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XXXIII.—Notes on various Indian Birds. By R. C. BEa-
van, Capt. Bengal Survey, M.A.S., C.M.Z.8., &c.

In ¢The This’ for 1862 (page 284), in an article on the ornitho-
logy of the International Exhibition, I see the remark made
that “India sends only bundles and fans of Peacocks’ feathers,
and so does not do much to elucidate her still imperfectly known
Ornis.” Now, although this remark will not bear the same force
now that Dr. Jerdon’s ¢ Birds of India’ has made its appear-
ance as it did then, yet, since the publication of that famous work
has rendered the study of Indian forms a task comparatively
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easy to what it was before a manual of reference existed, as
one who has benefited much thereby, I venture, although with
some diffidence, to take up an amateur’s pen with the view of
contributing my small quota, and that, I am afraid, not a very
valuable one, to the knowledge of our Indian birds; and the
notes here hastily set down may at least, if of no other value,
do something towards the elucidation of their local distribution.

My first attempt at collecting was made at Darjeeling, in the
months of March, April, and May 1862, during which period
I undertook an expedition to the top of Tonglu—a mountain
some 10,000 feet high, which was visited by Dr. Hooker, and
along the summit of which runs a portion of the boundary
between Sikkim and Nepil. The few days spent there were not
at all satisfactory for bird-collecting; the weather was decidedly
“damp ”’; in fact I was enveloped in a thick fog during all but
a few hours of my stay ; and the cold, to one lately arrived from
the plains, combined with wet and existence in a little bit of a
blanket-tent just large enough to cover a bed, made the Zouf
ensemble anything but agreeable. I hope, however, to have
another opportunity at some future time not only of revisiting
Mount Tonglu under more auspicious circumstances, but also
the interior of Sikkim and Bhootan, in both of which countries,
I have no doubt, several new forms of birds are still to be
found near the regions of eternal snow.

The examination of my Darjeeling collection of 1862 was
kindly undertaken by Mr. Blyth, who named and labelled the
specimens ; but no list was drawn up until my arrival in England,
when I carefully took down the names appended by him.
Some of the specimens were, however, with my permission,
reserved by him for further examination, and some duplicates
of Calcutta and Burmese birds added ; so that if, in drawing up
the following notes, I should inadvertently have included any
species decidedly not Himalayan as belonging to my collection
of 1862, I shall feel still more obliged to that gentleman if
he will correct any glaring error.

I have made other collections, in the Maunbhoom District, in
1864--65, chiefly during the cold-weather months, and in 1864,
at Barrackpore, during the hot weather and rains. Some of the



402 Capt. R. C. Beavan on various Indian Birds.

specimens have already reached England ; others are on their
way, and the rest I have still by me.

By way of preface to the notes, it may not be out of place to
give a slight sketch of Maunbhoom, the district in which the
majority of the specimens were collected, and in which I am
professionally engaged with the Second Bengal Division of the
Revenue Survey. It is a tract of country of some 5000 to 6000
square miles in extent, forming a portion of the province of
Chota Nagpore, which, besides it, includes Singbhoom, Hazaree-
baugh, and the other districts of what formerly was the Agency
of the South-west Frontier. Maunbhoom appears to be a name
only given of late years to this district, from one of its pergun-
nahs. It is bounded on the north by Hazareebaugh, on the east
by Beerbhoom and Bancoorah, on the south by Midnapore, and
on the west by Singhbhoom and the large tract of wild and
jungly country which extends for miles in that direction.

The general aspect of Maunbhoom is quite distinet from
that of Lower Bengal. The low alluvial plains of the Ganges
and Hoogly are here replaced by an elevated plateau gradually
rising from Midnapore and Bancoorah, until it reaches its great-
est culminations in the offshoots of the great Vindhyan range
near Hazareebaugh, and the high tableland of Chota Nagpore
(Dorundah) 1200 to 2000 feet above the sea. The highest
peaks are those of Parisnath (just outside the Maunbhoom Dis-
trict) and Dulma, which attain an elevation, the former of 4348
feet, and the latter of 3049 feet. The general elevation of the
district must, I fancy, be from 500 to 800 feet above the sea-level.
It 1s essentially a country of rocks : hills erop out in various direc-
tions, sometimes singly, sometimes in masses, composed almost
entirely of the primary igneous rocks in a high state of con-
tortion,—granite, gneiss, quartz, and other metamorphic rocks
forming the principal groups.

The rivers are clear hill-streams with rocky beds, here and
there flowing over a sandy bottom which frequently contains
gold. Filled in a few hours by heavy rain, they become impass-
able, but as quickly subside; and in the hot months the
water in places entirely disappears below the sand. Minerals,
as may be expected, are abundant : iron is found everywhere ;
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coal crops out at Raneegunje, a well-known spot, whose collieries
supply most of what is consumed of this precious fuel on this
side of India. Gold is found in the beds of the rivers, washed
clear of its matrix, quartz ; and copper, as well as bismuth, also
exists. I am of opinion that this district will eventually, when
its mineral resources become better known, prove to be, on
account of its proximity to Calcutta, and the facilities afforded
for transport by the extension of railways, a great field for
European mineral enterprise *. '

A large portion of it, however, is at present covered with heavy
jungles. Roads cannot be said to exist, except for small native
carts, even the main road from the Sudder Station of Perulia
to the railway-station at Raneegunje being little more than a
mere track; and in many parts not only is the population
small, but the want of water severely felt in the hot months.

The climate in the cold weather is all that could be wished
for ; but about the end of March it begins to get too warm to
live in tents, and the hot winds from the north-west impart an
appearance of arid sterility to the scene. This, the winter
time for the vegetation, is marked by all the trees and shrnbs
losing their leaves; the jungles, dense and almost impervious
before, are now laid under contribution to supply the famous
“ Tusseh™ silk, the cocoons of which, in the absence of foliage,
are easily seen hanging to the boughs of the trees. The wild
animals, deprived of their usual cover, retreat to the hills and
caves amongst the rocks. Birds are at this period very scarce ;
and for a space of about three weeks the whole aspect of nature
seems changed. Winter in look, but more than summer in heat,
with but scanty shade for one’s tent, it would be unbearable if
prolonged for any length of time. A change, however, soon
comes, the all-devouring element of fire sweeps through the
jungles, and leaves them black and scorched ; a heavy thunder-
storm generally succeeds, and the first intimation of spring is the
bright scarlet blossom of the pullas (Butea frondosa) and other
trees, whose gorgeous hues, unrelieved by foliage (which does not

* Vide  Memorandum on the Geological Structure and Mineral Re-

sources of the Singbhoom Divu,” by Capt. Haughton, J. A. .S, No. 2 of
1854.
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appear until this tree has ceased flowering), contrast strongly with
the general want of vegetation. Soon others begin to flower,
while on some the leaves appear as if by magic; and in less
than a fortnight the jungles are of a bright green again, and so
powerfully scented with the flowers of the sil and other trees
that the sensation is rather sickening. With the opening leaves
and flowers appear numberless birds : many have come from far
to breed, others doubtless for the sake of the plentiful insect
repast afforded by the fresh vegetation. The species of Honey-
suckers and Flower-peckers are especially numerous, and flit
about from tree to tree in thorough enjoyment.

Fruits and berries are of course very scarce ; and the bears
and other denizens of the jungles would fare badly at this
season, were 1t not for the beneficent mhowa-tree, whose wax-like
flowers, produced long before the leaves, fall to the ground, and
are not only assiduously gathered up by the lower classes of
natives for the purpose of distilling spirit therefrom, but are
eagerly sought for by bears, deer, Peafowl, Jungle-fowl, and
several other birds.

But to turn more to our immediate subject, the Ornis of the
district, I should be inclined to consider birds to be its distine-
tive feature in animal life. They abound more especially in
the hot and rainy (?) months, at which seasons the dense jungles
afford resting-places to many species the locus of whose nidifi-
cation has long remained a mystery. The species are in most
cases known. I am not aware of my having come across a single
new one; but that is not so much to be wondered at when I men-
tion that Mr. Blyth has before now collected on the southern bor-
der near Midnapore; and Col. S. R. Tickell, formerly in govern-
ment employ at Chaibassa, in Singbhoom, and well known to
science as an ardent ornithologist, has detailed the result of
some years’ collections made in this district, in his list of the
Birds of Dhulbhun or Dhulbhoom, and Borabhun or Burra-
bhoom, which are the names of two of the pergunnaks (counties,
so to speak) of the district; and as they comprise the greater
part of the more jungly portion, it is not likely that many of
the birds have escaped the notice of these two well-known
ornithologists.
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Awaiting a further examination of some specimens of Rap-
tores iIn my collection, I have omitted them for the present,
and begin with the Insessores. The arrangement followed is
that adopted by Dr. Jerdon in his ¢ Birds of India’; and the
numbers used are the same as in that work.

82. Hirunpo rusrica. Common Swallow.

Darjeeling collection, 1862 ; Maunbhoom, 1864-65, where
both young and old are very common at Ambekanuggur in
January and February, hawking over rice-kates and near tanks.
About sunset they all fly away to the north-west ; but I never
could find any of their roosting-places. They totally vanish by
the end of February, and even earlier appear somewhat locally
distributed.

85. Hirunpo pauricA. Red-rumped Swallow.

Maunbhoom ; Rognathpore, 1864 ; Ambekanuggur, 1865.
I found it tolerably common at the latter place, in small parties,
hawking over the rice-kates. It flies higher and more steadily
than H. rustica, with which it is frequently seen associated.
The stripes on the breast present a more distinctive feature in
this bird than perhaps the red rump from which Dr. Jerdon has
given it an English name.

100. CypsELus AFFINIS. Common Indian Swift.

Common at Barrackpore, where 1t builds in outhouses at the
station ; and a large colony have taken up their abode in the stand
on the race-course, where they breed yearly in July and August.
Rare in Maunbhoom, although seen in Perulia itself. This bird
is especially abundant at Fort William, Calcutta, in May.

102. CypsELUS BATTASSIENSIS. Palm-Swift.

Common both at Barrackpore and in Maunbhoom. Wherever
the Palmyra Palm (Borassus flabelliformis) is found planted,
there, as a rule, will also be several of this species associated
with it. '

104. DENDROCHELIDON CORONATA. Indian Crested Swift.
Occurs in Maunbhoom, but is locally distributed. At Beer-
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achalee, in April, I found a colony in a mango-tope, close to
a village, in a tolerably open and cultivated country, in which
were several large tanks. Whether they intended to breed
there I am unable to say, as I never saw them perch. They
are very graceful in their movements on the wing; and the
call, as mentioned by Dr. Jerdon, is very like that of a Parrakeet. -

I expect that two or three species of the Swallows and Swifts,
which have been procured before by Col. Tickell in Chota Nag-
pore, have hitherto escaped my notice ; but I hope that further

research will supply the deficiency.

109. CarriMuLeUs ALBoNOTATUS. Large Bengal Night-jar.

Called ““ Khallpécha” in Maunbhoom, where it is more fre-
quently heard at night than seen. The note, as mentioned by
Dr. Jerdon, is somewhat like striking a plank with a hammer,
only that the sound has generally somewhat of a metallic ring.
I have procured the eggs at the end of March or beginning of
April ; they are as described by Capt. Hutton. This species
appears to be very locally distributed. I have nowhere found
it, as mentioned by Col. Tickell, ¢ extremely common in the
jungles.”  Dr. Jerdon’s description of it is somewhat meagre.
This bird sits lengthways on the bough of a tree.

112. CarriMUuLeUs AstATICUS. Common Indian Night-jar.

Abundant in Maunbhoom, where it is called “ Kupcha pécha.”
I have procured the eggs early in April. The bird is not seen
in trees ; and I do not think it ever perches.

114. CapriMuLcus MoNTICOLUS. Franklin’s Night-jar.

Called “Phurruck pécha” in Maunbhoom, where it 1s extremely
plentiful in certain localities, apparently replacing C. asiaticus,
which, again, is common where C. monticolus is rare. This bird
may be seen of an evening flying slowly over the jungle, at
some height from the ground, uttering its peculiar call of “ tzit,”
¢ tzit,” sounding as if at one moment close by, at another some
distance off. Its appearance whilst thus engaged is much like
that of a hawk beating over the ground. It also utters this call
from the bough of a tree. I found it very plentiful of an even-
ing at Kashingur, feeding in the rice-kates, chiefly on Coleoptera.
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It then frequently settles on the ground; but I have never
flushed it from the ground when beating for game in the daytime,
as 1s often done with C. asiaticus. It breeds in the beginning of
April or end of March. Its eggs, intermediate in size between
those of the last two species, are of much the same colour. I pre-
sented specimens of eggs of these three species of Caprimulyi to
the Zoological Society in 1864 (P. Z. S. 1864, p. 375).

116. Harracres HODGSONI. Red-headed Trogon.

Darjeeling collection, 1862. Found in heavy timber-trees
in the valley of Little Rungeet River. H. fasciatus was pro-
cured by Col. Tickell in Dhulbhoom, in Maunbhoom ; but I
have not yet seen a specimen.

117. MErops viripis. Common Indian Bee-eater.

Common at Barrackpore in the cold weather, arriving about
the end of October. Breeds in Maunbhoom, where it is tolera-
bly common, at the beginning of April. The eggs, two in num-
ber, are very round and of a pure clear white. The nest-hole is
excavated in the ground.

118. MEeroprs PHILIPPENSIS. Blue-tailed Bee-eater.

Found at Barrackpore only during the rains, from July to the
end of October, and is then in moulting-plumage. When the
cold weather sets in about the beginning of November, it dis-
appears, and is replaced by M. viridis.

123. Coracias inpica. Indian Roller.

Common in Maunbhoom ; more so towards the beginning of
the hot weather. Is said by the natives to breed there in holes
of trees; but I have not hitherto procured the eggs. It breeds
in the station of Bancoorah in April. The kind of trap called a
chou-guddi, described by Dr. Jerdon under the notice of this
bird, is frequently used by the natives of Maunbhoom, but
chiefly for the capture of Ruticilla rufiventris and Thamnobia
cambayensis.

127. HarcyoN LEUucocEPHALUS. Brown-headed Kingfisher.
I have only observed this fine bird in the neighbourhood of
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Barrackpore at the beginning of and during the cold weather.
Its legs are more of a coral-red than “ dull scarlet,” as described.

129. Harcyon ruscus. White-breasted Kingfisher.

Is tolerably common near Barrackpore, and is the only species
of Kingfisher, besides Alcedo bengalensis, that 1 have hitherto
met with in Maunbhoom.

134. ArceEpo BENGALENsIS. Common Indian Kingfisher.

Is the most abundant species both at Barrackpore and in
Maunbhoom.

136. CeryLE rupis. Pied Kingfisher.
Appears to be the common species of Lower Bengal.

137. CerYLE GurraTA. Large Pied Kingfisher.
Darjeeling collection, 1862, when it was procured on the Great
Rungeet River.

140. HoMmra1us BicorNis. Great Hornbill.

Darjeeling, 1862. Frequently seen in pairs in the Great
Rungeet valley, at low elevations in the heavy forest-jungle near
the river.

141 ? Hyprocissa coroNaTA. Pied Hornbill.

Either this species or H. albirostris is common in Maunbhoom,
especially on the banks of rivers. Invariably seen in flocks of
seven or eight in high trees, on hills if they are near water,
or on the large forest fruit-trees, such as the koochila (Strychnus
nuz-vomica), which grows luxuriantly on the banks of the Cossye
river. They are so extremely wary, that in two seasons I have
only been able to procure two specimens. They apparently
breed in the district.

144. MENICEROS BICORNIS. Common Grey Hornbill.

Not common in Maunbhoom, but occasionally seen solitary
on high trees in tolerably open country.

146. Aceros NIPALENSIS. Rufous-necked Hornbill.

Darjeeling collection, 1862. Plentiful in the interior of Sik-
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kim, at an elevation of from 5000 to 6000 feet, in flocks of
a dozen or more. I procured several at Rinchingpoong.

147. PArL®EoRrNIS ALEXANDRI. Alexandrine Parrakeet.

Common in the hilly parts of Maunbhoom, It flies high and
solitary, departing early in the morning and returning at night
to roost on trees on the hills, having probably, as mentioned
by Mr. Blyth, gone a considerable distance for its food during
the interval. Its call, uttered on the wing, is particularly harsh
and loud. Known as “Chundanon” in Maunbhoom.

148. ParxorNis TORQUATUS. Rose-ringed Parrakeet.

Common at Barrackpore in July, where large flocks were seen
in 1864 coming regularly every evening to roost in the Pal-
myra palms beyond the railway-station. These flocks consisted
chiefly of young birds. Itis found also in Maunbhoom, though
sparingly distributed. I obtained a nest with three eggs, at
Baramussia, on 1st March, 1865 : these are nearly 1'2 inch in
length, and barely 1 inch in breadth. Called ‘Teea tota’ in
Maunbhoom.

149. ParLxmornis rosa. Rose-headed Parrakeet.

Common in Maunbhoom, where it is known as ¢ Teea-tota,”
and 1s invariably seen in flocks. In the cold weather, Decem-
ber and January, it is most abundant in the hilly portions; but
as the breeding-season advances, it becomes more plentiful and
1s found everywhere. I procured a nest with four eggs, from
a hole in a tree, in March, and several young birds later.
The eggs are white, round and blunt at the ends, in length
‘9 inch, by ‘8 inch broad. Numbers of young birds are taken
by the natives, and reared by hand ; and a large proportion of
those imported into Caleutta, nominally from the Rajhmahal
Hills, probably come from this district. It is the only
Indian Parrakeet I know of which, in addition to the usual
call, possesses a pleasing warbling song. This I have often
heard, in the breeding-season, from a flock passing overhead,
or on the point of alighting on a tree, the topmost branches
of which are almost invariably chosen. After a little chattering
and warbling, they fly off again. The flight is particularly















































