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On the Origin of Species by means of Natwal Selection;

ar the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle
Jor Life, By Charles Darwin, M.A., F.R.3., Author of
‘Journal of Researches during & Voyag: round the
World.! John Murray, Albemarle street, 1859,

This is a remarkable book, sure to make a mighty etir
among philosephers—perhaps even among the theologiang.
Tndeed the very reputation of such a work from such an autho-
rity as Mr Darwin would seem to have done so already, for, if
we are rightly informed, the entire edition has been taken off
on tha firat day of publication.  Thosa who hava pernsed hig
* Yoyage round the World,” need not be told that the author
isa man of curions and careful research, familiar with every
branch of natural knowledge and gifted with tie faculty of
expressing himself, even on questions often absiruse, in lan-
guage always perspicaous and often eloquent,

Mr Darwin's work, although extending to 600 pages, is
but an abstrac: of a greater which he is preparing, and which
two or thres years hence will be eompleted. Tha doctrine he
adopts to account for the present condition of the living
world is, in fact, a revival of the old one of the transmuta-
tion of species; but he illustrates it with an amount of
knowledgs and ingenious appliances never before brought
to its support. 'We are oursclves by no moans convinced Ly
his reasoning, nor do we think that it overthrows the
existing theory of philosophers, founded on the evidences of
geological discoveries, that the organie world, as we see it, is
the result of a succession of creations and lestructions,
There will, howaver, we have no doubt, be many converts to
Mr Darwin's opinions, which for the perfect integrity with
which they are stated are well entitled to the mest respectful
consideration,

The theory of Mr Darwin may be given in his own words.
* - Thera is in progress, and bas been in all time, #a atruggli:
“for existence amongst all organic beings thoughout t
“ world, which inevitably follows from their high geometrical
** powers of inersase. 'This is the doctrine of Malthus applied
*“ to the whole animal and vegetable kingdoms. As many more
**individuals of each species are born than can possibly sar-
“* vive, and as, consequently, there is a frequently recurring
“ struggle for existence, it follows that any being, if it vary,
* however slighly, in any manner profitable to itself, under
* eomplex and sometimes varying conditions of life, will have
* & better chanes of surviving, and thus bo naturally selegted,
“ From the strong prineiple of inheritance, any selected
* variety will tend to propagate its new and modified form,”

The theory thus adopted by our author leids him at
length to the startling conclusion, that the countless multi-
tuds of organized beings which now people and adern our
earth may have originally sprang from no more than four or
five vegetable, and as many animal species; ray, indeed,
that all these may have originated in a single progenitor.
“I cannot doubt,” eays he, ** that the theory of descent with
** modifieation ¢mbraces all the members of the same class,
I believe that animals have descended from at most only
** four or five progenitors, and plants from an equal or lesser
“number. Anelogy would lead me a step furthar, namely,
“to the belief that all animals and plants have descended
“from some one prototype.”

The columns UF & newspaper ara not a fit medium for the
discussion of a problem so difficult and abstmuse as the
origin of epecies, even if we were oursslves propared for it ;
but a faw of the most obvious objections to Mr Darwin’s
theory may be briefly stated. Thus, variation in plants and
animals in the wild state is very rare, and when it does
oocur it is, most commonly, a defect and not aa improve-
ment in the race, as in the striking case of the Abino,
always weaker than the individuals of the specizs to which
it; belongs, and not often continued by inheritance. . Varie-
ties produced by the agaucy of man can, of course, be used
ouly as illustratons of the theory, as in fact Mr Darwin
- has used them, for the plain reason, on any theory, that
many plants and animals existed long before man himself
wid create ’

Hiybridism, or the sterility of the offspring of parents of
distinet species of tha same natural family, seems to us to
be a clear proclamstion of nature against the confusion
which the variety necessary to Mr Darwin's theory implies.
Even when two species are so closely allied that sterility in
their offspring does not follow from their union, there
exists a natural repugnance to intermixture, Thus, the
Germanic and Lapland races who border on each other do
not intermix ; the Negroes and Mauritanians standing in
tho same relation have been distinet for some 3,000 years;
and it was but a few nights ago that Captain M*Clintock
told us that the Red Indians of America not only did not
intarmix with their immadiate neighbours the Eesquimaux,
but that no example was known -:-f5 their being able even
to dwell and exist among them.

A comparison of extinct with existing species of the same
natural families seens to us to afford an unanswarable
argument against thetheory by * natural selection,” Thus,
the extinet mastodons and elephants were at least equal in
sizo and strength with the living species, and the latter
could not by any superiority have displaced and extinguished
them.  Still stronger is the case with the class of Saurians
or lizards, since some of the extinct species were such
monsters that a Nilotic or Grangetic alligator would have
made but a poor breakfast for one of them,

Mr Darwin's theory, even if it were established, would
not aceount for the origin of species, for it would no; tell
us how his some nine primordeal species, or his single pro-
genitor of these nine, originated. The theory Suppos:s an
unlimited progross towards improvement. By it we may
hope that the race to which we ourselves belon may in the
course of some millions of years become angjs or demi-
gods. This is, no doubt, consolatory, and yet it is some-
what marred by the mortifying reflection that proud man
may have been onco an ape, a bat, or a mere monad—
nay, that even Isaac Newton may have had the very samo
progenitor as u drum-head cabbage. Millions of years
hence (if the improved man then living should think it
worth while to preserve a record of our present humble
doings) the best of us may be looked upon as no Letter
than clever apes, which is the character in which the poet
sipposes * superior beings ™ to have admired Newton
when he appeared among them. The theory, indeed, is a
soientific metempsychosis, not only more ingenious but far
more eonsolatory than that of Hindus and Buddhists, for
it i all hopeful progress without any counterbalance of
melancholy retrogressicn, or still worse, of annihilation,

Much of Mr Darwin’s volume is what ordinary readers
would call * tough reading;” that is, writing which to
comprehend requires concentrated attention and some pre=
pal.‘atiﬂ-n‘ for the task. All, however, ia by no means of thig
description, and many parts of the work abound in ine
formation, easy to comprehend and both instractive and ene
tertaining. Mr Darwin's account of the slave-making ants,
for there are several s}zmies of them, is an example,

It will be obﬂervﬁ t':w.:,' a8 with human slave-dealing, the
Ei_m is black, and the dealer, if not white, at least red or
1rar.
The eloquent concluding paragraph of the work is ancther
ng th i i
among the many WWEMEM quote.

_ We cannot help saying that that piety must be fastidions,
indeed, that objects to & theory the tendency of which is to
show that all urgunic beings, man included, are in & pers
petual progress of amelioration, and that is e}:lmuuclt'zuz':| in
the reverential language which we have quoted, Tt rums,
indeed, as if it were parallel with the soeial advancement of
man himself, which began with the cowring cannibal, and
in U8 progress towards maturity has produced s Howard
and a Nightingale, '
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