and in the
Botanical Cabinet.]

Miscellaneous ;abowt Trees~It may have been ob-
served that some of .the mewly introduced Conifers are
lisble to split their bark s short distance above the
ground, and thereby to cause a wound which takes o
long time in healing, though the health of the tree does
not seem to be materially affeeted by it. Such is the
case in gome instances with Taxodium sempervirens
and Cryptomeria japonica. In onme young tree of the
former species a considerable lump of waxy or gummy
resin has exuded from the upper margin of the slit,
where the bark has been lifted up by it, and  the secre-
tion seems to be increasing, As it is probably a
natural healing process it is perhaps not safe to remove

||

Vienna garden. Haa it ever done so here § [No.] He
also mentions a Gypseophila paniculata from the Levant
as & substitute for soap used lor washing wool, shawls,
and lsee; is that generally known1 [Yes] Aster
Carolinianus, a very remarkable departure from the
common run of Asters, is about to flower with me ; it
seems according to London and Sweet that there exists
no figure of it. N,B, It has been here about 16 years
without showing & bud until this season. The Turkey
Oaks have borne a vast quantity of acorns this autumn,
I have beenled to compare the varieties, which seem
endless, including Lucombe Oaks, &e. I think Iean
distinguish the following :—1, Normal Turkey Oak:
leaf jagged, stem straight, branches horizontal, leaf
early deciduous. 2, Ditto ; but semi-evergreen, 3.
Leal regularly and largely indented, handsome foliage ;
qy. austrinca ! 4, Very irregularly sinuato-lobate ;
luxuriant foliage, 5. Almbst evergreen, stem straight,
branches thick or ascending, making a fine head ;
handsome tree. 6. Leaves as No, 1, branches spread-
ing close ; habit like Q. pedunculata. .All these have
mossy cupped acorns. No. 3 may possibly be ealled a
Lucombe Oak of the old original bateh, The common
Luecombe of 40 to 50 years ago is very different, and
geems to hear mcorna sparingly, The so.called ever-
green Lucombe of 15 to 20 years ago is no Cerris at all
{save in leaf), and bears smooth cups like an Ilex. &

Cross Breeding.—1 have been lately collecting all the
evidence which I can get from the observation of others
and my own, on the natural crossing- of varieties of
plants, The evidence in regard to Leguminous plants
is curiously conflieting, but preponderates against their
ever erosming without artifieial aid, I should esteem it
a singular favour if any of your correspondents would
give in your paper or send me any evidence showing
either that Leguminous erops, when grown close toge-
ther, do sometimes cross ; or, on the other hand, that
they may invariably be grown closa together without
any ehance of deterioration, Charles Darcin, Down,
Bromley, Kent.

Petunia fmperialis~T qoite agree with your South Wales
correspondent as to the womsvitablencas of thiz Petunia for
badding purposes, Tt 13 all that was enid of it ay e pot plant; jtis
certainly double, fragrant, and alae n free grower, It will strike
{to use & common phrase) like waeds, and I have found no difi-
eulty in growing really handsome plants in pots Indoors, but
bedded out, or in pots and vases, and in a varlety of goils, I have
never scen it prodice one perfect bloasom ; they will not expand,
and If they do partly burst, "in every'gase that [ have seen they
have not been whita but & dirty green. I have seen it bedded
this season in very many places, and I have myself tried it {n the
eommon garden soll, and also mude up different composts for it.
In one enre I planted in & large vass four plants In the same
compaost T used for my pot plants, and althongh carefully watched
T never aaw & perfect bloom on them, while the dark Potunia
trinmphans (a decldedly bad grower) flourished and fiowersd
freely. - As n pot plant the imperialis 18 really valuabls, Itmay
be had 1a bloom nearly the whola year. The flowers also atamd
well when eut, and the plant iteslf differs from most Petunlaa,

belng & compact grower, and not at all lable to mildew, &,
Diavias, Edgeware,

Sorieties.

Linweax, Nov. 18.—Prof. Bell, President, in the chair,
A. B, Cooke, Erq, R. Garner, Esq., J. T. Law, Esq,
and P. L. Selater, Erq., were elected Fellows. The
following papers were read : 1. * Description of anew
species of Draparnaldia,” by J. B, Hicks, M.D. This
plant, which Dr, Hicks first found two years since, and
again in the present year, he names D. cruciata, from
the cruciate arrangement of its parts. The frond is
3 to 4 inches long, light green ; its branches proceed
from the main filaments at right angles mostly in whorls
of four, placed crosswise ; and the ultimate tufts of
branchlets also grow in a eruciate manner from the
branches, and hear cilim of extreme tenuity and length,
The filambnts are invested with a muecous layer, %‘ha
plant is met with in the streamlets issuing from some
of the bogs of the New Forest, and grows sttached to
sticks mnd stones, The paper was accompanied by
drawings. 2. % Note on the Palm tree of Timbuetu,”
by Dr. Seemann, After remarking that the species of
Palm which grows at Timbuetu had till now remained a
botanical enigma, the statement of its being the Cocon-
nut Palm being obviously open to grave doubts, Dr,
Seemann states, that from information afforded him by
Sir H, Barth, together with the descriptions eontained
in the letters of Dr. Vogel, he had reason to believe he
had correctly determined it to be the Boraseuos!
sethiopicus of Martius.  This Palm, it appesrs, is
diffused over the whole of Central Africa, and forms
extensive forests, especially on the banks of the nume-
rous lagoons, At a distance from such waters it is
only found isolated ; and sometimes is met with in
ecompany with the Date and the Doum Palm. The
trunk is about 2 feet in diameter, and according to
Vogel 40, Thonning 60-70, and Barth 60-80 feet

' bigh, undivided and unarmed, surmounted by a mag- )

nificent crown of fan-shaped leaves 5to 12 feet iy
dinmeter. These leaves, like thoss of other Palma,
are used for thatch and for making baskets, mats,
hats, and other articles, It produces large bunches
of fruits which are mearly round, sbout as large
as an ordinary Melon; each 4 or 5§ lbs. in weight.
These froits have three seeds surrcunded by a fibrous
busk contsining pulp, to obtain which the natives
suck it, The seeds are then planted, and in about
8 fortnight young plants have sprung up, and these
are eaten either boiled or raw like Celery. DBarth
believes that a kind of flour called ¢ fdogma is also
derived from their roots. The slbumen of the seed,
when soft, is eaten, “It is curious,” observes Dr.
Seemann, ““to find this Palm applied to the same uses
in Afriea as its congener the Pn?myrn ( B. flabelliformis)
is in Asia, especially as to the sucking of the husk of the
fruit, the eating of the young seedlings, and the prepa-
ration of & kind of flour.” Though there is mothing
}I.;e:ru]iar in the mode of eating the fruit, there is in the
net of eating the seedlings, and it is a curious specula-
tion whether this ides is of native growth or bas been
derived from the East Indies. Though not inclined to
give the negroes much eredit for inventive genins, Dr,
Sesmann thinks that in this instance it must be assigned
to them ; for, he adds, “if the applications of this Palm
had been adopted from the Palmyrs, itisnot likely that
the most nseful one of them, the extracting of toddy for
making wine, vinegar, yeast, and sugar, wonld have Leen
overlooked, But veither of the B.!mthiopicus, nor of
any other African Palm dowe find it recorded that they
serve for that purpose ; all we hear is, that the Date
treein Northern Afriea, after the heart of its leaves has
been cut out, aceumulates a thick sweetish and refresh-
ing juice of a slightly purgative tendency ; and that the
ancient inbabitants of the Canary Islands, the Guanches,
knew how to prepare from it a beverage which replaced
the Grape wine, and also vinegar, honey, and sugar.”
The extraction of toddy seems to be peeuliarly Asiatic.
In Ameriea it is entirely unknown, the so-called Palm
wine not being obtained by means of the spathe from &
living tree, as in the ease with geouine toddy, but by a
hole-cat under the crown of a tree previously felled.
* Both Africans and Americans kill the tree, the sap
of which they procure, the former by destroying its.
terminal bud, the Iatter by felling its trunk ; only the
Asiatica preserve it, merely cuttlngh ita spathes, and
allowing the juice to ooze out throughthewounded parts.”

It is the wanton destruction of the trees in the one case

instend of carvefully husbanding them &8 in the cther,.
which furnishes the reason why Africa and America

never have produced, and as long as the present process
ia cumiuuecf never will produce any Palm-sugar, *of
which Asia sends to Europe alone more than a hundred
thousand toms annually,” 8. “On the previonsly un-

obgerved Oceurrence of certsin Fungi in and near

London,” by the Rev. J. M. Rodwell, The author

states that he has found the rare Agaricus ulmarivs

finely developed on the trees in St. James's Park, in-
the Green Park, and aleo in Gray's Inn Gardens;

several fine specimens of Polyporus giganteus in St.
James's Park and Kensington Gardens ; and of Fistulina

hepatiea at Highbury ; and he suggests that'it may be

due to the grestly increased pority of London mir in

consequence of the reduction of the smoke nuisance that
these fun'gi have made their appesrance in the places
mentioned. In St James's Park he also states that the
usual Aregmas and Heidia are to be found, but thess
also he has mever seen previously to the present yenr,
4. * On the Natore of the Coronal Scales in Sapounaris,™
by M. T. Masters, Esq. The aathor eonsiders that the
scale on the petals of the Caryophyllem is a double

organ consisting of two abortive stamens unpited, In
some young flower-buds of a semi-double variety of
Saponaria officinalis recently examined, the scales were

in some instances found completely divided into two
strap-shaped bodies, standing quite distinet in front of
the petal, In one ecase, the scale single below was

bifurcated nbove, each subdivision bearing an anther,

and several similar scales were found adherent to the

claws of the petals. There were also numerous cases

showing an intermediate condition between the ordinary

scale and that of two distinet stamens. From thess

observations Mr., Masters concludes that it is fair to
infer that the scales'on the petals of Caryophylles ars

compoged of two abortive stamens united ; and in cons

sequence that these bodies do mot constitute any real

exception to the laws of alternation. The fowers of
this Saponaria also afforded instances of both marginal

and free central placentation,

EnroMoroaiost, November 3.—W. W. Saunders, Eaq,,
F.R.8,, &e., President, in the chair. Mr. Samuel
Stevens exhibited a specimen of the Chinese Wax
insect upon the twig, recently received from Mr, For-
tune, and Mr, Bowring stated that the Pela Wax was
used by the patives for ‘coating their ordinary candles
80 B8 to give them a hard surface. Mr. Stevens also
exhibited the larve of Noctus Ashworthii and those of
a moth still infesting & bottle of Liquorice powder pro-
duced st a former meeting of the Society. Mr. Au-
gustus Shepherd exhibited specimens of various rare
moths taken near DBrighton, including Acronycta alni
and Phibalapteryx gemmarin. Mr, Stainton slso ex-
hibited some rare moths taken by Mr. H. Cook, in-
cluding Phlogophora empyres, Leucania Vitellina and
musgeulosa, Laphygma exigua, and Cucullia Verbase j
also the extrémely rare beetle Uleiota planata, taken
under the loose bark of Lime trees, and also & remark-
able cpen network cocoon sttached by & long footstalk
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plant delights will be disturbed. By the two former
hoeings the weeds will in a great mensure be eradieated,
still there are always plenty of weeds in spring; but
this last hoeing is chiefly to break the crust and
open the channels of the soil, allowing the air and
dews to penetrate, Now these three ioalngu come
rather expensive if done in the usual manner, but
the expense js not in proportion to .the benefit
derived by the erop, but 1 know of no hand-hoe, ex-
cepting the one I am about to speak of, which will do
the work as 1 should wish to ses it done. A man,
generally speaking, is obliged to work too fast to do the
work well, and as he often treads on the weeds after
they have been eut off, they take root again ; at an

rate he presees down-the soil with his feet, whicﬁ
instead of being left open and mellow to admit air and
dews, is apgnin closed up. My idea of a hoe is,
that o man should have it entirely under his control, so
that if he wishea to hoe exactly half an inch he should
be able to do so, or 1 inch or 2 inches ; and aleo, ex-
cepting by great earelessness, he should be unable to
hoe up a single plant, and that he should not tread on a
weed after it has been cut off ; also that the soil should
be left open and mellow, and above all that he should
be able to hoe one mere & day. Such a hoe I trust I
have invented, and if any one wishes to see it he ean
do so at 221 Stand, Smithfield Show, where he will see
other original inventions. Sigma, 70

Large and Small Potatoes as Sets—With respect to
plantitig large Potatoes close in thé drills, and giving
the greater distances between the rows, I willingly give
way to ‘Mr, Knight's opinion as stated by #J. T.” in
the azeite of November 29, It suits with my general
rule of tillage bettér’ than ‘planting them at equal dis-
tances each way. But it is not as only regards the
edvantage of exposure to the' direct rays of the sun,
which I believe they would obtain either way, but as
sllowing, in the greater distances between the rows, a
freer passage of air; this I consider most essential as
affording & more contiouous supply of fresh aerial food
to the leaves of plants,” In rows at narrow distances,
and more so in broadeast tillage, more or less stag-
nation of air must cccur, and the plants be thus
compelled to re-imbibe the excrementitious matiers
they have thrown. off in' perspiration. "As the dif-
fased light of the 'sun appears as effectual to the de-
eomposition of [earbonie aeid as the direct one, I do not
know that it may not be advisable to give the lines of
plants the direction of the most prevailing winds instead
of that of north and south. 1 have never planted whole
large tubers so near to each other in the rows as
Mr. Knight recommends, but I doubt not, in allowing
them the greater distance from row to row, from the
cmall leaf and manner of growth of the plant, that it is
2 plan deserving of all attention, and as productive over
wider dropping as he, in his ' practice, found, ' 1f I do
rot th&ﬂslﬂ my miod I will adopt it to some small ex-
tent, eay hall an acre, in the coming summer, I ghall
take 4-feet rows, with Secotch Dons or Downs, and as
Cabbages are found to answer well in our beds, perhaps
try some between the rows ; in their young growth they
will not check the passage of air. J. xﬁ" (Foodif,

Thick or Thin Seeding.—Seeing in your Paper that
& discussion on this subject is proceeding, 1 beg to give

on an account of a field I sowed last autumn. The
iind I sowed was what is loeally called Kissing-
land, 8 red Wheat with white chaff. The field wes
sown about the middle of December broadeast, and
thres bushels and one peck of seed to the stalute aecre.
¥t was then top-dressed with dissolved bones at the rate
of three cwt. to the acre, and harrowed in’along"with
geed. The crop did well and proved not’ at sl too
thick, The specimen I send will show -you that it
does not appear stunted or ill fed, I do not mean to
advocate thick sowing, but the quantity of seed sown is
so different from Farmer Newlight's, that the eircum-
stance & very uncommon, and my crop was not
in the slightest way too thick. It obtained the prize at
the Hale show held here in the neighbourhood on the
11th of September last, 5o I will leave you to form your
own conclusions, No doubt there is much difference to
be observed in loeality, time of sowing, nature of
soil and kind of sced, {t was sown on & poor field, but
the ground was fine and well harrowed. Hi Fan-
thorp, Harnworth, Warrington, [What was the
produce per acre 1]

Cross ing.—I have been lately connecting all the
evidence which I ean get from the information of others
and my own, on the natural crossing of varieties of
plants. The evidence in regard to Leguminous plants
is curiously conflicting, but preponderates against their
ever crossing withoot artifieial aid, I should esteem it
a singular favour if any of your ecorrespondents would
give in your Paper or send me any evidence showing
either that Leguminous crops, when grown close toge-
ther, do sometimes cross; or, on the other hand, that
they may invariably be grown clcee together without
any chance of deterioration. Charles Darwin, Down,
FBromley, Kent, . |11

Socleties,
. il
ROYAL AGRICULTURAL OF ENGLAND.

Morxtary Couscis: - Dee, 3.—Mr, Everyy DErisor,
President, in the Chair, -

Finances axp Houvse.—Mr, Raymond Barker, Chair-
man on the Finance Committee, presented the monthl
report of the aeconnts of the Society ; from whieh it
appeared that the eurrent cash-balance in the hands of

the bankers on the last day of the month just ended was
650L. Mr, Barker, as Chairman, also read the report
of the House Committee. These reports were adopted.
~ Prizes Por Essavs.—DMr, Thompson, Chairman, of
the Journal Commitiee, reported the following
awards : —

I. To Peren Love, of Naseby Manor Farm, Northampton-
shire : the Prize of 20, fur the best Essny on tha diffarent
mechanieal medes of deapening the stapla enil, in order to
give it the full benefit nl'I:.tmuu.p'harlu infinence.

II, ToT. 'W. P. Isaac, of Terrace Walks, Math (Land-Sor-
veyor) : the Prize of 20i, for the best Essay and Plans
for tha constructlon of Labourers' Cottages, with speclal
referance to domestic convenlenca,

YETERINARY LEcrunks.—DbMr. Raymond Barker and
Mr, Thompson, as the Chairmen respectively of the
Fionanee and Jouroal Committees, brought up a joint-
report, which was referred to the monthly council in
February.

Saviseuny Meenine.—Mr, Cavendish, Viee-Chairman
of the General Salishury Committee, reported the
recommendation that the Country Meeting of next year
should be held in the week commencing Monday, the
20th of July. This recommendation was adopled by
the council,

Prizes For IMPLEMENTS AND Stock.—On the motion
of Mr. Fisher Hobbs, the preliminary arrangement of
the Country Meeting I’rize Sheets for next year was re-
ferred to the Implement Committes, and a Special Live.
Stock Committee then named, with a request that they
would report their recommendations to the Special Coun-
cil of Thureday, the 11th of December,

Steam-Provenive.—The Council received from the
Stewards the Judges' report of the trial of Mr. Fowler's
plan of ploughing by steam-power. The President di-
rected a Special Council to be summoned for the ensu-
ing week, when their report on the trial of machinery
competing for the Society’s prize of 500l *for the
steam-cultivator that shall in the most efficient manner
turn over the soil, and be an economical substitute for
the plough or the spade,” may be taken into deliberate
consideration. *

Decruse.—Notice was given that the vacancy in the
Couneil, oceasioned by the lamented decense of Mr.
Woodward, would be filled up by election at the
monthly meeting in February.

CommuwicaTions were received from Mr. Pain, Mayor
of Salisbury, on the subject of Prizes for Hampshire
Down Sheep ; from the Board of Agriculturs of Lower
Canada, on the establishment of an Agricultural So-
ciety ; from the Smithsonian Institute of America, a
present of books ; from the Agricultural Society of the
Duehy of Nassau, on the entering into communieation ;
from the Baron de Forvester, a valuable eollection of
his works relating to the capabilities of the soil and
climate of Portugal ; from Mr. Knowles, & copy of his
Pocket Herd-book ; and from Mr. Brown, a copy of
his Farm-Account Book: along with various other
presentation-copies of works connected with agricul-
ture, for which the Couneil ordered their usual acknow-
ledgments.

The Council adjourned to their weekly meeting at
12 o’clock on Wednesday, the 10th of December, open
to all Members of the Society.

BIRMINGHAM CATTLE SHOW.

Tne Midland Counties gathering has been this year
s week earlier than usual, in order that its interests and
those of the Smithfield Club may oot clash. It has
gained by this in the appearance of many good animals,
which will no doubt reappear in Baker Street, and
would have been sent there only, had the meetings been
together, , ;

A pew seclion for Welsh Catile has been this year
uFBn!ﬂ, which ought to have some influence on the cattle
of the Principality, considering its nearness to the scene
of theshow. The Herefordswere as usual a very excellent
class, Mr. Philipps, of Berkshire, Mr. Naylor, of
Welshpool, and others, contributing to it first-clasa
animals. The Devons were an unusually good clasa,
The short-horns hardly eame up to their usual standard,
firat-class amimals, however, being exhibited by Mr,
Stratton and others, The best division of the exhi.
bition was that of pigs, which is more useful than any
of the others, seeing that prizes for breeding stock are
offered, and a very excellent class of animals, better
probably than have ever befdre been seenin Bingley Hall,
were gathered to compete for them. As to the numbers
shown, we may say that lagt year and this have been on
the whole nearly equal, viz., eattle, 112 against 100 ;
sheep, 107 agaiost 46 ; and pens of pigs, 28 againat no
fewer than 101. A good show of roots was exhibited,
and the poultry show, especially in the prineipal classes,
was a3 usual the finest thing of the kind that is,

The following is the award of preminms ;—

FAT CATTLE.

Clags J. Hereford Oxen—10L, Mr. J. Phillips, Ardington,
Wantage.
Class 1I. Hereford Bteers.—100, IL-::pd Hatherton, Teddesley

Park. f

Class TIT, Hereford Cows,—108, Mr. E. Herbert, Powick, Wor-
cestershire.. -

Class IV. Hereford Heifers.—100. with Gold Medsl, Mr. G.
Pitt, Chadnor Court, Leominster.

Class ¥, Short-horn Oxzen.—100. with Geld Medal, Mr. R.
Brratton, Swindon,

Clasa VI. Bhort-horn Steers.—10f, Duke of Beaufort, Dad-
mlngion, Gloneastershlira, .

Clasa Y11, Bhort-horn Cows~1C1, Mr, R. Stratton.

Class VIII. Bhort-horn Heifers.—10i., 3r. J. Armstrong,
Palterton, Chesterfield. ;

Class 1X. Devon Oxen or Steers.—100., H.R.H. Prince Albert.

Clasa X, Devon Steers,—10L, Earl of Leicester, .

Class X[, Devon Cows,—10, Mr. A, Umbers, Weston Hall,
Laoamington,

Class XI1, Devon Helfers.—10f, Mr, A. Umbars,

Clasa X111, Long-Ilorn Cows or Helfers. — 51, Mr. D. L.
Hnolborow, Knockdown, near Tetbnry, Glocestershire.

Class X1V, Cross-bred Oxen.~100, Mr. J. MNaylor, Lelghton
Hall, Welshpool,

Clasa XV. Fat Cows.—10{, Mr. J. Faulkner, Breiby Farm,
near Burron-npon-Trent,

Class XVI1I. Seotch Oxen or Steers.~101, Doke of Beaufort,

Bangor,
SHEEP.

Class XX, Thres fat Leicestors, Welhers noder 22 months.—
106, Mr. .J. Bmith, Rlseborough, near Kirbymoorside, Yorkehire,

Clasa XXII. Thres fat Leicester Wethers, under 34 months.—
101, Margnia of Exeter, K.G. .

Clnse XXIII. Fat Long-woolled Wethers, under 22 montha.
—10L, Mra. Barah West, Bletchington.

Clasa XXV, Threa fat Southdown Wethers, nnder 22 months
old.—10L, Lord Walslngham, =

Class XXV]1' Three fat Soutbdown Weathers, under 3
monthe,—10L, Lord Walsingham.

Clars XXVII. Fat Shropshire Wethers, under 22 months.—
104, Mr. 8. Pilgrim, Burbage, near Hinckley.

Class XX VIII, Fat 8hropshire Wethers, under 34 months—
Mr. Heory Bmith, jun., SBatton Maddoeck, Bhiffnal.

Class XX1X. Fat eross-bred Wethers ander 22 months.—101,
Mr, A, C. Keep, Wollaston, Northam ptonshire.

Clasg XXX, Fat erogs-bred Wethers under 34 monthe.—10[,
Mr, H. Thoruley, Maraton Hall, near Birmingham,

A P1GS3.
Clasa XX X1. Thres fat Pigs of one litter, under 10 months,
—10i, Mr. G. B. Morland, Chilton, Abingdon.
Clasa XXXIT1. Three fat Piga of one litter, under 15 months.
=10, Princa Albert
Clags XXXITI. Fat Pig over 15 months old.—10{, Mr. R. H,
Watson, Bolton Park, Wigton, Cumberiand.

PRIZES FOR BREEDING PIGS.

Class XXXIV, Pigs of a Large Dreed. Pen of five Plgs of
one lirter, e.meodln? threa and not excesding six months old.—
100, Mr. J. Bmith, Henley-in-Arden, Warwickahire.

Class XXXV.—Pigs of & Small Breed. FPen of five Pigs of
one litter, exceading thres and not excesding six months old —
1., Princa Albert, Windaor Castle.

Cremico-AORICULTURAL oF ULsteR.—At the annhal
meeting of this society, the annual report was read, and
the following remarks were made by Mr, Andrews of
Comber :—He thought it was fair and right when
met on any occasion like the present, that they should
express their feeling that while other societies, having
greater show and parade, received a far greater extent
of support from the great body of the communily, the
silent operation of a society of that kind, whose objects
were not of less imporiance then others but even of
greater importance, was comparatively neglected, It
was not for the purpose of depreciating the efforts made
in other departments that he would ask them to sdopt
the resolution that he had to propose to them, but mere
that they shonld endeavour ts induce those who were
g0 deeply interested fully to appreciate the importance
of the Chemico-Agricultoral Society, and to place
them more nearly on a footing with the efforts made in
other departments, and which were individually of very
great importance, but certainly not in a relative :]eiuq to
the support which they received compared with that
gociety, As to the improvement of implements, it
was a matter of unquestionable importance, and in
the efforts that had been made for the improvement
of implements there had been but a moderate ex-
penditure, and no waste of power whalever., He
believed it cost the great Agricultural Society very
little to reward exhibitors of implements, and it was
both an eeonomiesl and an extremely useful appro-
priation of the small sum which they applied to
that purpose, but they found enormous sums applied to
the improvement of stock. Now, there eould be no
question of the great utility of improved breeds of
cattle, ' They knew that they tended to economise
the food. They knew that the same quantity of food
applied to the feeding of a good race of animals would
produce a greater return than in feeding an inferior
race ; but it was a matter of not less importance that
food should be produced in sufficient abundance, and in
the most profitable manner, for the purpose of sustain.
ing theeattle, Hundreds of pounds a year of premiums
were applied in rewarding the breeder who had length.

ned , by a few inches, the hough of an ox, or i\mﬂumd,
in some degree, a little more circular or rotund develop-
ment of some muscle which was admired, and was, no
doubt, useful. But the cbservation he made was, that
while the breeders who produced some of these beauties
in utility and fashion were largely rewarded, s
small sum was considered quits enough to give to those
who npplied themselves to produce the means by which
the animals were supported. He did not speak for the
purpose of depreciating their efforts, but for the pur.
pose of inducing persons to believe that the efforts of
their society were, at least, of equal importance, and
that they were entitled to some little support beyond
that which had been doled out to them, The resolution
which he asked the meeting to adopt was na follows ;—

“That, in the present stata of agriculture, it is obvious thats
whila the efforts of the national and provincial soclatles havs
heen eonsplenonsly successful in the improvement of stoek and
of lmplements, sufficlent attentlon has not been glven to the
diffusion of the knowledge of the fundamental principles which
govarn tha nutrition of plants that, for the prosecution of thess
ohjects, the funds hitherto l'upplild by the poblic have been
fonnd Inadequate, and the soclety 18 again compelled to appeal to
tha proprietors and all persons interested in agriculture whe
liava hitherto withheld their support to enrol their names in ths
list of subseribers.”

Mr. Andrews went on to say that it wasnot on the
of either taste or fashion that he asked support for that
society,
was quite impossible that the farmer eould prosecuts his
labours with advantage if he had no knowledge of the

grounds which grew certsin crops best. They had at-

Class XVIII, Welsh Ozen or 3teers.—10{,, Colonel Pennant,

It was really as a matter of absolute gain, It -
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