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| ecarlet aud flowers, toued down by/ferns and ever-

| his dispersed collection smuggled ont of the country for sale
| by those into whose bands it fell This conjecture is in
| some degree supported by the fact that many of the pieces

| imperfect description it is impossible to form any adequate
| idea of the beauty and fineness of the work, which must
| be seen and studied to be afpprecinted. Mr, Bowes had
| consulted the convenience of vi
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On_ Saturday evening Sir Joirx Luppock delivered his }
pronised lecturs o the workivg men of Liverpool on  The |
Social and Religions Condition of the Lower Races of Man.” |
His_discourss was directed mainly to illustrate the mental
condition and iGeas of savage racss, withont reference to
their physical copdition or habits ; and Le gave a highly
interesting and detailed account of mavy customs relating
to marriagoe and relationship, to contracts, to the preven-
tion or punishment of crime, to forms of worship, and reli-
gious observances. These detuils led him gradually up to
the stage of development in which maun, from believing
ouly in ghosta, came gradunlly to the recognitien of
the soul ; at length uniting this beliof with that in a
beneficent and just Being, e connccted morality with
religion, a step the importance of which it is scarcely pos-
siblo to over-estimate. Thenceforsvard every inuvrease in
scicnce—that is, positive aud ascsrtained knowledgo in
scicnce —has brought with it an elevation of religion. From
this point the lecturer procesded as follows :—*“ Nor is this
progress confined to the lower racss, Even within the last
century, science has purifed the religion of Western
Europo by rooting out the dark belief in witcheraft,
which led to thousands of execntions, and hung like a
black pall over the Chuistianity of the Middle Ages. Ve,
in spite of these immense services which scieace has
confessedly rendered to the cause of reliaion, there are still
many who look on it as hostile to religious trath, for-
get-ting that science is but exact knowledge, and that

& who regards it as incompatible with his religion prac-
tically adwits that his religion isuntenable. Others, again
maintaio that, although science aud relizion cannot ind
be at variance, yet the teiching of scientific men, or,
rather, of some scientific meu, i3 in open hostility with re-
ligion. What justification isthere, however, for thisidea? No
scientific mau, so far as I know, has ever been su sed to
have taught auything which he did not himself belicve.
That surely was their right—oay, their duty, their duty
wlike to themselves, to yon—for their devotion to truth is
their best claim to your coufidence—nay, to religion also,
for nothing could be more fatal to religion than that it
should- be supposed to require the suppression of trath,
No, the irue spirit of faith looks oo the progress of
sciencs, not with fear, but with hope, knowing that sciencs
can ivtluonce our religious cosceptions for good only.
Whether, then, as some suppose, scionce is destined pro-
foundly to modify our preseut religious views or not—into
which question I do not now wish to onter—no one need on
that account rogard it with apprehension or with distrust.
Far from it, we must be prepareil to accept eny conclusions
to which the evidence may lead ; not in the spirit
of resiguation or of despair, but in the surs and
certoln hope that cvery discovery of science, even if
it may conflict with our preseut opinions, and with convic-
tions we hold dear, will upen out to us mors and more tho
majestio udeur of the universe in which wo live, and
thus enable us to form uobler, aud therefore truer, concep-
tions of religions truth. The time, then, has surely now
come when scientific men need no longer stand on the de-
fensive, but may call on the State, which is now makiog 2

¢ effort to establish a national system of education, and

as over shown itself ready to assist in the prosecution of
solentific research—may call on the clerzy, who exercisc so
great an influence~—no longer to igoore in our elementary
and other schools the great discoveries of the last thousand
Eeuu. but to assist us in making them more geoerally

aowa to tho people of this country ; confident that a
better acquaintance with the laws which regulate the beau-
tiful world in which welive would not ouly diminish the
evils from which we saffer; and add greatly to the general
happiness, but also tend to develops our moral pature, to
elovate and purify the whole character of man,”

The business of the day was brought to a close by a soirfe
given at the Philharmonic-hall b{ . Bickersteth, as Pre-
sident of the Liverpool Medical Iustitution. Soirées aro not
generally very nuimatod or entertaining ceremonials, bat
the exceptional excellence and success of this one are
distinctly worthy of being chronicled, No sooner had Pro-
fessor Tyndall’s sudience . vacated the Jhall on Friday
evening than an army of workmen entered'into possession,
guided and directed by a staff of amateurs who took de-
partmeats, and worked on the principle of an intelligent
division of labour. In 24 hours the building was trans-
formed iuto a somblance of fairyland, bLright with

greens, cooled by plashing fountains, and adorned with
works of art of the most rare, costly, and beautifal descrip-
tion. Fine pictures, choico china, antique gems were thers
in absolnte profusion. But the great attraction was a dis-
play of Ja&mese enamols, kindly lent and arranged for the
oceasion by Mr. J. L.  Bowes, and that are without
parallel. Even the comparatively coarse Chinese imitations
are rare and commaund high prices; but the gennine
Japanese work seems to be not only unknowa to Earo

collectors, but to be unknown even to those who have
lived in the coantry and studied its art. Thers
aro but three specimens in the South Kenainﬁton
Museam, and the manufacture is not even referred to
in Siebold’s great work on Japan. AMr. Bowes be-
licves that enamelling may be a lost art, nud that
all the examples of it were im the Royal palaces or
in the ces of the Sn.\t Daimios. He conjectures that
the palace of somo Daimio may have been burnt, and

in Mr. Bowes’s collection bear the armorial insigntaof a
é)zaitgio or of ?e Mikado himself. The colleofsion c::lmsisl:;s of
pi and comprises a great variety of articles,
and s:ml. There are vases, dis al cups, plates, teniorge.
a kettle, and wany other things, nearly every one of svhich
must have been the result of a life of labour. The basis
is in all cases of eopru', and on this a pattern of exquisite
fineness, and generally of much elegance, has been formed
by soldering gold wire to the surface, Into the little cnps or
hollows thus made theenamel pastes bave been deposited
and then burot in, aod the surface finally polished to
perfect smoothoess. The dishes are enamelled in patteras
on both sides, the cups and vases usually lined with plgin
enamel of a dark green colour. The desigus are mostly
floral or geometrical, with fishes,birds,dragons,and conven-
tional clouds,aud the drawing is not grotesque. Thefavourite
ground colours are dark green and dark blue, but others
are also used,aud the patterns sod objects are in all manner
of bright tints. In some of the very finest imens there
is what resembles a Greek fretwork pattern. From this most

visitors by having a catalogue
prioted, with a descriptive introduction by Messs, Audsiay,
and-bis fine collection,as well as his liberality in its display,
wers a matter of admiration to the whole of the thousaun
(f,'uﬁﬁbt who availed themselves of Mr, Bickersteth's hospi-
ality, z |




