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'POULTRY AND FIGEONS. [

WHITE WILD DUCKS. am
bred wild duck and drake that last year had two nests of
;&::!o:e‘:‘.‘"in the first hatch were ten of the true wild duck colour, and Bave
ope (which turned out a duck) with pure white plumage, Io the second
pest ther- wer again ten of the true wild colour and one pure white
drake, and a duck all white, except a black spot on the top of the head
aad biack tail coverta—this duck is now pure white in plumage. Tue
beaks of the two that were pure white are bright orange; the beak of
the other ducks is bright orange, with the saddle on the upper beak
much speckled with rich black. The legs of all three are orange, the
webs of the feet of a more dusky colour. All three are remarkably
slender in form, and have the loug graceful shape of the pure wild duck.

This year the same pair of old birds have eleven young ones of the
true wiid duck colour, and one pure white. Both the old birds were from
eggs taken from separate wild duck nests, are both pinioned, and the duck
bas had no access to any other druke.

Ewrly this year the white drake was paired with the white dack. She
has eight young ones nearly full grown, five of which are pure white in

lumage, the other thiee white with the small black +pot on the top of

be head and black in the tail coverts. Tae black on these three is much |,
less than it was when they were in their first feathers, and will very likely
be replaced with white when the{ make up their plumage.

‘The other duck that had the black spot on the head and the black tail |
coverts was paired with a wild drake of the tiue colour. Her nests having |
been twice destroyed, she has only four young ones, which are not yet
feathered, but from appearance three wiil be pure white, and one with :
the spot on the head and some black above the tail. :"

The white drake and two ducks have not been pinioned, and during |
last antumn and beginning of winter had fall liverty of flying miles
round, but never, that I know of, alighting anywhere except at their own
ponds. When taking a long flight they would go an immense height,
and to my mind there are few more beautiful sights than to watch their
manceuvres in the air on a windy dlI, u:echlly when coming down,

I am totally at a loss to account for these white birds, as the remain-
der of the old duck’s young are as like one another and like their
parents as possible, and it is more strange that the nearly white duck (1
put to the grey drake siould prodace white youne omes. Itis again
singular that the colonred feathers should be all black, not one having
had a grey feather. Beautiful as these white birds are, if they would
retain the black spot on the top of the head, and the black tail coverts
some of them have in their earlier feathers, thcivonld be still more

beautiful. ICHARD TEEBAY, |'he o




