The new number of the Jowrnal of the Limnean Society is
principally composed of Mr. Darwin's paper, or rather treatise (in 118 pages),
on the movements and habits of climbing plants, which we noticed afew weeks
ago, p. 287. He considers, in order, spirally-twining plants, leaf climbers,
tendril bearers, and hook and root climbers.” In conclusion, he says:—*“It
has often been vaguely asserted that plants are distinguished from animals
from not having the power of movement. It should rather be said that plants
acquire and display this power only when it is of some advantage to them ;
but this is of comparatively rare occurrence, as they are affixed to the ground,
and food is brought to them by the wind and rain. We see how high in the
scale of organisation a plant may rise when we look at one of the more perfect
tendril bearers. It first places its tendrils ready for action, as a polypus places
its tentacula. TIf the tendril be displaced it is acted on by the force of gravity
and rightsitself. It is acted on by thelight, and bends towards or from it, or

it, whichs may be most advantageous. During several days the
tendril or or both, revolve with a steady motion ;
the tendril strikes some object, and qnicklz]curls round and firmly grasps it ;
in the course of some hours it contracts into a spire, dragging up the stem,
and forming an 5 1 now cease, By growth the
tissues soon become wonderfully strong and durable. The tendril has done its
work, and done it in an anner.” is number also contains the
correspondence between Sir Henry Barkly, Governor of the Mauritius, and
Mr. George Bentham, the president of the society, relating to the preservation
of the valuable palm named * coco de mer,” in the Seychelles isles, from total
destruction. by clearing land for g the manioc. D have
been given for planting the inating nuts, &c. We areglad
to learn that on one estate these palms may still be seen in all of
growth, from the sharp, sword-shaped epattie just rising from the ground, to
palms 120 ft. high, which have long since arrived at maturity, and whose age
it is impossible even to guess, R




