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The  eggs  of  the  Black-eyed  Crows  are  of  a  bright  green,
strongly  blotched  with  deep  black  and  brown  markings,  with  a
tinge  of  yellowish  wood-brown  in  some  places.  They  are  from
194  to  21  lines  in  length  by  14  or  15  lines  in  breadth.

The  nests  of  both  races  are  alike—large  bulky  structures  of
sticks  and  twigs,  some  often  half  an  inch  thick.  These  form
the  groundwork  of  the  nest,  which  is  usually  placed  in  the  most
inaccessible  trees.  Finer  materials  are  used  for  the  inner  parts,
and  it  is  lastly  lined  with  grasses,  stringy-bark,  and  tufts  of  hair
from  various  dead  animals.  The  eggs  are  four  or  five  in  num-
ber.  Both  races  are  found  over  the  whole  of  Australia;  but,  as
I  have  above  stated  with  respect  to  New  South  Wales,  in  some
places  one  or  the  other  predominates.  In  South  Australia  the
White-eyed  bird  seems  to  be  most  common,  whereas  about
Sydney  both  are  equally  plentiful.  During  the  breeding-season
they  are  chiefly  found  in  pairs;  but  throughout  the  greater  part
of  the  year  they  assemble  in  large  flocks  of  from  fifty  to  several
hundreds,  and  are  most  abundant  near  the  slaughter-houses  and
“  boiling-down  ”  establishments.  They  also  visit  the  fowl-houses
and  yards  in  search  of  eggs  or  any  refuse  that  may  be  thrown
out.  During  the  breeding-season  they  have  a  great  antipathy
to  Hawks;  and  should  one  of  these  birds  come  in  sight,  the
angry  pair  will  immediately  pursue  the  intruder,  and  never  de-
sist  from  their  efforts  until  they  -have  driven  him  away.  They
usually  have  two  broods  a  year,  beginning  to  breed  in  August,
and  continuing  until  November,  or  even  later  in  some  instances,
according  to  the  locality.

Crows  may  be  often  seen  in  company  with  Gulls  (Xema
jamesoni),  feeding  upon  the  small  fry  left  by  the  fishermen  after
drawing  their  nets  on  the  low  sandy  parts  of  the  beach.  They
have  a  peculiar  waddling  gait,  and  when  walking  appear  very
clumsy.  Their  native  name  is  “  Warga.”

14.  MyzoMELa  sANGUINOLENTA  (Gould,  vol.  iv.  pl.  63).
This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  our  Australian  Honey-

eaters.  It  is  strictly  a  migratory  species,  arriving  here  during
July  and  August,  and  leaving  us  again  in  January.  Sometimes
it  is  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  at  others  very  few  come  about
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us.  In  1863  we  were  not  favoured  (so  far  as  I  am  aware)  bya  —

single  specimen,  nor  have  I  observed  any  at  present  during  this
season  (1864).

When  they  have  arrived,  their  presence  is  usually  indicated
by  their  pleasing  liquid  notes,  among  the  tops  of  the  mahogany
and  other  trees  which  are  in  full  bloom  during  these  months.
They  are  often  accompanied  by  various  species  of  Trichoglossus,
chiefly  7.  concinnus  and  the  more  beautiful  7.  swamsoni,  with
occasionally  a  few  of  TY.  chlorolepidotus.  The  “  Blood-bird,”
under  which  name  Myzomela  sanguinolenta  is  generally  known
here,  breeds  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  De-
cember,  making  a  neat  but  somewhat  scanty  nest  of  stringy-bark,
seldom  with  any  other  lining.  It  is  suspended  between  a  fork
or  twigs  at  the  end  of  some  bough  in  the  bush,  or  among  the
upright  and  topmost  branches  of  the  tea-tree.

The  nest  is  perhaps  smaller  than  that  of  any  other  Australian
bird,  being  in  some  instances  scarcely  one  inch  and  a  half  in  diame-
ter  by  one  inch  in  depth.  The  eggs  are  two,  seldom  three,  in
number,  of  a  delicate  white  strongly  marked  with  reddish-  and
yellowish-brown  spots,  more  numerous  at  the  larger  end.  They
are  from  6  to  7  lines  in  length,  and  from  5  to  6  lines  in  breadth.

PARRA  GALLINACEA  (Gould,  Birds  of  Australia,  vol.  vi.  p.  75).
There  has  been  so  much  left  unsaid  with  respect  to  the  nidifi-

cation  of  the  birds  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Sydney,
that  I  feel  I  may  be  going  out  of  my  way  in  describing  the  eggs
of  the  species  from  other  parts  of  the  country;  yet  the  novelty
and  the  beauty  of  these  at  present  under  consideration  will,  I
hope,  in  some  manner  atone  for  my  error*.  For  the  first  eggs
of  this  beautiful  Parra  which  I  possessed  I  was  indebted  to
Mr.  Edward  Hill,  of  Woolarla,  near  Sydney,  who  very  kindly
presented  me  with  a  pair  which  he  stated  were  procured  by  a
friend  of  his,  living  a  few  miles  north  of  Rockhampton.  Since

*  [The  eggs  of  Parra  gallinacea  have  recently  been  described  by  Mr.
Gould  (P.  Z.S.,  1864,  p.  661)  from  two  examples  which  may  very  possibly
have  been  out  of  the  same  nest  as  the  first  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ramsay.
—Ep.]|
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then,  however,  I  have  obtained  specimens  from  Messrs.  Mac-
gillivray  and  Wilcox  from  the  Clarence  River,  procured,  I  be-
lieve,  from  a  nest  found  in  a  lagoon  in  the  neighbourhood  of  —
Grafton.

Mr.  Gould,  in  his  magnificent  work  on  our  Australian  birds,
having  given  us  beautiful  figures  of  the  nest  and  young,  as  well
as  of  the  adult  birds,  it  will  be  useless  for  me  to  redescribe  them
here.  I  shall  therefore  not  take  up  time  by  going  over  old
ground,  but  proceed  at  once  to  say  what  the  eggs  are  like.
They  vary  in  form  from  being  quite  oval  and  pointed  equally  at
both  ends,  to  almost  round  or  pyriform  as  in  some  of  the
Plovers.  When  of  this  last  shape,  they  are  usually  placed  in
the  nest  with  their  small  ends  poimting  imwards.  In  length
they  are  from  134  to  144  lines,  and  in  breadth  from  10  to  11
lines.  The  ground-colour  is  a  light  yellow  olive,  becoming
with  time  much  darker.  The  whole  surface  is  crossed  and  re-

crossed  with  irregularly  curved  and  rather  broad  black  lines,
turning  and  twisting  in  every  direction,  and,  in  some  examples,
with  shorter  lines,  making  various  ill-shapen  letters  or  figures,
while  in  others  these  markings  take  the  form  of  blotches.
Appearing  beneath  the  shell  are  deep  yellowish-brown  streaks
and  hair-lines  recrossing  them  on  the  surface.  Some  specimens
are  more  numerously  streaked  than  others,  and  have  the  broader
black  lines  predominating  ;  in  others  the  fine  hair-lines  and  those
of  yellowish  brown  are  most  visible.  The  eggs  are  four  in
number  ;  and  the  nest,  which  is  composed  of  sedge,  grass,  and
aquatic  plants,  is  placed  close  to  the  water’s  edge,  or  upon  any
bunches  of  weeds  or  grass  growing  in  the  water,  which  may  be
sufficiently  strong  to  bear  its  weight.

XXVII.—WNotes  on  Kriiper’s  Nuthatch  and  on  the  other  known
Species  of  the  genus  Sitta.  By  P.  L.  Scrarer,  F.R.S.,  &e.

(Plate  VII.)

Dr.  Harrraus  having  kindly  forwarded  for  my  examination  a
pair  of  the  newly  discovered  Nuthatch  of  Asia  Minor  (lately
described  by  Herr  von  Pelzeln  of  Vienna,  as  noted  in  the  last
















