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Born in science and Iitersture we are constantly h

of new ideas, and new theories, calenlated to upset oIl pre-
conceived opinions, Men who have been brought up ina &
narrow cirele of thoaght, and who inherit a disposition to §

look at things in the samo way that they were regarded
by their forefathers, are slmost physically ineapacitated
from appreciating the endless progress in discovery that
may be made by minds trained to a finer and more inde-
pendent mode of thinking. Every mind is %’ or less |
trammelled by the foree of circumstances, and it

no little intellectnal vigour to break awsy from the fai

which we have been educated, and to prrsne thmughjﬂiﬂ;-
eulty and préjudice, the untrodden paths of a new convie-
tion. When Mr, Darwin accompanied H. M. MM
| naturalist, ke shared in the widely-spread belief that oﬂq'
species of snimal and plant i the resalt of a ipedﬂ

| But in the course of frequent voyaging and obser

| mew light dawned mpon him, and ‘gradually, by e

"| reflection, and by a steady acctmulation of fac

| fashioned a theory to the perfeetion and

Bt iich he has devoted the best part
| twerity years. Failing health snd strength

him ‘prematurely to give to the world the pith ¢

W arganment in the form of an shstract. The

| profandity reqnires still two or three years mo
" labeur, and, meanwhile, it will be unfair fo

B! wifh only half the data in its hand, to pron

decision, The new hypothedis is so startling
csuse considerable excitement smongst ma
have reason to think that 4 has already se
porters if not proselytes, end the author X
tinguished for any of s pmdunﬁm

. | clightingly or with disrespeet. If the writer

o threw society into fits by endeam'urlng to

. is only a modified monkey, Mr. Darwin is

still more distarbanca. ‘He goes very much

obtaing his results Ty aitotally different p

views are put forth:ina volume of not qui

pages, and ke endeavonrs to prove that *

gpecies, genera, and Families of ongmal e

this world is peopled, have all desnendad., within its
own class or group, from common parent: have all
been modfied dn-the-course of liescent."

vineed ihut speciesmre not immutable;

belonging to what ‘are called the same

descendunts of some ofher and generally

0 the same manmeras'the acknowledged

f the modification of épecies by b

% supported by abundant facts and III ste
= applied both to the past and to the futue
| says Mr. Davwin, “that animals have <@
| most enly four or five progenitors, and.

! or leseer number. Analogy would lead:
% namdlv, to the belief that all andu

' deseended  from some one prototype. 'E
" @ deceitful guide. Nevertheless, all
Y yomeh in commnen, dn their ahm
germinal vesicleg, their celnlar strud
growth and reproduetion. .
fer:Zrom analogy. that probably a.ll ﬂie-
Lave ever lived on this earth have
primordial: form, info which life w
daring theory is pursned with courage
.out the volume. We are shown, ¥
amimals to o certain extent becon

| and depart from the parental type.

| abmost any variatien that he ples
| select in each successive general
.80 slight as to be guite inappreci
gve, The same principle applies
| ‘don ; for our oldest culfivated
3 -mr.'wt.'ws, and “H.!-.mnn-guw on
| meating, any pecnlinrity, he will o
| sgiously modify other paris of the
meysterious laws of the correl
_ herent variability of which
~_that is constantly resdy for ac
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author Natural Selection, in order:$0 Jiarik its re 10n. 10 |
men’s power of selection ; and unless if is engraved onsthe |-
mind, every “fact on distribution,. rarity, abundance, €x- |
tivetion, and variation, will be dimly seexn or quite misunder- |

‘steod.” All organic_beings are deseribed as engaged iz an kit
unceasing and inevitable “struggle for existence.” More B

individuals are produced than can pessibly survive ; .amd. if |

ghere were no checksapon increase, inthe course of time, Pt

' even slow-breeding man would not find standing room,in
the world. Life is ene never-ending ibattle, where.the =
weekest sink soonest in. the strife ; and itfollows, *‘ thatany

being, if it vary, however slightly, in-any manner profitable &
to itself, under the complex, and somefimes. varying. con-
ditions of life, will have & better chance of suryiving, and =
‘thus be naturally selected.” From the strong principle of
inkcritance, any selectad variety will tend sto propagateiits N

new-and modified form ; hut it must be berne in mind, that |

in the war of competition, everything happens through and
for the good of each being. ‘It may be said that natural [

selection is daily and hourly scrutinizing throughout the

world, every variation .even the slightest; rejecting that &8
whiek is bad, preserving aud adding up all that is good; 5%

silently and insensibly working, whenever aad wherever

opportenity offers at the impravement of eachorganic being

in relation to its organic and . inorganic condifions of life.”

The theory teaches that structure is subordinaie to habif, Vo
“niot hakit to structure; bat it:ie quite impossitle to get a Aty
just idea of the hypothesis of orafiual modifieatien, without 25

a very clese perusal of Mr. Darwin’s remarkable work. It &%

is a book o which immense objeetions will be raisad, and if 05
the argument falls, it will not have.been written in vain, as |

everything is useful thai helps to promote free 2nd en- =25
lightened discussion. We cannot resist giving a very strik-

ing extrafﬁt, .touching upon the Presa;nt. tl‘a.nsitory, flee til']g, ;'-.-.

tends towards improvement.

“Judging from the past, we may safely infer that not one §
Jiving species will transmit its mnaltered lkeness to a distant |

futurity. And.of the species now living very few will trangmit [
progeny of any kind to a far distant futurity ; for the manner

iz which all organic beings are grouped, shoavs that the greater

namber of species of each genus, and all the species of maxy

genera have left no descendants, but have become utterly

extinct. We cans0 far take a prephetic glance into futurity
as te foretel that it will be the eommon ané widely spread
species, belonging to the larger and dominant groups, which I%

will ultimately prevail and procreate new and doxinant species.
As all the living forms of life are the lineal descendants of
those which lived long before the Silurian epoch, we may feel
certain that the ordinary succession by generation has never
once been broken, that no cataclysm has desolated the whole
world, Hence we may look with some confidence to a secure
future of equally inappreciable length. - And asmnatural selec-
tion works solely by and for the good of eaeh being, all corporeal
and mental endowments will tend to progress towards perfec-

tion.”
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