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To penetrate a certain country at the cost of 350,000 lives, 500,000
mutilated men, and many billions of money, for a certain object, and
then to abandon that country without any guarantee that the object
when reached is made secure, would be an absurdity. The United
States therefore holds the former Southern States under central
control. But once let them be re-admitted as States, and that central
control instantly ceases, and can never again be revived unless any
of such States shall commit a revolutionary act against the United
States. If South Carolina were readmitted into the Union with the
full powers of a State, the Federal Government would thereafter have
no more power to assist any of the negroes of that State to gaim
the suffrage — however unanimously negro-suffrage were thought
desirable—than to confer suffrage on the working-men of Eng-
land. Therefore it is not the fact that in America the difference
between moderate and extreme men “is as to the proper #ime”
for enfranchising the negroes : all Americans know that there is
but one time for it, and that is the time when it can be done.
All Americans know that, so far from its being a question whether
the whites can better wait for restoration of civil rights, or the negro
for his vote, that restoration for erer excludes the negro from voting ;
and parties are divided as to whether he should or should not be
so excluded, with the exception of a few who are weak or insincere
enough to maintain that the ex-slavemasters will so far please the
Northern Radicals as to confer suffrage upon the negroes. The
Congress could, indeed, put forward to the States a prqlm
for amending the Constitution so as to prohibit any distinetions
made in a State on account of colour or race; but there is no
bility that any negro now lwmg would see 1t adopted, ﬁrm
could be no Federal bayonets in Southern capitals a single q
after restoration, to secure the adoption of measures dictated from
Washington. The President knows this full well, and has taken
good care to secure all the measures that %is standard of l‘m
tion demands of the South,—as the repudiation of the rebel d
and the repeal of Secession ordinances,—by enforeing them w “5
Southern conventions before the rehabilitation of any W
should necessitate the withdrawal of United States troops. Wh
may be said of the Northern demand for the enfranchisement o
Southern negro, there can be no question that the demand n‘h
now, and that after reconstruction it becomes impossible. L

3. “The negrois protected in %is rights,as I canﬂmchfnm
knowledge, by freedmen’s bureaux, and a detachment of t
every town and almost every village throughout the Smﬁt”“
aside the question of the possibility of guarding the i
negroes in towns and villages, spread over nearly a m‘mm
miles, or of the wisdom and ,economy of doing so with a
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troops were it pessible, it must have already oecurred to my reader
that all of these Federal agents and troops must, on the instant of
any State’s rehabihtation., leave that State, or remain by its courtesy.
The United States cannot occupy, or have a soldier upon, a single
foot of the soil of any State, except by special concession of that State,
or to suppress msurrection. The District of Columbia, and the various
forts of the Union, were all obtained, by treaties or purchases, from
the several States within whose limits they are. The rights of the
United States in the separate States are limited to holding sessions of
its courts i them, collecting its revenues, and of transit, with the
making of post-roads, &c., necessary therefor. The present occupa-
tion of various parts of the South is therefore provisional, and inei-
dental to the disorganised condition of the States of that section ; and
the protection offered by it to the negro can scarcely be adduced as
an argument for a reconstruction which will immediately terminate it.

4. “If they (i.e. freedmen’s bureaux and United States troops)
were withdrawn, there would still be no reason to fear for his safety,
since the planter cannot do without him, and must employ him on
just terms, or he will go elsewhere, and leave the capitalist without
labour.” But this is not necessary ; it is perfectly competent for the
planter—if unchecked by the votes of negroes—to pass laws pro-
hibiting the negro labourer from leaving the State or the plantation,
without recourse to the uncongenial bonds of just wages or kind
treatment. One cannot indeed say that planters are incapable of
dealing justly by the negroes whom they just now owned ; but it is
a fact that the idea of giving them wages was never proposed among
them until it was suggested by United States bayonets; and it is
equally certain that among all the laws for the freedmen, passed by
the bodies pretending to be the legislatures of the States lately in
rebellion, not one has proposed to leave to the freedman, so called,
the right to make or not make contracts for labour, or to come and
go when and where he pleases, as the poorest white man may. Not
one of what are known as the “ Black Codes” of the old State organi-
sations have been repealed or amended. These codes, with hardly an
exception, made it a penal offence to teach a negro to read or write ;
they all withheld from the negro the usual legal protection of the
marital and parental relations ; they prevented a negro from suing a
white person or testifying against him in a court of law, no matter
what the injury he may have received; they restrained him from
moving from place to place without a passport from his master ; they
prohibited his travelling in the usual conveyances. Thus far none
of these claimants for a power equal to that of Massachusetts has pro-
posed. or promised a repeal of any of these despotic laws ; though one
or two of them are claiming great praise for enacting that negroes
may testify in cases where those of their own colour are exclusively
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interested! Now the abolition of chattel slavery will not necessarily
disturb any one of the features of the ¢ Black Cod 7 I have enume-
rated. These laws are not ancient or dead; on’the contrary, the
slave-laws have notoriously increased in seventy of late years, and
undoubtedly represent the deliberate opinion of the Southern whites
as to the proper status of the African race." Is it to be supposed that
defeat, humiliation, and poverty have changed their hearts? Is it
credible that subjugation by anti-slavery armies has inclined them
to anti-slavery legislation? Has the assistance rendered by the
negroes to their adversaries in crushing them, softened them toward
the negro? If Jefferson Davis had subjugated the North, is it
supposable that Garrison, Phillips, and Sumner would have been
to-day willing and faithful adherents of the Government founded
upon Slavery ? He must know very little of the Southern people
who does not know that they believed in Slavery as earnestly as
those Northern men believed in Freedom ; that every burden which
force has not removed will remain on the negro so soon as they again
occupy independent States; and that the universal Southern law
making it a highly criminal offence to advocate emancipation publiely,
will reappear to prevent the advocacy of negro equality in any
Southern community.

Along with the letter from which I have derived texts for the pre-
sentation of some of the considerations which are deciding the action
of the majority in Congress, there is an editorial article in the Zimes,
the key-note of which 1s, that the result of the policy of the Republican
party is that the great object of the war is for the time as completely
lost as if the Confederates had been victorious. At this moment
the Union 1s shorn of eleven of its ancient States. Secession
itself, if successful, could have produced no worse curtailment. And
more in the same sense, making the whole matter very simple,
and the *fanaticism” of the “Radicals” very astounding. The
Radicals probably find it more astonishing that there should be a
condition of public opinion in England rendering it possible for

(1) The following is clipped from a newspaper of North Carolina, December, 1865:—

“Two negro men, John Walker and Robert ‘McKay, convicted of larceny by the
new Hanover County Court, have been sentenced to be sold into servitude for a period

not exceeding five years. The sentence is agreeable to the laws of the State in relation
to freedmen before the war.”

And here is an advertisement taken from a newspaper of Maryland, one of the first
to ratify the Amendment :—

“Sale of a Convict.—Jacob Walker, negro, having” been convicted of larceny in the
Circuit Court for Kent Cﬁunty, and sentenced to be sold in the county for the term of
two years, notice is hereby given, that on Saturday, the 9th day of December, 1865, at
two o’clock p.m., at the Jail Park in Charleston, I will sell the said negro, for the term
above specified, to the highest bidder for cash. “ Samver W, Cares, Shenff.,”

““ Nov. 18, 1865,

(2) On Jun. 3rd, 1866, the Richmond Zimes urged that correspondents of the New

York press in that city should be mobbed, and the Examiner of the same city demanded
the suppression of all * Yankee literature.”
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its most powerful press to print such nonsense. The entire posses-
sion and holding of certain States by the Union, and the immersion
of all their functions in the Federal Government, means that such
States are disunited from and lost to it! Nevertheless, the logic
of the Zimes is suggestive. Is it not singular that men who have
fought a fearful and costly war to prevent the secession of certain
States, should at the end of that war be obstinately resisting the return
of those States into the Union ; and still more, that those seceding
States themselves, so far from being pleased with thus gaining their
object, should be standing at the door of the Union clamorous to be
taken in ? Is it not notable that the men and journals—including
the Zimes—throughout the world, who were the most ardent for the
separation of the South from the Union, should now be furiously
denouncing those who would prevent her re-incorporation with it, and
should even be encouraging President Johnson to use his “ patronage”
(i.e. power of bribery) to undermine their opposition 7 Undoubtedly
the instincts of the quondam Confederates and their sympathisers
tell them truly that the restoration of the Southern States at
present to their full powers in the Union would be substantially a
transfer of the victory in the late war from the North to the South.
The South having rashly thrown away, by appealing to arms, the
sway which it formerly exercised in the Union, would, if restored
now, be at once reinforced by its old allies in the Middle and some
of the Northern States, the Democratic party, and thus enabled to
resume that sway. All that it 1s possible to restore of slavery
would inevitably be restored ; and Serfdom, producing cotton and
comning negro-blood into wealth, would corrupt the merchants of the
North as Slavery once did. Northern men who should oppose all this
would be mobbed as Abolitionists formerly were, and agitation de-
nounced with even greater fierceness as an attempt to replunge the
country into civil war. |

To show that these apprehensions are well founded, it 1s necessary
to refer to the peculiar advantages which the late slaveholders will
enjoy in the matter of representation should the negroes not be en-
franchised. The framers of the Constitution, in order to conciliate the
slave-holding States, from which the chief opposition to its adoption
was anticipated, ordained (Art. I.) that representation ¢ shall be
apportioned among the several States which may be included within
this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including
those bound to service for a number of years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.” These ¢ other persons”™
were the slaves. If representation in the South were, as it is in
the North, based upon the actual voting population, they would have
about forty-five representatives; but the counting of all the free
blacks of the South, and three-fifths of the slaves, none of whom vote,
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has swelled the representation of the South to seventy, which ir
nineteen for slaves, and six for free nmegroes. But
technical freedom of the slaves, enabling the South to add m&y
apportionment those two-fifths, who, although they cannot vote, re
1no lonw to be reckoned as “other persons,” but as “free persor
must give the South thirteen additional representatives. Emaneiy '
tion will have increased her representation to eighty-three. This
increase of power in Congress, though derived entirely from
negro, is to: be wielded entirely, if the negro remains disfranchised,
by those who believe that the black man is naturally the whlh mai’'s
slave, and who have every reason to feel angry with the nem h'
the part they bore in conquering their masters. sl

Now let us see how the presence of these eighty-three M
representatives would be felt in Congress. The present Culw i
certainly the most favourable one to the negro that has ever e
and. it would be unreasonable to hope that from the fluctuating mas
of America there would not come future Congresses with smalle:
majorities for his friends. But I take from some of the latest vote S
upon. motions involving the negro question, and kindred ones, the
numbers: that may be regarded as representing the average relative
strength of the parties now ¢onstituting the House of Representatives.
December 13, Mr. Farnsworth introduced resolutions declaring that
as the laws of Congress do not exempt persons from taxes and mili-
tary duty on account of colour, and as the foreigmer, 1gnamnt d F
language and institutions, is invested with the rights of citizenship
for a brief service in the armies of the Union, good faith as well as
impartial justice demand of this Government that 1t mm to
coloured soldiers of the Union their equal rights and pri 2 "

citizens of the United States. After a bitter speech a m 1ese
resolutions by Mr. Chanler of New York, a motion to table &q

lost by 43 to 113, and they were referred to the Committee oﬁ &"“ “!)
which 1s considering the question of re-admission. Decembe m; -,*—" 3
a resolution declaring that all papers relating to the rep ~_  j ".f"'_:'
of the late Confederate States should be referred to the same C ittee
without debate, was, after a sharp debate, passed, under the
of the previous question, by 107 to 56. December 18, Mr. h nton,
of Illinois, offered a resolution declaring that any extensio: X :.;-1; 1
franchise to persons in the States, either by the President or --* ¢ " re
would be an unconstitutional assumption of power; 1t m‘ o '
table by 111 to 46. On the same day a resolution that
loyalty preseribed by Congress in 1862 should be & I
officers of the Government, was taken up: a motion 19 M
table was lost by 126 to 32. In these cases, which I h
out, but taken consecutively from the Reports, Norther:

(1) The term “ Northern" hereincludes all the non-seceding, and cons oY
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alone voting. It will be seen that, if the eighty-three Southern
members had been present, two of the votes would have gone in their
interest ; and the others—even the oath of loyalty—might have been
imperilled, or, with the help of the Democratie ¢ whips,” even lost.
There are altogether one hundred and eighty representatives at
present in Congress ; the presence of all of them would not materially
alter the result of any division, inasmuch as in these times a member
rarely leaves his seat without “pairing off " with one of the opposite
party.

What the result of admitting the Southern representatives will be,
1t requires no great sagacity to foresee. The Democrats, whose ability
to impede any legislation of the country which did not please them
would be immediate, and their controlling power thereafter quite
probable, have not left us in the dark as to their plans. They have
denounced President Linecoln’s proclamation of freedom as an usurpa-
tion, and as worthless in law ; and they have claimed that the assent
of Southern States to emancipation, and other measures extorted by
force, will be and should be recalled when those States recover their
power.! The restoration of chattel slavery would be a possibility;
the establishment of a serfdom embodying the « Black Codes ™ and
suppressing free speech in the Seuth, would be certain, should slavery
prove irrecoverable; and the repudiation of the war-debt of the
United States would be inevitable.

I have said enough, I trust, to show that those who have been so freely
denounced as fanatics are by no means urging unpractieal or ill-timed
reforms, or contending with theoretical wrongs. In America their
antagonists do not laugh at their apprehensions, but boast that there
is suffieient reason for them. The negro-suffrage question in America
and the workingmen-suffrage question in England are, it will be seen,
essentially different. Concerning the English franchise I do noft
pretend to give an opinion, but may remark that whereas in England
the strongest argument against extension of the franchise is that one
class may thereby be able to swamp the others, in America negro-

large slave-holding States, whose representatives are, for the most part, bitterly opposed
to the North on all questions relating to the negro. |

(1) In the Message to the Mississippi Legislature (Nov. 20), the Governor recently
clected (Humphreys) speaks in the following fashion :—*“ Under the pressure of Federal
bayonets, urged on by the misdirected sympathies of the world in behalf of the enslaved
African, the people of Missigsippi have abolished slavery.” “ We must now meet the
question as it is, and not as we would like to have it.”” “To be free, however, does not
make him a citizen, or entitle him to political or social equality with the white man.”
““ How long this hideous curse (i.e. the Freedmen’s Bureau), permitted of Heaven, 1s to
be allowed to rule and ruin our unhappy people, I regret it is not in my power to give
any assurance,” &c. Many of the Southern officials are equally outspoken with thas
honest Governor. Others, of course, deal in sentiment; but the Southerner bungles
when he is not frank, and under his protestations of Unionism there is sufficiently
audible the sentiment of the Jacobin, “ We will not harm your property; we expect

to own 1t ourselves.”
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suffrage presents the only method by which one class may be prevented
from swamping the rest, and that class the very ome that has
just come so near swamping the entire country. Feebly loyal, or
plainly disloyal, as the Southern whites are, it is not proposed to
disfranchise them, but simply to employ the large loyal vote of the
blacks to check the hostile unanimity with which the whites oppose
the negroes and the North, and to prevent the otherwise unavoidable
collision of races which must follow upon an attempted restoration ﬁ
the negroes to the sway of their former masters.

Some of the more thoughtful writers of the English press have
recognised the necessity of the objects which the so-called radicals
propose to secure by means of negro-suffrage. In an article on the
subject in the Pall Mall Gazette (Jan. 5), the writer admits that “no
one can blame them for insisting that the emancipated negro shall be
really free, and that his freedom shall be efficiently secured to him.
An object for which so much has been endured and encountered
ought to be made sure and irrevocable ; ”” but he thinks that whilst
the President “is content with the solid fruits of victory, they (his
opponents) insist upon its trophies and its luxuries as well.” This
writer evidently supposes that there is some way in which the
solid fruits of victory—i.c. real emancipation, the object for which
so much has been endured—may be made sure and irrevocable,
different from that for which the men whose course he censures are
contending. If he could have pointed out such a method he would
have done what neither the President nor any of his friends has
done. The utmost that the President could say in his Message was,
“ When the tumult of emotions that have been raised by the sud-
denness of the social change shall have subsided, it may prove ‘that
they will receive the kindliest usage from some of those on whom
they have heretofore most eloeely depended.” To thia mere pef waps,

from the terrible carnage to which these gentle Southerners ¢ .;ﬁ:_,:_; ad

it, saved by the black man to whose wrongs it had been a guilty

party, 18 solicited now to entrust the destiny of four mﬂltﬁ o
human beings, and with them also its own deetmy! I mit

that a “perhaps” will not answer in such an issue, even if re

were before us no handwritings on the wall, like that of Jamaica
to illustrate the tenderness of ex-slavemasters toward the negr

of whom they regard themselves as having been robbell.
Southerners—whose many good qualities I do mnot unde
are of the same race with those who have controlled thaﬁ
the forty years since emancipation, the records of whose legislatio
as Sir George Grey testified a few years ago, present a HF
blank so far as any measures for the welfare or elevation of
negroes are concerned. If these are the  solid fruits ”’ lﬁ

- Kl
R
= _-rr
ra— o -
& T 5


























































































